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SECTION |

ALEPH

Birth and Early Life of Mary, Mother of Jesus

CHAPTER 1

Palestine. Birth of Mary, Joachim'sfeast. Mary is blessed by the priests.
A priest’sprophecy. Mary abidesin thetemple. |Isbetrothed to Joseph.

AUGUSTUS Caesar reigned and Herod Antipaswasruler of Jerusalem.

2) Three provinces comprised the land of Palestine: Judea, Samaria and Galilee.
3) Joachim was a master of the Jewish law, a man of wealth; helived in

Nazar eth of Galilee; and Anna, of thetribe of Judah, was hiswife.

4) To them was born a child, a goodly female child, and they were glad; and
Mary wasthe name they gave the child.

5) Joachim made a feast in honor of the child; but heinvited not therich, the
honored and the great; he called the poor, the halt, the lame, the blind, and to
each one he gave a gift of raiment, food or other needful thing.

6) He said,

The Lord has given methiswealth; | am his steward by hisgrace, and if | give
not to hischildren when in need, then he will make thiswealth a curse.

7) Now, when the child wasthree yearsold her parentstook her to Jerusalem,
and in thetemple sherecelved the blessings of the priests.

8) The high priest was a prophet and a seer, and when he saw the child he said,
9) Behold, this child will be the mother of an honored prophet and a master of
the law; she shall abide within this holy temple of the Lord.

10) And Mary did abide within thetemple of the Lord; and Hilld, chief of the
Sanhedrin, taught her all the precepts of the Jews, and she delighted in the law
of God.

11) When Mary reached the age of womanhood she was betrothed to Joseph, son
of Jacob, and a carpenter of Nazareth.

12) And Joseph was an upright man, and a devoted Essene.
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SECTION I
BETH

Birth and Infancy of John, the Harbinger, and of Jesus

CHAPTER 2

Zacharias and Elizabeth. Prophetic messages of Gabriel to Zacharias,
Elizabeth and Mary. Birth of John. Prophecy of Zacharias.

NEAR Hebron in the hills of Judah, Zacharias and Elizabeth abode.

2) They were devout and just, and every day they read the Law, the Prophets
and the Psalms which told of oneto come, strong to redeem; and they were
waiting for the king.

3) Now, Zachariaswasa priest, and in histurn heled thetemple servicein
Jerusalem.

4) It cameto pass as Zacharias stood beforethe Lord and burned theincensein
the Holy Place, that Gabriel came and stood before hisface.

5) And Zacharias was afraid; he thought that some great evil was about to come
upon the Jews.

6) But Gabrid said,

O man of God, fear not; | bring to you and all the world, a message of good will,
and peace on earth.

7) Behold, the Prince of Peace, the king you seek, will quickly come.

8) Your wifewill bear to you a son, a holy son, of whom the prophet wrote,

9) Behold, | send Elijah unto you again befor e the coming of the Lord; and he
will level down the hillsand fill the valleys up, and pave the way for him who
shall redeem.

10) From the beginning of the age your son has bor ne the name of John, the
mercy of the Lord; hisnameis John.

11) He will be honored in the sight of God, and he will drink no wine, and from
hisbirth he will be filled with Holy Breath.

12) And Gabrid stood befor e Elizabeth as she wasin the silence of her home,
and told her all thewordsthat he had said to Zachariasin Jerusalem.

13) When he had done the service of his course, the priest went home, and with
Elizabeth regoiced.

14) Five months passed by and Gabriel cameto Mary in her homein Nazar eth
and said,

15) Hail Mary, hail! Once blessed in the name of God; twice blessed in the name
of Holy Breath; thrice blessed in the name of Christ; for you areworthy, and
will bear a son who shall be called Immanud.

16) Hisnameis Jesus, for he saves his people from their sins.
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17) When Joseph's daily task was done he came, and Mary told him all the
wordsthat Gabriel spoketo her, and they regoiced; for they believed that he, the
man of God, had spoken words of truth.

18) And Mary went with hasteto tell Elizabeth about the promises of Gabrid;
together they regoiced.

19) And in the home of Zacharias and Elizabeth did Mary tarry ninety days,

then shereturned to Nazareth.

20) To Zacharias and Elizabeth a son was born, and Zacharias said,

21) Most blessed be the name of God, for he has opened up the fount of blessings
for hispeople, Isradl.

22) His promises are verified; for he has brought to pass the wordswhich holy
prophets spoke in olden times.

23) And Zacharias|ooked upon infant John, and said,

24) Y ou will be called the prophet of the Holy One; and you will go before his
face, and will prepare hisway.

25) And you will give a knowledge of salvation unto I sradl; and you will preach
the gospel of repentance and the blotting out of sins.

26) Behold, for soon the Day Star from on high will visit us, to light the way for
those who sit within the darkness of the shadow-land, and guide our feet unto
the ways of peace.

CHAPTER 3

Birth of Jesus. Masters honor the child. The shepherdsrejoice.
Zacharias and Elizabeth visit Mary. Jesusis circumcised.

THE timewas nearly duefor Jesusto beborn, and Mary longed to see
Elizabeth, and she and Joseph turned their facestoward the Judean hills.

2) And when, upon their way, they came to Bethlehem, the day was done, and
they must tarry for the night.

3) But Bethlehem was thronged with people going to Jerusalem; theinnsand
homes wer e filled with guests, and Joseph and hiswife could find no placeto rest
but in a cave where animals wer e kept; and therethey dept.

4) At midnight cameacry,

A child isborn in yonder cave among the beasts.

And lo, the promised son of man wasborn.

5) And strangerstook the little one and wrapped him in the dainty robes that
Mary had prepared and laid him in a trough from which the beasts of burden
fed.

6) Three persons clad in snowwhite robes camein and stood befor e the child
and said,

7) All strength, all wisdom and all love be yours, Immanud.

8) Now, on the hills of Bethlehem were many flocks of sheep with shepherds
guarding them.
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9) The shepherds wer e devout, were men of prayer, and they were waiting for a
strong deliverer to come.

10) And when the child of promise came, a man in snowwhite robe appeared to
them, and they fell back in fear. The man stood forth and said,

11) Fear not! behold I bring you joyful news. At midnight in a cavein Bethlehem
was born the prophet and the king that you have long been waiting for.

12) And then the shepherds all were glad; they felt that all the hillswerefilled
with messenger s of light, who said,

13) All glory beto God on high; peace, peace on earth, good will to men.

14) And then the shepherds came with haste to Bethlehem and to the cave, that
they might see and honor him whom men had called Immanue.

15) Now, when the mor ning came, a shepher dess whose home was near,
prepared aroom for Mary, Joseph and the child; and here they tarried many
days.

16) And Joseph sent a messenger in haste to Zacharias and Elizabeth to say,
The child isborn in Bethlehem.

17) And Zacharias and Elizabeth took John and came to Bethlehem with words
of cheer.

18) And Mary and Elizabeth recounted all the wondrousthingsthat had
transpired. The peoplejoined with them in praising God.

19) According to the custom of the Jews, the child was circumcised; and when
they asked,

What will you call the child?

the mother said,

Hisnameis Jesus, asthe man of God declared.

CHAPTER 4

Consecration of Jesus. Mary offers sacrifices. Simeon and Anna prophesy.
Annaisrebuked for worshipping the child. The family returnsto Bethlehem.

NOW, Mary took her son, when he wasforty days of age, up to thetemplein
Jerusalem, and he was consecrated by the priest.

2) And then she offered purifying sacrificesfor her self, according to the custom
of the Jews, a lamb and two young turtle doves.

3) A pious Jew named Simeon was in the temple serving God.

4) From early youth he had been looking for Immanue to come, and he had
prayed to God that he might not depart until his eyes had seen Messiah in the
flesh.

5) And when he saw the infant Jesus heregoiced and said,

I now am ready to depart in peace, for | have seen the king.

6) And then hetook theinfant in hisarmsand said,

Behold, this child will bring a sword upon my people, Isradl, and all the world;
but hewill break the sword and then the nations will learn war no more.
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7) Themaster'scross| see upon the forehead of this child, and hewill conquer
by thissign.

8) And in the temple was a widow, four and eighty years of age, and she
departed not, but night and day she wor shipped God.

9) And when she saw the infant Jesus she exclaimed,

Behold Immanue! Behold the signet cross of the Messiah on his brow!

10) And then thewoman knelt to wor ship him, as God with us, Immanud; but
one, a master, clothed in white, appeared and said,

11) Good woman, stay; take heed to what you do; you may not wor ship man;
thisisidolatry.

12) Thischild isman, the son of man, and worthy of all praise. You shall adore
and wor ship God; him only shall you serve.

13) Thewoman rose and bowed her head in thankfulness and wor shipped God.
14) And Mary took the infant Jesus and returned to Bethlehem.

CHAPTER 5

Three magian priests honor Jesus. Herod isalarmed. Callsa council of the Jews.
Istold that prophets had foretold the coming of a king. Herod resolvesto kill the
child.

Mary and Joseph take Jesus and flee into Egypt.

BEYOND theriver Euphratesthe magians lived; and they were wise, could read
the language of the star s, and they divined that one, a master soul, was born;
they saw his star above Jerusalem.

2) And there werethree among the magian priests who longed to seethe master
of the coming age; and they took costly gifts and hastened to the West in search
of him, the newborn king, that they might honor him.

3) And onetook gold, the symbal of nobility; another myrrh, the symbol of
dominion and of power; gum-thusthe other took, the symbol of the wisdom of
the sage.

4) Now when the magiansreached Jer usalem the people were amazed, and
wonder ed who they were and why they came.

5) And when they asked,

Whereisthe child that has been born a king?

the very throne of Her od seemed to shake.

6) And Herod sent a courtier forth to bring the magiansto his court.

7) And when they camethey asked again,

Whereisthe newborn king?

And then they said,

While yet beyond the Euphrates we saw his star arise, and we have cometo
honor him.

8) And Herod blanched with fear. He thought,

perhaps, the priests wer e plotting to restor e the kingdom of the Jews,
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and so he said within himsdlf,

I will know more about this child that has been born a king.

9) And so hetold the magian prieststo tarry in the city for a while and he would
tell them all about theking.

10) He called in council all the Jewish masters of the law and asked,

What have the Jewish prophets said concer ning such a one?

11) The Jewish masters answered him and said,

The prophetslong ago foretold that one would cometo rulethetribes of 1srad;
that this M essiah would be born in Bethlehem.

12) They said,

The prophet Micah wrote,

O Bethlehem Judesa, a little place among the Judean hills, yet out of you will one
comeforth to rule my people, |sradl; yea, onewho lived in olden times, in very
ancient days.

13) Then Herod called the magian priests again and told them what the masters
of the Jewish law had said; and then he sent them on the way to Bethlehem.

14) He said,

Go search, and if you find the child that has been born a king, return and tell me
all, that I may go and honor him.

15) The magians went their way and found the child with Mary in the
shepherd’'s home.

16) They honored him; bestowed upon him precious gifts and gave him gold,
gum-thusand myrrh.

17) These magian priests could read the hearts of men; they read the wickedness
of Herod's heart, and knew that he had sworn to kill the new born king.

18) And so they told the secret to the parents of the child, and bid them flee
beyond thereach of harm.

19) And then the priestswent on their homeward way; they went not through
Jerusalem.

20) And Joseph took the infant Jesus and his mother in the night and fled to
Egypt land, and with Elihu and Salome in ancient Zoan they abode.

CHAPTER 6

Herod learns of the mission of John. The infants of Bethlehem are massacred by
Herod'sorder. Elizabeth escapeswith John. Because Zacharias cannot tell where
hisson ishidden, heismurdered. Herod dies.

NOW, when themagian priestsdid not return to tell him of the child that had
been born a king, King Herod was enraged.

2) And then his courtierstold him of another child in Bethlehem, one born to go
before and to prepare the peopleto receive the king.

3) Thisangered more and moretheking; he called hisguards and bid them go to
Bethlehem and day theinfant John, aswell as Jesus who was born to be a king.
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4) He said,

L et no mistake be made, and that you may be sureto day these claimantsto my
throne, day all the male children in thetown not yet two year s of age.

5) The guardswent forth and did as Herod bade them do.

6) Elizabeth knew not that Herod sought to day her son, and she and John were
yet in Bethlehem; but when she knew, shetook the infant John and hastened to
the hills.

7) The murderous guardswere near; they pressed upon her hard; but then she
knew the secret cavesin all the hills, and into one sheran and hid her self and
John until the guards were gone.

8) Their crue task was done; the guardsreturned and told the story to the king.
9) They said,

We know that we have dain the infant king; but John his harbinger, we could
not find.

10) Theking was angry with his guards because they failed to day the infant
John; He sent them to the tower in chains.

11) And other guardswere sent to Zacharias, father of the harbinger, while he
was serving in the Holy Place, to say,

Theking demandsthat you shall tell whereisyour son.

12) But Zachariasdid not know, and hereplied,

I am aminister of God, a servant in the Holy Place; how could | know where
they have taken him?

13) And when the guardsreturned and told the king what Zacharias said, he
was enraged and said,

14) My guards, go back and tell that wily priest that heisin my hands; that if he
does not tell the truth, does not reveal the hiding place of John, his son, then he
shall die.

15) The guardswent back and told the priest just what the king had said.

16) And Zacharias said,

| can but givemy lifefor truth; and if the king does shed my blood the Lord will
save my soul.

17) Theguardsagain returned and told the king what Zacharias said.

18) Now, Zacharias stood beforethe altar in the Holy Place engaged in prayer.
19) A guard approached and with a dagger thrust him through; he fell and died
before the curtain of the sanctuary of the Lord.

20) And when the hour of salutation came, for Zacharias daily blessed the
priests, he did not come.

21) And after waiting long the priests went to the Holy Place and found the body
of the dead.

22) And therewasgrief, deep grief, in all theland.

23) Now Herod sat upon histhrone; he did not seem to move; his courtiers came;
the king was dead. Hissonsreigned in his stead.
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SECTION I
GIMEL
Education of Mary and Elizabeth in Zoan
CHAPTER 7

Archelausreigns. Mary and Elizabeth with their sonsarein Zoan and are
taught by Elihu and Salome. Elihu'sintroductory lesson. Tellsof a transcriber.

THE son of Herod, Archelaus, reigned in Jerusalem. He was a selfish, crud
king; he put to death all those who did not honor him.

2) Hecalled in council all thewisest men and asked about the infant claimant to
histhrone.

3) The council said that John and Jesus both wer e dead; then he was satisfied.
4) Now Joseph, Mary and their son were down in Egypt in Zoan, and John was
with hismother in the Judean Hills.

5) Elihu and Salome sent messengersin hasteto find Elizabeth and John. They
found them and they brought them to Zoan.

6) Now, Mary and Elizabeth were marveling much because of their deliverance.
7) Elihu said,

It isnot strange; there are no (random) happenings, law governsall events.

8) From olden timesit was ordained that you should be with us, and in this
sacred school be taught.

9) Elihu and Salome took Mary and Elizabeth out to the sacred grove near by
wher e they were wont to teach.

10) Elihu said to Mary and Elizabeth,

Y ou may esteem your selvesthrice blest, for you are chosen mother s of long
promised sons,

11) Who are ordained to lay in solid rock a sure foundation stone on which the
temple of the perfect man shall rest —atemple that shall never be destroyed.
12) We measure time by cycle ages, and the gate to every age we deem a
milestone in the jour ney of the (human) race.

13) An age has passed; the gate unto another age flies open at the touch of time.
Thisisthe preparation age of soul, the kingdom of Immanud, of God in man;
14) And these, your sons, will be thefirst to tell the news, and preach the gospe
of good will to men, and peace on earth.

15) A mighty work istheirs; for carnal men want not the light, they love the
dark, and when thelight shinesin the dark they comprehend it not.

16) We call these sons Revealers of the Light; but they must have thelight before
they can reveal thelight.

17) And you must teach your sons, and set their soulson fire with love and holy
zeal, and make them conscious of their missionsto the sons of men.

18) Teach them that God and man were one; but that through carnal thoughts
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and words and deeds, man tore himsef away from God; debased himself.

19) Teach that the Holy Breath would make them one again, restoring har mony
and peace;

20) That naught can make them one but L ove; that God so loved the world that
he has clothed his son in flesh that man may comprehend.

21) Theonly Savior of theworld islove, and Jesus, son of Mary, comesto
manifest that love to men.

22) Now, love cannot manifest until itsway has been prepared, and naught can
rend therocksand bring down lofty hillsand fill the valleys up, and thus
prepar e the way, but purity.

23) But purity in life, men do not comprehend; and so, it too, must comein flesh.
24) And you, Elizabeth, are blest because your son is purity made flesh, and he
shall pave theway for love.

25) Thisage will comprehend but little of the works of Purity and Love; but

not aword islost, for in the Book of God's Remembrancearegistry
iIsmade of every thought, and word, and deed;

26) And when theworld isready to receive, lo, God will send a
messenger to open up the book, and copy from its sacred pages all
the messages of Purity and Love.

27) Then every man of earth will read thewordsof lifein language of
his native land, and men will see thelight, walk in thelight and be
the light.

28) And man again will be at one with God.
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CHAPTER 8

Elihu'slessons. Theunity of life. Thetwo selfs. The devil. Love - the savior of
men.
The David of the light. Goliath of the dark.

AGAIN Elihu met hispupilsin the sacred grove and said,

2) No man lives unto himsdlf; for every living thing isbound by cordsto every
other living thing.

3) Blest arethe purein heart; for they will love and not demand lovein return.
4) They will not do to other men what they would not have other men do unto
them.

5) There aretwo sdfs; the higher and thelower self.

6) The higher sdlf ishuman spirit clothed with soul, made in the form of God.

7) Thelower sdf, the carnal self, the body of desires, isareflection of the higher
sdf, distorted by the murky ethers of the flesh.

8) Thelower sdlf isan illuson, and will pass away; the higher sdf is God in man,
and will not pass away.

9) The higher sdlf isthe embodiment of truth; the lower self istruth reversed,
and so is falsehood manifest.

10) The higher sdf isjustice, mercy, love and right; thelower sdf iswhat the
higher self isnot.

11) Thelower saf breeds hatred, dander, lewdness, murders, theft, and
everything that harms; the higher self ismother of the virtues and the harmonies
of life.

12) Thelower sdlf isrich in promises, but poor in blessedness and peace; it offers
pleasure, joy and satisfying gains, but givesunrest and misery and death.

13) It gives men applesthat arelovely to the eye and pleasant to the smell; their
coresarefull of bitterness and gall.

14) If you would ask me what to study | would say, your selfs; and when you well
had studied them, and then would ask me what to study next, | would reply,

your selfs.

15) Hewho knows well hislower sdlf, knowstheillusons of the world, knows of
thethingsthat passaway; and he who knows his higher sdf, knows God; knows
well the thingsthat cannot pass away.

16) Thrice blessed isthe man who has made purity and love hisvery own; he has
been ransomed from the perils of the lower salf and ishimself his higher salf.
17) Men seek salvation from an evil that they deem a living monster of the
nether world; and they have godsthat are but demonsin disguise; all powerful,
yet full of jealousy and hate and lust;

18) Whose favors must be bought with costly sacrifice of fruits, and of the lives
of birds, and animals, and human kind.

19) And yet these gods possess no earsto hear, no eyesto see, no heart to
sympathize, no power to save.

20) Thisevil ismyth; these gods are made of air, and clothed with shadows of a
thought.
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21) The only devil from which men must be redeemed is self, the lower sdif. I
man would find hisdevil he must look within; hisnameis sdlf.

22) If man would find hissavior he must look within; and when the demon sdlf
has been dethroned the savior, Love, will be exulted to the throne of power.
23) The David of thelight is Purity, who daysthe strong Goliath of the dark,
and seatsthe savior, Love, upon thethrone.

12
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CHAPTER 9

Salome'slessons. The man and the woman. Philosophy of human moods.
Thetriune God. The Septonate. The God Tao.

SALOME taught the lesson of the day. She said,

All timesarenot alike. Today the words of man may have the greatest power;
tomorrow woman teaches best.

2) In all theways of life the man and woman should walk hand in hand; the one
without the other isbut half; each hasawork to do.

3) But all thingsteach; each hasatime and a season for itsown. The sun, the
moon have lessons of their own for men; but each one teachesat the appointed
time.

4) Thelessons of the sun fall down on human heartslike withered leaves upon a
stream, if given in the season of the moon; and so with lessons of the moon and
all thestars.

5) Today one walksin gloom, downhearted and oppressed; tomorrow that same
oneisfilled with joy.

6) Today the heavens seem full of blessedness and hope; tomorrow hope hasfled,
and every plan and purpose comes to naught.

7) Today onewantsto cursethevery ground on which hetreads, tomorrow heis
full of loveand praise.

8) Today one hates and scorns and envies and isjealous of the child he loves;
tomorrow he hasrisen above his carnal sdf, and breathesforth gladness and
good will.

9) A thousand times men wonder why these heights and depths, these light
hearts and these sad, are found in every life.

10) They do not know that there are teachers everywher e, each busy with a God-
appointed task, and driving home to human heartsthetruth.

11) But thisistrue, and every one receivesthe lessonsthat he needs.

12) And Mary said,

Today | am in exaltation great; my thoughts and all my life seem lifted up; why
am | thusinspired?

13) Salomereplied,

Thisisa day of exaltation; day of worship and of praise; aday when, in a
measur e, we may compr ehend our Father-God.

14) Then let us study God, the One, the Three, the Seven.

15) Beforethe worlds were formed all thingswere One; just Spirit, Univer sal
Breath.

16) And Spirit breathed, and that which was not manifest became the Fire and
Thought of Heaven, the Father-God, the M other-God.

17) And when the Fireand Thought of heaven in union breathed, their son, their
only son, was born. Thisson is L ove whom men have called the Christ.

18) Men call the Thought of heaven the Holy Breath.

19) And when the Triune God breathed forth, lo, seven Spirits stood before the
throne. These arethe Elohim, creative spirits of the univer se.

13



Aquarian Gospd of Jesus, the Chrigt--Dowling

20) And these arethey who said, L et us make man; and in their image man was
made.

21) In early ages of theworld the dwellersin the farther East said, Taoisthe
name of Universal Breath; and in the ancient booksweread,

22) No manifesting form has Tao Great, and yet he made and keeps the heavens
and earth.

23) No passion hasour Tao Great, and yet he causes sun and moon and all the
starstoriseand set.

24) No name has Tao Great, and yet he makes all thingsto grow; hebringsin
season both the seed time and the harvest time.

25) And Tao Great was One; the One became the Two; the Two becamethe
Three, the Three evolved the Seven, which filled the univer se with manifests.
26) And Tao Great givesunto all, the evil and the good, therain, the dew, the
sunshine and the flowers; from hisrich stores he feeds them all.

27) And in the same old book we read of man: He hasa spirit knit to Tao Great;
a soul which lives within the seven Breaths of Tao Great; a body of desiresthat
springs up from the soil of flesh.

28) Now spirit lovesthe pure, the good, thetrue; the body of desires extolsthe
selfish self; the soul becomes the battle ground between the two.

29) And blessed is the man whose spirit istriumphant and whose lower sdf is
purified; whose soul is cleansed, becoming fit to be the council chamber of the
manifests of Tao Great.

30) Thus closed the lesson of Salome.

CHAPTER 10

Elihu'slessons. The Brahmicreligion. Life of Abram. Jewish sacred books.
The Persian religion.

ELIHU taught; he said,

In ancient times a peoplein the East wer e wor shipper s of God, the One, whom
they called Brahm.

2) Their lawswerejust; they lived in peace; they saw the light within; they
walked in wisdom's ways.

3) But priestswith carnal aims ar ose, who changed the lawsto suit the carnal
mind; bound heavy burdenson the poor, and scorned therules of right; and so
the Brahms became corrupt.

4) But in the darkness of the age a few great master s ssood unmoved; they loved
the name of Brahm; they were great beacon lights before the world.

5) And they preserved inviolate the wisdom of their holy Brahm, and you may
read thiswisdom in their sacred books,

6) And in Chaldea, Brahm was known. A pious Brahm named Terah lived in Ur;
his son was so devoted to the Brahmic faith that he was called A-Brahm; and he
was set apart to bethe father of the Hebrew race.

14
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7) Now, Terah took hiswife and sonsand all hisflocksand herdsto Haran in the
West; here Terah died.

8) And Abram took theflocksand herds, and with hiskindred journeyed farther
west;

9) And when hereached the Oaks of Morah in theland of Canaan, he pitched
histents and there abode.

10) A famine swept theland and Abram took hiskindred and hisflocks and
herdsand cameto Egypt, and in thesefertile plains of Zoan pitched histent, and
here abode.

11) And men still mark the place where Abram lived — across the plain.

12) You ask why Abram cameto Egypt land? Thisisthe cradle-land of the
initiate; all secret things belong to Egypt land; and thisiswhy the masters come.
13) In Zoan Abram taught his science of the stars, and in that sacred temple
over there helearned the wisdom of the wise.

14) And when hislessons all were learned, he took hiskindred and hisflocksand
herds and journeyed back to Canaan, and in the plains of Mamre pitched his
tent, and there helived, and there he died.

15) And records of hislife and worksand of hissons, and of thetribesof Isradl,
arewdll preserved in Jewish sacred books.

16) In Persia Brahm was known, and feared. Men saw him asthe One, the
causeless Cause of all that is, and he was sacred unto them, as Tao to the
dwellersof thefarther East.

17) The peoplelived in peace, and justice ruled.

18) But, asin other lands, in Persia priests arose imbued with self and self
desires, who outraged Force, Intelligence and Love;

19) Religion grew corrupt, and birds and beasts and creeping things wer e set
apart asgods.

20) In cour se of time a lofty soul, whom men called Zarathustra, camein flesh.
21) He saw the causeless Spirit, high and lifted up; he saw the weakness of all
man-appointed gods.

22) He spoke and all of Persia heard; and when he said, One God, one people
and one shrine, the altars of the idolsfell, and Persia was redeemed.

23) But men must see their Gods with human eyes, and Zarathustra said,

24) The greatest of the Spirits standing near thethroneisthe Ahura Mazda, who
manifestsin brightness of the sun.

25) And all the people saw Ahura Mazda in the sun, and they fell down and

wor shipped him in temples of the sun.

26) And Persiaisthe magian land wherelive the priestswho saw the star ariseto
mark the place where Mary's son was born, and werethefirst to greet him as
the Prince of Peace.

27) The preceptsand the laws of Zarathustra are preserved in the Avesta which
you can read and make your own.

28) But you must know that words are naught till they are made alive; until the
lessons they contain become a part of head and heart.

29) Now truth isone; but no one knowsthetruth until heisthetruth. It is
recorded in an ancient book.

15
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30) Truth isthe leavening power of God; it can transmutetheall of lifeinto
itself; and when the all of lifeistruth, then man istruth.

CHAPTER 11
Elihu'slessons. Buddhism and the precepts of Buddha. The mysteries of Egypt.

AGAIN Elihu taught; he said,

The Indian priests became corrupt; Brahm wasforgotten in the streets; the
rights of men weretrampled in the dust.

2) And then a mighty master came, a Buddha of enlightenment, who turned
away from wealth and all the honors of the world, and found the Silencein the
quiet groves and caves, and hewas blest.

3) He preached a gospel of the higher life, and taught man how to honor man.
4) He had no doctrine of the godsto teach; hejust knew man, and so his creed
wasjustice, love and righteousness.

5) | quotefor you afew of many of the helpful wordswhich Buddha spoke:

6) Hateisa crud word. If men hate you regard it not; and you can turn the hate
of men to love and mercy and goodwill, and mercy isaslarge asall the heavens.
7) And thereisgood enough for all. With good destroy the bad; with generous
deeds make avarice ashamed; with truth make straight the crooked linesthat
error draws, for error isbut truth distorted, gone astray.

8) And pain will follow him who speaks or actswith evil thoughts, asdoesthe
whed thefoot of him who drawsthe cart.

9) Heisa greater man who conquer s self than he who kills a thousand men in
war.

10) Heisthe noble man who is himsdlf what he believes what other men should
be.

11) Return to him who does you wrong your purest love, and he will cease from
doing wrong; for lovewill purify the heart of him who isbeloved astruly asit
purifiesthe heart of him who loves.

12) Thewords of Buddha are recorded in the Indian sacred books; attend to
them, for they are part of theinstructions of the Holy Breath.

13) Theland of Egypt isthe land of secret things.

14) The mysteries of the ages lie lock-bound in our templesand our shines.

15) The masters of all times and climes come hereto learn; and when your sons
have grown to manhood they will finish all their studiesin Egyptian schools.
16) But | have said enough. Tomorrow at therising of the sun we meet again.

CHAPTER 12

16
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Salome'slessons. Prayer . Elihu's concluding lessons.
Sums up the three years course of study.
The pupilsreturn to their homes.

NOW, when the morning sun arose the magters and their pupils al werein the sacred
grove.

2) Sdlome was the firgt to speak; she said,

Behold the sun! It manifests the power of God who speaks to us through sun and
moon and stars;

3) Through mountain, hill and vae; through flower, and plant and tree.

4) God sings for usthrough bird, and harpsichord, and human voice; he speaks to us
through wind and rain and thunder roll; why should we not bow down and worship at
his feet?

5) God speaks to hearts agpart; and hearts apart must speak to him; and thisis prayer.
6) It isnot prayer to shout at God, to stand, or Sit, or kned and tell him dl about the
gnsof men.

7) Itisnot prayer to tell the Holy One how greet he is, how good heis, how strong
and how compassionate.

8) God is not man to be bought up by praise of man.

9) Prayer isthe ardent wish that every way of life be light; that every act be crowned
with good; that every living thing be prospered by our ministry.

10) A noble deed, a hepful word is prayer; afervent, an effectud prayer.

11) Thefount of prayer isin the heart; by thought, not words, the heart is carried up
to God, whereit isblest, Then let us pray.

12) They prayed, but not aword was said; but in that holy Silence every heart was
blest.

13) And then Elihu spoke. He said to Mary and Elizabeth,

Our words are said; you need not tarry longer here; the call has come; theway is
clear, you may return unto your native land.

14) A mighty work is given you to do; you shdl direct the minds that will direct the
world.

15) Y our sons are set apart to lead men up to righteous thoughts, and words, and
deeds;

16) To make men know the snfulness of gn; to lead them from the adoration of the
lower sdf, and dl illusive things, and make them conscious of the sdif thet lives with
Chrigt in God.

17) In preparation for their work your sons must walk in many thorny paths.

18) Fercetrids and temptations they will meet, like other men; their loads will not be
light, and they will weary be, and faint.

19) And they will know the pangs of hunger and of thirst; and without cause they will
be mocked, imprisoned, scourged.

20) To many countries they will go, and a the feet of many masters they will sit, for
they must learn like other men.

21) But we have said enough. The blessings of the Three and of the Seven, who stand
before the throne, will surely rest upon you evermore.

22) Thus closed the lessons of Elihu and Sdome. Three years they taught their pupils
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in the sacred grove, and if their lessons dl were written in abook, 1o, it would be a
mighty book; of what they said we have the sum.

23) Now, Mary, Joseph and Elizabeth with Jesus and his harbinger, set forth upon
their homeward way. They went not by Jerusdlem, for Archdaus reigned.

24) They journeyed by the Bitter Sea, and when they reached Engedi hills they rested
in the home of Joshua, a near of kin; and here Elizabeth and John abode.

25) But Joseph, Mary and their son went by the Jordan way, and after certain days
they reached their home in Nazareth.
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SECTION IV
DALETH

Childhood and Early Education of John, the Har binger

CHAPTER 13

Elizabeth in Engedi. Teachesher son. John becomes the pupil of Matheno,
who reveals to him the meaning of sin and the law of forgiveness.

ELIZABETH wasblest; she spent her time with John, and gaveto him the
lessons that Elihu and Salome had given her.

2) And John delighted in the wildness of hishome and in the lessonsthat he

lear ned.

3) Now in the hillswere many caves. The cave of David was a-near in which the
Hermit of Engedi lived.

4) This hermit was Matheno, priest of Egypt, master from the temple of Sakara.
5) When John was seven year s of age Matheno took him to thewildernessand in
the cave of David they abode.

6) Matheno taught, and John wasthrilled with what the master said, and day by
day Matheno opened up to him the mysteries of life.

7) John loved the wilder ness; heloved hismaster and hissmplefare. Their food
was fruits, and nuts, wild honey and the carob bread.

8) Matheno was an I sradlite, and he attended all the Jewish feasts.

9) When John was nine yearsold Matheno took him to agreat feast in
Jerusalem.

10) The wicked Archelaus had been deposed and exiled to a distant land because
of sdlfishnessand cruelty, and John was not afraid.

11) John was delighted with hisvisit to Jerusalem. Matheno told him all about
the service of the Jews; the meaning of their sacrificesand their rites.

12) John could not under stand how sin could be for given by killing animalsand
birds and burning them beforethe Lord.

13) Matheno said,

The God of heaven and earth does not require sacrifice. This custom, with its
crud rites, was borrowed from the idol wor shippers of other lands.

14) No sin was ever blotted out by sacrifice of animal, of bird, or man.

15) Sin isthe rushing forth of man into fens of wickedness. If one would get
away from sin he must retrace his steps, and find hisway out of the fens of
wickedness.

16) Return and purify your hearts by love and righteousness and you shall be
forgiven.

17) Thisisthe burden of the message that the harbinger shall bring to men.

18) What isforgiveness? John inquired.
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19) Matheno said,

It isthe paying up of debts. A man who wrongs another man can never be
forgiven until herightsthewrong.

20) The Vedas saysthat none can right the wrong but him who does the wrong.
21) John said,

If thisbetruewhereisthe power to forgive except the power that restsin man
himself? Can man forgive himself?

22) Matheno said,

The door iswide ajar; you seetheway of man'sreturn toright, and the
forgiveness of hissins.

CHAPTER 14

Matheno'slessons. The doctrine of universal law.
The power of man to choose and to attain.
The benefits of antagonisms. Ancient sacred books.
The place of John and Jesusin the world's history.

MATHENO and his pupil, John, wer e talking of the sacred books of olden times,
and of the golden preceptsthey contained, and John exclaimed,

2) These golden precepts are sublime; what need have we of other sacred books?
3) Matheno said,

The Spirits of the Holy One cause every thing to come and go in proper time.

4) The sun has hisown timeto set, the moon to rise, to wax and wane, the stars
to comeand go, therain to fall, the windsto blow;

5) The seed times and the harvest timesto come; man to be born and man to die.
6) These mighty Spirits cause the nationsto be born; they rock them in their
cradles, nurturethem to greatest power, and when their tasks are donethey
wrap them in their winding sheetsand lay them in their tombs.

7) Eventsaremany in a nation'slife, and in the life of man, that are not pleasant
for thetime; but in the end thetruth appears. whatever comesisfor the best.

8) Man was created for a noble part; but he could not be made a free man filled
with wisdom, truth and might,

9) If hewere hedged about, confined in straits from which he could not pass,
then he would be atoy, a mere machine.

10) Creative spirits gave to man a will; and so he hasthe power to choose.

11) He may attain the greatest heights, or sink to deepest depths; for what he
willsto gain he hasthe power to gain.

12) If hedesres strength he hasthe power to gain that strength; but he must
over comeresistancesto reach the goal; no strength isever gained in idleness.
13) So, in thewhirl of many-sided conflicts man is placed where he must striveto
extricate himsalf.

14) In every conflict man gains strength; with every conquest he attainsto
greater heights. With every day hefinds new dutiesand new cares.

20
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15) Man isnot carried over dangerous pits, nor helped to overcome hisfoes. He
ishimsalf hisarmy, and his sword and shield; and heis captain of hishosts.

16) TheHoly Onesjust light hisway. Man never has been left without a beacon
light to guide.

17) And he hasever had alighted lamp in hand that he may see the danger ous
rocks, the turbid streams and treacher ous pits.

18) And so the Holy Ones have judged; when men have needed added light a
master soul has cometo earth to givethelight.

19) Before the Vedic daysthe world had many sacred booksto light the way;
and when man needed greater light the Vedas, the Avesta and the books of Tao
Great appeared to show theway to greater heights.

20) And in the proper place the Hebrew Bible, with itsLaw, its Prophetsand its
Psalms, appeared for man's enlightenment.

21) But year s have passed and men have need of greater light.

22) And now the Day Star from on high beginsto shine; and Jesusisthe flesh
made messenger to show that light to men.

23) And you, my pupil, you have been ordained to harbinger the coming day.

24) But you must keep that purity of heart you now possess, and you must light
your lamp directly from the coalsthat burn upon the altar of the Holy Ones.

25) And then your lamp will be transmuted to a boundless flame, and you will be
a living torch whose light will shine wher ever man abides.

26) But in the ages yet to come, man will attain to greater heights, and lights still
mor e intense will come,

27 And then, at last, a mighty master soul will cometo earth to light the way up
to thethrone of perfect man.

CHAPTER 15

Death and burial of Elizabeth. Matheno'slessons. The ministry of death.
The mission of John. Institution of therite of baptism.
Matheno takes John to Egypt, and places him in the temple at Sakara,
where he remains eighteen years.

WHEN John wastwelve years old hismother died, and neighborslaid her body
in atomb among her kindred in the Hebron burying ground, and near to
Zacharias tomb.

2) And John was deeply grieved; he wept. Matheno said,

It isnot well to weep because of death.

3) Death isno enemy of man; it isafriend who, when thework of lifeisdone,
just cutsthe cord that bindsthe human boat to earth, that it may sail on
smoother seas.

4) No language can describe a mother'sworth, and yourswastried and true. But
shewas not called hence until her tasks were done.

5) The calls of death are alwaysfor the best, for we are solving problemsthere as
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well as here; and oneis sureto find himself where he can solve his problems
best.

6) It isbut selfishnessthat makes one wish to call again to earth departed souls.
7) Then let your mother rest in peace. Just let her noblelife be strength and
ingpiration unto you.

8) A crisisin your life has come, and you must have a clear conception of the
work that you are called to do.

9) The sages of the ages call you harbinger. The prophetslook to you and say, He
is Elijah come again.

10) Your mission hereisthat of harbinger; for you will go before Messiah's face
to pave hisway, and make the peopleready to receive their king.

11) Thisreadinessis purity of heart; none but the purein heart can recognize
theking.

12) Toteach men to be purein heart, you must yoursdf be purein heart, and
word, and deed.

13) In infancy the vow for you was made and you became a Nazarite. Therazor
shall not touch your face nor head, and you shall taste not wine nor fiery drinks.
14) Men need a pattern for their lives, they loveto follow, not to lead.

15) The man who stands upon the corners of the paths and points the way, but
doesnot go, isjust a pointer; and a block of wood can do the same.

16) The teacher treadsthe way; on every span of ground he leaves hisfootprints
clearly cut, which all can see and be assured that he, their master went that way.
17) Men comprehend theinner life by what they see and do. They cometo God
through ceremoniesand forms.

18) And so when you would make men know that sins are washed away by
purity in life, arite symbolic may beintroduced.

19) In water wash the bodies of the people who would turn away from sin and
gtrivefor purity in life.

20) Thisrite of cleansing isa preparation rite and they who thus are cleansed
comprisethe Church of Purity.

21) And you shall say, You men of Isradl, hear; Reform and wash; become the
sons of purity, and you shall beforgiven

22) Thisrite of cleansing and this church are but symbolic of the cleansing of the
soul by purity in life, and of the kingdom of the soul, which does not comewith
outward show, but isthe church within.

23) Now, you may never point the way and tell the multitudesto do what you
have never done; but you must go before and show the way.

24) You areto teach that men must wash; so you must lead the way, your body
must be washed, symbolic of the cleansing of the soul.

25) John said,

Why need | wait? May | not go at once and wash?

26) M atheno said,

'"Tiswel,

and then they went down to the Jordan ford, and east of Jericho, just wherethe
hosts of 1sradl crossed when first they entered Canaan, they tarried for atime.
27) Matheno taught the harbinger, and he explained to him the inner meaning of
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the cleansing rite and how to wash himsdf and how to wash the multitude.

28) And in theriver Jordan John was washed; then they returned unto the
wilder ness.

29) Now in Engedi's hills Matheno's wor k was done and he and John went down

to Egypt. They rested not until they reached the temple of Sakara in the valley of
the Nile.

30) For many years Matheno was a master in thistemple of the Brotherhood,
and when hetold about thelife of John and of his misson to the sons of men, the
hierophant with joy received the harbinger and he was called the Brother
Nazarite.

31) For eighteen years John lived and wrought within these temple gates; and
her e he conquer ed sdlf, became a master mind and lear ned the duties of the
harbinger.
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SECTION V

HE

Childhood and Early Education of Jesus

CHAPTER 16

The home of Joseph. Mary teaches her son. Jesus seventh birthday.
Jesus tells about his dream; his grandmother'sinterpretation. His birthday gift.

THE home of Joseph was on Marmion Way in Nazar eth; here Mary taught her
son the lessons of Elihu and Salome.

2) And Jesus greatly loved the Vedic hymns and the Avesta; but morethan all he
loved to read the Psalms of David and the pungent wor ds of Solomon.

3) The Jewish books of prophecy were his delight; and when hereached his
seventh year he needed not the booksto read, for he had fixed in memory every
word.

4) Joachim and hiswife, grandparents of child Jesus, made a feast in honor of
the child, and all their near of kin wer e guests.

5) And Jesus stood befor e the guests and said,

| had adream, and in my dream | stood before a sea, upon a sandy beach.

6) The waves upon the sea wer e high; a storm wasraging on the deep.

7) Someone above gave me a wand. | took the wand and touched the sand, and
every grain of sand became a living thing; the beach was all a mass of beauty
and of song.

8) | touched the waters at my feet, and they wer e changed to trees, and flowers,
and singing birds, and every thing was praising God.

9) And someone spoke, | did not see the one who spoke, | heard the voice, which
said,

Thereisno death.

10) Grandmother Annaloved the child; shelaid her hand on Jesus head and
said,

| saw you stand beside the sea; | saw you touch the sand and waves; | sawthem
turn to living things and then | knew the meaning of the dream.

11) The sea of liferollshigh; the stormsare great. The multitude of men areidle,
listless, waiting, like dead sand upon the beach.

12) Your wand istruth. With thisyou touch the multitudes, and every man
becomes a messenger of holy light and life.

13) You touch the waves upon the sea of life; their turmoils cease; the very winds
become a song of praise.

14) Thereisno death, because the wand of truth can changethe driest bonesto
living things, and bring the loveliest flowers from stagnant ponds, and turn the
most discordant notesto harmony and praise.
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15) Joachim said,

My son, today you pass the seventh milestone of your way of life, for you are
seven year s of age, and we will giveto you, as aremembrance of this day,
whatever you desire; choose that which will afford you most delight.

16) And Jesus said,

| do not want a gift, for | am satisfied. If | could make a multitude of children
glad upon thisday | would be greatly pleased.

17) Now, there are many hungry boys and girlsin Nazareth who would be
pleased to eat with usthisfeast and share with usthe pleasuresof this day.
18) Therichest gift that you can giveto meisyour permission to go out and find
these needy ones and bring them herethat they may feast with us.

19) Joachim said,

'Tiswell; go out and find the needy boys and girlsand bring them here; we will
prepar e enough for all.

20) And Jesusdid not wait; heran; he entered every dingy hut and cabin of the
town; hedid not waste hiswords; hetold hismission everywhere.

21) And in alittle time one hundred and three-scor e of happy, ragged boys and
girlswerefollowing him up Marmion Way.

22) The guests made way; the banquet hall wasfilled with Jesus guests, and
Jesus and hismother helped to serve.

23) And therewasfood enough for all, and all were glad; and so the birthday
gift of Jesuswas a crown of righteousness.

CHAPTER 17

Jesustalks with the rabbi of the synagogue of Nazareth.
He criticizes the narrowness of Jewish thought.

NOW, Rabbi Barachia of the synagogue of Nazareth, wasaid to Mary in the
teaching of her son.

2) One morning after servicein the synagogue therabbi said to Jesusashesat in
slent thought,

Which isthe greatest of the Ten Commands?

3) And Jesus said,

| do not see a greatest of the Ten Commands. | see a golden cord that runs
through all the Ten Commandsthat bindsthem fast and makesthem one.

4) Thiscord islove, and it belongsto every word of all the Ten Commands.

5) If oneisfull of love he can do nothing else than wor ship God; for God islove.
6) If oneisfull of love, he cannot kill; he cannot falsaly testify; he cannot covet;
can do naught but honor God and man.

7) If oneisfull of love he does not need commands of any kind.

8) And Rabbi Barachia said,

Your words are seasoned with the salt of wisdom that isfrom above. Who isthe
teacher who has opened up thistruth to you?
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9) And Jesus said,

I do not know that any teacher opened up thistruth for me. It seemsto methat
truth was never shut; that it was always opened up, for truth isoneand it is
everywhere.

10) And if we open up thewindows of our mindsthetruth will enter in and

make hersalf at home; for truth can find her way through any crevice, any
window, any open door .

11) Therabbi said,

What hand is strong enough to open up the windows and the door s of mind so
truth can enter in?

12) And Jesus said,

It seemsto methat love, the golden cord that bindsthe Ten Commandsin one, is
strong enough to open any human door so that the truth can enter in and cause
the heart to under stand.

13) Now, in the evening Jesus and his mother sat alone, and Jesus said,

14) Therabbi seemsto think that God ispartial in histreatment of the sons of
men; that Jewsarefavored and are blest above all other men.

15) I do not see how God can have hisfavoritesand bejust.

16) Are not Samaritans and Greeks and Romansjust as much the children of the
Holy One asarethe Jews?

17) | think the Jews have built a wall about themselves, and they see nothing on
the other sideof it.

18) They do not know that flowers are blooming over there; that sowing times
and reaping times belong to anybody, aswell as Jews.

19) It surely would be wdll if we could break these barriersdown so that the
Jews might seethat God has other children that arejust asgreatly blest.

20) | want to go from Jewry land and meet my kin in other countries of my
Fatherland.

CHAPTER 18

Jesusat afeast in Jerusalem. Isgrieved by the cruelties of the sacrificers.
Appealsto Hillel, who sympathizes with him. Heremainsin the temple a year.

THE great feast of the Jewswas on, and Joseph, Mary and their son, and many
of their kin, went to Jerusalem. The child wasten yearsold.

2) And Jesus watched the butcherskill the lambs and birds and burn them on
the altar in the name of God.

3) Histender heart was shocked at thisdisplay of cruelty; he asked the serving
priests,

What isthe purpose of this daughter of the beasts and birds? Why do you burn
their flesh beforetheLord?

4) Thepriest replied,

Thisisour sacrificefor sin. God has commanded usto do these things, and said
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that in these sacrifices all our sinsare blotted out.

5) And Jesus said,

Will you be kind enough to tell when God proclaimed that sins are blotted out
by sacrifice of any kind?

6) Did not David say that God requiresnot asacrificefor sin? that it isasin
itself to bring befor e hisface burnt offerings, as offeringsfor sin? Did not | saiah
say the same?

7) The priest replied,

My child you are beside your self. Do you know mor e about the laws of God than
all thepriestsof Israel? Thisisno place for boysto show their wit.

8) But Jesus heeded not histaunts; hewent to Hilld, chief of the Sanhedrin, and
he said to him,

9) Rabboni, I would liketo talk with you; I am disturbed about this service of
the pascal feast. | thought the temple was the house of God where love and
kindness dwell.

10) Do you not hear the bleating of those lambs, the pleading of those dovesthat
men areKkilling over there? Do you not smell that awful stench that comes from
burning flesh?

11) Can man be kind and just, and still befilled with cruelty?

12) A God that takesddlight in sacrifice, in blood and burning flesh, isnot my
Father-God.

13) | want to find a God of love, and you, my master, you arewise, and surely
you can tell me whereto find the God of love.

14) But Hillel could not give an answer to the child. Hisheart was stirred with
sympathy. He called the child to him; helaid hishand upon his head and wept.
15) He said,

Thereisa God of love, and you shall come with me; and hand in hand we will go
forth and find the God of love.

16) And Jesus said,

Why need we go? | thought that God is everywhere. Can we not purify our
hearts and drive out cruelty, and every wicked thought, and make within, a
temple where the God of love can dwell?

17) The master of the great Sanhedrin felt asthough he was himsdlf the child,
and that before him stood Rabboni, master of the higher law.

18) He said within himsdlf,

Thischild issurely a prophet sent from God.

19) Then Hillel sought the parents of the child, and asked that Jesus might abide
with them, and learn the precepts of the law, and all the lessons of the temple
priests.

20) His parentsgave consent, and Jesus did abide within the holy templein
Jerusalem, and Hilld taught him every day.

21) And every day the master learned from Jesus many lessons of the higher life.
22) The child remained with Hilld in thetemplefor ayear, and thenreturned
unto hishomein Nazar eth; and there he wrought with Joseph as a car penter.
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CHAPTER 19

Jesus at the age of twelve in the temple. Disputeswith the doctors of the law.
Reads from a book of prophecy. By request of Hillel he interprets the prophecies.

AGAIN thegreat feast in Jerusalem was on, and Joseph, Mary and their son
wer ethere. The child wastwelve yearsold.

2) And there were Jews and prosdytes from many countriesin Jerusalem.

3) And Jesus sat among the priests and doctorsin the temple hall.

4) And Jesus opened up a book of prophecy and read:

5) Woe, woeto Arid, thetown where David dwdt! | will dismantle Ariel, and
she shall groan and weep:

6) And | will camp against her round about with hogtile posts;

7) And | will bring her low and she shall speak out of the earth; with muffled
voice likea familiar spirit shall she speak; yea she shall only whisper forth her
speech;

8) And foesunnumbered, like the grains of dugt, shall come upon her suddenly.
9) The Lord of Hosts will vist her with thunder and with tempest, and with
storm; with earthquake, and with devouring flames.

10) Lo, all these people have deserted me. They draw to me with speech, and
with their lipsthey honor me; their heartsarefar removed from me; their fear
for meisthat ingpired by man.

11) And I will breathe an adver se breath upon my people, Isradl; the wisdom of
their wise men shall be logt; the under standing of their prudent men shall not be
found.

12) My people seek to hide their counsel from the Lord, so that their works may
not be seen. They fain would cover up their workswith darkness of the night,
and say, Who sees us now? Who knows us now?

13) Poor, foolish men! shall that which has been made say of its maker, Heis
naught, | made myself?

14) Or shall the pot speak out and say to him who made the pot, You have no
skill; you do not know?

15) But thiswill not forever be; the timewill come when Lebanon will be a
fruitful field, and fruitful fidds will be transformed to groves.

16) And on that day the deaf will hear the words of God; the blind will read the
Book of God's Remembrance.

17) And suffering ones will be relieved, and they will have abundant joy; and
every onethat needswill be supplied; and it will cometo passthat all the foolish
will bewise.

18) The people will return and sanctify the Holy One, and in their heart of
hearts, lo, they will reverence him.

19) When Jesus had thusread he put asde the book and said,

You masters of the law, will you make plain for usthe prophet's wor ds?

20) Now, Hilldl sat among the master s of the law, and he stood forth and said,
Perhaps our young rabboni who hasread the word will beinterpreter.

21) And Jesus said,
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TheArid of the prophet isour own Jerusalem.

22) By sdlfishness and cruelty this people has become a stench unto the Elohim.
23) The prophet saw these days from far, and of these times he wr ote.

24) Our doctors, lawyers, priests and scribes oppress the poor, while they
themselvesin luxury live.

25) The sacrifices and the offerings of Israd are but abomination unto God.
They only sacrificethat God requiresis self.

26) Because of thisinjustice and this cruety of man to man, the Holy One has
spoken of thiscommonwealth:

27) Lo, | will overturn, yes, | will overturn, it shall be overturned, and it shall be
no mor e until he comeswhoseright it isand | will giveit unto him.

28) In all theworld thereisonelaw of right, and he who breaksthat law will
suffer grief; for God isjust.

29) And Israd hasgonefar astray; has not regarded justice, nor therights of
man, and God demandsthat | srad shall reform, and turn again to ways of
holiness.

30) And if our peoplewill not hear the voice of God, o, nations from afar will
come and sack Jerusalem, and tear our temple down, and take our people
captive into foreign lands.

31) But thiswill not forever be; though they be scattered far and wide, and
wander here and there among the nations of the earth, like sheep that have no
shepherd guide.

32) Thetimewill comewhen God will bring again the captive hosts; for 1srael
shall return and dwell in peace.

33) And after many yearsour temple shall be built again, and one whom God
will honor, one in whom the purein heart delights will come and glorify the
house of God, and reign in righteousness.

34) When Jesus had thus said, he stepped aside, and all the people wer e amazed
and said,

Thissurely isthe Christ.
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CHAPTER 20

After thefeast. The homeward journey. The missing Jesus. The search for him.

His parentsfind himin the temple. He goes with them to Nazareth.
Symbolic meaning of carpenter'stools.

THE great feast of the pasch was ended and the Nazar enes wer e jour neying
towardstheir homes.

2) And they werein Samaria, and Mary said,

Whereismy son?

No one had seen the boy.

3) And Joseph sought among their kindred who were on their way to Galilee;
but they had seen him not.

4) Then Joseph, Mary, and a son of Zebedee returned and sought through all
Jerusalem, but they could find him not.

5) And then they went up to thetemple courts and asked the guards,

Have you seen Jesus, a fair-haired boy, with deep blue eyes, twelve years of age,
about these courts?

6) Theguardsreplied,

Yes, heisin thetemple now disputing with the doctors of the law.

7) And they went in, and found him as the guards had said.

8) And Mary said,

Why Jesus, why do you treat your parentsthus? Lo, we have sought two days
for you. Wefeared that some great harm had overtaken you.

9) And Jesus said,

Do you not know that | must be about my Father'swork?

10) But he went round and pressed the hand of every doctor of the law and said,
| trust that we may meet again.

11) And then he went forth with his parentson their way to Nazar eth; and when
they reached their home he wrought with Joseph as a car penter.

12) One day as hewas bringing forth the toolsfor work he said,

13) Thesetools remind me of the oneswe handlein the workshop of the mind
wher e things are made of thought and where we build up character.

14) We use the square to measure all our lines, to straighten out the crooked
places of the way, and make the cornersof our conduct square.

15) We use the compassto draw circlesround our passionsand desiresto keep
them in the bounds of righteousness.

16) We usethe axeto cut away the knotty, usdless and ungainly parts and make
the character symmetrical.

17) We use the hammer to drive homethetruth, and pound it in until it isa part
of every part.

18) We use the plane to smooth the rough, uneven surfaces of joint, and block,
and board that go to build thetemplefor thetruth.

19) Thechisd, ling, the plummet and the saw all have their usesin the workshop
of themind.

20) And then thisladder with itstrinity of steps, faith, hope and love; on it we

30
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climb up to the dome of purity in life.
21) And on the twelve-step ladder we ascend until we reach the pinnacle of that
which lifeis spent to build —the Temple of Perfected Man.
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SECTION VI

VAU

Lifeand Works of Jesusin India

CHAPTER 21

Ravanna sees Jesusin the temple and is captivated. Hillel tells him about the boy.
Ravanna finds Jesusin Nazareth and gives a feast in his honor.
Ravanna becomes patron of Jesus,
and takes him to I ndia to study the Brahmic religion.

A ROYAL princeof India, Ravanna of Orissa in the south, was at the Jewish
feast.

2) Ravanna was a man of wealth; and he wasjust, and with a band of Brahmic
priests, sought wisdom in the West.

3) When Jesus stood among the Jewish priestsand read and spoke, Ravanna
heard and was amazed.

4) And when he asked who Jesuswas, from whence he came and what he was,
chief Hillel said,

5) We call this child the Day Star from on high, for he has cometo bring to men
alight, thelight of life; to lighten up the way of men and to redeem his people,
|srael.

6) And Hilld told Ravanna all about the child; about the prophecies concerning
him; about the wonder s of the night when he was born; about the vist of the
magian priests;

7) About the way in which he was protected from thewrath of evil men; about
hisflight to Egypt-land, and how he then was serving with hisfather asa

car penter in Nazar eth.

8) Ravanna was entranced, and asked to know the way to Nazar eth, that he
might go and honor such a one as son of God.

9) And with hisgorgeoustrain he journeyed on the way and cameto Nazar eth of
Galilee.

10) He found the object of his search engaged in building dwellings for the sons
of men.

11) And when hefirst saw Jesus he was climbing up a twelve-step ladder, and he
carried in hishands a compass, square and axe.

12) Ravanna said,

All hail, most favored son of heaven!

13) And at theinn Ravanna made a feast for all the people of the town; and
Jesus and his parentswer e the honor ed guests.

14) For certain days Ravanna was a guest in Joseph's home on Marmion Way;
he sought to learn the secret of the wisdom of the son; but it wasall to great for
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him.

15) And then he asked that he might be the patron of the child; might take him
to the East where he could learn the wisdom of the Brahms.

16) And Jesuslonged to go that he might learn; and after many days his parents
gave consent.

17) Then, with proud heart, Ravanna with histrain, began the jour ney towards
therising sun; and after many days they crossed the Sind, and reached the
province of Orissa, and the palace of the prince.

18) The Brahmic priests wer e glad to welcome home the prince; with favor they
received the Jewish boy.

19) And Jesus was accepted as a pupil in the temple Jagannath; and here
learned the Vedas and the Manic laws.

20) The Brahmic masterswondered at the clear conceptions of the child, and
often wer e amazed when he explained to them the meaning of the laws.

CHAPTER 22

Thefriendship of Jesusand Lamaas. Jesus explains to Lamaas the meaning of
truth, man, power, understanding, wisdom, salvation and faith.

AMONG the priests of Jagannath was one who loved the Jewish boy. Lamaas
Bramas was the name by which the priest was known.

2) Oneday as Jesus and Lamaas walked alone in plaza Jagannath, L amaas said,
My Jewish master, what istruth?

3) And Jesus said,

Truth isthe only thing that changes not.

4) In all theworld there aretwo things; the oneistruth; the other falsehood is;
and truth isthat which is, and falsehood that which seemsto be.

5) Now truth isaught, and has no cause, and yet it isthe cause of everything.

6) Falsehood is naught, and yet it isthe manifest of aught.

7) Whatever has been made will be unmade; that which begins must end.

8) All things that can be seen by human eyes are manifests of aught, are naught,
and so must pass away.

9) The thingswe see are but reflexesjust appearing, while the ethersvibrate so
and so0, and when conditions change they disappear .

10) TheHoly Breath istruth; isthat which was, and is, and evermore shall be; it
cannot change nor pass away.

11) Lamaas said,

You answer well; now, what is man?

12) And Jesus said,

Man isthetruth and falsehood strangely mixed.

13) Man isthe Breath made flesh; so truth and falsehood ar e conjoined in him;
and they strive, and naught goes down and man astruth abides.

14) Again Lamaas asked,
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What do you say of power?

15) And Jesus said,

It isa manifest; istheresult of force; it isbut naught; it isillusion, nothing more.
For ce changes not, but power changes asthe ethers change.

16) Forceisthewill of God and is omnipotent, and power isthat will in manifest,
directed by the Breath.

17) Thereispower in thewinds, a power in the waves, a power in thelightning's
stroke, a power in the human arm, a power in the eye.

18) The ether s cause these power sto be, and thought of Elohim, of angel, man,
or other thinking thing, directsthe force; when it has doneitswork the power is
no more.

19) Again Lamaas asked,

Of under standing what have you to say?

20) And Jesus said,

It istherock on which man builds himsdlf; it isthe gnosis of the aught and of the
naught, of falsehood and of truth.

21) It isthe knowledge of the lower self; the sensing of the power s of man
himself.

22) Again Lamaas asked,

Of wisdom what have you to say?

23) And Jesus said,

It isthe consciousness that man is aught; that God and man are one;

24) That naught is naught; that power isbut illusion; that heaven and earth and
hell are not above, around, below, but in; which in the light of aught becomesthe
naught, and God isall.

25) Lamaasasked,

Pray, what isfaith?

26) And Jesus said,

Faith isthe surety of the omnipotence of God and man; the certainty that man
will reach the deific life.

27) Salvation isa ladder reaching from the heart of man to heart of God.

28) It hasthree steps; Belief isfirst, and thisiswhat man thinks, perhaps, is
truth.

29) And faith is next, and thisiswhat man knowsistruth.

30) Fruition isthe lagt, and thisis man himsdlf, thetruth.

31) Belief islost in faith; and in fruition islost; and man is saved when he has
reached deific life; when heand God are one.

CHAPTER 23

Jesus and Lamaas among the sudras and visyas. In Benares,
Jesus becomes a pupil of Udraka. The lessons of Udraka.
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NOW, Jesuswith hisfriend Lamaas went through all the regions of Orissa, and
the valley of the Ganges, seeking wisdom from the sudras and the visyas and the
masters.

2) Benares of the Gangeswas a city rich in cultureand in learning; here the two
rabbonistarried many days.

3) And Jesus sought to learn the Hindu art of healing, and became the pupil of
Udraka, greatest of the Hindu healers.

4) Udraka taught the uses of the waters, plants and earths; of heat and cold;
sunshine and shade; of light and dark.

5) He said,

Thelaws of nature arethelaws of health, and he who lives according to these
lawsis never sick.

6) Transgression of theselawsissin, and hewho sinsissick.

7) He who obeys the laws, maintains an equilibrium in all hisparts, and thus
insures true harmony; and harmony is health, while discord isdisease.

8) That which produces harmony in all the parts of man ismedicine, insuring
health.

9) The body isa harpsichord, and when itsstrings are too relaxed, or aretoo
tense, theinstrument is out of tune, the man issick.

10) Now, everything in nature has been made to meet the wants of man; so
everythingisfound in medical arcanes.

11) And when the harpsichord of man isout of tune the vast expanse of nature
may be sear ched for remedy; thereisacurefor every ailment of the flesh.

12) Of course the will of man isremedy supreme; and by the vigor ous exer cise of
will, man way make tense a chord that isrelaxed, or may relax onethat istoo
tense, and thus may heal himself.

13) When man hasreached the place where he hasfaith in God, in nature and
himsdf, he knowsthe Word of power; hisword isbalm for every wound, iscure
for al theillsof life.

14) The healer isthe man who can inspirefaith. The tongue may speak to human
ears, but souls arereached by soulsthat speak to souls.

15) Heis the forceful man whose soul islarge, and who can enter into souls,
inspiring hope in those who have no hope, and faith in those who have no faith in
God, in nature, nor in man.

16) Thereisno universal balm for those who tread the common walks of life.
17) A thousand things produce inhar mony and make men sick; a thousand
things may tunethe har psichord, and make men well.

18) That which ismedicine for oneis poison for another one; so oneishealed by
what would kill another one.

19) An herb may hed the one; adrink of water may restore another one; a
mountain breeze may bring to life one seeming past all help;

20) A coal of fire, or bit of earth, may cure another one; and one may wash in
certain streams, or pools, and be made whole.

21) Thevirtue from the hand or breath may heal a thousand more; but loveis
gueen. Thought, reinforced by love, is God's great sovereign balm.

22) But many of the broken chordsin life, and discordsthat so vex the soul, are
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caused by evil spiritsof theair that men see not; that lead men on through
ignoranceto break the laws of nature and of God.

23) These powersact like demons, and they speak; they rend the man; they drive
him to despair.

24) But hewho isa healer, true, ismaster of the soul, and can, by force of will,
control these evil ones.

25) Some spiritsof the air are master spiritsand are strong, too strong for
human power alone; but man has helpersin the higher realmsthat may be
importuned, and they will help to drive the demons out.

26) Of what this great physician said, thisisthe sum. And Jesus bowed his head
in recognition of the wisdom of this master soul, and went hisway.

CHAPTER 24

The Brahmic doctrine of castes. Jesusrepudiatesit and teaches human equality.
The priests are offended and drive him from the temple.
He abides with the sudras and teaches them.

FOUR yearsthe Jewish boy abode in temple Jagannath.

2) Oneday he sat among the priests and said to them,

Pray, tell meall about your views of castes, why do you say that all menare not
equal in thesight of God?

3) A master of their laws stood forth and said,

The Holy One whom we call Brahm, made men to suit himself, and men should
not complain.

4) In the beginning days of human life Brahm spoke, and four men stood before
hisface.

5) Now, from the mouth of Parabrahm thefirst man came; and he waswhite,
was like the Brahm himsdlf; a brahman he was called.

6) And hewas high and lifted up; above all want he stood; he had no need of toil.
7) And he was called the priest of Brahm, the holy oneto act for Brahm in all
affairs of earth.

8) The second man wasred, and from the hand of Parabrahm he came; and he
was called shatriya.

9) And hewas madeto be the king, theruler and the warrior, whose highest
ordained duty was protection of the priest.

10) And from theinner partsof Parabrahm the third man came; and hewas
called a visya.

11) Hewasa yellow man, and hisit wasto till the soil, and keep the flocks and
herds.

12) And from thefeet of Parabrahm the fourth man came; and he was black;
and hewas called the sudras, one of low estate.

13) Thesudrasisthe servant of the race of men; he hasnorightsthat others
need respect; he may not hear the Vedasread, and it means death to him to look
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into the face of priest, or king, and naught but death can free him from his state
of servitude.

14) And Jesus said,

Then Parabrahm isnot a God of justice and of right; for with hisown strong
hand he has exalted one and brought another low.

15) And Jesus said no moreto them, but looking up to heaven he said,

16) My Father-God, who was, and is, and evermor e shall be; who holdswithin
thy handsthe scales of justice and of right;

17) Who in the boundlessness of love has made all men to equal be. The white,
the black, the yellow, and thered can look up in thy face and say, Our Father-
God.

18) Thou Father of the human race, | praisethy name.

19) And all the priests wer e angered by the wor ds which Jesus spoke; they
rushed upon him, seized him, and would have done him harm.

20) But then Lamaas raised his hand and said,

You priests of Brahm, beware! you know not what you do; wait till you know the
God thisyouth adores.

21) | have beheld thisboy at prayer when light above thelight of the sun
surrounded him. Beware! his God may be more power ful than Brahm.

22) If Jesus speaksthetruth, if heisright, you cannot force him to desis; if heis
wrong and you areright, hiswords cometo naught, for right ismight, and in the
end it will prevalil.

23) And then the priestsrefrained from doing Jesus harm; but one spoke out
and said,

24) Within this holy place has not thisreckless youth done violence to
Parabrahm? Thelaw isplain; it says,

He who revilesthe name of Brahm shall die.

25) Lamaas pled for Jesus life; and then the priestsjust seized a scour ge of
cords and drove him from the place.

26) And Jesus went hisway and found shelter with the black and yellow men,
the servants and thetillers of the soil.

27) Tothem hefirst made known the gospel of equality; he told them of the
Brotherhood of Man, the Fatherhood of God.

28) The common people heard him with ddight, and learned to pray, Our
Father-God who art in heaven.
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CHAPTER 25

Jesus teaches the sudras and farmers.
Relates a parable of a nobleman and his unjust sons.
Makes known the possibilities of all men.

WHEN Jesus saw the sudras and the farmersin such multitudes draw near to
hear hiswords, he spoke a parable to them; he said:

2) A nobleman possessed a great estate; he had four sons, and he would have
them all growstrong by standing forth and making use of all the talentsthey
POSSESS.

3) And s0 he gave to each a share of hisgreat wealth, and bade them go their
way.

4) The eldest son was full of sdlf; he was ambitious, shrewd and quick of thought.
5) He said within himsdlf, | am the oldest son, and these, my brothers, must be
servantsat my feet.

6) And then he called his brothersforth; and one he made a puppet king; gave
him a sword and charged him to defend the whole estate.

7) To one he gave the use of landsand flowing wells, and flocks and herds, and
bade him till the soil, and tend the flocks and herds and bring to him the choicest
of hisgains.

8) And to the other one he said, You arethe youngest son; the broad estate has
been assigned; you have no part nor lot in anything that is.

9) And hetook a chain and bound his brother to a naked rock upon a desert
plain, and said to him,

10) You have been born a dave; you have no rights, and you must be contented
with your lot, for thereisno release for you until you die and go from hence.
11) Now, after certain yearsthe day of reckoning came; the nobleman called up
hissonsto render their accounts.

12) And when he knew that one, his eldest son, had seized the whole estate and
made his brothers daves,

13) He seized him, tore his priestly robes away and put him in a prison cdll,
where he wasforced to stay until he had atoned for all thewrongsthat he had
done.

14) And then, asthough they were but toys, hethrew in air the throneand
armor of the puppet king; he broke his sword, and put him in a prison cell.

15) And then he called hisfarmer son and asked him why he had not rescued
from his galling chains his brother on the desert plains.

16) And when the son made answer not, the father took unto himself the flocks
and herds, the fields and flowing wells,

17) And sent hisfarmer son to live out on the desert sands, until he had atoned
for all thewrongsthat he had done.

18) And then the father went and found hisyoungest son in crue chains; with
his own hands he broke the chains and bade his son to go in peace.

19) Now, when the sons had all paid up their debtsthey came again and stood
beforethe bar of right.
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20) They all had learned their lessons, learned them well; and then the father
once again divided the estate.

21) He gaveto each an equal share, and bade them recognize the law of equity
and right, and live in peace.

22) And one, a sudra, spoke and said,

May we who are but daves, who are cut down like beaststo satisfy the whims of
priests - may we have hope that one will cometo break our chainsand set us
free?

23) And Jesus said,

TheHoly Onehassaid that all hischildren shall be free; and every soul is child
of God.

24) The sudras shall be free aspriest; the farmer shall walk hand in hand with
king; for all theworld will own the brotherhood of man.

25) O men, arise! be conscious of your powers, for he who wills need not remain
aslave.

26) Just live asyou would have your brother live; unfold each day as doesthe
flower; for earth isyours, and heaven isyours, and God will bring you to your
own.

27) And all the peoplecried,

Show usthe way that like the flower we may unfold and come unto our own.

CHAPTER 26

Jesus at Katak. The car of Jagannath.
Jesus reveals to the people the emptiness of Brahmic rites,
and how to see God in man. Teachesthem the divine law of sacrifice.

IN all the cities of Orissa Jesustaught. At Katak, by theriver side, he taught,
and thousands of the people followed him.

2) Oneday acar of Jagannath was hauled along by scor es of frenzied men, and
Jesus said,

3) Behald, aform without a spirit passes by; a body with no soul; atemple with
no altar fires.

4) Thiscar of Krishnaisan empty thing, for Krishnaisnot there.

5) Thiscar isbut an idol of a people drunk on wine of carnal things.

6) God lives not in the noise of tongues; thereisno way to him from any idol
shrine.

7) God’s meeting place with man isin the heart, and in a still small voice he
speaks; and hewho hearsis till.

8) And all the people said,

Teach usto know the Holy One who speaks within the heart, God of the still
small voice.

9) And Jesus said,

TheHoly Breath cannot be seen with mortal eyes; nor can men seethe Spirits of
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theHaly;

10) But in their image man was made, and he who looksinto the face of man,
looks at the image of the God who speaks within.

11) And when man honors man he honors God, and what man does for man, he
doesfor God.

12) And you must bear in mind that when man harmsin thought, or word or
deed another man, he does a wrong to God.

13) If you would serve the God who speaks within the heart, just serve your near
of kin, and thosethat are nokin, the stranger at your gates, the foe who seeksto
do you harm;

14) Assist the poor, and help the weak; do harm to none, and covet not what is
not yours,

15) Then, with your tongue the Holy One will speak; and he will smile behind
your tears, will light your countenance with joy, and fill your heartswith peace.
16) And then the people asked.

To whom shall we bring gifts? Wher e shall we offer sacrifice?

17) And Jesus said,

Our Father-God asks not for needless waste of plant, of grain, of dove, of lamb.
18) That which you burn on any shrine you throw away. No blessings can attend
the onewho takesthe food from hungry mouthsto be destroyed by fire.

19) When you would offer sacrifice unto our God, just take your gift of grain, or
meat and lay it on thetable of the poor.

20) From it an incense will arise to heaven, which will return to you with
blessedness.

21) Tear down your idals; they can hear you not; turn all your sacrificial altars
into fuel for the flames.

22) Make human heartsyour altars, and burn your sacrificeswith thefire of
love.

23) And all the people wer e entranced, and would have wor shiped Jesus as a
God; but Jesus said,

24) | am your brother man just come to show the way to God; you shall not

wor ship man; praise God, the Holy One.

CHAPTER 27

Jesus attends a feast in Behar. Preaches a revolutionary sermon on human

equality.
Relates the parable of the broken blades.

THE fame of Jesus as a teacher spread through all the land, and people came
from near and far to hear hiswordsof truth.

2) At Behar, on the sacred river of the Brahms, he taught for many days.

3) And Ach, a wealthy man of Behar, made a feast in honor of his guest, and he
invited every oneto come.

41
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4) And many came; among them thieves, extortioners, and courtesans. And
Jesus sat with them and taught; but they who followed him were much
aggrieved because he sat with thieves and courtesans.

5) And they upbraided him; they said,

Rabboni, master of the wise, thisday will be an evil day for you.

6) The newswill spread that you consort with courtesans and thieves, and men
will shun you asthey shun an asp.

7) And Jesus answered them and said,

A master never screens himself for sake of reputation or of fame.

8) These are but worthless baubles of the day; they rise and sink, like empty
bottles on a stream; they areillusonsand will pass away;

9) They aretheindicesto what the thoughtlessthink; they are the noise that
people make; and shallow men judge merit by noise.

10) God and all master men judge men by what they are and not by what they
seem to be; not by their reputation and their fame.

11) These courtesans and thieves are children of my Father-God; their soul are
just aspreciousin hissight asyours, or of the Brahmic priests.

12) And they areworking out the same life sumsthat you, who pride your selves
on your respectability and moral worth, areworking out.

13) And some of them have solved much harder sumsthan you have solved, you
men who look at them with scorn.

14) Yes, they are sinners, and confesstheir guilt, while you are guilty, but are
shrewd enough to have polished coat to cover up your guilt.

15) Suppose you men who scor n these courtesans, these drunkards and these
thieves, who know that you are purein heart and life, that you are better far
than they, stand forth that men may know just who you are.

16) Thesin liesin thewish, in the desire, not in the act.

17) You covet other people swealth; you look at char ming forms, and deep
within your heartsyou lust for them.

18) Deceit you practice every day, and wish for gold, for honor and for fame,
just for your selfish selves.

19) The man who covetsisathief, and shewho lustsis courtesan. You who are
none of these speak out.

20) Nobody spoke; the accusers held their peace.

21) And Jesus said,

The proof thisday isall against those who have accused.

22) The purein heart do not accuse. The vilein heart who want to cover up their
guilt with holy smoke of piety are ever loathing drunkard, thief and courtesan.
23) Thisloathing and this scorn ismockery, for if thetinseled coat of reputation
could be torn away, the loud professor would be found to reve in hislust, deceit
and many forms of secret sin.

24) The man who spends histimein pulling other people'sweeds can have no
timeto pull hisown, and all the choicest flowers of lifewill soon be choked and
die, and nothing will remain but darnel, thistles, burs.

25) And Jesus spoke a parable: he said,

Behold, afarmer had great fields of ripened grain, and when he looked he saw
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that blades of many stalks of wheat wer e bent and broken down.

26) And when he sent hisreapersforth he said, We will not save the stalks of
wheat that have the broken blades.

27) Goforth and cut and burn the stalkswith broken blades.

28) And after many days he went to measure up hisgrain, but not a kernel could
hefind.

29) And then he called the harvesters and said to them, Whereismy grain?

30) They answered him and said, We did accor ding to your word; we gathered
up and burned the stalks with broken blades, and not a stalk waseft to carry to
the barn.

31) And Jesus said,

If God saves only those who have no broken blades, who have been perfect in his
sight, who will be saved?

32) And the accuser s hung their headsin shame; and Jesus went hisway.
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CHAPTER 28

Udraka gives afeast in Jesus honor.
Jesus speaks on the unity of God and the brotherhood of life.
Criticizes the priesthood. Becomesthe guest of a farmer.

BENARES isthe sacred city of the Brahms, and in Benares Jesus taught;
Udraka was his host.

2) Udraka made a feast in honor of his guest, and many high born Hindu priests
and scribeswerethere.

3) And Jesus said to them,

With much delight | speak to you concer ning life— the brotherhood of life.

4) Theuniversal God isone, yet heis morethan one; all thingsare God; all
thingsare one.

5) By the sweet breaths of God all lifeisbound in one; so if you touch afiber of a
living thing you send a thrill from the center to the outer bounds of life.

6) And when you crush beneath your foot the meanest worm, you shake the
throne of God, and cause the sword of right to tremblein its sheath.

7) The bird sings out its song for men, and men vibratein unison to help it sing.
8) The ant constructs her home, the beeits sheltering comb, the spider weaves
her web, and flowers breath to them a spirit in their sweet perfumesthat gives
them strength to toil.

9) Now, men and birds and beasts and creeping things are deities, made flesh;
and how dare men kill anything?

10) 'Tiscruelty that makestheworld awry. When men have lear ned that when
they harm aliving thing they harm themsealves, they surely will not kill, nor
cause a thing that God has madeto suffer pain.

11) A lawyer said,

| pray you, Jesus, tell who isthis God you speak about; where are hispriests, his
temples and his shrines?

12) And Jesus said,

The God | speak about is everywhere; he cannot be compassed with walls, nor
hedged about with bounds of any kind.

13) All people wor ship God, the One; but all the people see him not alike.

14) Thisuniversal God iswisdom, will and love.

15) All men see not the Triune God. One sees him asthe God of might; another
asthe God of thought; another asthe God of love.

16) A man'sideal ishis God, and so, as man unfolds. Man's God today,
tomorrow isnot God.

17) The nations of the earth see God from different points of view, and so he
does not seem the sameto every one.

18) Man namesthe part of God he sees, and thisto him isall of God; and every
nation seesa part of God, and every nation hasa name for God.

19) You Brahmans call him Parabrahm; in Egypt heis Thoth; and Zeusis his
namein Greece; Jehovah ishis Hebrew name; but everywhere heisthe causeless
Cause, therootless Root from which all things have grown.
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20) When men become afraid of God, and take him for a foe, they dress up other
men in fancy garbsand call them priests.

21) And chargethem torestrain thewrath of God by prayers;, and when they

fail towin hisfavor by ther prayers, to buy him off with sacrifice of animal, or
bird.

22) When man sees God as one with him, as Father-God, he needs no middle
man, no priest to inter cede;

23) He goes straight up to him and says, My Father-God! and then he lays his
hand in God's own hand, and all iswell.

24) And thisisGod. You are, each one, apriedt, just for yoursdf; and sacrifice of
blood God does not want.

25) Just giveyour lifein sacrificial serviceto theall of life, and God is pleased.
26) When Jesus had thus said he stood aside; the people wer e amazed, but strove
among themselves.

27) Some said,

Heisinspired by Holy Brahm;

and others said,

Heisinsane;

and others said,

Heisobsessed; he speaks as devils speak.

28) But Jesustarried not. Among the guestswas one, a tiller of the soil, a
generous soul, a seeker after truth, who loved the wordsthat Jesus spoke, and
Jesuswent with him, and in his home abode.

CHAPTER 29

Ajainin, a priest from Lahore, comesto Benaresto see Jesus,
and abidesin the temple. Jesusrefuses an invitation to visit the temple.
Ajainin visits him at night in the farmer's home, and accepts his philosophy.

AMONG Benares temple priestswas one, a guest, Ajainin, from Lahore.

2) By merchantmen Ajainin heard about the Jewish boy, about hiswords of
wisdom, and he girt himself and journeyed from Lahore that he might seethe
boy, and hear him speak.

3) The Brahmic priestsdid not accept thetruth that Jesus brought, and they
wer e anger ed much by what he said at the Udraka feast.

4) But they had never seen the boy, and they desired much to hear him speak,
and they invited him to be a temple guest.

5) But Jesus said to them,

Thelight ismost abundant, and it shinesfor all; if you would see the light come
to thelight.

6) If you would hear the message that the Holy One has given meto giveto men,
come unto me.

7) Now, when the priests wer e told what Jesus said they wer e enraged.
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8) Ajainin did not sharether wrath, and he sent forth another messenger with
costly giftsto Jesus at the farmer's home; he sent this message with the gifts:
9) | pray you master, listen to my words; The Brahmic law forbidsthat any
priest shall go into the homeof any one of low estate; but you can cometo us,
10) And | am surethese priestswill gladly hear you speak. | pray that you will
come and dine with usthisday.

11) And Jesus said,

TheHoly Oneregardsall men alike; the dwelling of my host is good enough for
any council of the sons of men.

12) If pride of cast keepsyou away, you are not worthy of thelight. My Father-
God doesnot regard the laws of man.

13) Your presents| return; you cannot buy the knowledge of the Lord with gold,
or precious gifts.

14) These words of Jesus angered more and morethe priests, and they began to
plot and plan how they might drive him from the land.

15) Ajainin did not join with them in plot and plan; heleft thetemplein the
night, and sought the home wher e Jesus dwelt.

16) And Jesus said,

Thereisno night where shinesthe sun; | have no secret messagesto give; in light
all secretsarerevealed.

17) Ajainin said,

| came from far-away Lahore, that | might learn about thisancient wisdom, and
thiskingdom of the Holy One of which you speak.

18) Whereisthe kingdom? wher e the king? Who ar e the subjects? what its
laws?

19) And Jesus said,

Thiskingdom isnot far away, but man with mortal eyescan seeit not; it is
within the heart.

20) You need not seek thekingin earth, or sea, or sky; heisnot there, and yet is
everywhere. Heisthe Christ of God; isuniversal love.

21) The gate of thisdominion isnot high, and he who entersit must fall down on
hisknees. It isnot wide, and none can carry carnal bundlesthrough.

22) The lower sdf must betransmuted into spirit-self; the body must be washed
in living streams of purity.

23) Ajainin asked,

Can | become a subject of thisking?

24) And Jesus said,

You areyoursdf aking, and you may enter through the gate and be a subject of
the King of kings.

25) But you must lay aside your priestly robes; must ceaseto servethe Holy One
for gold; must giveyour life, and all you have, in willing service to the sons of
men.

26) And Jesus said no more; Ajainin went hisway; and while he could not

compr ehend thetruth that Jesus spoke, he saw what he had never seen before.
27) Therealm of faith he never had explored; but in his heart the seeds of faith
and universal brotherhood had found good soil.
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28) And as he journeyed to hishome he seemed to deep, to passthrough darkest
night, and when he woke the Sun of Righteousness had arisen; he had found the
King.

29) Now, in Benares Jesustarried many days and taught.

CHAPTER 30

Jesus receives news of the death of hisfather. Hewrites a letter to his mother.
Theletter. He sendsit on its way by a merchant.

ONE day as Jesus stood beside the Ganges busy with hiswork, a caravan,
returning from the West, drew near.

2) And one, approaching Jesus, said,

We cometo you just from your native land and bring unwelcome news.

3) Your father isno moreon earth; your mother grieves, and none can comfort
her. She wonderswhether you are still alive or not; shelongsto see you once
again.

4) And Jesus bowed hishead in silent thought; and then he wrote. Of what he
wrotethisisthe sum:

5) My mother, noblest of womankind; A man just from my native land has
brought meword that father isno morein flesh, and that you grieve, and are
disconsolate.

6) My mother, all iswell; iswell for father and iswell for you.

7) Hiswork in this earth-round isdone, and it isnobly done.

8) In all the walks of life men cannot charge him with deceit, dishonesty, nor
wrong intent.

9) Herein thisround hefinished many heavy tasks, and he has gonefrom hence
prepared to solve the problems of the round of soul.

10) Our Father-God iswith him there, as he waswith him here; and there his
angel guards hisfootsteps lest he goes astray.

11) Why should you weep? Tears cannot conquer grief. Thereisno power in
grief to mend a broken heart.

12) The plane of grief isidleness; the busy soul can never grieve; it hasno time
for grief.

13) When grief come trooping through the heart, just lose your self; plunge deep
into the ministry of love, and grief is not.

14) Yoursisaministry of love, and all theworld is calling out for love.

15) Then let the past go with the pat; rise from the cares of carnal thingsand
giveyour lifefor those who live.

16) And if you loseyour lifein serving life you are sure tofind in it the morning
sun, the evening dews, in song of bird, in flowers, and in the stars of night.

17) Injust alittlewhile your problems of this earth-round will be solved; and
when your sumsare all worked out it will be pleasure unalloyed for you to enter
wider fields of usefulness, to solvethe greater problems of the soul.
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18) Strive, then, to be content, and | will cometo you some day and bring you
richer giftsthan gold or precious stones.

19) I'm surethat John will carefor you, supplying all your needs; and | am with
you all the way, Jehoshua.

20) And by the hand of one, a merchant, going to Jerusalem, he sent thisletter
on itsway.

CHAPTER 31

Brahmic priests are enraged because of Jesus' teaching
and resolve to drive him from India.
Lamaas pleads for him. Priests employ a murderer to kill him. Lamaas warns him
and he fleesto Nepal.

THE words and works of Jesus caused unrest through all the land.

2) The common people wer e hisfriends, believed in him and followed him in
thongs.

3) Thepriestsand rulerswereafraid of him, hisvery name sent terror to their
hearts.

4) He preached the brotherhood of life, the righteousness of equal rights, and
taught the uselessness of priests, and sacrificial rites.

5) He shook the very sand on which the Brahmic system stood; he madethe
Brahmicidols seem so small, and sacrifice so fraught with sin, that shrinesand
wheels of prayer wereall forgot.

6) The priestsdeclared that if this Jewish boy should tarry longer in theland a
revolution would occur; the common peoplewould arise and kill the priests, and
tear the temples down.

7) And so they sent a call abroad, and priests from every province came. Benares
was on firewith Brahmic zeal.

8) Lamaas from the temple Jagannath, who knew theinner life of Jesus well,
wasin their midst, and heard the rantings of the priests,

9) And he stood forth and said,

My brother priests, take heed, be car eful what you do; thisisa record-making
day.

10) Theworld islooking on; the very life of Brahmic thought isnow on trial.
11) If we arereason-blind; if pregudice be king today; if weresort to beastly
force, and dye our handsin blood that may, in sight of Brahm, be innocent and
pure,

12) His vengeance may fall down on us; the very rock on which westand may
bur st beneath our feet; and our beloved priesthood, and our laws and shrines
will go into decay.

13) But they would let him speak no more. The wrathful priests rushed up and
beat him, pit upon him, called him traitor, threw him, bleeding, to the street.
14) And then confusion reigned; the priests became a mob; the sight of human
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blood led on to fiendish acts and called for more.

15) Therulers, fearing war, sought Jesus, and they found him calmly teaching in
the market place.

16) They urged him to depart, that he might save hislife; but herefused to go.
17) And then the priests sought cause for hisarrest; but he had doneno crime.
18) And then false charges wer e preferred; but when the soldierswent to bring
him to the judgement hall they were afraid, because the people stood in his
defense.

19) The priests wer e baffled, and they resolved to take hislife by stealth.

20) They found a man who was a murderer by trade, and sent him out by night
to day the object of their wrath.

21) Lamaas heard about their plotting and their plans, and sent a messenger to
warn hisfriend; and Jesus hastened to depart.

22) By night heleft Benares, and with haste he journeyed to the north; and
everywher e, the farmers, merchants and sudras helped him on his way.

23) And after many days he reached the mighty Himalayas, and in the city of
Kapivastu he abode.

24) The priests of Buddha opened wide their temple doorsfor him.

CHAPTER 32

Jesusand Barata. Together they read the sacred books. Jesus takes exception to
the Buddhist doctrine of evolution and revealsthetrueorigin of man. Meets
Vidyapati, who becomes his co-laborer.

AMONG the Buddhist priests was one who saw a lofty wisdom in the wor ds that
Jesus spoke. It was Barata Arabo.

2) Together Jesus and Barata read the Jewish Psalms and Prophets; read the
Vedas, the Avesta and the wisdom of Gautama.

3) And asthey read and talked about the possibilities of man, Barata said,

4) Man isthemarvel of the universe. Heis part of everything for he hasbeen a
living thing on every plane of life.

5) Time was when man was not; and he was a bit of formless substancein the
moulds of time; and then a protoplast.

6) By universal law all thingstend upward to a state of perfectness. The
protoplast evolved, becoming worm, then reptile, bird and beast, and then at last
it reached the form of man.

7) Now, man himsdf ismind, and mind is hereto gain perfection by experience;
and mind is often manifest in fleshy form, and in the form best suited to its
growth. So mind may manifest asworm, or bird, or beast, or man.

8) Thetimewill come when everything of life will be evolved unto the state of
perfect man.

9) And after man isman in perfectness, he will evolve to higher formsof life.
10) And Jesus said,
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Barata Arabo, who taught you this, that mind, which isthe man, may manifest

in flesh of beast, or bird, or creeping thing?

11) Barata said,

From times which man remembersnot our priests havetold us so, and so we
know.

12) And Jesus said,

Enlightened Arabo, areyou a master mind and do not know that man knows
naught by being told?

13) Man may believe what others say; but thus he never knows. If man would
know, he must himself be what he knows.

14) Do you remember, Arabo, when you were ape, or bird, or worm?

15) Now, if you have no better proving of your plea than that the priests have
told you so, you do not know; you smply guess.

16) Regard not, then, what any man has said; let usforget the flesh, and go with
mind into theland of fleshlessthings, mind never does for get.

17) And backward through the ages master minds can trace themselves; and
thusthey know.

18) Time never was when man was not.

19) That which beginswill have an end. If man was not, the time will come when
hewill not exist.

20) From God's own Record Book weread: The Triune God breathed forth, and
seven Spirits stood befor e hisface. (The Hebrews call these seven Spirits,
Elohim.)

21) And these arethey who, in their boundless power, created everything that is,
or was.

22) These Spirits of the Triune God moved on the face of boundless space and
seven etherswere, and every ether had itsform of life.

23) These formsof life wer e but the thoughts of God, clothed in the substance of
their ether planes.

24) (Men call these ether planesthe planes of protoplagt, of earth, of plant, of
beadt, of man, of angel and of cherubim.)

25) These planeswith all their teeming thoughts of God, are never seen by eyes
of man in flesh; they are composed of substance far too fine for fleshly eyesto
see, and till they constitute the soul of things;

26) And with the eyes of soul all creatures seethese ether planes, and all the
formsof life.

27) Because all forms of life on every plane are thoughts of God, all creatures
think, and every creatureis possessed of will, and, in its measur e, has the power
to choose,

28) And in their native planesall creatures are supplied with nourishment from
the ethers of their planes.

29) And so it waswith every living thing until the will became a duggish will,
and then the ethers of the protoplast, the earth, the plant, the beast, the man,
began to vibrate very sow.

30) The ethersall became more dense, and all the creatures of these planes were
clothed with coar ser garbs, the garbs of flesh, which men can see; and thusthis
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coar ser manifest, which men call physical, appear ed.

31) And thisiswhat iscalled thefall of man; but man fell not alone, for
protoplast, and earth, and plant and beast were all included in the fall.

32) The angels and the cherubim fell not; their willswere ever strong, and so
they held the ethers of their planesin harmony with God.

33) Now, when the ethersreached the rate of atmosphere, and all the creatures
of these planes must get their food from atmospher e, the conflict came; and then
that which thefinite man has called survival of the best, became a law,

34) The stronger ate the bodies of the weaker manifests, and hereiswherethe
carnal law of evolution had itsrise.

35) And now man, in his utter shamelessness, strikes down and eats the beasts,
the beast consumesthe plant, the plant thrives on the earth, the earth absor bs
the protoplast.

36) In yonder kingdom of the soul this carnal evolution is not known, and the
great work of master mindsisto restorethe heritage of man, to bring him back
to hisestate that he haslost, when he again will live upon the ethers of his native
plane.

37) Thethoughts of God change not; the manifests of life on every plane unfold
into perfection of their kind; and asthe thoughts of God can never die, thereis
no death to any being of the seven ethers of the seven Spiritsof the Triune God.
38) And so an earth isnever plant; abeast, or bird, or creeping thing isnever
man, and man isnot, and cannot be, a beast, or bird, or creeping thing.

39) The time will come when all these seven manifests will be absorbed, and
man, and beast, and plant, and earth and protoplast will be redeemed.

40) Bar ata was amazed; the wisdom of the Jewish sage was a revelation unto
him.

41) Now, Vidyapati, wisest of the Indian sages, chief of temple Kapivastu, heard
Barata speak to Jesus of the origin of man, and heard the answer of the Hebrew
prophet, and he said,

42) You priests of Kapivastu, hear me speak: We stand today upon a crest of
time. Six times ago a master soul was born who gavea glory light to man, and
now a master sage stands herein temple Kapivastu.

43) ThisHebrew prophet istherising star of wisdom, deified. Hebringstousa
knowledge of the secret things of God; and all theworld will hear his words, will
heed hiswords, and glorify his name.

44) You priests of temple Kapivastu, stay! be still and listen when he speaks; he
isthe Living Oracle of God.

45 And all the priests gave thanks, and praised the Buddha of enlightenment.

CHAPTER 33

Jesus teaches the common people at a spring. Tellsthem how to attain unto
happiness.
Relates the parable of the rocky field and the hidden treasure.
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IN slent meditation Jesus sat beside a flowing spring. It was a holy day, and
many people of the servant caste were near the place.

2) And Jesus saw the hard drawn lines of toil on every brow, in every hand.
Therewasno look of joy in any face. Not one of all the group could think of
anything but toil.

3) And Jesus spoke to one and said,

Why areyou all so sad? Have you no happinessin life?

4) The man replied,

We scar cely know the meaning of that word. Wetail to live, and hope for
nothing else but toil, and bless the day when we can cease our toil and lay us
down torest in Buddha's city of the dead.

5) And Jesus heart was stirred with pity and with love for these poor toilers,
and he said,

6) Toail should not make a person sad; men should be happiest when they toil.
When hope and love are back of tail, then all of lifeisfilled with joy and peace,
and thisis heaven. Do you not know that such a heaven isfor you?

7) Theman replied,

Of heaven we have heard; but then it isso far away, and we must live so many
lives before we can reach that place!

8) And Jesus said,

My brother, man, your thoughts are wrong; your heaven isnot far away; and it
isnot a place of metes and bounds, isnot a country to bereached; it is a state of
mind.

9) God never made a heaven for man; he never made a hell; we are creatorsand
we make our own.

10) Now, cease to seek for heaven in the sky; just open up the windows of your
hearts, and, like a flood of light, a heaven will come and bring a boundlessoy;
then toil will be no crud task.

11) The people were amazed, and gathered closeto hear this strange young
master speak,

12) Imploring him to tell them mor e about the Father-God; about the heaven
that men can make on earth; about the boundlessjoy.

13) And Jesus spoke a parable; he said, A certain man possessed a field; the soil
was hard and poor.

14) By constant toil he scarcely could provide enough of food to keep hisfamily
from want.

15) Oneday a miner who could see beneath the soil, in passing on hisway, saw
this poor man and hisunfruitful field.

16) He called the weary toiler and he said, My brother, know you not that just
below the surface of your barren field rich treasureslie concealed?

17) You plough and sow and reap in scanty way, and day by day you tread upon
amineof gold and precious stones.

18) Thiswealth liesnot upon the surface of the ground; but if you will dig away
the rocky soil, and delve down deep into the earth, you need no longer till the soil
for naught.

19) The man believed. The miner surely knows, he said, and | will find the
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treasures hidden in my field.

20) And then he dug away therocky soil, and deep down in the earth he found a
mine of gold.

21) And Jesus said, The sons of men aretoiling hard on desert plains, and
burning sands and rocky soils; are doing what there fathersdid, not dreaming
they can do aught else.

22) Behold, a master comes, and tellsthem of a hidden wealth; that underneath
the rocky soil of carnal things are treasures that no man can count;

23) That in the heart therichest gems abound; that he who wills may open the
door and find them all.

24) And then the people said,

Make known to usthe way that we may find the wealth that lays within the
heart.

25) And Jesus opened up theway; thetoilers saw another side of life, and tail
becameajoy.

CHAPTER 34

The Jubileein Kapivastu. Jesusteachesin the plaza and the people are astonished.
Herelates the parable of the unkept vineyard and thevinedresser. The priestsare
angered by hiswords.

IT wasa gala day in sacred Kapivastu; athrong of Buddhist wor shippers had
met to celebrate a Jubilee.

2) And priests and mastersfrom all parts of India werethere; they taught; but
they embdlished little truth with many words.

3) And Jesuswent into an ancient plaza and taught; he spoke of Father-M other-
God; hetold about the brotherhood of life.

4) Thepriests and all the people wer e astounded at hiswords and said,
Isthisnot Buddha come again in flesh? No other one could speak with such
smplicity and power.

5) And Jesus spoke a parable; he said,

Therewasavineyard all unkept; the vines wer e high, the growth of leaves and
branches great.

6) The leaves were broad and shut the sunlight from the vines; the grapeswere
sour, and few, and small.

7) The pruner came; with hissharp knife he cut off every branch, and not a leaf
remained; just root and stalk, and nothing more.

8) The busy neighbors came with one accord and were amazed, and said to him
who pruned, You foolish man! the vineyard is despoiled.

9) Such desolation! Thereisno beauty left, and when the harvest time shall come
the gatherswill find no fruit.

10) The pruner said, Content your selves with what you think, and come again at
harvest time and see.
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11) And when the harvest time came on the busy neighbor s came again; they
were surprised.

12) The naked stalks had put forth branch and leaf, and heavy cluster s of
delicious grapes weighed every branch to earth.

13) Thegatherersreoiced as, day by day, they carried therich fruitageto the
press.

14) Behold the vineyard of the Lord! the earth is spread with human vines.
15) The gorgeous forms and rites of men are branches, and their wordsare
leaves, and these have grown so great that sunlight can no longer reach the
heart; thereisno fruit.

16) Behald, the pruner comes, and with a two-edged knife he cuts away the
branches and the leaves of words,

17) And naught isleft but unclothed stalks of human life.

18) The priestsand they of pompous show, rebuke the pruner, and would stay
him in hiswork.

19) They see no beauty in the stalks of human life; no promises of fruit.

20) The harvest timewill come and they who scorned the pruner will look on
again and be amazed, for they will seethe human stalksthat seemed so lifeless,
bending low with preciousfruit.

21) And they will hear the harvestersreoice, because the harvest is so great.
22) The priestswere not well pleased with Jesus words; but they rebuked him
not; they feared the multitude.

CHAPTER 35
Jesus and Vidyapati consider the needs of the incoming age of the world.

THE Indian sage and Jesus often met and talked about the needs of nationsand
of men; about the sacred doctrines, formsand rites best suited to the coming
age.

2) One day they sat together in a mountain pass, and Jesus said,

The coming age will surely not require priests, and shrines, and sacrifice of life.
3) Thereisno power in sacrifice of beast, or bird, to help aman to holy life.

4) And Vidyapati said,

All forms and rites are symbols of the thingsthat men must do within the temple
of the soul.

5) The Holy Onerequiresman to give hislifein willing sacrifice for men, and all
the so-called offerings on altars and on shrinesthat have been made sincetime
began, were made to teach man how to give himself to save his brother man; for
man can never save himself except he lose hislifein saving other men.

6) Theperfect age will not requireformsand ritesand carnal sacrifice. The
coming ageis not the perfect age, and men will call for object lessons and
symbolicrites.

7) And in thegreat religion you shall introduce to men, some smplerites of
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washings and remembranceswill berequired; but crud sacrifice of animals, and
birdsthe godsrequire not.

8) And Jesus said,

Our God mugt loathe thetinseled show of priestsand priestly things.

9) When men array themselvesin showy garbsto indicate that they are servants
of the gods, and strut about like gaudy birdsto be admired by men, because of
piety or any other thing, the Holy One must surely turn away in sheer disgust.
10) All people are alike the servants of our Father-God, are kingsand priests.
11) Will not the coming age demand complete destruction of the priestly caste, as
well asevery other caste, and inequality among the sons of men?

12) And Vidyapati said,

The coming ageisnot the age of spirit lifeand men will pride themselvesin
wearing priestly robes, and chanting pious chants to advertise themselves as
saints.

13) Thesmpleritesthat you will introduce will be extolled by those who follow
you, until the sacred service of the age will far outshinein gor geousness the
priestly service of the Brahmic age.

14) Thisisa problem men must solve.

15) The perfect age will come when every man will be a priest and men will not
array themselvesin special garb to advertisetheir piety.
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SECTION V11
ZAIN

Lifeand Works of Jesusin Tibet and Western India

CHAPTER 36

Jesusin Lassa. He meets Meng-tse who aids him in reading the ancient
manuscripts.
Hegoesto Ladak. Healsa child. Relatesthe parable of the king's son.

IN Lassa of Tibet therewasa master'stemple, rich in manuscripts of ancient
lore.

2) Thelndian sage had read these manuscripts, and herevealed to Jesus many
of the secret lessonsthey contained; but Jesus wished to read them for himself.
3) Now, Meng-tse, greatest sage of all thefarther East, wasin thistemple of
Tibet.

4) The path across Emodus heights was difficult; but Jesus started on hisway,
and Vidyapati sent with him atrusted guide.

5) And Vidyapati sent a message to Meng-tse, in which hetold about the Hebrew
sage, and spoke for him a welcome by the temple priests.

6) Now, after many days, and perilsgreat, the guide and Jesusreached the Lassa
templein Tibet.

7) And Meng-tse opened wide the temple doors, and all the priestsand masters
gave a welcometo the Hebrew sage.

8) And Jesus had accessto all the sacred manuscripts, and, with the help of
Meng-tse, read them all.

9) And Meng-tse often talked with Jesus of the coming age, and of the sacred
service best adapted to the people of the age.

10) In Lassa Jesus did not teach. When hefinished all hisstudiesin the temple
schools he jour neyed toward the West. In many villages hetarried for atime and
taught.

11) At last hereached the pass, and in the Ladak city, L eh, hewas received with
favor by the monks, the merchants, and the men of low estate.

12) And in the monastery he abode, and taught; and then he sought the common
peoplein the marts of trade; and there he taught.

13) Not far away a woman lived, whose infant son was sick nigh unto death. The
doctors had declared,

Thereisno hope; the child must die.

14) Thewoman heard that Jesuswas a teacher sent from God, and she believed
that he had power to heal her son.

15) And so she clagped the dying infant in her armsand ran with haste and
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asked to see the man of God.

16) When Jesus saw her faith helifted up hiseyesto heaven and said,

17) My Father-God, let power divine 0'ershadow me, and let the Holy Breath fill
full thischild that it may live.

18) And in the presence of the multitude he laid his hand upon the child and
said,

19) Good woman you are blest; your faith has saved your son.

And then the child was wdll.

20) The people wer e astonished and they said,

Thissurely isthe Holy One made flesh, for man alone cannot rebuke a fever
thus and save a child from death.

21) Then many of the people brought their sick, and Jesus spoke the Word, and
they wer e healed.

22) Among the Ladaks Jesustarried many days, he taught them how to heal;
how sinsare blotted out, and how to make on earth a heaven of joy.

23) The peopleloved him for hiswords and works, and when he must depart
they grieved as children grieve when mother goes away.

24) And on the mor ning when he started on hisway the multitudes werethereto
press hishand

25) To them he spoke a parable; he said,

A certain king so loved the people of hisland that he sent forth his only son with
precious giftsfor all.

26) The son went everywhere and scattered forth the giftswith lavish hand.

27) But there were priestswho ministered at shrines of foreign gods, who were
not pleased because theking did not through them bestow the gifts.

28) And so they sought to cause the people all to hate the son. They said, These
giftsare not of any worth; they are but counterfeits.

29) And so the people threw the precious gems, and gold and silver in thestreets.
They caught the son and beat him, spit upon him, drove him from their midst.
30) The son resented not their insultsand their crudlties; but thus he prayed, My
Father-God, forgive these creatures of thy hand; they are but daves; they know
not what they do.

31) And while they yet wer e beating him he gave them food, and blest them with
a boundlesslove.

32) In certain citieswasthe son received with joy, and he would gladly have
remained to blessthe homes; but he could tarry not, for he must carry giftsto
every onein all theking'sdomain.

33) And Jesus said, My Father-God isking of all mankind, and he has sent me
forth with all the bounties of his matchless love and boundless wealth.

34) To all the people of all lands, lo, | must bear these gifts--thiswater and this
bread of life.

35) I go my way, but we will meet again; for in my Fatherland isroom for all; |
will prepare a placefor you.

36) And Jesusraised hishand in silent benediction; then he went hisway.
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CHAPTER 37

Jesusis presented with a camel. He goes to Lahore where he abides with Ajainin,
whom he teaches. Lesson of the wandering musicians. Jesus resumes hisjourney.

A CARAVAN of merchantmen wer e journeying through the Kashmir vale as
Jesus passed that way, and they were going to Lahore, a city of the Hand, the
five-stream land.

2) The merchantmen had heard the prophet speak, had seen his mighty worksin
L eh, and they were glad to see him once again.

3) And when they knew that he was going to L ahore and then acrossthe Sind,
through Persia and thefarther West, and that he had no beast on which toride,
4) They freely gave to him a noble bactrian beast, well saddled and equipped,
and Jesusjourneyed with the caravan.

5) And when hereached Lahore, Ajainin and some other Brahmic priests,
received him with delight.

6) Ajainin wasthe priest who cameto Jesusin the night time in Benares many
months before, and heard hiswords of truth.

7) And Jesuswas Ajainin's guest; he taught Ajainin many things, revealed to
him the secrets of the healing art.

8) He taught him how he could control the spirits of the air, thefire, the water
and the earth; and he explained to him the secret doctrine of forgiveness, and the
blotting out of sins.

9) Oneday Ajainin sat with Jesusin the temple porch; a band of wandering
singers and musicians paused before the court to sing and play.

10) Their music was most rich and delicate, and Jesus said,

Among the high-bred people of the land we hear no sweeter music than that
these uncouth children of the wildernessbring hereto us.

11) From whence this talent and this power ? In one short life they surely could
not gain such grace of voice, such knowledge of the laws of harmony and tone.
12) Men call them prodigies. Thereareno prodigies. All thingsresult from
natural law.

13) These people are not young. A thousand year swould not sufficeto givethem
such divine expressiveness, and such purity of voice and touch.

14) Ten thousand year s ago these people mastered harmony. In days of old they
trod the busy thoroughfares of life, and caught the melody of birds, and played
on harpsof perfect form.

15) And they have come again to learn still other lessons from the varied notes of
manifests.

16) These wandering people form a part of heaven'sorchestra, and in the land of
perfect thingsthe very angeswill ddlight to hear them play and sing.

17) And Jesus taught the common people of Lahore; he healed their sick, and
showed to them the way to riseto better things by helpfulness.

18) He said,

We arenot rich by what we get and hold; the only things we keep are those we
give away.
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19) If you would live the perfect life, give forth your lifein service for your kind,
and for theformsof life that men esteem the lower forms of life.

20) But Jesus could not tarry longer in Lahore; he badethe priests and other
friendsfarewell; and then hetook hiscame and he went hisway toward the

Sind.
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SECTION VIII
CHETH

Lifeand Worksof Jesusin Persia

CHAPTER 38

Jesus crosses Persia. Teaches and healsin many places. Three magian priests
meet him as he nears Persepolis. Kaspar and two other Persian masters meet him
in Persepolis. The seven masters sit in silence seven days.

FOUR-AND-TWENTY years of age was Jesus when he entered Persia on his
homeward way.

2) In many a hamlet, town and neighbor hood he paused a while and taught and
healed.

3) Thepriestsand ruling classes did not welcome him, because he censured them
for cruelty to those of low estate.

4) The common people followed him in throngs.

5) At timesthe chiefs made bold to try to hinder him, forbidding him to teach or
heal the sick. But heregarded not their angry threats,; he taught, and healed the
sick.

6) In time hereached Persepalis, the city where the kings of Persia were
entombed; the city of thelearned magi, Hor, and Lun, and Mer, thethreewise
men.

7) Who, four-and-twenty year s befor e, had seen the star of promiserise above
Jerusalem, and who had journeyed to the West to find the new-born king;

8) And werethefirst to honor Jesus asthe master of the age, and gave him gifts
of gold, gum-thusand myrrh.

9) These magi knew, by waysthat master s always know, when Jesus near ed
Persepolis; and then they girt themselves, and went to meet him on the way.

10) And when they met, a light much brighter than thelight of day surrounded
them, and men who saw the four stand in the way declared they were
transfigured; seeming more like gods than men.

11) Now, Hor and Lun were aged men, and Jesus placed them on hisbeast to
rideinto Persepolis; whilst he and Mer led on the way.

12) And when they reached the magi's homethey all rgoiced. And Jesustold the
thrilling story of hislife, and Hor and Lun and Mer spoke not; they only looked
to heaven, and in their heartspraised God.

13) Three wise men from the North werein Persepolis, and they were Kaspar,
Zaraand Mezone; and Kaspar wasthe wisest master of the Magian land. These
three were at the home of Hor and Lun and Mer when Jesus came.

14) For seven daysthese seven men spoke not; they sat in silence in the council
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hall in close communion with the Sllent Brotherhood.
15) They sought for light, for revelation and for power. The laws and precepts of
the coming age required all the wisdom of the master s of the world.

CHAPTER 39

Jesus attends a feast in Persepalis.
Speaks to the people, reviewing the magian philosophy.
Explainstheorigin of evil. Spendsthe nightin prayer.

A FEAST in honor of the magian God was being held, and many men were
gathered in Persepolis.

2) And on the great day of the feast the ruling magian master said, Within these
sacred wallsisliberty; whoever willsto speak may speak.

3) And Jesus, standing in the midst of all the people, said,

My brothers, sisters, children of our Father-God:

4) Most blest are you among the sons of men today, because you have such just
conceptions of the Holy One and man.

5) Your purity in worship and in lifeis pleasing unto God; and to your master,
Zarathustra, praiseisdue.

6) Well say you all, Thereisone God from whose great being there cameforth
the seven Spiritsthat created heaven and earth; and manifest unto the sons of
men arethese great Spiritsin the sun, and moon, and stars.

7) But in your sacred bookswe read that two among these seven are of superior
strength; that one of these created all the good; the other one created all that evil
is.

8) | pray you, honored masters, tell me how that evil can be born of that which is
all good?

9) A magusrose and said,

If you will answer me, your problem will be solved.

10) We all do recognize the fact that evil is. Whatever is, must have a cause, I f
God, the One, made not thisevil, then, whereisthe God who did?

11) And Jesus said,

Whatever God, the One, has madeis good, and like the great first Cause, the
seven Spirits all are good, and everything that comes from their creative handsis
good.

12) Now, all created things have color s, tones and formstheir own; but certain
tones, though good and pure themselves, when mixed, produce inhar monies,
discordant tones.

13) And certain things, though good and pure, when mixed, produce discor dant
things, yea, poisonousthings, that men call evil things.

14) So evil istheinharmonious blending of the colors, tones, or forms of good.
15) Now, man isnot all-wise, and yet haswill hisown. He has the power, and he
usesit, to mix God's good thingsin a multitude of ways, and every day he makes
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discordant sounds, and evil things.

16) And every tone and form, beit of good, or ill, becomesa living thing, a
demon, sprite, or spirit of a good or vicious kind.

17) Man makes hisevil thus; and then becomes afraid of him and flees; his devil
is emboldened, follows him away and casts him into torturing fires.

18) The devil and the burning fires are both the works of man, and none can put
thefires out and dissipate the evil one, but man who made them baoth.

19) Then Jesus stood aside, and not a magus answered him.

20) And he departed from the throng and went into a secret placeto pray.

CHAPTER 40

Jesusteaches the magians. Explainsthe Silence and how to enter it.
Kaspar extols the wisdom of Jesus. Jesusteachesin the groves of Cyrus.

NOW, in the early morning Jesus came again to teach and heal. A light not
comprehended shown about, asthough some mighty spirit over shadowed him.
2) A magus noted thisand asked him privatdy to tell from whence hiswisdom
came, and what the meaning of thelight.

3) And Jesus said,

Thereisa Silence where the soul may meet its God, and therethe
fount of wisdom is, and all who enter areimmersed in light, and
filled with wisdom, love and power .

4) The magus said,

Tel meabout this Sllence and thislight, that | may go and there abide.

5)And Jesus said,

The Silenceisnot circumscribed; isnot a place closed in with wall, or
rocky steeps, nor guarded by the sword of man.

6) Men carry with them all the time the secret place where they
might meet their God.

7) It matters not where men abide, on mountain top, in deepest vale,
in martsof trade, or in the quiet home; they may at once, at any
time, fling wide the door, and find the Silence, find the house of God;
it iswithin the soul.

8) One may not be so much disturbed by noise of business, and the
wor ds and thoughts of men if he goes all aloneinto the valley or the
mountain pass.

9) And when life'sheavy load ispressing hard, it isfar better to go
out and seek a quiet placeto pray and meditate.

10) The Silenceisthe kingdom of the soul, which is not seen by
human eyes.
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11) When in the Silence, phantom forms mat flit before the mind,;
but they are all subservient to the will; the master soul may speak
and they are gone.

12) If you would find this Silence of the soul you must your self
prepare the way. None but the purein heart may enter here.

13) And you must lay aside all tenseness of the mind, all business
cares, all fears, all doubts and troubled thoughts.

14) Y our human will must be absorbed by the divine; then you will
come into a consciousness of holiness.

15) You arein the Holy Place, and you will see upon a living shrine
the candle of the Lord aflame.

16) And when you see it burning there, look deep into the temple of
your brain, and you will seeit all aglow.

17) In every part, from head to foot, are candles all in place, just
waiting to be lighted by the flaming torch of love.

18) And when you see the candles all aflame, just look, and you will
see, with eyes of soul, the water s of the fount of wisdom rushing on;
and you may drink, and there abide.

19) And then the curtains part, and you arein the Holiest of All,
wherereststhe Ark of God, whose covering isthe Mercy Seat.

20) Fear not to lift the sacred board; the Tables of theLaw arein the
Ark concealed.

21) Takethem and read them well; for they contain all precepts and
commands that men will ever need.

22) And in the Ark, the magic wand of prophecy lieswaiting for your
hand; it isthe key to all the hidden meanings of the present, future,
past.

23) And then, behold the manna there, the hidden bread of life; and
he who eats shall never die.

24) The cherubim have guarded well for every soul thistreasurebox,

and whosoever will may enter in and find his own.

25) Now Kaspar heard the Hebrew master speak and he exclaimed,
Behold, the wisdom of the gods has come to men!

26) And Jesus went hisway, and in the sacred groves of Cyrus, wherethe
multitudes wer e met, he taught and healed the sick.

CHAPTER 41
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Jesus stands by a healing fountain. Revealsthe fact that faith is the potent factor
in healing and many are healed by faith. A little child teaches a great lesson of
faith.

A FLOWING spring that people called the Healing Fount was near Persepalis.
2) And all the people thought that at a certain time of the year their deity came
down and gave a virtue to the water s of the fount, and that the sick who then
would plunge into the fount and wash would be made whole.

3) About the fount a multitude of people were in waiting for the Holy Oneto
come and potentise the water s of the fount.

4) The blind, the lame, the deaf, the dumb, and those obsessed werethere.

5) And Jesus, standing in the midst of them, exclaimed,

Behold the spring of life! These watersthat will fail are honored asthe special
blessing of your God.

6) From whence do healing virtues come? Why isyour God o partial with his
gifts? Why does he bless this spring today, and then tomorrow take his blessings
all away?

7) A deity of power could fill these water sfull of healing virtue every day.

8) Hear me, you sick, disconsolate: The virtue of thisfount isnot a special gift of
God.

9) Faith isthe healing power of every drop of all the waters of this spring.

10) He who believeswith all hisheart that he will be made whole by washing in
thisfount will be made whole when he has washed; and he may wash at any
time.

11) Let every one who hasthisfaith in God and in himsdf plungein these waters
now and wash.

12) And many of the people plunged into the crystal fount; and they were
healed.

13) And then therewasarush, for all the people were ingpired with faith, and
each one strove to be among thefirst to wash, lest all the virtue be absor bed.
14) And Jesus saw a little child, weak, faint and helpless, sitting all alone beyond
the surging crowd; and there was noneto help her to the fount.

15) And Jesus said,

My little one, why do you sit and wait? Why not arise and hasten to the fount
and wash, and be made well?

16) The child replied,

| need not haste; the blessings of my Father in the sky are measured not in tiny
cups, they never fail; their virtuesarethe samefor evermore.

17) When these whosefaith isweak and must haste to wash for fear ther faith
will fail, have all been cured, these waterswill bejust as powerful for me.

18) Then | can go and stay a long, long time within the blessed water s of the
spring.

19) And Jesus said,

Behold a master soul! She cameto earth to teach to men the power of faith.

20) And then helifted up the child and said,

Why wait for anything? Thevery air we breatheisfilled with balm of life.
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Breathein thisbalm of lifein faith and be made whole.

21) The child breathed in the balm of lifein faith, and she was well.

22) The people marveled much at what they heard and saw; they said, Thisman
must surely bethe god of health made flesh.

23) And Jesus said,

Thefount of lifeisnot alittle poal; it isaswide as ar e the spaces of the heavens.
24) The waters of the fount are love; the potency isfaith, and he who plunges
deep into theliving springs, in living faith, may wash away his guilt and be made
whole, and freed from sin.
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SECTION IX
TETH

Lifeand Works of Jesusin Assyria

CHAPTER 42

Jesus bids the magians farewell. Goesto Assyria. Teachesthe peoplein Ur of
Chaldea.
Meets Ashbina, with whom he visits many towns and cities, teaching and healing
the sick.

IN Persia Jesus work was done and he resumed his journey towards his native
land.

2) The Persian sage went with him to the Euphrates; then with a pledge that
they would meet again in Egypt land the master s said,

Farewdll.

3) And Kaspar went hisway unto his home beside the Caspian Sea; and Jesus
soon wasin Chaldea, cradleland of Isradl.

4) In Ur, where Abraham was born, hetarried for atime; and when hetold the
people who he was, and why he came, they came from near and far to speak to
him.

5) He said to them,

Weall arekin. Two thousand yearsand more ago, our Father Abraham lived
herein Ur, and then he wor shipped God the One, and taught the peoplein these
sacred groves.

6) And he was greatly blessed; becoming father of the mighty hosts of I sradl.

7) Although so many year s have passed since Abraham and Sarah walked these
ways, aremnant of their kindred ill abidesin Ur.

8) And in there heartsthe God of Abraham is <till adored, and faith and justice
aretherockson which they build.

9) Behold thisland! It isno morethefruitful land that Abraham loved so well;
therainscomenot asin the former times; the vineisnot productive now, and
withered arethefigs.

10) But thisshall not forever be; thetimewill come when all your desertswill
rejoice; when flower swill bloom; whenall your vineswill bend their headswith
luscious fruit; your shepherdswill again be glad.

11) And Jesus preached to them the gospel of goodwill, and peace on earth. He
told them of the brotherhood of life, and of the inborn powers of man, and of the
kingdom of the soul.

12) And as he spoke, Ashbina, greatest sage of all Assyria, stood befor e his face.
13) The people knew the sage, for he had often taught them in their sacred halls
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and groves, and they regoiced to see hisface.

14) Ashbina said,

My children of Chaldea, hear! Behold, for you are greatly blest today, because a
prophet of the living God has come to you.

15) Take heed to what this master says, for he givesforth the wordsthat God
has given him.

16) And Jesus and the sage went through the towns and cities of Chaldea and of
thelands between the Tigris and the Euphr ates,

17) And Jesus healed a multitude of people who were sick.

CHAPTER 43

Jesus and Ashbina visit Babylon and remark its desolation. The two masters
remain in company seven days,
then Jesus resumes his homeward journey. Arrivesin Nazareth. His mother gives
afeastin hishonor.
His brothers are displeased. Jesustells his mother and aunt the story of his
journeys.

THE ruined Babylon was near, and Jesus and the sage went through her gates and
walked among her falen palaces.

2) They trod the streets where Isragl once was held in base captivity.

3) They saw where Judah's sons and daughters hung their harps upon the willows,
and refused to sing.

4) They saw where Danid and the Hebrew children stood as living witnesses of faith.
5) And Jesus lifted up his hands and said,

Behold the grandeur of the works of man!

6) The king of Babylon destroyed the temple of the Lord in old Jerusalem; he burned
the holy city, bound in cheins my people and my kin, and brought them here as
daves.

7) But retribution comes; for whatsoever men shdl do to other men the righteous
Judge will do to them.

8) The sun of Babylon has gone down; the songs of pleasure will be heard no more
within her walls.

9) And every kind of cregping thing and unclean bird will, in these ruins, find their
homes.

10) And in the temple Belus, Jesus and Ashbina stood in silent thought.

11) Then Jesus spoke and said,

Behold this monument of folly and of shame.

12) Man tried to shake the very throne of God, and he assayed to build a tower to
reach to heaven, when, o, his very speech was snatched away, because in |lofty words
he boasted of his power.

13) And on these heights the heathen Badl stood - the god wrought out by hands of
man.
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14) Upon yon dltar, birds, and beasts, and men, yea children have been burned in
awful sacrifice to Badl.

15) But now the gory priests are dead; the very rocks have shuddered and have fdlen
down; the place is desolate.

16) Now, in the plains of Shinar Jesustarried yet for seven days, and, with Ashbing,
meditated long upon the needs of men, and how the sages could best serve the
coming age.

17) Then Jesus went his way, and after many days he crossed the Jordan to his native
land. At once he sought his home in Nazareth.

18) His mother's heart was filled with joy; she made afeest for him, inviting al her
kindred and her friends.

19) But Jesus brothers were not pleased that such attention should be paid to one they
deemed a sheer adventurer, and they went not in to the feast.

20) They laughed their brother's claims to scorn; they called him indolent, ambitious,
vain; aworthless fortune hunter; searcher of the world for fame, who, after many

years returns to mother's home with neither gold, nor any other wedlth.

21) And Jesus cdlled asde his mother and her sister, Miriam, and told them of his
journey to the East.

22) Hetold them of the lessons he had learned, and of the works that he had done. To
others he told not the story of hislife
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SECTION X
JOD

Lifeand Works of Jesusin Greece

CHAPTER 44

Jesus visits Greece and is welcomed by the Athenians. Meets Apollo.
Addresses the Grecian mastersin the Amphitheatre. The address.

THE Greek philosophy was full of pungent truth, and Jesuslonged to study with
the mastersin the schools of Greece.

2) And o0 he left hishomein Nazareth and crossed the Carme hills, and at the
port took ship, and soon wasin the Grecian capital.

3) Now, the Athenians had heard of him asteacher and philosopher, and they
wer e glad to have him cometo them that they might hear hiswords of truth.

4) Among the master s of the Greekswas one, Apollo, who was called, Defender
of the Oracle, and recognized in many lands as Gr ecian sage.

5) Apollo opened up for Jesusall the doorsof Grecian lore, and in the
Areopagus he heard the wisest master s speak.

6) But Jesus brought to them awisdom greater far than theirs, and so he taught.
7) Oncein the Amphitheatre he stood, and when Apollo bade him speak he said,
8) Athenian magters, hear! In ageslong ago, men, wise in natur€'s laws, sought
out and found the place on which your city stands.

9) Full well you know that there are partsof earth whereitsgreat beating heart
throws heavenward etheric wavesthat meet the ethersfrom above:

10) Where spirit-light and under standing, like the stars of night, shineforth.

11) Of all the parts of earth thereisno place more sensitized, moretruly spirit-
blest, than that where Athens stands.

12) Yea, all of Greeceis blest. No other land has been the homeland of such
mighty men of thought as grace your scrolls of fame.

13) A host of sturdy giants of philosophy, of poetry, of science, and of art, were
born upon the soil of Greece, and rocked to manhood in your cradleof pure
thought.

14) | come not hereto speak of science, of philosophy, or art; of these you arethe
world's best masters now.

15) But all your high accomplishments are but stepping stonesto worlds beyond
therealm of sense; are but illusive shadows flitting on the walls of time.

16) But | would tell you of a life beyond, within; areal life that cannot pass
away.

17) In science and philosophy thereisno power strong enough to fit a soul to
recognizeitsdf, or to commune with God.

18) | would not stay the flow of your great streams of thought; but | would turn
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them to the channels of the soul.

19) Unaided by the Spirit-breath, the work of intellection tendsto solve the
problems of the things we see, and nothing more.

20) The senseswer e ordained to bring into the mind mere pictures of the things
that pass away; they do not deal with real things; they do not comprehend
eternal law.

21) But man has something in his soul, a something that will tear the veil apart
that he may see the world of real things.

22) We call this something, spirit consciousness; it sleepsin every soul, and
cannot be awakened till the Holy Breath becomes a welcome guest.

23) ThisHoly Breath knocks at the door of every soul, but cannot enter in until
thewill of man throwswide the door.

24) Thereisno power in intdlect to turn the key; philosophy and science both
havetoiled to get a glimpse behind the veil; but they have failed.

25) The secret spring that throws gjar the door of soul istouched by nothing else
than purity in life, by prayer and holy thought.

26) Return, O mystic stream of Grecian thought, and mingle your clear waters
with theflood of Spirit-life; and then the spirit consciousness will eep no more,
and man will know, and God will bless.

27) When Jesushad thus said he stepped aside. The Grecian masterswere
astonished at the wisdom of hiswords; they answered not.

CHAPTER 45

Jesus teaches the Greek masters. Goes with Apollo to Delphi and hears
the Oracle speak. It testifiesfor him. He abides with Apollo,
and isrecognized asthe living Oracle of God.
Explainsto Apollo the phenomenon of oraclular speech.

FOR many daysthe Grecian masterslistened to the clear incisive words that
Jesus spoke, and while they could not fully comprehend the things hesaid, they
wer e delighted and accepted his philosophy.

2) One day as Jesus and Apollo walked beside the sea, a Delphic courier camein
haste and said,

Apollo, master, come; the Oracle would speak to you.

3) Apollo said to Jesus,

Sir, if you would see the Delphic Oracle, and hear it speak, you may accompany
me.

And Jesus did accompany him.

4) The masterswent in haste; and when they cameto Delphi, great excitement
reigned.

5) And when Apollo stood before the Oracle it spoke and said:

6) Apoallo, sage of Greece, the bell strikestwelve; the midnight of the ages now
has come.
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7) Within thewomb of nature ages are conceived; they gestateand areborn in
glory with therising sun, and when the agic sun goes down the age disintegr ates
and dies.

8) The Delphic age has been an age of glory and renown; the gods have spoken
to the sons of men through oracles of wood, and gold, and precious stone.

9) The Delphic sun has set; the Oracle will go into decline; thetimeisnear when
men will hear itsvoice no more.

10) The godswill speak to man by man. The living Oracle now standswithin
these sacred groves; the Logos from on high has come.

11) From henceforth will decrease my wisdom and my power; from henceforth
will increase the wisdom and the power of him, Immanuel.

12) Let all the masters stay; let every creature hear and honor him, Immanue.
13) And then the Oracle spoke not again for forty days, and priests and people
wer e amazed. They came from near and far to hear the Living Oracle speak
forth thewisdom of the gods.

14) And Jesus and the Grecian sagereturned, and in Apollo’'shomethe Living
Oracle spokeforth for forty days.

15) Oneday Apollo said to Jesus asthey sat alone,

This sacred Delphic Oracle has spoken many a helpful word for Greece.

16) Pray tell mewhat it isthat speaks. Isit an angel, man, or living god?

17) And Jesus said,

It isnot angel, man, nor god that speaks. It isthe matchless wisdom of the
master minds of Greece, united in a master mind.

18) Thisgiant mind hastaken to itself the substances of soul, and thinks, and
hears, and speaks.

19) It will remain aliving soul while master mindsfeed it with thought, with
wisdom and with faith and hope.

20) But when the master minds of Greece shall perish from the land, this giant
master mind will ceaseto be, and then the Delphic Oracle will speak no more.

CHAPTER 46

A storm on the sea. Jesusrescues many drowning men.

71

The Athenians pray to idols. Jesusrebukestheir idolatry and tells how God helps.

His last meeting with the Greeks. Sails on the vessel Mars.

IT was aholy day and Jesus waked upon the Athens beach.

2) A sorm was on and ships were being tossed about like toys upon the bosom of the
sea.

3) The sailors and the fishermen were going down to watery graves, the shores were
strewn with bodies of the dead.

4) And Jesus halted not, but with amighty power he rescued many a helpless one, oft
bringing back to life the seeming dead.

5) Now, on these shores were altars sacred to the gods supposed to rule the sess.
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6) And men and women, heedless of the cries of drowning men were crowding al
about these dtars calling on their gods for help.

7) At length the ssorm was done, and al the seawas calm, and men could think again;
and Jesus said,

8) Y ou worshippers of wooden gods, how has the fury of this storm been lessened by
your frantic prayers?

9) Where s the strength of these poor, weather-beaten gods with painted swords and
crowns?

10) A god that could abide in such alittle house could hardly hold a frantic fly, and
who could hope that he could hold at bay the Lords of winds and waves?

11) The mighty powers of worlds unseen do not give forth their help till men have
done their best; they only help when men can do no more.

12) And you have agonized and prayed around these shrines, and let men sink to
death who might have been, by your assistance, saved.

13) The God that saves dwdlsin your souls, and manifests by making use of your
own feet, and legs, and arms, and hands.

14) Strength never comes through idleness; nor through awaiting for another one to
bear your loads, or do the work that you are caled to do.

15) But when you do your best to bear your loads, and do your work, you offer unto
God a sacrifice wel pleasing in hisSght.

16) And then the Holy One breathes degp upon your glowing sacrificid coas, and
makes them blaze doft to fill your soulswith light, and strength and helpfulness.

17) The mogt efficient prayer that men can offer to agod of any kind is hdpfulnessto
those in need of help; for what you do for other men the Holy One will do for you.
18) And thus God helps.

19) Hiswork in Greece was done, and Jesus must go on hisway to Egypt in the
South. Apallo, with the highest masters of the land and many people from the varied
waks of life, stood on the shore to see the Hebrew sage depart; and Jesus said,

20) The son of man has been in many lands; has stood in temples of amultitude of
foreign gods; has preached the gospel of good will and peace on earth to many
people, tribes and tongues,

21) Has been received with favor in a multitude of homes; but Greece is, of them dll,
theroya host.

22) The breadth of Grecian thought; the depth of her philosophy; the height of her
unsdfish agpirations have well fitted her to be the champion of the cause of human
liberty and right.

23) The fates of war have subjugated Greece, because she trusted in the strength of
flesh, and bone and intellect, forgetful of the spirit-life that binds anation to its source
of power.

24) But Greece will not forever sit within the darkness of the shadow land as vassal
of aforeign king.

25) Lift up your heads, you men of Greece; the time will come when Greece will
breethe the ethers of the Holy Breath, and be a mainspring of the spirit power of
earth.

26) But God must be your shield, your buckler, and your tower of strength.

27) And then he said,
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Farewell.
Apollo raised his hand in slent benediction, and the people wept.
28) Upon the Cretan vessdl, Mars, the Hebrew sage sailed from the Grecian port.

73
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SECTION Xl
CAPH

Lifeand Works of Jesusin Egypt

CHAPTER 47

Jesuswith Elihu and Salomein Egypt. Tellsthe story
of hisjourneys. Elihu and Salome praise God.
Jesus goes to the temple in Heliopolis and is received as a pupil.

AND Jesus came to Egypt land and all waswell. He tarried not upon the coast;
he went at onceto Zoan, home of Elihu and Salome, who five and twenty years
before had taught hismother in their sacred schooal.

2) And there wasjoy when met these three. When last the son of Mary saw these
sacred groves hewas a babe;

3) And now a man grown strong by buffetings of every kind; a teacher who had
gtirred the multitudesin many lands.

4) And Jesustold the aged teachersall about hislife; about hisjourneyingsin
foreign lands; about the meetings with the masters and about his kind receptions
by the multitudes.

5) Elihu and Salome heard his story with delight; they lifted up their eyesto
heaven and said,

6) Our Father-God, let now thy servants go in peace, for we have seen the glory
of theLord;

7) And we have talked with him, the messenger of love, and of the covenant of
peace on earth, good will to men.

8) Through him shall all the nations of the earth be blest; through him,
Immanud.

9) And Jesus stayed in Zoan many days; and then went forth unto the city of the
sun, that men call Heliopolis, and sought admission to the temple of the sacred
brother hood.

10) The council of the brotherhood convened, and Jesus stood before the
hierophant; he answered all the questions that wer e asked with clearnessand
with power.

11) The hierophant exclaimed,

Rabboni of the rabbinate, why come you here? Y our wisdom isthe wisdom of
the gods; why seek for wisdom in the halls of men?

12) And Jesus said,

In every way of earth-lifel would walk; in every hall of learning | would st; the
heightsthat any man has gained, these | would gain;

13) What any man has suffered | would meet, that | may know the griefs, the
disappointments and the sore temptations of my brother man; that I may know
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just how to succor thosein need.

14) | pray you, brothers, let me go into your dismal crypts;, and | would passthe
hardest of your tests.

15) The magter said,

Takethen the vow of secret brotherhood.

And Jesustook the vow of secret brotherhood.

16) Again the master spoke; he said,

The greatest heights are gained by those who reach the greatest depths; and you
shall reach the greatest depths.

17) The guidethen led the way and in the fountain Jesus bathed; and when he
had been clothed in proper garb he stood again befor e the hier ophant.

CHAPTER 48

Jesus receives from the hierophant his mystic name and number.
Passes the first brotherhood test, and receives hisfirst degree, SINCERITY.

THE master took down from the wall a scroll on which waswritten down the
number and the name of every attribute and character. He said,

2) Thecircleisthe symbol of the perfect man, and seven isthe number of the
perfect man;

3) The Logosisthe perfect word; that which creates; that which destroys, and
that which saves.

4) ThisHebrew master isthe L ogos of the Holy One, the Circle of the human
race, the Seven of time.

5) And in therecord book the scribe wrote down,

The Logos-Circle-Seven;

and thus was Jesus known.

6) The master said,

The Logoswill give heed towhat | say: No man can enter into light till he has
found himsdf. Go forth and sear ch till you have found your soul and then
return.

7) The guide led Jesusto aroom in which the light was faint and mellow, like the
light of early dawn.

8) The chamber walls were marked with mystic signs, with hieroglyphsand
sacred texts, and in thischamber Jesusfound himself alone where heremained
for many days.

9) Heread the sacred texts; thought out the meaning of the hier oglyphs and
sought the import of the master's chargeto find himself.

10) A revelation came; he got acquainted with his soul; he found himself; then he
was not alone.

11) One night he dept and at the midnight hour, a door that he had not
observed, was opened, and a priest in somber garb camein and said,
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12) My brother, pardon me for coming in at thisunseemly hour; but | have
cometo saveyour life.

13) You arethevictim of a crud plot. The priests of Heliopolis ar e jealous of
your fame, and they have said that you shall never leave these gloomy crypts
alive.

14) The higher priestsdo not go forth to teach the world, and you are doomed to
temple servitude.

15) Now, if you would be free, you must deceive these priests; must tell them you
are hereto stay for life;

16) And then, when you have gained all that you wish to gain, | will return, and
by a secret way will lead you forth that you may go in peace.

17) And Jesus said,

My brother man, would you come hereto teach deceit? Am | within these holy
wallsto learn the wiles of vile hypocrisy?

18) Nay, man, my Father scornsdeceit, and | am hereto do hiswill.

19) Deceive these priests! Not while the sun shall shine. What | have said, that |
have said; | will betrueto them, to God, and to mysdf.

20) And then thetempter left, and Jesuswas again alone; but in alittletimea
white-robed priest appeared and said,

21) Well done! The Logos has prevailed. Thisisthetrial chamber of hypocrisy.
And then heled the way, and Jesus stood befor e the judgment seat.

22) And all the brothers stood; the hierophant cameforth and laid hishand on
Jesus head, and placed within hishands a scroll, on which waswritten just one
word, SINCERITY; and not aword was said.

23) The guide again appeared, and led the way, and in a spacious room replete
with everything a student craves was Jesus badeto rest and wait.

CHAPTER 49

Jesus passes the second brotherhood test, and receives the second degree,
JUSTICE.

THE Logosdid not caretorest; he said,

Why wait in thisluxuriousroom? | need not rest; my Father'swork upon me
presses hard.

2) | would goon and learn my lessons all. If therearetrials, let them come, for
every victory over sdlf gives added strength.

3) And then the guideled on, and in a chamber, dark as night, was Jesus placed
and left alone; and days wer e spert in this deegp solitude.

4) And Jesus dept, and in the dead of night a secret door was opened, and, in
priest'sattire, two men camein; each carried in his hand alittle flickering lamp.
5) Approaching Jesus, one spoke out and said,

Young man, our hearts are grieved because of what you suffer in these fearful
dens, and we have come asfriendsto bring you light, and show the way to
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liberty.

6) We once, like you, werein these dens confined, and thought that through
these weird, uncanny ways we could attain to blessedness and power;

7) But in aluckful moment we wer e undeceived, and, making use of all our
strength, we broke our chains, and then we learned that all thisserviceis
corruption in disguise. These priestsare criminalsjust hid away.

8) They boast in sacrificial rites; they offer to their gods, and burn them while
alive poor birds, and beasts; yea, children, women, men.

9) And now they keep you here, and, at a certain time, may offer you in sacrifice.
10) We pray you, brother, break your chains; come, go with us; accept of
freedom while you may.

11) And Jesus said,

Your little tapers show thelight you bring. Pray, who are you? The words of
man areworth no morethan isthe man himself.

12) These temple walls are strong and high; how gained you entrance to this
place?

13) Themen replied,

Beneath these walls are many hidden ways, and we who have been priests, spent
months and year s within these dens, know all of them.

14) Then you aretraitors,

Jesus said.

A traitor isafiend; he who betrays another man isnever man to trust.

15) If one has only reached the plane of treachery, heisalover of deceit, and will
betray a friend to serve his selfish self.

16) Behold, you men, or whatso€'er you be, your wordsfall lightly on my ears,
17) Could | prejudge these hundred priests, turn traitor to myself and them,
because of what you say when you confess your treachery?

18) No man can judgefor me; and if | judgetill testimony all isin I might not
judge aright.

19) Nay, men; by whatsoever way you came, return. My soul prefersthe
darkness of the graveto little flickering lights like these you bring.

20) My consciencerules; what these, my brothers, haveto say I'll hear, and
when thetestimony all isin | will decide. You cannot judge for me, nor | for you,
21) Be gone, you men, be gone, and leave meto this charming light; for whilethe
sun shines not, within my soul thereisa light surpassing that of sun or moon.
22) Then, with an angry threat that they would do him harm, the wily tempters
left, and Jesus was again alone.

23) Again the white-robed priest appeared, and led the way, and Jesus stood
again befor e the hierophant;

24) And not aword was said, but in hishandsthe master placed a scroll on
which the word suggestive, JUSTICE, was inscribed.

25) And Jesus was the master of the phantom forms of preudice and of
treachery.
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CHAPTER 50

Jesus passes the third brotherhood test, and receives the third degree, FAITH.

THE L ogos waited seven days, and then wastaken to the Hall of Fame, a
chamber rich in furnishings, and lighted up with gold and slver lamps.

2) Thecolorsof its ceilings, decorations, furnishings and walls wer e blue and
gold.

3) Its shelves werefilled with books of master minds; the paintings and the
statues wer e the works of highest art.

4) And Jesus was entranced with all this elegance and these manifests of thought.

Heread the sacred books, and sought the meanings of the symbols and the
hier oglyphs.

5) And when he was absor bed in degpest thought, a priest approached and said,
6) Behold the glory of thisplace! my brother, you are highly blest. Few men of
earth, so young, have reached such heights of fame.

7) Now, if you do not waste your lifein search for hidden thingsthat men can
never comprehend, you may be founder of a school of thought that will insure
you endless fame;

8) For your philosophy is deeper far than that of Plato, and your teachings
please the common people mor e than those of Socr ates.

9) Why seek for mystic light within these antiquated dens? Go forth and walk
with men, and think with men, and they will honor you.

10) And, after all, these weird initiations may be myths, and your Messiah hopes
but baseillusons of the hour.

11) I would advise you to renounce uncertain things and choose the cour se that
leads to certain fame.

12) And thusthe priest, a demon in disguise, sung siren songs of unbelief; and
Jesus meditated long and well on what he said.

13) The conflict was a bitter one, for king Ambition isa sturdy foeto fight.

14) For forty daysthe higher wrestled with the lower sdlf, and then the fight was
won.

15) Faith rose triumphant; unbelief was not. Ambition covered up hisface and
fled away, and Jesus said,

16) Thewealth, the honor, and the fame of earth are but the baubles of an hour.
17) When this short span of earthly life has all been measured out, man's

bur sting baubleswill be buried with his bones,

18) Yea, what a man doesfor his sefish salf will make no markingson the credit
sideof life.

19) The good that men for other men shall do becomesa ladder strong on which
the soul may climb to wealth, and power and fame of God's own kind, that
cannot pass away.

20) Give methe poverty of men, the consciousness of duty donein love, the
approbation of my God, and | will be content.

21) And then helifted up hiseyesto heaven and said,

22) My Father-God, | thank theefor thishour. | ask not for the glory of mysdlf;
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| fain would be a keeper of thy temple gates, and serve my brother man.

23) Again was Jesus called to stand befor e the hierophant; again no word was
said, but in hishandsthe master placed a scroll on which waswritten, FAITH.
24) And Jesus bowed his head in humble thanks; then went hisway.

CHAPTER 51

Jesus passes the fourth brotherhood test, and receives the fourth degree,
PHILANTHROPHY.

WHEN other certain days had passed, the guide led Jesusto the Hall of Mirth, a
hall most richly furnished, and replete with everything a carnal heart could
wish.

2) The choicest viands and the most delicious wines wer e on the boards; and
maids, in gay attire, served all with grace and cheerfulness.

3) And men and women, richly clad, werethere; and they were wild with joy;
they sipped from every cup of mirth.

4) And Jesus watched the happy throng in silence for atime, and then aman in
garb of sage came up and said, Most happy isthe man who, like the bee, can
gather sweetsfrom every flower.

5) The wise man isthe one who seeksfor pleasure, and can find it everywhere.
6) At best, man's span of lifeon earth isshort, and then he dies and goes, he
knows not where.

7) Then let useat, and drink, and dance, and sing, and get the joys of life, for
death comes on apace.

8) It isbut foolishnessto spend a life for other men. Behold, all dieand lie
together in the grave, where none can know and none can show forth gratitude.
9) But Jesus answer ed not; upon thetinseled guestsin all their rounds of mirth
he gazed in slent thought.

10) And then among the guests he saw a man whose clothes wer e coar se; who
showed in face and handsthe lines of toil and want.

11) Thegiddy throng found pleasurein abusing him; they jostled him against
thewall, and laughed at his discomfiture.

12) And then a poor, frail woman came, who carried in her face and form the
marks of sin and shame; and without mercy she was spit upon, and jeered, and
driven from the hall.

13) And then alittle child, with timid ways and hungry mien, camein and asked
for just amorsd of their food.

14) But shewasdriven out uncared for and unloved; and still the merry dance
went on.

15) And when the pleasure seekers urged that Jesusjoin them in their mirth, he
said,

16) How could | seek for pleasurefor mysdf while othersarein want? How can
you think that whilethe children cry for bread, whilethosein haunts of sin call
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out for sympathy and love, that | can fill mysdlf to full with the good things of
life?

17) 1 tel you, nay; weall arekin, each one a part of the great human heart.

18) | cannot see mysdlf apart from that poor man that you so scor ned, and
crowded to thewall;

19) Nor from the onein female garb who came up from the haunts of vice to ask
for sympathy and love, who was by you so ruthlessy pushed back into her den of
sn;

20) Nor from that little child that you drove from your midst to suffer in the
cold, bleak winds of night.

21) | tell you, men, what you have done to these, my kindred, you have done to
me.

22) You haveinsulted mein your own home; | cannot stay. | will go forth and
find that child, that woman and that man, and give them help until my life's
blood all has ebbed away.

23) | call it pleasurewhen | help the helpless, feed the hungry, clothe the naked,
heal the sick, and speak good wor ds of cheer to those unloved, discouraged and
depressed.

24) And thisthat you call mirth isbut a phantom of the night; but flashes of the
fire of passion, painting pictureson the walls of time.

25) And while the L ogos spoke the white-robed priest camein and said to him,
The council waitsfor you.

26) Then Jesus stood again before the bar; again no word was said; the
hierophant placed in hishandsa scroll, on which waswrit, PHILANTHROPY.
27) And Jesuswas a victor over selfish self.
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CHAPTER 52

Jesus spends forty daysin the temple groves.
Passes the fifth brotherhood test and receives the fifth degree, HEROI SM.

THE sacred temple groves wererich in statues, monuments and shrines; here
Jesusloved to walk and meditate.

2) And after he had conquer ed sdlf hetalked with naturein these grovesfor
forty days.

3) And then the guide took chainsand bound him hand and foot; and then cast
him into a den of hungry beasts, of unclean birds, and creeping things.

4) The den wasdark asnight; thewild beasts howled; the birdsin fury
screamed; the reptiles hissed.

5) And Jesus said,

Whowasit that did bind methus? Why did | meekly sit to be bound down with
chains?

6) | tell you, none has power to bind a human soul. Of what are fetters made?
7) And in hismight herose, and what he thought wer e chains were only
worthless cordsthat parted at histouch.

8) And then he laughed and said,

The chainsthat bind men to the carcasses of earth areforged in fancy's shop;
aremade of air, and welded in illusion'sfires.

9) If man will stand erect, and use the power of will, hischainswill fall, like
worthlessrags, for will and faith are stronger than the stoutest chainsthat men
have ever made.

10) And Jesus stood erect among the hungry beasts, and birds, and said,

What isthisdarknessthat envelops me?

11) " Tis but the absence of the light. And what islight? 'Tis but the breath of
God vibrating in the rhythm of rapid thought.

12) And then he said,

Let therebelight;

and with a mighty will he stirred the ethersup, and their vibrationsreached the
plane of light; and there was light.

13) The darkness of that den of night became the brightness of a newborn day.
14) And then helooked to seethe beasts, and birds, and creeping things; lo, they
wer e not.

15) And Jesus said,

Of what are souls afraid? Fear isthe chariot in which man ridesto death;

16) And when he finds himsdlf within the chamber of the dead, he learnsthat he
has been deceived; his chariot wasa myth, and death a fancy child.

17) But someday all man'slessonswill be learned, and from the den of unclean
beasts, and birds, and creeping things, he will ariseto walk in light.

18) And Jesus saw a ladder made of gold, on which he climbed, and at the top
the white-robed priest awaited him.

19) Again he stood befor e the council bar; again no word was said; again the
hierophant reached forth his hand to bless.
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20) He placed in Jesus hand another scroll, and on thisone was written,
HEROISM.

21) The Logos had encountered fear and all his phantom host, and in the conflict
he achieved thevictory.
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CHAPTER 53

Jesus passes the sixth brotherhood test and receives the sixth degree, LOVE
DIVINE.

IN all theland there was no place more grandly furnished than the Beauty
Parlors of the temple of the sun.

2) Few studentsever entered theserich rooms; the priestsregarded them with
awe, and called them Halls of Mysteries,

3) When Jesus had attained the victory over fear, he gained theright to enter
here.

4) The guide led on theway, and after passng many richly furnished roomsthey
reached the Hall of Har mony; and here was Jesus |eft alone.

5) Among theinstruments of music was a harpsichord, and Jesus sat in
thoughtful mood inspecting it, when, quietly, a maiden of entrancing beauty
cameinto the hall.

6) She did not seem to notice Jesus as he sat and mused, so busy with his
thoughts.

7) Shefound her place beside the har psichord; she touched the chords most
gently, and she sang the songs of I srael.

8) And Jesuswas entranced; such beauty he had never seen; such music he had
never heard.

9) The maiden sung her songs; shedid not seem to know that anyone was near;
shewent her way.

10) And Jesus, talking with himself, said out, What isthe meaning of this
incident? | did not know that such entrancing beauty and such queen-like
loveliness wer e ever found among the sons of men.

11) | did not know that voice of angel ever graced a human form, or that
seraphic music ever came from human lips.

12) For days he sat entranced; the current of histhoughts was changed; he
thought of nothing but the singer and her songs.

13) Helonged to see her once again; and after certain days she came; she spoke
and laid her hand upon his head.

14) Her touch thrilled all hissoul, and for thetime, forgotten wasthe work that
he was sent to do.

15) Few wer e the wor ds the maiden said; shewent her way; but then the heart of
Jesus had been touched.

16) A love-flame had been kindled in his soul, and he was brought to face the
sorest trial of hislife.

17) He could not deep nor eat. Thoughts of the maiden came; they would not go.
His carnal nature called aloud for her companionship.

18) And then he said,

Lo, | have conquered every foethat | have met, and shall | now be conquered by
thiscarnal love?

19) My Father sent me hereto show the power of love divine, that love that
reaches every living thing.
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20) Shall thispure, universal love be all absorbed by carnal love? Shall | forget
all creaturesese, and lose my lifein thisfair maiden, though sheisthe highest
type of beauty, purity and love?

21) Into its very depths his soul was stirred, and long he wrestled with thisange-
idol of his heart.

22) But when the day was almost logt, his higher ego rosein might; he found
himself again, and then he said,

23) Although my heart shall break | will not fail in thismy hardest task; | will be
victor over carnal love.

24) And when again the maiden came, and offered him her hand and heart, he
said,

25) Fair one, your very presence thrills me with delight; your voiceis
benediction to my soul; my human sdlf would fly with you, and be contented in
your love;

26) But all theworld iscraving for alovethat | have cometo manifest.

27) | must, then, bid you go; but we will meet again; our ways on earth will not
be cast apart.

28) | seeyou in the hurrying throngs of earth as minister of love; | hear your
voice in song, that winsthe hearts of men to better things.

29) And then in sorrow and in tear sthe maiden went away, and Jesus was again
alone.

30) And instantly the great bells of the templerang; the singers sang a new, new
song; the grotto blazed with light.

31) The hierophant himsdlf appeared, and said, All hail! triumphant L ogos, hail!
The conqueror of carnal love stands on the heights.

32) And then he placed in Jesus handsa scroll on which waswritten, LOVE
DIVINE.

33) Together they passed through the grotto of the beautiful, and in the banquet
hall a feast was served, and Jesus wasthe honored guest.

CHAPTER %4

Jesus becomes a private pupil of the hierophant and is taught the mysteries of

Egypt.
In passing the seventh test, he works in the Chamber of the Dead.

THE senior cour se of study now was opened up and Jesus entered and became a
pupil of the hierophant.

2) Helearned the secrets of the mystic lore of Egypt land; the mysteries of life
and death and of the worlds beyond the cir cle of the sun.

3) When he had finished all the studies of the senior cour se, he went into the
Chamber of the Dead, that he might lear n the ancient methods of preserving
from decay the bodies of the dead; and here he wrought.

4) And carriersbrought the body of awidow's only son to be embalmed; the
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weeping mother followed close; her grief was great.

5) And Jesus said,

Good woman, dry your tears, you follow but an empty house; your sonisin it
not.

6) Y ou weep because your son isdead. Death isa cruel word; your son can never
die.

7) Hehad atask assigned to do in garb of flesh; he came; he did hiswork, and
then helaid the flesh aside; he did not need it more.

8) Beyond your human sight he has another work to do, and hewill do it well,
and then passon to other tasks, and, by and by, hewill attain the crown of
perfect life.

9) And what your son hasdone, and what he yet must do, we all must do.

10) Now, if you harbor grief, and give your sorrows vent, they will grow greater
every day. They will absorb your very life until at last you will be naught but
grief, wet down with bitter tears.

11) Instead of helping him, you grieve your son by your deep grief. He seeks
your solace now as he has ever done; isglad when you are glad; is saddened
when you grieve.

12) Go bury deep your woes, and smileat grief, and lose your self in helping
othersdry ther tears.

13) With duty done comes happiness and joy; and gladness cheersthe hearts of
those who have passed on.

14) The weeping woman turned, and went her way to find a happinessin
helpfulness; to bury deep her sorrowsin a ministry of joy.

15) Then other carriers came and brought the body of a mother to the Chamber
of the Dead; and just one mourner followed; shea girl of tender years.

16) And asthe cortege neared the door, the child observed a wounded bird in
soredistress, a crud hunter'sdart had pierced its breast.

17) And shel€ft following the dead, and went to help theliving bird.

18) With tenderness and love shefolded to her breast the wounded bird, then
hurried to her place.

19) And Jesus said to her,

Why did you leave your dead to save a wounded bird?

20) The maiden said,

Thislifeless body needs no help from me; but | can help whileyet lifeis;, my
mother taught methis.

21) My mother taught that grief and selfish love, and hopes and fears are but
reflexes from the lower self;

22) That what we sense ar e but small waves upon the rolling billows of a life.
23) These all will pass away; they areunreal.

24) Tearsflow from hearts of flesh; the spirit never weeps; and | am longing for
the day when | will walk in light, wheretears are wiped away.

25) My mother taught that all emotions arethe spraysthat rise from human
loves, and hopes, and fears; that perfect bliss cannot be ourstill we have
conquered these.

26) And in the presence of that child did Jesus bow hishead in reverence. He
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said,

27) For days and months and years|'ve sought to learn this highest truth that

man can learn on earth, and herea child, fresh brought to earth, hastold it all in

one short breath.

28) No wonder David said, O Lord, our Lord, how excdlent isthy namein all

the earth!

29) Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength.

30) And then helaid hishand upon the maiden's head, and said,
I'm surethe blessings of my Father-God will rest upon you, child, forevermore.

CHAPTER 55

Having passed the seventh brotherhood test, Jesus receives the seventh,
and highest degree, THE CHRIST. Heleavesthe temple a conqueror.

THE work of Jesusin the Chamber of the Dead was done, and in the temple purple
room he stood before the hierophant,
2) And he was clothed in purple robes; and dl the brothers stood. The hierophant
arose and sad,
3) Thisisaroyd day for dl the hosts of Isradl. In honor of their chosen son we
celebrate the great Passover Feadt.
4) And then he said to Jesus,
Brother, man, most excellent of men, in al the temple tests you have won out.

5) Six times before the bar of right you have been judged; six times you have
received the highest honors man can give; and now you stand prepared to take the last
degree.

6) Upon your brow | place this diadem, and in the Great Lodge of the heavens and
earth you are THE CHRIST.

7) Thisisyour Passover rite. Y ou are a neophyte no more; but now a master mind.
8) Now, man can do no more; but God himself will spesk, and will confirm your title
and degree.

9) Go on your way, for you must preach the gospel of good will to men and peace on
earth; must open up the prison doors and set the captives free.

10) And while the hierophant yet spoke the temple bells rang out; a pure white dove
descended from above and sat on Jesus head.

11) And then avoice that shook the very temple said, THIS IS THE CHRIST; and
every living creaiure said, AMEN.

12) The great doors of the temple swung gar; the Logos journeyed on hisway a
conqueror.
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SECTION XI1l1
LAMED

The Council of the Seven Sages of the World

CHAPTER 56

The seven sages of the world meet in Alexandria. The purposes of the meeting.
The opening addresses.

IN every age since time began have seven sages lived.

2) At first of every age these sages meet to note the cour se of nations, peoples,
tribes and tongues;

3) To note how far toward justice, love and righteousness the race has gone;

4) To formulate the code of laws, religious postulates and plans of rule best
suited to the coming age.

5) An age had passed, and lo, another age had come; the sages must convene.

6) Now, Alexandria wasthe center of theworld's best thought, and herein
Philo's home the sages met.

7) From China came Meng-tse; from India Vidyapati came; from Persia Kaspar
came, and from Assyria Ashbina came; from Greece Apollo came; M atheno was
the Egyptian sage, and Philo wasthe chief of Hebrew thought.

8) Thetimewas due; the council met and sat in silence seven days.

9) And then Meng-tse arose and said,

Thewhed of time has turned once more; theraceison a higher plane of
thought.

10) The garmentsthat or fatherswove have given out; the cherubim have woven
a celestial cloth; have placed it in our hands and we must make for men new
garbs.

11) The sons of men arelooking up for greater light. No longer do they carefor
gods hewn out of wood, or made of clay. They seek a God not made with hands.
12) They see the beams of coming day, and yet they comprehend them not.

13) Thetimeisripe, and we must fashion well these gar mentsfor the race.

14) And let us make for men new garbs of justice, mercy, righteousness and love,
that they may hide their nakedness when shinesthe light of coming day.

15) And Vidyapati said,

Our priestshave all gone mad; they saw a demon in thewildsand at him cast
their lamps and they are broken up, and not a gleam of light hasany priest for
men.

16) The night isdark; the heart of India callsfor light.

17) Thepriesthood cannot be reformed; it isalready dead; itsgreatest needsare
graves and funeral chants.

18) The new age callsfor liberty; thekind that makes each man a priest, enables
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him to go alone, and lay his offerings on the shrine of God.

19) And Kaspar said,

In Persia peoplewalk in fear; they do the good for fear to do thewrong.

20) The devil isthe greatest power in our land, and though a myth, he dandles
on hisknee both youth and age.

21) Our land isdark, and evil prospersin the dark.

22) Fear rideson every passing breeze, and lurksin every form of life.

23) Thefear of evil isamyth, isan illuson and a snare; but it will live until some
mighty power shall cometo raise the ethersto the plane of light.

24) When this shall come to passthe magian land will glory in the light. The soul
of Persia callsfor light.

CHAPTER 57

Meeting of the sages, continued. Opening addresses.
Jesus arrives. Seven days silence.

ASHBINA said,

Assyriaistheland of doubt; the chariot of my people, that in which they mostly
ride, islabeled Doubt.

2) Once Faith walked forth in Babylon; and she was bright and fair; but she was
clothed in such white robesthat men became afraid of her.

3) And every whed began to turn, and Doubt madewar on her, and drove her
from the land; and she came back no more.

4) In form men wor ship God, the One; in heart they are not surethat God exists.
5) Faith wor ships at the shrine of one not seen; but Doubt must see her God.

6) The greatest need of all Assyriaisfaith —afaith that seasons every thing that
IS, with certainty.

7) And then Apollo said,

The greatest needs of Greece are true concepts of God.

8) Theogony in Greeceisrudderless, for every thought may be a god, and

wor shipped as a god.

9) The plane of thought isbroad, and full of sharp antagonists, and so thecircle
of the godsisfilled with enmity, with wars and baseintrigues.

10) Greece needs a master mind to stand above the gods; to raise the thoughts of
men away from many godsto God the One.

11) Weknow that light iscoming o'er the hills. God speed the light.

12) Matheno said,

Behold thisland of mystery! This Egypt of the dead!

13) Our templeslong have been the tombs of all the hidden things of time; our
temples, cryptsand caves are dark.

14) In light there are no secret things. The sun reveals all hidden truth. There
areno mysteriesin God.

15) Behold therising sun! Hisbeams are entering every door; yea, every crevice
of the mystic cryptsof Mizraim.

16) We hail thelight! All Egypt cravesthelight.
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17) And Philo said,

Theneed of Hebrew thought and lifeisliberty.

18) The Hebrew prophets, seers, and givers of the law, were men of power, men
of holy thought, and they bequeathed to us a system of philosophy that was
ideal; one strong enough and good enough to lead our peopleto the goal of
perfectness.

19) But carnal mindsrepudiated holiness; a priesthood filled with selfishness
arose, and purity in heart became a myth; the people were endaved.

20) The priesthood isthe curse of Isradl; but when he comes, who isto come, he
will proclaim emancipation for the daves, my people will befree.

21) Behold, for God has made incar nate wisdom, love and light, which he has
called Immanud.

22) To him isgiven the keysto open up the dawn; and here, as man, he walks
with us.

23) And then the council chamber door was opened and the L ogos stood among
the sages of theworld.

24) Again the sages sat in silence seven days.

CHAPTER 58
Meeting of the sages, continued. Presentation of the seven universal postulates.

NOW, when the sages wer e r efr eshed they opened up the Book of Life and read.
2) They read the story of thelife of man; of all hisstruggles, losses, gains, and in
thelight of past events and needs, they saw what would be best for him in

coming years.

3) They knew the kind of laws and precepts suited best to his estate; they saw the
highest God-ideal that the race could comprehend.

4) Upon the seven postulates these sages wer e to formulate, the great philosophy
of lifeand wor ship of the coming age must rest.

5) Now Meng-tse wasthe oldest sage; he took the chair of chief, and said,

6) Man isnot far enough advanced to live by faith; he cannot comprehend the
things his eyes see not.

7) Heyet is child, and during all the coming age he must be taught by pictures,
symbols, ritesand forms.

8) His God must be a human God; he cannot see a God by faith.

9) And then he cannot rule himsdf; the king must rule; the man must serve.

10) The age that follows thiswill be the age of man, the age of faith.

11) In that blest age the human race will see without the aid of carnal eyes; will
hear the soundless sound; will know the Spirit-God.

12) The age we enter isthe Preparation age, and all the schools and gover nments
and wor ship ritesmust be designed in smple way that men may compr ehend.

13) And man cannot originate; he builds by patternsthat he sees; soin this
council we must carve out pattern for the coming age.

14) And we must formulate the gnosis of the Empire of the soul, which restson
seven postulates.
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15) Each sagein turn shall form a postulate; and these shall be the basis of the
creeds of men until the perfect age shall come.

16) Then Meng-tsewrote thefirst:

17) All things arethought; all lifeisthought activity. The multitude of beings are
but phases of the one great thought made manifest. Lo, God is Thought, and
Thought is God.

18) Then Vidyapati wrote the second postulate:

19) Eternal Thought isone; in essenceit istwo — I ntelligence and For ce; and
when they breathe a child isborn; thischild isLove.

20) And thusthe Triune God standsforth, whom men call Father-M other-Child.
21) ThisTriune God isone; but likethe one of light, in essence heis seven.

22) And when the Triune God breathesforth, lo, seven Spirits stand before his
face; these are creative attributes.

23) Men call them lesser gods, and in their image they made man.

24) And Kaspar wrotethethird:

25) Man was a thought of God, formed in the image of the Septonate, clothed in
the substances of soul.

26) And hisdesires wer e strong; he sought to manifest on every plane of life, and
for himself he made a body of the ether s of the earthly forms, and so descended
to the plane of earth.

27) In thisdescent he lost hisbirthright; lost his harmony with God, and made
discordant all the notes of life.

28) Inharmony and evil arethe same; so evil isthe handiwork of man.

29) Ashbina wrotethefourth:

30) Seedsdo not germinatein light; they do not grow until they find the soil, and
hide themselves away from light.

31) Man was evolved a seed of everlasting life; but in the ethers of the Triune
God thelight wasfar too great for seedsto grow;

32) And so man sought the soil of carnal life, and in the darksomeness of earth
he found a place wher e he could germinate and grow.

33) The seed hastaken root and grown full well.

34) Thetree of human lifeisrising from the soil of earthy things, and, under
natural law, isreaching up to perfect form.

35) Thereareno supernatural actsof God to lift a man from carnal life to spirit
blessedness; he grows as grows the plant, and in due timeis perfected.

36) The quality of soul that makesit possible for man toriseto spirit lifeis

purity.
CHAPTER 59

Meeting of the sages, continued. The remaining postulates. The sages bless Jesus.
Seven days silence.

APOLL O wrotethefifth:
2) The soul isdrawn to perfect light by four white steeds, and these are Will, and
Faith, and Helpfulnessand L ove.
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3) That which onewillsto do, he hasthe power to do.

4) A knowledge of that power isfaith; and when faith moves, the soul beginsits
flight.

5) A sdfish faith leads not to light. Thereisno lonely pilgrim on the way to light.
Men only gain the heights by helping others gain the heights.

6) The steed that leads the way to spirit lifeisLove; is pure unselfish Love.

7) Matheno wrote the sixth:

8) The universal Love of which Apollo speaksis child of Wisdom and of Will
divine, and God has sent if forth to earth in flesh that man may know.

9) The universal Love of which the sages speak is Christ.

10) The greatest mystery of all timesliesin theway that Christ livesin the heart.
11) Christ cannot livein clammy dens of carnal things. The seven battles must
be fought, the seven victorieswon befor e the carnal things, likefear, and salf,
emotions and desire, are put away.

12) When thisisdonethe Christ will take possession of the soul; thework is
done, and man and God are one.

13) And Philo wrote the seventh:

14) A perfect man! To bring beforethe Triune God a being such asthiswas
nature made.

15) This consummation isthe highest revelation of the mystery of life.

16) When all the essences of carnal things have been transmuted into soul, and
all the essences of soul have been returned to Holy Breath, and man ismade a
perfect God, the drama of Creation will conclude. And thisisall.

17) And all the sages said,

Amen.

18) Then Meng-tse said,

TheHoly One has sent to usa man illumined by the efforts of unnumbered
years, to lead the thoughts of men.

19) Thisman, approved by all the master minds of heaven and earth, thisman
from Galilee, this Jesus, chief of all the sages of the world, we gladly recognize.
20) In recognition of thiswisdom that he bringsto men, we crown him with the
Lotuswreath.

21) We send him forth with all the blessing of the seven sages of theworld.

22) Then all the sageslaid their hands on Jesus head, and said with one accord,
Praise God!

23) For wisdom, honor, glory, power, riches, blessing, strength, areyours, O
Chrigt, for evermore.

24) And every living creature said,

Amen.

25 And then the sages sat in silence seven days.

CHAPTER 60

Jesus addresses the seven sages. The address. Jesus goesto Galilee.
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THE seven days of silence passed and Jesus, sitting with the sages said:

2) Thehistory of lifeiswell condensed in theseimmortal postulates. Theseare
the seven hills on which the holy city shall be built.

3) These arethe seven surefoundation stones on which the Universal Church
shall stand.

4) Intaking up the work assgned for meto do | am full conscious of the perils of
the way; the cup will be a bitter oneto drink and human nature well might
shrink.

5) But | have lost my will in that of Holy Breath, and so| go my way to speak
and act as| am moved to speak and act by Holy Breath.

6) Thewords| speak are not my own; they arethe words of him whose will | do.
7) Man isnot far enough advanced in sacred thought to comprehend the
Universal Church, and so thework that God has given meto dois not the
building of that Church.

8) | am a mode maker, sent to make a pattern of the Church that isto be—a
pattern that the age may comprehend.

9) My task asmodel builder lieswithin my native land, and there, upon the
postulate that Loveisson of God, that | am cometo manifest that L ove, the
Moded Church will stand.

10) And from the men of low estate | will select twelve men, who represent the
twelveimmortal thoughts;, and these will be the Model Chur ch.

11) The house of Judah, my own kindred in the flesh, will comprehend but little
of my mission to theworld.

12) And they will spurn me, scorn my work, accuse me falsaly, bind me, take me
to thejudgment seat of carnal men who will convict and day me on the cross.
13) But men can never day thetruth; though banished it will comeagain in
greater power; for truth will subjugate the world.

14) The Modd Church will live. Though carnal man will progtitute its sacred
laws, symbolic ritesand forms, for selfish ends, and make it but an outward
show, the few will find through it the kingdom of the soul.

15) And when the better age shall come the Universal Church will stand upon
the seven postulates, and will be built according to the pattern given.

16) Thetime has come; | go my way unto Jerusalem, and by the power of living
faith, and by the strength that you have given.

17) And in the name of God, our Father-God, the kingdom of the soul shall be
established on the seven hills.

18) And all the peoples, tribes and tongues of earth shall enter in.

19) The Prince of Peace will take his seat upon the throne of power; the Triune
God will then be All in All.

20) And all the sages said,

Amen.

21) And Jesuswent hisway, and after many days, he reached Jerusalem; and
then he sought hishomein Galilee.
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SECTION X111
MEM

The Ministry of John the Harbinger

CHAPTER 61

John, the harbinger, returnsto Hebron. Livesasa hermitin the wilds.
Visits Jerusalem and speaks to the people.

IT cameto pass when John, the son of Zacharias and Elizabeth, had finished all
his studies in the Egyptian schools, that he returned to Hebron, where he abode
for certain days.

2) And then he sought the wilder ness and made hishomein David's cave where,
many year s before, he wasinstructed by the Egyptian sage.

3) Some people called him Hermit of Engedi; and otherssaid, Heisthe Wild
Man of the Hills.

4) He clothed himself with skins of beasts; hisfood was car obs, honey, nuts and
fruits.

5) When John was thirty year s of age he went into Jerusalem, and in the market
place he sat in silence seven days.

6) The common people and the priests, the scribes and Pharisees came out in
multitudesto see the silent hermit of the hills, but none were bold enough to ask
him who he was.

7) But when hissilent fast was done he stood forth in the midst of all and said:
8) Behold the king has come; the prophetstold of him; the wise men long have
looked for him.

9) Prepare, O Israd, prepareto meet your king.

10) And that was all he said, and then he disappear ed, and no one knew where
he had gone.

11) And therewas great unrest through all Jerusalem. Therulersheard the
story of the hermit of the hills.

12) And they sent couriersforth to talk with him that they might know about the
coming king; but they could find him not.

13) And after certain days he came again into the market place, and all the city
cameto hear him speak; he said:

14) Be not disturbed, you rulersof the state; the coming king is no antagonist; he
seeks no place on any earthly throne.

15) He comesthe Prince of Peace, the king of righteousness and love; his
kingdom iswithin the soul.

16) Theeyes of men shall seeit not and none can enter but the purein heart.
17) Prepare, O Israd, prepareto meet your king.

18) Again the hermit disappear ed; the people stroveto follow him, but he had
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drawn a vell about hisform and men could see him not.

19) A Jewish feast day came; Jerusalem wasfilled with Jews and proselytes from
every part of Palestine, and John stood in the temple court and said,

20) Prepare, O Israd, prepareto meet your king.

21) Lo, you havelived in sin; the poor cry in your streets, and you regard them
not.

22) Your neighbors, who arethey? You have defrauded friend and foe alike.

23) You wor ship God with voiceand lip; your heartsarefar away, and set on
gold.

24) Your priests have bound upon the people burdensfar to great to bear; they
livein ease upon the hard earned wages of the poor.

25) Your lawyers, doctors, scribes are useless cumberers of the ground; they are
but tumorson thebody of the state;

26) They toil not neither do they spin, yet they consumethe profits of your marts
of trade.

27) Your rulersareadulterers, extortioners and thieves, regarding not the rights
of any man;

28) And robbersply their calling in the sacred halls; the holy temple you have
sold to thieves; their densarein the sacred places set apart for prayer.

29) Hear! hear! you people of Jerusalem! Reform; turn from your evil ways or
God will turn from you and heathen from afar will come, and what isleft of all
your honor and your fame will passin one short hour.

30) Prepare, Jerusalem, prepareto meet your king.

31) He said no more; he left the court and no one saw him go.

32) The priests, the doctors and the scribeswere all in rage. They sought for
John intent to do him harm. They found him not.

33) The common people stood in his defense; they said,

The hermit speaksthetruth.

34) And then the priests, the doctor s and the scribes were sore afraid; they said
no more; they hid themselves away.

CHAPTER 62

John, the harbinger, again visits Jerusalem. Speaks to the people.
Promises to meet them at Gilgal in seven days. Goesto Bethany and attends a
feast.

NEXT day John went again into the temple courts and said,

2) Prepare, O Israd, prepareto meet your king.

3) The chief priests and the scribes would know the meaning of hiswords; they
said.

4) Bold man, what isthe purport of this messagethat you bringto Israd? If you
be seer and prophet tell us plainly who has sent you here?

5) And John replied,

| am the voice of one who cries out in the wilder ness, Prepar e the way, make
straight the paths, for, lo, the Prince of Peace will cometorulein love.
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6) Your prophet Malachi wrote down the words of God:

7) And | will send Elijah unto you befor e theretribution day shall come, toturn
again the hearts of men to God, and if they will not turn, lo, I will smitethem
with a curse.

8) You men of Israd; you know your sins. Asl passed by | saw a wounded bird
pronein your streets, and men of every class were beating it with clubs; and
then | saw that Justice wasits name.

9) I looked again and saw that its companion had been killed; the pure white
wings of Righteousnessweretrampled in the dust.

10) I tell you men, your awfulness of guilt has made a cesspool of iniquity that
sends a fearful stench to heaven.

11) Reform, O Israd, reform; prepareto meet your king.

12) And then John turned away and as he went he said,

13) In seven days, lo, | will stand at Gilgal, by the Jordan ford, wherelsradl first
crossed into the promised land.

14) And then heleft the temple court to enter it no more; but many people
followed him asfar as Bethany, and there hetarried at the home of Lazarus, his
Kin.

15) The anxious people gathered all about the homeand would not go; then John
cameforth and said,

16) Reform, O Israd, reform; prepareto meet your king.

17) Thesinsof Israel donot all lieat the door of priest and scribe. O think you
not that all the sinners of Judea are found among therulers and the men of
weslth.

18) It isno sign that man isgood and pure because helivesin want.

19) The listless, shiftless vagabonds of earth are mostly poor and haveto beg for
bread.

20) | saw the very men that cheered because| told the priests and scribes of their
injustice unto man, throw stones and beat poor Justicein the streets.

21) | saw them trample on the poor dead bird of Righteousness;

22) And you who follow after me, you commoners, are not one whit behind the
scribesand priestsin crime.

23) Reform, you men of |srael; the king has come; prepareto meet your king.
24) With Lazarusand hisssters, John remained for certain days.

25) In honor of the Nazarite a feast was spread, and all the people stood about
the board.

26) And when the chief men of the town poured out the sparkling wine and
offered John a cup, he took it, held it high in air, and said,

27) Wine makes glad the carnal heart, and it makes sad the human soul; it
plunges deep in bitterness and gall the deathless spirit of the man.

28) | took the vow of Nazar when a child, and not a drop has ever passed my
lips.

29) And if you would make glad the coming king, then shun the cup asyou
would shun a deadly thing.

30) And then hethrew the sparking wine out in the street.
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CHAPTER 63

John, the harbinger, visits Jericho. Meetsthe people at Gilgal. Announces his
mission.
I ntroduces the rite of baptism. Baptizes many people. Returnsto Bethany and
teaches. Returnsto the Jordan.

AND John went down to Jericho; there he abode with Alpheus.

2) And when the people heard that he wastherethey camein throngsto hear
him speak.

3) He spoke to none; but when thetime was due he went down to the Jordan
ford, and to the multitudes he said.

4) Reform and in the fount of purity wash all your sinsaway; the kingdom is at
hand.

5) Come unto me and in the waters of this stream be washed, symbolic of the
inner cleansing of the soul.

6) And, lo, the multitudes came down, and in the Jordan they wer e washed, and
every man confessed hissins.

7) For many months, in all theregionsround about, John pled for purity and
righteousness, and after many days he went again to Bethany; and there he
taught.

8) At first few but the honest seekers came; but, by and by, the selfish and the
vicious came with no contrition; came because the many came.

9) And when John saw the unrepentant Pharisees and Sadducees come unto
him, he said,

10) You children of the vipers, stay; areyou disturbed by news of coming
wrath?

11) Goto, and do the thingsthat proverepentance genuine.

12) Isit enough for you to say that you are heirsof Abraham? | tell you, no.
13) The heirs of Abraham arejust aswicked in the sight of God when they do
wrong as any heathen man.

14) Behold the axe! and every tree that bears not wholesome fruit is cut down at
therootsand cast into thefire.

15) And then the people asked,

What must we do?

16) And John replied,

Accept the ministry of helpfulnessfor all mankind; spend not upon your selfish
selves all that you have.

17) Let him who has two coats give one to him who has no coat; give part of all
thefood you haveto those in need.

18) And when the publicans came up and asked,

What must we do?

John answered them,

19) Be honest in your work; do not increasefor selfish gain thetributeyou
collect; take nothing mor e than what your king demands.

20) And when the soldier s came and asked,

96



97
Aquarian Gospd of Jesus, the Chrigt--Dowling

What must we do?

The harbinger replied,

21) Do violence to none; exact no wrongful thing, and be contented with the
wages you receive.

22) Among the Jews wer e many who had been waiting for the Christ to come,
and they regarded John as Christ.

23) But to their questions John replied,

In water | do cleanse, symbalic of the cleansing of the soul; but when he comes
who isto come, lo, hewill cleansein Holy Breath and purify in fire.

24) Hisfan isin hishand, and he will separate the wheat and chaff; will throw
the chaff away, but garner every grain of wheat. Thisisthe Christ.

25) Behold he comes! and he will walk with you, and you will know him not.
26) Heistheking; the latchet of his shoes| am not worthy to unloose.

27) And John left Bethany and went again unto the Jordan ford.

CHAPTER 64

Jesus comesto Galilee, and is baptized by John.
The Holy Breath confirms his messiahship.

THE newsreached Galilee, and Jesus with the multitude went down to where
the harbinger was preaching at the ford.

2) When Jesus saw the harbinger he said.

Behold the man of God! Behold the greatest of the seers! Behold, Elijah has
returned!

3) Behold the messenger whom God has sent to open up theway! The kingdom
isat hand.

4) When John saw Jesus standing with the throng he said,

Behold the king who cometh in the name of God!

5) And Jesus said to John,

| would be washed in water asa symbol of the cleansing of the soul.

6) And John replied,

You do not need to wash, for you are purein thought, and word, and deed. And
if you need to wash | am not worthy to perform therite.

7) And Jesus said,

| cometo be a pattern for the sons of men, and what | bid them do, that | must
do; and all men must be washed, symboalic of the cleansing of the soul.

8) Thiswashing we establish asarite— baptism ritewe call it now, and so it shall
be called.

9) Your work, prophetic harbinger, isto preparetheway, and to reveal the
hidden things.

10) The multitudes areready for the words of life, and | come to be made known
by you to all theworld, as prophet of the Triune God, and as the chosen oneto
manifest the Christ to men.
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11) Then John led Jesusdown into theriver at the ford and he baptized him in
the sacred name of him who sent him forth to manifest the Christ to men.

12) And asthey came out of the stream, the Holy Breath, in form of dove, came
down and sat on Jesus head.

13) A voice from heaven said,

Thisisthe well-beloved son of God, the Christ, thelove of God made
manifest.

14) John heard the voice, and under stood the message of the voice.

15) Now Jesus went hisway, and John preached to the multitude.

16) As many as confessed their sins, and turned from evil waysto ways of right,
the harbinger baptized, symboalic of the blotting out of sins by righteousness.
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SECTION XIV
NUN

The Christine Ministry of Jesus— Introductory Epoch

CHAPTER 65

Jesus goesto the wilderness for self-examination, where he remains forty days.
I's subjected to three temptations. He overcomes. Returnsto the camps of John
and begins teaching.

THE harbinger had paved the way; the L ogos had been introduced to men as
love made manifest, and he must now begin his Christine ministry.

2) And he went forth into the wildernessto be alone with God that he might ook
into hisinner heart, and note its strength and worthiness.

3) And with himsdf he talked; he said,

My lower sdf isstrong; by many ties| am bound down to carnal life.

4) Have | the strength to overcome and give my life a willing sacrifice for men?
5) When | shall stand befor e the face of men, and they demand a proof of my
messiahship, what will | say?

6) And then thetempter came and said,

If you be son of God, command these stonesto turn to bread.

7) And Jesus said,

Whoisit that demandsatest? It isno sign that oneis son of God because he
does a miracle; the devils can do mighty things.

8) Did not the black magicians do great things befor e the Pharaohs?

9) My words and deeds in all thewalks of life shall be the proof of my
messiahship.

10) And then the tempter said,

If you will go into Jerusalem, and from the temple pinnacle cast down your sdlf to
earth, the people will believe that you are the Messiah sent from God.

11) Thisyou can surely do; for did not David say, He gives his angels charge
concerning you, and with their handswill they uphold lest you should fall?

12) And Jesus said,

I may not tempt the Lord, my God.

13) And then the tempter said,

L ook forth upon the world; behold its honorsand its fame! Behold its pleasures
and itswealth!

14) If you will giveyour lifefor thesethey shall beyours.

15) But Jesus said,

Away from me all tempting thoughts. My heart isfixed; | spurn thiscarnal sdaf
with all itsvain ambition and itspride.

16) For forty daysdid Jesuswrestle with his carnal self; his higher sdf prevailed.
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He then was hungry, but hisfriends had found him and they ministered to him.
17) Then Jesus left the wilderness and in the consciousness of Holy breath, he
came unto the camps of John and taught.
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CHAPTER 66

Six of John's disciples follow Jesus and become his disciples. He teaches them.
They sit in the Silence.

AMONG the follower s of John were many men from Galilee. The most devout
wer e Andrew, Simon, James, and John, with Philip and his brother of
Bethsaida.

2) One day as Andrew, Philip and a son of Zebedee, were talking with the
harbinger, the L ogos came, and John exclaimed,

Behold the Chrigt!

3) And then thethree disciplesfollowed Jesus, and he asked,

What do you seek?

4) And the disciples asked,

Wheredo you live? And Jesus answer ed,

Come and see.

5) And Andrew called his brother Simon, saying,

Comewith me, for | have found the Christ.

6) When Jesuslooked in Simon'sface he said,

Behold arock! and Peter isyour name.

7) And Philip found Nathanid sitting by atree, and said,

My brother, comewith me, for | have found the Christ! In Nazareth he abides.
8) Nathanid said,

Can anything of good come out of Nazar eth?

And Philip answered,

Come and see.

9) When Jesus saw Nathaniel come he said,

Behold an Israditeindeed in whom thereisno guile!

10) Nathanid said,

How can you speak about me thus?

11) And Jesus said,

| saw you asyou sat beneath thefig tree over there, before your brother called.
12) Nathanid lifted up hishands and said,

Thissurey isthe Christ, the king, for whom the harbinger has often testified.
13) And John went forth and found his brother James, and brought him to the
Chrig.

14) The six disciples went with Jesusto the place wher e he abode.

15) And Peter said,

We long have sought for Christ. We came from Galilee to John; we thought that
hewas Christ, but he confessed to usthat he was not;

16) That he was but the harbinger sent forth to clear the way, and make the
pathway easy for the coming king; and when you came he said, Behold the
Christ!

17) And we would gladly follow where you go. Lord, tell uswhat to do.

18) And Jesus said,

Thefoxes of the earth have homes, the birds have nests; | have no placeto lay
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my head.

19) He who would follow me must give up all cravings of the self and lose hislife
in saving life.

20) | cometo save thelost, and man is saved when heisrescued from himself.
But men are dow to comprehend thisdoctrine of the Christ.

21) And Peter said,

| cannot speak for any other man, but for myself | speak: | will leave all and
follow where you lead.

22) And then the others spoke and said, Y ou have the words of truth; you came
from God, and if wefollow in your footsteps we cannot missthe way.

23) Then Jesus and the six disciples sat a long, long timein silent thought.
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CHAPTER 67

Jesusvisits John at the Jordan. Delivers hisfirst Christine address to the people.
The address. He goes with his disciples to Bethany.

NOW, on the morrow Jesus came again and stood with John beside the ford;
and John prevailed on him to speak, and standing forth he said.

2) You men of Israel, Hear! The kingdom isat hand.

3) Behold the great key-keeper of the age standsin your midst; and with the
spirit of Elijah he has come.

4) Behold, for he hasturned the key; the mighty gates fly wide and all who will
may greet theking.

5) Behold these multitudes of women, children, men! they throng the avenues,
they crowd the outer courts; each seemsto beintent to be thefirst to meet the
King.

6) Behold, the censor comes and calls, Whoever will may come; but he who
comes must will to prune himself of every evil thought;

7) Must overcomedesireto gratify the lower self; must give hislifeto save the
lost.

8) The nearer to the kingdom gate you come, mor e spaciousisthe room; the
multitudes have gone.

9) If men could come unto the kingdom with their carnal thoughts, their
passions and desir es, ther e scar cely would be room for all.

10) But when they cannot take these through the narrow gate they turn away;
thefew areready to goin and seetheking.

11) Behold, John isa mighty fisher, fishing for the souls of men. He throws his
great net out into the sea of human life; hedrawsit in and it isfull.

12) But what a medley catch! a catch of crabs, and lobsters, sharksand creeping
things, with now and then afish of better kind.

13) Behold the thousands cometo hear the Wild Man of the hills; they comein
crowdsthat he may wash them in the crystal flood, and with their lipsthey do
confesstheir sins.

14) But when the morrow comeswe find them in their haunts of vice again,
reviling John, and cursing God, and heaping insults on the king.

15) But blessed arethe purein heart, for they shall seethe king.

16) And blessed arethe strong in heart, for they shall not be cast about by every
wind that blows,

17) But whilethefickle and the thoughtless have gone back to Egypt land for
leeks and carnal herbsto satisfy their appetites, the purein heart have found the
King.

18) But even those whose faith isweak, and who ar e naught but carnal
manifests, will some day come again, and enter in with joy to seetheking.

19) O men of Israel, take heed to what this prophet hasto say! Be strongin
mind; be purein heart; bevigilant in helpfulness, the kingdom isat hand.

20) When Jesus had thus said he went hisway, and with his six disciples cameto
Bethany; and they abode with L azarus many days.
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CHAPTER 68

Jesus speaks to the people in Bethany. Tellsthem how to become purein heart.
Goes to Jerusalem and in the temple reads from a prophetic book. Goesto
Nazareth.

THE news soon spread abroad that Jesus, king of 1srael, had cometo Bethany,
and all the people of the town cameforth to greet the king.

2) And Jesus, standing in the midst of them, exclaimed,

Behold, indeed, the king has come, but Jesusis not king.

3) Thekingdom truly isat hand; but men can seeit not with carnal eyes; they
cannot seethe king upon the throne.

4) Thisisthe kingdom of the soul; itsthroneis not an earthly throne; itskingis
not a man.

5) When human kings found kingdoms her e, they conquer other kings by force
of arms, one kingdom rises on theruins of another one.

6) But when our Father-God sets up the kingdom of the soul, he pours his
blessngsforth, likerain, upon thethrones of earthly kingswhorulein
righteousness.

7) It isnot rulethat God would overthrow; hissword israised against injustice,
wantonnessand crime.

8) Now, while the kings of Rome do justice, and love mercy and walk humbly
with their God, the benediction of the Triune God will rest upon them all.

9) They need not fear a messenger whom God sendsforth to earth.

10) I am not sent to Sit upon athroneto rule as Caesar rules; and you may tell
theruler of the Jewsthat | am not a claimant for histhrone.

11) Men call me Chrigt, and God has recognized the name; but Christ isnot a
man. The Christ isuniversal love, and Loveisking.

12) ThisJesusis but man who has been fitted by temptations overcome, by trials
multiform, to be the temple through which Christ can manifest to men.

13) Then hear, you men of Isradl, hear! L ook not upon theflesh; it isnot king.
L ook to the Christ within, who shall be formed in every one of you, asheis
formed in me.

14) When you have purified your hearts by faith, the king will enter in, and you
will see hisface.

15) And then the people asked, What must we do that we may make our bodies
fit abiding placesfor the king?

16) And Jesus said, Whatever tendsto purity in thought, and word, and deed
will cleanse the temple of the flesh.

17) Therearenorulesthat can apply to all, for men are specialistsin sin; each
has his own besetting sin,

18) And each must study for himsalf how he can best transmute histendency to
evil thingsto that of righteousness and love.

19) Until men reach the higher plane, and get away from selfishness, thisrule
will givethe best results:

20) Do unto other men what you would have them do to you.
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21) And many of the pegple said,

Weknow that Jesusisthe Christ, the king who was to come, and blessed be his
name.

22) Now, Jesus and his six disciplesturned their facestoward Jerusalem, and
many people followed them.

23) But Matthew, son of Alpheus, ran on before, and when hereached
Jerusalem, he said,

Behold the Christines come!

The multitudes came forth to seethe king.

24) But Jesusdid not speak to any one until hereached the temple court, and
then he opened up a book and read:

25) Behold, | send my messenger, and hewill pavetheway, and Christ, for
whom you wait, will come unto his temple unannounced. Behold, for he will
come, says God, the Lord of hosts.

26) And then he closed the book; he said no more; he left the temple halls, and
with hissix disciples, went hisway to Nazar eth,

27) And they abode with Mary, Jesus mother, and her sister, Miriam.

CHAPTER 69

Jesus and theruler of the synagogue of Nazareth. Jesusteaches not in public,
and the people are amazed.

NEXT day as Peter walked about in Nazar eth, he met the ruler of the synagogue
who asked,

Who isthis Jesus lately come to Nazareth?

2) And Peter said,

ThisJesusisthe Christ of whom our prophetswrote; heistheking of Israel. His
mother, Mary, liveson Marmion Way.

3) Theruler said,

Tl him to come up to the synagogue, for | would hear his plea.

4) And Peter ran and told to Jesuswhat theruler said; but Jesus answered not;
he went not to the synagogue.

5) Then in the evening timetheruler came up Marmion Way, and in the home of
Mary found he Jesus and hismother all alone.

6) And when theruler asked for proof of hismessiahship, and why he went not
to the synagogue when he was bidden, Jesus said,

7) | am not dave to any man; | am not called unto thisministry by priest. It is
not mineto answer when men call. | comethe Christ of God; | answer unto God
alone.

8) Who gave you right to ask for proof of my messiahship? My proof liesin my
words and works, and so if you will follow me you will not lack for proof.

9) And then theruler wert hisway; he asked himsalf,

What manner of aman isthisto disregard theruler of the synagogue?
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10) The people of thetown came out in throngsto seethe Christ, and hear him
speak; but Jesus said,

11) A prophet hasno honor in his native town, among hiskin.

12) | will not speak in Nazar eth until thewords| speak, and works| doin other
towns, have won the faith of men.

13) Until men know that God has christed me to manifest eternal love.

14) Good will to you, my kin; | blessyou with a boundlesslove, and | bespeak
for you abundant joy and happiness.

15) He said no more, and all the people marvelled much because he would not
speak in Nazareth.

CHAPTER 70

Jesus and his disciplesat a marriage feast in Cana. Jesus speaks on marriage.
Heturnswater into wine. The people are amazed.

IN Cana, Galileg, therewasa marriage feast, and Mary and her sister Miriam,
and Jesus and his six disciples were among the guests.

2) Theruler of thefeast had heard that Jesuswas a master sent from God, and
he requested him to speak.

3) And Jesus said,

Thereisnotiemoresacred than themarriagetie.

4) The chain that bindstwo soulsin loveis made in heaven, and man can never
sever it in twain.

5) The lower passions of the twain may cause a union of the twain, a union as
when oil and water meet.

6) And then a priest may forge a chain, and bind the twain. Thisisnot marriage
genuine; it isa counterfeit.

7) Thetwain are guilty of adultery; the priest isparty to thecrime.

And that was all that Jesus said.

8) AsJesus stood apart in silent thought his mother came and said to him,

The wine hasfailed; what shall we do?

9) And Jesus said,

Pray what iswine? It isbut water with the flavoring of grapes.

10) And what are grapes? They are but certain kindsof thought made manifest,
and | can manifest that thought, and water will be wine.

11) He called the servants, and he said to them,

Bring in six water potsof stone, a pot for each of these, my followers, and fill
them up with water to the brims.

12) The servants brought the water pots, and filled them to their brims,

13) And Jesus with a mighty thought stirred up the etherstill they reached the
manifest, and, lo, thewater blushed, and turned to wine,

14) The servantstook the wine and gaveit to theruler of the feast who called the
bridegroom in and said to him,
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15) Thiswineisbest of all; most people when they give afeast bring in the best
wine at first; but, lo, you havereserved the best until last.

16) And when the ruler and the guests weretold that Jesus, by the power of
thought, had turned the water into wine, they wer e amazed,

17) They said,

Thisman is morethan man; he surely isthe christed one who prophets of the
olden times declared would come.

18) And many of the guests believed on him, and gladly would have followed
him.
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CHAPTER 71

Jesus, his six disciples and his mother, go to Capernaum. Jesus teaches the people,
revealing the difference between the kings of earth and the kings of heaven.

THE city of Capernaum was by the sea of Galilee, and Peter'shome wasthere.
The homes of Andrew, John and James wer e near,

2) These men wer e fishermen, and must return to tend their nets, and they
prevailed on Jesus and hismother to accompany them, and soon with Philip and
Nathaniel they wereresting by the seain Peter's home.

3) The news spread through the city and along the shore that Judah'sking had
come, and multitudesdrew near to press his hand.

4) And Jesus said,

I cannot show the king, unless you see with eyes of soul, because the kingdom of
thekingisin the soul.

5) And every soul akingdom is. Thereisaking for every man.

6) Thiskingislove, and when thislove becomesthe greatest power in life, it is
the Christ; so Christ isking.

7) And every one may havethis Christ dwell in hissoul, as Christ dwelsin my
soul.

8) The body isthetemple of the king, and men may call a holy man a king.

9) Hewho will cleanse hismortal form and makeit pure, so purethat love and
righteousness may dwell unsullied side by sidewithin itswalls, isking.

10) Thekingsof earth areclothed in royal robes, and st in state that men may
stand in awe of them.

11) A king of heaven may wear afisher'sgarb; may St in mart of trade; may till
the soil, or be a gleaner in thefield; may be a davein mortal chains;

12) May be adjudged a criminal by men; may languish in a prison cell; may die
upon a Cross.

13) Men seldom see what otherstruly are. The human senses sense what seems
to be, and that which seemsto be and that which is, may be diversein every way.
14) The carnal man beholdsthe outer man, which isthetemple of the king, and
wor ships at hisshrine.

15) Theman of God ispurein heart; he seesthe king; he seeswith eyes of soul:
16) And when herisesto the plane of Christine consciousness, he knows that he
himsalf isking, islove, is Christ, and so is son of God.

17) You men of Galilee, prepareto meet your king.

18) And Jesustaught the people many lessons as he walked with them beside the
sea.
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SECTION XV

SAMECH

TheFirst Annual Epoch of the Christine Ministry of Jesus

CHAPTER 72

Jesusin Jerusalem. Drivesthe merchants out of the temple.
The priestsresent, and he defends himself from the standpoint of a loyal Jew. He
speaks to the people.

THE Jewish paschal feast time came and Jesus left hismother in Capernaum
and journeyed to Jerusalem.

2) And he abode with one a Sadducee, whose name was Jude.

3) And when hereached the temple courts the multitudes were there to see the
prophet who the people thought had cometo break the yoke of Rome, restore
the kingdom of the Jews, and rule on David'sthrone.

4) And when the people saw him comethey said,

All hail! behold the king!

5) But Jesus answered not; he saw the money changersin the house of God, and
hewas grieved.

6) The courts had been converted into marts of trade, and men were selling
lambs and dovesfor offeringsin sacrifice.

7) And Jesus called the priestsand said,

Behold, for paltry gain you have sold out the temple of the Lord.

8) Thishouse ordained for prayer isnow a den of thieves. Can good and evil
dwell together in the courts of God? | tell you, no.

9) And then he made a scour ge of cords and drove the mer chants out; he
overturned their boards, and threw their money on thefloor.

10) He opened up the cages of the captive birds, and cut the cordsthat bound the
lambs, and set them free.

11) The priests and scribes rushed out, and would have done him harm, but they
wer e driven back; the common people stood in his defense.

12) And then therulerssaid,

Who isthis Jesusyou call king?

13) The people said,

Heisthe Christ of whom our prophetswrote; heisthe king who will deliver
Israel.

14) Therulerssaid to Jesus,

Man, if you beking, or Christ, then show ussigns. Who gave you right to drive
these mer chants out?

15) And Jesus said,

Thereisno loyal Jew who would not give hislife to save thistemple from
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disgrace; in this| acted smply asaloyal Jew, and you your selves will bear me
witnessto thistruth.

16) The signs of my messiahship will follow mein words and deeds.

17) And you may tear the temple down (and you will tear it down) and in three
daysit will be built again more glorious than before.

18) Now Jesus meant that they might take hislife; tear down hisbody, temple of
the Holy Breath, and hewould rise again.

19) The Jews knew not the meaning of hiswords; they laughed hisclaimsto
scorn. They said,

20) A multitude of men wereforty and six yearsin building up this house, and
thisyoung stranger claimsthat he will build it up in three score hours; hiswords
areidle, and his claims are naught.

21) And then they took the scour ge with which he drove the mer chants out, and
would have driven him away; but Philo, who had come from Egypt to attend the
feast, stood forth and said,

22) You men of Israd, hear! Thisman ismorethan man; take heed to what you
do. | have, mysdlf, heard Jesus speak, and all the winds wer e still.

23) And | have seen him touch the sick, and they were healed. He stands a sage
above the sages of theworld;

24) And you will seehisstar arise, and it will grow until it isthe full-orbed Sun

of Righteousness.

25) Do not be hasty, men; just wait and you will have the proofs of his
messiahship.

26) And then the priestslaid down the scour ge, and Jesus said,

27) Prepare, O Israd, prepareto meet your king! But you can never seetheking
while you press sin assuch a preciousidol to your hearts.

28) Theking isGod; the purein heart alone can see the face of God and live.
29) And then the priestscried out,

Thisfellow claimsto be the God. Isnot thissacrilege! away with him!

30) But Jesus said,

No man hasever heard mesay, | am aking. Our Father-God isking. With every
loyal Jew | worship God.

31) I am the candle of the Lord aflameto light the way; and while you have the
light walk in thelight.

CHAPTER 73

Jesus again visitsthe temple, and is favorably received by the people.
Tellsthe parable of a king and hissons. Defines messiahship.

NEXT day the multitudes wer e surging through the temple courts, intent on
hearing Jesus speak.

2) And when he camethe people said,

All hail! behold the king!
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3) And Jesus spoke a parable; he said,

A king had vast domains; his people all werekin, and lived in peace.

4) Now, after many yearstheking said to his people, Taketheselandsand all |
have; enhancetheir values; rule yourselves, and livein peace.

5) And then the people formed their states; selected governors and petty kings.
6) But pride, ambition, selfish greed, and baseingratitude grew fast, and kings
began towar.

7) They wrotein all their statute books that might isright; and then the strong
destroyed the weak, and chaosreigned through all the vast domain.

8) A long time passed, and then the king looked out on hisdomain. He saw his
peoplein their crue wars, he saw them sick and sore distressed; he saw the
strong enslave the weak,

9) And then he said, What shall | do? Shall | send forth a scourge? shall |
destroy my people all?

10) And then hisheart was stirred with pity and he said, | will not send a
scourge; | will send forth my only son, heir to the throne, to teach the people
love, and peace, and righteousness.

11) He sent his son; the people scor ned him and maltreated him, and nailed him
toacross.

12) He was entombed; but death wasfar too weak to hold the prince, and he
arose.

13) He took a form man could not kill; and then he went again to teach the
people love, and peace and righteousness.

14) And thus God deals with men.

15) A lawyer came and asked,

What does messiah mean? and who hasright to make messiah of aman?

16) And Jesus said,
M essiah isone sent from God to seek and save the lost. M essiahs ar e not made
by men.

17) Infirst of every age Messiah comesto light the way; to heal up broken
hearts; to set the prisonersfree. Messiah and the Christ are one.

18) Because a man claimsto be Christ isnot a sign that heisChrist.

19) A man may cause the streamsto flow from flinty rocks, may bring storms at
will; may stay tempestuous winds; may heal the sick and raise the dead, and not
be sent from God.

20) All natureissubservient to the will of man, and evil men, aswell as good,
have all the powers of mind, and may control the elements.

21) The head gives not the proof of true messiahship, for man by means of
intellect, can never know of God, nor bring himsef towalk in light.

22) Messiah livesnot in the head, but in the heart, the seat of mercy and of love.
23) Messiah never worksfor selfish gains, he stands above the carnal sdlf; his
words and deeds are for the universal good.

24) Messiah never triesto be a king, to wear a crown and Sit upon an earthly
throne.

25) Theking isearthy, of the earth; Messiah isthe man from heaven.

26) And then the lawyer asked,
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Why do you pose asking?

27) And Jesus said,

No man has ever heard me say that | am king. | could not sit in Caesar's place
and bethe Christ.

28) Give unto Caesar what belongsto him; give unto God the treasures of your
heart.

CHAPTER 74

Jesus heals on the Sabbath, and is censured by the Pharisees. Restores a drowned
child.
Rescues a wounded dog. Caresfor a homeless child. Speaks on the law of
kindness.

IT wasthe Sabbath day, and Jesus stood among the surging masses of the people
in the temple courts and sacred halls.

2) Theblind, the deaf, the dumb, and those obsessed wer e there, and Jesus spoke
the Word, and they were healed.

3) On some helaid his hands, and they were healed; to othershejust spokethe
Word, and they werefull restored to health; but othershad to go and wash in
certain pools;, and others he anointed with a holy ail.

4) A doctor asked him why he healed in diversways, and hereplied,

5) Diseaseisdiscord in the human form, and discords are produced in many
ways.

6) The body isa harpsichord; sometimesthe strings aretoo relaxed, and then
inharmony results.

7) Sometimes we find the strings too tense, and then another form of discord is
induced.

8) Disease is many-formed, and there are many waysto cure, to tune anew the
mystic harpsichord.

9) Now when the Pharisees wer e told that Jesus healed the people on the
Sabbath day they were enraged, and they commanded him to quit the place.

10) But Jesus said,

Was man designed to fit the Sabbath, or was the Sabbath day designed tofit the
man?

11) If you had fallen in a pit and, lo, the Sabbath day had come, and | should
pass your way, would you cry out.

12) Let mealoneg; it isa sin to help me on the Sabbath day; I'll swelter in this
filth until another day?

13) You Pharisees, you hypocrites! you know you would be glad to have my help
upon the Sabbath day, or any other day.

14) These people all havefallen into pits, and they are calling loud for meto help
them out, and man and God would curse me should | passalong and heed them
not.
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15) And then the Phariseesreturned to say their prayers, and cur se the man of
God because he heeded not their words.

16) Now, in the evening Jesus stood beside a pool; a playful child had fallen in,
and it wasdrowned, and friendswere bearing it away.

17) But Jesuscalled the carriersto stop; and then he stretched himself upon the
lifelessform, and breathed into its mouth the breath of life.

18) And then he called aloud unto the soul that had gone out, and it returned,
the child revived and lived.

19) And Jesus saw a wounded dog; it could not move; it lay beside the way and
groaned with pain. Hetook it in hisarmsand boreit to the home where he
abode.

20) He poured the healing oil into the wounds; he cared for it asthough it werea
child till it was strong and well.

21) And Jesus saw a little boy who had no home, and he was hungry; when he
called for bread the people turned away.

22) And Jesustook the child and gave him bread; he wrapped him in hisown
warm coat, and found for him a home.

23) To those who followed him the master said,

If man would gain again hislost estate he must respect the brotherhood of life.
24) Whoever isnot kind to every form of life- to man, to beast, to bird, and
creeping thing - cannot expect the blessings of the Holy One; for aswe give, so
God will giveto us.



115
Aquarian Gospd of Jesus, the Chrigt--Dowling

CHAPTER 75

Nicodemus visits Jesusin the night. Jesusrevealsto him the meaning of
the new birth and the kingdom of heaven.

NICODEMUSwasaruler of the Jews, and He was earnest, learned and devout.
2) He saw the master's signet in the face of Jesus as hetalked, but was not brave
enough to publicly confess hisfaith in him;

3) Soin the night he went to talk with Jesus at the home of Jude.

4) When Jesus saw him come he said,

Full blessed arethe purein heart;

5) Twice blessed are thefearless, purein heart;

6) Thrice blessed arethefearless, purein heart who dare to make confession of
their faith before the highest courts.

7) And Nicodemus said,

Hail, master, hail! I know you are ateacher come from God, for man alone
could never teach asyou have taught; could never do the worksthat you have
done.

8) And Jesus said,

Except a man be born again he cannot see the king; he cannot compr ehend the
words| speak.

9) And Nicodemus said,

How can a man be born again? Can he go back into thewomb and come again

to life?

10) And Jesus said,

Thebirth of which | speak isnot the birth of flesh.

11) Except a man be born of water and the Holy Breath, he cannot come into the
kingdom of the Holy One.

12) That which isborn of flesh is child of man; that which isborn of Holy Breath
is child of God.

13) Thewinds blow wherethey please; men hear their voices, and may note
results; but they know not from whence they come, nor wherethey go; and sois
every onethat isborn of Holy Breath.

14) Theruler said,

| do not under stand; pray tell me plainly what you mean.

15) And Jesus said,

Thekingdom of the Holy Oneisin the soul; men cannot seeit with their carnal
eyes, with all their reasoning power sthey comprehend it not.

16) It isalife deep hid in God; itsrecognition isthe work of inner consciousness.
17) The kingdoms of theworld are kingdoms of the sight; the kingdom of the
Holy Oneisthat of faith; itskingislove.

18) Men cannot see the love of God unmanifest, and so our Father-God has
clothed thislove with flesh - flesh of a son of man.

19) And that the world may see and know this love made manifest, the son of
man must needs be lifted up.

20) AsMosesin the wildernessraised up the serpent for the healing of the flesh,
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the son of man must beraised up.

21) That all men bitten by the serpent of the dugt, the serpent of this carnal life,
may live.

22) Hewho believesin him shall have eternal life.

23) For God so loved theworld that he sent forth hisonly son to be raised up
that men may see thelove of God.

24) God did not send his son to judge the world; he sent him forth to save the
world; to bring men to thelight.

25) But men love not the light, for light revealstheir wickedness, men lovethe
dark.

26) Now, every onewho lovesthetruth comesto the light; he does not fear to
have his works made manifest.

27) Thelight had come, and Nicodemus went hisway; he knew the meaning of
the birth of Holy Breath; hefelt the presence of the Spirit in hissoul.

28) And Jesustarried in Jerusalem for many days and taught and healed the
sick.

29) The common people gladly listened to hiswords, and many left their all of
carnal thingsand followed him.

CHAPTER 76

Jesusin Bethlehem. Explainsthe Empire of Peace to the shepherds.
An unusual light appears. The shepherds recognize Jesus as the Christ.

THE L ogos went to Bethlehem, and many people followed him.

2) He found the shepherd's home wher e he was cradled when a babe; here he
abode.

3) He went up to the hillswhere morethan thirty years befor e the shepherds
watched their flocks and heard the messenger of peace exclaim:

4) At midnight in a cave in Bethlehem the Prince of Peaceis born.

5) And shepherds till werethere, and sheep ill fed upon the hills.

6) And in the valley near great flocks of snowwhite doves were flying to and fro.
7) And when the shepherds knew that Jesus, whom the people called the king,
had come, they came from near and far to speak to him.

8) And Jesus said to them,

Behold the life of innocence and peace!

9) Whiteisthe symbol of the virtuous and pure! the lamb of innocence; the dove
of peace;

10) And it was meet that love should come in human form amid such scenes as
these.

11) Our father Abraham walked through these vales, and on these very hills he
watched hisflocks and herds.

12) And hereit wasthat one, the Prince of Peace, the king of Salim, came; the
Chrigt in human form; a greater far than Abraham was he.
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13) And hereit wasthat Abraham gaveto thisking of Salim, tithes of all he had.
14) This Prince of Peace went forth in battle everywhere. He had no sword; no
armor of defense; no weapons of offence;

15) And yet he conquered men, and nationstrembled at hisfeet.

16) The hosts of Egypt quailed beforethis sturdy king of right; the kings of
Egypt placed their crownsupon hishead,

17) And gaveinto his handsthe sceptre of all Egypt land, and not a drop of
blood was shed, and not a captive placed in chains,

18) But everywhere the conqueror threw wide the prison doorsand set the
captivesfree.

19) And, once again, the Prince of Peace has come, and from these blessed hills
he goes again to fight.

20) And heisclothed in white; hissword istruth, hisshield isfaith; hishemet is
innocence; hisbreath islove; hiswatchword peace.

21) But thisisnot a carnal war; it isnot man at war with man; but it isright
againgt the wrong.

22) And loveis captain, loveiswarrior, loveisarmor, loveisall, and love shall
win.

23) And then again the hills of Bethlehem wer e clothed with light, again the
messenger exclaimed,

24) Peace, peace on earth, good will to men.

25) And Jesustaught the people; healed the sick; revealed the mysteries of the
kingdom of the Holy One.

26) And many said,

Heisthe Christ; the king who was to comehas come; Praise God.

CHAPTER 77

Jesusin Hebron. Goesto Bethany. Advises Ruth regarding certain family
troubles.

WITH threedisciples Jesus went to Hebron where hetarried seven days and
taught.

2) And then he went to Bethany and in the home of L azar us he taught.

3) The evening came; the multitudes were gone, and Jesus, L azarus, and his
ssters, Martha, Ruth and Mary, were alone.

4) And Ruth was sore distressed. Her home was down in Jericho; her husband
was the keeper of an inn; his name was Asher-ben.

5) Now, Asher was a Pharisee of grictest mien and thought, and heregarded
Jesuswith disdain.

6) And when hiswife confessed her faith in Christ, he drove her from hishome.
7) But Ruth resisted not; she said,

If Jesusisthe Christ he knowstheway, and | am sureHeisthe Chrigt.

8) My husband may become enraged and day my human form; he cannot kill
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the soul, and in the many mansions of my Fatherland | have a dwelling-place.

9) And Ruth told Jesus all; and then she said,

What shall | do?

10) And Jesus said,

Your husband is not willingly at fault; heisdevout; he praysto God, our Father-
God.

11) His zeal for hisréligion isintense; in thisheissincere; but it hasdriven him
insane, and he believesit right to keep hishome unsullied by the her esy of
Chrigt.

12) Hefeelsassured that he has done the will of God in driving you away.

13) Intoleranceisignorance matured.

14) Thelight will cometo him some day, and then he will repay for all your
heartaches, griefsand tears.

15) And Ruth, you must not think that you are free from blame.

16) If you had walked in wisdom's ways, and been content to hold your peace,
thisgrief would not have cometo you.

17) 1t takesalong, long timefor light to break into the shell of prejudice, and
patience isthe lesson you have need to learn.

18) The constant dropping of the water wear s away the hardest stone.

19) The sweet and holy incense of a godly life will melt intolerance much quicker
than the hottest flame, or hardest blow.

20) Just wait a little time, and then go home with sympathy and love. Talk not of
Chrigt, nor of the kingdom of the Holy One.

21) Just live a godly life; refrain from harshnessin your speech, and you will
lead your husband to thelight.

22) And it was s0.

CHAPTER 78

Jesusin Jericho. Healsa servant of Asher. Goesto the Jordan and speaksto the
people.
Establishes baptism as a pledge of discipleship. Baptizes six disciples, whoin turn
baptize many people.

AND Jesus went to Jericho, and at theinn of Asher he abode.

2) A servant at the inn was sick, nigh unto death; the healers could not cure.
3)And Jesus came and touched the dying girl, and said,

Malone, arise!

and in amoment pain was gone; the fever ceased; the maid was well.

4) And then the people brought their sick, and they were healed.

5) But Jesusdid not tarry long in Jericho; he went down to the Jordan ford
where John waswont to teach.

6) The multitudes were there and Jesus said to them,

Behold, the time has come; the kingdom isat hand.
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7) None but the purein heart can comeinto the kingdom of the Holy One; but
every son and daughter of the human raceiscalled upon to turn from evil and
becomethe purein heart.

8) Theresolution to attain and enter through the Christine gateinto the
kingdom of the Holy One will constitute discipleship, and every one must make a
pledge of his discipleship.

9) John washed your bodiesin the stream, symbolic of the cleansing of the soul,
in preparation for the coming of the king, the opening of the Christine gate into
the kingdom of the Holy One.

10) John did a mighty work; but now the Christine gate is opened up, and
washing is established asthe pledge of your discipleship.

11) Until thisage shall close this pledge shall be arite, and shall be called,
Baptism rite; and it shall be a sign to men, and seal to God of men's discipleship.
12) You men of every nation, hear! Come unto me; the Christine gate is opened
up; turn from your sinsand be baptized, and you shall enter through the gate
and seetheking.

13) The six discipleswho had followed Jesus stood a-near, and Jesusled them
forth and in the Jordan he baptized them in the name of Christ; and then he said
to them,

14) My friends, you arethefirst to enter through the Christine gate into the
kingdom of theHoly One.

15) As| baptized you in the name of Christ, so you shall, in that sacred name,
baptize all men and women who will confesstheir faith in Christ, and shall
renouncetheir sins.

16) And, lo, the multitudes came down, renounced their sins, confessed their
faith in Christ, and wer e baptized.

CHAPTER 79

John, the harbinger, at Salim. A lawyer inquires about Jesus.
John explains to the multitude the mission of Jesus.

NOW, John the harbinger, was at the Salim Springs wherewater was abundant,
and washed the bodies of the people who confessed their sins.

2) A Jewish lawyer went to John and said,

Has not thisman from Galilee, he whom you washed and called the Chrigt,
become your foe?

3) They say that heisat the Jordan ford; that heisbuilding up a church, or
something else, and that he washes people just asyou have done.

4) And John replied,

ThisJesusisindeed the Christ whoseway | cameto pave. Heis not foe of mine.
5) The bridegroom hath the bride; hisfriends are near, and when they hear his
voicethey all regoice.

6) The kingdom of the Holy Oneisbride, and Christ the groom; and I, the
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harbinger, am full of joy because they prosper so abundantly.

7) | have performed thework that | was sent to do; the work of Jesusjust
begins.

8) Then turning to the multitudes he said, Christ isthe king of righteousness,
Christ isthelove of God; yea, heis God; one of the holy persons of the Triune
God.

9) Chrigt livesin every heart of purity.

10) Now, Jesus who is preaching at the Jordan ford, has been subjected to the
hardest tests of human life, and he has conquered all the appetites and passions
of the carnal man,

11) And by the highest court of heaven, has been declared a man of such
superior purity and holinessthat he can demonstrate the presence of the Christ
on earth.

12) Lo, love divine, which isthe Chrigt, abidesin him, and heis pattern for the
race.

13) And every man can seein him what every man will be when he has
conquer ed all the passions of the selfish self.

14) In water | have washed the bodies of the people who have turned from sin,
symbolic of the cleansing of the soul;

15) But Jesus bathesfor ever in theliving waters of the Holy Breath.

16) And Jesus comesto bring the savior of theworld to men; Loveisthe savior
of theworld.

17) And all who put their trust in Christ, and follow Jesusasa pattern and a
guide, have everlasting life.

18) But they who do not trust the Christ, and will not purify their hearts so that
the Christ can dwell within, can never enter life (until they learn, and change
their hearts, and walk the straight & narrow path of Chrigt).
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CHAPTER 80

Lamaas comes from India to see Jesus. Helistensto the teachings of John at
Salim.
John tells him of the divine mission of Jesus. Lamaas finds Jesus at the Jordan.
The masters recognize each other.

LAMAAS, priest of Brahm, who was a friend of Jesus when hewasin thetemple
of Jagannath, had heard of Jesus and his mighty worksin many lands, and he
had left his home and cometo Palestine in search of him.

2) And as hejourneyed towar ds Jerusalem he heard of John, the harbinger, who
was esteemed a prophet of theliving God.

3) Lamaas found the harbinger at Salim Springs, for many days hewas a slent
listener to the pungent truths he taught.

4) And hewas present when the Pharisee told John of Jesus and his mighty
works.

5) He heard the answer of the harbinger; heard him bless the name of Jesus;
whom he called the Chrigt.

6) And then he spoke to John; he said,

Pray tell me more about this Jesuswhom you call the Christ.

7) And John replied,

this Jesusisthe love of God made manifest.

8) Lo, men areliving on the lower planes- the planes of greed and selfishness;
for sdf they fight; they conquer with the sword.

9) In every land the strong endaveand kill the weak. All kingdomsrise by force
of arms; for forceisking.

10) This Jesus comesto overthrow thisiron rule of force, and seat L ove on the
throne of power.

11) And Jesusfearsno man. He preaches boldly in the courts of kings, and
everywhere, that victorieswon by force of armsare crimes,

12) That every worthy end may be attained by gentlenessand love just asthe
Prince of Peace, Melchisedec, the priest of God, won gallant victoriesin war
without the shedding of a drop of blood.

13) You ask where arethe temples of the Christ? He ministersat shrines not
made with hands; histemples arethe hearts of holy men who are prepared to see
theking.

14) The groves of nature ar e his synagogues, hisforum istheworld.

15) Hehasno priestsdressed up in puppet style to be admired by men; for every
son of man ispriest of Love.

16) When man has purified hisheart by faith, he needs no middle man to

inter cede.

17) Heison friendly termswith God; isnot afraid of him, and heisable, and is
bold enough, to lay hisbody on the altar of the Lord.

18) Thusevery man ispriest, and ishimsdf aliving sacrifice.

19) You need not seek the Chrigt, for when your heart ispurified the Christ will
come, and will abide with you for evermore.
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20) And then Lamaas journeyed on; he came to Jesus as he taught beside the
ford.

21) And Jesus said,

Behold the Star of India!

22) Lamaas said,

Behold the Sun of Righteousness!

And he confessed hisfaith in Christ, and followed him.

CHAPTER 81

The Christines journey toward Galilee. They tarry for atime
at Jacob's well and Jesus teaches a woman of Samaria.

THE Chrigtine gate into the kingdom of the Holy One was opened up, and Jesus
and the six disciples and Lamaas left the Jordan ford and turned their faces
toward Galilee.

2) Their way lay through Samaria and asthey journeyed on they cameto
Sychar, which was near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to Joseph when a
youth.

3) And Jacob's well was there, and Jesus sat beside the well in silent thought,
and hisdisciples went into the town to purchase bread.

4) A woman of the town came out to fill her pitcher from the well; and Jesus was
athirst, and when he asked the woman for a drink she said,

5) | am awoman of Samaria, and you a Jew; do you not know that thereis
enmity between Samaritans and Jews? They traffic not; then why ask methe
favour of adrink?

6) And Jesus said,

Samaritans and Jews are all the children of one God, our Father-God, and they
arekin.

7) 1t isbut preudice born of the carnal mind that breedsthis enmity and hate.
8) Whilel wasborn a Jew, | recognisethe brotherhood of life. Samaritansare
just asdear to me as Jew or Greek.

9) And then, had you but known the blessngsthat our Father-God has sent to
men by me, you would have asked mefor adrink.

10) And | would gladly have given you a cup of water from the Fount of Life,
and you would never thirst again.

11) Thewoman said,

Thiswell isdeep, and you have naught with which to draw; how could you get
thewater that you speak about?

12) And Jesus said,

Thewater that | speak about comes not from Jacob's well; it flows from the
springsthat never fail.

13) Lo, everyone who drinks from Jacob's well will thirst again; but they who
drink thewater that | give will never thirst again;
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14) For they themdeves become a well, and from their inner partsthe sparkling
water s bubble up into eternal life.

15) Thewoman said,

Sir, | would drink from that rich well of life. Give meto drink, that | may thirst
no more.

16) And Jesus said,

Go call your husband from the town that he may share with you thisliving cup.
17) Thewoman said,

| have no husband, sir.

18) And Jesus answered her and said,

Y ou scarcely know what husband means; you seem to be a gilded butterfly that
flitsfrom flower to flower.

19) To you thereisno sacrednessin marriageties, and you affintise with any
man.

20) And you have lived with five of them who wer e esteemed as husbands by
your friends.

21) Thewoman said,

Do | not speak unto a prophet and a seer? Will you not condescend to tell me
who you ar e?

22) And Jesus said,

I need not tell you who | am, for you haveread the Law, the Prophetsand the
Psalmsthat tell of me.

23) | am one cometo break away thewall that separatesthe sons of men. In
Holy Breath thereisno Greek, no Jew, and no Samaritan; no bond, nor free; for
all areone.

24) The woman asked,

Why do you say that only in Jerusalem man ought to pray, and that they should
not wor ship in our holy mount?

25) And Jesus said,

What you have said, | do not say. One placeisjust as sacred as another place.
26) The hour has come when men must wor ship God within the temple of the
heart; for God isnot within Jerusalem, nor in your holy mount in any way that
heisnot in every heart.

27) Our God is Spirit; they who wor ship him must wor ship him in spirit and in
truth.

28) The woman said,

Weknow that when Messiah comesthat he will lead usin the ways of truth.

29 And Jesus said,

Behold the Christ has come; M essiah speaksto you.

CHAPTER 82
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While Jesusis teaching, his disciples come and marvel because he speaks with a
Samaritan. Many people from Sychar come to see Jesus. He speaksto them. With
his disciples he goes to Sychar and remainsfor certain days.

WHILE Jesusyet wastalking to the woman at the well, the six disciples came
from Sychar with the food.

2) And when they saw him talking to a woman of Samaria, and one they thought
a courtesan, they were amazed; yet no one asked him why he spoke with her.
3) Thewoman was so lost in thought and so intent on what the master said, that
sheforgot her errand to the well; sheleft her pitcher and ran quickly to the
town.

4) Shetold the people all about the prophet she had met at Jacob's well; she said,
Hetold meevery thing | ever did.

5) And when the people would know mor e about the man, the woman said,
Come out and see. And multitudes went out to Jacob's well.

6) When Jesus saw them come he said to those who followed him,

You need not say, It isfour months before the harvest time;

7) Behold, the harvest timeisnow. Lift up your eyes and look; thefieldsare
golden with theripened grain.

8) Lo, many sower s have gone forth to sow the seeds of life; the seed has grown;
the plants have strengthened in the summer sun; the grain hasripened, and the
master callsfor men to reap.

9) And you shall go out in thefields and reap what other men have sown; but
when the reckoning day shall come the sowers and the reapersall together will
reoice.

10 And Philip said to Jesus,

Stay now your work atime and sit beneath this olive tree and eat a portion of
thisfood; you must be faint for you have eaten naught since early day.

11) But Jesus said,

| am not faint, for | have food to eat you know not of.

12) Then the disciples said among themselves,

Who could have brought him aught to eat?

13) They did not know that he had power to turn the very ethersinto bread.

14) And Jesus said,

The master of the harvest never sends hisreapersforth and feedsthem not.
15) My Father who has sent meforth into the harvest field of human life will
never suffer me to want; and when he callsfor you to serve, lo, he will give you
food, will clothe and shelter you.

16) Then turning to the people of Samaria, he said,

Think not it strangethat 1, a Jew, should speak to you, for | am one with you.
17) Theuniversal Christ who wasand is, and evermore shall be, ismanifest in
me; but Christ belongsto every man.

18) God scattersforth hisblessngswith alavish hand, and heisnot morekind
to onethan to another one of all the creaturesof his hand.

19) | just came up from Judah's hills, and God's same sun was shining and his
flower swere blooming, and in the night hisstarswerejust asbright asthey are
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here.

20) God cannot cast a child away; the Jew, the Greek and the Samaritan are
equal in hissight.

21) And why should men and women fret and quarrd, like children in their
plays?

22) Thelinesthat separate the sons of men are made of straw, and just asingle
breath of love would blow them all away.

23) The people were amazed at what the stranger said, and many said,

The Christ that wasto come has surely come.

24) And Jesus went with them into thetown, and tarried certain days.

CHAPTER 83

Jesusteaches the people of Sychar. Castsa wicked spirit out of one obsessed.
Sends the spirit to its own place. Heals many people. The priests are disturbed
by the presence of Jesusin Sychar, but he speaks to them and winstheir favor.

IN Sychar Jesustaught the peoplein the market place.

2) A man obsessed was brought to him. Thewicked spirit that possessed the man
was full of violence and lust, and often threw hisvictim to the ground.

3) And Jesus spoke aloud and said,

Base spirit, loose your hold upon the vitals of this man, and go back to your own.
4) And then the spirit begged that he might go into the body of a dog that stood
near by.

5) But Jesus said,

Why harm the helplessdog? Itslifeisjust asdear to it asmineto me.

6) It isnot yoursto throw the burden of your sin on any living thing.

7) By your own deeds and evil thoughts you have brought all these perils on
your self. Y ou have hard problemsto be solved; but you must solve them for
your self.

8) By thus obsessing man, you make your own conditions doubly sad. Go back
into your own domain; refrain from harming anything, and by and by, you will
your self befree.

9) Thewicked spirit left the man and went unto hisown. The man looked up in
thankfulness and said,

Praise God.

10) And many of the people brought their sick, and Jesus spoke the Word, and
they were healed.

11) Theruler of the synagogue and all the priestswere much disturbed when
told that Jesus from Jerusalem was preaching in the town.

12) They thought that he had cometo proselyte and stir up strife among
Samaritans.

13) And so they sent an officer to bring him to the synagogue that he might give
areason for hispresencein thetown.
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14) But Jesus said to him who came,

Go back and tdl the priestsand ruler of the synagogue that | am not engaged in
crime.

15) I cometo bind up broken hearts, to heal the sick, and cast the evil spiritsout
of those obsessed.

16) Tell them their prophets spoke of me; that | cometo break no law, but to
fulfill the highest law.

17) Theman returned and told the priestsand ruler of the synagogue what Jesus
said.

18) Theruler was amazed, and with the priests went to the market place where
Jesuswas.

19) And when he saw them, Jesus said,

Behold the honored men of all Samaria! the men ordained to lead the peoplein
the way of right.

20) And | am cometo help, and not to hinder in their work.

21) There aretwo classes of the sons of men; they who would build the human
race upon the sure foundation stones of justice, truth, equality and right,

22) And they who would destroy the holy temple, where the Spirit dwells, and
bring their fellows down to beggary and crime.

23) The holy brotherhood of right must stand united in the stirring conflicts of
the hour.

24) No matter whether they be Jews, Samaritans, Assyrians, or Greeks, they
must tramp down beneath their feet all strife, all discord, jealousy and hate, and
demonstrate the brotherhood of man.

25) Then to theruler of the synagogue he spoke: he said,

United in the cause of right we stand; divided we will fall.

26) And then hetook theruler by the hand; alovelight filled their souls; and all
the people wer e amazed.

CHAPTER 84

The Christinesresume their journey. They tarry a whilein the city of Samaria.
Jesus speaksin the synagogue. Heals a woman by mental power. He disappears,
but later joins his disciples as they journey towards Nazareth.

THE Chrigtinesturned their facestoward theland of Galileg; but when they
reached the city of Samaria, the multitudes pressed hard about them, begging
them totarry in their city for awhile.

2) And then they went up to the synagogue, and Jesus opened up the book of

M oses, and he read:

3) Inthee and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blest.

4) And then he closed the book and said, These wor ds were spoken by theLord
of hostsunto our father Abraham, and |srael has been blessednessto all the
world.
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5) We are his seed; but not a tithe of the great work that we were called to do has
yet been done.

6) The Lord of hostshas set apart the | sraelitesto teach the unity of God and
man; but one can never teach that which he does not demonstratein life.

7) Our God is Spirit, and in him all wisdom, love and strength abide.

8) In every man these sacred attributes are budding forth, and in due time they
will unfold; the demonstration will completed be, and man will comprehend the
fact of unity.

9) And you, ruler of the synagogue, and you, these priests, are honour ed
servants of the Lord of hosts.

10) All men arelooking unto you for guidance in the ways of life; exampleis
another namefor priest; so what you would that people be, that you must be.
11) A smple godly life may win ten thousand soulsto purity and right.

12) And all the people said,

Amen.

13) Then Jesus|eft the synagogue, and at the hour of evening prayer he went up
tothe sacred grove, and all the people turned their facestoward their holy
mount and prayed.

14) And Jesus prayed.

15) And ashe sat in silent mood a voice of soul spoketo hissoul imploring help.
16) And Jesus saw a woman on a couch in sore digtress; for shewassick nigh
unto death.

17) She could not speak, but she had heard that Jesus was a man of God, and in
her heart she called on him for help.

18) And Jesus helped; he did not speak; but like a flash of light, a mighty virtue
from hissoul filled full the body of the dying one, and she arose, and joined her
kindred whilethey prayed.

19) Her kindred were astonished and they said to her,

How wer e you healed?

And shereplied,

20) | do not know; | simply asked the man of God in thought for healing power,
and in amoment | was well.

21) The people said,

The gods have surely cometo earth; for man hasnot the power to heal by
thought.

22) But Jesus said,

The greatest power in heaven and earth isthought.

23) God made the univer se by thought; he paintsthelily and the rose with
thought.

24) Why think it strange that | should send a healing thought and change the
ethersof disease and death to those of health and life?

25) Lo, you shall seefar greater thingsthan this, for by the power of holy
thought, my body will be changed from carnal flesh to spirit form; and so will
yours.

26) When Jesus had thus said he disappear ed, and no one saw him go.

27) Hisown disciplesdid not comprehend the change; they knew not wheretheir
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master went, and they went on their way.
28) But asthey walked and talked about the strange event, lo, Jesus came and
walked with themto Nazar eth of Galilee.
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CHAPTER 85

John, the harbinger, censures Herod for his wickedness.
Herod sends him to prison in Machaerus. Jesus tells why God permitted the
imprisonment of John.

HEROD ANTIPAS, thetetrarch of Paraca and of Galilee was dissipated, selfish
and tyrannical.

2) Hedrove hiswife away from home that he might take aswife Herodias, the
wife of one, anear of kin, awoman, like himsdf, immoral and unjust.

3) Thecity of Tiberius, upon the shores of Galilee, was Herod's home.

4) Now John, the harbinger, had left the Salim Springsto teach the people by the
sea of Galileg; and herebuked thewicked ruler and hisstolen wifefor all their
sins.

5) Her odias was enr aged because the preacher dared accuse her and her
husband of their crimes;

6) And sheprevailed on Herod to arrest the harbinger and cast himin a
dungeon in the castle of M achaerusthat stood beside the Bitter Sea.

7) And Herod did as sherequired; then shelived in peacein all her sins, for none
wer e bold enough to censure her again.

8) Thefollowers of John werewarned to speak not of thetrial and imprisonment
of John.

9) By order of the court, they wererestrained from teaching in the public halls.
10) They could not talk about this better lifethat Herod called the Heresy of
John.

11) When it was known that John had been imprisoned by thetetrarch court,
the friends of Jesusthought it best that he should not remain in Galilee.

12) But Jesus said,

| have no need of fear; my time has not yet come; no man can stay metill my
work isdone.

13) And when they asked why God per mitted Herod to imprison John, he said,
14) Behold yon stalk of wheat! When it has brought the grain to perfectness, it
isof no moreworth; it falls, becoming part of earth again from which it came.
15) John isa stalk of golden wheat; he brought unto maturity therichest grain
of all the earth; hiswork isdone.

16) If he had said another word it might have marred the symmetry of what is
now a noble life.

17) And when my work isdonetherulerswill do unto me what they have done
to John, and more.

18) All these eventsare part of God's own plan. The innocent will suffer while
thewicked arein power; but woe to them who cause the suffering of the
Innocents.
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CHAPTER 86

The Christinesarein Nazareth. Jesus speaksin the synagogue. He offendsthe
people
and they attempt to kill him. He mysteriously disappears, and returnsto the
synagogue.

THE Christineswere in Nazareth. It wasthe Sabbath day, and Jesus went up to
the synagogue.

2) The keeper of the books gave one to Jesus and he opened it and read:

3) The Spirit of the Lord has over shadowed me; he has anointed me to preach
the gospel to the poor; to set the captivesfree; to open sightless eyes,

4) Tobring relief to those oppressed and bruised, and to proclaim, Theyear of
jubilee has come.

5) When he had read these wor ds he closed the book and said,
Thisscriptureisfulfilled before your eyesthisday. The year of jubilee has come;
thetime when Israd shall blesstheworld.

6) And then hetold them many things about the kingdom of the Holy One;
about the hidden way of life; about for giveness of sins.

7) Now, many people knew not who the speaker was. And otherssaid,

Isnot this Joseph's son? Does not his mother live on Mar mion way?

8) And one spoke out and said,

Thisisthe man who did such mighty worksin Cana, in Capernaum, and in
Jerusalem.

9) And then the people said,

Physician heal yourself. Do here among your kindred all the mighty worksthat
you have donein other towns.

10) And Jesus said,

No prophet isreceived with honor by the people of his native land; and prophets
arenot sent to every one.

11) Elijah was a man of God; he had the power and he closed the gates of
heaven, and it did not rain for forty months, and when he spoke the Word, the
rain come on, the earth brought forth again.

12) And therewere many widows in theland; but this Elijah went to none but
Zarephath, and she was blessed.

13) And when Elisha lived, lo, many leperswerein Israel, but none were
cleansed save one - the Syrian who had faith.

14) Y ou have no faith; you seek for signsto satisfy your curious whims; but you
shall seenot till you open up your eyes of faith.

15) And then the people wer e enraged; they rushed upon him, bound him down
with cords, and took him to a precipice not far away, intent to cast him down to
death;

16) But when they thought they held him fast, he disappear ed; unseen he passed
among the angry men, and went hisway.

17) The people wer e confounded and they said, What manner of a man isthis?
18) And when they came again to Nazar eth, they found him teaching in the
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synagogue.
19) They troubled him no morefor they were sore afraid.
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CHAPTER 87

The Christines go to Cana. Jesus heals a nobleman's child.
The Christines go to Capernaum.
Jesus provides a spacious home for his mother.
He announces hisintention to choose twelve apostles.

IN Nazar eth Jesustaught no more; he went with hisdisciplesup to Cana, where,
at a marriage feast, he once turned water into wine.

2) And here he met a man of noble birth whose home wasin Capernaum, whose
son was sick.

3) Theman had faith in Jesus power to heal, and when he learned that he had
cometo Galilee he went in haste to meet him on the way.

4) The man met Jesus at the seventh hour, and he entreated him to hasten to
Capernaum to save his son.

5) But Jesus did not go; he stood asidein silencefor atime, and then he said,
Your faith has proved a healing balm; your son iswell.

6) The man believed and went hisway toward Capernaum and as he went he
met a servant from his home who said,

7) My lord, You need not haste; your son iswell.

8) Thefather asked,

When did my son begin to mend?

9) The servant said,

On yesterday about the seventh hour the fever left.

10) And then the father knew it wasthe healing balm that Jesus sent that saved
his son.

11) In Cana Jesustarried not; he went hisway with hisdisciplesto Capernaum,
wher e he secured a spacious house wher e, with hismother, he could live, where
his disciples might repair to hear the Word.

12) He called the men who had confessed their faith in him to meet him in his
home, which hisdisciples called, The school of Christ; and when they came he
said to them,

13) Thisgospd of the Christ must be proclaimed in all theworld.

14) This Christine vine will be a mighty vine whose branches will comprise the
peoples, tribes and tongues of all the earth.

15) | am thevine; twelve men shall be the branches of the stock, and these shall
send forth branches everywhere;

16) And from among the peoplewho have followed me, the Holy Breath will call
the twelve.

17) Go now and do your work asyou have done your work; but listen for the
call.

18) Then the discipleswent unto their daily tasks, to do their work asthey had
done, and Jesus went alone into the Hammoth hillsto pray.

19) Three days and nights he spent communing with the Silent Brotherhood;
then, in the power of Holy breath he cameto call the twelve.
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CHAPTER 88

Jesuswalks by thesea. Standsin a fishing boat and speaks to the people.
Under hisdirection the fishermen secure a great catch of fish.
He selects and calls his twelve apostles.

BESIDE the sea of Galileethe Christine master walked, and multitudes of
people followed him.

2) Thefishing boats had just comein, and Peter and his brother waited in their
boats, their helperswer e ashorerepairing broken nets.

3) And Jesuswent into a boat and Peter pushed it out alittle ways from shore;
and Jesus standing in the boat spoke to the multitude. He said,

4) | saiah, prophet of the Lord of hosts, looked forward and he saw this day; he
saw the people standing by the sea, and he exclaimed,

5) Theland of Zebulon and Napthali, land beyond the Jordan and toward the
sea, the Gentile Galileg,

6) The people werein darkness, knowing not the way; but, lo, they saw the Day
Star rise; alight streamed forth; they saw the way of life; they walked therein.
7) And you areblest beyond all people of the earth today, because you first may
seethelight, and may become the children of the light.

8) Then Jesus said to Peter,

Bring your netsaboard, and put out in the deep.

9) And Peter did as Jesus bade him do; but in a faithlessway he said,
Thisisausdesstrip; thereareno fish upon this shore of Galileetoday; with
Andrew | havetoiled all night, and taken naught.

10) But Jesus saw beneath the surface of the sea; he saw a multitude of fish. He
said to Peter,

11) Cast out your net upon theright side of the boat.

12) And Peter did as Jesus said, and, lo, the net wasfilled; it scar ce was strong
enough to hold the multitude of fish.

13) And Peter called to John and James, who were near by, for help; and when
the net was hauled to boat, both boats were well nigh filled with fish.

14) When Peter saw the heavy catch, he was ashamed of what he said; ashamed
because he had no faith, and he fell down at Jesus feet, and said,

Lord, | believe!

15) And Jesus said,

Behold the catch! from henceforth you shall fish no morefor fish;

16) You shall cast forth the Chrigtine net into the sea of human life, upon the
right side of the boat; you shall ensnar e the multitudes to holiness and peace.
17) Now, when they reached the shore the Christine master called to Peter,
Andrew, James and John and said,

18) You fishermen of Galilee, the master s have a mighty work for usto do; | go,
and you may follow me.

And they l€eft all and followed him.

19) And Jesuswalked along the shore, and seeing Philip and Nathanie walking
on the beach he said to them.



134
Aquarian Gospd of Jesus, the Chrigt--Dowling

20) You teachers of Bethsaida, who long have taught the people Greek
philosophy, the master s have a higher work for you and meto do; | go and you
may follow me;

and then they followed him.

21) A littlefarther on there stood a Roman tribute house, and Jesus saw the
officer in charge; hisname was Matthew, who once abodein Jericho;

22) The youth who onceran on beforethe Lord into Jerusalem and said, Behold
the Christines come.

23) And M atthew was a man of wealth, and learned in wisdom of the Jews, the
Syrians and the Greeks.

24) And Jesus said to him,

Hail, Matthew, trusted servant of the Caesars, hail! the masterscall usto the
tribute house of souls; I go and you may follow me.

And Matthew followed him.

25) Ischariot and his son, whose name was Judas, wer e employed by M atthew
and were at the tribute house.

26) And Jesus said to Judas,

Stay your work; the masterscall usto a duty in the savings bank of souls; | go
and you may follow me.

And Judas followed him.

27) And Jesus met a lawyer who heard about the Christine master and had come
from Antioch to study in the school of Christ.

28) Thisman was Thomas, man of doubt, and yet a Greek philosopher of culture
and of power.

29) But Jesus saw in him thelines of faith, and said to him,

The master s have a need of men who can interpret law; | go, and you may follow
me.

And Thomas followed him.

30) And when the evening came and Jesus was at home, behold, there came his
Kindred, James and Jude, the sons of Alpheusand Miriam.

31) And these were men of faith, and they were car penters of Nazar eth.

32) And Jesus said to them,

Behold, for you have toiled with me, and with my father Joseph, building houses
for the homes of men. The magterscall usnow to aid in building homes for

souls;, homes built without the sound of hammer, axe, or saw;

33) I go, and you may follow me.

And James and Jude exclaimed,

Lord, wewill follow you.

34) And on the morrow Jesus sent a message unto Simon, leader of the Zelotes, a
grict exponent of the Jewish law.

35 And in the message Jesus said,

Themasterscall for men to demonstrate the faith of Abraham; | go, and you
may follow me.

And Simon followed him.
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CHAPTER 89

The twelve apostles are at Jesus home and are consecrated to their work. Jesus
instructs them.
He goes to the synagogue on the Sabbath and teaches. He casts an unclean spirit
out of one obsessed.
He heals Peter's mother-in-law.

NOW, on the day before the Sabbath day, the twelve disciples who had received
the call were met with one accord in Jesus home.

2) And Jesus said to them,

Thisisthe day to consecrate your selves unto the work of God; so let uspray.
3) Turn from the outer totheinner sdlf; close all the door s of carnal self and
walt.

4) The Holy Breath will fill this place, and you will be baptized in Holy Breath.
5) And then they prayed; alight more brilliant than the noonday sun filled all
the room, and tongues of flame from every head rose high in air.

6) The atmosphere of Galilee was set astir; a sound like distant thunder rolled
above Capernaum, and men heard songs, asthough ten thousand angelsjoined
in full accord.

7) And then the twelve disciples heard a voice, a ill, small voice, and just one
word was said, aword they dared not speak; it wasthe Sacred name of God.

8) And Jesus said to them,

By thisomnific Word you may control the elements, and all the powers of air.
9) And when within your soulsyou speak thisWord, you have the keys of life
and death; of thingsthat are; of thingsthat were; of thingsthat areto be.

10) Behold you arethe twelve great branches of the Christine vine; the twelve
foundation stones; the twelve apostles of the Christ.

11) Aslambs| send you forth among wild beasts, but the omnific Word will be
your buckler and your shield.

12) And then again the air wasfilled with song, and every living creatur e seemed
to say,

Praise God! Amen!

13) The next day was the Sabbath day; and Jesus went with hisdisciplesto the
synagogue, and ther e he taught.

14) The people said,

Heteaches not asdo the scribes and Pharisees; but asa man who knows, and
has authority to speak.

15) As Jesus spoke, a man obsessed camein; the evil spiritsthat obsessed the
man wer e of the baser sort; they often threw their victim to the ground, or in the
fire.

16) And when the spirits saw the Christine master in the synagogue they knew
him, and they said,

17) You son of God, why are you here? would you destroy us by theWord
before our time? we would have naught to do with you; let usalone.

18) But Jesus said to them,
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By the omnific Word | speak; Come out; torment this man no more€; go to your
place.

19) And then the unclean spiritsthrew the man upon the floor, and, with a
fiendish cry, they went away.

20) And Jesuslifted up theman and said to him,

If you will keep your mind fully occupied with good, the evil spirits cannot find a
placeto stay;

21) They only come to empty heads and hearts. Go on your way and Sh no more.
22) The people were astonished at the wordsthat Jesus spoke, the work hedid.
They asked among themselves,

23) Who isthis man? From whence comes all this power that even unclean
spiritsfear, and flee away?

24) The Christine master left the synagogue; with Peter, Andrew, James and
John, he went to Peter's house where one, a near of kin, was sick.

25) And Peter'swife camein; it was her mother who was sick.

26) And Jesustouched the woman as she lay upon her couch; he spokethe
Word; thefever ceased and she arose and ministered to them.

27) The neighbor s heard what had occurred, and then brought their sick, and
those obsessed, and Jesuslaid his hands on them, and they were healed.

CHAPTER 90

Jesus goes alone to a mountain to pray. Hisdisciplesfind him.
He calls the twelve and they journey through Galilee teaching and healing.
At Tiberius Jesus healsaleper. The Christinesreturn to Capernaum. In his
own home Jesus heals a palsied man and makes known the philosophy of healing
and the forgiveness of sins.

THE Christine master disappeared; no one saw him go, and Peter, Jamesand
John st forth to search for him; they found him at histrysting-place out on the
Hammoth hills.

2) And Peter said,

The city of Capernaum iswild; the people crowd the streets and every public
placeisfilled.

3) The men, the women and the children everywhere are asking for the man who
heals by will.

4) Your home and our homes arefilled with people who are sick; they call for
Jesuswhoiscalled the Christ. What will we say to them?

5) And Jesus said,

A score of other cities call, and we must take the bread of life to them. Go call
the other men and let us go.

6) And Jesus and the twelve went to Bethsaida wher e Philip and Nathaniel
dwelt; and therethey taught.

7) The multitudes believed on Christ, confessed their sinsand wer e baptized,
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and came into the kingdom of the Holy One.

8) The Christine master and the twelve went everywher e through all the towns
of Galilee, and taught, baptizing all who camein faith, and who confessed their
sins.

9) They opened up blind eyes, unstopped deaf ears, drove forth the evil ones
from those obsessed, and healed disease of every kind.

10) And they werein Tiberius by the sea, and asthey taught a leper came a-near
and said,

Lord, | believe, and if you will but speak the Word | will be clean.

11) And Jesus said to him,

I will; be clean.

And soon the leprosy was gone; the man was clean.

12) And Jesus charged the man, say naught to anyone, but go and show your self
unto the priestsand offer for your cleansing what the law demands.

13) The man was wild with joy; but then he went not to the priests, but in the
marts of trade, and everywhere hetold what had been done.

14) And then the sick in throngs pressed hard upon the healer and the twelve,
imploring to be healed.

15) And they were so importunate that little could be done, and so the Christines
left the crowded thoroughfares, and went to desert places wher e they taught the
multitudes that followed them.

16) Now, after many days the Christines came back to Capernaum. When it was
noised around that Jesus was at home, the people came; they filled the housettill
there was no moreroom, not even at the door.

17) And therewere present scribes and Pharisees and doctor s of the law from
every part of Galilee, and from Jerusalem, and Jesus opened up for them the
way of life.

18) Four men brought one, a palsed man upon a cot, and when they could not
passthe door they took the sick man to theroof, and opened up a way, then let
him down beforethe healer'sface.

19) When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the palsed man,

My son, be of good cheer; your sinsareall forgiven.

20) And when the scribes and Pharisees heard what he said, they said,

Why does this man speak thus? who can for give the sins of men but God?

21) And Jesus caught their thought; he knew they questioned thus among
themselves; he said to them,

22) Why reason thus among your selves? What mattersit if | should say, Your
sinsareblotted out; or say, Arise, take up your bed and walk?

23) But just to prove that men may hereforgivethe sinsof men, | say,

(and then he spoke unto the palsied man)

24) Arise, take up your bed, and go your way.

25) And in the presence of them all the man arose, took up hisbed, and went his
way.

26) The people could not comprehend the thingsthey heard and saw. They said
among themselves,

Thisisaday we never can forget; we have seen wondrous things today.
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27) And when the multitudes had gone the twelve remained, and Jesus said to
them,

28) The Jewish festival draws near; next week we will go to Jerusalem, that we
may meet our brethren from afar, and open up to them the way that they may
seetheking.

29) The Chrigtines sought the quiet of their homes, wherethey remained in
prayer for certain days.
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SECTION XVI
AIN

The Second Annual Epoch of the Christine Ministry of Jesus

CHAPTER 91

Jesus at the feast in Jerusalem. Heals an impotent man.
Givesa practical lesson in healing. Affirmsthat all men are the sons of God.

THE feast time came and Jesus and the twelve went to Jerusalem.

2) Upon the day before the Sabbath day they reached Mount Olives and they
tarried at an inn before Mount Olives on the north.

3) And in the early morning of the Sabbath day they went in through the sheep
gate to Jerusalem.

4) The healing fountain of Bethesda, near the gate, was thronged about with
people who were sick;

5) For they believed that at a certain time an angel came and poured a healing
virtuein the pool, and those who entered first and bathed, would be made whole.
6) And Jesus and the twelve wer e standing near the poal.

7) And Jesus saw a man near by who had been stricken eight and thirty years,
without a hand to help he could not move.

8) And Jesus said to him,

My brother, man, would you be healed?

9) The man replied,

| earnestly desireto be healed; but | am helpless and when the angel comes and
pour sthe healing virtuesin the poal,

10) Another who can walk, stepsin the fountain first and | am left unhealed.

11) And Jesus said, Who sends an angel hereto potentise this pool for just a
favored few?

12) I know it isnot God, for he dealsjust the same with every one.

13) One has no better chancein heaven's healing fountain than another one.
14) Thefount of health isin your soul; it hasa door locked fast; the key isfaith;
15) And every one can have thiskey and may unlock the door and plungeinto
the healing fount and be made whole.

16) And then the man looked up in hopeful mood and said,

Give methiskey of faith.

17) And Jesus said,

Do you believe what | have said? According to your faith it shall be done. Arise,
take up your bed and walk.

18) The man at once ar ose and walked away; heonly said,

Praise God.

19) And when the people asked,
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Who made you whole? the man replied,

| do not know. A stranger at the pool just spokeaword and | was well.

20) The many did not see when Jesus healed the man, and with thetwelve he
went hisway up to the templecourts.

21) And in the temple Jesus saw the man and said to him,

Behold you are made whole; from henceforth guard your lifearight;

22) Go on your way and sin no more, or something wor se may fall on you.

23) And now the man knew who it was who made him whole.

24) Hetold the story to the priests and they were much enraged; they said,
Thelaw forbids a man to heal upon the Sabbath day.

25) But Jesus said,

My Father works on sabbath daysand may not 1?

26) He sends hisrain, hissunshine and hisdew; he makes hisgrassto grow, his
flower sto bloom; he speedsthe harvestsjust the same on Sabbath days as on the
other days.

27) If it islawful for the grassto grow and flowersto bloom on Sabbath daysit
surely isnot wrong to succour stricken men.

28) And then the priests wer e angered mor e and mor e because he claimed to be
a son of God.

29) A leading priest, Abihu, said,

Thisfellow isa menaceto our nation and our laws; he makes himself to be a son
of God; it isnot meet that he should live.

30) But Jesus said,

Abihu, Sir, you are a learned man; you surely know the law of life. Pray tell who
wer e the sons of God we read about in Genesis, who took to wife the daughters
of the sons of men?

31) Our father Adam; who was he? From whence came he? Had he afather? or
did hefall from heaven asa star?

32) Weread that Moses said, He came from God. If Adam came from God pray,
was he offspring, was he son?

33) Wearethe children of thisson of God; then tell me, learned priest, Who are
weif not sons of God?

34) The priest had urgent business and he went hisway.

35) And Jesus said,

All men are sons of God and if they live a holy lifethey always are at home with
God.

36) They see and under stand the works of God, and in his sacred name they can
perform these works.

37) Thelightnings and the storms are messenger s of God aswell asthe sunshine,
rain and dew.

38) Thevirtues of the heavensarein God's hands, and every loyal son may use
these virtues and these powers.

39) Man isthe delegate of God to do hiswill on earth, and man can heal the sick,
control the spirits of theair, and raise the dead.

40) Because | have the power to do these thingsis nothing strange. All men may
gain the power to do thesethings; but they must conquer all the passions of the
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lower sdlf; and they can conquer if they will.

41) So man isGod on earth, and hewho honors God must honor man; for God
and man areone, asfather and the child are one.

42) Behold, | say, The hour has come; the dead will hear the voice of man, and
live, because the son of man is son of God.

43) You men of Israd, hear! you live in death; you arelocked up within the
tomb.

44) (Thereisno deeper death than ignorance and unbelief.)

45) But all will some day hear the voice of God made plain by voice of man, and
live. You all will know that you are sons of God, and by the sacred Word, may
do theworks of God.

46) When you have cometo life, that is, have cometo realize that you are sons of
God, you who have lived the life of right, will open up your eyes on fields of life.
47) But you who love the ways of sin will, in thisresurrection, stand beforea
judgment bar, and be condemned to pay the debts you oweto men and to

your selves.

48) For whatsoever you have done amiss must be performed again, and yet
again, until you reach the stature of the perfect man.

49) But in duetimethe lowest and the highest will ariseto walk in light.

50) Shall I accuse you unto God? No, for your prophet, M oses, has donethat;
and if you hear not Moses wordsyou will not hearken unto me, for M oseswr ote
of me.

CHAPTER 92

The Christines at a feast in Lazarus home. A fireragesin the town.
Jesus rescues a child from the flames and stays the fire by the Word.
He gives a practical lesson on how to redeem a drunken man.

NOW, Lazaruswas at the feast and Jesus and the twelve went with him to his
home in Bethany.

2) And Lazarusand hissistersmade a feast for Jesus and the twelve; and Ruth
and Asher camefrom Jericho; for Asher wasno longer hostileto the Christ.

3) And whilethe guests sat at the board behold a cry,

Thevillageis a-fire!

and all rushed out into the streets, and, lo, the homes of many neighborswerein
flames.

4) And in an upper room an infant lay adeep, and none could passthe flamesto
save. The mother, wild with grief, was calling on the men to save her child.

5) Then, with a voice that made the spirits of thefire pale and tremble, Jesus
said,

Peace, peace, be still!

6) And then hewalked through smoke and flame, climbed up thefalling stair,
and in amoment came again, and in hisarms he brought the child. and not a
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trace of firewas on himsdf, hisraiment, or the child.

7) Then Jesusraised hishand, rebuked the spirits of the fire, commanding them
to cease their awful work, and be at rest.

8) And then, asthough the waters of the sea were all at once poured on the
flames, thefire ceased to burn.

9) And when the fury of the fire was spent the multitudes were wild to seethe
man who could control thefire, and Jesus said,

10) Man was not madefor fire, but fire was made for man.

11) When man comesto himself and comprehends the fact that heis son of God,
and knowsthat in himsdf liesall the powers of God, heisa master mind and all
the eementswill hear hisvoice and gladly do hiswill.

12) Two sturdy asses bind the will of man; their names are Fear and Unbelief.
When these are caught and turned aside, the will of man will know no bounds;
then man has but to speak and it isdone.

13) And then the guestsreturned and sat about the board. A little child camein
and stood by Jesus side.

14) Shelaid her hand on Jesus arm and said,

Please, Magter Jesus, hear! my father isa drunken man; my mother toilsfrom
morn till night and when she brings her wages home my father snatchesthem
away and squanders every cent for drink, and mother and uslittleonesare
hungry all the night.

15) Please, Master Jesus, come with me and touch my father'sheart. Heis so
good and kind when heisjust himsdf; | know it isthe wine that makes another
man of him.

16) And Jesus went out with the child; hefound the wretched home; he spokein
kindnessto the mother and the little ones, and then upon a bed of straw he
found the drunken man.

17) Hetook him by the hand and raised him up and said,

My brother, man, made in theimage of our Father-God, will you arise and come
with me?

18) Your neighborsarein soredistress, they have lost all they had in thisfierce
fire, and men must build their homes again and you and | must lead the way.

19) And then the man arose; the two went arm in arm to view the wrecks.

20) They heard the mothersand the children crying in the streets; they saw their
wr etchedness.

21) And Jesus said,

My friend, hereiswork for you to do. Just lead the way in helpfulness; I'm sure
the men of Bethany will furnish you the means and help.

22) The spark of hope that so long had been smoldering in the man was fanned
into a flame. He threw hisragged coat aside; he was himself again.

23) And then he called for help; not for himsdf, but for the homeless ones; and
everybody helped. Theruined homes wer e built again.

24) And then he saw hisown poor den; his heart was stirred into its depths.

25) The pride of manhood filled his soul; he said,

Thiswretched den shall bea home.

He worked as he had never wrought before, and everybody helped.
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26) And in alittle while the den became a home indeed; the flowers of love
bloomed everywhere.

27) Themother and the little ones werefilled with joy; the father never drank
again.

28) A man was saved, and no one ever said a word about neglect or
drunkenness, nor urged him to reform.

CHAPTER 93

The Christines go through a field of ripe wheat, and the disciples eat of the wheat
Jesus exoneratesthem. The Christinesreturn to Capernaum. Jesus heals
awithered hand on the Sabbath, and defends his deed.

ANOTHER Sabbath day had come and Jesus and the twelve walked through a
field of ripened wheat.

2) And they were hungry and they took the heads of wheat and in their hands
threshed out the grain and ate.

3) Among the men who followed them wer e Pharisees of strictest sect, and when
they saw the twelve thresh out the wheat and eat, they said to Jesus,

4) Sir, why do the twelve do that which is not lawful on the Sabbath day?

5) And Jesus said,

Haveyou not heard what David did when he and those who followed him had
need of food?

6) How he went to the house of God and from the tablein the Holy Place took of
the presence bread and ate, and gave to those who followed him?

7) |1 tel you, men, the needs of man are higher than thelaw of rites,

8) And in our sacred booksweread how priests profane the Sabbath day in
many wayswhilethey are serving in the Holy Place, and still are free from guilt.
9) The Sabbath day was made for man; man was not madeto fit the Sabbath
day.

10) Theman isson of God and under the eternal law of right, which isthe
highest law, he may annul the statute laws.

11) Thelaw of sacrificeisbut the law of man, and in our law weread that God
desresmercy first; and mercy stands above all statute laws.

12) The son of man isLord of every law. Did not a prophet sum the duties of the
man when in the book hewrote: In mercy follow justice and walk humbly with
your God?

13) Then Jesus and the twelvereturned to Galilee, and on the day before the
Sabbath day they reached the home of Jesusin Capernaum.

14) And on the Sabbath day they went up to the synagogue. The multitudes were
there and Jesustaught.

15) Among the wor shipper swas one, a man who had a withered hand. The
scribes and Pharisees observed that Jesus saw the man, and then they said,

16) What will he do? Will he attempt to heal upon the Sabbath day?
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17) And Jesus knew their thoughts and he called to the man who had the
withered hand and said,

Arise, stand forth beforethese men.

18) And Jesus said,

You scribes and Pharisees, speak out and answer me: Isit acrimeto savealife
upon the Sabbath day?

19) If you had sheep and one of them fdl in a pit upon the Sabbath day would
you do wrong to takeit out?

20) Or would it please your God to let it suffer in the mire until another day?
21) But hisaccusers held their peace.

22) And then he said to them,

Are sheep of greater valuethan a man?

23) Thelaw of God iswritten on therock of Right; and Justice wrote the law,
and Mercy wasthe pen.

24) And then he said,

Man, raise your hand and stretch it forth.

Heraised hishand; it wasrestored.

25) The Pharisees wer e filled with rage. They called in secret council the
Herodians, and they began to plot and plan how they might bring about his
death.

26) They were afraid to publicly accuse, because the multitudes stood forth in his
defense.

27) And Jesus and the twelve went down and walked beside the sea, and many
people followed them.

CHAPTER 94

The Sermon on the Mount. Jesusrevealsto the twelve the secret of prayer .
The model prayer.
The law of forgiveness. The holy fast. The evil of deceit. Almsgiving.

NEXT morning erethe sun had risen Jesus and the twelve went to a mountain
near the sea to pray; and Jesus taught the twelve disciples how to pray. He said,
2) Prayer isthe degp communion of the soul with God;

3) So when you pray do not deceive your selves as do the hypocriteswho loveto
stand upon the streets and in the synagogues and pour out many wor dsto please
the ears of men.

4) And they adorn themselves with pious airsthat they may have the praise of
men. They seek the praise of men and their reward issure.

5) But when you pray, go to the closet of your soul; closeall thedoors, and in the
holy silence, pray.

6) You need not speak a multitude of words, nor yet repeat the words again and
then again, as heathen do. Just say,

7) Our Father-God who art in heaven; holy isthy name. Thy kingdom
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come; thy will be done on earth asit isdonein heaven.

8) Give usthis day our needed bread;

9) Help usforget the debts that other people owe to us, that all our
debts may be discharged.

10) And shield us from the tempter's snares that are too great for usto
bear;

11) And when they come, give us the strength to overcome.

12) If you would be discharged from all the debts you owe to God and man, the
debtsyou haveincurred by wilfully transgressing law,

13) You must pass by the debts of every man; for asyou deal with other men
your God will deal with you.

14) And when you fast you may not advertise the deed.

15) When fast the hypocritesthey paint their faces, look demure, assume a pious
pose, that they may seem to men to fast.

16) A fast isdeed of soul, and like a prayer, it isa function of the silence of the
soul.

17) God never passes by unnoticed any prayer, or fast. He walks within the
silence, and his benedictionsrest on every effort of the soul.

18) Deception is hypocrisy, and you shall not assume to be what you are not.

19) You may not clothe yourselvesin special garb to advertise your piety, nor yet
assume the tone of voice that men conceive to be a holy voice.

20) And when you giveto aid the needy ones, blow not atrumpet in the street,
nor synagogueto advertise your gift.

21) Hewho does almsfor praise of men has hisreward from men; but God

regar deth not.

22) In giving alms do not let theright hand know the secret of the left.

CHAPTER 95

The Sermon on the Mount, continued. Jesus pronounces the eight beatitudes and
the eight woes.
Speaks words of encouragement. Emphasizes the exalted character of the apostolic
work.

AND Jesus and the twelve went to the mountain top, and Jesus said,

2) Twelve pillars of the church, apostles of the Christ; light-bearers of the sun of
lifeand ministers of God to men:

3) In just alittlewhile you must go forth alone, and preach the gospe of the
king, first to the Jews and then to all theworld.

4) And you shall go, not with a scour ge of cordsto drive; you cannot drive men
totheking;

5) But you shall goin love and helpfulness and lead the way to right and light.

6) Go forth and say, The kingdom isat hand.
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7) Worthy arethe strong in spirit; theirsthe kingdom is.

8) Worthy arethe meek; they shall possessthe land.

9) Worthy they who hunger and thirst for right; they shall be satisfied.

10) Worthy are the merciful; and mercy shall be shown to them.

11) Worthy they who gain the mastery of self; they have the key of power.

12) Worthy arethe purein heart; and they shall seethe king.

13) Worthy they who are maligned and wronged because they do theright; their
per secutor sthey shall bless.

14) Worthy isthetrustful child of faith; he shall st in the throne of power.

15) Be not discouraged when the world shall persecute and call you crust; but
rather be exceeding glad.

16) The prophets and the seers, and all the good of earth, have been maligned.
17) 1f you areworthy of the crown of life you will be dandered, vilified and crust
on earth.

18) Rgoice when evil men shall drive you from their ways and cause your name
to be a hissand by-word in the street.

19) | say, rgoice; but deal in mercy with the doers of the wrong; they are but
children at their play; they know not what they do.

20) Regjoice not over fallen foes. Asyou help men risefrom the depth of sin, so
God will help you on to greater heights.

21) Woeto therich isgold and lands, they have temptations multiform.

22) Woe unto men who walk at will in pleasur€'s paths; their waysare full of
snares and danger ous pits.

23) Woeto the proud; they stand upon a precipice; destruction waitsfor them.
24) Woeto the man of greed; for what he hasisnot hisown; and lo, another
comes; hiswealth is gone.

25) Woeto the hypocrite; hisform isfair tolook upon; hisheart isfilled with
car casses and dead men's bones.

26) Woeto the cruel and relentless man; heishimsalf the victim of his deeds.
27) The evil hewould do to other men rebounds; the scourger isthe scour ged.
28) Woeto thelibertine who preys upon the virtues of the weak. The hour comes
when he will be the weak, the victim of a libertine of greater power .

29) Woe unto you when all theworld shall speak in praise of you. Theworld
speaksnot in praise of men who live within the Holy Breath; It speaksin praise
of prophets false, and of illusions base.

30) You men who walk in Holy Breath are salt, the salt of earth; but if you lose
your virtueyou are salt in name alone, worth nothing mor e than dust.

31) And you arelight; arecalled to light theworld.

32) A city on a hill cannot be hid; itslights are seen afar; and whileyou stand
upon the hills of life men see your light and imitate your works and honor God.
33) Men do not light alamp and hideit in a cask; they put it on a stand that it
may light the house.

34) You arethelamps of God; must not stand in the shade of earth illusions, but
in the open, high upon the stand.

35) I am not cometo nullify the law, nor to destroy; but to fulfil.

36) The Law, the Prophets and the Psalms wer e written in the wisdom of the
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Holy breath and cannot fail.

37) The heavens and earth that arewill change and pass away; the word of God
issure; it cannot pass until it shall accomplish that where-unto it hath been sent.
38) Whoever disregardsthelaw of God and teaches men to do the same,
becomes a debtor unto God and cannot see hisface until he hasreturned and
paid his debt by sacrifice of life.

39) But he who hearkens unto God and keeps hislaw and does hiswill on earth,
shall rulewith Chrigt.

40) The scribesand Phariseesregard theletter of thelaw; they cannot
comprehend the spirit of the law;

41) And if your righteousness does not exceed the righteousness of scribe and
Pharisee you cannot comeinto the kingdom of the soul.

42) 1t isnot what man doesthat gives him right to enter through the gates; his
password ishis character and hisdesireishis character.

43) Theletter of the law dealswith the acts of man; the spirit of the law takes
note of hisdesires.

CHAPTER 96

The Sermon on the Mount, continued. Jesus considers the Ten Commandments.
The philosophy of Christ. The spirit of the Commandments. Jesus unfolds
the spiritual aspects of the first four Commandments.

GOD gavethe Ten Commandments unto men; upon the mountain M oses saw
the words of God; he wrotethem down on solid rock; they cannot be destroyed.
2) These Ten Commandments show the justice side of God; but now the love of
God made manifest brings mercy on the wings of Holy Breath.

3) Upon the unity of God the law was built. In all theworld thereisoneforce;
Jehovah is Almighty God.

4) Jehovah wrote upon the heavens and M oses read,

5) | am Almighty God and you shall have no God but me.

6) Thereisoneforce, but many phases of that force; these phases men call
powers.

7) All powersare of God; and they are manifests of God; they are Spiritsof the
God.

8) If men could seem to find another force and wor ship at its shrine, they would
but court illusion, vain,

9) A shadow of the One, Jehovah, God, and they who wor ship shadows ar e but
shadows on the wall; for men are what they court.

10) And God would have all men to be the substance, and in mercy he
commanded, Y ou shall seek no God but me,

11) And finite men can never compr ehend infinite things. Man cannot make an
Image of the Infinitein force.

12) And when men make a God of stone or wood or clay they make an image of
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a shade; and they who wor ship at the shrine of shades are shades.

13) So God in mercy said, You shall not carve out images of wood, or clay, or
stone.

14) Such idols areideals, abased ideals, and men can gain no higher plane than
their ideals.

15) The God is Spirit, and in spirit men must wor ship if they would attain a
consciousness of God.

16) But man can never make a picture or an image of the Holy Breath.

17) The name of God man may not speak with carnal lips, with Holy Breath
alone can man pronounce the name.

18) In vanity men think they know the name of God; they speak it lightly and
irreverently, and thusthey are accursed.

19) If men did know the sacred name and spokeit with unholy lips, they would
not live to speak it once again.

20) But God in mercy hasnot yet unveiled his name to those who cannot speak
with Holy Breath.

21) But they who speak the substitutein idle way are guilty in the sight of God,
who said,

22) You shall not take the name of God in vain.

23) The number of the Holy Breath is seven, and God holdsin his handsthe
sevens of time.

24) In forming worlds herested on the seventh day, and every seventh day is set
apart as Sabbath day for men. God said,

25) The seventh isthe Sabbath of the Lord thy God; remember it and keep it
wholly set apart for works of holiness; that is, for worksnot for the selfish sdif,
but for the universal saif.

26) Men may do work for self upon the six days of the week; but on the Sabbath
of the Lord they must do naught for sdlf.

27) Thisday is consecrated unto God; but man serves God by serving man.

CHAPTER 97

The Sermon on the Mount, continued. Jesus unfolds to the twelve
the spiritual aspects of the fifth and sixth Commandments.

GOD isnot force alone; for wisdom is his counter part.

2) When cherubim instructed man in wisdom's waysthey said that wisdom isthe
Mother of therace, asforceisFather of therace.

3) The man who honor sthe aimighty and omniscient God is blessed, and in the
tables of the law we read,

4) Pay homageto your Father and Mother of the race, that your days may be
prolonged upon the land that they have given you.

5) Theletter of the law commands; you shall not kill; and he who kills must
stand beforethe judgement seat.
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6) A person may desiretoKill, yet if he doesnot kill heisnot judged by law.

7) The spirit of the law aversthat hewho shall desireto kill, or seeksrevenge, is
angry with a man without sufficient cause, must answer to the judge;

8) And hewho calls his brother soulless vagabond shall answer to the council of
thejugt;

9) And hewho calls his brother a degenerate, a dog, fansinto life the burning
fires of hell within himsdf.

10) Now, in the higher law weread that if your brother isaggrieved by
something you have done, before you offer unto God your gifts, go forth and find
your brother and be reconciled to him.

11) It isnot well to let the sun go down upon your wrath.

12) If hewill not be reconciled when you have laid aside all selfish pleas, have
waived all selfish rights, you will be guiltlessin the sight of God; then go and
offer unto God your gifts.

13) If you owe aught to any man and cannot pay; or if a man shall claim a
greater sum than ishisdue, it isnot well that you dispute hisclaims.

14) Resistanceisthe sire of anger; thereisno mercy and no reason in a wrathful
man.

15) | tell you it isbetter far to suffer lossthan go to law, or call upon the courts
of men to judge of right and wrong.

16) Thelaw of carnal man would say, Eye for eye and tooth for tooth; resist
encroachment on your rights.

17) But thisisnot thelaw of God. The Holy Breath would say, Resist not him
who would deprive you of your goods.

18) He who would take your coat by forceis ill a brother man and you should
gain hisheart, which by resistance cannot be done;

19) Give him your coat and offer him gill more and more; in time the man will
rise above the brute; you will have saved him from himsdlf.

20) Refuse not him who callsfor help and give to him who asksto borrow aught.
21) And if aman shall grikeyou in afitful, or an angry way, it isnot well to
smitehim in return.

22) Men call him coward who will not fight and thus defend hisrights; but heis
much the greater man who isassailed, is smitten and does not smite;

23) Who ismaligned and answer s not, than he who smitesthe smiter and reviles
the one who danders him.

24) It has been said in olden timesthat man shall love hisfriend and hate hisfoe;
but, lo, | say,

25) Be merciful unto your foes; blessthose who dander you; do good to those
who do you harm and pray for those who trample on your rights.

26) Remember, you are children of the God who makes hissun torise alike upon
the evil and the good, who sends hisrain upon the unjust and the just.

27) 1f you do unto other men asthey do unto you, you are but daves, but
followersin the way to death.

28) But you, as children of thelight, must lead the way.

29) Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.

30) When you do good to those who have done good to you, you do no mor e than
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other men; the publicansdo that.

31) If you salute your friendsand not your foes, you are like other men; the
publicans have set the pace.

32) Be perfect asyour Father-God in heaven is.

CHAPTER 98

The Sermon on the Mount, continued. Jesusrevealsto the twelve the
spiritual aspects of the seventh, eight and tenth Commandments.

THE law forbids adultery; but in the eyes of law adultery isan overt act, the
satisfaction of the sensuous self outside the marriage bonds.

2) Now, marriagein the sight of law isbut a promise made by man and woman,
by the sanction of a priest, to livefor aye in harmony and love.

3) No priest nor officer has power from God to bind two soulsin wedded love.

4) What isthemarriagetie? Isit comprised in what a priest or officer may say?
5) Isit the scroll on which the officer or priest haswritten the permission for the
two to livein marriage bonds?

6) Isit the promise of thetwo that they will love each other until death?

7) Islove a passion that is subject to the will of man?

8) Can man pick up hislove, ashewould pick up precious gems, and lay it down,
or giveit out to any one?

9) Can love be bought and sold like sheep?

10) Loveisthe power of God that binds two souls and makesthem one; thereis
no power on earth that can dissolve the bond.

11) The bodiesmay be forced apart by man or death for just alittletime; but
they will meet again.

12) Now, in thisbond of God we find the marriagetie; all other unions are but
bonds of straw, and they who live in them commit adultery.

13) The same asthey who satisfy their lust without the sanction of an officer or
priest.

14) But morethan this, the man or woman who indulges lustful thoughts
commitsadultery.

15) Whom God hasjoined together man cannot part; whom man hasjoined
together livein sin.

16) Upon atable of the law, the great lawgiver wrote, Thou shalt not steal.

17) Beforethe eyes of law a man to steal must take a thing that can be seen with
eyes of flesh, without the knowledge or consent of him to whom the thing
belongs.

18) But, lo, | say that hewho in hisheart desiresto possess that which isnot his
own, and would deprive the owner of the thing without his knowledge or

consent, isin the sight of God, a thief.

19) Thethingsthat men see not with eyes of flesh are of moreworth than arethe
things that man can see.
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20) A man's good name isworth a thousand mines of gold, and hewho saysa
word or does a deed that injuresor defamesthat name hastaken what isnot his
own, and isathief.

21) Upon a table of the law we also read: Thou shalt not covet anything.

22) To covet isan all-consuming wish to have what is not right for oneto have.
23) And such a wish, within the spirit of the law, istheft.

CHAPTER 99

The Sermon on the Mount, continued. Jesus unfolds to the twelve
the spiritual aspects of the ninth Commandment.

THE law has said: Thou shalt not lie; but in the eyes of law a man to lie must tell
in wordswhat isnot true.

2) Now, in thelight of spirit law, deceit in any form isnothing but a lie.

3) A man may lie by look or act; yea, even by his silence may deceive, and thus
be guilty in the eyes of Holy Breath.

4) It has been said in olden times: Thou shalt not swear by thine own life.

5) But, lo, | say, Swear not at all; not by the head, the heart, the eye, nor hand;
not by the sun, the moon, nor stars,

6) Not by the name of God, nor by the name of any spirit, good or bad.

7) You shall not swear by anything; for in an oath thereisno gain.

8) A man whose word must be propped up by oath of any kind isnot
trustworthy in the sght of God or man.

9) By oath you cannot make a leaf to fall, nor turn the color of a hair.

10) The man of worth just speaks and men know that he speaksthe truth.

11) The man who pour s out many wor ds to make men think he speaksthetruth,
issmply making smoketo hidealie.

12) And there are many men with seeming double hearts, men who would serve
two masters at a time- two master s quite adver se.

13) Men feign to wor ship God upon the Sabbath day and then pay court to
Beelzebub on every other day.

14) No man can servetwo masters at a time no more than he can ride two asses
at atimethat goin different ways.

15) The man who feigns to wor ship God and Beelzebub isfoe of God, a pious
devil and a cur se of men.

16) And men cannot lay treasuresup in heaven and earth at once.

17) Then, lo, | say, Lift up your eyes and see the safety vaults of heaven, and
there deposit every gem.

18) Where moth and rust cannot corrupt; wher e thieves cannot break in and
steal.

19) There are no safety vaultson earth; no place secure from moth, and rust and
thieves.

20) Thetreasuresof the earth are but illusive thingsthat pass away.
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21) Be not deceived; your treasures arethe anchor of the soul, and where your
treasuresareyour heart will be.

22) Fix not your heart upon the things of earth; be anxious not about the things
to eat, or drink or wear.

23) God caresfor thosewho trust in him and servetherace.

24) Behold the birds! They praise God in their songs; the earth ismade more
glorious by their ministry of joy; God keepsthem in the hollow of his hand,

25) And not a sparrow fallsto earth without hiscare; and every one that falls
shall rise again.

26) Behold theflowersof earth! they trust in God and grow; they makethe earth
resplendent with their beauty and perfume.

27) Look at theliliesof thefield, the messengers of holy love. No son of man, not
even Solomon in all hisexcellence, was ever clothed like one of these.

28) And yet they smply trust in God; they feed from out his hand; they lay their
headsto rest upon hisbreast.

29) If God so clothes and feeds the flower s and birdsthat do hiswill, will he not
feed and clothe his children when they trust in him?

30) Seek first the kingdom of the soul, the righteousness of God, the good of men,
and murmer not; God will protect, and feed, and clothe.
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CHAPTER 100

The Sermon on the Mount, continued. Jesus formulates and presents
to the twelve a practical code of spiritual ethics.

THERE isarulethat carnal man has made, and which herigidly observes:.

2) Do unto other men asthey do unto you. Asothersjudge, they judge; asothers
give, they give.

3) Now, while you walk with men as men, judge not, and you shall not be judged.
4) For asyou judge you shall bejudged, and asyou giveit shall be given to you.
If you condemn, you are condemned.

5) When you show mercy, men are merciful to you, and if you lovein such away
that carnal man can comprehend your love, you will be well beloved.

6) And so the wise man of thisworld does unto other men as he would have them
doto him.

7) The carnal man does good to other men for selfish gain, for he expectsto have
his blessings multiplied and then returned; he does not stop to note the end.

8) Man is himself the field; his deeds ar e seeds, and what he does to others grows
apace; the harvest timeissure.

9) Behold theyield! If he has sown the wind, hereapsthewind; if he has sown
the noxious seeds of scandal, theft and hate; of sensuality and crime,

10) The harvest isassured and he must reap what he has sown; yea, more; the
seeds produce an hundred fold.

11) Thefruit of righteousness and peace and loveand joy can never spring from
noxious seeds; the fruit islike the seed.

12) And when you sow, sow seeds of right, because it istheright, and not in the
way of trade, expecting rich rewards.

13) The carnal man abhorsthe spirit law, becauseit takes away hisliberty to live
in sin; beneath itslight he cannot satisfy hispassions and desires.

14) Heis at enmity with him who walksin Holy Breath. The carnal man has
Killed the holy men of old, the prophets and the seers.

15) And he will buffet you; will charge you falsely, scourge you and imprison

you, and think he doesthe will of God to slay you in the streets.

16) But you may not preudge nor censure him who does you wrong.

17) Each one has problemsto be solved, and he must solve them for himsalf.

18) The man who scour ges you may have aload of sin to bear; but how about
your own?

19) A littlesin in onewho walksin Holy Breath isgreater in the sight of God
than monster sinsin him who never knew the way.

20) How can you seethe splinter in your brother's eye while you have chunks
within your own?

21) Fir< take the chunksfrom out your eye and then you may behold the
splinter in your brother'seye and help him takeit out,

22) And while your eyesarefull of foreign thingsyou cannot see the way, for you
areblind,

23) And when the blind lead forth the blind, both lose the way and fall into the
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dough.
24) If you would lead the way to God you must be clear in sight, aswell aspure
in heart.

CHAPTER 101

The Sermon on the Mount, concluded. The concluding part of the code of ethics.
The Christines return to Capernaum.

THE fruitage of thetree of lifeisall too fine to feed the carnal mind.

2) If you would throw a diamond to a hungry dog, lo, hewould turn away, or
elseattack you in arage.

3) Theincensethat issweet to God is quite offensive unto Beelzebub; the bread
of heaven isbut chaff to men who cannot comprehend the spirit life.

4) The master must be wise and feed the soul with what it can digest.

5) If you have not thefood for every man, just ask and you shall have; seek
earnestly and you shall find.

6) Just speak the Word and knock; the door will fly ajar.

7) No one has ever asked in faith and did not have; none ever sought in vain; no
onewho ever knocked aright hasfailed to find an open door.

8) When men shall ask you for the bread of heaven, turn not away, nor giveto
them the fruit of carnal trees.

9) If one, a son, would ask you for aloaf, would you give him a stone? If he
would ask you for afish, would you give him a ser pent of the dust?

10) What you would have your God give unto you, give unto men. The Measure
of your worth liesin your service unto men.

11) Thereisaway that leads unto the perfect life; few find it at atime.

12) It isa narrow way; it liesamong the rocks and pitfalls of the carnal life; but
in the way there are no pitfallsand no rocks.

13) Thereisa way that leadsto wretchedness and want. It isa spacious way and
many walk therein. It liesamong the pleasure groves of carnal life.

14) Beware, for many claim to walk the way of life who walk the way of death.
15) But they arefalsein word and deed; false prophetsthey. They clothe
themselvesin skins of sheep, while they are vicious wolves.

16) They cannot long conceal themselves, men know them by their fruits;

17) You cannot gather grapesfrom thorns, nor from thethistles, figs.

18) Thefruit isdaughter of thetree and, like the parent, so the child; and every
treethat bearsnot wholesomefruit isplucked up by the roots and cast away,
19) Because a man prayslong and loud isnot a sign that heissaint. The praying
men arenot all in the kingdom of the soul.

20) The man who livesthe haly life, who does the will of God, abides within the
kingdom of the soul.

21) The good man from the treasures of his heart sends blessedness and peaceto
al theworld.
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22) The evil man sendsthoughtsthat blight and wither hope and joy and fill the
wor [d with wr etchedness and woe.

23) Men think and act and speak out of the abundance of the heart.

24) And when the judgement hour shall come a host of men will enter pleadings
for themselves and think to buy the favor of the judge with words.

25) And they will say, L o, we have wrought a multitude of worksin the Omnific
name,

26) Have we not prophesied? Have we not cured all manner of disease? Have we
not cast the evil spiritsout of those obsessed?

27) And then the judge will say, | know you not. You rendered service unto God
in wordswhen in your heart you wor shipped Beelzebub.

28) The evil one may usethe powersof life, and do a multitude of mighty works.
Depart from me, you workers of iniquity.

29) The man who hearsthe words of life and doesthem not islike the man who
builds his house upon the sand, which when the floods come on, iswashed away
and all islost.

30) But hewho hearsthe words of lifeand in an honest, sincere heart receives
and treasuresthem and livesthe holy life,

31) Islike the man who builds the house upon therock; the floods may come, the
winds may blow, the ssormsmay beat upon his houseg; it isnot moved.

32) Go forth and build your life upon the solid rock of truth, and all the powers
of the evil onewill shakeit not.

33) And Jesusfinished all his sayings on the mount and then he, with the twelve,
returned unto Capernaum.

CHAPTER 102

The Christines at the home of Jesus. Jesus unfolds to them the secret doctrine.
They go through all Galilee and teach and heal.
Jesus bringsto life the son of a widow at Nain.
They return to Capernaum.

THE twelve apostles went with Jesusto hishome, and there abode for certain
days.

2) And Jesustold them many things about the inner life that may not now be
written in a book.

3) Now, in Capernaum, there lived a man of wealth, a Roman captain of a
hundred men, who loved the Jews and who had built for them a synagogue.

4) A servant of this man was paralysed, and he was sick nigh unto death.

5) The captain knew of Jesus and had heard that by the Sacred Word he healed
thesick, and he had faith in him.

6) He sent a message by the elders of the Jewsto Jesus, and he pled for help.
7) And Jesusrecognized the captain’sfaith and went at once to heal the sick; the
captain met him on the way and said to him,

155
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8) Lo, Lord, it isnot well that you should come unto my house; | am not worthy
of the presence of a man of God.

9) | am a man of war, my lifeis spent with those who ofttimes take the lives of
fellow men.

10) And surely he who comes to save would be dishonored if he came beneath
my roof.

11) If you will speak the Word | know my servant will be well.

12) And Jesus turned and said to those who followed him,

13) Behold the captain'sfaith; | have not seen such faith, no, not in Israel.

14) Behold, the feast is spread for you; but while you doubt and wait, the alien
comesin faith and takesthe bread of life.

15) Then turning to the man he said,

Go on your way; according to your faith so shall it be; your servant lives.

16) It cameto passthat at thetimethat Jesus spoke the Word the palsied man
arose, and hewas well.

17) And then the Christines went abroad to teach. And asthey cameto Nain, a
city on the Hermon way, they saw a multitude about the gates.

18) It wasa funeral train; a widow's son was dead, and friends wer e bearing out
the body to the tomb.

19) It wasthe widow's only son, and shewaswild with grief. And Jesus said to
her,

Weep not, | am thelife; your son shall live.

20) And Jesusraised his hand; the bearers of the dead stood till.

21) And Jesustouched the bier and said,

Y oung man, return.

22) The soul returned; the body of the dead wasfilled with life; the man sat up
and spoke.

23) The people wer e astonished at the scene, and every one exclaimed,

Praise God.

24) A Jewish priest stood forth and said,

Behold a mighty prophet has appear ed;

and all the people said,

Amen.

25) The Christinesjourneyed on; they taught, and healed the sick in many towns
of Galilee, and then they came again unto Caper naum.

CHAPTER 103

The Christinesin Jesus home. Jesusteachesthe twelve
and the foreign masters every morning.
Jesus receives messengers from John, the harbinger, and sends him
words of encouragement. He eulogizes the character of John.
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THE home of Jesus was a school wherein the early morning hour s the twelve
apostles and the foreign priests wer e taught the secret things of God.

2) And there were present priestsfrom China, India, and from Babylon; from
Persia, Egypt and from Greece,

3) Who cameto sit at Jesus feet to learn the wisdom that he brought to men,
that they might teach their people how to livethe holy life.

4) And Jesustaught them how to teach; hetold them of thetrials of the way, and
how to makethesetrials servetherace.

5) Hetaught them how to live the holy life that they might conquer desath;

6) He taught them what the end of mortal life will be, when man hasreached the
consciousness that he and God are one.

7) The after midday hourswer e given to the multitudes who cameto learn the
way of life and to be healed; and many did believe and wer e baptized.

8) Now, in his prison by the Bitter Sea the harbinger had heard of all the mighty
worksthat Jesus did.

9) Hisprison lifewas hard, and he was sor e distressed, and he began to doubt.
10) And to himsdlf he said,

| wonder if thisJesusisthe Christ of whom the prophetswrote!

11) Was| mistaken in my work? Was |, indeed, one sent from God to pavethe
way for him who shall redeem our people, |srad?

12) And then he sent some of hisfriends, who cameto see him in hisprison cdl,
up to Capernaum that they might learn about this man, and bring him word.

13) The men found Jesusin hishome, and said,

Behold the harbinger sent usto ask, Areyou the Christ? or ishe yet to come?
14) But Jesus answer ed not; he smply bade the men to tarry certain daysthat
they might seeand hear.

15) They saw him heal the sick, and cause the lame to walk, the deaf to hear, the
blind to see;

16) They saw him cast the evil spiritsout of those obsessed; they saw him raise
the dead.

17) They heard him preach the gospel to the poor.

18) Then Jesus said to them,

Go on your way; return to John and tell him all that you have seen and heard;
then he will know.

They went their way.

19) The multitudes were there, and Jesus said to them,

Once you wer e crowding Jordan'sfords; you filled the wilder ness.

20) What did you go to see? Thetrees of Juda, and the flowersof Heth? Or did
you go to seea man in kingly garb? Or did you go to see a prophet and a seer?
21) | tell you, men, you know not whom you saw. A prophet? Yea, and more; a
messenger whom God had sent to pave the way for what you see and hear this
day.

22) Among the men of earth a greater man has never lived than John.

23) Behold | say, Thisman whom Herod bound in chainsand cast into a prison
cell isGod's Elijah come again to earth.

24) Elijah, who did not pass the gate of death, whose body of thisflesh was
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changed, and he awoke in Paradise.

25) When John came forth and preached the gospd of repentance for the
cleansing of the soul, the common folks believed and wer e baptized.

26) Thelawy er s and the Pharisees accepted not the teachings of thisman; were
not baptized.

27) Behold, neglected opportunities will never come again.

28) Behold, the people are unstable as the water s of the sea; they seek to be
excused from righteousness.

29) John came and ate no bread, and drank no wine. Helived the smplest life
apart from men, and people said, He is obsessed.

30) Another comeswho eats and drinksand livesin homeslike other men, and
people say, Heisaglutton, an inebriate, a friend of publicans and those who sin.
31) Woe unto you, you cities of the vale of Galilee, where all the mighty wor ks of
God aredone! Woeto Chorazan and Bethsaida!

32) If half the mighty worksthat have been donein you weredonein Tyreand
in Sidon they would have long ago repented of their sins, and sought the way of
right.

33) And when the judgement day shall come, lo, Tyreand Sidon will be called
mor e wor thy than will you.

34) Because they dighted not their gifts, while you have thrown away the pear|
of greatest price.

35) Woe unto you Capernaum! Behold, you are exalted now, but you shall be
abased;

36) For if the mighty worksthat have been donein you had but been done within
the cities of the plain - of Sodom and Zeboim - they would have heard and
turned to God; would not have been destroyed.

37) They perished in their ignorance; they had no light; but you have heard; you
have the evidence.

38) Thelight of life has shown above your hillsand all the shores of Galilee have
been ablaze with light;

39) Theglory of the Lord has shown in every street and synagogue and home;
but you have spurned thelight.

40) And, lo, | say, The judgment day will come and God will deal in greater
mer cy with the cities of the plainsthan he will deal with you.

CHAPTER 104

Jesus teaches the multitudes. Attendsafeast in Simon's house.
A wealthy courtesan anoints him with precious balm.
Simon rebukes him and he preaches a sermon on fal se respectability.

AND Jesuslooked upon the multitudeswho pressed about for selfish gain.
2) The men of learning and of wealth, of reputation and of power, werethere;
but they knew not the Chridt.
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3) Their eyeswere blinded by the tinseled glitter of their selfish selves; they
could not seetheking.

4) And though they walked within thelight, they groped about in dark - a
darknesslikethe night of death.

5) And Jesus cast his eyesto heaven and said,

6) | thank thee, Holy One of heaven and earth, that whilethelight is hidden
from thewise and great, it isrevealed to babes.

7) Then turning to the multitudes he said,

| cometo you not in the name of man, nor in a strength my own;

8) Thewisdom and thevirtuethat | bringto you are from above; they arethe
wisdom and the virtue of the God whom we adore.

9) Thewords| speak arenot my words; | giveto you what | receive.

10) Come unto me all you who labor and pull heavy loadsand | will giveyou aid.
11) Put on the yoke of Christ with me; it does not chafe; it isan easy yoke.

12) Together we will pull the load of life with ease; and so r g oice.

13) A Pharisee, whose name was Simon, made a feast, and Jesuswas the
honored guest.

14) And asthey sat about the board, a coutesan who had been cured of her
desireto sin by what she had received and seen in Jesus ministry, came
uninvited to the feast.

15) She brought an alabaster box of costly balm and asthe guestsreclined she
cameto Jesusin her joy, because she had been freed from sin.

16) Her tearsfell fast, shekissed hisfeet, and dried them with her hair, and she
anointed them with balm.

17) And Simon thought, he did not speak aloud,

Thisman isnot a prophet or hewould know the kind of woman that approaches
him, and would drive her away.

18) But Jesus knew histhoughts, and said to him,

My host, | have aword to say to you.

19) And Simon said,

Say on.

20) And Jesus said,

Sinisamonster of iniquity; it may be small; it may belarge; it may be
something left undone.

21) Behold, one person leads a life of sin and is at last redeemed; ancther, in a
careless mood, forgets to do the things he ought to do but hereformsand is
forgiven. Now, which of these has merited the higher praise?

22) And Smon said,

The onewho overcametheerrorsof alife.

23) And Jesus said,

You speak thetruth.

24) Behold thiswoman who has bathed my feet with tearsand dried them with
her hair and covered them with balm!

25) For years sheled alife of sin, but when she heard the words of life she sought
for giveness and she found.

26) But when | came into your house as guest you gave me not a bowl of water
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that I might wash my hands and feet, which every loyal Jew must do before he
feasts.

27) Now, tell me, Simon, which of these, thiswoman or your self, isworthy of
most praise?

28) But Simon answered not.

29) Then to thewoman Jesus said,

Your sinsareall forgiven; your faith has saved you; go in peace.

30) And then the guestswho sat around the board, began to say within
themselves,

What manner of a man isthiswho says, Thy sinsare all forgiven?

CHAPTER 105

Under the patronage of a number of wealthy women, the Christines make a grand
missionary tour. In histeaching, Jesuslauds sincerity and rebukes hypocrisy. He
speaks concerning the sin against the Holy Breath.

NOW, many women who possessed much wealth, and abode in other towns of
Galilee, implored that Jesus and the twelve, together with the mastersfrom the
foreign lands, would thither go and preach and heal.

2) Among these anxious ones were Mary M agdalene, who was obsessed by seven
homeless spirits of the air, which had been driven out by the Omnific Word
which Jesus spoke;

3) Susanna, who owned vast estates at Caesar ea-Philippi;

4) Johanna, wife of Chuza, one of Herod's court;

5) And Rachd from the coast of Tyre;

6) And othersfrom beyond the Jordan and the sea of Galilee.

7) And they provided ample means and three times seven men went forth.

8) They preached the gospd of the Christ and they baptized the multitudes who
made confession of their faith; they healed the sick and raised the dead.

9) And Jesus wrought and taught from early morn until the day had gone, and
then into the night, he did not stop to eat.

10) Hisfriends became alarmed lest he should fail from loss of strength, and they
laid hold of him and would, by force, have taken him away to a place of rest.

11) But herebuked them not; he said,

Have you not read that God will give hisangels char ge concer ning me?

12) That they would hold mefast and suffer not that | should come to want?

13) | tell you, men, whilel am giving out my strength unto these anxious, waiting
throngs| find mysdf at rest within the arms of God,

14) Whose blessed messenger s bring down to methe bread of life,

15) Thereisatidejust oncein human life.

16) These people now are willing to receive the truth; their opportunity isnow;
our opportunity isnow,

17) And if we do not teach them while we may, the tide will ebb;
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18) They may not care again to hear the truth; then tell me, Who will bear the
guilt?

19) And so hetaught and healed.

20) Among the multitudes were men of every shade of thought. They were
divided in their views concer ning everything that Jesus said.

21) Some saw in him a God, and would have wor shipped him; and otherssaw in
him a devil of the nether world and would have cast him in a pit.

22) And someweretrying hard to lead a doublelife; likelittle lions of the
ground that take upon themselves the color of the thing they rest upon.

23) These people without anchorage of any sort, arefriendsor foes as seemed to
serve them best.

24) And Jesus said,

No man can servetwo mastersat atime. No man can be afriend and foe at once.
25) All men arerising up, or snking down; are building up, or tearing down.

26) If you are gathering not the precious grain, then you arethrowing it away.
27) Heisa coward who would feign to be afriend, or foe, to please another man.
28) You men, do not deceive your selves in thought; your heartsare known;

29) Hypocrisy will blight a soul as surely asthe breath of Beelzebub. An honest
evil man is mor e esteemed by guardians of the soul than a dishonest pious man.
30) If you would curse the son of man, just curse him out aloud.

31) A curseispoison to theinner man, and if you hold and swallow down a curse
it never will digest; lo, it will poison every atom of your soul.

32) And if you sin againgt a son of man, you may be pardoned and your guilt be
cleansed by acts of kindness and of love;

33) But if you sin againgt the Holy Breath by disregarding her when she would
open up thedoorsof lifefor you;

34) By closing up the windows of the soul when shewould pour thelight of love
into your hearts, and cleanse them with thefires of God;

35) Your guilt shall not be blotted out in this, nor in the lifeto come.

36) An opportunity has gone to come no more, and you must wait until the ages
roll again.

37) Then will the Holy Breath again breathe on your fires of life, and fan them to
aliving flame.

38) Then shewill open up the doorsagain, and you may let her in to sup with

you for evermore, or you may dight her onceagain, and then again.

39) You men of Israel, your opportunity is now.

40) Your tree of lifeisan illusive tree; it has a generous crop of leaves; its boughs
hang low with fruit.

41) Behold, your words are leaves; your deedsthefruit.

42) Behold, for men have plucked the apples of your tree of life, and found them
full of bitterness, and worms have eaten to the core.

43) Behold that fig tree by the way so full of leaves and worthless fr uit!

44) Then Jesus spoke aword that nature spiritsknow, and lo, thefig tree stood a
mass of withered leaves.

45) And then he spoke again,

Behold, for God will speak the Word, and you will stand awithered figtreein
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the setting sun.

46) You men of Galilee, send forth and call the pruner in beforeit istoo late, and
let him prune away your worthless branchesand illusive leaves, and let the
sunshinein.

47) Thesun islife, and it can change your worthlessnessto worth.

48) Your treeof lifeisgood; but you have nurtured it so long with dews of sdf,
and migts of carnal thingsthat you have shut the sunshine out.

49) | tel you, men, that you must give account to God for every idleword you
speak and every evil deed you do.

CHAPTER 106

The Christinesarein Magdala. Jesus heals a man who was blind, dumb and
obsessed. Heteachesthe people. While he speaks, his mother, brothers and
Miriam cometo him. Heteaches a lesson on family relationships.
Heintroduces Miriam to the people and she sings her songs of victory.

MAGDALA isbesidethe sea, and here the teacher s taught.

2) A man obsessed, and who was blind and dumb, was brought, and Jesus spoke
the Word, and lo, the evil spirits went away; the man spoke out, hiseyeswere
opened and he saw.

3) Thiswasthe greatest work that men had seen the master do, and they wereall
amazed.

4) The Pharisees werethere, and they werefull of jealousrage (yes, full of
jealousrage); they sought a cause wher eby they might condemn.

5) They said,

Yes, it istruethat Jesus does a multitude of mighty works; but men should know
that heisleagued with Beglzebub.

6) Heisa sorcerer, a black magician of the Smon Cerustype; he works as
Jannes and as Jambresdid in Moses day.

7) For Satan, prince of evil spirits, is his stay by night and day and in the name
of Satan he casts the demons out, and in his name he healsthe sick and raisesup
the dead.

8) But Jesus knew their thoughts; he said to them,

You men are magters, and you know the law; whatever isarrayed against itself
mugt fall; a house divided cannot stand,

9) A kingdom warring with itsdlf is brought to naught.

10) If Satan caststhe devil out, how can his kingdom stand?

11) If I, by Beelzebub, cast devils out, by whom do you cast devils out?

12) But if I, in the holy name of God, cast devils out, and make thelame to walk,
the deaf to hear, the blind to see, the dumb to speak, hasnot God's kingdom
cometo you?

13) The Pharisees were dumb; they answered not.

14) As Jesus spoke a messenger approached and said to him,
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Your mother and your brotherswish to speak with you.

15) And Jesus said,

Who is my mother ? and my brothers, who arethey?

16) And then he spoke a word aside unto the foreign masters and the twelve; he
said,

17) Behold, men recognize their mothers, fathers, sisters, brothersherein flesh;
but when the vell isrent and men walk in therealms of soul,

18) Thetender lines of love that bind the groups of fleshly kin in families will
fade away.

19) Not that the love for anyone will be the less, but men will seein all the
motherhood, the fatherhood, the sisterhood, the brotherhood of man.

20) Thefamily groups of earth will all belost in univer sal love and fellowship
divine.

21) Then to the multitudes he said,

Whoever livesthelife and doesthe will of God is child of God and ismy mother,
father, sister, friend.

22) And then he went aside to speak to mother and hisother kindred in the flesh.
23) But he saw mor e than these. The maiden who once thrilled hisvery soul with
love; alove beyond the love of any fleshly kin;

24) Who was the sorest tempter in the temple Heliopolis beside the Nile, who
sung for him the sacred songs, wasthere.

25) The recognition was of kindred souls, and Jesus said,

26) Behold, for God has brought to usa power men cannot comprehend, a
power of purity and love;

27) To make morelight the burdens of the hour, to be a balm for wounded souls;
28) To win the multitude to better ways by sacred song and holy life.

29) Behold, for Miriam who stood beside the sea and sung the song of victory
when M oses led the way, will sing again.

30) And all the choirs of heaven will join and sing the glad refrain:

31) Peace, peace on earth; good will to men!

32) And Miriam stood befor e the waiting throngs and sung again the songs of
victory, and all the people said, Amen.

CHAPTER 107

A Pharisee demands of Jesus signs of his messiahship. Jesusrebukes him,
because he does not recognize the signs that are being continually given.
Jesus exhorts the people to receive the light that they may become the light.

A PHARISEE dated with himsdlf stood forth among the multitudes and said to
Jesus,

2) Sir, we would have you demonstrate. If you aretruly Christ who wasto come,
then you can surely do what black magicians cannot do.

3) Lo, they can talk, and hold the multitudes with wor ds of power; and they can
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heal the sick and drive the demons out of those obsessed;

4) They can control the storms; and fire and earth and air will hear and answer
when they speak.

5) Now, if you will ascend and from that tower fly acrossthe sea, we will believe
that you are sent from God.

6) And Jesus said,

No black magician ever lived a holy life; you have a demonstration of the Chrigt-
life every day.

7) But lo, you evil and adulter ous scribes and Pharisees, you cannot see a spirit
sign, because your spirit eyes are full of carnal self.

8) You seek asign to please your curiosity. You walk the very lowest planes of
carnal lifeand cry, Phenomena! show usa sign and then we will believe.

9) | wasnot sent to earth to buy up faith as men buy fish and fruit and rubbish
in the streets.

10) Men seem to think it quite a favor done to me when they confesstheir faith
in meand in the holy Chrigt.

11) What doesit matter unto me as man if you believe or disbelieve?

12) Faith is not something you can buy with coin; it isnot something you can sdll
for gold.

13) Once Mart, a beggar, followed me and cried, Give me a silver piece; then |
will believein you.

14) And you arelike thisbeggar man; you offer to exchange your faith for signs.
15) But | will giveto all theworld one sign assurety that the Christ abideswith
me.

16) You all haveread the parable of Jonah and the fish, wherein it isrecorded
that the prophet spent three days and nights within the ssomach of the mighty
fish, and then cameforth.

17) The son of man will spend three days and nightswithin the heart of earth
and then come forth again, and men will see and know.

18) Behold, the light may be so bright that men cannot see anything.

19) The Spirit light has shown so brightly over Galilee that you who hear me
now are blind.

20) You may haveread thewords of prophet Azrad; he said, Thelight shall
shine out brightly in the darkness of the night, and men shall comprehend it not.
21) That time has come; the light shinesforth; you seeit not.

22) The Queen of Sheba sat in darkest night and still she yearned for light.

23) She cameto hear the words of wisdom from the lips of Solomon, and she
believed;

24) And she became a living tor ch, and when shereached her home, lo, all
Arabia wasfilledwith light.

25) A greater far than Solomon ishere; the Christ ishere; the Day Star has
risen, and you reect the light.

26) And you remember Nineveh, thewicked city of Assyria, which God had

mar ked to be destroyed by shock and flame unless the people turned and walked
in ways of right.

27) And Jonah raised hisvoice and said, In forty days shall Nineveh berazed,
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and her wealth shall be destroyed.

28) The people heard and they believed; and they reformed and turned to ways
of right, and lo, their city was not razed; was not destroyed.

29) You men of Galileg, | tell you that Arabia and Nineveh will testify against
you in the judgment day.

30) Behold, for every oneto whom I speak hasin him all thefiresof God; but
they arelying dead.

31) Thewill isbridled by the flesh desires, and it brings not the ethers of the
firestovibrateinto light.

32) Look, therefore, to your soul and note, Isnot the light within you dark as
night?

33) Thereisno breath but Holy Breath that € er can fan your firesof lifeinto a
living flame and make them light.

34) And Holy Breath can raisethe ethers of thefiresto light in none but hearts
of purity and love.

35) Hear, then, you men of Galilee, Make purethe heart, admit the Holy Breath,
and then your bodieswill befull of light.

36) And likea city on a hill, your light will shine afar, and thusyour light may
light the way for other men.

CHAPTER 108

Jesus rebukes the people for selfishness. The Christines attend a feast,
and Jesusis censured by the Pharisee because he washed not before he ate.
Jesus exposes the hypocrisy of the ruling classes and pronounces upon them many
WOES.

THE multitudes wer e wild with sdlfish thought; none recognized the rights and
needs of any other one.

2) The stronger pushed the weak aside, and trampled on them in their hasteto
bethefirst to get a blessing for himself.

3) And Jesus said,

Behold the cage of beasts untamed; a den of stinging vipers, maddened by their
fiendish greed of sdlfish gain!

4) | tell you, men, the benefitsthat come to men who see no further than
themselves are baublesin the morning light;

5) They are unreal; they pass away. The selfish soul isfed today; the food does
not assimilate; the soul grows not, and then it must be fed again, and then again.
6) Behold, a selfish man obsessed by just one spirit of the air; by the Omnific
Word the spirit is cast out;

7) 1t wander sthrough dry places, seeking rest and finding none.

8) And then it comes again; the sdlfish man hasfailed to close and lock the door;
9) The unclean spirit findsthe house all swept and cleaned; it entersin and takes
with it full seven other spirits more unclean than isitself; and therethey dwell.



166
Aquarian Gospd of Jesus, the Chrigt--Dowling

10) Thelast state of the man is mor e than sevenfold mor e wr etched than the
first.

11) And so it iswith you who snatch the blessingsthat belong to other men.

12) While Jesus spoke a certain woman who stood near exclaimed,

Most blessed isthe mother of thisman of God!

13) And Jesus said,

Yes, blest isshe; but doubly blest arethey who hear, receive and live the word of
God.

14) A Pharisee of wealth prepared a feast, and Jesus and the twelve, together
with the mastersfrom afar, were guests.

15) And Jesus did not wash his hands according to the strictest Pharisaic rules,
before he ate; when this the Pharisee observed he marvelled much.

16) And Jesus said,

My hogt, why do you marvel that | did not wash my hands?

17) The Pharisees wash well their hands and feet; they cleanse the body every
day when, lo, within isevery form of filth.

18) Their heartsarefull of wickedness, extortions and deceit.

19) Did not the God who made the outside of the body make the inside, too?
20) And then he said,

Woe unto you, you Pharisees! for you tithe mint and rue, and every herb, and
pass by judgment and the love of God.

21) Woe unto you, you Pharisees! you lovethe highest seatsin synagogues and
courts, and bid for salutationsin the market place.

22) Woe unto you, you tinsdled gentry of the land! no man would ever think you
servantsof theLord of hosts by what you do.

23) A lawyer stting near remarked,

Rabboni, your words are harsh, and then in what you say you censure us; and
why?

24) And Jesus said,

Woe unto you, you master s of the law! you heap great burdens on the sons of
men, yea, loads by far too great for them to bear, and you will never help to bear
afeather'sweight your selves.

25) Woe unto you! you build the tombs of prophetsand of seers, they whom
your fatherskilled; and you are partiesto the crimes.

26) And now behold, for God has sent again to you hisholy men - apostles,
prophets, seers; and you ar e per secuting them.

27) Thetimeisnear when you will plead against them in the courts; will spurn
them on the streets; will cast them into prison cdls, and kill them with afiend's
delight.

28) | tel you, men, the blood of all the holy men of God that has been shed from
righteous Abel down to that of Zacharias, father of holy John,

29) Who was struck down beside the altar in the Holy Place;

30) The blood of all these holy men has made morered the hands of thisungodly
generation.

31) Woe unto you, you master s of the law! you snatch the keys of knowledge
from the hands of men;
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32) You closethe doors; you enter not your selves, and suffer not the willing ones
to enter in.

33) Hiswords provoked the Pharisees, the lawyers and the scribes, and they,
resenting, poured upon him torrents of abuse.

34) Thetruths he spoke came like a thunder bolt from heaven; therulers
counseled how they might ensnare him by hiswords; they sought a legal way to
shed hisblood.
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CHAPTER 109

The Christines go to a place apart to pray. Jesuswarnsthem against the leaven of
the
Pharisees and reveals the fact that all thoughts and deeds are recorded in
God's Book of Remembrance. Man'sresponsibility and God's care.

NOW, when the feast was finished, Jesus, with the foreign mastersand the
twelve, with Mary, Miriam and a band of loyal women who believed in Chrigt,
went to a place apart to pray.

2) And when their silence ended Jesus said,

Beon your guard; the leaven of the Phariseesis being thrown in every measure
of the meal of life.

3) It isa poison that will taint whatever it may touch; and it will blight the soul
assureasthe fumes of Diabolos; it ishypocrisy.

4) The Pharisees seem fair in speech, but they are diabolical in heart.

5) And then they seem to think that thought is something they can lock within
themselves.

6) They do not seem to know that every thought and wish is photographed and
then preserved within the Book of Lifeto berevealed at any time the masters
will.

7) That which isthought, or wished, or donein darkest night shall be proclaimed
in brightest day;

8) That which iswhispered in the ear within the secret place shall be made
known upon the streets.

9) And in thejudgment day when all the books ar e opened up, these men, and
every other man, shall be a-judged, not by what they've said or done,

10) But by the waysin which they used the thoughts of God, and how the ethers
of eternal love were made to serve;

11) For menmay make these ethers serve the carnal self, or servethe holy self
within.

12) Behold, these men may kill the body of thisflesh; but what of that? the flesh
isbut atrangtory thing, and soon, by natural law, will pass,

13) Their daughter only hastens nature' swork alittletime.

14) And when they kill the flesh, they reach their bounds of power ; they cannot
Kill the soul.

15) But natureisthe keeper of the soul as of the flesh, and in the harvest time of
soul, thetreesof lifeare all inspected by the judge;

16) And every treethat bearsno fruit of good is plucked up by the roots and cast
into the flames.

17) Who then shall you regard? Not him who hasthe power to kill the flesh, and
nothing more.

18) Regard the mighty one who hasthe power to dissolve both soul and body in
the flames of nature'sfire.

19) But man isking; he may direct histhoughts, hisloves, hislife, and gain the
prize of everlasting life.
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20) And you are not abandoned in your strugglefor the crown of life. Your
Father lives, and you shall live.

21) God hasacarefor every living thing. He numbers stars, and suns, and
moons,

22) He numbers angels, men and every thing below; the birds, the flowers, the
trees;

23) Thevery petals of the rose he knows by name, and every oneisnumbered in
hisBook of Life;

24) And every hair upon your head, and every drop of blood within your veins,
he knows by number and by rhythm.

25) He hearsthebirdling's call, the cricket's chirp, the glow worm's song; and
not a sparrow fallsto earth without his knowledge and consent.

26) A sparrow seems a thing of little worth; yes, five of them areworth two
farthingsin the market place, and yet God caresfor every one of them.

27) Will he not care much morefor you who bear hisimagein your soul?

28) Fear not to make confession of the Christ befor e the sons of men, and God
will own you as his sons and daughtersin the presence of the host of heaven.
29) If you deny the Christ before the sons of men, then God will not receive you
as his own before the hosts of heaven.

30) And morel say, Fear not when men shall bring you up beforetherulers of
theland to answer for your faith.

31) Behold, the Holy Breath shall teach you in your hour of need what you
should say, and what is best left unsaid.

32) And then the Christines went again to teach the multitudes.

CHAPTER 110

Miriam sings a song of victory. The song. Jesus reveals the symbolic
character of thejourney of Israel from Egypt to Canaan.

AND Miriam stood before the surging crowd, and casting up her eyesto heaven
she sung anew the song of victory:

2) Bring forth the harp, the vina and the lyre; bring forth the highest sounding
cymbal, all ye choirsof heaven. Join in the song, the new, new song.

3) The Lord of hosts has stooped to hear the cries of men, and lo, the citadel of
Beelzebub is shaking as a leaf before the wind.

4) The sword of Gideon isagain unsheathed.

5) The Lord, with his own hand has pulled far back the curtains of the night; the
sun of truth isflooding heaven and earth;

6) The demons of the dark, of ignorance and death, are fleeing fast; are
disappearing as the dew beneath the morning sun.

7) God isour strength and song; is our salvation and our hope, and we will build
anew a house for him;

8) Will cleanse our hearts, and purify their chambers, every one. We are the temple



170
Aquarian Gospd of Jesus, the Chrigt--Dowling

of the Holy Breath.

9) We need no more a tent within the wilderness; no more a temple built with
hands.

10) We do not seek the Holy Land, nor yet Jerusalem.

11) We are the tent of God; we are his temple built without the sound of edged
tools.

12) We are the Holy Land; we are the New Jerusalem; Allelujah, praisethe Lord!
13) And when the song was done the multitudes exclaimed,

Praise God.

14) And Jesus said,

Behold the way!

15) The sons of men have groped for agesin the darkness of Egyptian night.
16) The Pharaohs of sense have bound them with their chains.

17) But God has whispered through the mists of time and told them of a land of
liberty and love.

18) And he has sent hisLogos forth to light the way.

19) The Red Searolls between the promised land and Egypt's sands.

20) The Red Seaisthe carnal mind.

21) Behold, the L ogos reaches out his hand; the sea divides; the carnal mind is
reft in twain; the sons of men walk through dry shod.

22) The Pharaohs of sense would stay them in their flight; the waters of the sea
return; the Pharaohs of sensearelost and men arefree.

23) For just alittle while men tread the wilderness of Sin; the Logos leadsthe
way,

24) And when at last men stand upon the Jordan's brink, these water s stay, and
men step forth into their own.

CHAPTER 111

Jesusteaches. A man requests him to compel his brother to deal justly. Jesus
reveals the divine law, the power of truth and the universality of possessions.
Relates the parable of the rich man and his abundant harvest.

AND Jesustaught the multitudes; and while he spoke a man stood forth and
said,

2) Rabboni, hear my plea: My father died and left alarge estate; my brother
seized it all, and now refuses me my share.

3) | pray that you will bid him do theright, and give what ismine.

4) And Jesus said,

| am not cometo beajudgein such affairs; I am no henchman of the court.

5) God sent me not to force a man to do theright.

6) In every man thereisasense of right; but many men regard it not.

7) Thefumesthat rise from selfishness have formed a crust about their sense of
right that veilstheir inner light, so that they cannot comprehend nor recognize
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therights of other men.

8) Thisveil you cannot tear away by for ce of arms, and thereisnaught that can
dissolvethiscrust but knowledge and love of God.

9) While men arein the mire, the skies seem far away; when men are on the
mountain top, the skiesare near, and they can aimost touch the stars.

10) Then Jesusturned and to the twelve he said,

Behold the many in the mire of carnal life!

11) The leaven of truth will change the miry clay to solid rock, and men can
walk and find the path that leads up to the mountain top.

12) You cannot haste; but you can scatter forth thisleaven with a generous
hand.

13) When men have learned the truth that bear s upon itsface the law of right,
then they will hasteto give every man hisdues.

14) Then to the people Jesus said, Take heed, and covet not. Thewealth of men
does not consist in what they seem to have- in lands, in slver and in gold.

15) These things are only borrowed wealth. No man can corner up the gifts of
God.

16) Thethings of nature arethethings of God, and what is God's belongsto
every man alike.

17) Thewealth of soul liesin the purity of life, and in the wisdom that descends
from heaven.

18) Behald, arich man'sground brought forth abundantly; his barnswere far
too small to hold hisgrain, and to himself he said,

19) What shall I do? | must not give my grain away; | must not let it go to waste;
and then he said,

20) Thiswill | do; I will tear down these little barns and build up larger ones,
therel will storeaway my grain and | will say,

21) My soul take now your ease; you have enough for many years, eat, drink and
fill yoursalf and be content.

22) But God looked down and saw the man; he saw his sefish heart and said,
23) You foolish man, this night your soul will quit its house of flesh; then who
will have your garneredwealth?

24) You men of Galilee, lay not up treasuresin the vaults of earth; accumulated
wealth will blight your soul.

25) God does not give men wealth to hoard away in secret vaults. Men are but
stewar ds of God'swealth, and they must useit for the common good.

26) To every steward who istrueto self, to other men, to every thing that is, the
Lord will say, Well done.

CHAPTER 112

The Christinesin the home of Mary of Magdala. Jesus calls hisdisciples, " Little
Flock,"
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and charges them to place their affections on divine things.
He teaches them regarding theinner life.

AND Jesusleft the multitudes and went with hisdisciplesup to Mary's home;
and asthey sat about the board to dine he said,

2) My littleflock, fear not; it isyour Father'swill that you shall rulethe
kingdom of the soul.

3) A ruler in the house of God is servant of the Lord of Hosts, and man cannot
serve God except by serving men.

4) A servant in the house of God cannot be servant in the house of wealth; nor in
the synagogue of sense.

5) If you aretied to lands, or bonds, or wealth of earth, your heartsareknit to
things of earth; for whereyour treasuresarethereareyour hearts.

6) Dispose of all your wealth, distribute it among the poor, and put your trust in
God, and you nor yourswill ever cometo want.

7) Thisisatest of faith, and God will not accept the service of the faithless one.
8) Thetimeisripe; your Master comes upon the clouds; the eastern sky is
glowing with his presence now.

9) Put on reception robes; gird up your loins; trim up your lampsand fill them
well with ail, and be prepared to meet your Lord; when you areready, hewill
come.

10) Thrice blessed ar e the servantswho areready to receive their Lord.

11) Behold, for hewill gird himself, and will prepare a sumptuousfeast for every
one, and he himself will serve.

12) It matters not when he shall come; it may be at the second watch; it may be
at thethird; but blessed arethe servantswho areready to receive.

13) You cannot leave your door ajar and go to deep, and wait in blissful
ignorance of the fleeting time;

14) For thieveswill surely come and take away your goods and bind and carry
you away to robbers dens.

15) And if you are not carried forth, the Master when he comeswill not regard a
deeping guard asfriend, but asafoe.

16) Beloved, these are times when every man must be awake and at his post, for
none can tell the hour nor the day when man shall berevealed.

17) And Peter said,

Lord isthisparablefor us, or for the multitudes?

18) And Jesus,

Why need you ask? God isnot a man that he should show respect for one and
cast another off.

19) Whoever will may come and gird himsdlf, and trim hislamp, and find a
turret in thetower of life where he may watch, and be prepared to meet the
Lord.

20) But you, as children of thelight, have come, and you have learned the
language of the court, and may stand forth and lead the way.

21) But you may wait, and think that you areready toreceivetheLord, and ill
he does not come.
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22) And you may grow impatient and begin to long for carnal waysagain, and
may begin to exerciseyour rule;

23) To beat, and otherwise maltreat the servants of the house, and fill your selves
with wine and meat.

24) And what will say the Lord when he shall come?

25) Behold, for hewill cast the faithless servant from his house; and many years
will come and go befor e he can be cleansed, and be thought worthy to receive his
Lord.

26) The servant who has come into the light, who knows the Master's will and
doesit not; thetrusted guard who goesto deep within theturret of the tower of
life,

27) Shall fedl the lash of justice many times, while he who does not know his
Master'swill and doesit not, will not receive the graver punishment.

28) The man who comes and stands befor e the open door of opportunity and
does not enter in, but goes hisway,

29) Will come again and find the door made fast, and when he calls, the door will
open not,

30) The guard will say, you had the pass-word once, but you threw it away and
now the Master knowsyou not; depart.

31) And verily | say to you, To whom much has been given, much isrequired; to
whom a little has been given, alittle only isrequired.
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CHAPTER 113

In answer to a question of Lamaas, Jesus teaches a lesson on the reign of peace
and the way to it through antagonisms. The signs of the times.
Guidance of the Holy Breath. The Christines go to Bethsaida.

NOW, after they had dined, the guests and Jesus all werein a spacious hall in
Mary'shome.

2) And then Lamaas said,

Pray, tell usLord, isthisthe dawn of peace?

3) Have we come forth unto the time when men will war no more?

4) Areyou, indeed, the Prince of Peace that holy men said would come?

5) And Jesus said,

Peacereignstoday; it isthe peace of death.

6) A stagnant pool abidesin peace. When water s cease to move they soon are
ladened with the seeds of death; corruption dwellsin every drop.

7) Theliving water s always leap and skip about like lambsin Spring.

8) The nations are corrupt; they deep within the arms of death and they must be
aroused beforeit istoo late.

9) In lifewe find antagonists at work. God sent me hereto stir unto its depths
thewatersof the sea of life.

10) Peacefollows strife; | come to day this peace of death. The prince of peace
must first be prince of strife.

11) Thisleaven of truth which | have brought to men will sir the demons up,
and nations, cities, familieswill be at war within themselves.

12) Thefivethat have been dwelling in a home of peace will be divided now, and
two shall war with three;

13) The son will stand againgt hissire; the mother and the daughter will
contend; yea, strifewill reign in every home.

14) The self and greed and doubt will rageinto afever heat, and then, because of
me, the earth will be baptized in human blood.

15) But right isking; and when the smokeis cleared away the nationswill learn
war no more; the Prince of Peace will cometo reign.

16) Behold, the signs of what | say arein the sky; but men can see them not.
17) Whenmen behold a cloud risein the west they say, A shower of rain will
come, and o it does; and when the wind blows from the south they say, The
weather will be hot; and it is so.

18) Lo, men can read the signs of earth and sky, but they cannot discern the
signsof Holy Breath; but you shall know.

19) The storm of wrath comes on; the carnal man will seek a cause to hale you
into court, and cast you into prison cells.

20) And when these times shall come let wisdom guide; do not resent.
Resentment makes more strong the wrath of evil men.

21) Thereisalittle sense of justice and of mercy in the vilest men of earth.

22) By taking heed to what you do and say and trusting in the guidance of the
Holy Breath, you may inspire this senseto grow.
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23) You thus may make the wrath of men to praisetheLord.
24) The Christines went their way, and came unto Bethsaida and taught.

CHAPTER 114

A great storm on the sea destroys many lives. Jesus makes an appeal for aid,
and the people give with a generous hand. In answer to alawyer's question,
Jesus gives the philosophy of disasters.

AS Jesustaught, a man stood forth and said,

Rabboni, may | speak?

2) And Jesus said,

Say on.

And then the man spoke out and said,

3) A storm upon the sea last night wrecked many fishing boats, and scor es of
men went down to death, and lo, their wivesand children arein need,

4) What can be doneto help them in their sore distress?

5) And Jesus said,

A worthy plea. You men of Galilee, take heed. We may not bring again to life
these men, but we can succour those who looked to them for daily bread.

6) You stewar ds of the wealth of God, an opportunity has come; unlock your
vaults; bring forth your hoarded gold; bestow it with alavish hand.

7) Thiswealth waslaid asidefor just timesasthese; when it was needed not, o,
it wasyoursto guard;

8) But now it isnot yours, for it belongsto those who are in want, and if you give
it not you smply bring upon your headsthe wrath of God.

9) It isnot charity to give to those who need; it is but honesty; it is but giving
men their own.

10) Then Jesusturned to Judas, one of the twelve, who was the treasurer of the
band, and said,

11) Bring forth our treasure box; the money isnot ours now; turn every farthing
to the help those in such distr ess.

12) Now, Judas did not wish to give the money all to those in want, and so he
talked with Peter, Jamesand John.

13) He said,

Lo, | will save a certain part and givetherest; that surely isenough for us, for
we ar e stranger sto the onesin want; we do not even know their names.

14) But Peter said,

Why, Judas, man, how do you dareto think to trifle with the strength of right?
15) The Lord has spoken true; thiswealth does not belong to usin face of this
distress, and torefuseto giveit isto steal.

16) You need not fear; wewill not come to want.

17) Then Judas opened up the treasure box and gave the money all.

18) And therewas gold and silver, food, and raiment in abundance for the needs

175
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of the bereaved.

19) A lawyer said,

Rabboni, if God rulestheworldsand all that in them is, did he not bring about
thisstorm? did he not day these men?

20) Has he not brought this sore distress upon these people here? and wasiit
doneto punish them for crimes?

21) And weremember well when once a band of earnest Jews from Galilee were
in Jerusalem, and at a feast and were, for fancied crimes against the Roman law,
22) Cut down within the very temple court by Pontius Pilate; and their blood
became their sacrifice.

23) Did God bring on this daughter all because these men were doubly vile?
24) And then we bring to mind that once a tower called Siloam graced the
defenses of Jerusalem, and, seemingly, without a cause it tottered and it fell to
earth and eighteen men wereKilled.

25) Werethese men vile? and wer e they dain as punishment for some great
crime?

26) And Jesus said,

We cannot look upon a single span of life and judge of anything.

27) Thereisalaw that men must recognize: Result depends on cause.

28) Men are not motesto float about within the air of one short life, and then be
lost in nothingness.

29) They are undying parts of the eternal whole that come and go, lo, many
timesinto theair of earth and of the great beyond, just to unfold the God-like
self.

30) A cause may be a part of onebrief life; results may not be noted till another
life.

31) The cause of your results cannot be found within my life, nor can the cause
of my resultsbefound in yours.

32) | cannot reap except | sow and | must reap whate'er | sow,

33) Thelaw of all eternitiesis known to master minds:

34) Whatever men do unto other men the judge and executioner will do to them.
35) We do not note the execution of thislaw among the sons of men.

36) We note the weak dishonored, trampled on and dain by those men call the
strong.

37) We note that men with wood-like heads ar e seated in the chair s of state;

38) Arekings and judges, senators and priests, while men with giant intellects
ar e scavenger s about the streets.

39) We note that women with a moiety of common sense, and not a whit of any
other kind, are painted up and dressed as queens,

40) Becoming ladies of the courts of puppet kings, because they have the form of
something beautiful; while God's own daughters are their daves, or serveas
common laborersin thefield.

41) The sense of justice criesaloud: Thisisatravesty on right.

42) So when men see no further than onelittle span of lifeit isno wonder that
they say, Thereisno God, or if thereisa God heisatyrant and should die.

43) 1f you would judge aright of human life, you must arise and stand upon the
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crest of timeand note the thoughts and deeds of men asthey have come up
through the ages past;

44) For we must know that man isnot a creature made of clay to turn again to
clay and disappear.

45) Heisa part of the eternal whole. There never was a time when hewasnot; a
time will never come when hewill not exist.

46) And now we look; the men who now are daves wer e tyrants once; the men
who now aretyrants have been daves.

47) The men who suffer now once stood aloft and shouted with a fiend's delight
while other s suffered at their hands.

48) And men are sick, and halt, and lame, and blind because they once
transgressed the laws of perfect life, and every law of God must be fulfilled.

49) Man may escape the punishment that seemsbut due for his mis-doingsin
thislife; but every deed and word and thought hasits own metes and bounds,

50) Iscause, and hasits own results, and if a wrong be done, the doer of the
wrong must makeit right.

51) And when the wrongs have all been righted then will man arise and be at one
with God.

CHAPTER 115

Jesusteaches by the sea. Herelatesthe parable of the sower.
Tellswhy heteachesin parables. Explainsthe parable of the sower.
Relates the parable of the wheat and tares.

AND Jesus stood beside the sea and taught; the multitudes pressed close upon
him and he went into a boat that was near by and put a little ways from shore,
and then he spokein parables; he said,

2) Behold, a sower took his seed and went into hisfield to sow.

3) With lavish hand he scattered forth the seed and some fell in the hardened
pathsthat men had made,

4) And soon wer e crushed beneath the feet of other men; and birds came down
and carried all the seeds away.

5) Some seed fell on rocky ground wheretherewaslittle soil; they grew and soon
the blades appeared and promised much;

6) But then there was no depth of soil, no chance for nourishment, and in the
heat of noonday sun they withered up and died.

7) Some seed fell wherethistles grew, and found no earth in which to grow and
they werelost;

8) But other seed found lodgement in therich and tender soil and grew apace,
and in the harvest it was found that some brought forth a hundred fold, some
sixty fold, somethirty fold.

9) They who have earsto hear may hear; they who have heartsto under stand
may know.
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10) Now, hisdisciples were beside him in the boat, and Thomas asked,

Why do you speak in parables?

11) And Jesus said,

My words, like every master'swords, aredual in their sense.

12) To you who know the language of the soul, my wor ds have meanings far too
deep for other men to comprehend.

13) The other sense of what | say isall the multitude can under stand; these
wordsarefood for them; theinner thoughtsarefood for you.

14) Let every onereach forth and take thefood that heisready to receive.

15) And then he spoke that all might hear; he said, Hear you the meaning of the
parable:

16) Men hear my words and under stand them not, and then thecarnal self
purloinsthe seed, and not a sign of spirit life appears.

17) Thisisthe seed that fell within the beaten paths of men.

18) And othershear thewords of life, and with a fiery zeal receive them all; they
seem to comprehend the truth and promise well;

19) But troubles come; discouragementsarise; thereisno depth of thought; their
good intentionswither up and die.

20) These arethe seedsthat fell in stony ground.

21) And othershear the words of truth and seem to know their worth; but love
of pleasure, reputation, wealth and famefill all the soil; the seeds are nourished
not and they arelost.

22) These are the seedsthat fell among the thistlesand the thorns.

23) But othershear thewords of truth and comprehend them well; they sink
down deep into their souls; they livethe holy lifeand all theworld isblest.

24) These arethe seedsthat fell in fertile soil, that brought forth fruit
abundantly.

25) You men of Galilee, take heed to how you hear and how you cultivate your
fields, for if you dight the offers of this day, the sower may not cometo you
again in thisor in the ageto come.

26) Then Jesus spoke another parable; he said:

27) Thekingdom | may liken to afield in which a man sowed precious seed;

28) But while he dept an evil one went forth and sowed a measure full of darnel
seed; then went hisway.

29) The soil was good, and so the wheat and darnel grew; and when the servants
saw the tares among the wheat, they found the owner of the field and said,

30) You surely sowed good seed; from whence these tar es?

31) The owner said, Some evil one has sown the seed of tares.

32) The servants said, Shall we go out and pull up by therootsthetaresand
burn them in thefire?

33) The owner said, No, that would not bewell. The wheat and tares grow close
together in the soil, and while you pull the tares you would destroy the wheat.
34) So wewill let them grow together till the harvest time. Then to thereapersl
will say,

35) Go forth and gather up thetaresand bind them up and burn them in the
fire, and gather all the wheat into my barns.
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36) When he had spoken thus, heleft the boat and went up to the house, and his
disciplesfollowed him.

CHAPTER 116

The Christinesarein Philip'shome. Jesusinterprets the parable of the wheat and
tares.
He explains the unfoldment of the kingdom by parables: the good seed;
the growth of thetree; theleaven; the hidden treasure. He goesto a mountain to

pray.

THE Chrigtineswerein Philip’'shome and Peter said to Jesus, Lord, will you
explain to usthe meaning of the parables you spoke today? The one about the
wheat and tares, especially?

2) And Jesus said,

God'skingdom isa duality; it hasan outer and an inner form.

3) Asseen by man it iscomposed of men, of those who make confession of the
name of Christ.

4) For variousreasons various people crowd this outer kingdom of our God.

5) Theinner kingdom isthe kingdom of the soul, the kingdom of the purein
heart.

6) The outer kingdom | may well explain in parables. Behold, for | have seen you
cast a great net out into the sea,

7) And when you hauled it in, lo, it wasfull of every kind of fish, some good,
some bad, some great, some small; and | have seen you save the good and throw
the bad away.

8) Thisouter kingdom isthe net, and every kind of man is caught; but in the
sorting day the bad will all be cast away, the good reserved.

9) Hear, then, the meaning of the parable of the wheat and tares:.

10) The sower isthe son of man; thefield, theworld; the good seed arethe
children of thelight; the tares, the children of the dark; the enemy, the carnal
self; the harvest day, the closing of the age; the reapers ar e the messenger s of
God.

11) Thereckoning day will cometo every man; then will the tares be gathered
up, and cast into thefire and be burned.

12) Then will the good shineforth as sunsin the kingdom of the soul.

13) And Philip said,

Must men and women suffer in the flames because they have not found the way
of life?

14) And Jesus said,

Thefirepurifies. The chemist throwsinto thefirethe oresthat hold all kinds of
dross.

15) The useless metal seemsto be consumed; but not a grain of gold islost.
16) Thereisno man that hasnot in him gold that cannot be destroyed. The evil
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things of men are all consumed in fire; the gold survives.

17) Theinner kingdom of the soul | may explain in parables:.

18) The son of man goesforth and scatters seeds of truth; God waterswell the
soil; the seeds show life and grow; first comesthe blade, and then the stalk, and
thentheear, and then the full wheat in the ear.

19) The harvest comes and, lo, thereapersbear theripened sheavesinto the
garner of theLord.

20) Again, thiskingdom of the soul islike a little seed that men may plant in
fertile soil.

21) (A thousand of these seeds would scar cely be a shekel'sweight.)

22) Thetiny seed beginsto grow; it pushesthrough the earth, and after years of
growth it isa mighty treeand birdsrest in itsleafy bowersand men find refuge
'neath its sheltering boughs from sun and storm.

23) Again, thetruth, the spirit of the kingdom of the soul, islike a ball of leaven
that a woman hid in measures, three, of flour and in alittle time the whole was
leavened.

24) Again, the kingdom of the soul islike a treasure hidden in a field which one
has found, and straightaway goes hisway and sdlls all that he has and buysthe
field.

25) When Jesus had thus said he went aloneinto a mountain pass near by to
pray.

CHAPTER 117

A royal feast isheld in Machaerus. John, the harbinger, is beheaded.
Hisbody isburied in Hebron. Hisdisciples mourn.
The Christines cross the sea in the night.
Jesus calms araging storm.

A ROYAL feast was held in honor of the birthday of thetetrarch in fortified

M achaer us, east of the Bitter Sea.

2) The tetrarch, Herod, and hiswife, Herodias, together with Salome werethere;
and all the men and women of theroyal court werethere.

3) And when the feast was done, lo, all the guestsand courtierswere drunk with
wine; they danced and leaped about like children in their play.

4) Salome, daughter of Her odias, camein and danced beforetheking. The
beauty of her form, her grace and winning ways entranced the silly Herod, then
half drunk with wine.

5) He called the maiden to hisside and said,

Salome, you have won my heart, and you may ask and | will give you anything
you wish.

6) The maiden ran in childish glee and told her mother what theruler said.

7) Her mother said,

Go back and say, Give methe head of John, the harbinger.
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8) The maiden ran and told the ruler what she wished.

9) And Herod called histrusty executioner and said to him,

Gotothetower and tell the keeper that by my authority you come to execute the
prisoner known as John.

10) The man went forth and in alittlewhilereturned and on a platter borethe
lifeless head of John, and Herod offered it unto the maiden in the presence of the
guests.

11) The maiden stood aloof; her innocence was outraged when she saw the
bloody gift, and she would touch it not.

12) Her mother, steeped and hardened well in crime, came up and took the head
and held it up beforethe guests and said,

13) Thisisthefate of every man who daresto scorn, or criticize, the actsof him
who reigns.

14) Thedrunken rabble gazed upon the gruesome sight with fiendish joy.

15) The head wastaken back unto thetower. The body had been given unto holy
men who had been friends of John; they placed it in aburial caseand carried it
away.

16) They boreit to the Jordan, which they crossed just at the ford where John
first preached the word;

17) And through the passes of the Judean hillsthey carried it.

18) They reached the sacred grounds near Hebron, wher e the bodies of the
parents of the harbinger lay in their tombs;

19) And therethey buried it; and then they went their way.

20) Now, when the newsreached Galilee that John was dead the people met to
sing the sonnets of the dead.

21) And Jesus and the foreign masters and the twelve took ship to crossthe sea
of Galilee.

22) A scribe, afaithful friend of John, stood by the sea; he called to Jesus and he
said,

Rabboni, let me follow where you go.

23) And Jesus said,

You seek a saferetreat from evil men. Thereisno safety for your lifewith me;
24) For evil men will take my life asthey have taken John's.

25) Thefoxes of the earth have saferetreats; the birds have nests secure among
the hidden rocks, but | have not a place where |l may lay my head and rest
Secure.

26) Then an apostle said,

Lord, suffer metotarry hereawhile, that | may take my father, who isdead,
and lay him in the tomb.

27) But Jesus said,

The dead can carefor those who dig; the living wait for those who live; come,
follow me.

28) The evening came; three boats put out to sea and Jesusrested in the
foremost boat; he dept.

29) A storm came on; the boats wer e tossed about like toys upon the sea.

30) The water s swept the decks; the hardy boatmen were afraid lest all be lost.
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31) And Thomasfound the master fast adeep; he called, and Jesus woke.

32) And Thomas said,

Behold the storm! haveyou no carefor us? The boats are going down.

33) And Jesus stood; heraised hishand; hetalked unto the spirits of the winds
and waves as men would talk with men.

34) And, lo, thewinds blew not; the waves came tremblingly and kissed hisfeet;
the sea was calm.

35) And then he said,

You men of faith, whereisyour faith? for you can speak and winds and waves
will hear and will obey.

36) And the disciples were amazed. They said,

Who isthisman that even winds and waves obey his voice?

CHAPTER 118

The Christinesare in Gadara. Jesus casts a legion of unclean spirits out of a man.
The spirits go into vicious animals which run into the sea, and are drowned.
The people arein fear and request Jesusto leave their coast. With hisdisciples, he
returns to Capernaum.

THE morning came; the Christineslanded in the country of the Geracenes.

2) They went to Gadar a, chief city of the Peracans, and herefor certain days
they tarried and they taught.

3) Now, legends hold that Gadara issacred to the dead, and all the hills about
are known as holy ground.

4) These aretheburial groundsof all theregionsround about; the hillsarefull
of tombs, and many dead from Galilee ar e here entombed.

5) Now, spirits of the lately dead that cannot rise to higher planes, remain about
the tombsthat hold the flesh and bones of what was once their mortal homes.

6) They sometimestake possession of the living, whom they torturein a hundred
ways.

7) And all through Gadara were men obsessed, and ther e was no one strong
enough to bring relief.

8) That they might meet these hidden foes and learn the way to dispossessthe
evil onesthe master took the foreign master s and the twelve into the tombs.

9) And asthey neared the gatesthey met a man obsessed. A legion of the unclean
oneswerein thisman, and they had made him strong;

10) And none could bind him down, no, not with chains; for he could break the
stoutest chains, and go hisway.

11) Now, unclean spiritscannot livein light; they revel in the dark.

12) When Jesus came he brought thelight of life, and all the evil spiritswere
disturbed.

13) Theleader of thelegion in the man called out,

Thou Jesus, thou Immanuel, we beg that thou wilt not consign usto the depths.
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Torment us not before our time.

14) And Jesus said,

What isyour number and your name?

15) The evil spirit said,

Our nameislegion, and our number isthe number of the beast.

16) And Jesus spoke; and with a voice that shook the very hills, he said,
Comeforth; possess thisman no more.

17) Now, all the hillswerefilled with unclean animalsthat fed, and carried forth
and spread the plague among the people of the land.

18) And when the evil spirits begged that they might not be driven forth without
a home, the master said,

19) Go forth and take possession of the unclean quadrupeds.

20) And they, and all the evil spirits of the tombs went forth and took possession
of the breeder s of the plague,

21) Which, wild with rage, ran down the stegpsinto the sea, and all were
drowned.

22) And all the land was freed of the contagion, and the unclean spirits came no
more.

23) But when the people saw the mighty worksthat Jesus did they were alarmed.
They said,

24) 1f he can freethe country of the plague, and drive the unclean spirits out, he
isaman of such transcendent power that he can devastate our land at will.

25) And then they came and prayed that he would not remain in Gadara.

26) And Jesusdid not tarry longer there, and with the other mastersand the
twelve, he went aboard the boatsto go away.

27) The man who had been rescued from the unclean legion stood upon the
shoreand said,

Lord let me go with you.

28) But Jesus said, It isnot well; go forth unto your home and tell the news, that
men may know what man can do when heistuned with God.

29) And then the man went forth through all Decapolis and told the news.

30) The Christines sailed away, re-crossed the sea and came again into
Capernaum.

CHAPTER 119

The people of Capernaum welcome Jesus. Matthew gives a feast. The Pharisees
rebuke Jesus for eating with sinners. Hetellsthem that heis sent to save sinners.
He giveslessons on fasting and on the philosophy of good and evil.

THE news soon spread through all the land that Jesus was at home and then the
people came in throngs to welcome him.

2) And Matthew, one of the twelve, a man of wealth, whose homewasin
Capernaum, spread forth a sumptuous feast, and Jesus and the foreign masters
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and thetwelve, and people of all shades of thought, were guests.

3) And when the Pharisees observed that Jesus sat and ate with publicansand
those of ill repute they said,

4) For shame! This man who claimsto be man of God, consortswith publicans
and courtesans and with the common herd of men. For shame!

5) When Jesusknew their thoughts he said,

They who are well cannot be healed; the pure need not be saved.

6) They who arewell arewhole; they who are pure are saved.

7) They who love justice and do right need not repent; | came not unto them, but
tothesinner | am come.

8) A band of John'sdiscipleswho had heard that John was dead were wearing
badgesfor their dead;

9) Werefagsting and were praying in their hearts, which when the Pharisees
observed they came to Jesus and they said,

10) Why fast the follower s of John and your disciplesdo not fast?

11) And Jesus said,

Lo, you are masters of the law; you ought to know; perhapsyou will make
known your knowledgeto these men.

12) What ar e the benefits derived from fasts?

The Pharisees were mute; they answer ed not.

13) Then Jesus said,

The vital force of men depends on what they eat and drink.

14) Is spirit-lifethe stronger when the vital forceisweak? | s sainthood reached
by starving, self imposed?

15) A glutton isa sinner in the sight of God, and heisnot a saint who makes
himsalf a weakling and unfitted for the heavy tasks of life by scorning to make
use of God's own means of strength.

16) Lo, John isdead, and hisdevoted followersarefasting in their grief.

17) Their love for him impelsthem on to show respect, for they have thought,
and have been taught that it issin to lightly treat the memory of the dead.

18) Tothemitisasin, and it iswell that they should fast.

19) When men defy their consciences and listen not to what they say, the heart is
grieved and they become unfitted for the work of life; and thusthey sin.

20) The conscience may be taught. One man may do in conscience what another
cannot do.

21) What isa sin for me to do may not be sin for you to do. The place you occupy
upon the way of life deter mineswhat issin.

22) Thereisno changelesslaw of good; for good and evil both arejudged by
other things.

23) Oneman may fast and in hisdeep sincerity of heart isblest.

24) Another man may fast and in the faithlessness of such atask imposed is
cur sed.

25) You cannot make a bed to fit the form of every man. If you can make a bed
to fit yourself you have done well.

26) Why should these men who follow meresort to fasting, or to anything that
would impair their strength? They need it all to servetherace.
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27) Thetime will come when God will let you have your way, and you will do to
mewhat Herod did to John;

28) And in the awfulness of that sad hour these men will fast.

29) They who have earsto hear may hear; they who have heartsto fee may
under stand.
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CHAPTER 120

Nicodemusis at the feast. He asks Jesus, Cannot the Christine religion be
introduced more successfully by reforming the Jewish service? Jesusanswersin
the negative and gives hisreasons. Jesus heals a woman with hemorrhages. Heals
Jairus daughter. Disappearswhen the people would worship him.

NOW, Nicodemus, who once cameto Jesusin the night to learn the way of life,
was one among the guests.

2) And standing forth he said,

Rabboni, it istruethat Jewish laws and Jewish practices do not agr ee.

3) The priesthood needsto be reformed; the rulers should become more mer ciful
and kind; the lawyer s should become morejust; the common people should not
bear such loads.

4) But could we not gain these reforms and not destroy the service of the Jews?
5) Could you not harmonize your mighty work with that of Pharisee and scribe?
Might not the priesthood be a benefit to your divine philosophy?

6) But Jesus said,

You cannot put new winein ancient skins, for when it purifiesitsdf, lo, it
expands; the ancient bottles cannot bear the strain; they burst, and all thewine
islost.

7) Men do not mend a wor n-out garment with a piece of cloth unworn, which
cannot yield to suit thefabric, weak with age, and then a greater rent appears.
8) Old wine may be preserved in ancient skins; but new wine callsfor bottles
new.

9) Thisspirit-truth | bring isto this generation new, and if we put it in the
ancient skinsof Jewish forms, lo, it will all belost.

10) It must expand; the ancient bottles cannot yield and they would bur <.

11) Behold the kingdom of the Christ! it isasold as God himself, and yet it isas
new as morning sun; it only can contain thetruth of God.

12) And ashe spoke aruler of the synagogue, Jairus by name, camein and
bowed at Jesus feet and said,

13) My master, hear my prayer! My child isvery sick, | fear that shewill die;
but this| know that if you will but come and speak the Word my child will live.
14) (She was an only child, a girl twelve years of age.)

15) And Jesustarried not; he went out with the man, and many people followed
them.

16) And asthey went a woman who had been plagued with hemorrhage for
many years, had been a subject of experiment of doctorsnear and far, and all
had said, She cannot live, rose from her bed and rushed out in the way as Jesus
passed.

17) She said within her sdif,

[f I can touch hisgarment, then | know | will be well.

18) Shetouched him, and at once the bleeding ceased and she was well.

19) And Jesusfelt that healing power had gone from him, and speaking to the
multitude, he said,
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20) Who wasiit touched my coat?

21) And Peter said, No one can tell; the multitudes are pressing you; a scor e of
people may have touched your coat.

22) But Jesus said, Some onein faith, with healing thought, did touch my coat,
for healing virtues have gone forth from me.

23) And when thewoman knew that what she did was known, she came and
knelt at Jesus feet and told it all.

24) And Jesus said,

Your faith has made you whole, go on your way in peace.

25) Now, as he spoke, a servant from the home of Jairus came and said,

My master, Jairus, trouble not the Lord to come; your child is dead.

26) But Jesus said,

Jairus, man of faith, do not permit your faith to waver in thistrying hour.

27) What isit that the servant said? The child isdead? Lo, what isdeath?

28) It isthe passing of the soul out of the house of flesh.

29) Man isthe master of the soul and of its house. When man hasrisen up from
doubt and fear, lo, he can cleanse the empty house and bring the tenant back
again.

30) Then taking with him Peter, James and John, Jairus and the mother of the
child, he went into the chamber of the dead.

31) And when the door s wer e closed againgt the multitude, he spoke a word that
souls can under stand, and then he took the maiden by the hand and said,

32) Talith cumi, child, arise!

The maiden's soul returned and she arose and asked for food.

33) And all the people of the city were amazed, and many would have

wor shipped Jesusasa God.

34) But, like a phantom of the night, he disappeared and went hisway.

CHAPTER 121

The Christinesarein Nazareth. Miriam sings a Christine song of praise.
Jesusteachesin the synagogue.

He heals a dumb man who is obsessed. The people do not believe in him.

The Pharisees call him a tool of Beelzebub. The Christines go to Cana.

IT wasagala day in Nazareth. The people there had met with one accord to
celebrate some great event.

2) And Jesus and the foreign masters and the twelve, and Mary, mother of the
Lord, and Miriamwerethere.

3) And when the people were assembled in the great hall of the town, the
graceful singer, Miriam, stood and sang a song of praise.

4) But few of all the multitude knew who the singer was, but instantly she won
all hearts.

5) For many days she sang the songs of Israel, and then she went her way.
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6) The Sabbath came and Jesus went into the synagogue. He took the book of
Psalms and read:

7) Blest isthe man who puts histrust in God, respecting not the proud nor such as
turn asideto lies.

8) O lord, my God, the works that thou hast done for us are wonderful; and many
are thy thoughtsfor us; we cannot count them all,

9) Thou dost not call for sacrifice, nor offerings of blood; burnt offerings and
offeringsfor sin thou dost not want;

10) And lo, I cometo do thy will, O God, thy law isin my heart,

11) And | have preached the word of righteousness and peace unto the thronging
multitudes; | have declared the counsel of my God in full.

12) | have not hid thy righteousness within my heart; | have declared thy
faithfulness and grace.

13) | have not kept thy loving kindness and thy truth away from men; | have
declared them to the multitudes.

14) O Lord, make wide my lipsthat | may tell thy praise; | do not bring the sacrifice
of blood, nor yet burnt offerings for sin.

15) The sacrifices | would bring to thee, O God, are purity in life, a contrite heart, a
spirit full of faith and love, and these thou wilt receive.

16) And when he had thusread, he gave the book back to the keeper of the
books, and then he said,

17) Upon these ends of earth these messages of God have come.

18) Our people have exalted sacrificial ritesand have neglected mercy, justice
and therights of men.

19) You Pharisees, you priests, you scribes, your God is surfeited with blood;
God does not heed your prayers,; you stand before your burning victims; but you
gand in vain.

20) Turn you unto thetestimonies of the law; reform and turn to God, and you
shall live.

21) Let not your altars be accur sed again with smoke of innocence.

22) Bring unto God as sacrifice a broken and a contrite heart.

23) Lift from your fellow men the burdensthat you have imposed.

24) And if you hearken not, and if you turn not from your evil ways, lo, God will
smite thisnation with a curse.

25) And when he had thus said he stood aside, and all the people were
astonished, and they said,

26) Where did this man get all hisknowledge and his power ? From whence did

all thiswisdom come?

27) Isnot thisMary's son, whose home is out on Marmion Way?

28) Arenot hisbrothers, Jude and Jamesand Simon, known among our

honored men? Are not hissisterswith us here?

29) But they were all offended by the wor ds he spoke.

30) And Jesus said, A prophet hasno honor in hisnative land; heisnot well
received among hiskin; hisfoesarein hishome.

31) And Jesus wrought not many mighty worksin Nazareth, because the people
had no faith in him. He did not tarry long.
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32) But as he passed from thence two blind men followed him and cried, Thou
son of David, hear! Have mercy, Lord, and open up our eyesthat we may see.
33) And Jesus said,

Do you believe that | can open up your eyes and make you see?

34) They said,

Yea, Lord, weknow that if you speak the Word then we can see.

35) And Jesustouched their eyes and spoke the Word; he said,

According to your faith sowill it be.

36) And they were blest; they opened up their eyesand saw.

37) And Jesus said,

Tdl not thisthing to any one.

38) But they went forth and told the newsthrough all the land.

39) As Jesuswalked along the way a man who was obsessed, and who was dumb,
was brought to him.

40) And Jesus spoke the Word; the unclean spirit came out of the man; his
tongue was loosed; he spoke; he said, Praise God.

41) The people wer e amazed;

They said, Thisisa mighty deed; we never saw that done before.

42) The Pharisees wer e also much amazed; but they cried out and said,

43) You men of Isradl, take heed; this Jesusisatool of Beelzebub; he healsthe
sick and caststhe spirits out in Satan's name.

44) But Jesus answer ed not; he went hisway.

45) And with the foreign master s and the twelve he went up to the town where
he once turned the water into wine, and tarried certain days.

CHAPTER 122

The Christines spend seven daysin prayer. Jesus gives his charge to the twelve
and sends them forth on their apostolic ministry, with instructionsto meet himin
Capernaum.

THE Christines prayed in silence seven days; then Jesus called the twelve aside
and said,

2) Behold, the multitudes have thronged about us everywhere; the people are
bewildered; they wander here and therelike sheep without afold.

3) They need a shepherd's care; they want a loving hand to lead them to the
light.

4) Thegrain isripe; the harvest isabundant, but the harvestersare few.

5) Thetimeisalsoripe, and you must go alone through all the villages and towns
of Galilee and teach and heal.

6) And then he breathed upon the twelve and said,

Receivethe Holy Breath.

7) And then he gave them each the Word of power, and said,

By this Omnific Word you shall cast spiritsout, shall heal thesick and bring the
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dead to life again.

8) And you shall go not in theway of the Assyrians, nor Greek; you shall not go
into Samaria; go only to your brethren of the scattered tribes.

9) And asyou go proclaim, The kingdom of Christ has come.

10) You have abundantly received, and freely you shall give.

11) But you must go in faith; provide your selves no crutch to lean upon.

12) Giveall your gold and silver to the poor; take not two coats, nor extra shoes,
just take your wands.

13) You are God's husbandmen and he will never suffer you to want.

14) In every place you go search out the men of faith; with them abide until you
go from hence.

15) You go for me; you act for me. They who receive and welcome you, receive
and welcome me,

16) And they who shut their doors againgt your face, refuse to welcome me.

17) If you are not received in kindnessin a town, bear not away an evil thought;
do not resist.

18) An evil thought of any kind will do you harm; will disspate your power.

19) When you are not received with favor, go your way, for there are multitudes
of men who want thelight.

20) Behold, | send you forth as sheep among a pack of wolves, and you must be
aswise as serpents and as harmless asthe doves.

21) In all your language be discreet, for Pharisees and scribeswill seek a cause
for your arrest in what you say.

22) And they will surely find a way by chargesfalseto bring you into court.

23) And judgeswill declarethat you are guilty of some crime, and sentence you
to scourgings and to prison cells.

24) But when you cometo stand befor e the judge, be not afraid; be not disturbed
about the way to act, the wordsto speak.

25) The Holy Breath will guide you in that hour, and give thewordsthat you
shall speak.

26) Of thisbe full assured; It isnot you who speaks; it isthe Holy Breath that
givesthe words and movesthelips.

27) The gospel that you preach will not bring peace, but it will stir the
multitudesto wrath.

28) The carnal man abhorsthetruth, and hewould give hislifeto crush the
tender plant beforethe harvest time.

29) And thiswill bring confusion in the homesthat wer e the homes of stagnant
peace.

30) And brother will give brother up to death; the father will stand by and see
men execute his child; and in the courtsthe child will testify against the sire, and
gladly seeitsmother put to death.

31) And men will hate you just because you speak the name of Christ.

32) Thrice blessed isthe man who shall be faithful in this coming day of wrath!
33) Go now; when you are persecuted in a place, go seek another place.

34) And when you meet a foe too great for you, behold, the son of man isat your
door, and he can speak, and all the hosts of heaven will stand in your defense.
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35) But do not hold your present lifein great esteem.

36) Thetime will come when men will take my life; you need not hopeto be
immune, for they will day you in the name of God.

37) Men call me Bedlzebub and they will call you imps.

38) Be not afraid of what men say and do; they have no power over soul; they
may abuse and may destroy the body of the flesh; but that isall.

39) They do not know the God who holdstheissues of the soul within his hands,
who can destroy the soul.

40) The Chrigt isking today, and men must recognize his power .

41) Hewho loves not the Christ, which isthe love of God, before all else, can
never gain the prize of spirit consciousness.

42) And they who love their parentsor ther children morethan they love the
Christ can never wear the name of Christ.

43) And hewho loves hislife more than he lovesthe Christ cannot please God.
44) And hewho clingsto life shall lose hislife, while he who gives hislife for
Christ will save hislife.

45) When Jesus had thus said he sent the twelve away by twos, and bade them
meet him in Capernaum.

46 And they went out through all the towns of Galilee and taught and healed in
Spirit and in power.
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CHAPTER 123

Jesus gives hisfinal chargeto the foreign masters and sends them forth as apostles
to theworld. He goesaloneto Tyre and abidesin Rachel'shome. Healsan
obsessed child. Goesto Sidon and then to the mountains of Lebanon. Visits Mount
Hermon, Caesarea-Philippi, Decapolis, Gadara and returns to Capernaum.
Receives the twelve, who give an account of their work.

THE Christine master spent atimein prayer and then he called theforeign
masters, and he said to them,

2) Behold, | sent the twelve apostles unto | srael, but you are sent to all theworld.
3) Our God isone, is Spirit, and istruth, and every man isdear to him.

4) Heisthe God of every child of India, and thefarther east; of Persia, and the
farther north; of Greece and Rome and of the farther west; of Egypt and the
farther south, and of the mighty lands acr oss the seas, and of theisdands of the
seas.

5) If God would send the bread of lifeto one and not to all who have arisen to
the consciousness of life and can receive the bread of life, then he would be
unjust and that would shake the very thr one of heaven.

6) So he has called you from the seven centers of the world, and he has breathed
the breath of wisdom and of power into your souls, and now he sendsyou forth
as bearersof thelight of life, apostles of the human race.

7) Go on your way, and asyou go proclaim the gospel of the Chrigt.

8) And then he breathed upon the mastersand he said, Recelve the Holy Breath;
and then he gave to each the Word of power.

9) And each went on hisway, and every land was blest.

10) Then Jesus went alone across the hills of Galilee and after certain days he
reached the coast of Tyre, and in the home of Rachel he abode.

11) Hedid not advertise his coming for he did not come to teach; hewould
commune with God wher e he could see the water s of the Mighty Sea.

12) But Rachd told the news and multitudes of people thronged her hometo see
theLord.

13) A Grecian woman of Phenecia came; her daughter was obsessed. She said,
14) O Lord, have mercy on my home! My daughter isobsessed; but this| know,
if you will speak the Word she will befree. Thou son of David, hear my prayer!
15) But Rachel said,

Good woman, trouble not the Lord. He did not cometo Tyreto heal; he cameto
talk with God beside the sea.

16) And Jesus said,

Lo, | was sent not to the Greek, nor to Syro-phenicians; | comejust to my
people, |sradl.

17) And then the woman fell down at hisfeet and said,

Lord, Jesus, | implorethat you will save my child.

18) And Jesus said,

Y ou know the common proverb well: It isnot meet that one should give the
children's bread to dogs.
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19) And then the woman said,

Y eaq, Jesus, thisl know, but dogs may eat the crumbsthat fall down from their
master'sboard.

20) And Jesus said,

Such faith | have not seen, no, not among the Jews; sheisnot serf, nor dog.
21) And then he said to her,

According to your faith so let it be.

22) Thewoman went her way and when she came unto her child, lo, shewas
healed.

23) And Jesustarried many daysin Tyre; and then he went hisway and dwelt a
timein Sidon by the sea.

24) And then hejourneyed on. In Lebanon hillsand vales, and in itsgroves he
walked in silent thought.

25) His earthly mission fast was drawing to a close; he sought for strength, and
what he sought he found.

26) Mount Hermon stood beyond, and Jesus fain would knedl beside that
mountain famed in Hebrew song.

27) And then he stood upon Mount Hermon'slofty peaks, and lifting up hiseyes
to heaven hetalked with God.

28) And masters of the olden timesrevealed themselves and long they talked
about the kingdom of the Chrigt;

29) about the mighty worksthat had been done; about the coming conquest of
the cross; about the victory over death.

30) Then Jesusjourneyed on; he went to Caesar ea-Philippi, and in Susanna's
home hetarried certain days.

31) And then he went through all Decapolisto give encour agement to those who
knew him asthe Christ, and to prepare them for the day of Calvary.

32) And then he went to Gadara, and many friends wer e there, to welcome him.
33) And Chuzas, steward of the house of Herod Antipas, wasthere, and Jesus
went aboard the royal ship with him and crossed the sea, and came unto
Capernaum.

34) And when the people knew that Jesus was at home they came to welcome
him.

35) In just alittlewhile the twelve apostles came and told the master all about
their journey over Galilee.

36) They said that by the sacred Word they had done many mighty works; and
Jesus said to them,

Well done.

193
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SECTION XVII

PE

The Third Annual Epoch of the Christine Ministry of Jesus

CHAPTER 124

The Christines cross the sea. Jesus gives to his disciples|essons on secret
doctrines. Teachesthe people.
Feedsfivethousand. Thedisciples start to recross the sea.
A storm arises. Jesus, walking on the waters,
comesto them. Trial of Peter'sfaith. They land in Gennesaret.

THE twelve apostles now had reached the stage of spirit consciousness, and
Jesus could reveal to them the deeper meanings of hismission to the world.

2) Next week the great feast of the Jewswould be observed, and Matthew said,
Shall we not gird oursdves and go unto Jerusalem?

3) But Jesus said,

Wewill not go up to thefeast; thetimeisshort and I have many thingsto say to
you; comeyou apart into a desert place and rest a while.

4) And then they took their boats and crossed the sea, and came into a desert
place near Julius Bethsaida.

5) The people saw them go, and in vast multitudes they followed them.

6) And Jesus had compassion on the anxiousthrong, and he stood forth and
taught them all the day, because they sought a light and wer e like sheep without
afold.

7) And asthe night came on the twelve wer e doubting what the multitudes would
do, and Thomas said,

8) Lord, wearein adesert place; the multitudes have naught to eat and they are
faint from lack of food; what shall we do?

9) And Jesus said,

Go to and feed the multitudes.

10) And Judas said,

Shall we go down and buy two hundred pennies worth of bread for them to eat?
11) And Jesus said,

Golook into our larder and see how many loaves we have.

12) And Andrew said,

We have no bread, but we have found a lad who has five barley loaves and two
small fish; but thiswould not be food enough for onein ten.

13) But Jesus said,

Command these people all to sit upon the grassin companies of twelve; and they
all sat down in companies of twelve.

14) Then Jesustook the loaves and fish, and looking up to heaven he spoke the

195
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sacred Word.

15) And then he broke the bread and gave it to thetwelve; he also gave the fish
unto thetwelve, and said,

Goto and feed the multitudes.

16) And all the people ate and wer e refreshed.

17) There were about five thousand men, a company of little ones, and women
not a few.

18) And when the people all werefilled the master said,

19) Let not acrumb belost; Goto and gather up the pieces of the bread and fish
for othersthat may want.

20) They gathered up the fragments and they filled twelve basketsfull.

21) The people wer e bewildered by thiswondrous act of power; they said,

And now we know that Jesusisthe prophet that our prophets said would come;
and then they said,

All hail theking!

22) When Jesus heard them say, All hail theking! he called the twelve and bade
them take their boats and go before him to the other side;

23) And hewent all alone into a mountain passto pray.

24) The twelve wer e on the sea and hoped to reach Capernaum in just alittle
time, when all at once a fearful storm arose, and they were at the mercy of the
waves.

25) And in thefourth watch of the night the wind became a whirling wind, and
they werefilled with fear.

26) And in the blinding storm they saw a form move on the waves; it seemed to
be a man, one spoke out and said, It isa ghost, a sign of evil things.

27) But John discerned theform and said,

ItistheLord.

28) And then thewind blew not so hard, and Peter, sanding in the midst,
exclaimed:

29) My Lord! my Lord! If thisbetruly you, bid meto cometo you upon the
waves.

30) Theform reached forth hishand and said,

Comeon.

31) And Peter stepped upon the waves and they were solid asa rock; hewalked
upon the waves.

32) He walked until he thought within himsdlf,

What if the waves should break beneath my feet?

33) And then the waves did break beneath hisfeet, and he began to sink, and in
the fearfulness of soul hecried,

O saveme, Lord, or | am lost!

34) And Jesustook him by the hand and said,

O you of littlefaith! why did you doubt?

And Jesusled the way unto the boat.

35) The storm had spent itsforce; the winds wer e still, and they were near the
shore, and when they landed they werein the valley of Gennesar et.
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CHAPTER 125

The Christines are welcomed in Gennesaret. Many follow Jesus for the loaves and
fish.
Hetellsthem of the bread of life. Speaks of hisflesh and blood
as symbols of the bread and water of life.
The people are offended and many of his disciples follow him no more.

THE news soon spread through all the valley of Gennersaret that Jesus and the
twelve had come, and many people cameto see.

2) They brought their sick and laid them at the master'sfeet, and all the day he
taught and healed.

3) The multitudes upon the other sde who had been fed the day before and
other multitudes, went down to seethe L ord; but when they found him not they
sought him in Capernaum.

4) And when they found him not at home, they went on to Gennesaret. They
found him there and said,

Rabboni, when came you to Gennesar et?

5) And Jesus said,

Why areyou come acr oss the sea? you came not for the bread of life;

6) You cameto gratify your selfish selves; you all werefed the other day across
the sea, and you are after mor e of loaves and fish.

7) Thefood you ate was nourishment for flesh that soon must pass away.

8) You men of Galilee, seek not for food that perishes, but seek for food that
feedsthe soul; and, lo, I bring you food from heaven.

9) You ate theflesh of fish, and you wer e satisfied, and now | bring the flesh of
Christ for you to eat that you may live for evermore,

10) Our fathers ate the manna in the wilder ness; and then they ate the flesh of
quail, and drank the waters of a flowing spring that M oses brought out from the
rock; but all of them are dead.

11) The manna and the quail were symbols of the flesh of Christ; the waters of
therock were symbols of the blood.

12) But, lo, the Christ has come; heisthe bread of life that God has given to the
world.

13) Whoever eatsthe flesh of Christ and drinks hisblood shall never die; and he
will hunger nevermore; and he will thirst no more.

14) And they who eat this bread of heaven, and drink these watersfrom the
spring of life cannot be lost; these feed the soul, and purify thelife.

15) Behold, for God has said, When man has purified himself | will exalt him to
the throne of power.

16) Then Jesus and the twelve went to Capernaum; and Jesus went into the
synagogue and taught.

17) And when the Jews, who heard him in Gennesar et, wer e come they said,

18) Thisfellow isbeside himself. We heard him say, | am the bread of life that
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comes from heaven; and we all know that heis but a man, the son of man, who
camefrom Nazareth; we know hismother, and his other kin.

19) And Jesus knew their thoughts; he said to them,

Why murmur you, and reason thus among your selves?

20) The Christ iseverlasting life; he came from heaven; he hasthe keys of
heaven, and no man entersinto heaven except hefills himsaf with Christ.

21) | camein flesh to do the will of God, and, lo, thisflesh and blood arefilled
with Chrigt; and so | am theliving bread that comes from heaven;

22) And when you eat thisflesh and drink this blood you will have everlasting
life; and if you will, you may become the bread of life.

23) And many of the people wer e enraged; they said,

How can this man give us hisflesh to eat, hisblood to drink?

24) And his disciples wer e aggrieved because he said thesethings, and many
turned away and followed him no more.

25) They said,

Thisisafearful thing for him to say, If you eat not my flesh and drink my blood,
you cannot enter into life.

26) They could not comprehend the parable he spoke.

27) And Jesus said,

You stumble and you fall beforethe truth; What will you do when you shall see
thisflesh and blood transmuted into higher form?

28) What will you say when you shall see the son of man ascending on the clouds
of heaven?

29) What will you say when you shall see the son of man sit on the throne of
God?

30) Theflesh isnaught; the spirit isthe quickening power. Thewords| speak
are spirit; they arelife.

31) When Jesus saw the many who had been so loud in their professions of their
faith in him, turn back and go away, he said unto the twelve.

32) Will you desert mein thishour and go away?

33) But Peter said, Lord,

we have no place else to go; you have the words of everlasting life; we know that
you ar e sent to usfrom God.

CHAPTER 126

Scribes and Pharisees visit Jesus. They censure him for eating with unwashed
hands.
He defends his acts and teaches a lesson on hypocrisy. Privately explainsto the
twelve his public teachings.

A COMPANY of scribesand Pharisees came from Jerusalem to learn wherein
the power of Jesuslay.
2) But when they learned that he and his disciples heeded not the custom of the
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Jews, regar ding washing of the hands befor e they ate, they were amazed.

3) And Jesus said,

Hypocrisy is queen among you scribes and Pharisees. Of you | saiah wrote:

4) This people honor me with lips; their hearts are far away. I n vain they worship
me; their doctrines are the dogmas and the creeds of men.

5) You men who pose as men of God, and still reject the laws of God and teach
the laws of men,

6) Stand forth and tell when God gave unto men the ceremonial lawsthat you
observe; and tell these people how the spirit lifeissullied if one washes not
befor e he eats.

7) Hiscritics answered not, and then he said,

8) Hear me, you men of Isradl! Defilement isa creature of the heart. The carnal
mind lays hold of thought, and makes a monstrous bride; thisbrideissin; sinis
a creature of the mind.

9) That which defilesa man isnot the food he eats.

10) The bread and fish and other things we eat, are simply cupsto carry to the
cells of flesh material for the building of the human house, and when their work
isdone asrefusethey are cast away.

11) Thelife of plant and flesh that goesto build the human houseis never food
for soul. The spirit does not feed upon the car casses of animal, or plant.

12) God feedsthe soul direct from heaven; the bread of life comes from above.
13) Theair we breatheis charged with Holy Breath, and he who wills may take
thisHoly Breath.

14) The soul discriminates, and he who wantsthe life of Christ may breatheit in.
According to your faith solet it be.

15) Man isnot a part of hisabiding place; the houseisnot the man.

16) The lower world builds up the house of flesh, and keepsit in repair; the
higher world providesthe bread of spirit life.

17) Thelovdiest lilies grow from stagnant ponds and filthiest muck.

18) Thelaw of flesh demandsthat one should keep the body clean.

19) Thelaw of spirit call for purity in thought and word and deed.

20) Now, when the evening came and they werein the house, the twelve had
many thingsto say, and many questionsto propound.

21) Nathaniel asked,

Waswhat you said about the house of flesh a parable? If so, what doesit mean?
22) And Jesus said, Can you not yet discriminate? Do you not yet perceive that
what a man takesin hismouth defiles him not?

23) Hisfood goes not into hissoul; it ismaterial for flesh and bone and brawn.
24) To spirit everything isclean.

25) That which defilesa man wells up from carnal thoughts; and carnal
thoughts spring from the heart, and generate a host of evil things.

26) From out the heart comes murders, thefts and foolishness. All selfish acts
and sensual deeds spring from the heart.

27) To eat with unwashed hands does not defile the man.

28) And Peter said,

Lord, What you said today has grievoudy offended scribe and Pharisee.
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29) And Jesus said,

These scribes and Pharisees are not the scions of thetree of life; they are not
plants of God; they arethe plantsof men, and every foreign plant shall be
plucked up.

30) Let all these men alone; they are blind guides; they lead a multitude of
people who are blind.

31) Theleadersand the led together walk; together they will fall into the
yawning pits.

CHAPTER 127

The Christines cross the sea to Decapolis. Jesusfinds aretired place where he
privately
teaches the twelve. They remain three days, then go into a village by the sea.

NOW, Jesustook the twelve and with them crossed the sea at night and came
unto the border s of Decapoalis,

2) That he might find a secret place where, all alone, he could reveal to them the
thingsto come.

3) They went into a mountain pass and spent three daysin prayer.

4) Then Jesus said,

Behold, thetimeisnear when | will walk with you in flesh no more.

5) Lo, | havetaught that he who counts hislife of so much worth that he would
giveit not in willing sacrifice to save hisbrother man, isworthy not to enter into
life.

6) Lo, | am come as pattern for the sonsof men, and | have not refrained from
helpfulness.

7) When | had passed the seven testsin Heliopolis, | consecrated lifeand all |
had, to save theworld.

8) In the Judean wilderness| fought the strongest foes of men, and therel
reaffirmed my consecration to the service of my fellow man.

9) In troublesand in trials| have wavered not; when false accusers came, |
answered not.

10) God gave the saving Word to me, and | have often spoken it and healed the
sick, drove unclean spirits out, and raised the dead.

11) And | have shown you howto speak the Word; and | have given you the
Word;

12) In just alittle while we turn our facestoward Jerusalem, and one of you who
hear me now will then betray meinto wicked hands.

13) The scribes and Pharisees will bring false charges up and hale meinto court,
and, by consent of Rome, | will be crucified.

14) Then Peter said,

My Lord, it shall not be. The Roman soldierswill tread on twelve dead men
beforethey reach our Lord.
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15) But Jesus said,

A saviour of theworld cannot resist.

16) | cameto savetheworld and | have taken up your names befor e the highest
courts of heaven, and you have been confirmed as saviours of the world.

17) And not a name, excepting that of him who shall betray, will ever be
disgraced.

18) I go my way, and though my flesh shall pass, my soul will stand beside you
all the way to guide and bless.

19) And wicked men will seizeyou in the streets, and asyou knedl in prayer; will
charge you with somelegal crime, and think they servetheir God by putting you
to death.

20) But falter not; the load will heavy be, but with the consciousness of duty
done, the peace of God will lift the load, dispd the pain and light the way.

21) And we will meet where carnal executioners come not; there we will serve
the crud men, who in their ignorance had tortured usto death.

22) Can we prevent this outrage and this daughter of our lives? If not we are but
creatures of the ebb and flow of carnal things. It would not be a sacrifice of life.
23) But we are master s of the things of time. Lo, we can speak, and all the spirits
of thefire, water, earth and air will stand in our defense.

24) We can command and many legions of the angel world would come and
strike our enemiesto earth.

25) But it isbest that not a power of heaven or earth should cometo our rélief.
And it isbest that even God should veil hisface and seem to hear us not.

26) As| am pattern unto you, so you are patternsfor the human race. We show
by non-resistance that we give our livesin willing sacrifice for man.

27) But my example will not end with death. My body will be laid within atomb
in which no flesh haslain, symbolic of the purity of lifein death.

28) And in thetomb I will remain three daysin sweet communion with the
Christ, and with my Father-God and M ather-God.

29) And then, symboalic of the ascent of the soul to higher life, my flesh within the
tomb will disappear;

30) Will betransmuted into higher form, and, in the presence of you all, | will
ascend to God.

31) Then Jesus and the twelve went to a village by the sea.
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CHAPTER 128

Jesus goes at night to a mountain to pray. Hisdisciples and the villagersfind him

and he teaches them for three days. Feeds four thousand people. The Christines

go to Caesarea-Philippi. They consider the personality of Christ. Peter ischosen
as apostolic leader.

NOW, in the night while the disciples dept, lo, Jesusrose and went aloneinto a
mountain pass, Sx milesaway, to pray.

2) And in the mor ning when the twelve awoke they could not find the Lord, and
all the people of the village sought, and when the sun had passed its highest point
they found him in the mountain pass.

3) And multitudes of people came and brought their sick, and Jesustaught and
healed.

4) And when the night came on the people would not go; they dept upon the
ground that they might be a-near theLord.

5) Three days and nightsthe multitudes remained, and none had aught to eat.
6) And Jesus had compassion and he said,

If I should send the multitudes away they might not reach their homes, for they
arefaint, for some have journeyed many miles.

7) And hisdisciples said,

Wher e shall we get enough of food to feed them all? Therearefour thousand
men, besides the women and the little ones.

8) And Jesus said,

How many loaves have you?

9) They answered,

Seven, and somelittle fish.

10) And Jesus said,

Goto, and seat the people asyou seated them the other day when all the
multitudes werefed, in companies of twelve,

11) And when the people wer e sat down in companies of twelve the loaves and
fish were brought.

12) And Jesuslooked to heaven and spoke the Word; and then he broke the
seven loavesin little bits, and likewise cut the fish.

13) And every bit of bread became a loaf, and every piece of fish became a fish.
14) Thetwelve went forth and gave to every one; the people ate and they were
filled; and all the fragmentsthat were left were gathered up, and therewere
seven basketsfull.

15) And then the people went their ways, and the twelve took boats and cameto
Dalmanatha by the sea.

16) Herethey remained for many days, and Jesustold the twelve about the inner
light that cannot fall;

17) About the kingdom of the Christ within the soul; about the power of faith;
about the secret of the resurrection of the dead; about immortal life, and how
theliving may go forth and help the dead.

18) And then they went into their boats, and came unto the northern coast of
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Galilee, and in Chorazin wherethe kin of Thomaslived, they left their boats and
journeyed on.

19) They cameto Merom, wherethe crystal water s seem to catch the images of
heaven and to reflect the glory of the Lord of hosts.

20) And herethey tarried certain daysin silent thought.

21) And then they journeyed on, and cameinto theland of Caesar ea-Philippi.
22) And asthey walked and talked among themselves, the master said,

What do the people say about the son of man? Who do they think | am?

23) And Matthew said,

Some say that you are David come again; some say that you are Enoch,
Solomon, or Seth.

24) And Andrew said,

| heard aruler of the synagogue exclaim, Thisman is Jeremiah, for he speaks
like Jeremiah wrote.

25) Nathanid said,

Theforeign masterswho werewith usfor atime, declared that Jesusis Gautama
come again.

26) James said,

I think that most the master Jewsbelieve you arethe reappear ance of Elijah on
the earth.

27) And John spoke out and said,

When wewerein Jerusalem | heard a seer exclaim, ThisJesusis none other
than M el chizedek, the king of peace, who lived about two thousand year s ago,
and said that he would come again.

28) And Thomas said,

The Tetrarch Herod thinks that you are John arisen from the dead,;

29) But then his conscience troubles him; the spirit of the murdered John looms
up before him in hisdreams, and haunts him as a spectre of the night.

30) And Jesus asked,

Who do you think | am?

31) And Peter said,

You arethe Chrigt, thelove of God made manifest to men.

32) And Jesus said,

Thriceblessed are you, Simon, Jonas son. You have declared a truth that God
has given you.

33) You are arock, and you shall bea pillar in the temple of theLord of hosts.
34) And your confession isthe cornerstone of faith, arock of strength, and on
thisrock the Church of Chrigt isbuilt.

35) Againgt it all the power s of hades and of death cannot prevail.

36) Behold, | giveto you the keysto open up the door s of safety for the sons of
men.

37) TheHoly Breath will come upon you and the ten, and in Jerusalem you shall
stand before the nations of the earth, and there proclaim the covenant of God
with men.

38) And you shall speak the words of Holy Breath, and whatsoever God requires
of men asearnest of their faith in Christ, you shall make known.
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39) Then turning to thetwelve he said,

What you have heard thisday tell not to any man.

40) Then Jesus and the twelve went up and wer e Susanna's guests for many
days.

CHAPTER 129

Jesusteachesthe people. He takes Peter, James and John and
goes to a high mountain and istransfigured before them.

THE news soon spread that Jesus and the twelve wer e come, and many people
cameto see.

2) And Jesus said,

Behold, you come to see, but that means naught. If you would have the
benedictions of the Chrigt, take up your cross and follow me.

3) If you would giveyour lifefor selfish self, then you will lose your life.

4) If you will giveyour lifein service of your fellow men, then you will save your
life.

5) Thislifeisbut a span, a bauble of today. Thereisalifethat passes not.

6) Whereisyour profit if you gain theworld and lose your soul? What would
you take in payment for your soul?

7) If you would find the spirit life, thelife of man in God, then you must walk a
narrow way and enter through a narrow gate.

8) Theway is Chrigt, the gateis Christ, and you must come up by the way of
Christ. No man comes unto God but by the Chrigt.

9) The kingdom of the Christ will come; yea, some of you who hear me now will
not passthrough the gates of death until you see the kingdom come in power.
10) For seven daysthe master and the twelve remained in Caesar ea-Philippi.
11) Then Jesus, taking Peter, James and John, went forth unto a mountain top
to pray.

12) And ashe prayed a brilliant light appear ed; hisform became asradiant asa
precious stone;

13) Hisface shone like the sun; his garments seemed as white as snow; the son of
man became the son of God.

14) Hewastransfigured that the men of earth might see the possibilities of man.
15) When first the glory camethethree disciples wer e adeep; a master touched
their eyesand said,

Awake and seetheglory of theLord.

16) And they awoke, and saw the glory of the Lord; and more, they saw the
glory of the heavenly world, for they beheld two men from thence stand forth
besdetheLord.

17) And Peter asked the master who awakened them,

Who are these men who stand beside the Lord?

18) The master said,
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These men are Moses and Elijah, who are comethat you may know that heaven
and earth are one; that mastersthere and mastershere are one.

19) Thevell that separatesthe worldsisbut an ether veil. For those who purify
their hearts by faith the vell isrolled aside, and they can see and know that
death isan illusive thing.

20) And Peter said,

Praise God! And then he called to Jesusand he said, My master and my Lord,
thisisthe gate of heaven, and it iswell that we remain.

21) May we go down and bring threetents; atent for you, a tent for Moses, and
for Elijah one?

But Jesus answer ed not.

22) And Moses and Elijah talked with Jesus on the mount. They talked about the
coming trial of theLord;

23) About hisdeath, hisrest within the tomb; about the wonder s of the
resurrection morn; the transmutation of hisflesh, and hisascension on the
clouds of light;

24) And all symbalic of the path that every man must tread; symboalic of the way
the sons of men become the sons of God.

25) Thethree disciples were amazed, and suddenly the ether s wer e sur char ged
with song, and formsaslight asair moved all about the mountain top.

26) And then from out the glory of the upper world they heard a voicethat said,
27) Thisisthe son of man, my chosen one to manifest the Christ to

men. Let all the earth hear him.

28) When the disciples heard the voice they were afraid; they fell upon the
ground and prayed.

29) And Jesus came; hetouched them and he said,

Arise, fear not; lo, | am here.

30) Then they arose, and asthey looked about they saw no one; the men had
gone. The master only stood with them.

31) AsJesus and the three came from the mountain top they talked about the
meaning of the scene, and Jesustold them all; and then he said,

32) Till I haverisen from the dead tell not to any one what you have seen.

33) But the disciples could not compr ehend the meaning of thewords, Till | have
risen from the dead.

34) And Jesustold them once again about hisdeath, and risng from the grave;
about the kingdom of the soul that wasto comein glory and in power.

35) But Peter said,

The scribes have taught that € er the king shall come Elijah must appear.

36) And Jesus said,

Elijah has already come; but scribesand Phariseesreceived him not;

37) And men reviled him, bound him, cast him in a prison cdll, and shouted with
afiend'sdelight to see him die.

38) What men have doneto him, that they will do to me.

39) Then thedisciples understood that Jesus spoke of John whom Herod dew.
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CHAPTER 130

Jesus and the three disciples return to Caesarea-Philippi. The nine had failed to
cure an epileptic child.
Jesus healsthe child and rebukes his disciples for their lack of trust in God.
The Christinesreturn to Capernaum.

WHEN Jesus, Peter, James and John wer e come unto the city's gates a multitude
of people thronged the way.

2) The nine apostleswho went not with Jesusto the mount, had tried to heal an
epileptic child who was obsessed, and they had failed; the people waited for the
coming of the Lord.

3) When Jesus camethe father of the child knelt down before him and implored
his help.

4) He said,

My master, | beseech that you will look in pity on my son, my only child; heisan
epileptic child and suffersgrievoudly.

5) Sometimes hefallsinto thefireand isburned; again hefallsinto the water
and isliketo drown; and many times a day hefalls, he grinds histeeth, the foam
poursfrom his mouth.

6) | took my child to your disciples, and they failed to giverelief.

7) And as he spoke a servant brought the child beforethe Lord (the child spoke
not, for he was dumb), and ingtantly he fell upon the ground, he foamed, he
writhed in agony.

8) And Jesus said,

How long has he been troubled thus?

9) Thefather said,

From infancy; and we have sought in many landsfor help, but found it not; but

| believe that you can speak the Word and heal my son.

10) And Jesus said,

Faith isthe power of God. All things are possiblefor him who in hisheart
believes.

11) Thefather cried, in tears,

Lord, | beieve; help thou mine unbdief.

12) And Jesus spoke the Word of power; the epileptic child lay in a swoon; he
did not breathe, and all the people said,

The child isdead.

13) But Jesustook him by the hand and said:

Arise

and he arose and spoke.

14) The people wer e amazed, and many said,

Thissurely isaman of God, for no such power was ever given to man.

15) Then Jesus and the twelve went to the house, and after they had taken food
and been refreshed, the nine disciples said,

16) Lord, why could we not heal this child? We spoke the Word; but even that
was power less.



207
Aquarian Gospd of Jesus, the Chrigt--Dowling

17) And Jesus said,

Your great successin all your former work has made you car eless, and you
forgot to recognize the power of God.

18) Without the spirit of the Word, the Word islike an idletale; and you forgot
to pray.

19) Thereisno faith without the prayer of faith. Faith isthewings of prayer; but
wings alonefly not.

20) By prayer and faith you can bring down the mountain peaks, and cast them
in the seg; thelittle hillswill skip about like lambs at your command.

21) Thisfailure may be well for you. The great lessonsthat are learned in life
come through thefailuresthat are made.

22) Asthedisciples sat in thoughtful meditation Jesus said,

L et these words sink into your hearts:

23) Thetime has nearly come when you must bear your load alone; that is,
without my presence in the flesh.

24) For | will fall into the hands of wicked men, and they will day meon a
mount beyond Bezetha wall.

25) And men will lay my body in atomb where, by the sacred Word, it will be
guarded and preserved three days, then | will rise again.

26) The twelve wer e sad; they did not under stand, and yet they feared to ask him
to reveal the meaning of hisword.

27) Next day the Christine master and the twelve began their journey of return,
and soon were in Capernaum.

CHAPTER 131

Jesus and Peter pay the half-shekel tax. The disciples contend for the supremacy.
Jesusrebukes them. Teachesthem many practical lessons.
The parable of the good shepherd.

AS Jesus and the twelve wereresting in the house, the tax collector cameto
Peter saying,

Man, do Jesus and your self pay this half-shekel tax?

2) And Peter said,

We pay whatever is assessed.

3) And Jesus said,

From whom do publicans collect this special tax? from strangersor from native
sons?

4) And Peter said,

Thestrangersonly are supposed to pay thistax.

5) Then Jesus said,

Weall are native sons and we are free; but lest we cause contention we will pay
the tax;

but neither had the shekel wherewithal to pay.
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6) And Jesus said,

Gotothesea; cast in ahook and catch a fish and you will find within itsinner
partsa shekd, which take up and pay thetax for you and me.

7) And Peter did as Jesus said; he found theshekel and he paid the tax.

8) Now Jesus heard the twelve dispute among themselves. The spirit of the
carnal salf was moving in their hearts, and they wer e questioning among
themsalves who wasthe greatest in the sight of God and man.

9) And Jesus said,

You men, for shame! The greatest isthe servant of therest.

And then he called to him allittle child; hetook it in hisarmsand said.

10) The greatest isthelittle child, and if you would be great at all you must
become asisthischild in innocence, in truth, in purity in life.

11) Great men scorn not the little things of earth; hewho regards and honors
such a child, regards and honors me, and he who scorns a child, scorns me.

12) If you would enter through the kingdom gate you must be humble asthis
little child.

13) Hear me, you men, Thischild, asevery other child, hasoneto plead its cause
before the throne of God.

14) You scorn it at your peril, men, for lo, | say, its counterpart beholds the face
of God at every moment, every day.

15) And hear me once again, He who shall cause a little one to sscumble and to
fall ismarked, accursed; and it were better far if he had drowned himsdlf.

16) Behold, offences everywhere! Men find occasionsfor to sin and fall, and they
grow strong by risng when they fall;

17) But woe to him who causes other men to ssumble and to fall.

18) Be on your guard, you men of God, lest you congtrain another man to fall;
bewar e lest you fall into sinful ways your selves.

19) Now, if your hands cause you to sin, you better cut them off; for it isbetter
far to have no hands and not be guilty in the sight of God and men, than to be
perfect in your form and lose your soul.

20) And if your feet should cause offence, you better cut them off; for it isbetter
far to enter into life without your feet than fall beneath the curse.

21) And if your eyes, or ears, cause you to sin, you better lose them all than lose
your soul.

22) Your thoughtsand words and deeds will all betried by fire.

23) Remember that you arethe salt of earth; but if you lose the virtues of the
salt, you are but refusein the sight of God.

24) Retain the virtues of the salt of life and be at peace among your selves.

25) Theworld isfull of men who have not in themselvesthe salt of life, and they
arelost. | cometo seek and savethelost.

26) How think you? if a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has
gone astray, will he not leave the ninety and the nine,

27) And go out in the desert ways and mountain topsto seek the one that went
astray?

28) Yes, thisyou know; and if he finds the one that went astray, lo, heisglad,
and hergoicesover it far morethan over all the ninety and the ninethat did not
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go astray.

29) And so thereisregoicing in the courts of heaven when one of human birth
who has goneforth into the ways of sin isfound and brought back to thefold;
30) Yea, thereisjoy, morejoy than over all the righteous men who never went
astray.

31) And John said,

Master, who may seek and save thelost? and who may heal the sick, and cast the
demons out of those obsessed?

32) When we wer e on the way we saw a man who was not one of us cast demons
out and heal the sick.

33) Hedid it by the sacred Word and in the name of Christ? but we forbade
him, for he did not walk with us.

34) And Jesus said,

Y ou sons of men, do you imagine that you own the powers of God?

35) And do you think that all the world must wait for you to do the works of
God?

36) God isnot man that he should have a special carefor any man, and give him
special gifts.

37) Forbid not any man to do the works of God.

38) Thereisno man who can pronouncethe sacred Word, and in the name of
Chrigt restorethe sick, and cast the unclean spirits out, who isnot child of God.
39) The man of whom you speak isonewith us. Whoever gathersin thegrain of
heaven is one with us.

40) Whoever givesa cup of water in the name of Christ isonewith us; so God
shall judge.

CHAPTER 132

Jesus defends a man who has been convicted of stealing bread. Theverdictis
reversed.
The man goes free, and the people supply the needs of his starving family.

A MULTITUDE of people thronged the streets. The officers were on theway to
court with one, a man accused of stealing bread.

2) And in alittle while the man was brought before the judge to answer to the
charge.

3) And Jesus and the twelve wer e there. The man showed in hisface and hands
the hard drawn lines of toil and want.

4) A woman richly clad, the accuser of the man, stood forth and said,

| caught this man mysdf: | know him well, for yesterday he cameto beg for
bread.

5) And when | drove him from my door, he should have known that | would
harbor not a man like him; and then today he came and took the bread.

6) Heisathief and | demand that he be sent tojail.
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7) The servants also testified against the man; he was adjudged a thief, and
officer swer e leading him away.

8) But Jesus standing forth exclaimed,

You officersand judge, be not in haste to lead this man away.

9) Isthisaland of justice and of right? can you accuse and sentence men to
punishment for any crime until they testify themselves?

10) The Roman law will not per mit such travesty on right, and | demand that
you per mit thisman to speak.

11) And then the judge recalled the man and said,

If you have any taleto tell, say on.

12) In tearsthe man stood forth and said,

I have awife and little ones and they are perishing for bread, and | havetold my
story oft, and begged for bread; but nonewould hear.

13) Thismorning when | |eft our cheerless hut in search of work my children
cried for bread, and | resolved to feed them or to die.

14) | took the bread, and | appeal to God, Wasit a crime?

15) Thiswoman snatched the loaf away and threw it to the dogs, and called the
officersand | am here.

16) Good people, do with mewhate'er you will, but save my wife and little ones
from death.

17) Then Jesus said,

Whoisthe culprit in this case?

18) | chargethiswoman asafelon in the sight of God.

19) | chargethisjudge as criminal beforethe bar of human rights.

20) | chargethese servants and these officersas partiesto the crime.

21) | chargethe people of Capernaum with cruelty and theft, because they
heeded not the cries of poverty and want, and have withheld from helpless ones
that which istheirsby every law of right;

22) And | appeal unto these people here, and ask, Are not my charges based on
righteousness and truth?

23) And every man said,

Yes.

24) The accused woman blushed for shame; the judge shrank back in fear; the
officersthrew off the shackles from the man and ran away.

25) Then Jesus said,

Givethisman what he needs and let him go and feed hiswife and little ones.
26) The people gave abundantly; the man went on hisway.

27) And Jesus said,

Thereisno standard law to judge of crime. Thefacts must all be stated € er a
judgment can berendered in a case.

28) You men with hearts; go forth and stand where stood this man and answer
me, What would you do?

29) Thethief thinks every other man a thief and judges him accordingly.

30) The man who judges har shly isthe man whose heart isfull of crime.

31) The courtesan who keeps her wickedness concealed by what she calls
respectability, hasnot a word of pity for the honest courtesan who claimsto be
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just what sheis.
32) | tell you, men, if you would censure not till you arefreefrom sin, theworld
would soon forget the meaning of the word, accused.

CHAPTER 133

The twelve go to the feast in Jerusalem, but Jesus remainsin Capernaum. He
selects
seventy disciples, and sends them out to teach and heal. He goes aloneto the feast
and on hisway he healsten lepers. Heteachesin the temple.

THE harvest feast drew near; the twelve went to Jerusalem, but Jesus did not go
with them; hetarried in Capernaum.

2) Among the multitudesthat followed him were many who went not up to the
feast; they were not Jews.

3) And Jesus called three-score-and -ten of these disciples unto him and said,
The kingdom of the Christ isnot for Jews alone; it isfor every man.

4) Lo, | have chosen twelve to preach the gospdl, first unto the Jews; and they
are Jews.

5) Twelveisthe number of the Jew and seven the number of theall, including
every man.

6) God istheten, the holy Jod.

7) When God and man are multiplied we have thr ee-scor e-and-ten, the number
of the brotherhood of man.

8) And now | send you forth by twos and twos; not to the Jews alone, but unto
every nation under heaven; to Greek and to Assyrian; to the Samaritan; to those
beyond the seas; to every man.

9) You need not go afar, for men of every land are hereand in Samaria.

10) Ariseand go your way; but go in faith; and take no gold nor silver in your
purse; no extra coat or shoes.

11) Goin the sacred name; trust God and you will never come to want.

12) And let thisbe your salutation everywhere, Peace beto all; good will to all.
13) And if the son of peace bein the house, the door will open wide and you will
enter in; and then the holy peace will rest upon that house.

14) The seventy in twos went forth; they went into Samaria, and asthey went
they said,

Peace beto all; good will to all!

15) Repent and turn from sin, and set your housein order, for a son of man who
bearstheimage of the Christ, will come, and you may see hisface.

16) They entered every village of Samaria; they preached in Tyreand in Sdon
by the sea. Some went to Crete, and othersinto Greece, and otherswent to
Gilead and taught.

17) And Jesus, all alone, went to the feast by the Samaria way; and as he went
through Sychar on the way, the lepers saw him and a company of ten called
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from afar and said,

18) Lord Jesus, stay and speak the Word for usthat we may be made clean.
19) And Jesus said,

Go forth and show your selves unto the priests.

20) They went, and asthey went their leprosy was healed. One of theten, a
native of Samaria, returned to thank the master and to praisetheLord.

21) And Jesus said to him,

L o, ten were cleansed; where arethenine? Arise, and go your way; your faith
has made you whole.

22) You haverevealed your heart and shown that you are worthy of the power;
behold the nine will find again their leprous hands and feet.

23) And Jesus went hisway, and while the feast was on he cameinto Jerusalem,
and went into the temple courts.

24) And herebuked the scribes and Pharisees, the priests and doctor s of thelaw
for their hypocrisy and selfishness.

25) The common people wer e amazed; they said, From whence has come the
wisdom of this man? he speaks as speaks a sage.

26) And Jesus said,

| did not learn the wisdom of the Holy One within the schools of men; my
teaching isnot mine; | speak the words of him who sent me here to do hiswill.
27) If any man would know whereof | speak, lo, he must do the will of God. No
man can know except he entersinto life and does the will of God.

28) Now, M oses gave the law; but none of you have kept the law; how can you
judge the worthiness of any man?

29) Oncein these courts| healed a man upon a Sabbath day, and in arageyou
sought to take my life; and now because | tell the truth you seek again to take
my life.

30) A scribe spoke out and said,

Y ou foolish man, you ar e obsessed; who wantsto take your life?

31) The common people said,

Isthis not Jesuswhom the rulerslong have sought to kill? and now he comes
and teachesin the temple courts.

32) If heisguilty of such monstrous crimes, why do they not take him away in
chains?

33) And Jesus said,

You all know me, and know from whence| came; but you know not the God
who sent me here, whose words | speak.

34) The multitudes again stood forth in his defense; they said,

if thisisnot the Christ whom God has promised to reveal to men, will he do
greater workswhen he shall come than doesthisman?

35) The Pharisees and ruling priests wer e angered and they sent their officersto
take him € er he went away. The officerswerefilled with fear; they seized him
not.

36) And Jesus said,

lo, I am here but for alittletimeand then I go my way to him who sent me here
to do hiswill.
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37) You seek me now and you can find me now; thetime will come when you will
seek and will not find, for wherel go you cannot come.

38) The people said,

Wherewill he go that men can find him not? Will he go forth to Greece and
teach the Greeks? or will he goto Egypt or Assyriatoteach?

39) But Jesus answer ed not; unnoticed by the multitudes he left the temple
courts and went hisway.

CHAPTER 134

Jesusteachesin thetemple. Hiswords enrage therulers. Nicodemus defends him.
He spends the night in prayer on Mount Olives. Next day he again teachesin the
temple. An adulteressis brought before him for judgement.

NOW, on thelast day of the feast when multitudes werein the courtways, Jesus
said,

2) Whoever isathirst may cometo meand drink.

3) Hewho bdievesin me and in the Christ whom God had sent, may drink the
cup of life, and from hisinner parts shall streamsof living water s flow.

4) The Holy Breath will over-shadow him, and he will breathe the Breath, and
speak thewords, and livethelife.

5) The people were divided in their views concer ning him. Some said,

Thisman is prophet of theliving God.

6) And otherssaid,

HeisMessiah whom our prophets said would come.

7) And others said,

He cannot bethe Chrigt, for he came down from Galilee; the Christ must come
from Bethlehem where David lived.

8) Again the priests and Pharisees sent officersto bring him into court to answer
for hislife; but when the officersreturned and brought him not,

9) Therulerswereenraged and said,

Why did you not arrest thisman and hale him into court?

10) The officersreplied,

Wenever heard a man speak like this man speaks.

11) In rage the Pharisees stood forth and said,

Have you gone mad? Have you been led astray? Areyou disciples of thisman?
12) Have any of therulers, or the Pharisees believed on him? The common
people! yes, they may believe; they are accur sed; they know not anything.

13) But Nicodemus came before therulersand he said,

Can Jewish judgesjudge a man and sentence him until they hear hisplea? Let
Jesus stand beforethisbar and testify himself.

14) Therulers said,

ThisJesusisawily man, and if we suffer him to speak, hewill rebuke usface to
face, and then the multitudes will laugh and stand in his defense.
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15) And then you know, aswell aswe, that prophets do not come from Galilee.
16) Therulersfelt the force of what the officers and Nicodemus said, and they
said nothing more.

17) And then the people went their way, each to hishome; but Jesus went unto
Mount Olives wher e he spent the night in prayer.

18) But in the morning when the sun had scar cely risen, Jesus came again, and
many people cameto see him in the temple courts, and he sat down and taught
the multitudes.

19) The Pharisees and scribeswere still alert to find a cause wher eby they might
condemn him by the wor ds he spoke.

20) The officers had taken in the very act of crime, a courtesan. As Jesus taught,
they brought thiswoman and set her in the midst and said,

21) Rabboni, thisvile woman has been taken in adultery. The law of M oses says
that such as she shall die, be stoned to death; what do you say should be her
punishment?

22) And Jesus stooped and made a figure on the ground and in it placed the
number of a soul, and then he sat in silent thought.

23) And when the priests demanded that he speak, he said,

L et him who hasno sin stand forth and bethefirst to cast a stoneat her.

24) And then he closed hiseyes, and not a word was said. When he arose and
saw the woman all alone he said,

25) Wher e are the men who brought you here? they who accused?

26) The woman said,

They all are gone; no one was here who could condemn.

27) And Jesus said,

And | condemn you not; go on your way in peace, and Sn no more.

CHAPTER 135

Jesus teachesin the temple. Hereveals some of the deeper meanings of the
Christine ministry.
Therulersare greatly enraged and attempt to stone him, but he disappears.

THE feast was done and Jesus, Peter, James and John were sitting in the temple
treasury.

2) The nine had gone back to Caper naum.

3) The people thronged the temple courtsand Jesus said,

4) | am thelamp; Chrigt isthe ail of life; the Holy Breath the fire. Behold the
light! and he who follows me shall not walk in the dark, but he shall havethe
light of life.

5) A lawyer said,

You witnessfor yoursdf, your witnessisnot true.

6) And Jesus said,

If | dowitnessfor mysalf | speak that which istrue, for | know whencel came
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and wherel go.

7) And no one elsein flesh can testify for me, for none know whence | came, nor
wherel go.

8) My worksbear witnessto thetruth | speak. Asman | could not speak the
words of Holy Breath; and then my Father testifiesfor me.

9) Thelawyer said,

Where doesyour father live?

10) And Jesus said,

You know me not or you would know my Father, and if you knew the Father

you would know the son, because the Father and the son are one.

11) | go my way and you shall find me not; for wherel go you cannot come,
because you do not know the way.

12) You cannot find the way because your heartsare gross, your earsaredull,
your eyes are closed.

13) Thelight of life cannot shine through the murky veil that you have drawn
about your hearts.

14) You do not know the Christ and if the Christ be not within the heart thereis
no light.

15) | come to manifest the Christ to men and you receive me not, and you will
dwell in darkness and in the shadow of the gravetill you believe the words |
speak.

16) But you will vilify the son of man, and lift him up and laugh to see him die.
17) But then alittle light will come and you will know that | am what | am.

18) The people did not comprehend the meaning of the wor ds he spoke.

19) And then he spoke unto the people who believed in him and said,

If you abidein Christ, and Christ abidein you, and if you keep my words within
your heart,

20) You aretheway, you aredisciplesin theway, and you shall know what isthe
truth, and truth shall makeyou free.

21) And till the people did not under stand; they said,

We arethe seed of Abraham and are already free; we never wer e the daves of
any man; why do you say, We shall be free?

22) And Jesus said,

Do you not know that every one committing sin isdave of sin? abidesin bondage
untosin?

23) If you sin not then you arefree; but if you sin in thought, or word, or deed,
then you are daves, and naught but truth can set you freeg; if you arefree
through Chrigt, then you are free indeed.

24) You arethe seed of Abraham, and yet you seek to kill mejust because |
speak thetruth of Abraham.

25) You arethe children of theflesh of Abraham; but, lo, | say, Thereisa
siritual Abraham whom you know not.

26) In spirit you are children of your father, and your father is Diabolos; you
hang upon hiswordsand do hiswill.

27) Hewasa murderer from thefirst; he cannot tell the truth, and when hetells
alie he speaks hisown; heishimself alie, and heisfather of himself.
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28) If you wer e children of my Father-God, then you could hear the wor ds of
God; | speak thewords of God, but you can hear them not.

29) A Pharisee stood forth and said,

Thisfellow isnot one of usheisa crust Samaritan and is obsessed.

30) But Jesus heeded not the words of Pharisee or scribe; he knew that all the
people knew hewas a Jew.

31) And then he said,

Whoever kegps my words shall never die.

32) A lawyer said,

And now we know heis obsessed. Our father Abraham isdead; the prophetsall
aredead, and yet thisfelow says, Whoever keeps my words shall never die.
33) Isthisman greater than our Father Abraham? |s he above the prophets?
and all of them are dead.

34) And Jesus said,

Your father Abraham regoiced to see my day; he saw it and was glad.

35) The lawyer said,

You smple man; you are not fifty years of age; have you seen Abraham?

36) And Jesus said,

Before the days of Abraham | am.

37) Again the scribes and Phariseeswerein arage; they took up stonesto cast at
him, but, like a phantom of the night, he disappear ed; the people knew not
wher e he went.

CHAPTER 136

Jesusteachesin the temple. Relatesthe parable of the good Samaritan.
Goesto Bethany. Teachesin Lazarus home. Rebukes Martha for her anxiety
about the things of thislife.

AND Jesus stood again within the temple courts and taught.

2) A master of the law was sent to question him that he might find a causeto
censure and accuse him of a crime.

3) He said,

Lord, tdl mewhat to do that | may have eternal life?

4) And Jesus said,

You know the law; what doesit say?

5) The lawyer answered,

You shall lovetheLord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all
your strength, with all your mind, and you shall love your neighbor as your seif.
6) And Jesus said,

L o, you have answered well; thisdo and you shall live.

7) Thelawyer said,

My neighbor, who ishe?

8) And Jesus said,
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A man was going from Jerusalem to Jericho, and lo, he met with robberson the
way, who beat him, robbed him of his goods, and left him bleeding by the way.

9) A Pharisee was going down that way; he saw the wounded man; but then he
had no timeto lose; he passed by on the other side.

10) A Levite came and saw the man; but he wasloath to sal his sacerdotal robes,
and he passed by.

11) A lawyer on hisway to Jericho observed the dying man, and then he said, If

I could make a shekel | might help the man; but he has nothing left to give, |
have no timefor charity; and he passed on.

12) And then a stranger from Samaria came that way; he saw the wounded man;
his heart was touched with pity, and he stopped, dismounted from his hor sg,

13) Revived the man, and placed him on his horse and took him to an inn and
charged the keeper of theinn to nurse him back to strength.

14) He gave the keeper all the money that he had and said, Your charges may be
mor e than this, but carefor thisunfortunate, and when | come again | will pay
al; and then he went hisway.

15) Now, master of the law, which of these four was neighbor unto him who fell
among the thieves?

16) The lawyer said,

The man who showed him mercy; hewho cared for him.

17) And Jesus said,

Go on your way and likewise do, and you shall live.

18) Now, Jesus, Peter, James and John went out to Bethany where L azarus lived.
19) And Mary sat at Jesus feet and heard him speak the words of life while
Martha served.

20) And Martha called, but Mary would not leavethe Lord to help her serve.
21) And Martha said to Jesus,

Do you not carethat Mary makes me bear the burdens of the serving all the
day? | beg that you will bid her help.

22) And Jesus said,

You aretoo anxious, Martha, for your guests; you need not trouble so about the
things of life.

23) You grow a-weary by your carefor littlethings and dight the one thing
needed most of all.

24) Your sister here has chosen far the better part, a part that none can take
away.

CHAPTER 137

Jesus and hisdisciplesgo into aretired place to pray. Jesusteaches Lazarus
how to pray. The model prayer. The value of importunate prayer.
Parable of the importunate housewife.
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NOW, in the evening Jesus, Peter, James and John, with Lazar us, went out
beyond the village gatesto pray. And Lazarus said,

Teach meto pray.

2) And Jesus said,

The prayer | taught the twelve to pray whilewewere up in Galileeisone
acceptable to God; and when you pray just say,

3) Our Father-God who art in heaven; holy is thy name; thy kingdom
come; they will be done on earth asit isdone in heaven;

4) Give usthis day our needed bread,;

5) Help usforget the debts that other people owe to us, that all our
debts may be discharged;

6) And shield us from the tempter's snares that are too great for usto
bear;

7) And when they come, give us the strength to overcome.

8) And Jesus said,

Theanswer to your prayer may not appear in fullnessin alittletime.

9) Be not discouraged; pray again and then again, for God will hear.

10) And then he spoke a parable; he said,

A housawife was alone at night and, lo, some guestsarrived, and they were
hungry, having had no food for all the day.

11) The housewife had no bread, and so at midnight she went forth and called a
friend and said, L oan me threeloaves of bread, for guests have come, and | have
naught for them to eat.

12) Thefriend replied, Why do you trouble me at midnight hour? My door is
shut; my children arewith mein bed; | cannot riseto give you bread; tomorrow
you can be supplied.

13) The housewife asked again, and then again, and then because she pled, and
would not berefused, the friend ar ose and gave her bread.

14) Behold, | say to you, Ask firmly and you shall receive; seek trustingly and
you shall find; knock ear nestly, the door will open up.

15) All things are yours, and when you ask, not as a begging man would ask, but
asa child, you shall be satisfied.

16) A son may ask hisfather for aloaf of bread; thefather will not giveto him a
stone;

17) Or hemay ask him for afish; hewill not givea crab; or he may ask him for
an egg; thefather will not give a pebble from the brook.

18) Behold, if men of flesh know how to give abundantly to children of the flesh,
will not your heavenly Father give abundantly to you when you shall pray?

CHAPTER 138

The Christinesin Jerusalem. They meet a man blind from birth. Jesusteaches
a lesson on the cause of disease and disasters. He heals the blind man.
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THE Lord with Peter, James and John werein Jerusalem; it wasthe Sabbath
day.

2) And asthey walked along the way they saw a man who could not see; he had
been blind from birth.

3) And Peter said,

Lord, if disease and imperfections all are caused by sin, who wasthe sinner in
this case? the parents or the man himself?

4) And Jesus said,

Afflictionsall are partial paymentson a debt, or debts, that have been made.

5) Thereisalaw of recompensethat never fails, and it issummarized in that
trueruleof life:

6) Whatsoever man shall do to any other man some other man will do to him.

7) In thiswe find the meaning of the Jewish law, expressed concisdly in the
words, Tooth for atooth; lifefor alife.

8) Hewho shall injure any onein thought, or word, or deed, isjudged a debtor

to the law, and some one ese shall, likewise, injure him in thought, or word or
deed.

9) And he who sheds the blood of any man will come upon the time when his
blood shall be shed by man.

10) Affliction isa prison cell in which a man must stay until he pays his debts
unlessa master setshim freethat he may have a better chance to pay his debts.
11) Affliction isa certain sign that one has debtsto pay.

12) Behold thisman! Oncein another life hewasa crud man, and in a cruel way
destroyed the eyes of one, a fellow man.

13) The parents of thisman once turned their faceson a blind and helpless man,
and drove him from their door.

14) Then Peter asked,

Do we pay off the debts of other men when by the Word we heal them, drivethe
unclean spiritsout, or rescue them from any form of sore distress?

15) And Jesus said,

We cannot pay the debts of any man, but by the Word we may release a man
from his afflictions and distress,

16) And make him free, that he may pay the debts he owes, by giving up hislife
in willing sacrificefor men, or other living things.

17) Behold, we may make free this man that he may better servetheraceand
pay his debts.

18) Then Jesus called the man and said, Would you be free? would you receive
your sight?

19) Theman replied,

All that I havewould | most freely giveif | could see.

20) And Jesustook saliva and a bit of clay and made a salve, and put it on the
blind man's eyes.

21) He spoke the Word and then he said,

Go to Siloam and wash, and as you wash say, Jahhevahe. Thisdo for seven times
and you shall see.

22) The man was led unto Siloam; he washed his eyes and spoke the word, and



220
Aquarian Gospd of Jesus, the Chrigt--Dowling

instantly his eyes were opened and he saw.

23) The people who had seen the man for many years sit by the way and beg,
wer e much surprised to see him see.

24) They said,

Isnot this man the Job that was born blind, who sat beside the way and begged?
25) He heard them talk among themselves; he said,

Yes| am he.

26) The people asked,

How wer e you healed? who opened up your eyes?

27) He said,

A man whom men call Jesus, made a salve of clay and put it on my eyes, and
bade me say a word and wash in Siloam seven times; | did as he commanded me,
and now | see.

28) A certain scribe was passing, and he saw the man and heard him say that
Jesus, by the Word, had opened up his eyes.

29) Hetherefore took the man up to the synagogue, and told the story to the
priests, who asked the man about the miracle.

30) Theman replied,

| never saw thelight until today, for | wasblind from birth.

31) Thismorning as| sat beside Silloam, a man | never knew put on my eyesa
salve that people say he made of clay; he bade me say a word and bathe my eyes
In water seven times; | did as he commanded and | saw.

32) A lawyer asked the man,

Who wasit opened up your eyes?

33) Theman replied,

Some people say, Hisname is Jesus and that he came from Galilee; but others
say, Heisthe son of God.

34) A Pharisee came up and said,

Thisisthe Sabbath day; a man who doesa work likethis, regarding not the
Sabbath day, isnot from God.

35) Some of the priests were much amazed and said,

A wicked man could never do a miraclelikethis; he must possess the power of
God.

And so they strove among themselves.

36) They asked the man,

What do you think about this man from Galilee?

37) He said,

Heisa prophet sent from God.

38) Now, many of the Jews did not believe the man wasblind from birth; they
said,

Thereisno power to open up the eyes of one born blind.

39) And then they brought the parents of the man befor e the Phariseesthat they
might testify.

40) They said,

Thisisour son who was born blind; we do not know how hereceived hissight;
heis of age and he can tell; ask him.
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41) They were afraid to say what they believed, that Jesusisthe Christ who
cameto manifest the power of God, lest they offend the priestsand be cast from
the synagogue.

42) Again therulerssaid,

ThisJesusisawicked man.

The man who had been healed stood forth again and said,

43) ThisJesus may be sinner or be saint, | do not know; but thisonething |
know; | oncewas blind, but now | see.

44) And then the scribes and Phariseesreviled the man and said,

You areafollower of thisman from Galilee. We follow Moses, but this man, we
know him not, and know not whence heis.

45) Theman replied,

It isamarve that you know not whence heis, and yet he opened up my eyes.
46) You know that nothing but the power of God can do such things.

47) God hearsnot snnerspray, and you must know that heisnot awicked man
who can employ the power of God.

48) The Phariseesreplied,

You wretch! you wer e begotten and wereborn in sin, and now you try to teach
thelaw to us.

And then they cast him from the synagogue.

CHAPTER 139

Jesus meets and instructs the man who was blind. Unfolds the mysteries of the
kingdom.
The sheepfold. Declares himself the shepherd. Goesto the home of Massalian,
where he abides ceratin days.

WHEN Jesus heard what had been done and how the priests had cast the man
whom he had healed, out of the synagogue, he found the man and said to him,
2) Do you believein God and in the son of God?

3) Theman replied,

| do believein God; but whois he, the son of God, of whom you speak?

4) And Jesus said,

The son of God ishewho speaksto you.

5) Theman inquired then,

Why do you say, The son of God? Isthere but one?

6) And Jesus said, All men are sons of God by birth; God isthe Father of the
race; but all are not the sons of God by faith.

7) Hewho attainsthe victory over self isson of God by faith, and he who speaks
to you has overcome, and heis called son of God, because heisthe pattern for
the sons of men.

8) He who believes and does the will of God isson of God by faith.

9) Theman in joy exclaimed,

221
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Lord, | believein God, and in the son of God.

10) And Jesus said,

| came to open prison doors, to make the blind to see; but, lo, the Phariseesare
blind from birth.

11) And when | put the salve of truth upon their eyes, and bid them go and
wash, and speak the sacred Word they will not go; they love the dark.

12) A multitude of people pressed about the Lord, and he stood forth and said,
13) You men of Israd, | say to you, Thefold of God islarge; itswalls are strong,
it has a gateway in the east, and he who does not enter by the gateinto thefold,
but climbsinto the fold some other way, isthief and comesto rob.

14) The shepherd of the sheep stands by the gate; he givesthe secret sign; he
knocks, the watchman opens up the gate.

15) And then the shepherd calls his sheep by name; they hear hisvoice and
follow him; they enter through the gateinto the fold.

16) The sheep know not a stranger's voice; they will not follow him; they flee
away.

17) The people did not under stand the par able that Jesus spoke; and then he
said,

18) Christ isthe gateway of thefold; | am the shepherd of the sheep, and hewho
follows me through Christ shall comeinto thefold whereliving water s flow, and
whererich pasturesare.

19) False prophets come and go; they claim to be the shepherds of the sheep;
they claim to know the way; but they know not the word of power; the
watchman opens not the gate; the sheep heed not their call.

20) The shepherd of the sheep will give hislife to save the sheep.

21) A hirding fleesto save hislife when wolvesinfest the fold; and then the
tender lambs are snatched away, the sheep ar e scattered everywhere.

22) | am the shepherd of the sheep; | know the sheep of God; they know my
voice, as God knowsmeand | know him.

23) The Father loves mewith a deathlesslove, because | lay my life down for the
sheep.

24) | lay my lifedown when | will, but | may take it up again; for every son of
God by faith has power to lay hismortal flesh aside and take it up again. These
words| have received from God.

25) Again the people strove among themselves; they were divided in their views
concerning Christ. They could not comprehend the words that Jesus spoke.

26) Some said again,

Heisobsessed, or heismad; why listen to hiswords?

27) And otherssaid,

Hiswords are not the wor ds of one obsessed. Can unclean spirits open up the
eyes of one born blind?

28) Then Jesusleft Jerusalem and with Massalian hetarried certain days.

CHAPTER 140
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Jesus and the three disciples return to Capernaum. Jesus receives the report
of the seventy. With his disciples he goesthrough all Galilee encouraging the
believers. He heals a woman.

Relates the parable of thelittle seed and the great tree.

THE timehad comefor thereturn of the three score and ten whom Jesus sent
abroad to preach.

2) And Jesus, Peter, James and John began their journey back to Galilee.

3) They went up through Samaria; they passed through many villages and
towns, and everywher e the people thronged the ways to see the man the seventy
had told about; and Jesus taught and healed the sick.

4) And when they reached Capernaum the seventy werethere; and they were
filled with joy; they said,

5) The Spirit of the Lord of hostswas with us all the way, and we wer efilled.

6) The power of the sacred Word was manifest in us; we healed the sick; we
caused thelameto walk, the deaf to hear, the blind to see.

7) Thevery devilstrembled when we spoke the Word, and they wer e subject
unto us.

8) And Jesus said,

Asyou were going on your way, the heavens wer e bright with light, the earth
was bright, they seemed to meet and be at one; and | beheld, and Satan fell as
lightning from the heavens.

9) Behold, for you have power to tread on serpentsand on scor pions, and these
are symbols of the enemies of men. You are protected in theway of right, and
naught can harm.

10) And asyou went | heard a master say, Well done.

11) But you may not r g oice because you have the power to heal the sick and
make the devilstremble by the Word; for such rgoicing isfrom carnal sdf.

12) Y ou may rgoice because the nations of the earth have earsto hear the Word,
and eyesto seetheglory of theLord, and heartsto feel theinner breathing of the
Holy Breath.

13) And you may well be glad because your names are written in the Book of
Life.

14) Then Jesuslooked to heaven and said,

| thank thee, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast revealed
thysdlf to babes, and taught them how to light the path and lead the wise to thee.
15) What thou hast given to me, lo, | have given to them, and through the sacred
Word | have bestowed on them the under standing heart,

16) That they might know and honor theethrough Christ, who was, and is, and
evermore shall be.

17) And then he said aside, unto the seventy and twelve,

Most blessed ar e your eyes because you see the things you see;

18) And blessed are your ears because they hear thethingsthey hear;

19) And blessed areyour hearts because you under stand.

20) In agesthat are gone the wise of earth, the prophets, seersand kings, desired
to hear and see and know what you have heard and seen and known; but they
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had not attained and could not hear, and see and know.

21) And Jesus said again,

Lo, I have gone before you many moons, and | have given to you the bread of
heaven and the cup of life;

22) Have been your buckler and your stay; but now that you have learned the
way, and have the strength to stand alone, behold, | lay my body down and go to
him who isthe All.

23) In forty daysthen wewill turn our facestoward Jerusalem wherel will find
the altar of the Lord and give my lifein willing sacrifice for men.

24) Let usarise and go through all the coasts of Galilee, and give a salutation of
good cheer to all the sonsof God by faith.

25) And they ar ose and went; they entered every town and village on the coast,
and everywherethey said,

The benedictions of the Christ abide with you for evermore.

26) Now, in a certain town they went up to the synagogue upon the Sabbath day,
and Jesustaught.

27) And as he spoke, two men brought on a cot a woman bent near double with
disease; she had not risen from her bed for eighteen yearswithout a helping
hand.

28) And Jesuslaid his hand upon the woman, and he said,

Arise, befreefrom your infirmity.

29) And as he spoke the Word the woman found that she was straight and
strong, and she arose and walked and said,

Praise God.

30) Theruler of the synagogue wasfilled with wrath because the healer healed
upon the Sabbath day.

31) Hedid not censure Jesusfaceto face, but turning to the multitudes he said,
32) You men of Galilee, why do you break thelaws of God? Therearesix daysin
every week when you may bring the afflicted to be healed.

33) Thisisthe day that God has blessed, the Sabbath day in which men may not
work.

34) And Jesus said,

You inconsistent scribes and Pharisees! Upon the Sabbath day you take your
beasts of burden from their stalls, and lead them forth to eat and drink; isthis
not work?

35) Thisdaughter of your father Abraham, who has been bound for eighteen
years, has comein faith to be madefree.

36) Now, tell me, men, isit acrimeto break her bonds and set her free upon the
Sabbath day?

37) Theruler said no more; the peopleall rgoiced and said,

Behold the Christ!

38) And Jesus spoke a parable; he said,

Thekingdom of the Chrigt islike a little seed that one put in the ground;

39) It grew and after many year s became a mighty tree, and many people rested
in its shade, and birds built nests and reared their young among its leafy boughs.
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CHAPTER 141

Jesus speaks words of encouragement. Rebukes an officious Pharisee.
Attends a wedding feast. Heals a dropsical man. Rebukes guests who seek chief
seats.

Relates a parable of a wedding feast.

AND Jesus went into another town upon the coast and spoke good wor ds of
cheer to those who followed him.

2) And one stood forth and said,

Lord, aretherefew that enter into life?

3) And Jesus said,

Theway isrough that leadsto life; the gateis narrow and is guarded well; but
every onewho seeksin faith shall find the way, and they who know the Word
may enter in.

4) But many seek theway for sdlfish gain; they pound upon the gate of life; but it
isfast.

5) Thewatchman from theturret says, | know you not; your speech isthat of
Ashdod, and your robesarethose of sin; depart and go your way.

6) And they will go their way with weeping and with gnashing of the teeth.

7) And they will be enraged when they seetheir father Abraham with |saac,
Jacob and the prophets, resting in the kingdom of the Christ, and they
themselves debarred.

8) And, lo, I say that men will come from lands afar, from east, from west, from
north, from south and sit with me in consciousness of life.

9) Behald, | say, thelast shall bethefirst, thefirst shall bethelast.

10) All men are called unto the kingdom of the Christ; but few are chosen, for
the purein heart alone can see theking.

11) And as he spoke a Pharisee came up and said,

You man of Galilee, if you would save your life remain not here; flee instantly,
for Herod swearsthat he will take your life, and even now hisofficersare
seeking you.

12) And Jesus said,

Why isit that the Pharisees are so concer ned about my life?

And then he said unto the man who spoke,

13) Goforth and say to that dy fox, Behold, | heal the sick and cast the unclean
spirits out today, tomorrow, and the daysto come, and then | will attain.

14) Go say to him, | need not fear in Galilee, for | must meet the cruel wrath of
men within Jer usalem.

15) And whilethey tarried in the place a man, a Pharisee, invited Jesusand a
few of those who followed him, to dine with him upon the Sabbath day, to
celebrate the marriage of hisson.

16) Among the guests was one afflicted with a dropsical disease.

17) And Jesus said to those who had been sent to get from his own lips some
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wor ds by which they might accuse him of a crime,

18) You lawyer sand you Pharisees, what do you say about the lawlessness of
healing on the Sabbath day? Hereisa man, one of your own, and heissore
distressed.

19) Shall I, in God's own strength, say out the healing Word and heal this man?
20) Thelawyers and the Pharisees were dumb; they answered not.

21) Then Jesus spoke the healing Word and healed the man and he, rgoicing,
went hisway.

22) Then Jesus said again unto the lawyersand the Pharisees,

Which one of you who hasa horse or cow, if it would fall into a pit upon the
Sabbath day would not call in hisfriendsto help to draw it out?

23) And not a man could answer, Heream 1.

24) As Jesuslooked upon the guests who had been bidden to the feast and saw
them crowdingin to get the highest seats, he said to them,

25) You sdfish men, why do you strive to take the highest seats when you are but
invited guests? You do not show our host the courtesies of life.

26) When men are bidden to a marriage feast they should sit in the lower seats
until the host shall place them where hewills.

27) You may, unbidden, take the highest seat; but then a man more honorable
may come and when the host shall bid you rise and take a lower seat that he may
honor his more worthy guest, you cannot help but blush for very shamein your
humility.

28) But if you take thelowest seat and then are honored by your host and asked
to take a higher seat, you are esteemed an honored guest.

29) In thisevent we notea principlein life, That he who would exalt himself
shall be abased, and he who humbleslow himself shall be exalted in the sight of
men.

30) Then Jesus spoketo all the guests; he said,

When any one of you would make a feast, it should not befor friends, or
kindred, or therich;

31) For they consider such a courtesy loaned out, and they fed called upon to
make a greater feast for you, just in the payment of a debt.

32) But when you make a feadt, invite the poor, the lame, the blind; in thisa
blessng waitsfor you, for well you know that you will get naught in return; but
in the consciousness of helping those who need, you will be recompensed.

33) And then he spoke a parable; he said,

A wealthy man prepared a feast; he sent his servantsforth to bid his chosen ones
to come; but they desired not to go, and they formed such excuses asthey
thought would satisfy the would-be host.

34) Onesaid, | have just bought a piece of land, and | must go and prove my title
totheland; | pray to be excused.

35) Another said | must go down and prove my owner ship in sheep that | have
bought; | pray to be excused.

36) Another said, | have been married but alittletimeand so | cannot go; | beg
to be excused.

37) Now, when the servants came and told the man who had prepared the feast
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that those he had invited would not come,

38) Theman was grieved in heart; and then he sent his servantsforth into the
streets and alleys of thetown to bring up to the feast the poor, the lame, the
blind.

39) The servants went abr oad and found the poor, the lame, the blind, and
brought them in; but there wasroom for more.

40) The host then sent his men of armsto bring by for ce the people to hisfeast;
and then the house was full.

41) And God has made a feast for men. Long years ago he sent his servantsforth
unto the favored sons of men. They would not hear hiscall; they came not to the
feast.

42) He then sent forth his servantsto the strangersand the multitudes, they
came, but thereisroom for more.

43) Behold, for he will send his angelsforth with mighty trumpet blast, and men
will be compelled to come up to the feast.

CHAPTER 142

The path of discipleship, itsdifficulties. The crossand itsmeaning.
The danger of wealth. The young man who loved wealth more than he loved
Christ.

Parable of the rich man and Lazarus.

NOW, Jesus and the twelve went to another town, and asthey entered it they
said,

Peace be to all; good will to all.

2) A multitude of people followed and the master said to them,

Behold, for you arefollowersfor selfish gain.

3) If you would follow mein love, and be disciples of the Holy Breath, and gain
at last the crown of life, you must leave all thereisof carnal life behind.

4) Be not deceived; stay, men, and count the cost.

5) If onewould build a tower, or a home, hefirst stsdown and countsthe cost to
be assured that he has gold enough to finish it.

6) For well heknowsthat if he makesafailure of hisenterprise he may lose all
hiswealth, and be the butt of ridicule.

7) And if aking desiresto take the kingdom of another king, he calls histrusted
men and they consder well their strength; he will not measure armswith one of
matchless power .

8) Count well the cost before you start to follow me; it meansthe giving up of
life, and all you have.

9) If you lovefather, mother, wife, or child, morethan lovethe Christ, you
cannot follow me.

10) If you love wealth or honor morethan you love the Christ, you cannot follow
me.
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11) The paths of carnal life do not run up the mountain side towar dsthe top;
they run around the mount of life, and if you go straight to the upper gate of
consciousness you cross the paths of carnal life; tread in them not.

12) And thisishow men bear the cross; no man can bear another's cross.

13) Take up your crossand follow methrough Chrigt into the path of true
discipleship; thisisthe path that leadsto life.

14) Thisway of lifeis called the pear| of greatest price, and he who findsit must
put all he has beneath hisfeet.

15) Behold, a man found in a certain field the croppings of a wondrous mine of
gold, and he went forth and sold hishome and all he had and bought thefidd;
then hergoiced in wealth.

16) Now, there wer e present, scribes and Pharisees of wealth who loved their
money, and their bonds and lands, and they laughed loud to scorn what Jesus
said.

17) Then Jesus spoke to them and said,

You arethe men who justify your selvesin sight of men; God knows your
wickedness of heart;

18) And you must know, O men, that whatsoever isrevered and is exalted by the
carnal mind, isan abomination in the sight of God.

19) And Jesuswent hisway, and as he went a young man ran and knelt down at
hisfeet and said,

Good magter, tell mewhat to do that | may have eternal life.

20) And Jesus said,

Why do you call me good? No oneistruly good but God himself.

21) And God has said, If you would enter into life, keep the Commandments of
thelaw.

22) The young man asked,

Towhich commandsdid herefer?

23) And Jesus said,

Y ou shall not kill; you shall not steal; you shall not do adulter ousthings; you
shall not falsely testify;

24) And you shall love your God with all your heart, and you shall love your
neighbor as your self.

25) Theman replied,

Thesethings | have observed from youth; what lack | yet?

26) And Jesus said,

Onething you lack; your heart isfixed on things of earth; you are not free.
27) Goforth and sdl all that you have, and give your money to the poor, and
come follow me, and you shall have eternal life.

28) The man was grieved at what the master said; for hewasrich; he hid hisface
and went in sorrow on hisway.

29) And Jesus looked upon the sorrowing man and said,

It isso hard for men with hoarded wealth to enter through the door into the
kingdom of the soul.

30) And hisdisciples were amazed at what he said.

31) He answered them and said,
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| tell you, men, that they who trust in riches cannot trust in God and cannot
come into the kingdom of the soul:

32) Yeaq, it iseasier for acamel to go through a needl€'s eyethan for a man with
hoarded wealth to find the way of life.

And hisdisciples said,

Who then can find the way? Who can be saved?

33) And Jesus said,

Therich may give hisgold away; the high may kissthe dust, and God will save.
34) Then Jesus spoke thisparableto them:

35) A rich man lived in splendid state; he wor e the finest gar ments men could
make; hisboardswereloaded with the costliest viands of the land.

36) A beggar, blind and lame, whose name was L azar us, was wont to sit beside
the waste gate of this home that he might share with dogs the refuse from the
rich man'sboard.

37) It cameto passthat Lazarusdied, and angels carried him away unto the
bosom of our father Abraham.

38) Therich man also died, and he was buried in a costly tomb; but in the
purifying fires he opened up his eyes dissatisfied.

39) Helooked and saw the beggar resting peacefully in the bosom of hisfather
Abraham, and in the bitterness of his soul hecried,

40) My father Abraham, look down in mercy on your son; | am tormented in
these flames.

41) Send Lazarus, | beseech, that he may give mejust a sup of water to cool my
par ched tongue.

42) But Abraham replied, My son, in mortal life, you had the best things of the
earth and Lazarus had the wor &, and you would not give him a cup of water
there, but drove him from your door.

43) Thelaw must be fulfilled, and L azarus now is comforted, and you ar e paying
what you owe.

44) Besides, thereisa great gulf fixed between your zone and us, and if | would |
could not send Lazarusto you, and you cannot come up to ustill you have paid
your debts.

45) Again the man in anguish said, O father Abraham, | pray, send Lazarus
back to earth, and to my father's house, that he may tell my brotherswho are
yet in life, for | have five of them, about the horrors of this place, lest they come
down to me and not to you.

46) And Abraham replied, They have the words of Moses and the seers, let them
hear them.

47) Theman replied, They will not hearken to the written word; but if aman
would go up from the grave they might believe.

48) But Abraham replied, If they hear not the words of M oses and the seersthey
would not be persuaded even though one from the dead stood in their midst.

49) And Peter said,

Lord, we haveleft our all to follow you; and what isour reward?

50) And Jesus said,

Most verily | say to you, that you who have left all to follow me shall comeinto a
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newness of alife hid deep with Christ in God.

51) And you shall St with me upon the throne of power, and judge with methe
tribesof Isradl.

52) And he who conquers carnal sef, and follows me through Chrigt shall havea
hundred fold of that which isthe wealth of life on earth, and in the world to
come, eternal life.

CHAPTER 143

Righteousness in rewards. Jesusrelates the parable of the husbandman and the
laborers.
Makes known the divine law of divorce. The mystery of marriage.

THE Lord was standing by the sea; the multitudes were there and one stood
forth and said,

2) Does God bestow rewar ds as men bestow rewards, for what is done?

3) And Jesus said,

Men never know what other men have done, thislifeissuch a seeming life.

4) One man may seem to do a mighty work, and be adjudged by men asworthy
of agreat reward.

5) Another man may seem to be a failurein the harvest fields of life, and be
dishonored in the face of men.

6) Men do not know the hearts of men; God only knowsthe hearts of men, and
when the day isdone he may reward with lifethe man who fell beneath the
burdens of the day, and turn away the man who wasthe idol of the hearts of
men.

7) And then he spoke a parable; he said,

Thekingdom of the soul islike a man who had a vast estate.

8) And in the mor ning time he went down to the market place to search for men
to gather in hisgrain.

9) Hefound three men, and he agreed to give to each a penny for his service for
the day, and sent them to hisfield.

10) Again he went down to the market place thethird hour of the day and found
five men in waiting, and he said, Go down into my field and serve, and | will pay
you what isright; and they went down and served.

11) He went again; it wasthe sixth hour of the day, and seven men wer e waiting
at the stand; he sent them to thefield to serve.

12) And at the eleventh hour he went again; twelve men stood therein seeming
idleness; he said to them, Why stand you herein idleness all day?

13) They said, Because we have no work to do; no man has hired us.

14) And then he sent them to hisfield to serve.

15) Now, when the evening came the man said to his steward, Call the laborers
from thefield, and pay each for hisservices. And all were paid, and each
received a penny for hishire.
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16) Now, when the twelve, who served but from the eleventh hour, received each
one penny for hishire, the three were sore aggrieved; they said,

17) These twelve have served but one short hour, and now they have an equal
share with uswho have toiled through the scor ching hours of day; should we not
have at least two penniesfor our hire?

18) The man replied, My friends, I do no wrong to you. Did we not have a fast
agreement when you went to work? Have | not paid in full?

19) What isit unto you if | should pay these men asmaller or alarger sum?
Takethat which isyour own and go your way, for | will give unto the twelve
what | will give unto the three, the five, the seven.

20) They did their best and you could do no more than do your best.

21) The hire of man isbased upon theintent of the heart.

22) As Jesustaught, a Pharisee came up and said,

Lord, isit lawful for a man to put away hiswife?

23) And Jesus said,

Y ou ought to know; what saysthe law?

24) The Phariseereplied,

Thelaw providesthat man may be divor ced, may put away hiswife.

25) And Jesus said,

The hardness of the hearts of men induced the giver of the law to make
provisions such asthese; but from thefirst it was not so.

26) God made awoman for a man, and they were one; and afterwards he said, A
man shall leave hisfather and hismother and shall cleave unto hiswife; they are
no more divided; they are one, one flesh.

27) What God hasjoined no man can part.

28) Now, when they went up to the house, a man made freeto ask again about
thismatter of divorce.

29) And Jesus said again what to the Pharisee he said; and then he gave the
higher law of marriagelife:

30) Whoever putsaway hiswife, except she be a courtesan, and then shall take
another wife, commitsadultery.

31) The woman who shall leave a man, unlesshe be alibertine and an adulterer,
and then becomesthe wife of any other man, commits adultery.

32) And Thomas asked,

What isadultery?

33) And Jesus said,

The man who harbor slustful thoughts, who covets any woman not hiswife, isan
adulterer.

34) Thewifewho harborslustful thoughts, and covets any man who isnot wed to
her, isnot her husband, isa courtesan.

35) Men cannot make a law to bind two hearts.

36) When two are bound in love they have no thought of lust. The woman cannot
leave the man; the man hasno desireto send hiswife away.

37) When men and women harbor lustful thoughts, and covet any other flesh,
they arenot one, not joined by God.

38) And Philip said,
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Lord, aretherefew that God hasjoined in holy marriage bonds?

39) And Jesus said,

God knowsthe purein heart; the lustful men and women are but creatur es of
the lustful self; they cannot be at one; nor can they be at one with God.

40) Nathaniel said,

Isit not well that all men should refrain from taking on themselvesthe marriage
VOow?

41) And Jesus said,

Men are not pure because they are unmarried men. The man who lustsisan
adulterer if he haswife or not.

42) And then he said to all, Some things men know by being told, while other
thingsthey know not till the gate of consciousness shall open up for them.

43) | speak a mystery that now you cannot under stand; but you shall some day
under stand.

44) A eunuch isa man who does not lust; some men are eunuchs born, some are
eunuchs by the power of men, and some are eunuchs by the Holy Breath, who
makesthem freein God through Christ.

45) Hewho isableto recelvethetruth | speak, let him receive.

CHAPTER 144

The Christines at Tiberius. Jesus speakson theinner life. Relatesthe parable
of the prodigal son. Theresentment of the elder brother.

WHEN they had journeyed through the towns and cities of the land of Galilee,
the Lord with hisdisciplescameto Tiberius, and herethey met a few who loved
the name of Christ.

2) And Jesustold them many things about the inner life; but when the
multitudes came up, he spoke a parable; he said,

3) A ceratin man with great possessions had two sons. The youngest son grew
tired of lifeat home and said,

4) My father, pray divide your wealth and give the portion that ismineto me,
and | will seek my fortunein another land.

5) Thefather did ashedesired, and with hiswealth the young man went into a
foreign land.

6) Hewas a profligate and soon had squandered all hiswealth in ways of sin.

7) When nothing éseremained for him to do hefound employment in the fields
to carefor swine.

8) And hewas hungry, and no one gave him aught to eat, and so he ate the carob
podsthat he wasfeeding to the swine.

9) And after many days he found himself and said unto himself, My father isa
man of wealth; he hasa score of servants who are bountifully fed whilel, his
son, am starving in the fields among the swine.

10) I do not hope to bereceived again asson, but | will rise and go straight to my
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father'shouse, and | will make confession of my waywar dness,

11) And | will say, My father, | am come again; | am profligate, and | have lost
my wealth in ways of sin; | am not worthy to be called your son.

12) | do not ask to bereceived again as son, but let me have a place among your
servants, wherel may have a shelter from the stormsand have enough to eat.
13) And he arose and sought hisfather's house, and as he came hismother saw
him while yet a great way off.

14) (A mother'sheart can fed thefirg faint yearning of a wandering child.)

15) Thefather came, and hand in hand they walked a-down the way to meet the
boy, and therewasjoy, great joy.

16) Theboy tried hard to plead for mercy and a servant's place; but love was all
too great to listen to the plea.

17) The door was opened wide; he found a welcome in the mother'sheart, and in
the father's heart.

18) Thefather called the servantsin, and bade them bring the finest robe for
him; the choicest sandalsfor hisfeet; aring of purest gold for him to wear.

19) And then the father said, My servants, go and Kill the fatted calf; preparea
feadt, for weareglad;

20) Our son we thought was dead is here alive; a treasurethat we thought was
lost isfound.

21) The feast was soon prepared and all were merry, when the eldest son who
had been serving in a distant field and knew not that hisbrother had returned,
came home.

22) And when he learned the cause of all the merriment he was offended, and
would not go into the house.

23) Hisfather and hismother both besought him tearfully to disregard the
waywar dness and folly of their son; but he would not; he said,

24) Lo, all theseyears| haveremained at home, have served you every day, have
never yet transgressed your most sever e commands;

25) And yet you never killed for me a kid, nor made for me a smplefeast that |
might make merry with my friends;

26) But when your son, this profligate, who has gone forth and squandered half
your wealth in ways of sin, comes home, because he could do nothing else, you
kill for him the fatted calf and make a wondrous feast.

27) Hisfather said, My son, all that | haveisyoursand you are ever with usin
our joys,

28) And it iswell to show our gladnesswhen your brother, who isnear and dear
to us, and who we thought was dead, returnsto usalive.

29) He may have been a profligate; may have consorted with gay courtesans and
thieves, yet heisstill your brother and our son.

30) Then Jesus said so all might hear;

He who has earsto hear, and a heart to under stand will comprehend the
meaning of thisparable.

31) Then Jesus and the twelve came to Caper naum.
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CHAPTER 145

234

Jesus speaks on the establishment of the Christine kingdom and the future coming

of theLord in power. Exhortsto faithfulness. Parable of the unjust judge.
Parable of the Pharisee and the publican.

A COMPANY of Pharisees came up to speak with Jesus and they said,

Rabboni, we have heard you say, The kingdom isat hand.

2) Weread in Danid that the God of heaven will form a kingdom, and we ask, Is
thisthe kingdom of the God you speak about? If so, when will it come?

3) And Jesus said,

The prophetsall havetold about this kingdom of the God, and it isjust at hand,
but men can never seeit come.

4) It never can be seen with carnal eyes; it iswithin.

5) Lo, | have said, and now | say again, None but the purein heart can seethe
king, and all the purein heart are subjects of theking.

6) Reform, and turn away form sin; prepareyou, O prepare! the kingdom isat
hand.

7) And then he spoketo hisdisciplesand he said,

The seasons of the son of man are past.

8) Thetime will come when you will wish above all elseto see again one of these
days, but you can seeit not.

9) And many men will say, Lo, hereisChrist; lo, thereis Christ. Be not
deceived; go not into their ways.

10) For when the son of man will come again no man need point the way; for as
the lightning lights the heavens, so will the son of man light up the heavensand
earth.

11) But, lo, | say, that many generationswill have come and gone befor e the son
of man shall comein power; but when he comes no onewill say, Lo, hereis
Chrigt; lo, there.

12) But asit was beforetheflood in Noah's day, so shall it be. The people ate,
they drank, werefilled with merriment and sang for joy,

13) And did not know their doom until the ark was done and Noah entered in;
but then the flood came on and swept them all away.

14) So, also, in the days of L ot; the people ate and drank; they bought, they sold,
they planted and they reaped, they went their waysin sin, and they cared not;
15) But whentherighteous L ot went from their city's gatesthe earth beneath the
city shook, and brimstonefiresfell from heaven;

16) The gapping jaws of earth flew wide, and swallowed up their homes, their
wealth, and they went down to rise no more.

17) So shall it be when comes the son of man in power.

18) | chargeyou men, as| will charge men then, Seek not to save your wealth, or
you will lose your lives. Go forth, and look not back upon the crumbling walls of
sin. Do not forget Lot'swife.

19) Whoever triesto save hislife will lose hislife; whoever freely giveshislifein
serving life will save hislife.
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20) Then comesthe sfting time. Two men will be in bed; one will be called, the
other left; two women will be working sde by side; one will be snatched away,
the other |eft.

21) And hisdisciples said,

Explain to usthisparable; or isit not a parable?

22) And Jesus said,

Thewise will understand, for wherethe bread of heaven is, there you will find
the purein heart; and wherethe carcasslieswill gather all the birds of prey.

23) But lo, | say, before these days will come, the son of man will be betrayed by
one of you into the hands of wicked men, and hewill give hislife for you and all
theworld.

24) Yea, more, the Holy Breath will come in power and fill you with the wisdom
of thejust.

25) And you will tell the wondrous story in Judea and in Samaria and in the
farther lands of earth.

26) And then to teach that men should pray and never faint, hetold this parable:
27) Therewas a judge who feared not God, nor yet regarded man.

28) Therewas a widow who oft implored the judge to right her wrongsand to
avenge her foes.

29) At first the judge would hear her not, but after many days he said,

30) | fear not God, and | regard not man, yet, lest thiswidow wear me out by
pleading every day | will avenge her on her foes.

31) When the disciples asked the meaning of this parable, theLord replied,

The wise can under stand; the foolish have no need to know.

32) And then to teach alesson unto certain of hisfollowerswho trusted in
themsalves and thought that they were holier than other men, hetold this
parable:

33) Two men went to the synagogue to pray; one was a Pharisee, the other wasa
publican.

34) The Pharisee stood forth and prayed thuswith himsdf, O God, | thank thee
that | am not like other men, who are extortioners, unjust, adulterers,

35) Not even likethis publican. | fast two timesa week, and | givetithesof all |
get.

36) The publican came not a-near; he would not lift his eyes to heaven, but smote
hisbreast and said,

37) O lord, be merciful tome; | am asinner in thy sight; | am undone.

38) And now, you men, | say to you, The publican knew how to pray, and hewas
justified.

39) The Pharisee knew how to talk, but still he went away condemned.

40) Lo, every one who lauds himself shall be abased, and he who does not praise
himsdf shall be exalted in the sight of God.



236
Aquarian Gospd of Jesus, the Chrigt--Dowling

CHAPTER 146

Last meeting of Jesuswith hisdisciplesin Galilee. Miriam sings a song of praise.
Thesong. The Christines begin their journey to Jerusalem. They rest at Enon
Springs.

The selfish request of the mother of James and John. The Christinesreach
Jerusalem.

THE work of Jesusin the land of Galilee was done, and he sent forth a message,
and the many came from many towns of Galilee; cameto receive a benediction
from his hand.

2) Among the multitudes who came was L uke, a Syrian from Antioch, a lear ned
physician and a just and upright man.

3) Theophilus, a Grecian senator, a minister of Caesar's court, wasalso there;
and many other men of honor and renown.

4) And Miriam sang:

All hail the Day Star form on high!

5) All hail the Christ who ever was, and is and evermore shall be!

6) All hail the darkness of the shadowland! All hail the dawn of peace on earth;
good will to men!

7) All hail triumphant king, who grapples with the tyrant Death, who conquersin
thefight, and bringsto light immortal life for men!

8) All hail the broken cross, the mutilated spear!

9) All hail the triumph of the soul! All hail the empty tomb!

10) All hail to him despised by men, rejected by the multitudes; for heis seated on
the throne of power!

11) All hail! for he has called the purein heart of every clime to sit with him upon
the throne of power!

12) All hail, therending veil! The way into the highest courts of God is open for the
sons of men!

13) Rejoice, O men of earth, rejoice, and be exceeding glad!

14) Bring forth the harp and touch its highest strings; bring forth the lute, and
sound its sweetest notes!

15) For men who were made low, are high exalted now, and they who walked in
darkness and in the vale of death, arerisen up and God and man are one
forevermore,

16) Allelujah! praisethe Lord forevermore. Amen.

17) And Jesusllifted up hiseyesto heaven and said,

18) My Father-God, let now the benediction of thy love, thy mercy and thy truth
rest on these men.

19) The lamp istaken from their midst, and if theinner light be not aflame, lo,
they must tread the ways of darkness and of death.

20) And then he said to all,

Farewell
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21) Then Jesus and hismother, and the twelve, and Miriam and Mary, mother

of thetwo disciples, James and John,

22) And many other loyal soulswho loved the Christ, went to Jerusalem, that
they might celebrate the Jewish feast.

23) And asthey journeyed on their way they came to Enon Springs, near unto
Salim wher e the harbinger once taught.

24) And asthey rested by the fountain, Mary, wife of Zebedee, and mother of the
two disciples, James and John, cameto the master and she said,

25) My Lord, I know the kingdom is about to come, and | would ask this boon:
Command that these my sons shall sit with you upon the throne, the one upon
theright, the other on the l€ft.

26) And Jesus said to her,

Y ou know not what you ask.

27) And then heturned to James and John and said,

Areyou prepared and are you strong enough to drink the cup that | will drink?
28) They said,

Y es, master, we ar e strong enough to follow where you go.

29) Then Jesus said,

You shall indeed drink of my cup; but | am not the judge of who will Sit upon

my right or my left.

30) Themen who livethelife and keep the faith will sit upon the throne of

power .

31) Now, when the apostles heard the pleadings of the mother for her sons, and
knew that James and John wer e seeking special favorsfrom the Lord, they were
indignant and they said,

32) We surely thought that James and John had risen above the selfish self. Who
can we trust among the sons of men?

33) And Jesus called theten apart and said to them,

How hard for men to compr ehend the natur e of the kingdom of the soul!

34) These two disciples do not seem to know that rulership in heaven isnot akin
to rulership on earth.

35) In all the kingdoms of the world, the men of power, they who exalt
themselves, show their authority, and rulewith iron rule;

36) But you must know that they who rule the sons of light are they who seek no
earthly power, but givether livesin willing sacrifice for men.

37) Whoever would be great must bethe minister of all. The highest seat in
heaven isat the feet of him who isthe lowest man of earth.

38) | had aglory with our Father-God befor e the worlds were made, and ill |
come to serve the race of men; to bethe minister of men; to give my life for men.
39) And then the Christines journeyed on and came unto Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 147
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Jesus speaks to the people in the temple regarding the messiahship. Rebukesthe
Jewsfor treachery.
The Jews attempt to stone him, but are prevented by Joseph.
The Christines go to Jericho, and later to Bethabara.

NOW, many Jews from Galilee, Judea and Samaria werein Jerusalem and at
the feast.

2) The porch of Solomon wasfilled with scribes and Pharisees and doctor s of the
law, and Jesus walked with them.

3) A scribe approaching Jesus said,

Rabboni, why do you keep the people waiting in suspense? If you arethe
Messiah that the prophets said would come, will you not tell us now?

4) And Jesus said,

Lo, | havetold you many times, but you believed me not.

5) No man can do thework that | have done and bring to men thetruth as| have
brought the truth who did not come from God.

6) What | have done and said are witnesses for me.

7) God calls, and they whose ear s have been attuned to hear the heavenly voice
have heard the call and have believed in me; because God testifies for me.

8) You cannot hear the voice of God, because your earsare closed. You cannot
comprehend theworks of God, because your hearts are full of self.

9) And you ar e busybodies, mischief-makers, hypocrites. You take these men
whom God has given meinto your hauntsand try to poison them with
sophistries and lies, and think that you will snatch them from thefold of God.
10) | tell you, men, these men aretried and you can snatch not one of them away.
11) My Father who has given them to meisgreater than you all, and heand |
areone.

12) And then the Jewstook stonesto throw at him and cried,

Now we have heard enough; away with him; let him be stoned.

13) But Joseph, member of the great Sanhedrin of the Jews, wasin theporch
and he came forth and said,

14) You men of Isradl, do nothing rash; throw down those stones; your reason is
a better guidethan passion in such times asthese.

15) You do not know your accusationsto betrue, and if thisman should prove
himsalf to bethe Christ, and you should take hislife, thewrath of God would
rest upon you evermore.

16) And Jesus said to them,

Lo, I have healed your sick, have caused your blind to see, your deaf to hear,
your lameto walk, and cast out unclean spiritsfrom your friends;

17) For which of these great workswould you desireto take my life?

18) The Jewsreplied,

Wewould not stone you for your works of grace, but for your vile, blasphemous
words. You are but man and still you say that you are God.

19) And Jesus said,

A prophet of your own said to the sons of men, Lo, you are gods!

20) Now, hark, you men, if he could say that to the men who smply heard the
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word of God, why should you think that | blaspheme the name of God because |
say, | am a son of God?

21) If you believe not what | say you must have faith in what | do, and you
should see the Father in these works, and know that | dwell in the Father-God,
and that the Father dwellsin me.

22) And then again the Jewstook stones and would have stoned him in the
temple court; but he withdrew himsdlf from sight and left the porch and court
and went hisway;

23) And with the twelve he went to Jericho, and after certain daysthey crossed
the Jordan and in Bethabara abode for many days.
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CHAPTER 148

Lazarus dies and Jesus and the twelve return to Bethany
Theresurrection of Lazarus, which greatly excitestherulersin Jerusalem.
The Christines go to the hills of Ephraim, and there abide.

ONE day as Jesus and the twelve werein the silencein ahomein Araba a
messenger came and said.

2) Lord, Jesus, hear! your friend in Bethany issick, nigh unto death: hissisters
urgethat you arise and comein haste.

3) Then turning to the twelve the master said,

Lo, Lazarus has goneto deep, and | must go and waken him.

4) And hisdisciples said,

What need to go of he has gone to deep; he will awaken by and by?

5) Then Jesus said,

It isthe deep of death; for Lazarusisdead.

6) But Jesus did not haste to go; he stayed two daysin Araba; and then he said,
The hour has come and we must go to Bethany.

7) But hisdisciples urged him not to go; they said,

The Jews are waiting your return that they may take your life.

8) And Jesus said,

Men cannot take my lifetill I have handed unto them my life.

9) And when the time shall come | will mysdlf lay down my life; that timeis near,
and God knows best; | must arise and go.

10) And Thomas said,

Then we will also go; yes, we will offer up our livesand diewith him.

And they ar ose and went.

11) Now, Mary, Martha, Ruth and many friends were weeping in their home
when one approached and said,

TheLord hascome;

but Mary did not hear thewords.

12) But Ruth and Martha heard, and they arose and went to meet theLord; he
waited at the village gate.

13 And when they met the master Martha said,

You aretoo late, for Lazarusisdead; if you had only been with us| know that
hewould not have died.

14) But even now | know that you have power over death; that by the sacred
Word you may cause lifeto rise from death.

15) And Jesus said,

Behold, for Lazarusshall live again.

16) And Martha said,

| know that hewill rise and live again when all the dead shall rise.

17) And Jesus said,

| am theresurrection and thelife; hewho hasfaith in me, though he be dead, yet
shall helive;

18) And hewho isalive, and hasa living faith in me, shall never die. Do you
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believe what | have said?

19) And Martha said,

Lord, | believethat you are come to manifest the Christ of God.

20) The Jesus said,

Go back and call asideyour sister, and my mother and the prophetess and say
that | have come; and | will stay here by the gatetill they have come to me.

21) And Ruth and Martha did as Jesus bade them do, and in alittlewhile the
Marys and the prophetess had met the Lord.

22) And Mary said,

Why did you tarry thus? If you had been with usour brother, dear, would not
have died.

23) Then Jesus went up to the house and when he saw the heavy grief of all, he
was himsdf stirred up with grief, and said,

Whereisthetomb in which helies?

24) They said,

Lord, comeand see.

And Jesus wept.

25) The people said,

Behold how Jesusloved this man!

26) And otherssaid,

Could not thisLord, who opened up the eyes of one born blind, have saved this
man from death?

27) But soon the mour ner s stood beside the tomb, a sepulchre hewn out of solid
rock; a massive stone closed up the door.

28) And Jesus said,

Take you away the stone.

29) But Martha said,

Lord, isit well? Behold our brother hasbeen dead four days, the body must be
in decay, and isit well that we should see it now?

30) TheLord replied,

Have you forgotten, Martha, what | said while we were at the village gate? Did |
not say that you should seethe glory of the Lord?

31) And then they rolled the stone away; the flesh had not decayed; and Jesus
lifted up his eyesto heaven and said,

32) My Father-God, thou who hast ever heard my prayers, | thank thee now,
and that these multitudes may know that thou hast sent meforth, that I am thine
and thou art mine, make strong the Word of power.

33) And then he spokethe Word, and in a voice that souls can compr ehend, he
said, O Lazarus, awake!

34) And Lazarus arose and came out of the tomb. The grave clothes wer e about
him fast, and Jesus said,

35) Loose him and let him go.

36) The people were amazed and multitudes confessed their faith in him.

37) And somewent to Jerusalem and told the Pharisees about thisresurrection
of the dead.

38) The chief priests were confounded, and they said,
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What shall we do? Thisman is doing many mighty deeds, and if we do not stay
him in hiswork, all men will look on him asking, and through the Romans he
may takethethrone, and wewill lose our place and power.

39) And then the chief priestsand the Phariseesin council met and sought a plan
by which they might put him to death.

40) Caiaphaswas the high priest then, and he cameforth and said,

You men of Israel, do you not know the law?

41) Do you not know that in such times as these we may give up onelifeto save
our nation and our laws?

42) Caiaphasdid not know that he was prophet, speaking out the words of truth.
43) Hedid not know thetime had come for Jesusto be offered up a sacrifice for
every man, for Jew and Greek, and all theworld.

44) From that day forth the Jews conferred together every day, maturing plans
to put the Lord to death.

45) Now, Jesus and the twelve did not remain in Bethany; but in the hills of
Ephraim, upon the borders of Samaria, they found a home, and there abode for
many days.
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CHAPTER 149

The Jews gather in Jerusalem to attend the feast. The Christines go to Jericho.
Jesus dineswith Zaccheus. Herelates the parable of the ten talents.

THE great Passover of the Jews, the feast of Spring, was calling every loyal Jew
up to Jerusalem.

2) Ten days before the feast the Lord and hisdisdplesleft the Ephraim hillsand
by the Jordan way, went down to Jericho.

3) And asthey entered Jericho a wealthy publican came out to seethe Lord; but
he was small in stature and the throng was great and he could see him not.

4) A tree, a sycamore, stood by theway and he climbed up thetree and found a
seat among its boughs.

5) When Jesus came, he saw the man and said,

O Zaccheus, make haste, come down; | would abide with you today.

6) And Zaccheus came down and joyfully received the Lord; but many of the
stricter sect called out and said,

7) For shame! he goesto lodge with Zaccheus, the snner and the publican.

8) But Jesus did not carefor what they said; he went hisway with Zaccheus,
who was a man of faith, and asthey talked together Zaccheus said,

9) Lord, | haveever tried to do theright; | give unto the poor half of my goods,
and if by any means| wrong a man, | right the wrong by paying him four fold.
10) And Jesus said to him,

Your lifeand faith are known to God, and lo, the benedictions of the Lord of
hosts abide with you and all your house.

11) Then Jesus spoke a parableto all; he said,

A vassal of an emperor was made a king, and he went to the foreign land to
claim hisrightsand take the kingdom to himsdlf.

12) Before he went he called ten trusted servants and to each he gave a pound
and said,

13) Go forth and use these pounds as you have opportunity, that you may gain
for me morewealth, And then he went hisway.

14) And after many days he came again, and called the ten, demanding a report.
15) Thefirst one came and said, Lord, | have gained nine pounds; you gave me
oneand hereareten.

16) Theking replied, Wl done, you faithful man; because you have been
faithful in alittlething | judgethat you will be a faithful servant in a greater
thing;

17) Behold, | makeyou ruler over nineimportant cities of my realm.

18) The second came and said, Lord, | have gained for you four pounds; you
gave meone, and herearefive.

19) Theking replied, And you have proven up your faithfulness. Behold, | make
you ruler over four important cities of my realm.

20) Another came and said, Lord, | have doubled what you gave to me. You gave
one pound to me and herearetwo.

21) Theruler said, And you have proved your faithfulness, Behold, | make you



Aquarian Gospd of Jesus, the Chrigt--Dowling

ruler over oneimportant city of my realm.

22) Another came and said, Lord, hereiswhat you gaveto me. | knew you were
an austere man, oft reaping where you did not sow and | was sore afraid, and so
| took the pound you gaveto meand hid it in a secret place; and hereit is.

23) Theking exclaimed, Y ou dothful man! you knew what | required, that |
expected every man to do his best.

24) If you weretimid and afraid to trust your judgment in the martsof trade,
why did you not go forth and put my money out for gain, that | could have my
own with interest?

25) Then turning to the steward of hiswealth theruler said, Take you this pound
and give it unto him who has by diligence earned nine.

26) For lo, | say, that every one who useswhat he has and gains, shall have
abundantly; but he who hides away histalent in the earth shall forfeit what he
has.

CHAPTER 150

Jesus heals blind Bartimaeus. With the twelve he goes to Bethany.
The multitudes come to welcome him and to speak with Lazarus.

THE Christines started on their way to Bethany, and asthey went, whileyet in
Jericho, they passed a beggar sitting by the way; and he was blind Bartimaeus.
2) And when the beggar heard the multitude pass by he said,

What isit that | hear?

3) The people said to him,

Jesus of Nazar eth is passing by.

4) And instantly the man cried out,

Lord Jesus, son of David, stay! have mercy on poor blind Bartimaeus!

5) The people said to him,

Be quiet; hold your peace.

6) But blind Bartimaeus called again,

Thou son of David, hear! have mercy on poor blind Bartimaeus!

7) And Jesus stopped and said,

Bring him to me.

8) And then the people brought the blind man to the Lord, and asthey brought

him up they said,

Be cheerful, now, Bartimaeus, the Lord iscalling you.

9) And then hethrew hiscloak aside, and ran to Jesus as he waited by the way.
10) And Jesus said,

What will you have, Bartimaeus?

11) The blind man said,

Rabboni, open up mine eyesthat | may see.

12) And Jesus said,

Bartimaeus, look up; receive your sight; your faith has made you whole.

244
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13) And he at once received hissight, and from the fullness of hisheart he said,
Praise God.

14) And all the people said,

Praise God.

15) Then Jesus and the twelve went on to Bethany. It was six days beforethe
feast.

16) And when the people knew that Jesuswasin Bethany they came from near
and far to see him and to hear him speak.

17) And they were anxious all to talk with Lazarus, whom Jesus had awakened
form the dead.

18) Now in Jerusalem the priestsand Phariseeswere all alert; they said,
ThisJesuswill be at the feast, and we must not per mit that he shall dip away
again.

19) And they commanded every man to bealert and help to apprehend the Lord
that they might take hislife.

CHAPTER 151

Jesusteachesin the synagogue. Makes histriumphal entry into Jerusalem.
The multitudes, with the children, sing his praises, and say, Hosanna to the king!
The Christinesreturn to Bethany.

IT wasthe day beforethe Sabbath day, the eighth day of the Jewish Nasan
month, that Jesus came to Bethany.

2) And on the Sabbath day he went up to the synagogue and taught.

3) And on the morning of thefirst day of the week, the Sunday of the week, he
called histwelve apostles unto him and said,

4) Thisday we go up to Jerusalem; be not afraid; my time has not yet come.

5) Now, two of you may go unto the village of Bethphage, and you will find an
asstied toatree, and you will seealittle colt near by.

6) Untietheassand bring her hereto me. If anyone inquireswhy you take the
ass, just say, Themaster hasa need of her; and then the owner will come on with
you.

7) And the disciples went as Jesus bade them go; they found the assand colt a-
near an open door; and when they would untie the assthe owner said

Why would you take the ass away?

8) And thedisciples said,

The master hasa need of her,

and then the owner said,

‘Tiswel.

9) And then they brought the animal, and on her put their coats, and Jesus sat
upon the ass and rode into Jerusalem.

10) And multitudes of peaple came and filled the way, and his disciples praised
theLord and said,
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11) Thrice blessed isthe king who in the name of God is come! All glory beto
God, and peace on earth; good will to men!

12) And many spread their garmentsin the way, and sometore branchesfrom
thetreesand cast them in the way.

13) And many children came with garlands of sweet flowersand placed them on
theLord, or strewed them in the way, and said,

All hail theking! Long livethe king!

14) Thethrone of David shall be built again. Hosanna to the Lord of hosts!

15) Among the throng wer e Pharisees, who said to Jesus as he passed,

Rebuke this noisy throng; it isa shamefor them to cry thusin the street.

16) TheLord replied,

| tell you, men, if these should hold their peace the very stoneswould cry aloud.
17) And then the Pharisees conferred among themselves; they said,

Our threatsareidle words. Behold, for all theworld isfollowing him.

18) AsJesusdrew a-near Jerusalem he paused and wept, and said,

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the holy city of the Jews! yourswastheglory of the Lord;
but you have cast the Lord away.

19) Your eyesare closed, you cannot seetheKing; the kingdom of the Lord of
heaven and earth has come; you comprehend it not.

20) Behold, the day will come when armiesfrom afar will cast a bank about your
way; will compass you about, and hem you in on every side;

21) Will dash you to the ground and day you and your children in the streets.
22) And of your holy temple, and of your palaces and walls, they will not leave a
stone upon a stone, because today you spurn the offers of the God of heaven.
23) When Jesus and the multitude had come into Jerusalem, excitement reigned,
and people asked,

Who isthisman?

24) The multitudesreplied,

Thisistheking, the prophet, priest of God; thisisthe man from Galilee.

25) But Jesustarried not; hewent directly to the temple porch, and it wasfilled
with people pressing hard to see the king.

26) The sick, the halt, the lame, the blind werethere, and Jesus paused, and laid
his hands on them and healed them by the sacred Word.

27) Thetemple and the temple courts werefilled with children praising God.
They said,

Hosannato theking! The son of David istheking! All hail the king! Praise God!
28) The Phariseeswerefilled with anger when they heard the children sing.
They said to Jesus,

Hear you what the children say?

29) And Jesus said,

| hear, but have you never read the words of our own bard who said,

30) Out of the mouths of babes and sucklingsthou hast perfected praise!

31) And when the evening camethe L ord and his disciples went again to
Bethany.
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CHAPTER 152

Jesusrebukes a barren fig tree. Drivesthe merchants out of the temple.
Teachesthe people. Returnsto Bethany.

NEXT day, the Monday of the week, the master with the twelve, went to
Jerusalem.

2) And asthey passed along the way they saw a fig tree full of leaves without a
sign of fruit.

3) And Jesus spoke unto thetree; he said,

You useless cumberer of the ground; you fig treefair to look upon, but a
delusive thing.

4) You take from the earth and air thefood that fruitful trees should have.

5) Go back to earth and be yourself the food for other treesto eat.

6) When Jesus had thus spoken to the tree he went hisway.

7) And when hereached the temple, lo, the rooms wer efilled with petty

mer chants sdlling doves and animals, and other things, for sacrifice; the temple
wasamart of trade.

8) And Jesus was indignant at the sight, and said,

You men of Israd, for shame! Thisis supposed to be the house of prayer; but it
isnow a den of thieves. Remove this plunder from thisholy place.

9) The merchants only laughed and said,

We are protected in our trade by those who bear the rule; we will not go.

10) Then Jesus made a scour ge of cords, as he did once before, and rushed
among the mer chantmen, threw all their money on thefloor;

11) Threw wide the cages of the doves, and cut the cordsthat held the bleating
lambs and set them free.

12) And then he drove the merchants from the place, and with a clean, new
broom he swept the floors.

13) Chief priestsand scribes werefilled with wrath, but feared to touch or even
torebuketheLord, for all the people stood in his defense.

14) And Jesus taught the people all day long and healed a multitude of those
diseased,

15) And when the evening came he went again to Bethany.

CHAPTER 153

The Christines go to Jerusalem. They note the withered fig tree; its symbolic
meaning.
Jesusteachesin thetemple. |scensured by the priests.
Relates a parable of arich man'sfeast.

ON Tueday, early in the day, the master and the twelve went to Jerusalem.
2) And asthey went the twelve observed the tree to which the L ord had talked



248
Aquarian Gospd of Jesus, the Chrigt--Dowling

the day before, and lo, the leaves were withered, just asif they had been

scor ched with fire.

3) And Peter said,

Lord, seethetree! Itsleaves arewithered and the tree seems dead.

4) And Jesus said,

So shall it be with those who bear no fruit. When God shall call them up to give
account, lo, hewill breathe upon them, and their leaves, their empty words, will
wither and decay.

5) God will not let the fruitlesstrees of life encumber ground, and he will pluck
them up and cast them all away.

6) Now, you can demonstrate the power of God. Have faith in God, and you can
bid the mountainsto depart, and they will crumble at your fest;

7) And you may talk to wind and wave, and they will hear, and will obey what
you command.

8) God hearsthe prayer of faith and when you ask in faith you shall receive.

9) You may not ask amiss; God will not hear the prayer of any man who comes
to him with blood of other men upon his hands.

10) And hewho harbor s envious thoughts, and does not love hisfellow men, may
pray forever unto God, and he will hear him not.

11) God can do nothing morefor men than they would do for other men.

12) And Jesus walked again within the temple courts.

13) The priests and scribes were much emboldened by the council of Caiaphas
and the other men in power, and so they came to Jesus and they said,

14) Who gave you the authority to do as you have done? Why did you drivethe
mer chants from the temple yester day?

15) And Jesus answer ed them and said,

If you will answer what | ask, then | will answer you; Was John, the harbinger,
aman of God, or was he a seditious man?

16) The scribes and Pharisees were loath to answer him; they reasoned thus
among themselves:

17) 1f we shall say, John was a prophet sent from God, then he will say,

18) John testified for me, that | am son of God, why do you not believe his

wor ds?

19) If we should say, John was a bold, seditious man, the people will be angered,
for they think he was a prophet of the living God.

20) And so they answered Jesus and they said,

We do not know; we cannot tell.

21) Then Jesus said,

If you will tell me not, then | will tell you not who gave me power to drivethe
robber s from the house of God.

22) And then he spoke a parableto them; he said,

A man once made a feast inviting all therich and honored people of the land.
23) But when they came, they found the door into the banquet hall waslow, and
they could enter not except they bowed their heads and fell down on their knees.
24) These people would not bow their heads and fall down on their knees, and so
they went away; they went not to the feast.
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25) And then the man sent forth his messengersto bid the common folks, and
those of low estate, to come and feast with him.

26) These people gladly came; they bowed their heads and fell down on their
knees, and came into the banquet hall and it wasfull, and every oneregoiced.
27) And then the master said,

Behold, you priestsand scribes, and Pharisees! the Lord of heaven and earth has
spread a sumptuous feast, and you wer e bidden first of all;

28) But you have found the door into the banquet hall so low that you must bow
your headsand fall down on your kneesto enter in, and you have scorned the
king who made the fead, refused to bow your heads and fall down on your
knees, and you have gone your way;

29) But now God calls again; the common folks and those of low estate have
come in multitudes, have entered in unto thefeast and all rgjoice.

30) | tell you, men, that publicans and courtesans go through the gatesinto the
kingdom of the God of heaven, and you ar e left without.

31) John cameto you in righteousness,; he brought thetruth, but you believed
him not.

32) But publicans and courtesans believed, and wer e baptized and now have
entered in unto the feast.

33) | tell you now, as| havetold you many times, The many have been called,
but chosen arethe few.

CHAPTER 154

Jesusteachesin the temple court. The parable of the householder and wicked
husbandmen.
Parable of the marriage feast and the guest without a wedding robe.

THE multitudes would hear what Jesus had to say, and so they built a platform
in the temple court, and Jesus stood upon the place and taught. He spokein
parables, he said,

2) A man possessed a vast estate; he planted out a vineyard, placed a hedge
about it, built atower, installed the pressfor making wine.

3) He placed hisvineyard in the hands of husbandmen and then hejourneyed to
adistant land.

4) Now, in the vintage time the man sent forth a servant to recelve and bring to
him his portion of the fruitage of the vines.

5) The husbandmen came forth and beat the man; laid forty lashes on his back
and cast him out beyond the vineyard gate.

6) And then the owner sent another man to bring to him hisown. The
husbhandmen laid hold of him and sorey wounded him and cast him from the
vineyard, leaving him half dead beside the way.

7) The owner sent another man to bring to him his own. The husbandmen seized
hold of him and with ajavelin they pierced his heart; then buried him beyond
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the hedge.

8) The owner was aggrieved. He thought within himsdf, What shall | do? and
then hesaid, Thiswill I do. My only son ishere, and | will send him to the
husbandmen,

9) They surely will respect my son and send me what ismine.

10) He sent his son; the husbandmen took counsel with themselves, they said,
Thisistheonly her to all thiswealth, and if wetake hislife the vast inheritance
isours.

11) They took hislife and cast him out beyond the vineyard hedge.

12) The day will come; the owner will return to reckon with the husbandmen,
and he will seizethem every one, and cast them into scor ching fireswherethey
shall stay until they pay the debtsthey owe.

13) And he will place hisvineyard in the care of honest men.

14) Then turning to the priests and scribes he said,

Did not your prophets say,

15) The stone the builders cast away becamethe capstone of the arch?

16) You men who pose as men of God, as husbhandmen, lo, you have stoned and
killed the messengers of God, his prophets and his seers, and now you seek to
slay hisson.

17) | tel you men, the kingdom shall be snatched away from you, and shall be
given unto people who are not a people now, and to a nation that isnot a nation
NOW.

18) And men whose speech you cannot under stand, will stand between theliving
and the dead, and show the way to life.

19) The chief priests and the Pharisees wer e deeply moved with anger when they
heard this parable and would have seized the Lord and done him harm, but they
wer e sore afraid; they feared the multitude.

20) And Jesus spoke another parable; he said,

Thekingdom is a-like a ceratin king who made a feast in honor of the marriage
of hisson.

21) He sent his servantsforth to call the people who had been invited to the feast.

22) The servants called; but then the people would not come.

23) And then the king sent other messenger s abroad to say, Behold, my tables
now are spread; my oxen and my fatlings are prepared.

24) The choicest viands and therichest wines are on my boards, cometo the
marriage feast.

25) The people laughed and treated with disdain his call, and went their way;
oneto hisfarm, another to his merchandisg;

26) And others seized the servants of the king; abused them shamefully; and
some of them they Killed.

27) And then the king sent forth his soldiery who dew the murderersand
burned their towns.

28) And then the king sent other servantsforth; to them he said, Go to the
cornersof the streets, the partings of the ways, and to the marts of trade and say,
29) Whoever will may come up to the marriage feast.

30) The servantswent their way and called; and lo, the banquet hall wasfilled
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with guests.

31) But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man who had not on a
wedding robe; he called to him and said,

32) Friend, why are you here without a wedding robe? Would you dishonor thus
my son?

33) The man was dumb; he answer ed not.

34) And then the king said to his guards, Take you thisman and bind him hand
and foot and cast him out into the darkness of the night.

35) The many have been called, but none ar e chosen to be guests who have not
clad themselvesin wedding r obes.

CHAPTER 155

Jesus recognizes the justice of paying secular taxes. He teaches a lesson on
family relationshipsin thelife beyond. The greatest of the commandmentsis
comprised in love. He warns his disciples against the hypocrisy of scribes and

Pharisees.

AS Jesus spoke, the Pharisees came up to question him; they thought to
criminate him by what he said,

2) A sgtrict Herodian spoke and said,

My Lord, you area man of truth; you show the way to God, and you do not
regard the personality of men;

3) Tdl us, what do you think; should we, who arethe seed of Abraham, pay
tribute unto Caesar? or should we not?

4) And Jesus knew hiswickedness of heart and said,

Why do you cometo tempt me thus? Show methe tribute money that you speak
about.

5) The man brought forth a piece of coin on which an image was engraved.

6) And Jesus said,

Whose image and whose nameis on this coin?

7) Theman replied,

'Tis Caesar'simage and his name.

8) And Jesus said,

Give unto Caesar that which is Caesar's own; but giveto God the things of God.
9) And they who heard him said,

He answerswell.

10) And then a Sadducee, who thinksthereis no resurrection of the dead, came
up and said,

Rabboni, Moseswrote that if a married man shall die, and have no child, his
widow shall become his brother'swife.

11) Now, there were seven brothers and the eldest had a wife; he died and had
no child; a brother took hiswidow for hiswife, and then he died;

12) And every brother had thiswoman for hiswife; in course of time thewoman
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died;

13) Now which will have thiswoman for awifein theresurrection day?

14) And Jesus said,

Herein this plane of lifemen marry just to gratify their sdfish selfs, or to

perpetuate therace; but in theworld to come, and in theresurrection day, men

do not take upon themselves the marriage vows.

15) But, like the angels and the other sons of God, they form not unionsfor the

pleasur e of the self, nor to perpetuate therace.

16) Death does not mean the end of life. The graveisnot the goal of men, no

mor e than isthe earth the goal of seeds.

17) Lifeisthe consequence of death. The seed may seem to die, but from its

gravethetreearisesinto life.

18) So man may seem to die, but helives on, and from the grave he springs up

into life.

19) If you could comprehend the word that M oses spoke about the burning bush

that burned and till was not consumed, then you would know that death cannot

destroy thelife.

20) And Moses said that God is God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Isradl.

21) God is not God of dead men's bones, but the living man.

22) | tell you, men, man goes down to the grave, but hewill rise again and

manifest thelife;

23) For every lifeishid with Chrigt in God, and man shall live while God shall

live.

24) The Pharisees and scribeswho heard the Lord, exclaimed,

He speaksthetruth;

and they wer e glad to have the Sadducees discomfited.

25) And then an honest scribe cameforth and said to Jesus,

Lord, you speak as onewhom God has sent, and may | ask,

26) Which isthe greatest and thefirst of the Commandments of the Law?

27) And Jesus said,

ThefirstisHear O Israd, the Lord our God isone; and you shall lovethe Lord

your God with all your heart, with all your mind, with all your soul, with all

your strength;

28) And you shall love your neighbor asyour self.

29) These arethe greatest of theten, and on them hang the L aw, the Prophets

and the Psalms.

30) Thescribereplied,

My soul giveswitnessthat you speak thetruth, for love fulfilsthelaw, and far

transcends burnt offerings and sacrifice.

31) And Jesus said to him,

Lo, you have solved a mystery; you are within the kingdom and the kingdom is

in you.

32) To hisdisciples Jesus spoke, and all the people heard; he said,

Bewar e you of the scribes and Pharisees who pride themselvesin wearing long

and richly decorated robes,

33) And Loveto be saluted in the market place, and seek the highest seats at
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feasts, and take the hard-ear ned wages of the poor to satisfy their carnal selves,
and pray in public, long and loud.

34) These are the wolves who clothe themselvesto look like sheep.

35) And then he said to all,

The scribesand Pharisees are placed by law in Moses seat, and by the law they
may interpret law;

36) So what they bid you do, that do; but do not imitatetheir deeds.

37) They say the thingsthat M osestaught; they do the things of Beelzebub.

38) They talk of mercy, yet they bind on human shoulder s burdens grievousto
bear.

39) They talk of helpfulness, and yet they put not forth the dightest helpful
effortsfor their brother man.

40) They make a show of doing things, and yet they do not anything but show
their gaudy robes, and broad phylacteries, and smile when people call them
honored masters of the law.

41) They strut about and show their pride whenpeople call them father, so and
SO.

42) Hear, now, you men, Call no man father here. The God of heaven and earth,
and healone, is Father of the race of men.

43) Christ isthe hierarch, the high, exalted master of the sons of men.

44) If you would be exalted, sit down at the master'sfeet and serve. Heisthe
greatest man who servesthe best.
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CHAPTER 156

The scribes and Pharisees are angered. Jesus rebukes them for their hypocrisy.
He laments over Jerusalem. Thewidows s mite. Jesus delivers hisfarewell address
to the peoplein the temple.

THE scribes and Pharisees were wild with rage; and Jesus said,

2) Woe unto you, you scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! you stand within
theway; you block the door; you will not go into the kingdom and you turn aside
the purein heart who are about to enter in.

3) Woe unto you, you scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! you compass sea
and land to make one prosdlyte, and when he has been made heisa son of hell,
just like your selves.

4) Woe unto you who call your selves the guides of men! and you ar e guides,
blind guides,

5) For you pay tithes of cummin, mint and dill, and leave undone the weightier
matter s of the law; of judgment, justice, faith.

6) You filter out the gnats before you drink; but then you swallow camesand
thelike.

7) Woe unto you, you scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! you clean and scour
the outside of the cup, whileit isfull of filth, extortion and excess.

8) Goto and clean theinside of the cup, and then the poisonous fumes will not
defile the outside of the cup.

9) Woe unto you, you scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! you are your selves
like whitewashed sepulchres; your outer garbsare beautiful, but you are full of
dead men's bones.

10) Y ou seem to men to be divine; but in your heartsyou nourish lust,
hypocrisiesand vileiniquities.

11) Woe unto you, you scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! you build and then
adorn the tombs of holy men of old and say,

12) If we had lived when these men lived, we would have guar ded them, would
not have acted as our fathersdid, when they maltreated them and put them to
the sword.

13) But you ar e sons of them who dew the holy men, and you are not a whit
morejust than they.

14) Go forth and fill the measure of your fatherswho wer e steeped in crime.

15) You are offsprings of the vipers, and how can you be but ser pents of the
dust?

16) God now has sent again to you his prophetsand his seers, hiswise men and
his holy men, and you will scourge them in your synagogues, and stonethem in
the streets, and nail them to the cross.

17) Woe unto you! for on your headswill comethe blood of all the holy men who
have been dain upon the earth.

18) From righteous Abel down to Zacharias, son of Barachias, who was dain
within the Holy Place before the altar of the Lord.

19) Behold, | say that these things all shall come upon this nation and the people
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of Jerusalem.

20) And Jesus looked about and said,

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou crud city of Jerusalem, that daysthe prophetsin the
greetsand killsthe holy men whom God has sent to you!

21) Lo, | would oft have gathered you as children to the fold of God; but you
would not.

22) You haveregjected God, and now your houseis desolate, and you shall see me
not again till you can say,

23) Thrice blessed isthe son of man who comes as son of God.

24) Then Jesus went and sat beside the treasury and watched the people asthey
paid ther tithes.

25) Therich men came and gave of their abundance; and then he saw a poor but
loyal widow come and put a farthing in the treasur e box.

26) And then he said to his disciples who wer e standing by,

Behoald, for thispoor widow who has put a farthing in the treasury has done

mor ethan they all;

27) For she hasgiven all she had; therich have given just alittle share of what
they have.

28) A company of Grecian Jewswere at the feast, and they met Philip, who could
talk with them, and said,

Sir, wewould seethe Lord, this Jesus, who is called the Christ.

29) And Philip led the way, and brought them to the Christ.

30) And Jesus said,

The hour has come; the son of man isready to be glorified, and it cannot be
otherwise.

31) Except agrain of wheat fall into earth and dieit can be nothing but agrain

of wheat; but if it dieit livesagain, and from its grave a hundred grains of wheat
arise.

32) My soul istroubled now; What shall | say? And then he cast hiseyesto
heaven and said,

33) My Father-God, | would not ask to bereieved of all the burdens| must
bear; | only ask for grace and strength to bear the burdenswhatsoe'er they be,
34) Thisisthe hour for which | cameto earth. O Father, glorify thy name!

35) And then the place was lighted with a light more brilliant than the noonday
sun; the people stood a-back; they were afraid.

36) And then a voice that seemed to come from heaven said,

37) | have both glorified my name and yours, and | will honor them
again.

38) The people heard the voice, and some exclaimed,

Behold, a distant thunder! Others said, An angel spoketo him.

39) But Jesus said,

Thisvoicewas not for me; it wasfor you, that you might know that I am come
from God.

40) Now isthe judgment of the world at hand; the prince of darkness shall be
manifest and go unto his own.

41) The son of man will now be lifted up from earth, and hewill draw all men
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unto himself.

42) The people said,

Thelaw declaresthat Christ abidesforever more. How can you say, The son of
man will now be lifted up? Who isthe son of man?

43) And Jesus said to them,

Thelight is shining now; walk in thelight whileyou still have thelight.

44) The darkness comes; but he who walksin darkness cannot find the way.
45) Again | say, Walk in the light whileyou still have the light, that men may
know that you are sons of light.

46) And Jesus stood out in the temple porch, and made hislast appeal unto the
multitudes, he said,

47) Hewho beievesin me, believesin God who sent meforth to do hiswill, and
he who sees me now beholds my Father-God.

48) Behold, | came a light unto the worId; he who believesin meshall walk in
light, thelight of life.

49) You men who hear me now, If you believe menaot, | judge you not.

50) I am not cometo judge the world, but | am cometo save theworld.

51) God isthe only judge of men; but what | speak will ssand against you in the
day when God will judge theworld;

52) For from myself | do not speak; | speak the wordsthat God has given meto
speak.

53) And then he said,

Jerusalem, with all your glory and your crimes, Farewell.

CHAPTER 157

The Christines upon Mount Olives. Jesus prophesies the destruction of Jerusalem,
and of terrible disasters that will mark the conclusion of the age. He exhorts his
disciplesto faithfulness.

THEN Jesuswith the twelve went forth and sat upon Mount Olives, just beyond
the city's gate.

2) And hisdisciples said,

Behold the wondrous city of Jerusalem! itshomes are all so beautiful! itstemples
and itsshrines are clothed in such magnificence!

3) And Jesus said,

Thecity istheglory of my people, Israd, but, lo, the time will come when every
stone will be cast down, and it will be a hissand byword for the nations of the
earth.

4) And the disciples asked,

When will this desolation come?

5) And Jesus said,

Thisround of human lifewill not be full until the armies of the conqueror will
thunder at her gates, and they will enter in, and blood will flow like water
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through the streets.

6) And all the precious furnishings of the temple, court and palaces will be
destroyed, or carried off to deck the palaces and courts of kings.

7) Behold, these days are not at hand. Beforethey come, lo, you shall be
maltreated by the scribes and Pharisees, the high priests and the doctors of the
law.

8) Without a cause you will be haled into courts; you will be stoned; you will be
beaten in the synagogues, will ssand condemned before the rulers of thisworld,
and governorsand kingswill sentence you to death.

9) But you will falter not, and you will testify for truth and righteousness.

10) And in these hour s be anxious not about your speech; you need not think of
what to say;

11) For, lo, the Holy Breath will over shadow you and give you wor dsto say.

12) But then the carnage will go on, and men will think that they are pleasing
God by killing you, and nationsfar and near will hate you for the sake of Chridt.
13) And men will stir up evil thought among your kin, and they will hate you

and will giveyou up to die.

14) And brotherswill befalseto brothers; fatherswill stand forth and testify
againgt their own, and children will drive parentsto thefuneral pile.

15) When you shall hear the Roman eagle screaming in the air, and see his
legions streaming o'er the plain, then know the desolation of Jerusalem isnear.
16) Then let the wise wait not, but flee. Let him who is upon his house wait not to
enter in the houseto gather up hiswealth, but let him flee.

17) And hewho laborsin thefield must not return, but leave hisall to save his
life.

18) And woeto motherswith their little children in that day; none shall escape
the sword.

19) Thetribulation of these days cannot betold in words, for such has never
been since God created man upon the earth.

20) The conqueror will carry many of the sons of Abraham away as captivesinto
foreign lands, and they who know not |sragl's God will tread the highways of
Jerusalem until the anti-Jewish times have been fulfilled.

21) But when the people have been punished for their crimes, thetribulation
dayswill end; but lo, the time will come when all theworld will rise, like
gladiatorsin aring, and fight just for the sake of shedding blood.

22) And men will reason not; they will not see, nor careto see a cause for
carnage, desolation, thefts; for they will war with friend or foe.

23) Thevery air will seem surcharged with smoke of death; and pestilence will
follow close upon the sword.

24) And signsthat men have never seen will appear in heaven and earth; in sun,
and moon, and stars.

25) The seaswill roar, and soundswill come from heaven that men can never
comprehend, and these will bring distress of nations with perplexity.

26) Hearts of the strongest men will faint in fear, in expectation of the coming of
mor e frightful things upon the earth.

27) But while the conflicts rage on land and sea, the Prince of Peace will stand
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above the clouds of heaven and say again:

28) Peace, peace on earth; good will to men; and every man will throw away his
sword, and nationswill learn war no more.

29) And then the man who bear sthe pitcher will walk forth acrossan arc of
heaven; the sign and signet of the son of man will stand forth in the eastern sky.
30) Thewise will then lift up their heads and know that the redemption of the
earth isnear.

31) Before these days shall come, behold, false Christs and poor deluded
prophetswill arisein many lands.

32) And they will show forth signs, and do a multitude of mighty works; and
they will lead astray the many who are not wise; and many of the wise will be
deceived.

33) And now | tell you once again, When men shall say, The Christisin the
wilder ness, go you not forth.

34) And if they say, The Christ isin the secret place, believeit not; for when he
comes theworld will know that he has come.

35) For asthe morning light comes from the east and shines unto the west; so
shall be the coming of the age and son of man.

36) The wicked of the earth will weep when they shall see the son of man come
down upon the clouds of heaven, in power.

37) Take heed you, O take heed, for you know not the hour nor the day when
comes the son of man.

38) Let not your hearts be overcharged with sensuous things, nor with the cares
of life, lest that day come and find you unprepared.

39) Keep watch at every season of the year; and pray that you may meet the
Lord with joy and not with grief.

40) Befor e these days shall come our Father-God will send his messengers
abroad, yea, to the cornersof the earth, and they will say.

41) Prepareyou, O prepare; the Prince of Peace shall come, and now is coming
on the clouds of heaven.

42) When Jesus had thus said, he went with his disciples back to Bethany.

CHAPTER 158

Jesus and the twelve at prayer in Olivet. Jesus revealsto his disciples the deeper
meanings of secret doctrines.
He tells them what to teach the people.
Relates a number of parables. They return to Bethany.

THE morning of the Wednesday of the week was come, and Jesus with the
twelve went out to Olivet to pray; and they werelost in prayer for seven hours.
2) Then Jesus called the twelve close to his side and said,

Thisday the curtain parts and we will step beyond the vell into the secret courts
of God.
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3) And Jesus opened up to them the meaning of the hidden way, and of the Holy
Breath, and of thelight that cannot fail.

4) Hetold them all about the Book of Life, the Rolls of Graphadl, the Book of
God's Remembrance wher e all the thoughts and wor ds of men arewritten down.
5) Hedid not speak aloud to them; hetold the secrets of the mastersin an
undertone, and when he spoke the name of God there was a silence in the courts
of heaven for half an hour, for angels spoke with bated breath.

6) And Jesus said,

These things may not be spoken out aloud; they never may bewritten down;
they arethe messages of Silenceland; they are the Breathings of theinner heart
of God.

7) And then the master taught the twelve the lessons they should teach to other
men. He sometimes taught in parables; he said,

8) You call to mind the words of yesterday about the coming of the son of man.
Now, you shall teach to other men what | have spoken and am speaking unto
you;

9) Teach them to pray and not to faint; to be prepared at every moment of the
day, for when they least expect him, then the Lord will come.

10) A man went to a distant land and left hishouse and all hiswealth in care of
servants, fiveto guard hishouse and five to guard his barnsand herds.

11) The servantswaited long for hisreturn, but he came not, and they grew
carelessin their work; some spent their timein revellings and drunkenness, and
some dept at their posts.

12) And night by night the robberscame and carried off the wealth from house
and barn, and drove away the choicest of the herds.

13) And when they knew that much of all the wealth that they wereleft to guard
had been purloined, they said,

14) We cannot beto blame; if we had known the day and hour when our lord
would come again we would have guarded well hiswealth, and suffered not the
thievesto carry it away; he surely isat fault because hetold us not.

15) But after many daysthelord returned, and when he knew that thieves had
robbed him of hiswealth, he called his servants and he said to them,

16) Because you have neglected what was given you to do, have spent your time
in revellings and deep, behold you all are debtors unto me.

17) What | have lost by your neglect, you oweto me. And then he gave them
heavy tasksto do, and bound them to their posts with chains, wherethey
remained till they had paid for all the goodstheir lord had lost through their
neglect.

18) Another man locked up hiswealth and went to deep, and in the night time
robbers came, unlocked hisdoors, and when they saw no guard, they entered in
and carried off hiswealth.

19) And when the man awoke and found hisdoorsajar and all histreasures
gone, hesaid, If | had known the hour when the thieveswould come | would
have been on guard.

20) Beware, my friends, beware! and be prepared at every hour, and if your
Lord shall come at midnight or at dawn, it mattersnot, for he will find you
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ready to receive.

21) And then, behold, a marriage was announced, and virgins, ten of them, were
set apart to meet the bridegroom when he came.

22) Thevirginsclothed themsalvesin proper garbs, and took their lampsand sat
in waiting for the watch to say, Behold, the bridegroom comes!

23) Now, five werewise; they filled their lampswith oil; and five werefoolish,
for they carried empty lamps.

24) The groom came not at the expected time; the virgins wer e a-weary with
their watch and dept.

25) At midnight came the cry, Behold, the bridegroom comes!

26) Thevirginsrose; the wise ones quickly trimmed their lamps and went forth
ready to receive the groom.

27) Thefoolish virginssaid, We have no ail, our lamps burn not.

28) They sought to borrow from the wise, who said, We have no ail to spare; Go
to the merchant men and buy and fill your lamps and then come forth to meet
the groom.

29) But while they went to purchase oil, the bridegroom came; the virginswho
wereready with their lampsall trimmed went with him to the marriage feast.
30) And when the foolish virgins came the door was shut, and though they
knocked and called aloud, the door was opened not.

31) The master of the feast exclaimed, | know you not! and in disgrace the
virginswent their way.

32) Again | say to you, and you shall say to them who follow you,

33) Beready every moment of the day and night, because when you expect him
not, the Lord will come.

34) Behold, when hewill comewith all hismessengers of light, the Book of Life,
and that of Records, shall be opened up - the booksin which the thoughtsand
words and deeds are written down.

35) And every one can read therecords he haswritten for himsalf, and he will
know his doom before the judge shall speak, and thiswill be the sifting time.

36) According to their records men will find their own.

37) Thejudgeis Righteousness, the king of all the earth, and he will separate the
multitudes as shepher ds separ ate the sheep and goats.

38) The sheep will find their places on theright, the goats upon the left, and
every man will know his place.

39) And then the judgewill say, to those upon theright, You blessed of the
Father-God, come unto your inheritance, which was prepared for you from
times of old.

40) You have been servants of therace; and | was hungry and you gave me
bread; wasthirsty and you gave medrink; was naked and you gave me clothes;
41) Was sick, you ministered to me; and wasin prison and you cameto mewith
wordsof cheer; | wasastranger and in your homes| found a home.

42) Then will the righteous say, When did we see you hungry, thirsty, sick,
imprisoned or a stranger at our gatesand ministered to you?

43) And then thejudge will say, You served the sons of men, and whatsoever you
have donefor these, that you have done for me.
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44) The judge will say to those upon theleft, Depart from me; you have not
served the sons of men.

45) 1 was hungry and you gave me naught to eat; wasthirsty and you gave me
naught to drink; | wasa stranger and you drove me from your door; | was
imprisoned and was sick, you did not minister to me.

46) Then thesewill say, When did we thus neglect to care for you? When did we
seeyou hungry, thirsty, sick, astranger or in prison and did not minister to you?
47) And then the judge will say, Your lifewasfull of saf; you served the self and
not your fellow man, and when you dighted one of these, you dighted and
neglected me.

48) Then will the righteous have the kingdom and the power, and they who are
unrighteous shall go forth to pay their debts, to suffer all that men have suffered
at their hands.

49) They who have earsto hear and heartsto understand will comprehend these
parables.

50) When he had finished all these parables he said,

You know that in two days the great Passover feast will come, and lo, the son of
man will be betrayed into the hands of wicked men.

51) And he will give hislife upon the cross, and men will know that he, the son of
man, is son of God.

52) Then Jesus and the twelve returned to Bethany.

261
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SECTION XVIII

TZADDI

The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

CHAPTER 159

The Christines attend a feast in Simon's house. Mary anoints the master with a
costly balm, and Judas and others rebuke her for profligacy. Jesus defends her.
Therulersof the Jews employ Ananiasto arrest Jesus. Ananias bribes Judasto aid
him.

BAR-SIMON, who was once a leper and was cleansed by Jesus by the sacred
Word, abodein Bethany.

2) In honor of the Christine Lord he gave a feast, and L azar us was among the
guests, and Ruth and Martha served.

3) And asthe guestsreclined about the table, Mary took a cruse of rich perfume
and poured it out on Jesus head and feet.

4) And then she kndt and with her hair shewiped hisfeet; the odor of therich
perfumefilled all the room.

5) Now, Judas, alwayslooking at the selfish side of life, exclaimed,

For shame! why did you waste that costly perfume thus?

6) We might have sold it for three hundred pence, and had the money to supply
our wants and feed the poor.

7) (Now, Judaswasthetreasurer, and carried all the money of the Christine
band.)

8) And otherssaid,

Why, Mary, what a profligate you are! You should not throw such wealth away.
9) But Jesus said,

You men, be ill; let her alone; you know not what you say.

10) The poor are with you constantly; at any time you can administer to them;
but | will not be with you long.

11) And Mary knows the sadness of the coming days, she has anointed me
beforehand for my burial.

12) The gospel of the Christ will everywhere be preached, and hewho tellsthe
story of the Christ will tell about thisday; and what was done by Mary at this
hour will be a sweet memorial to her wherever men abide.

13) And when the feast was over Jesus went with Lazarusto hishome.

14) Now, in Jerusalem the priests and Pharisees wer e busy with their plansto
seizetheLord and take hislife.

15) Thehigh priest called in counsdl all the wisest men and said,

Thisdeed must be accomplished in a secret way.

16) He must be taken when the multitudes are not a-near, else we may cause a
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war ; the common people may stand forth in his defense and thus pollutethis
sacred place with human blood.

17) And what we do, that we must do beforethe great day of the feast.

18) And Ananias said,

| have a plan that will succeed. The twelve with Jesus every day go forth aloneto
pray;

19) And wewill find their trysting place; then we can seize the man and bring
him here without the knowledge of the multitudes.

20) | know one of the twelve, a man who wor shipswealth, and for a sum | think
that he will lead the way to wher e the man iswont to pray.

21) And then Caiaphas said,

If you will lead the way and bribe the man of whom you speak, to aid in seizing
Jesusin a secret place, then we will giveto you a hundred silver piecesfor your
hire.

22) And Ananias said,

‘Tiswel.

23) And then he went to Bethany and found the twelve at Simon's house and,
calling Judasto the side he said,

24) If you would careto make a sum of money for yourself, hear me:

25) The high priest and other rulersin Jerusalem would like to talk with Jesus
when alone, that they may know about hisclaims;

26) And if he proves himself to bethe Chrigt, lo, they will stand in his defense.
27) Now, if you will but lead the way to where your master istomorrow night
that they may send a priest to talk with him alone, thereisa sum of silver, thirty
pieces, that the priestswill giveto you:

28) And Judasreasoned with himsdlf; he said,

It surely may bewell to givethe Lord a chanceto tell the priests about hisclaims
when heisall alone.

29) And if the priests would do him harm he has the power to disappear and go
hisway as he has done before; and thirty piecesisa goodly sum.

30) And so he said to Ananias,

I will lead the way, and by a kiss make known which person isthe L ord.

CHAPTER 160

Jesus and the twelve eat the Passover alone in Nicodemus house.
Jesus washes the disciples feet. Judas leaves the table and goes forth to betray the
Lord.
Jesusteachesthe eleven. Heinstitutesthe Lord's supper.

ON Thursday morning Jesus called to him the twelve disciples, and he said to
them,

ThisisGod's remembrance day, and we will eat the paschal supper all alone.
2) And then he said to Peter, James and John,
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Go now into Jerusalem and there prepar e the pasch.

3) And thedisciples said,

Where would you have us go to find the place where we may have the feast
prepared?

4) And Jesus said,

Go by thefountain gate and you will see a man who has a pitcher in his hand.
Speak unto him and say: Thisisthefirst day of unleavened bread;

5) The Lord would have you set apart your banquet hall where he may eat his
last Passover with the twelve,

6) Fear not to speak; the man whom you will seeis Nicodemus, ruler of the Jews,
and yet a man of God.

7) And the disciples went and found the man as Jesus said, and Nicodemus
hastened to hishome; the banquet hall, an upper room, was set apart, the
supper was prepared.

8) Now, in the afternoon the L ord and his disciples went up to Jerusalem and
found thefeast in readiness.

9) And when the hour had cometo eat the feast, the twelve began to strive
among themselves, each anxiousto secure the honored seats.

10) And Jesus said,

My friends, would you contend for self just asthe shadow of this night of gloom
comes on?

11) Thereisno honored seat at heaven'sfeast except for him who humbly takes
the lowest seat.

12) And then the Lord arose and took a basin full of water and a towel, and
bowing down, he washed the feet of all the twelve and dried them with the towd.
13) He breathed upon them and he said,

And may these feet walk in the ways of righteousness forevermore.

14) He cameto Peter and was about to wash hisfeet, and Peter said,

Lord, would you wash my feet?

15) And Jesus said,

You do not compr ehend the meaning of thething I do, but you will comprehend.
16) And Peter said,

My master, no, you shall not stoop to wash my feet.

17) And Jesus said,

My friend, if | wash not your feet you have no part with me.

18) And Peter said,

Then, O my Lord, wash both my feet, my hands, my head.

19) And Jesus said to him,

He who hastaken first hisbath is clean, and has no need to wash, except hisfeet.
20) Thefeet aretruly symbols of the under standing of the man, and he who
would be clean mugt, in the living stream of life, wash well his under standing
every day.

21) Then Jesus sat with hisdisciples at the table of the feast and said,

Behold the lesson of the hour:

22) You call memaster; such | am. If, then, your Lord and master knedl and
wash your feet, should you not wash each other'sfeet and thus show forth your
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willingnessto serve?

23) You know these things, and if you do them, blessed thrice are you.

24) And then he said,

Thisisan hour when | can truly praise the name of God, for | have greatly
wished to eat with you thisfeast beforel passthe velil;

25) For | will eat it not again until anew | eat it with you in the kingdom of our
Father-God.

26) And then they sung the Hebrew song of praise that Jews were wont to sing
before the feast.

27) And then they ate the pasch and asthey ate, the master said,

Behold, for one of you will turn away this night and will betray meinto wicked
hands.

28) And the disciples were amazed at what he said; they looked into each other's
face in wonder ment; they all exclaimed,

Lord,isit 1?

29) And Peter said to John, who sat besdethe Lord,

Towhom does herefer?

30) And John put forth hishand and touched the master's hand and said,
Which one of usisso depraved asto betray hisLord?

31) And Judas said,

Lord,isit1?

32) And Jesus said,

Heisthe one who now has put hishand with mineinto the dish.

They looked, and Judas hand waswith the hand of Jesusin thedish.

33) And Jesus said,

The Prophets cannot fail; the son of man must be betrayed, but woe to him who
shall betray hisLord.

34) And from the table Judasrose at once; hishour had come.

35) And Jesus said to him,

Do quickly what you areto do.

And Judas went hisway.

36) And when the pasch was done the Lord with the eleven sat a whilein slent
thought.

37) Then Jesustook aloaf of bread that had been broken not and said,
Thisloaf issymbol of my body, and the bread is symbol of the bread of life;
38) And as| break thisloaf, so shall my flesh be broken as a pattern for the sons
of men; for men must fredly givether bodies up in willing sacrifice for other
men.

39) And asyou eat thisbread, so shall you eat the bread of life, and never die.
And then he gaveto each a piece of bread to eat.

40) And then hetook a cup of wine and said,

Blood isthelife, thisisthelife-blood of the grape; it isthe symbol of thelife of
him who gives hislife for men.

41) And asyou drink thiswine, if you shall drink in faith, you drink the life of
Chrigt.

42) And then he supped and passed the cup, and the disciples supped; and Jesus
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said,
Thisisthefeast of life, the great Passover of the son of man, the Supper of the
Lord, and you shall often eat the bread and drink the wine.
43) From henceforth shall this bread be called Remembrance bread; thiswine

shall be Remembrance wine; and when you eat this bread and drink thiswine
remember me.

CHAPTER 161

Jesusteachesthe eleven. Tellsthem that they will all be estranged from him, and
that Peter will deny him thrice before the morning. He speaks final words of
encouragement. Promisesthe Comforter

NOW, after Judas had gone forth to meet the emissaries of the priestsand to
betray hisLord,

2) The master said,

Thehour has come, the son of man will now be glorified.

3) My little children, I am with you yet alittle while; soon you will seek me and
will find me not, for wherel go you cannot come.

4) | giveto you a new command: As| love you and give my lifefor you, so shall
you love the world, and give your lifeto save the world.

5) Love one another asyou love your selves, and then the world will know that
you are sons of God, disciples of the son of man whom God has glorified.

6) And Peter said,

Lord, whereyou go therel will go, for |1 would lay my life down for my Lord.

7) And Jesus said,

Boast not of bravery, my friend; you are not strong enough tonight to follow me.
8) Now, Peter, hear! you will deny methrice beforethe cock shall crow
tomorrow morn.

9) And then helooked upon the eleven and said,

You all will be estranged from me this night.

10) The prophet said, Lo, he will smite the shepherd of the sheep; the sheep will
flee and hide away.

11) But after | am risen from the dead, lo, you will come again, and | will go
before you into Galilee.

12) And Peter said,

My Lord, though every other man forsakeyou | will not.

13) And Jesus said,

O Simon Peter, lo, your zeal isgreater than your fortitude!

Behold, for Satan cometh up to sft you asa pan of wheat, but | have prayed that
in your faith you shall not fail; that after trial you may stand atower of strength.
14) And thedisciplesall exclaimed,

Thereisno power on earth that can estrange, or cause usto deny our Lord.

15) And Jesus said,

L et not your heartsbe sad; you all believein God; believein me.

16) Behold, for there are many mansionsin my Fatherland. If therewerenot |
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would not havetold you so.

17) 1 will go unto my Fatherland, and | will prepare a place for you that wherel
am there you may be. But now you do not know the way unto my Fatherland.
18) And Thomas said,

We do not know where you intend to go; how could we know the way?

19) And Jesus said,

| am theway, thetruth, thelife; I manifest the Christ of God. No man can reach
my Fatherland except he comes with me through Christ.

20) If you had known and comprehended me, then you would know my Father-
God.

21) And Philip said,

Show usthe Father and we will be satisfied.

22) And Jesus said,

Have | been with you all these year s and still you know me not?

23) He who has seen the son has seen the Father, for in the son the Father has
revealed himself.

24) Lo, | havetold you many timesthat what | speak and what | do are not the
wor ds and works of man;

25) They arethewords of God, who livesin meand | in him.

26) Hear me, you faithful men: Hewho believesin me and in my Father-God
shall say and do what | have said and done.

27) Yea, more, he shall do greater works than | have ever done, because | go to
him whose workswe do, and then | can reach forth my hand in helpfulness.

28) And in my name, through Chrigt, you may petition God and he will grant
you your request.

29) Do you believe what | have said? Yes, you believe, and if you love the Christ
and follow me then you will kegp my words.

30) | am thevineg; you arethe branches of thevine; my Father isthe
husbandmen.

31) The branchesthat areworthless, bearing naught but leaves, the hushandmen
will cut away and cast into the fireto be burned.

32) And hewill prunethe branchesthat bear fruit that they may yield
abundantly.

33) The branch cannot bear fruit if separated from the vine; and you cannot
bear fruit when separate from me.

34) Abidein me, and do theworksthat God, through me, has taught you how to
do, and you will bear much fruit, and God will honor you as he has honored me.
35) And now | go my way, but | will pray my Father-God and he will send
another Comforter to you, who will abide with you.

36) Behold, this Comforter of God, the Holy Breath, isonewith God, but sheis
onetheworld cannot receive because it sees her not; it knows her not.

37) But you know her, and will know her, because she will abide within your
soul.

38) | will not leave you desolate, but in the Christ, which isthe love of God made
manifest to men, | will be with you all the way.
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CHAPTER 162

Jesusreveals more fully the mission of the Holy Breath. Tells hisdisciples plainly
that heisabout to die,
and they are sad. He praysfor them and all the world of believers.
They leave the banquet hall.

NOW, John was deeply grieved because the master said,

| go away, and where | go you cannot come.

2) He wept and said,

Lord, | would go with you through every trial and to death.

3) And Jesus said,

And you shall follow methrough trialsand through death; but now you cannot
gowherel will go; but you shall come.

4) And Jesus spoke again unto the eleven and said,

Grievenot because | go away, for it isbest that | should go away. If | go not the
Comforter will not cometo you.

5) Thesethings | speak while with you in the flesh, but when the Holy Breath
shall comein power, lo, shewill teach you more and more, and bring to your
remembrance all thewordsthat | have said to you.

6) There area multitude of things yet to be said; thingsthat this age cannot
receive, because it cannot comprehend.

7) But, lo, | say, Beforethe great day of the Lord shall come, the Holy Breath
will make all mysteriesknown -

8) Themysteries of the soul, of life, of death, of immortality; the oneness of a
man with every other man and with his God.

9) Then will theworld beled to truth, and man will be thetruth.

10) When she has come, the Comforter, she will convince theworld of sin, and of
thetruth of what | speak, and of the judgement of the just; and then the prince
of carnal lifewill be cast out.

11) And when the Comforter shall come| need not intercede for you; for you
will stand approved, and God will know you then as he knows me.

12) The hour has come when you will weep; the wicked will rgoice, because | go
away; but | will come again, and all your sorrows shall beturned to joy;

13) Yeaq, verily, you will rgoice as one who welcomes back a brother from the
dead.

14) And the disciples said,

Our Lord, speak not in proverbsany more; speak plainly unto us;, we know that
you arewise and know all things.

15) What isthe meaning of your words, | go away, but | will come again?

16) And Jesus said,

The hour is come when you will all bescattered forth, and every man will be
afraid;

17) Will fleeto save hislife and leave me alone; yet | will not be all alone; my
Father-God iswith me all the way.

18) And wicked men will take meto the judgment seat of wicked men and in the
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presence of the multitudes | will give up my life, a pattern for the sons of men.
19) But | will rise again and come to you.

20) Thesethings| speak that you may be established in the faith when they shall
come to pass.

21) And you shall bear the buffetings of men, and follow in the thorny path |
tread.

22) Be not dismayed; be of good cheer, Lo, | have overcome theworld, and you
shall overcometheworld.

23) Then Jesuslifted up hiseyesto heaven and said,

My Father-God, the hour has come;

24) The son of man must now be lifted from the earth, and may he falter not,
that all the world may know the power of sacrifice;

25) For as| givemy lifefor men, lo, men must give their livesfor other men.
26) | cameto do thy will, O God, and in the sacred name, the Christ isglorified,
that men may seethe Christ aslife, aslight, aslove, astruth.

27) And through the Christ become themselvesthe life, the light, the love, the
truth.

28) | praisethy name because of these whom thou hast given me, for they have
honored thee and they will honor thee,

29) And none of them arelost, and none are gone away, except the blinded son of
carnal life, who hath goneforth to sdll hisLord.

30) O God, forgive this man because he knows not what he does.

31) And now, O God, | cometo thee, and am no morein mortal life; keep thou
these men to whom | have made known thy wisdom and thy love.

32) Asthey beievein me, and in thewords| speak, may all theworld believein
them and in the words they speak.

33) Asthou hast sent meforth into theworld, so | have sent them forth. | pray
that thou wouldst honor them asthou hast honored me.

34) | do not pray that thou wouldst take them from the world, but that they may
be guarded from the evil of the world, and not be subject to temptationsthat are
too great for them to bear.

35) They once wer e of theworld, but now are of theworld no more, as| am of
theworld no more.

36) Thy word istruth, O God, and by thy word let them be sanctified.

37) | do not pray for thesealone, O God; | also pray for all who will believe on
me, and will accept the Christ because of what they do and say, that they may all
be one.

38) As| am onewith thee, and thou art one with me, may they be one with us,
39) That all theworld may know that thou hast sent meforth to do thy will, and
that thou lovest them asthou hast ever loved me.

40) When Jesus had thus said, they sung the Jewish song of praise, and then
arose and went their way.
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CHAPTER 163

Jesus visits Pilate, who urges him to flee from the country to save hislife.
Jesusrefusesto do so. He meets hisdisciplesin Massalian's orchard.
The scene in Gethsemane.

The Jewish mob led by Judasisnear.

AS Jesus and the eleven went out, a Roman guard approached and said,

All hail! Isone of you the man from Galilee?

2) And Peter said,

Weall are men from Galilee; whom do you seek?

3) Theguard replied,

| seek for Jesus, whoiscalled the Christ.

4) And Jesus answered,

Heream .

5) The guard spoke out and said,

| do not comein an official way; | bear to you a message from the governor.

6) Jerusalem is all alive with vengeful Jews who swear that they will take your
life, and Pilate would confer with you, and hewould have you cometo him
without delay.

7) And Jesus said to Peter and therest,

Gotothevale and by the Kidron wait for me, and | will go alone and seethe
governor.

8) And Jesus went up with the guard, and when he reached the palace, Pilate
met him at the gate and said,

9) Young man, | have aword to say that may bewdll for you. | have observed
your works and wordsthreeyearsand more;

10) And | have often stood in your defense when your own countrymen would
fain have stoned you asa criminal.

11) But now the priests, the scribes and Pharisees have stirred the common
people to a stage of frenzied wantonness and cruelty, and they intend to take
your life.

12) Because, they say, that you have sworn to tear their temple down; to chage
thelawsthat Moses gave; to exile Pharisee and priest and seat your self upon a
throne.

13) And they aver that you arefully in league with Rome.

14) The streets of all Jerusalem arefilled thismoment with a horde of madmen
all intent to shed your blood.

15) Thereisno safety for you but in flight; wait not until the morning sun. You
know the way to reach the border of thiscursed land.

16) | have allittle band of guards, well horsed and armed, and they will take you
out beyond the reach of harm.

17) You mugt not tarry here, young man, you must arise and go.

18) And Jesus said,

A noble prince hasCaesar in his Pilate Pontius, and from the point of carnal
man your wor ds ar e seasoned with the wise man's salt; but from the point of
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Christ your words ar e foolishness.

19) The coward fleeswhen danger comes; but he who comesto seek and save the
lost must give hislifein willing sacrifice for those he comesto seek and save.
20) Befor e the pasch has been consumed, o, all this nation will be cur sed by
shedding blood of innocence; and even now the murderersare at the door.

21) And Pilate said,

It shall not be; the sword of Rome will be unsheathed to save your life.

22) And Jesus said,

Nay, Pilate, nay; there are no armieslarge enough in all the world to save my
life.

23) And Jesus bade the governor farewell, and went hisway; but Pilate sent a
double guard with him lest he should fall into the hands of those who were alert
totake hislife.

24) But in a moment Jesus disappear ed; the guards saw him nomore, and in a
little while he reached the brook of Kidron wherethe eleven were.

25) Now, just beyond the brook therewas an orchard and a home where one,
Massalian, lived, where Jesus oft had been.

26) Massalian was hisfriend, and he believed that Jesuswasthe Christ that
Jewish prophetslong ago had said would come.

27) Now, in the orchard was a sacred knoll; Massalian called the place
Gethsemane.

28) The night wasdark, but in the orchard it was doubly dark and Jesus bade
the eight disciplestarry by the brook,

29) While he, with Peter, James and John went to Gethsemaneto pray.

30) They sat beneath an olive tree, and Jesus opened up the mysteries of lifeto
Peter, James and John. He said,

31) The Spirit of eternity is One unmanifest; and thisis God the Father, God the
Mother, God the Son in One.

32) In life of manifeststhe One becamethe Three, and God the Father isthe God
of might; and God the Mother isomniscient God, and God the Son islove.

33) And God the Father isthe power of heaven and earth; and God the M other
isthe Holy Breath, thethought of heaven and earth; and God the Son, the only
son, isChrist, and Christ islove.

34) | came as man to manifest thisloveto men,

35) Asman | have been subject unto all thetrialsand temptations of the human
race; but | have overcome the flesh, with all its passions and its appetites.

36) What | have done all men can do.

37) And | am now about to demonstrate the power of man to conquer death; for
every man is God made flesh.

38) | will lay down my life, and | will takeit up again, that you may know the
mysteries of life, of death, and of the resurrection of the dead.

39) I lay me down in flesh, but | will risein spirit form with power to manifest
myself so mortal eyes can see.

40) Soin atrinity of days| will show forth the all of life, the all of death, the
meaning of theresurrection of the dead.

41) And what | do all men can do.
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42) And you, my three, who congtitute the inner circle of the Church of Chrigt,
will show to men the attributes of all the Gods.

43) And Peter shall make known the Power of God; and James shall show the
Thought of God; and John shall demonstrate the Love of God.

44) Be not afraid of men, for you have been sent forth to do the mighty works of
God the Father, God the Mother, God the Son.

45) And all the power s of carnal life cannot destroy your life until your work is
done.

46) | leave you now, and | will go out in the darkness all alone and talk with
God.

47) By sorrow | am overwhelmed, | leave you hereto watch with me.

48) Then Jesus went three hundred cubitstoward the east, and fell upon hisface
and prayed; hesaid,

49) My God! my God! isthere a way by which | may escape the horrorsof the
coming hours? My human flesh shrinks back; my soul isfirm; so not my will,
but thine, O God, be done.

50) In agony he prayed; the strain upon the human form was great; hisveins
wer e burst asunder, and his brow was bathed in blood.

51) And then he went back to the three, and found them all aseep; he said,

52) O Simon, Simon, do you deep! Could you not watch with me a single hour?
Bevigilant, and watch and pray that your temptations be not too great for you
to bear.

53) | know the spirit isalert and willing; but the flesh is weak.

54) And then he went again and prayed,

O Father, God! if | must drink thisbitter cup, give methe strength of soul; for
not my will, but thine be done.

55) And then he went again to hisdisciples; lo, he found them still adeep. He
wakened them and said to James,

56) Have you been deeping while your master has been wrestling with the
greatest foe of men? Could you not watch with me a single hour?

57) And then he went again and prayed.

O God, | yield tothee; thy will be done.

58) And then again he went back to thethree, and still they dept. He said to
John,

59) With all the love you have for me, could you not watch with me a single
hour?

60) And then he said,

It isenough; the hour has come, and my betrayer isat hand; arise and let us go.
61) And when they came again to Kidron, lo, the eight disciples were adeep, and
Jesus said,

You men, awake; behold, for the betrayer of the son of man iscome.

CHAPTER 164
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Judas betrays his Lord with a kiss. Jesusis seized by the mob and the disciples flee
to
save their lives. Jesusistaken unto Jerusalem. Peter and John follow the mob.

THE Lord with the eleven werein the orchard of Massalian, and asthey talked
they saw a band of men with lanterns and with swords and clubs approaching
them.

2) And Jesus said,

Behold the emissaries of the evil one! and Judasleadsthe way.

3) And thedisciples said,

Lord, let usfleeto saveour lives.

4) But Jesus said,

Why should wefleeto save our liveswhen thisisthe fulfillment of the words of
prophets and of seers?

5) And Jesus went alone to meet the men; and asthey came he said,

Why areyou here, you men? whom do you seek?

6) And they replied,

We seek the man from Galilee. We seek for Jesus, one who calls himself the
Chrigt.

7) And Jesus answered,

Heream|I.

8) And then heraised his hands and with a mighty thought he brought the ethers
to the state of light; and all the orchard was aglow with light.

9) Thefrenzied men weredriven back and many fled and tarried not until they
reached Jerusalem; and othersfell upon their faceson the ground.

10) The bravest men, and they with hardest hearts, remained, and when the light
had paled, the Lord again inquired,

Whom do you seek?

11) And Ananias said,

We seek the man from Galilee; we seek for Jesus, he who calls himself the
Chrigt.

12) And Jesus answered him and said,

| told you once before; but now | tell you once again that | am he.

13) By Ananias, Judas stood; but in a moment he had gone and coming up
behind theLord he said,

My Lord,;

and then hekissed him asa sign that he was Jesus whom they sought.

14) And Jesus said,

Do you, Iscariot, come and thus betray your master with a kiss?

15) Thisthing must need be done; but woe to him who does betray his Lord.
16) Your carnal greed has seared your conscience and you know not what you
do; but in alittletime your conscience will assert itself, and in remorse, lo, you
will close your span and takeyour life.

17) Then the eleven came, laid hold of Judas and would have done him harm;
but Jesus said,

18) You must not harm this man; you have no right to judge thisman; his
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conscienceis hisjudge, will sentence him and he will execute himsalf.

19) And then the mob led on by Malchus, servant of Caiaphas, laid hold of Jesus,
and was binding him with chains.

20) And Jesus said,

Why do you come in dead of night with swords and clubsto take mein this
sacred place?

21) Have | not spokenin the public places of Jerusalem? Have | not healed your
sick, and opened up your blinded eyes, and made your lameto walk, your deaf
to hear? You could have found me any day.

22) And now you try to bind me down with chains, what ar e these chains but
links of reeds? And then heraised his hands, the chains were broken and they
fell to earth.

23) And M alchusthought the Lord would flee to save hislife, and with a club he
fain would smite him in the face.

24) But Peter had a sword, and rushing up he smote the man and wounded him.
25) But Jesus said,

Stay, Peter, stay; put up your sword; you are not called to fight with swordsand
clubs. Whoever wieldsthe sword shall perish by the sword.

26) | do not need protection by the sons of men, for | could call thismoment and
alegion, yea, twelve legions of the messenger s of God, would come and stand in
my defense; but then it isnot well.

27) And then he said to Malchus,

Man, | would not have you harmed.

And then helaid his hand upon the wound that Peter made, and it was healed.
28) Then Jesus said,

Benot concerned lest | should tear myself away from you and flee to save my
life. I have no wish to save my life; do with me asyou wish.

29) And then the mob rushed up to seize the eleven to take them back to stand
for trial asthe aids of Jesusin hiscrimes.

30) But the disciples, every one of them, deserted Jesus, and they fled to save
their lives.

31) Now, John was last to flee; the mob laid hold of him and tore his garments
all to shreds; but he escaped in nakedness.

32) Massalian saw the man, and took him to his home and gave him other
clothes; and then he followed after them who led the Lord away.

33) And Peter was ashamed because of hisweak cowar dice, and when he was
himsdlf again he joined with John and followed close behind the mob, and came
into Jerusalem.
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SECTION XIX
KOPH

The Trial and Execution of Jesus

CHAPTER 165

Jesus before Caiaphas. Peter denieshisLord thrice.
Theindictment, signed by seven ruling Jews.
A hundred perjured witnesses testify to the truth of the charges.

CAIAPHASwasthe high priest of the Jews; the mob led Jesusto his palace hall.

2) The court had been convened, and all the galleries wer e packed with scribes
and Pharisees already sworn aswitnesses against the Lord.

3) The maid who kept the palace door knew John and this disciple asked that he
and Peter be admitted to the hall.

4) The maid permitted them to enter in, and John went in; but Peter was afraid
and tarried in the outer court.

5) Thewoman said to Peter, as he stood beside the door,

Areyou afollower of thisman from Galilee?

6) And Peter said,

No, I am not.

7) The men who had brought Jesusto the hall sat by a firein the outer court,
because the night was cool, and Peter sat with them.

8) Another maid who waited in the place saw Peter and she said to him,

You surely arefrom Galilee; your speech isthat of Galilee; you are a follower of
thisman.

9) And Peter said,

| know not what you mean; | do not even know this man.

10) And then a servant of Caiaphas, one of those who seized the Lord and
brought him to the court, saw Peter and he said to him,

11) Did | not seeyou in the orchard of Massalian with this seditious Nazar ene?
I'm surel did, and you are one of those who followed him.

12) Then Peter rose and stamped upon the floor, and swore by every sacred
thing, that he knew not the criminal.

13) Now, John was standing near and when he heard the words and knew that
Peter had denied hisLord, helooked at him in sheer astonishment.

14) Just then a cock crew loud beneath the court, and Peter called to mind the
wordsthe Lord had said,

15) Before the cock shall crow tomorrow morn you will deny me thrice.

16) And Peter's conscience smote him heavily, and he went out into the night
and wept.

275
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17) Caiaphas sat in state; before him stood the man from Galilee.

18) Caiaphas said,

Y ou people of Jerusalem, who isthe man that you accuse?

19) They answered:

In the name of every loyal Jew we do accuse this man from Galilee, this Jesus,
who assumesto be our king, asenemy of God and man.

20) Caiaphas said to Jesus,

Man, you are permitted now to speak and tell about your doctrinesand your
claims.

21) And Jesus said,

You priest of carnal man, why do you ask about my words and works?

22) Lo, | havetaught the multitudesin every public place; | haverestored your
sick to health; have caused your deaf to hear, your lame to walk, and | have
brought your dead to life again.

23) My wor ks have not been donein secret place but in your public hallsand
thoroughfares.

24) Go ask the people, who have not been bought with gold or glittering
promises, to tell about my words and works.

25) When Jesus had thus said a Jewish guard came up and smote him in the face
and said,

How dare you speak thus unto him, the high priest of the Jews?

26) And Jesus said,

If I have spoken falsely bear witnessunto what | say; If | havetold the truth why
did you smite me thus?

27) And then Caiaphas said,

What'er you do, doin alegal way, for we must answer to a higher court for
everythingwedo or say.

28) L et the accuser s of thisman present their chargesin alegal form.

29) And then Caiaphas scribe stood forth and said,

| have the accusations herein legal form; the charges made and signed by
scribes and priests and Pharisees.

30) Caiaphas said,

Be still, you men, and hear the chargesread.

The scribetook up aroll and read:

31) Tothe Sanhedrin of the Jews and to Caiaphas the high priest, most honored
men:

32) The highest duty man can render isto hisnation and hisown isto protect
them from their foes.

33) The people of Jerusalem are conscious that a mighty foeisin their very
mid<t.

34) A man named Jesus has come forth and claimsto be heir to David'sthrone.
35) Asan imposter heisfoe, and in the name of every loyal Jew we here submit
these char ges which we are competent to prove;

36) At first, he blasphemes God; he says heis son of God; that he and God are
one;
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37) And he profanes our holy days by healing, and doing other work upon the
Sabbath days;
38) And he proclaims himself the king, successor of our David and our Solomon;
39) And hedeclaresthat hewill tear our temple down and build it up again in
form moregloriousin three days,
40) And he declaresthat he will drive the people from Jerusalem, ashedrove
out the mer chants from the temple court; and bring to occupy our sacred hillsa
tribe of men that know not God,
41) And he aversthat every doctor, scribe and Pharisee and Sadducee, shall go
in exile, and shall never morereturn;
42) And to these charges we do set our hands and seals.

Annas. Simon.

Abinadab. Annanias.

Joash. Azaniah.

Hezekiah.

43) Now, when thescribe had read the char ges, all the people called for blood;
they said,

L et such awretch be stoned; let him be crucified.

44) Caiaphas said,

You men of Isradl, do you sustain the charges of these men?

45) A hundred men who had been bribed, stood forth to testify; they swore that
every chargewastrue.

46) Caiaphas said to Jesus,

Man, have you a word to say? are you the son of God?

47) And Jesus said,

So you have said;

and then hesaid no more.

CHAPTER 166

Jesus before the Sanhedrin. Nicodemus pleads for justice;
he shows the incompetency of the witnesses.
The council failsto declare Jesus guilty, but Caiaphas,
the presiding judge, declares him guilty.
The mob maltreats Jesus. Heistaken to Pilate's court.

WHEN Jesus would not speak, Caiaphas stood befor e the Jewish mob and said,
2) Bind fast the prisoner, for he must go before the great Sanhedrin of the Jews
to answer for hislife.

3) We cannot execute a criminal until our findings have been verified by this, the
highest council of the Jews.

4) Assoon asit was day the highest council of the people met; the Lord and his
accuser s stood beforethe bar.
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5) Caiaphas wasthe chief; herose and said,

L et the accusersof thisman from Galilee bring forth their chargesand their
evidence.

6) Caiaphas' scribe stood forth and read the charges and the names of those who
had accused the man from Galilee.

7) And all the witnesses were made to stand and testify before the council of the
Jews.

8) And then the lawyersweighed the evidence, and Nicodemus stood among the
men who plead.

9) Heraised hishands and said,

L et justice now be done, though every scribe and Pharisee and priest and
Sadducee, aswell as Jesus, the accused, be judged a liar.

10) If we can prove this Jesusto be foe and traitor to our lawsand land, let him
be judged a criminal and suffer for hiscrimes.

11) If it be proved that these who testify are perjurersin the sight of God and
man, then let the man from Galilee go free.

12) And then he brought the testimonies of the witnesses befor e the judges of the
law; no two of them agreed. In heat of passion, or for gain, the men had testified.
13) The council would have gladly judged that Jesuswasa criminal and
sentenced him to death; but in the face of all the evidence they wer e afraid.

14) And then Caiaphas said,

You man from Galilee, Before the living God, | now command that you shall
answer me, Areyou the Chrigt, the son of God?

15) And Jesus said,

If I would answer, Yes, you would not hear, nor yet believe,

16) If | would answer, No, | would be like your witnesses, and stand a liar in the
sight of man and God. But this| say,

17) Thetime will come when you will see the son of man upon the throne of
power and coming in the clouds of heaven.

18) And then Caiaphasrent his clothes and said,

Have you not heard enough? Did you not hear his vile blasphemous wor ds?
What further need have we of witnesses? What shall we do with him?

19) The people said,

Put him to death.

And then the mob rushed up and spit into hisface, and struck him with their
hands.

20) And then they bound a cloth about his eyes and smote him in the face and
said,

You area prophet; tell uswho it waswho smote you in the face.

21) And Jesus answered not and like alamb befor e his shearer he, the man from
Galilee, resisted not.

22) Caiaphas said,

We cannot put a man to death until the Roman ruler shall confirm the sentence
of thiscourt;

23) So takethis criminal away and Pilate will endor se what we have done.
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24) And then was Jesus dragged along the way up to the palace of the Roman
governor.

CHAPTER 167

Jesus before Pilate. |spronounced not guilty. Jesus before Herod and istortured
and
returned to Pilate, who again declares him innocent. The Jews demand his death.
Pilate'swife urges her husband to have nothing to do with the punishment of
Jesus. Pilate weeps.

INTO the palace of the Roman governor the Jewswould enter not lest they
become defiled and be unworthy to attend the feast; but they led Jesusto the
palace court, and Pilate met them there.

2) And Pilate said,

Why this commotion in the early day? What isyour prayer?

3) The Jewsreplied,

We bring before you one, an evil and seditious man.

4) He has been tried before the highest council of the Jews and has been proven
traitor to our laws, our stateand to the government of Rome.

5) We pray that you will sentence him to death upon the cross.

6) And Pilate said,

Why do you bring him unto me? Go to, and judge him your salves.

7) You havealaw, and by the sanction of the Roman law, you havearight to
judge and right to execute.

8) The Jewsreplied,

We have no right to execute a man upon the cross, and since this man istraitor
to Tiberius, our counsdllorsbelieve that he should meet the most humiliating
death - the death upon the cross.

9) But Pilate said,

No man can be found guilty of a crime by Roman law until the testimony all is
in, and the accused has been permitted to defend himsalf;

10) So | will take your bill of charges, with the evidence you have, and judge by
Roman law.

11) The Jews had made a copy of the accusationsin the language of the Roman
court, and they had added to the bill:

12) We charge that Jesusisan enemy of Rome; that he demandsthat men shall
pay no tributeto Tiberius.

13) And Pilate took the bill; hisguardsled Jesus up the stepsinto the palace hall.
14) And Jesus stood before the Roman governor, and Pilateread to him the
charges of the Jews, and said,

15) What isyour answer to thisbill? These charges, arethey true or false?

16) And Jesus said,

Why should | plead before an earthly court? The charges have been verified by
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perjured men; what need | say?

17) Yes, | am king; but carnal men cannot behold the king, nor see the kingdom
of the God,; it iswithin.

18) If I had been king as carnal man isking, my servants would have stood in my
defense, and | would not have willingly surrendered to the minions of the Jewish
law.

19) | have no testimony from the sons of men. God is my witness, and my words
and deeds bear witnessto thetruth;

20) And every man who comprehendsthe truth will hearken to my words, and

in his soul give witness unto me.

21) And Pilate said,

What isthetruth?

22) And Jesus said,

Truth isthe God who knows. It isthe changeless one. The Holy Breath istruth;
she changes not and cannot pass anay.

23) And Pilate went again unto the Jews and said,

Thisman isguilty of no crime; | cannot sentence him to death.

24) And then the Jews grew boisterous; they cried aloud and said,

Our council surely knows. Thewisest men of all the land have found him guilty
of a score of crimes.

25) He would pervert the nation of the Jews; would overthrow the Roman rule
and make himself theking. Heisa culprit come from Galilee; he must be
crucified.

26) And Pilate said,

If Jesusisfrom Galilee heisa subject of the governor of Galilee, who should be
judge.

27) Now, Herod had come down from Galilee and with his suitewasin
Jerusalem.

28) And Pilate sent to him the Lord in chains; he also sent a copy of the char ges,
and of the testimonies of the Jews and asked that he would passin judgment on
the case.

29) And Herod said,

| have heard much about thisman and | am pleased to see him in my court.

30) And then he asked the Lord about his claims, about hisdoctrinesand his
aims,

31) And Jesus answered not aword; and Herod was enraged; he said,

Do you insult theruler of theland by answering not?

32) And then he called hisguardsand said,

Takeyou thisman and torture him until he answersme.

33) The guardstook Jesusand they smote him; mocked him; wrappedhim in a
royal robe; they made a crown of thornsand put it on hishead; they put a
broken reed into his hands;

34) And then they said deridingly,

All hail, thou royal king! Where are your subjectsand your friends?

35) But Jesus answered not aword. Then Herod sent him back to Pilate with this
note of courtesy:
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36) Most worthy counsellor of Rome, | have examined all the charges and the
testimonies that you sent to me regarding this seditious man from Galilee, and
while | might adjudge him guilty of the crimes as charged,

37) | yield to you my rights as judge, because you are superior to mein power. |
will approve of any judgment you may render in this case.

38) Now, Pilate and thetetrarch had been foes, but the experience of thishour
destroyed their enmity and they werefriendsin after days.

39) When Jesus had been brought again to Pilate's court, the Roman Gover nor
stood forth before the accusers of the Lord and said,

40) | cannot find this Nazarene to be a criminal as charged; thereisno evidence
that he should suffer death; so | will scourge him well and let him go.

41) The Jewscried angrily,

It isnot meet that such a dangerous man should live; he must be crucified.

42) Then Pilate said,

| bid you wait alittletime.

And then hewent into an inner room and sat in silent thought.

43) And as he mused hiswife, a godly woman, chosen from among the Gauls,
camein and said,

44) | pray you, Pilate, hearken unto me: Bewar e of what you do thishour. Touch
not thisman from Galilee; heisa holy man.

45) 1f you should scour ge thisman you scour ge the son of God. Last night | saw
it al in vision far too vivid to be set aside asidle dream.

46) | saw thisman walk on the waters of the sea; | heard him speak and calm an
angry sorm; | saw him flying with the wings of light;

47) | saw Jerusalem in blood; | saw the statues of the Caesarsfall; | saw a vell
beforethe sun, and day was dark as night.

48) The earth on which | stood was shaken like a reed before thewind. | tell you,
Pilate, if you batheyour handsin thisman's blood then you may dread the
frownsof great Tiberius, and the curses of the senator s of Rome.

49) And then shel€eft, and Pilate wept.

CHAPTER 168

Pilate'sfinal effort to release Jesusfails. He washes his handsin feigned
innocence.
Delivers Jesus to the Jews for execution. The Jewish soldiersdrive him to Calvary.

A SUPERSTITIOUS people are the Jews. They have a faith that they have
borrowed from theidol wor shippers of other lands, that at the end of every year,
2) They may heap all their sinsupon the head of some man set apart to bear
their sins.

3) The man becomes a scrpegoat for the multitudes, and they believe that when
they drive him forth into thewilds, or into foreign lands, they arereleased from
sin.
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4) So every Spring beforethe feast they chose a prisoner from the prisons of the
land, and by a form their own, they fain would make him bear their ansaway.

5) Among the Jewish prisonersin Jerusalem wer e three who wer e the leader s of
avile, seditious band, who had engaged in theftsand murdersand rapine, and
had been sentenced to be crucified.

6) Barabbas bar Jezia was among the men who wereto die; but hewasrich and
he had bought of prieststhe boon to be the scapegoat for the people at the
coming feast, and he was anxioudy in waiting for hishour to come.

7) Now, Pilate thought to turn this super tition to account to savetheLord, and
so hewent again beforethe Jews and said,

8) You men of Israel, according to my custom | will releaseto you today a
prisoner who shall bear your sinsaway.

9) Thisman you driveinto thewildsor into foreign lands, and you have asked
meto release Barabbas, who has been proven guilty of the murder of a scor e of
men.

10) Now, hear me men, L et Jesus bereleased and let Bar abbas pay his debt upon
the cross; then you can send this Jesusto thewildsand hear no more of him.
11) At what theruler said the people were enraged, and they began to plot to
tear the Roman palace down and drivein exile Pilate, and his household and his
guards.

12) When Pilate was assured that civil war would follow if he heeded not the
wishes of the mab, hetook a bowl! of water, and in the presence of the multitude,
he washed hishands and said,

13) This man whom you accuse is son of the most holy Gods, and | proclaim my
innocence.

14) 1f you would shed hisblood, his blood ison your hands and not on mine.

15) And then the Jews exclaimed,

And let hisblood be on our handsand on our children's hands.

16) And Pilatetrembled like a leaf, in fear. Barabbas, hereleased, and asthe
Lord stood forth before the maob, theruler said,

Behold your king! And would you put to death your king?

17) TheJewsreplied,

Heisno king; we have no king but great Tiberius.

18) Now, Pilate would not give consent that Roman soldier s should imbue their
handsin blood of innocence, and so the chief priests and the Phariseestook
counsel what to do with Jesus, who was called the Christ.

19) Caiaphas said,

We cannot crucify this man; he must be stoned to death and nothing more.

20) And then therabble said,

Make haste! let him be stoned.

And then they led him forth toward the hill beyond the city's gates, where
criminals were put to death.

21) The rabble could not wait until they reached the place of skulls. Assoon as
they had passed the city's gate, they rushed upon him, smote him with their
hands, they spit upon him, stoned him, and hefell upon the ground.

22) And one, a man of God, stood forth and said,
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Isaiah said, He shall be bruised for our transgressions and by his stripes we shall
be healed.

23) As Jesuslay all bruised and mangled on the ground a Pharisee called out,
Stay, stay you men! behold, the guards of Herod come and they will crucify this
man.

24) And there beside the city's gate they found Barabbas's cross, and then the
frenzied mab cried out,

Let him be crucified.

25) Caiaphas and the other ruling Jews came forth and gave consent.

26) And then they lifted Jesus from the ground, and at the point of swordsthey
drove him on.

27) A man named Simon, a friend of Jesus, was a-near the scene, and since the
bruised and wounded Jesus could not bear his cross, they laid it on the shoulders
of thisman, and made him bear it on to Calvary.

CHAPTER 169

Judasisfilled with remorse.
Hurries to the temple and throws the thirty pieces of silver at the feet of the priests,
who take it and buy a potter'sfield. Judas hangs himself.
Hisbody isburied in the potter'sfield.

NOW, Judas who betrayed hisLord, waswith the mob; but all the time he
thought that Jesus would assert his power and demonstrate the strength of God
that he possessed, and striketo earth the fiendish multitudes and free himself;
2) But when he saw hismaster on the ground and bleeding from a scor e of
wounds, he said,

3) O God, what have | done? | have betrayed the son of God; the cur se of God
will rest upon my soul.

4) And then he turned and ran with haste until he reached the temple door; he
found the priests, who gave to him the thirty silver piecesto betray theLord,
and said,

5) Take back your bribe; it isthe cost price of my soul; | have betrayed the son
of God.

6) Thepriestsreplied,

That mattersnot to us.

7) Then Judasthrew the silver on thefloor, and, bowed with grief, he went
away, and on a ledge beyond the city's walls he hanged himsdlf and died.

8) In timethe fastenings gave way, hisbody fel into the Hinnon vale and after
many daysthey found it there a shapeless mass.

9) Therulerscould not put the price of blood into thetreasury, and so they took
thethirty silver pieces with which they bought a potter'sfied,

10) Wher e they might bury those who had no rightsto liewithin their sacred



284
Aquarian Gospd of Jesus, the Chrigt--Dowling

grounds.
11) And therethey put the body of the man who sold hisLord.

CHAPTER 170

The crucifixion. Jesus praysfor hismurderers. Pilate putsan inscription
above the cross. Jesus speaks words of encouragement to the penitent thief.
Commitsto John the care of his mother and Miriam.

The soldiers divide his garments among themsel ves.

The Jewish mab pushed on toward Calvary and asthey went the Marys,
Miriam, and other women not a few, wer e close beside the Lord.

2) They wept aloud. When Jesus saw them weeping and lamenting thus he said,
3) Weep not for me, for though | go away, go through the gateway of the cross,
yet on the next day of the sun, lift up your hearts, for | will meet you at the
sepulchre.

4) Thegreat processon cameto Calvary. The Roman soldiershad already
bound the two state prisonersto the cross.

5) (They were not nailed, but smply bound.)

6) Four soldiers of the Roman guard that Herod brought from Galilee were
called to execute the order s of the court.

7) These were the men who had been set apart to torture Jesus and secure from
him confession of his guilt.

8) These were the men who scourged him, put a crown of thornsupon his head,
a broken reed into his hands, and wrapped him in aroyal robe, and bowed in
mockery, before him asaking.

9) These soldierstook the Lord and stripped him, laid him on the crossand
would have bound him therewith cords; but thiswould not suffice.

10) The crud Jewswere near with hammer and with nails; they cried,

Not cords, but nails; drivefast the nailsand hold him to the cross.

11) And then the soldier stook the nailsand drove them through hisfeet and
hands.

12) They offered him a sedative to drink, a draught of vinegar and myrrh; but
herefused to drink the draught.

13) The soldiershad prepared a placein which to plant Barabbas' cross between
the other criminals; and herethey raised the cross of Jesus, who was called the
Chrigt;

14) And then the soldiersand the mob sat down to watch him die.

15) And Jesus said,

My Father-God, forgive these men; they know not what they do.

16) Now, Pilate had prepared atablet to be placed upon the cross on which was
written in the tongues of Hebrew, Latin and Greek these words of truth:
JESUSTHE CHRIST, KING OF THE JEWS.

17) And thiswas placed upon the cross. The priests wer e angered when they
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read these words upon the tablet of the cross.

18) And then they prayed that Pilate would not say,

Heisthe Chrigt, king of the Jews; but say, He claimsto be the Christ, king of the
Jews.

19) But Pilate said,

What | havewritten, | havewritten; let it stand.

20) The Jewish multitudes who saw the L ord upon the cr oss were wild with joy;
they said,

All hail, fake king!

21) Y ou who would tear the temple down and in three dayswould build it up
again, why don't you save your self?

22) If you are Chrigt, the son of God, come from the cross; then all men will
believe.

23) The priestsand scribes and Phariseeslooked on the scene and scoffed; they
said,

Herescued othersfrom the grave; why doesn't he save himself?

24) The Jewish soldiersand the Roman guards who came from Galilee were loud
in mocking and deriding him.

25) One of the other men upon the crossjoined in the mockery; he said,

If you are Chrigt, you have the power; just speak the Word, and save your self
and me.

26) The other man upon the crossrebuked the man; he said,

You wretch! have you no fear of God?

27) Thisman isinnocent of any crimewhileyou and | are guilty and are paying
up the debts we owe.

28) And then he said to Jesus,

Lord, I know thy kingdom comes, the kingdom that the world can never

compr ehend;

29) And when thou comest on the clouds of heaven, remember me.

30) And Jesus said,

Behold, for | will meet you in therealm of soulsthisday.

31) Now, standing near unto the cr oss were many women from Judea and from
Galilee. Among them wer e the mother of the Lord and Miriam,

32) And Mary, mother of the two apostles, James and John, and Mary
Magdalene, and Martha, Ruth and Mary, and Salome.

33) When Jesus saw hismother and the singer Miriam standing close beside the
cross and John a-near, he said to John,

34) In your most tender carel leave my mother and my sister Miriam.

35) And John replied,

While they shall live my home shall be the home of your thrice blessed mother
and your sister Miriam.

36) According to a custom of the Jews, to those who wer e the executioner s of law
and took thelives of criminals, belonged the gar ments of the criminals.

37) So when the Lord was crucified, the Roman guards divided up among
themselves the garments of the Lord.

38) But when they found his coat it was a seamless coat and highly prized.
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39) For it the guards cast lots, and thus deter mined who should have the prize.
40) And thusthe scripturewas fulfilled, which said,

And they divided all my robes among themselves, and for my vesturethey cast
lots.

CHAPTER 171

Concluding scenes of the crucifixion. Joseph and Nicodemus, by consent of Pilate,
take the body of Jesus from the crossand lay it in Joseph'stomb. A guard of one
hundred Jewish soldiers are placed about the sepulchre.

NOW, at the sixth hour of the day, athough the sun was at its height, the day became
as dark as night;

2) And men sought lanterns and they built fires upon the hills that they might see.

3) And when the sun refused to shine and darkness came, the Lord exclaimed,

Heoi! Heloi! lama sabachthani (Thou sun! thou sun! why hast thou forsaken me?)

4) The people did not understand the words he spoke; they thought he spoke the name
Elijah and they said,

5) He cdls upon Elijah in his hour of need; now we will seeif he will come,

6) And Jesus said,

| thirst.

A Roman soldier dipped a sponge in vinegar and myrrh, and placed it to hislips.

7) Now, at the ninth hour of the day the earth began to quake, and in the darkness of
that sunless day, aflood of golden light appeared above the cross,

8) And from the light a voice was heard which said,

Lo, it isdone.

9) And Jesus said,

My Father-God, into thy hands | give my soul.

10) A Roman soldier in compassion said,

Thisagony isdl too greet; relief shal come.

And with a spear he pierced his heart and it was done; the son of man was dead.

11) And then the earth was shocked again; the city of Jerusalem rocked to and fro; the
hills were rent and tombs were opened up;

12) And people thought they saw the dead arise and walk the Streets.

13) The temple quivered and the vell between the sanctuary and the Holy Place was
rent in twain, and congternation reigned through al the place.

14) The Roman guard who watched the body on the cross exclaimed,

This surely was the son of God who died.

15) And then the people hurried down from Cavary. The priests, the Pharisees and
scribes were filled with fear.

16) They sought the cover of their synagogues and homes and said,

Behold, the wrath of God!

17) The great day of the Jewish pasch was near, and Jews could not by law permit a
crimind to hang upon the cross upon the Sabbath day.
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18) And s0 they prayed that Pilate would remove the bodies of the men that had been
crucified.

19) And Rilate sent his guards to Calvary to noteif al the men were dead.

20) And when the guards were gone, two aged Jews came to the palace door to see
the governor, and they were members of the highest council of the Jews,

21) Y et they believed that Jesus was a prophet sent from God.

22) The one was Rabbi Joseph, the Arimathean counsellor, and he was just and loved
thelaw of God.

23) And Nicodemus was the other one who came.

24) These men fell down at Pilate's feet and prayed that they might take the body of
the Nazarene and lay it in atomb.

25) And Pilate gave consent.

26) Now, Joseph had prepared a costly mixture to embalm the body of the Lord,
about a hundred pounds of does and of myrrh, and this they took and hastened out to
Cavary.

27) And when the guards returned they said,

The Nazarene is deed; the maefactors are dive.

28) And Rilate told the guards to go and amite the living men so they would die, and
then to give their bodies to the flames; but give the body of the Nazarene to rabbis
who would cdl for it.

29) The soldiers did as Pilate said.

30) The rabbis came and took away the body of the Lord and when they had prepared
it with the spices they had bought,

31) They lad it in the new-made tomb that had been made for Joseph in a solid rock.
32) And then they rolled a stone up to the sepulchre.

33) The priests were fearful lest the friends of Jesus would go forth at night and take
away the body of the Nazarene, and then report that he had risen from the dead, as he
had said;

34) And they requested that the governor would send his soldiers to the tomb to guard
the body of the dead.

35) But Pilate sad,

I will not send a Roman guard; but you have Jewish soldiers and may send a hundred
men with a centurion to guard the tomb.

36) And then they sent a hundred soldiers out to guard the tomb.
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SECTION XX
RESH

The Resurrection of Jesus

CHAPTER 172

Pilate pl aces the Roman seal upon the stone door of the tomb. At mid-night a
company of the silent brothers march about the tomb. The soldiers are alarmed.
Jesus preachesto the spiritsin prison. Early Sunday morning herisesfrom the

tomb. The soldiersare bribed by the priests to say that the disciples had stolen the
bodly.

THE tomb in which they laid the body of the Lord wasin a garden, rich with
flowers, the garden of Siloam, and Joseph's home was near .

2) Before the watch began Caiaphas sent a company of priests out to the garden
of Siloam that they might be assured that Jesus body was within thetomb.

3) They rolled away the stone; they saw the body there, and then they placed the
stone again before the door .

4) And Pilate sent his scribe who placed upon the stone the seal of Rome, in such
away that he who moved the stone would break the seal.

5) To break this Roman seal meant death to him who broke the seal.

6) The Jewish soldiersall were sworn to faithfulness, and then the watch began.
7) At midnight all waswell, but suddenly the tomb became a blaze of light, and
down the garden walk a troupe of white-clad soldiers marched in singlefile.

8) They came up to thetomb and marched and counter mar ched befor e the door .
9) The Jewish soldierswere alert; they thought that friends had cometo steal the
body of the Nazarene. The captain of the guard cried out to charge.

10) They charged; but not a white-clad soldier fell. They did not even stop; they
mar ched and counter mar ched among the frightened men.

11) They stood upon the Roman seal; they did not speak ; they unsheathed not
their swords; it was the Silent Brotherhood.

12) The Jewish soldiersfled in fear; they fell upon the ground.

13) They stood apart until the white-clad soldiers mar ched away, and then the
light about the tomb grew dim.

14) Then they returned; the stonewasin its place; the seal was not distur bed,
and they resumed their watch.

15) Now, Jesus did not deep within thetomb. The body isthe manifest of soul;
but soul is soul without its manifest.

16) And in the realm of souls, unmanifest, the Lord went forth and taught.

17) He opened up the prison doorsand set the prisonersfree;

18) He broke the chains of captive souls, and led the captivesto thelight;

19) He sat in council with the patriarchs and prophets of the olden times;
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20) The masters of all timesand climes he met, and in the great assemblies he
stood forth and told the story of hislifeon earth, and of hisdeath in sacrifice for
man,

21) And of hispromisesto clothe himsdf again in garb of flesh and walk with his
disciples, just to prove the possibilities of man;

22) To giveto them thekey of life, of death, and of theresurrection of the dead.
23) In council all the masters sat and talked about the revelations of the coming
age,

24) When she, the Holy Breath, shall fill the earth and air with holy breath, and
open up the way of man to perfectness and endlesslife.

25) The garden of Siloam was silent on the Sabbath day; the Jewish soldiers
watched and no one else approached the tomb; but on the following night the
scene was changed.

26) At midnight every Jewish soldier heard a voice which said,

Adon Mashich Cumi, which meant, Lord Christ arise.

27) And they supposed again that friends of Jesus were alert, were coming up to
takethe body of their Lord away.

28) The soldierswere alert with swords unsheathed and drawn, and then they
heard the words again.

29) It seemed asthough the voice was everywher e, and yet they saw no man.
30) The soldiers blanched with fear, and till to flee meant death for cowardice,
and so they stood and watched.

31) Again, and thiswas just before the sun ar ose, the heavens blazed with light, a
distant thunder seemed to herald forth a coming storm;

32) And then the earth began to quake and in therays of light they saw aform
descend from heaven. They said, Behold an angel comes.

33) And then they heard again,

Adon Mashich Cumi.

34) And then the white-robed form tramped on the Roman seal and then hetore
it into shreds; hetook the mighty stonein hand asthough it were a pebble from
the brook, and cast it to the side.

35) And Jesus opened up his eyes and said,

All hail therising sun; the coming of the day of righteousness!

36) And then hefolded up hisburial gown, hishead bands and his coveringsand
laid them all aside.

37) Herose, and for a moment stood beside the white-robed form.

38) The weaker soldiersfel upon the ground, and hid their facesin their hands;
the stronger stood and watched.

39) They saw the body of the Nazar ene transmute; they saw it chage from
mortal toimmortal form, and then it disappeared.

40) The soldiers heard a voice from somewhere; yea, from everywhere, it said,
41) Peace, peace on earth; good will to men.

42) They looked, the tomb was empty and the Lord had risen ashe said.

43) The soldiers hastened to Jerusalem, and to the priests, and said,

44) Behold, the Nazarene hasrisen as he said; thetomb is empty and the body of
the man isgone; we know not whereit is. And then they told about the wonders
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of the night.

45) Caiaphas called a council of the Jews; he said,

the news must not go forth that Jesus has arisen from the dead,;

46) For if it doesall men will say, Heisthe son of God, and all our testimonies
will be proven false.

47) And then they called the hundred soldiersin and said to them,

48) Y ou know not wher e the body of the Nazarene isresting now, so if you will
go forth and say that his disciples came and stole the body while you dept,
49) Each one of you shall have a silver piece, and we will makeit right with
Pilate for the breaking of the Roman seal.

50 The soldiersdid asthey were paid to do.
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SECTION XXI
SCHIN

Materialization of the Spiritual Body of Jesus

CHAPTER 173

Jesus appears, fully materialized, to his mother, Miriam, Mary of Magdala
and to Peter, James and John.

NOW, when therabbistook the body of the Lord and laid it in thetomb. The
mother of theLord, and Mary Magdalene, and Miriam werethere.

2) And when the body was entombed they went to Joseph's home and there
abode.

3) They did not know that Jewish soldiers had been sent to guard the tomb, nor
that the Roman seal was placed upon the stone;

4) So in themorning of thefirst day of the week they hastened to the tomb with
spicesto further embalm theLord.

5) But when they reached the tomb they found theterror-stricken soldiers
running frantically about.

6) Thewomen did not know the cause; but when they found an empty tomb they
wer e excited and aggrieved.

7) The soldiersdid not know what had transpired; they could not tell who took
the body of the Lord away.

8) And Mary Magdaleneran with haste toward Jerusalem to tell the newsto
Peter and therest.

9) She met, just by the gateway, Peter, James and John; she said,

Some one hasrolled away the stone and carried off the body of the Lord.

10) And then thethree disciplesran toward the tomb; but John was fleet of foot
and wasthefirst to reach the tomb; hefound it empty; the body of hisLord was
gone.

11) When Peter came he went into the tomb, and found the grave clothes neatly
folded up and laid aside.

12) Now, the disciples did not comprehend the scene. They did not know the
meaning of their Lord when he informed them just before hisdeath that he
would rise from death upon the first day of the week.

13) Thethreedisciples went back to Jerusalem; the mother of theLord and
Miriam went not away.

14) And Mary looked within thetomb, and saw two master s sitting there; they
said,

Why do you weep?

15) And Mary said,
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Because my Lord is gone; someone has carried off the body of my Lord; | know
not whereit is.

16) Then she arose and looked around; a man stood near and said,

Why do you weep? whom do you seek?

17) And Mary thought it was the gardener and said,

If you have borne away the body of my Lord, O tell mewhereit isthat | may lay
it in a sacred tomb.

18) And then the man came near and said,

My Mother!

and Mary said,

My Lord!

19) The eyes of Miriam were opened up and she beheld the Lord.

20) And Jesus said,

Behold, | told you as we walked along the way up to the crossthat | would meet
you at the sepulchre upon thefirst day of the week.

21) Now, Mary M agdalene was sitting not a great way off, and Jesus went to her
and said,

22) Why seek theliving 'mong the dead? Your Lord hasrisen as he said, Now,
Mary, look! Behold my face!

23) Then Mary knew it wasthe Lord; that he had risen from the dead.

24) And then Salome, and Mary (mother of the two disciples, James and John),
Joanna, and the other women who had come out to the tomb, saw Jesus, and
they talked with him.

25) And Mary Magdalene wasfilled with joy. She sought again for Peter, James
and John; she found them and she said,

26) Lo, | have seen theLord; and Miriam has seen the Lord; the mother of the
Lord has seen the L ord; and many mor e have seen hisface; for he hasrisen
from the dead.

27) But the disciples thought that she had ssmply seen avision of theLord. They
did not think that he had risen from the dead.

28) Then Mary found the other member s of the company and told them all
about therisen Lord; but none of them believed.

29) Now, Peter, James and John werein the garden of Siloam; wer e talking with
the gar dener about the happenings of the day when John beheld a stranger
coming up thewalk.

30) Thestranger lifted up hishandsand said,

I am.

Then the disciples knew it wasthe Lord.

31) And Jesus said,

Behold, for human flesh can be transmuted into higher form, and then that
higher form is master of things manifest, and can, at will, take any form.

32) And so | cometo you in form familiar unto you.

33) Go speak to Thomas, and the other men whom | have called to be apostles
unto men, and say to them,

34) That he whom Jews and Romans thought was dead iswalking in the garden
of Siloam;
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35) Will stand again before the priests and Pharisees within thetemplein
Jerusalem;

36) And will appear unto the sages of theworld.

37) Tell them that | will go beforethem into Galilee.

38) Then Peter, James and John went forth and found their brethren and said,
Behold, theLord isrisen from the dead, and we have seen him face to face.
39) The brethren were amazed at what the three disciples said; but still they
looked upon their words asidletalk and they believed them not.

CHAPTER 174

Jesus appears, fully materialized, to Zachus and Cleophas as they journey to
Emmaus, but they know him not. He tells them many things about Christ. He eats
the evening meal with them, and reveals himself to them.

They go to Jerusalem and tell the news.

TOWARDS the evening of theresurrecion day, two friends of Jesus, Zachus
and Cleophas of Emmaus, seven miles away, were going to their home.

2) And asthey walked and talked about thethingsthat had occurred a stranger
joined their company.

3) He said,

My friends, you seem discouraged and are sad. Has some great grief upon you
come?

4) Cleophas said,

Areyou a stranger in Judea, and know not of the thrilling things that have
transpired here?

5) The stranger said,

What things? To what do you refer?

6) Cleophas said,

Have you not heard about the man from Galilee who was a prophet mighty in
both word and deed?

7) A man whom many thought had come to found again the kingdom of the
Jews, and drive the Romans from the city of Jerusalem and be himself the king?
8) The stranger said,

Tell me about this man.

9) Cleophas said,

His name was Jesus; he was born in Bethlehem; hishome was up in Galilee. He
loved the people as he loved himself.

10) Hewas, in truth, a master sent from God, for he had matchless power. He
healed the sick and made thedeaf to hear, the blind to see, thelameto walk, and
even raised the dead.

11) The Jewish scribesand Pharisees wer e jealous of hisfame and power, and
they arrested him; by perjured witnesses they proved him guilty of a score of
crimes,
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12) And on last Friday he wastaken to the place of skullsand crucified.

13) Hedied and hewasburied in a rich man'stomb, out in the garden of Siloam.
14) Thisvery morning when hisfriends went to the tomb they found it empty;
the body of the L ord was gone.

15) And now the news has spread abroad that he hasrisen from the dead.

16) The stranger said,

Yes, | have heard about thisman; but it ssems strange that after all thethings
that Jewish prophetslong ago foretold concer ning him that when he came men
knew him not.

17) Thisman was born to demonstrate the Christ to men, and it isjust to say
that Jesusisthe Christ.

18) According to theword, this Jesus came to suffer at the hands of men, to give
hislife as pattern for the sons of men;

19) Torisefrom death that men might know the way to rise from death.

20) And then the stranger told the two disciples all about the Law, the Prophets
and the Psalms, and read to them a multitude of things that had been written of
thisman from Galilee.

21) And now themen had reached their home, and asthe night was near they
importuned the stranger to abide with them.

22) And he went in with them and asthey sat about thetable at the evening
meal, hetook a piece of bread, and blessed it in the name of Chrigt.

23) And instantly their eyes wer e opened up, and they perceived that he, the
stranger, wasthe Lord, the man from Galilee; that he had risen from the dead;
and then the form of Jesus disappear ed.

24) When he had gone, the two disciples were amazed. They said,

Did not our heartsburn with delight while he wastalking to us by the way and
opening up thetestimonies of the L aw, the Prophets and the Psalms?

25) Then Zachus and Cleophas went back to Jerusalem, and everywherethey
went they said,

L o, we have seen the Lord;

26) He walked with usto Emmaus; he ate with usthe evening meal, and broke
for usthebread of life.

CHAPTER 175

Jesus appears, fully materialized to the ten apostlesin Simon's house,
and to Lazarus and his sisters.

THE evening of the resurrection day had come; the ten apostleswerein Simon's
house in Bethany. The lawyer, Thomas, was not there.

2) The doorswere closed and barred, because the Jews had said that they would
drivethe Galileans from the land.

3) And asthey talked, lo, Jesus came and stood in their midst, and said,

Peace! peace!
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4) And thedisciples shrank in fear; they thought it was a phantom that they saw.
5) And Jesus said,

Why areyou troubled thus? Why do you fear? | am no phantom form. | am
your Lord, and | haverisen from the dead.

6) | often said, | will arise; but you believed me not; and now come here and see.
A phantom has not flesh and bones and brawn, like | possess.

7) Come now, and clasp my hands, and touch my feet, and lay your hands upon
my head.

8) And every one came up and clasped his hands, and touched hisfeet, and laid
his hands upon his head.

9) And Jesus said,

Have you here anything to eat.

10) And they brought out a fragment of a fish; he ateit in the presence of them
all and then the ten believed.

11) Nathaniel said,

And now we know that he hasrisen from the dead; he stands a surety of the
resurrection of the dead.

And Jesus disappear ed.

12) Now, Mary, Martha, Ruth and L azaruswerein their home, and they had
heard therumor that their Lord had risen from the dead, and Martha said,

13) It cannot be, for such athing has never happened since the world began.
14) But Mary said,

Did not the Lord bring back our brother from the dead? and he could surely
bring himsdf to life again.

15) And asthey talked, the Lord stood in their midst and said,

16) All hail! For | am risen from the dead, first fruitage of the grave!

17) And Martha ran and brought the chair in which the Lord had ever loved to
sit, and Jesus sat down on the chair.

18) And for along, long time they talked about thetrial, and the scenes of
Calvary and of the garden of Siloam.

19) Then Jesus said,

Fear not, for | will be your boon companion all theway;

and then he disappeared.

CHAPTER 176

Jesus appears, fully materialized, to the eastern sages in the palace of
Prince Ravannain India; tothemagian priestsin Persia. Thethreewise men
speak
in praise of the personality of the Nazarene.

RAVANNA, prince of India, gave a feast. His palace in Orissa wasthe place
where men of thought from all the farther East were wont to mest.
2) Ravanna was the prince with whom child Jesus went to India many years ago.
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3) Thefeast was madein honor of the wise men of the East.

4) Among the guests were Meng-tse, Vidyapati and Lamaas.

5) The wisemen sat about the table talking of the needs of India and the world.
6) Thedoor unto the banquet hall wasin the east; a vacant chair was at the table
to the east.

7) And asthe wise men talked a stranger entered, unannouced, and raising up
hishandsin benediction said,

All hail!

8) A halorested on hishead, and light, unlike the light of sun, filled all the room.
9 Thewise men rose and bowed their heads and said,

All hail!

10) And Jesus sat down in the vacant chair; and then the wise men knew it was
the Hebrew prophet who had come.

11) And Jesus said,

Behold, for | am risen from the dead. L ook at my hands, my feet, my sde.

12) The Roman soldiers pierced my hands and feet with nails; and then one
pierced my heart.

13) They put mein atomb, and then | wrestled with the conqueror of men. |
conquered death, | ssamped upon him and ar ose;

14) Brought immortality to light and painted on the walls of time a rainbow for
the sons of men; and what | did all men shall do.

15) Thisgospd of the resurrection of the dead isnot confined to Jew and Greek;
it isthe heritage of every man of every timeand clime; and | am herea
demonstration of the power of man.

16) Then he arose and pressed the hand of every man and of theroyal host, and
said,

17) Behold, | am not myth made of the fleeting winds, for | am flesh and bone
and brawn; but | can crossthe borderland at will.

18) And then they talked together there along, long time. Then Jesus said,

19) | go my way, but you shall goto all theworld and preach the gospel of the
omnipotence of men, the power of truth, theresurrection of the dead,

20) Hewho believes this gospel of the son of man shall never die; the dead shall
live again.

21) Then Jesus disappear ed, but he had sown the seed. The words of lifewere
spoken in Orissa, and all of India heard.

22) Themagian priestswerein thesilencein Persepalis, and Kaspar, and the
magian master swho wer e first to greet the child of promisein the shepherd's
home in Bethlehem, were with the priests.

23) And Jesus came and sat with them; a crown of light was on his head.

24) And when the silence ended Kaspar said,

A master from theroyal council of the Silent Brotherhood ishere; let us give
praise.

25) And all the priests and masters stood and said,

All hail! What message from theroyal council do you bring?

26) And Jesus said,

My brothersof the Silent Brotherhood, peace, peace on earth; goodwill to men!
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27) The problem of the ages has been solved; a son of man hasrisen from the
dead; has shown that human flesh can be transmuted into flesh divine.

28) Beforethe eyes of men thisflesh in which | come to you was changed with
gpeed of light from human flesh. And so | am the messagethat | bring to you.
29) Toyou | come, thefirst of all the raceto be transmuted to the image of the
AM.

30) What | have done, all men will do; and what | am, all men will be.

31) But Jesus said no more. In one short breath hetold the story of hismission to
the sons of men, and then he disappeared.

32) The magi said,

Sometime ago we read this promise, now fulfilled, upon the dial plate of heaven.
33) And then we saw this man who hasjust demonstrated unto usthe power of
man to rise from carnal flesh and blood to flesh of God, a babe in Bethlehem.
34) And after many years he came and sat with usin these same groves,

35) Hetold the story of hishuman life, of trials, soretemptations, buffetings and
WOES.

36) He pressed along the thorny way of lifetil he had risen and o’ erthrown the
strongest foes of God and man; and heis now the only master of the human race
whose flesh has been transmuted into flesh divine.

37) Heisthe God-man of today; but every one of earth shall overcome and be
like him, a son of God.

CHAPTER 177

Jesus appears, fully materialized, in the templein Jerusalem. Rebukestherulers of
the Jews for their hypocrisy. Reveals himself to them and they fall back in fear.
He appearsto the apostlesin Simon's house. Thomasis convinced.

IT wasthe Sabbath day and many priestsand scribes and Phariseeswerein the
templein Jerusalem. Caiaphas, Annas and some other ruling Jews werethere.
2) A stranger camein garb of fisherman and asked,

What has become of Jesuswho iscalled the Christ? Ishe not teaching in the
temple now?

3) The Jewsreplied,

That man from Galilee was crucified a week ago, because he was a danger ous
man, a vile, seditious man.

4) The stranger asked,

Wheredid you put the body of this man from Galilee? Whereis histomb?

5) The Jewsreplied,

Wedo not know. Hisfollowers came at night and stole the body from the tomb
in which it lay and carried it away, and then declared that he had risen from the
dead.

6) The stranger asked,

How do you know that his disciples stole the body from the tomb? was any one a
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witness of the theft?

7) The Jewsreplied,

We had a hundred soldiers at the place, and every one of them declaresthat his
disciples stole the body from the tomb.

8) Thestranger asked,

Will any one of all your hundred men stand forth and say, | saw the body stolen
from thetomb?

9) The Jewsreplied,

We do not know; these men are men of truth; we cannot doubt their word.

10) The stranger said,

You priestsand scribesand Pharisees hear me: | was a witness of the facts, was
in the garden of Silloam, and stood among your hundred men.

11) And this| know that not a man among your hundred men will say, | saw the
body stolen from the tomb.

12) And | will testify before the God of heaven and earth, The body was not
stolen from the tomb; the man from Galileeisrisen from the dead.

13) And then the priestsand scribes and Phariseesrushed up to seizethe man
and cast him out.

14) But instantly the fisherman became a radiant form of light, and priestsand
scribes and Phariseesfell back in deadly fear; they saw the man from Galilee.
15) And Jesuslooked upon the frightened men and said,

Thisisthe body that you stoned beyond the city's gates and crucified on
Calvary.

16) Behold my hands, my feet, my side and see the wounds the soldiers made.
17) If you believethat | am phantom made of air, come forth and handle me;
ghosts do not carry flesh and bones.

18) | cameto earth to demonstrate the resurrection of the dead, the
transmutation of the flesh of carnal man to flesh of man divine.

19) Then Jesusraised his hands and said,

Peace be to every one of you; goodwill to all mankind.

And then he disappeared.

20) Now, Thomas, had not seen the Lord since he had risen from the dead, and
when the ten averred that they had seen and talked with him he said,

21) Until | seethenail printsin hishands and feet, the spear wound in hisside,
and talk with him as| have talked with him before, | cannot have areason to
believe that heisrisen from the dead.

22) At Simon's house in Bethany the men from Galilee had met. It wasthe
evening of the first day of the week, and on the morrow all would turn their
facestoward their homes.

23) The eleven apostles all werethere: the doorswere closed and barred, and
Jesus came and said,

Peace beto all!

24) And then he said to Thomas,

Friend, you do not know that | haverisen from the dead; the time has come for
you to know.

25) Come here and seethe nail printsin my hands, the spear wound in my side,
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and talk with me asyou have often talked with me.

26) And Thomas came and saw and then exclaimed,

My master, and my Lord! | do not now believe, | know that you arerisen from
the dead.

27) And Jesus said,

Because you see me you believe, and blessed are your eyes,

28) But blessed thrice arethey who see me not and yet believe.

29) Then Jesus vanished from their sight, but the disciples were established in
ther faith.

CHAPTER 178

Jesus appears, fully materialized, before Apollo and the Silent Brotherhood in
Greece.
Appearsto Claudia and Juliet on the Tiber near Rome.
Appearsto the priestsin the Egyptian temple at Heliopolis.

APOLLO, with the Silent Brotherhood of Greece, was sitting in a Delphian
grove. The Oracle had spoken loud and long.

2) Thepriestswerein the sanctuary and asthey looked the Oracle became a
blaze of light; it seemed to beon fire, and all consumed.

3) The priestswerefilled with fear. They said,

A great disaster isto come; our gods are mad; they have destroyed our Oracle.
4) But when the flames had spent themselves, a man stood on the or ac pedestal
and said,

5) God speaks to man, not by an oracle of wood and gold, but by the voice of
man.

6) The gods have spoken to the Greeks, and kindred tongues, through images
made by man, but God, the One, now speaksto man through Christ the only
son, who was, and isand evermore will be.

7) ThisOracle shall fail; the Living Oracle of God, the One, will never fail.

8) Apoallo knew the man who spoke; he knew it was the Nazarene who once had
taught the wise men in the Acropolis and had rebuked the idol wor shippers
upon the Athens beach;

9) And in amoment Jesus stood before Apollo and the Silent Brotherhood, and
said,

10) Behold, for | haverisen from the dead with giftsfor men. | bring to you the
title of your vast estate.

11) All power in heaven and earth ismine; to you | give all power in heaven and
earth.

12) Go forth and teach the nations of the earth the gospd of the resurrection of
the dead and of eternal lifethrough Christ, the love of God made manifest to
men.

13) And then he clasped Apallo's hand and said,
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My human flesh was changed to higher form by love divineand | can manifest
in flesh, or in the higher planesof life, at will.

14) What | can do all men can do. Go preach the gospel of the omnipotence of
man.

15) Then Jesus disappeared; but Greece and Crete and all the nations heard.
16) Claudas and Juliet, hiswife, lived on the Palatinein Rome and they were
servants of Tiberius; but they had been in Galileg;

17) Had walked with Jesus by the sea, had heard hiswords and seen his power;
and they believed that he was Christ made manifest.

18) Now Claudas and hiswifewere on the Tiber in alittle boat; a storm swept
from the seq, the boat waswrecked and Claudas and his wife wer e sinking down
to death.

19) And Jesus came and took them by the hands and said,

Claudas and Juiet, arise and walk with me upon the waves.

20) And they arose and walked with him upon the waves.

21) A thousand people saw the three walk on the waves, and saw them reach the
land, and they were all amazed.

22) And Jesus said,

You men of Rome, | am theresurrection and thelife. They that are dead shall
live, and many that shall live will never die.

23) By mouth of gods and demi-gods God spoke unto your fatherslong ago; but
now he speaksto you through perfect man.

24) He sent his son, the Chrigt, in human flesh, to save theworld, and as| lifted
from thewatery grave and saved these servants of Tiberius,

25) So Christ will lift the sons and daughter s of the human race, yea, every one
of them, from darknessand from graves of carnal things, to light and everlasting
life.

26) | am the manifest of loveraised from the dead; Behold my hands, my feet,
my side which carnal men have pier ced.

27) Claudas and Juliet whom | have saved from death, are my ambassadorsto
Rome.

28) And they will point the way and preach the gospel of the Holy Breath and of
the resurrection of the dead.

29) And that was all he said, but Rome and all of Italy heard.

30) The priestsof Heliopoliswerein their temple, met to celebrate the
resurrection of their brother Nazarite; they knew that he had risen from the
dead.

31) The Nazarite appeared and stood upon a sacred pedestal on which no man
had ever stood.

32) Thiswasan honor that had been reserved for him who first would
demonstrate the resurrection of the dead.

33) And Jesuswasthefirst of all the human raceto demonstratethe
resurrection of the dead.

34) When Jesus stood upon the sacred pedestal the master s stood and said,

All hail!

Thegreat bells of thetemplerang and all the temple was ablaze with light.
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35) And Jesus said,

All honor to the masters of this Temple of the Sun.

36) In flesh of man thereisthe essence of the resurrection of the dead. This
essence, quickened by the Holy Breath, will raise the substance of the body to a
higher tone,

37) And makeit like the substance of the bodies of the planes above, which
human eyes cannot behold.

38) Thereisaholy ministry in death. The essence of the body cannot be
quickened by the Holy Breath until the fixed is solved; the body must
disintegrate, and thisis death.

39) And then upon these pliant substances God breathes, just as he breathed
upon the chaos of the deep when wor lds wer e for med,

40) And life springsforth from death; the carnal form ischanged to form divine.
41) The will of man makes possible the action of the Holy Breath. When will of
man and will of God are one, theresurrection isa fact.

42) In thiswe have the chemistry of mortal life, the ministry of death, the
mystery of defic life.

43) My human life was wholly given to bring my will to tune with the deific will;
when thiswas done my earth-tasks all were done.

44) And you, my brothers, know full well thefoes| had to meet; you know about
my victoriesin Gethsemane; my trialsin the courts of men; my death upon the
Cr 0Ss.

45) You know that all my life was one great drama for the sons of men; a pattern
for the sons of men. | lived to show the possibilities of man.

46) What | have done all men can do, and what | am all men shall be.

47) The master slooked; the form upon the sacred pedestal had gone, but every
templepriest, and every living creature said,

Praise God.

CHAPTER 179

Jesus appears, fully materialized, to the apostles at the sea of Galilee.
Appears to a multitude of people.
Tells his apostles to go again to Jerusalem and he would meet them there.

NOW, the apostles were at homein Galileg; thewomen tarried in Judea until the
Pentecost.

2) And Peter, James and John, and Andrew, Philip and Nathanid werein
Capernaum. They joined with Jonah and with Zebedee, and in their boats went
out tofish,

3) They tailed all night and when the morning camethey had no fish.

4) And asthey neared the shorea man stood on the shore and said,

How many fish have you?

5) And Peter answered,
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None.

6) Again the man called out and said,

A school of fish is passing now upon theright side of your boat; cast out your
net.

7) They cast their net, and it wasfilled; and John exclaimed,

It isthe Lord who stands upon the shore.

8) And Peter plunged into the sea and swam to shore. The other men brought in
the net, and it contained a hundred fifty and threefish and yet it did not break.
9) And Jesus said,

My children, let usbreak our fast together here.

10) They found some living coals upon the beach and Peter brought and dressed
thefish; they had some bread.

11) And when the meal had been prepared they broketheir fast, and Jesus ate of
both the fish and bread.

12) Now, after breakfast all the men were sitting on the beach, and Jesus said to
Peter,

Do you lovethe Lord your God with all your heart, and do you love your
neighbor asyou love yourself?

13) And Peter said,

Yea, Lord, | lovetheLord my God with all my heart; | love my neighbor as|
love myself.

14) And Jesus said,

Then feed my sheep.

15) And then he said to James,

Do you love her, the Holy Breath, with all your heart, and do you love your
neighbor asyou love your self?

16) And Jamesreplied,

Yea, Lord, | lovetheHoly Breath with all my heart; | love my neighbor as| love
myself.

17) Then Jesus said,

Protect my sheep.

18) And then he said to John,

Do you love Chrigt, the love divine made manifest, with all your heart, and do
you love your neighbor asyou love your self?

19) And John replied,

Yea, Lord, | lovethe Christ with all my heart; | love my neighbor as| love
myself.

20) And Jesus said,

Then feed my lambs.

21) Then Jesusrose and said to Peter,

Follow me.

And Peter followed him.

22) When Peter saw that John was following him he said to Jesus, Lord, behold,
John follows you! What shall he do?

23) Now Peter did not hear the master when he said to John,

Then feed my lambs.
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24) And Jesus spoketo Peter and he said,

It matter s not to you what John shall do; not even though | will that heremain
until | come again.

25) Just do your duty; follow me.

26) And Jesus passed, they knew not wher e he went.

27) The news soon spread through all Capernaum that Jesus had risen from the
dead, that he had walked with his disciples by the sea and ate with them the
morning meal. The multitudes cameforth to see.

28) Now Peter, James and John, together with the other men who had been
called to be apostles of the Lord, went to the mountains near Capernaum to
pray.

29) And asthey prayed the master came; they saw him and they talked with
him.

30) He said to them,

The Pentecost isnear at hand; go to Jerusalem and | will meet you there.

31) And as hetalked, a multitude of people came; they saw the Lord; they said,
32) Behald, for now we know that he, the Nazar ene, hasrisen from the dead for
we have seen him face to face.

CHAPTER 180

Jesus appears, fully materialized, to the apostlesin Jerusalem.
Givesthem hisinstructions.
Promises them a special endowment for their work on Pentecost.
Goesto Mount Olives
and in full view of many disciples ascends to heaven.
Thedisciplesreturn to Jerusalem.

THE eleven apostles of the Lord werein Jerusalem and in a spacious room that
they had chosen by the Lord's command.

2) And asthey prayed the L ord appeared to them and said,

3) Peace beto all; good will to every living thing.

And then he talked with them along, long time.

4) And the disciples asked,

Will you restore the kingdom unto | srael now?

5) And Jesus said,

Be not concer ned about the gover nments of men; the masterswill direct.

6) Do that which has been given you to do, and wait and murmur not.

7) All power in heaven and earth isgiven unto me, and now | bid you go to all
the world and preach the gospel of the Christ, the unity of God and man, the
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal life.

8) And asyou go and preach, baptize the peoplein the name of Chrigt.

9) They who believe and are baptized shall rise up in the newness of thelife of
Christ, and they who disbelieve shall rise not in the newness of the life of Christ.
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10) And you shall give to men the power | give to you.

11) They who believe and are baptized shall heal the sick; shall cause the blind
to see, the deaf to hear, thelameto walk;

12) Shall cast the unclean spirits out of those obsessed; shall tread on deadly
serpents and be not harmed; shall passthrough flamesand not be burned; and if
they drink a poisonous draught it shall not kill.

13) You know the sacred Word, which istheword of power.

14) The secret thingsthat | have told to you that may not now betold to all the
world, you shall make known to faithful men who shall in turn reveal them unto
other faithful men.

15) Until the time shall come when all the world may hear and comprehend the
words of truth and power.

16) And now | will ascend to God, asyou and all theworld will riseto God.

17) Behold, upon the day of Pentecost you all shall be endowed with power from
on high.

18) But hereyou shall remain till then in holy thought and prayer.

19) Then Jesuswent to Olivet, and his disciples followed him, and in a place not
far removed from Bethany, he met the Marys and Salome;

20) Met Martha, Ruth and Miriam; met Lazarus and a host of otherswho had
come from Galilee.

21) And Jesus stood apart and raised his hands and said,

22) The benedictions of the Holy Ones, of the AlImighty God, and of the Holy
Breath, of Christ the love of God made manifest,

23) Will rest upon you all theway till you shall rise and sit with me upon the
throne of power.

24) And then they saw him rise upon the wings of light; a wreath encircled him
about; and thenthey saw hisform no more.

25) But asthey gazed up into heaven two men, in robes of white, appeared and
said,

26) You men of Galilee, why gaze you thus so anxiously upon the ascending
Lord? Lo, hewill come again from heaven asyou have seen him go to heaven.
27) Then the eleven and L azar us, and other men from Galilee together with the
faithful women, not a few, returned unto Jerusalem and there abode.

28) And they were congtantly in prayer and Holy thought. They waited for the
Holy Breath, and for the coming of the promised power from on high.
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SECTION XXII
TAU

Establishment of the Christine Church

CHAPTER 181

The eleven apostles make choice of Matthiasto fill the place made vacant
by the defection of Judas.
The Christinesare glad. Miriam sings a song of praise. Apostolic roster.

THE fact that Jesus had arisen from the dead was not denied by many of the
rulersof the Jews.

2) And Pilate gave an order that the followers of the Nazarene be not molested in
their wor ship any placein hisdomain.

3) The day of Pentecost was near at hand and every one was looking for a
manifest of Spirit power.

4) Now, in Jerusalem the eleven had met to choose a man to fill the place of
Judaswho betrayed hisLord.

5) And Peter said,

theLord called to this ministry twelve men as twelve foundation stones on which
the Christine temple should be built.

6) This Judaswho betrayed hisLord, has gone to his own place beyond the veil.
7) Of him the prophet wrote: His habitation shall be desolate; no man shall dwell
therein; his office let another take.

8) From those who have accompanied usfrom Gigal, wher e the har binger
baptized, until thisday, shall one be chosen to complete the number twelve, to
fill the place from which our brother by transgression fell.

9) And then the eleven spent along, long timein prayer, and when they cast
their lots, Matthias, from the valley of the Nile, was chosen for the place.

10) Matthiaswas an | sradliteindeed; but he was learned in all the wisdom of
Egyptian schools, and he had taught the mysteries of Mizraim in Jericho.

11) Hewas among thefirst to greet the harbinger; among thefirst to recognize
the Nazarene as Chrigt, the son of God,;

12) He had been with the Chrigtine band in all their journeysin theland of
Galilee, Judea and Samaria.

13) A messenger was sent who found Matthias, and he came and joined the
eleven, and for atimethetwelvewerelost in silent prayer.

14) The Christineswho had come from Galilee and placesin Judea, about six
score, werethere, and Peter told them of Matthias, and how, by lot, he had been
chosen an apostle of the Lord.

15) The Chrigtines all were glad and praised the name of God; and Miriam sung



306
Aquarian Gospd of Jesus, the Chrigt--Dowling

a song of praise.

16) These arethe names of the apostles of the Lord; Peter, John and James;
Philip, Andrew and Nathanid;

17) Thomas, James the son of Alpheusand Simon Zelotes; Matthew, Jude, the
son of Alpheus and Matthias.

CHAPTER 182

Events of the day of Pentecost. Endowment of the apostles. The Christine Church
isestablished. Peter preaches
theintroductory sermon. The sermon. Three thousand people are baptized and
become members of the church.

NOW, when the day of Pentecost had come Jerusalem was filled with pious Jews
and prosalytes from many lands.

2) The Christines all were met and werein perfect harmony.

3) And asthey sat in slent prayer they heard a sound a-like the distant murmur

of a coming storm.

4) The sound grew louder ill, until, likethunder peals, it filled theroom where
the apostles sat.

5) A brilliant light appeared, and many thought, The building is afire.

6) Twelve balls, that seemed like balls of fire, fell from heaven - a ball from every
sign of all thecircle of the heavens, and on the head of each apostlethere
appear ed a flaming ball of fire.

7) And every ball sent seven tongues of fire toward heaven, and each apostle
spokein seven dialects of earth.

8) Theignorant rabbletreated lightly what they heard and saw; they said,

These men aredrunk, and know not what they say.

9) But men of learning wer e amazed; they said,

Arenot these men who speak all Jews? how isit that they speak in all the
languages of earth?

10) And Peter said,

Y ou people of Jerusalem, and you who live beyond the city's gates,
Peace be to you, and all mankind.

11) Thisisthetimethat holy men of old desired to see, by faith they
saw this hour, and now they stand with usin ecstasy.

12) The prophet Joel in olden timestold of the things you see and
hear. The Holy Breath spoke with histongue and said,

13) And it shall cometo passin latter days, that | will breathe upon the
sons of men, and fill them with the blessedness of holiness.

14) Your sonsand daughterswill stand forth and prophesy; your young
men will be seers; your old men will dream dreams.

15) And | will show wondersin the heavensabove, and marveloussigns
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in earth.

16) Soundswill proceed from heaven and voiceswill be heard that men
will fail to comprehend.

17) The sun will fail to shine; the moon will wade in blood before the
coming of the great day of the Lord.

18) And it will cometo passthat they who call upon the name of Godin
faith shall be redeemed.

19) Thisistheday of Christine power; the day that he, the man from
Galilee, isglorified.

20) He came as a babe in Bethlehem and from hisday of birth the
kings of earth went forth intent to take hislife.

21) God held him in the hollow of his hand.

22) Men called him Jesus, and they called him well, for hewas sent to
seek and save the lost.

23) And Jesus grew to manhood and was subject unto all trialsand
temptations of the sons of men, that he might know the loads that
men must bear, and know the way to succour them.

24) In distant lands he lived and by the sacred Word he healed the
sick, threw prison doors ajar, and set the prisonersfree, and

ever ywher e he was proclaimed, Immanuel.

25) But wicked men despised him and rgected him, and by bribed
men they proved him guilty of a score of crimes;

26) And in the presence of a multitude of men who hear me now,
they nailed him to a cross,

27) They sealed him with the seal of death; but death was all too
weak to hold him in the tomb and when immortal master said, Adon
mashich cumi, he burst the bands of death, and rose again to life.
28) He showed himself alive, not only to therulersin Jerusalem, but
to the many in the distant partsof earth;

29) And then, before the wondering eyes of many who now hear me
speak, attended by aretinue of courtiers of the angel world, he
ascended to the throne of God.

30) And being now exalted high, and having breathed to full the Holy
Breath, he breathes again on us, and thus sheds forth what you now
see and hear.

31) You men of Israel, Know that God has made this man from
Galilee whom you abused and crucified, both Lord and Christ.

32) And then the people said,

What shall we do?
33) And Peter said,
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ThisChrigtine Lord has sent usforth to open up the gates of dawn. Through
Chrigt all men may enter into light and life.

34) The Christine Church stands on the postulatesthat Jesusisthe love of God
made manifest; that loveissaviour of the sons of men.

35) This Christine Church isbut the kingdom of the Holy One within the soul,
made manifest.

36) Thisday the Christine Church is opened up, and whosoever will may enter
in, and, by the boundless grace of Chrigt, be saved.

37) Again the people said,

How may we enter in that we may shar e the boundless grace of Christ?

38) And Peter said,

Reform and be baptized, and turn away from sin and lead the life deep hid with
Christ in God, and you shall enter in and be redeemed.

39) Three thousand people turned away from sin and wer e baptized and sought
to lead thelife deep hid with Christ in God.

40) And in one day the Christine Church became a mighty power; and Christ
became a mighty word that thrilled the multitudesin many lands.

Theend



