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y attempt to bring about an intelligible explanation of some of
the phenomena of Spiritualism does not seem likely to succeed.
Only one of the invited guests came to the banquet, while various
Spiritualists that I have talked with agree only in repudiating each
other as representative. I have been offered opportunities of attending seances, but these I don't want. We have facts in plenty; what
we need is a rational explanation of the facts .

•••
"There is nothing new under the sun," said the "Vise King-or
somebody else in his name-many a long century ago. How then
can the poor dwellers in the West, in the nineteenth century, hope
to add anything to the garnered knowledge of the world? After this
general preamble let us descend to particulars. Some folk admire
Dr. jenner's "discovery" of vaccination, and the unclean habit of
injecting into our bodies diseased matter from cows. Alas for the
vanity of human fame! Brigade Surgeon R. Pringle, says the
Advoca!c of Ind/a, as quoted by the oS(wmarga Bodhliti, has shivered
metaphorically all the statues of Dr. Jenner by attending a meeting
of the Epidemicological Society, and reading the following extract'
from an ancient Hindtl work:
The small.pox produced from the udder of the cow will he of the same milt!
nature as the original disease . . . . the pock should be of a good colour filled
with a clear liquid, and surrounded by a circle of red. . . . . There will be only
a slight fever of one, two or three days, but no fear need be entertained of smallpox so long as life endures.

If this be a real extract, even ancient Hindus had their weaknesses, and we may judge how hard it is to kill a superstition when
I
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we find the ancient Hindu saying that no vaccinated person need
fear small-pox. If that venerable Hindu would visit our Registrar
General, he might make an interesting excerpt from his returns of
mortality from small-pox among vaccinated persons .

•••
Yet again from India. The IlIdt"flll /)at"~v .Ni'Ws of April 2nd
tells a story which has, it says, been verified before insertion. At a
wedding for which all preparations had been duly made, the bridegroom did not appear, and the bride and her party had to return
home as they had set out. The disappcarance was due to the bridegroom's friends who disapproved the match, and who in some way
managed to get him out of Calcutta on the wedding day. The
young man was, however, detennined to marry, and the ceremony
was again fixed; on this occasion the bridegroom was present, but
when the service had reached the point where he had to say, "I
will," he fell down in a fit instead of pronouncing the contracting
words. For the second time the bride returned home ullwedded,
and when the resolute pair essayed a third time, another fit closed
the bridegroom's lips. It is suggested that, failing to prevent the
marriage in any other way, hypnotism has been resorted to, and the
unlucky would-be Benedict has been hypnotized on his last two
attempts to marry. This is by no means impossible; indeed, if the
bridegroom be a Hindu, such interference might be easily carried
out, the delicately-balanced psychic nature of the Hindil being very
susceptible to astral influences. With an Englishman, the hypnotizer
would need to be a person of exceptionally well-trained will, unless
he had been in the habit of hypnotizing the bridegroom, and so had
established a strong magnetic rapport between them .

•••
Crying enough is the need for the preaching and practice of
Brotherhood in these days of excited fear, aroused by the various
explosions in Paris and elsewhere, caused by men calling themselves
. Anarchists. It may be hoped that these practical illustrations of
the results of incitement to violence will show the educated men
and women who have allowed themselves to use these incitements
that the persons they succeed ill stirring up are not the workers
whose lot they rightly commiserate, but men of the purely criminal
type, who merely use the name of a party to cover deeds of violence,
which they would be ready in any case to commit. When we find a
man who has for years preyed on his fellows commit a crime which
he ascribes to the holding of certain views, one may be pardoned for
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doubting whether any philosophical theory of society has much to
do with his actions. And these are the persons who justify their
attempts to terrorize and to kill by the wild words of those who let
their sympathy with suffering and their indignation against 'social
wrongs blind them to every consideration of justice and of morality.
William Morris has lately spoken out wisely and clearly on the
wickedness of "whirling words"; he says:
Meantime it is dIfficult to express in words strong enough the perversity of the
idea that it is possible for a minority'to carry on a war of violence against an overwhelming majority without being utterly cnlshed. There is no- royal road to
revolution or the change in the basis of society. To make the workers conscious
of the disabilities which beset them; to make them conscious of the dormant power
in them for the removal of those disabilities; to give them hope and an aim and
organization to carry out their a.'1pirations. Here is work enough for the most
energetic: it is the work of patience, but nothing can take the place of it. And
moreover it is !Jeing dont', however slowly, however imperfectly. The doing of it
speedily and widely is the real safeguard against acts of violence, which even when
done by fanatics and not by self-seekers are still acts of violence, and therefore
degrading to humanity, as all war is.

Most certainly Brotherhood can never be made by unbrotherly
acts, nor by men with hate on their tongues and in their hearts.
True now, as in all past and as in all future time, are the words of
the Buddha, ringing clearly soft across two thousand five hundred
years: HATRED CEASES NOT BY HATRED AT ANY TIME; HATRED
CEASES BY LOVE. But, 0 beloved Saint of Aryavarta, where shall
we find the men, among either rich or poor, who will nobly cast
behind them an evil past, forget every wrong that has been done to
them, and stretch out loving hands of Brothers towards faces dark
with wrath?

•••
Evil indeed are these days of our so-called civilization, and
bitter the fruit between our teeth, culled from the trees we planted
in our greed and selfishness many a year agone. What are our
troubles save the harvesting of the seeds our own hands have
scattered? Let the readers of Lucijt'T read again the words its
FOUNDER wrote but fourteen brief months since:

•••
"Cables and telephones, canals and railways, more and more
with every hour unite mankind into one 'hapvy' family, but only to
furnish the selfish and the wily with every means of stealing a better
march on the less selfish and improvident. Truly, the 'upper ten'
of science and wealth have subjected to their sweet will and pleasure
the Air .a.vd J:ln~ .Earth, the Ocean and the Fire. This, our age, is
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one of progress, indeed, an era of the most trinmphant display of
human genius. But what good has all this great civilization and
progress done to the millions in the European slums, to the armies
of the 'great unwashed'? Have any of these displays of genius
added one comfort more to the lives of the poor and the needy? Is
it not trne to say that distress and starvation are a hundred times
greater now than they were in the days of the Druids or of Zoroaster?
And is it to help the hungry multitudes that all this is invented, or
again, only to sweep off the couch of the rich the last forgotten
rose-leaves that may uncomfortably tickle their well-fed bodies? Do
electric wonders give one additional crnst of bread to the starving?
Do the towers and the bridges, and the forests of factories and
manufactures, bring any mortal good to the sons of men, save
giving an additional opportunity to the wealthy to vampirize or
'sweat' their poorer brother? When, I ask again, at what time of
the history of mankind, during its darkest days of ignorance, when
was there known such ghastly starvati~n as we see now? When
has the poor man wept and suffered, as he weeps and suffers at the
present day-say, in London, where for every club-visitor who dines
and wines himself daily, at a price that would feed twenty-five
families for a whole day, one may count hundreds and thousands of
starving wretches. Under the very windows of fashionable City
restaurants, radiant with warmth and electric lights, old trembling
women and little children may be seen daily, shivering and fastening their hungry eyes on the food they smell each time the entrance
door is opened: Then they 'move on '-by order, to disappear in
the dark gloom, to starve and shiver and finally to die in the frozen
mud of some gutter."l

•••
Thus out of the depths of her strong soul wrote our Teacher,
but two months ere Death laid his cold finger across the lips of her
body. For she had learned from Those Whom she reverenced as
Teachers that Science which did hot help and serve the Race was
unworthy respect and gratitude. Many a time and oft is the question asked why the MAHATMAS do not give to Europe the light of
their knowledge. The answer lies in the abuse of the knowledge
already possessed, in its dedication to the lUXUry of the few rather
than to the feeding and comforting of the many. What avail to
give more, only to widen and deepen the gulf between classes, to
increase "the misery and starvation the introduction of steamLIIC./er for March, 18c}1. Article," The Devil's Own,"
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engines and machinery in general has brought for years on those
who depend on their manual labour"? As one of onr great Teachers
has said: For us, poor ttnknuwn philanthropists, no fact of either of
l!zese sciences is inft:resHng except i'l tlte degree of its potcllft"ality of
moral results, and in the ral/o of its USefUblCSS to mankind.
Exact experimental science hrzs nothIng to do with moraNt)" 'lIITtlte,
philanthropy-therefore, can make no claim upon our help unHI it
blends t"tself 'iOl"th mdaph:vsics.1

•• •
Just going to press, a newspaper report of the first day of
the American Convention reaches me from our General Secretary,
G. R. S. Mead, and a letter from Bro. Judge gives somewhat fuller
details of the action taken by our American brothers on the resignation of Colonel Olcott. A strong desire was shown not to accept
Colonel Olcott's resignation, but to retain him in his office as President, however much the burden of work belonging to that office
might be put on other shoulders. Finally a series of resolutions
was carried which run as follows in substance:
a. Refusal of Colonel Olcott's resignation.
6. Declaration that Colonel Olcott shoulrl remain President, even if not working'
c. Declaration that William Q. Judge should be chosen as President for life to
succeed to the Presidency when it ultimately becomes vacant.
d. Request to Colonel Olcott to suspend his action and revoke his resignation.
~. Direction to William Q. Judge to notify Colonel Olcott and the other Sections
of these Resolutions.
f Reelection of William Q. Judge as General Secretary of the American
Section.

With the exception of the last, which deals with a Sectional
matter, these resolutions, of course, do not bind the Society, and no
definite arrangement can be come to until the European ~ection has
added its voice to those of the other Sections. With a Society extending all over the world, it takes a long time to reach a decision,
but it is pleasant to see the good feeling which is manifested on all
sides, and the strong wish to recognize good service in the past as
giving claim to the utmost consideration. It is clear that Bro.
Judge will be the next President, whether now or at some future
date, but whether he will take office at once or not will remain
doubtful for some months. Meanwhile, as no practical difficulty is
caused by the delay, we can all possess our souls in patience, and
rejoice at the brotherly feeling shown in the American Section,
1
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alike in the wish to delay parting with the President-Founder as
long as possible, and in the unanimous choice of a successor.

•••
The Convention appears to have been well attended, and its
proceedings were marked by great earnestness and unanimity. Its
first action was to pass a resolution of gratitude "to our depart-:d
leader, H. P. Blavatsky, for the service she has rendered to the
cause of human brotherhood, and to every one of us, by her devoted
and unflinching work during the whole period of the Society's
existence, from its organization to the day when she abandoned her
mortal frame." After this glance backwards, the Convention tumed
its face forwards, and right truly declared: "This debt [to her] can
only be discharged by continued loyalty on our part to the cause she
held so dear, and therefore for the spreading of the work and
strengthening of the foundations of the Society, we pledge this
Section by head, and hand, and heart." That is the true spirit:
gratitude warmly rendered, and then its proof in earnest labour for
the Theosophical Cause.

•••
The papers read at the Convention seem to have been wellselected in view of the signs of the times. Dr. Archibald Keightley
gave one on "Schools of Metaphysical Healing," dealing with Mind
Cure, Christian Science, Spiritual Science, and tracing their evolution. Dr. J. D. Buck read a paper on "Materialism and Spiritualism
'lI. Occultism," from which the following extract will be read with
interest:
Man is, indeed, immortal, for the real man never dies. but mediumship and the
larger part of so-called Spiritualistic phenomena have been entirely misrepresented.
If this be true, all premature seeking and straining after psychic or astral powers is
pernicious and harmful in the extreme. So-called Spiritualism has been unable
successfully to cope with either the science or the reli....;on of the day. A natural
psychic is one thing, and artificial mediumship strained after in the dark circles is
a very different thing indeed. The first instance marks a degree of natural e\'olution
brought over from all previous lives. It should be regarded as a gift of the Gods.
and ,cherished and guarded accordingly. Mediumship, in the ordinary sense and
as usually employed, is both unhealthy and undesirable. Squarely and honestly
Theosophists admit the real facts of Spiritualism, and as squarely do they deny the
interpretations and conclusions claimed by most Spiritualists as flowing from these
facts.

Our General Secretary read a paper on ReIncarnation, and is
described as having "made a strong argument for the rationalism
of the belief that men live many times on earth." Brother Mead
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seems to be winning golden opinions among the Americans, and it is
pleasant to read kind words of one whom we so highly value here .

•••
This same Brother Mead of ours is not letting the grass grow
under his feet during his "holiday." He writes that on April 26th
he was to lecture to the Chicago Branches in the Auditorium Building on "Some Concepts of the Esoteric Philosophy." For the 28th
a lecture had been arranged at Milwaukee on "The Theosophical
Movement." The following day was to find him at Fort Wayne,
meeting the Branch there at Aveline House. Then the long journey
from Fort Wayne to Washington, where a lecture is to be delivered
on "Re';ncarnation" on May 2nd, and on the following day a lecture
is arranged at Baltimore. Then off to Boston for three days, May
6th, 7th and 8th, with lecture as well as Branch meetings. May 9th
is to sec him at Malden lecturing. Then back to New York for
three more lectures, one at Brooklyn, one at Harlem, and the third
in NCow York itself. On the 18th, he is to turn his face homewards,
and we look to the trusty seamen of the Inman Line to bring him
back as safely as they have brought so many other Theosophists .

•••
This is quite a proper and highly Theosophical way of spending
a holiday. Some people fancy that when they have a holiday they
ought only to lounge. But really what we want when we are a little
tired is change of work, and this is a far healthier as well as more
useful way of spending a holiday than to rush through fifty cities at
railway speed, or to dawdle up and down an esplanade. Now and
then it is good to go far away from the haunts of men, and under
forest shade or on craggy mountain listen to the soft whispers of
Nature, or commune silently with the minds of the great Teachers
of our race as we ponder the wise words they have placed on record.
Out of the whirl of modern life into the stillness of solitude is rest
beyond all telling. But while the world of men needs helping we
may not, pledged soldiers of the world's REDEEMERS as we are,
linger long in the happiness of calm retreat. "The Lion of the Law,
the Lord of Mercy [Buddha], perceiving the true cause of human
woe, immediately forsook the sweet but selfish rest of quiet wilds.
From Aryanaka He became the Teacher of mankind. After J ulai
had entered the Nirvana, He preached on mount and plain, and held
discourses in the cities, to Devas, men and Gods.1Il As did the
I
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Tathagata, so each, in his measure, should also do; for while men
suffer in ignorance, in sorrow, and in sin, those who seek to do their
duty, and who hear the cry of the great orphan. Humanity, cannot
seek the rest from which others are shut out, nor look for peace by
shutting out the sobs of pain instead of by removing their cause.
And so, to the true Theosophist, the call to work is never silent .

•••
There is a wonderful amount of masquerading under the name
of H. P. Blavatsky in the post-mortem realms, but the various
mummers do not agree in their presentations. One communication
assures us that "she has found her God," and is being carefully
trained by a defunct minister. Another promises proofs of her
identity, but the promise is as yet unredeemed. Another presents
as credentials through its medium pictures various and unattractive,
of which the best that can be said is that, in their crudity and hardness, they would do discredit to an ordinary sign-board painter. On
one point, however, all these audacious spooks are unanimous: they
communicate with persons who are not members of the Society
which H. P. Blavatsky founded and for which she worked up to the
very last days of her latest incarnation, and they carefully keep away
from the place she lived in and from the friends she loved and
trusted. When to this strange fact we add her positive declaration
that she would never communicate through any medium, and her
earnest request to her friends that they would always protest against
all pretences that might be raised of this description, it will be
evident why those who knew her best and who love and honour
her most, meet all these conflicting claims from Kiitna-loka with
blank unbelief. Each new mumming spook claims to be the real
and only one, and the latest of them claims to be the first real
appearance, all the others being humbugs. With this spook I
heartily agree on all points sa\'e one-that I include itself with the
rest.

Is not all visible nature, all sensible existence, the symbol and vesture of the
iO\'isible and the infinite? Is it not in these material shows of things that God.
virtue, immortality, are shadowed forth and made manifest to man? Material
nature is a jala""ot-galla, hanging in the air; a cloud picture. but painted by the
heavenly light; in itself it is air and nothingness, but behiud it is the glory of the
suu. Blind men! they think the c1oud.city a continuing habilation, anti the sun
but a picture because their eyes do not behold him. It is otfi y the invisible that
really is, but only the gifted sense that can of itself discern this reality,
THOMAS C.uu.\,LE.
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NIVERSAL aspirations, especially when impeded and suppressed
in their free manifestation, die out but to return with tenfold
power. They are cyclic, like every other natural phenomenon, whether
mental or cosmic, universal or national. Dam a river in one place, and
the water will work its way into another, and break out through it like
a torrent.
One of such universal aspirations, the strongest perhaps in man's
nature, is the longing to seek for the unknown; an ineradicable desire
to penetrate below the surface of things, a thirst for the knowledge of
that which is hidden from others. Nine children out of ten will break
their toys to see what there is inside. It is an innate feeling ana is
Protean in fornl. It rises from the ridiculous (or perhaps rather from
the reprehensible) to the sublime, for it is limited to indiscreet inquisitiveness, prying into neighbours' secrets, in the uneducated, and it
expands in the cultured into that love for knowledge which ends in
leading them to the summits of science, and fills the Academies and
the Royal Institutions with learned men.
But this pertains to the world of the objective. The man in whom
the metaphysical element is stronger than the physical, is propelled by
this natural aspiration towards the mystical, to that which the materialist is pleased to call a "superstitious belief in the supernatural." The
Church, while encouraging our aspirations after the holy-on strictly
theological and orthodox lines, of course-condemns at the same time
the human craving after the same, whenever the practical search after
it departs from its own lines. The memory of the thousands of illiterate
"witches," and the hundreds of learned alchemists, philosophers and
other heretics, tortured, burnt, and otherwise put to death during the
Middle Ages, remains as an ever-present witness to that arbitrary and
despotic interference.
In the present age both Church and Science, the blindly-believing
and the all-denying, are arrayed against the Secret Sciences, though
both Church and Science believed in and practised them-especially
the Kabalah-at a not very distant period of history. One says now,
.. It is of the devill" the other that "the devil is a creation of the

1 Th., spel\lng of the word Is various; som., write Cabbalah, otbers Kabbalab. Th., lat~t writers
have Introduced a nnr spelling as more consonant with the Hebrew mann.,... of writing tbe word and
malt., it QalJalalt. This Is more grammatical, perhaps, but as no Englishman will rver pronounce a
fordgn name 0'/' word but In an Engli~hifird way, to write th., term simply Kabalah Rems I.,.. pretentiou. and answers as _II.
a
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Church, and a disgraceful superstition"; in short, that there is neither
devil nor occult sciences. The first one forgets that it has publicly
proclaimed, hardly 400 years ago, the Jewish Kabalah as the grNl/es/
'llJi/n~ss to the truths of Christianity;1 the second, that the most illustrious men of science were all alchemists, astrologers and magicians,
witness Paracelsus, Van Helmont, Roger Bacon, etc. But consistency has never been a virtue of Modem Science. It has religiously
believed in all which it now denies, and it has denied all that it now
believes in, from the circulation of the blood up to steam and electric
power.
This sudden change of attitude in both powers cannot prevent
events from taking their natural course. The last quarter of our
century is witnessing an extraordinary outbreak of occult studies, and
magic dashes once more its powerful waves against the rocks of
Church and Science, w~ich it is slowly but as surely undermining.
Anyone whose natural mysticism impels him to seek for sympathetic
contact with other minds, is astonished to find how large a number
of persons are not only interested in Mysticism generally, but are
actually themselves Kabalists. The river dammed during the Middle
Ages has flowed since noiselessly underground, and has now bu~t up
as an irrepressible torrent. Hundre4s to-day study the Kabalah. where
scarcely one or two could have been found some fifty years ago, when
fear of the Church was still a powerful factor in men's lives. But the
long-pent-up torrent has now diverged into two streams-Eastern
Occultism and the Jewish Kabalah; the traditions of the WisdomReligion of the races that preceded the Adam of the .. Fall"; and the
system of the ancient Levites of Israel, who most ingeniously veiled a
portion of that religion of the Pantheists under the mask of monotheism.
Unfortunately many are called but few chosen. The two systems
t~aten th~_~~r1.~ of-the m...Y!'tic~_ ~it!t a s~e~dy_ ~~!1flic~ which, instead
of increasing the spread of the One Universal Trut1i; will necessarily
only weaken and impede its progress. Yet, the question is not, once
more, which is tk~ one truth. For both are founded upon the eternal
verities of prehistoric knowledge, as both, in the present age and the
state of mental transition through which humanity is now passing, can
give out only a certain portion of these verities. It is simply a question: "Which of the two systems contains most unadulterated facts;
1 This is demonstrated by what _ know oC the liCe of John Picus de Mlrandola. GiDsburg and
others ha,'O! stated the following Cacts, namely, that aner having studied the Kabalah Miraudola
.. found that there is more Christianity than Judaism in the Kabalah; he discovered in it proofs for
the doctrine oC the Trinity, the Incarnation, the Divinity oC Christ, the heavenly Jerusa1em. the Call
of the Angels," and so on. .. In '486, when only twenty-Cour years old, he published 900 theses whicb
were placarded in Rome (not without the consent or knowledge surely of the Pope and his Go.-ernment I), and which he undertook to defend in the presence of all European scholars, whom he invited
to the atemal City, promising to defray their tra,'O!lIing expen!e!l. Among the theses was the
following: 'No science yields greater proof of the DI'inity of Christ than magic and the Cabbalah'...
The reason why will be shown in the present article.
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and, most important of all-which of the two presents its teachings in
the most Catholic (i.e., unsectarian) and impartial manner?" One-the
Eastern system-has veiled for ages its profound pantheistic unitarianism with the exuberance of an exoteric polytheism; the otheras said above-with the screen of exoteric monotheism. Both are but
masks to hide the sacred truth from the profane; for neither the Aryan
nor the Semitic philosophers have ever accepted either the anthropomorphism of the many Gods, or the personality of the one God, as a
philosophical proposition. But it is impossible within the limits we
have at our disposal, to attempt to enter upon a minute discussion of
this question. We must be content with a simpler task. The rites and
ceremonies of the Jewish law seem to be an abyss, which long generations of Christian Fathers, and especially of Protestant Reformers,
have vainly sought to fill in with their far-fetched interpretations.
Yet all the early Christians, Paul and the Gnostics, regarded and proclaimed the Jewish law as essentially distinct from the new Christian
law. St. Paul called the former an a.llegory, and St. Stephen told the
Jews an hour before being stoned that they had not even kept the law
that they had received from the angels (the reons), and as to the Holy
Ghost (the impersonal Logos or Christos, as taught at Initiation) they
had resisted and rejected it as their fathers had done (Acts vii.).
This was virtually telling them that their law was inferior to the later
one. Notwithstanding that the Mosaic Books which we tkink we have
in the Old Testament, cannot be more than two or three centuries older
than Christianity, the Protestants have nevertheless made of them
their Sacred Canon, on a par with, if not higher than, the Gospels. But
when the PentalalCk was written, or rather rewritten after Ezdras, i.e.,
after the Rabbis had settled upon a new departure, a number of additions were made which were taken bodily from Persian and Babylonian
doctrines; and this at a period subseqttenl to Ike eolonizali011 of Judea
under the authority of the kings of Persia. This reediting was of
course done in the same way as with all such Scriptures. They were
originally written in a secret key, or cipher, known only to the Initiates.
But instead of adapting the contents to the highest spiritual truths as
taught in the tkird, the highest, degree of Initiation, and expressed in
symbolical language-as may be seen even in the exoteric PuY(inas of
India-the writers of the Pentateuek, revised and corrected, they who
cared but for earthly and national glory, adapted only to astro-physiological symbols the supposed events of the Abrahams, Jacobs, and
Solomons, and the fantastic history of their little race. Thus they
produced, under the mask of monotheism, a religion of sexual and
phallic worship, one that concealed an adoration of the Gods, or the
lower reons. No one would maintain that anything like the dualism
and the angelolatry of Persia, brought by the Jews from the captivity,
could ever be found in the real Law, or Books of Moses. For how, in
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such case, could the Sadducees, who reverenced that Law, reject angels.
as well as the soul and its immortality? And yet angels. if not the
soul's immortal nature. are distinctly asserted to exist in the Old
Testament, and are found in the Jewish mod.ern scrolls.l
This fact of the successive and widely differing redactions of that
which we loosely term the Books of Moses, and of their triple adaptation to the first (lowest), second, and third, or highest, degree of
Sodalian initiation, and that still more puzzling fact of the diametrically opposite beliefs of the Sadducees and the other Jewish sects, all
accepting, nevertheless, the same Rn.'datioll--can be made comprehensible only in the light of our Esoteric explanation. It also shows the
reason why, when Moses and the Prophets belonged to the Sodalities
(the great Mysteries), the latter yet seem so often to fulminate against
the abominations of the Sod ales and their .. Sod." For had the Old
Canon been translated literally, as is claimed, instead of being adapted
to a monotheism absent from it, and to the spirit of each sect, as the differences in the Septuagint and Vulgate prove, the following contradictory sentences would be added to the hundreds of other inconsistencies
in "Holy Writ." "Sod Ihoh [the mysteries of Johoh, or Jeho\'ah] are
for those who fear him," says Psalm xxv. 14, mistranslated "the secret
of the Lord is with them that fear him." Again" Al [El] is terrible
in the great Sod of the Kadeshim" is rendered as-" God is greatly to
be feart:d in the assembly of the saints" (Psalm lxxxix. 7). The title of
Kadeshim (Kadosh sing.) means in reality something quite different
from saints, though it is generally explained as "priests," the "holy"
and the "Initiated"; for the Kadeshim were simply the galli of the
abominable mysteries (Sod) of the exoteric rites. They were, in short.
the male N autches of the temples, during whose initiations the arcallum.
the Sod (from which "Sodom," perchance) of physiological and sexual
evolution. were divulged. These rites all belonged to the first degree
of the Mysteries, so protected and beloved by David-the "friend of
God." They must have been very ancient with the Jews, and were
ever abominated by the true Initiates; thus we find the dying Jacob's
prayer is that his soul should not come into the secre/ (Sod. in the
original) of Simeon and Levi (the priestly caste) and into their assemhl)'
during which they "slew a man" (Genesis xlix. 5, 6).' And yet Moses
is claimed by the Kabalists as chief of the Sodales! Reject the explanation of the Secret Doe/rille and the whole Pentatcuck becomes the abomination of abominations.
Therefore. do we find Jehovah, the anthropomorphic God, every1 This is just what th., Gnostics had always maintainrd quit., indrprnd.,nUy of Christians. In
their doctrines th., Jrwish God, the" Elohim," was a hierarchy oflow terrrstrial angrls--an ndabaDtA,
spit.,ful and j.,alous.
t To .. slay a ",a .... meant, In the symbolism of the Lrsarr Mysterirs, th., rite during which crimrs
against natnre were committed, for which purpose the Kadrshlm wrre art asid.,. Thus Cain" slays"
his brothrr Abrl, who, esoterically, is a frmal., charact.,r and represrnts th., first .t ....a. woman in
the Third Race after the srp8ration of E"":"~. Sre alFo the SOtIru of M.as ....t!s. pp. 253 ••83, dc:.

Digitized by

GoogIe

THE KABALAH AND THE KABALISTS.

189

where in the Bible, but of AIN SUPH not one word is said. And therefore, also, was the Jewish metrology quite different from the numeral
methods of other people. Instead of serving as an adjunct to other
prearranged methods, to penetrate therewith as with a key into the
hidden or implied meaning contained within the literal sentences-as \
the initiated Brahmins do to this day, when reading their sacred books I
-the numeral system with the Jews is, as the author of Hebrew Me- ;
Irology tells us, the Holy Writ itself: "That very thing, it, esse, on l
which, and out of which, and by the continuous interweaving use of
which, the very text of the Bible has been made to result, as its enunciation, from the begi~ning word of Genesis to the closing word of
Deuteronomy."
So true is this, indeed, that the authors of the New Teslammt who
had to blend their system with both the Jewish and the Pagan, had to
borrow their most metaphysical symbols not from the Pmlaleuch, or
even the Kabalah, but from the Aryan astro-symbology. One instance
will suffice. Whence the dual meaning of the First-born, the Lamb,
the Unborn, and the Eternal-all relating to the Logos or Christos? We
say from the Sanskrit Aja, a word the meanings of which are: (a) the
Ram, or the Lamb, the first sign of the Zodiac, called in astronomy
lIfeslza; (b) the Unborn, a title of the first Logos, or Brahma, the selfexistent cause of all, described and so referred to in the Upanishads.
The Hebrew Kabalistic Gematria, Notaricon, and T'mura are very
ingenious methods, giving the key to the secret meaning of Jewish
symbology, one that applied the relations of their sacred imagery only
to one side of Nature-namely, the physical side. Their myths and
the names and the events attributed to their Biblical personages were
made to correspond with astronomical revolutions and sexual evolution, and had nought to do with the spiritual states of man; hence no
such correspondences are to be found in the reading of their sacred
canon. The real Mosaic Jews of the Sodales, whose direct heirs on the
line of itzitialion were the Sadducees, had no spirituality in them, nor
did they feel any need for it apparently. The reader, whose ideas of
Initiation and Adeptship are intimately blendfi!d with the mysteries of
the after life and soul survival, will now see the reason for the great
yet natural inconsistencies found on almost every page of the Bible.
Thus, in the Book of Job, a Kabalistic treatise on Egypto-Arabic Initiation, the symbolism of which conceals the highest spiritual mysteries,
one finds yet this significant and purely materialistic verse: "Man born
of a woman is . . . like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a
shadow, and continueth not" (xiv. I, 2). But Job speaks here of the·
personalily, and he is right; for no Initiate would say that the personality long survived the' death of the physical body; the spirit alone
is immortal. But this sentence in Job, the oldest document in the
DiMe, makes only the more brutally materialistic that in Ecclesiastes,
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iii. 19, et seq., one of the latest records. The writer, who speaks in the
name of Solomon, and says that "that which befalleth the sons of men
"efallelk lIeasts, even . . . as tke one dietk, so dietk tke otker . . .
so that a man hath no preeminence above a beast," is quite on a par
with the modem Haeckels, and expresses only that which he thinks.
Therefore, no knowledge of Kabalistic methods can help one in
finding that in the Old Testament which has never been there since the
Book of tke Law was re-written (rather than found) by Hilkiah. Nor
can the reading of the Egyptian symbols be much helped by the
medizval Kabalistic systems. Indeed, it is but the blindness of a
pious illusion that can lead anyone to discover any spiritual and metaphysical correspondences or meaning in the Jewish purely astro-physiological symbology. On the other hand, the ancient pagan religious
systems, so-called, are all built upon abstract spiritual speculations,
their gross external forms being, perhaps, the most secure veil to hide
their inner meaning.
.
It can be demonstrated, on the authority of the mo!;t learned
Kabalists of our day that the Zokar, and almost all the Kabalistic
works, have passed through Christian hands. Hence, that they cannot
be considered any longer as universal, but have become simply sectarian.
This is well shown by Picus de Mirandola's thesis upon the proposition
that "no Science yields greater proof of the divinity of Christ than
magic and the Kabalah." This is true of the divinity of the Logos, or
of the Christos of the Gnostics; b~ause that Christos remains the same
WORD of the ever-unmanifested Deity, whether we call it Parabrahm
or Ain Suph-by whatever name he himself is called-Krishna, Buddha,
or Ormazd. But this Christos is neither the Christ of the Churches,
nor yet the Jesus of the Gospels; it is only an impersonal Principle.
Nevertheless the Latin Church made capital of this thesis; the result
of which was, that as in the last century, so it is now in Europe and
America. Almost every Kabalist is now a believer in a persona.l God,
in the very teeth of the original impersonal Ain Suph, and is, moreover,
a more or less heterodox, but still a, Christian. This is dne entirely
to the ignorance of most people (a) that the Kallalak (the ZoluJr
especially) we have, is not the original Book of Splendour, written down
from the oral teachings of Simon Ben Jochai; and (II) that the latter,
being indeed an exposition of the hidden sense of the writings of
Moses (so-called) was as equally good an exponent of the Esoteric
meaning contained under the shell of the literal sense in the Scriptures
of any Pagan religion. Nor do the modem Kabalists seem to be
aware of the fact, that the Kabalah as it now stands, with its more than
revised texts, its additions made to apply to the New as much as to the
Old Testament, its numerical language recomposed so as to apply to
both, and its crafty veiling, is no longer able now to furnish all the
ancient and primitive meanings. In short that no Kabalistic work
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now extant among the Western nations can display any greater
mysteries of nature, than those which Ezra and Co., and the later
co-workers of Moses de Leon, desired to unfold; the Kabalah contains (
no more than the Syrian and Chaldean Christians and ex-Gnostics of i
the thirteenth century wanted those works to reveal. And what they
do reveal hardly repays the trouble of passing one's life in studying it.
For if they may, and do, present a field of immense interest to the
Mason and mathematician, they can teach scarcely anything to the
student hungering after spiritual mysteries. The use of all the seven f
keys to unlock the mysteries of Being in this life, and the lives to
come, as in those which have gone by, show that the Chaldean Book of:
Numbers, and the Upanishads undeniably conceal the most divine
philosophy-as it is that of the Universal Wisdom Religion. But the \
Zohar, now so mutilated, can show nothing of the kind. Besides which,
who of the Western philosophers or students has all those keys at his
command? These are now entrusted only to the highest Initiates in
Gupta VidJ'a, to great Adepts; and, surely it is no self-taught tyro,
not even an isolated mystic, however great his genius and natural
powers, who can hope to unravel in one life more than one or two of
the lost keys.1
The key to the Jewish metrology has been undeniably unravelled,
and a very important key it is. But as we may infer from the words of
the discoverer himself in the footnote just quoted-though that key
(concealed in the" Sacred Metrology") discloses the fact that "Holy
Writ" contains" a rational science of sober and great worth," yet it helps
to unveil no higher spiritual truth than that which a11 astrologers have
insisted upon in every age; i.e., the close relation between the sidereal
and a11 the terrestrial bodies-human beings included. The history of
our globe and its humanities is prototyped in the astronomical heavens
from first to last, though the Royal Society of Physicists may not
become aware of it for ages yet to come. By the showing of the said
discoverer himself, "the burden of this secret doctrine, this Cabbalah,
is of pure truth and right reason, for it is geometry with applied proper
numbers, of astronomy and of a system of measures, viz., the Masonic
inch, the twenty-four inch gauge (or the doqble foot), the yard, and
the mile. These were claimed to be of divine revelation and imparta1 The writer in the Maso"i, R~fli~w is thus quite justified in saying as he does, that "the
Kabalistic field is that in which astrologers, necromancers, black and white magicians, fortuneteners, chiromancera, and all the Uke, revel and make claims to supernaturalism ad "au.~a",,·"
and he adds: .. The Christian quarrying Into its mass of mysticism, claims its support and authority
fot' that most perpleldng of all problems, the Holy Trinity, and the portrayed character of Christ.
With equsl assurance, but more effrontery, the knave, In the name of Cabbslah, will sell amulets
and charms, tell fortunes, draw horoscopes, and just a8 readily give specific rules • . . . fot'
raiSing the dead, and actnally-the devil. • . • . Discovery has yet to be made of what Cabbalah
really consists, before any weight or authority can be given to the name. On that discovery will
rest the question whether the name should be received as related to matters worthy of rational
acknowledgment." "TIle v.or.tw clai",. lI.at .ud. a discO'Vuy Ita. 'U~ malk, and that the same
embraces rational science of sober and great worth." "The Cabbalah," from the Ma'Offi, RevUW
rot'September, 1885, by Brother J. Ralston Skinner (McMillian Lodge, No. 141).
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tion, by the possession and use of which, it could be said of Abram:
'Blessed of the Most High God, Abram, measure of heaven and earth'"
-the" creative law of measure."
And is this all that theprimiti'ZJe Kabalah contained? No; for the
author remarks elsewhere: .. What the originally and intended right
reading was [in the Pm/a/mdtJ who can tell?" Thus allowing the
reader to infer that the meanings implied in the exoteric, or dead letter
of the Hebrew texts, are by no means only those revealed by metrology.
Therefore are we justified in saying that the Jewish Kabalah, with its
numerical methods, is now only one of the keys to the ancient mysteries,
\ and that the Eastern or Aryan systems alone can supply the rest, and
J unveil the whole truth of Creation. 1
What this numeral system is, we leave its discoverer to explain
himself. According to him:
Like all other human productions of the kind, the Hebrew text of the Bible
was in characters which could serve as sound signs for syllable utterance, or for
this purpose what are called letters. Now in the first place, these original character
signs were also pictures, each one of them; and these pictures of themselves stood
for ideas which coulci be communicated. much like the original Chinese letters.
Gustav Seyfi'arth shows that the Egyptian hieroglyphics numbered over 600 picture
characters, which embraced the modified use, syllabically, of the original number
of letters of the Hebrew alphabet. The characters of the Hebrew text of the
sacred scroll were divided into classes, in which the characters of each class were
interchangeable; whereby one fornl might be exchanged for another to carry a
modified signification, both by letter, and picture, and number. Seyfi'arth shows
the modified form of the very ancient Hebrew alphabet in the old Coptic by this
law ofintercliange of characters.s This law of permitted interchange of letters is
to be found quite fully set forth in the Hebrew dictionaries. • . Though recognized . • . it is very perplexing and hard to understand, because we ha\"e lost
the specific use and power of such interchange. [Just so!] In the second place
these characters stood for numbers-to be used for numbers as we use specific
number signs-though also there is very much to prove that the old Hebrews were
in possession of the so-called Arabic numerals, as we ha\'e them, from the straight
line 1 to the zero character, together making 1 +9= 10. • • • • • In the third
place, it is said, and it seems to be proved, that these characters stood for musical
notes; so that, for instance, the arrangement of the letters in the first chapter of
Genesis, can be rendered musically or by song.' Another law of the Hebrew
characters was that only the consonantal signs were characterized-the vowels
were not characterized, but were supplied. If one will try it he will find that a
I E\'en as it stands now, the Kabalah, with Its 8e\-eral methods, can only puzzle by offering
aeveral versions; it can never divulge the whole truth. The readings of even the first sentence of
Gnusis are 8e\'ernl. To quote the author: .. It is made to read • B'rashith bari. Elohim,' etc., • In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth,' wherein Elohim is a plural nominative to a verb
in the third person sillgular. Nachminedes called attention to the fact that the text might suffer the
reading, • B'rash ithblri F;lohim,' etc., • In the head (sollrce or begillning) created itself (or developed) gods, the heavens and tile eartll,' really a more grammatical rendering." (Ibid.) And yet _
are forced to believe the Jewish monotbeism I
t Before Seyft'arth can hope to have his hypothesis accepted, however, he will have to prove that
(a) the Israelites had an alphabet of their own when the ancient F;gyptialUl or Copts had as yet none;
and (b) that the Hebrew of the later scrolill is the Hebrew, or "mystery language" of Moses, which
the Secret Doctrine denies .
• Not the Hebrew helped by the Massoretic signs, at all e,·ents. See further on, hown-er.
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consonant of itself cannot be made vocal without the help of a vowel; 1 therefore
. . . • the consonants made the framework of a word, but to give it life or
utterance into the air, so as to impart the thought of the mind, and the feelings of
the heart, the vowels were supplied.

Now, even if we suppose, for argument's sake, that the "framework," i.e., the consonants of the Pentateuch are the same as in the days
of Moses, what changes must have been effected with those scrollswritten in such a poor language as the Hebrew, with its less than two
dozens of letters-when rewritten time after time, and its vowels and
points supplied in ever-new combinations! No two minds are alike,
and the feelings of the heart change. What could remain, we ask, of
the original writings of Moses, if such ever existed, when they had been
lost for nearly 800 years and then found when every remembrance of
them must have disappeared from the minds of the most learned, and
Hilkiah has them rewritten by Shaphan, the scribe? When lost again,
they are rewritten again by Ezra; lost once more in 168 B.C. the volume
or scrolls were again destroyed; and when finally they reappear, we
find them dressed in their Massoretic disguise! We may know something of Ben Chajim, who published the Massorah of the scrolls in the
fifteenth century; we can know nothing of Moses, this is certain, unless
we become-Initiates of the Eastern School.
Ahrens, when speaking of the letters so arranged in the Hebrew
sacred scrolls-that they were of themselves musical notes-had probably never studied Aryan Hindu music. In the Sanskrit language
there is no need to so arrange letters in the sacred ollas that they
should become musical. For the whole Sanskrit alphabet and the
Vedas, from the first word to the last, are musical notations reduced to
writing, and the two are inseparable. 2 As Homer distinguished between the "language of Goels" and the language of men,8 so did the
Hindus.
The Dez'a11tigari-the Sanskrit character-is the "Speech of the
Goels" and Sanskrit the divine language. 4 As to the Hebrew let the
moelern Isaiahs cry "Woe is me!" and confess that which "the newlydiscovered mode of language (Hebrew metrology) veiled uneler the
words of the sacred Text" has now clearly shown. Read the Source of
Measures, read all the other able treatises on the subject by the same
1 And therefore as the vowels were furnished ad libitum by the l\Iassorets they could make of a
word what they liked!
____ ~ See Theosophist, November, .879, article Hind' Music, p. 47.
8 Thes. xiv. ,89,290 .
• The Sanskrit letters are three times as nunlerous as the poor twenty· two letters of the
Hebrew alphabet. They are all musical and are read, or rather chanted, according to a system
giftn in very old Tantrika works (see Tantra Shastras); and are called Dl'vanagari, .. the
"....- speech or language of the Gods!' And since each answers to a numeral, and has therefore a far
larger scope for expression and meaning. it must necessarily be far more perfect and far older than
the Hebrew, which followed the system, but could apply it only in a "ery limited way. If either of
the two languages were taught to humanity by the Gods, surely it is mther Sanskrit-the perfect of
the most perfect language. on Earth-than Hebrew, the rough""t and the poorest. For once we
believe in a language of divine origin, we can hardly believe at the same time that angels or Gods
or any divine messenger should have selected the inferior in preference to the superior.
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author. And then the reader will find that with the utmost good-will
and incessant efforts covering many years of study, that laborious
scholar, having penetrated under the mask of the system, can find in it
little more than pure anthropomorphism •. ·In man, and on man, alone,
rests the whole scheme of the Kabalah, and to man and his functions,
on however enlarged a scale, everything in it is made to apply. Man, as
the Archetypal Man or Adam, is made to contlin the whole Kabalistic
system. He is the great symbol and shadow, thrown by the manifested
Kosmos, itself the reflection of the impersonal and ever incomprehensible principle; and this shadow furnishes by its construction-the
personal grown out of the impersonal-a kind of objective and tangible
symbol of everything visible and-invisible in the Universe. "As the
First Cause was utterly unknown and unnameable, such names as
were adopted as most sacred (in DiMe and Kabalah) and commonly
made applicable to the Divine Being, were after all not so," but were
mere manifestations of the unknowable, such
In a cosmic or natural sense, as could become known to man. Hence these
names wew rIOt so sacred as commo"ty lteld, inasmuch as with all created things
they were themselves but names or enunciations of things known. As to metrology, instead of a valuable adjunct to the Biblical system . . . the entire
text of the Holy Writ in the Mosaic books is not only replete with it as a system,
but the system itself is that very thing, in esse,

from the first to the last word.
For instance, the narratives of the first day, of the six days, of the seventh
day, of the making of Adam, male and female, of Adam in the Garden, of the
formation of the woman out of the man, of . . . the genealogy of Ararat, of
the ark, of Noah with his dove and raven, . . . of Abram's travel from Ur . . •
into Egypt before Pharaoh, of Abram's life, of the three covenants, . . . of the
construction of the tabernacle and the dwelling of Jehovah, of the famous 6oJ.sso
as the number of men capable of bearing arms, . • • the exodus out of Egypt,
and the like-all are but so many modes of enunciation of this system of geometry,
of applied number ratios, of measures and their various applications.

And the author of HelJrnu Metrology ends by saying:
Whatever may have been the Jewish mode of complete interpretation of
these books, the Christian Church has taken them for what they show on their first
face-and that only. The Christian Church has never attributed to these books
any property beyond this; and herein has existed its great error.

But the Western European Kabalists, and many of the American
(though luckily not all), claim to correct this error of their Church.
How far do they succeed and where is the evidence of their success?
Read all the volumes published on the Kabalah in the course of this
century; and if we except a few volumes issued recently in America,
it will be found that not a single Kabalist has penetrated even skin
deep below the surface of that "first face." Their digests are pure
speCUlation and hypotheses and-no more. One bases his glosses
upon Ragon's Masonic revelations; another takes Fabre d'Olivet for
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his prophet-this writer having never been a Kabalist, though he was
a genius of wonderful, almost miraculous, erudition, and a polyglot
linguist greater than whom there was since his day none, even among
the philologists of the French Academy, which refused to take notice
of his work. Others, again, believe that no greater Kabalist was born
among the sons of men than the late Eliphas Uvi-a charming and
witty writer, who, however, has more mystified than taught in his
many volumes on Magic. Let not the reader conclude from these
statements that real, learned Kabalists are not to be found in the Old
and New Worlds. There are initiated Occultists, who are Kabalists,
scattered hither and thither, most undeniably, especially in Germany
and Poland. But these will not publisk wkat they know, nor will they
call themselves Kabalists. The "Soda/ian oath" of the third degree
holds good now as ever.
But there are those who are pledged to no secresy. Those writers
are the only ones on whose information the Kabalists ought to rely,
however incomplete their statements from the standpoint ~f a full
revelation, i.e., of the sevenfold Esoteric meaning. It is they who care
least for those secrets after which alone the modem Hermetist and
Kabalist is now hungering-such as the transmutation into gold, and
the Elixir of Life, or the Philosopher's Stone-for physical purposes.
For all the chief secrets of the Occult teachings are concerned with
the highest spiritual knowledge. They deal with mental states, not
with physical processes and their transformations. In a word, the
real, genuine Kabalah, the only original copy of which is contained in
the Chaldean Book of Numbers, pertains to, and teaches about, the
realm of spirit, not that of matter.
What, then, is the Kabalah, in reality, and does it afford a revelation of such higher spiritual mysteries? The writer answers most
emphatically NO. What the Kabalistic keys and methods were, in the
origin of the Pentateuch and other sacred scrolls and documents of the
Jews now no longer extant, is one thing; what they are now is quite
another. The Kabalah is a manifold language; moreover, one whose
reading is determined by the dead-letter face text of the record to be
deciphered. It teaches and help~ one to read the Esoteric real meaning
hidden under the mask of that dead letter; it cannot create a text or
make one find in the document under study that which has never been
in it from the beginning. The Kabalah-such as we have it now-is
inseparable from the text of the Old Testamml, as remodelled by Ezra
and other!!. And as the Hebrew Scriptures, or their contents, have
been repeatedly altered-notwithstanding the ancient boast that not
one letter in the Sacred Scroll, not an iota, has ever been changed-so
no Kabalistic methods can help us by reading in it anything besides
what there is in it. He who does it is no Kabalist, but a dreamer.
Lastly, the profane reader should learn the difference between the
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Kabalah and the Kabalistic works, before he is made to face other
arguments. For the Kabalah is no special volume, nor is it even
a system. It consists of seven different systems applied to seven
different interpretations of any given Esoteric work or subject. These
systems were always transmitted orally by one generation of Initiates to
another, under the pledge of the Sodalian oath, and tkey ka1!e n~lnrecorded in writing by anyone. Those who speak of translating the
Kabalah into this or another tongue may as well talk of translating the
wordless signal-chants of the Bedouin brigands into some particular
language. Kabalah. as a word, is derived from' the root K61 (Ke"el)
"to hand over," or "to receive" orally. It is erroneous to say, as
Kenneth Mackenzie does in his Royal Masonic CydoptEdia, that "the
doctrine of the Kabalah refers to the system handed down by oral
transmission, and is nearly allied to tradiliotl"; for in this sentence the
first proposition only is true, while the second is not. It is not allied
to "tradition" but to the seven veils or the seven truths orally rc'uald
at Iniliatio11. Of these methods, pertaining to the universal pictorial
languages--meaning by "pictorial" any cipher, number, symbol, or
other glyph that can be represented, whether objectively or subjectively
(mentally)-three only exist at present in the Je\\;sh system. l Thus,
if Kabalah as a word is Hebrew, the system itself is no more Jewish
than is sunlight; it is universal.
On the other hand, the Jews can claim the Zokar, Sepkn- Ydziralz
(Book of Creation), Sepkn- Dzeniula, and a few others, as their own
undeniable property and as Kabalistic works.
H. P. B.

"un

MADAME BI,AVATSKV AND THE GRIPPE.-Madame Blavatsky, being asked what
was the cause of the Grippe, answered that it was .. an abnormal condition of the
oxygen in the atmosphere," or words to the same effect. I concluded that, in
that case, artificially.produced oxygen might prove valuable as a remedy. My
mother having been laid up with this disease, I searched the United States dispensatory for some easy means of producing oxygen, and stumbled across "Per.
oxide of Hydrogen" (H,O~). I administered it internally in drachm doses well
diluted with water three times a day, also spraying some through the sick room,
with undeniably favourable results. I found upon advising the use of it to a
friend, it had also upon him a like effect; and also find that the Philadelphia
papers contain advertisements of an oxygen treatnlent for the Grippe. To all those
who question the qui bono of Theosophy I would like to say, .. .Study l.fadame

Blavatsky's writings, and 'hen judge."-F. T. S.
1 Of these three not on~ can be mad~ to apply to purely spiritual metaphysics. One divulges the
relations of the sidereal bodies to the terrestrial, especially the humau; the other relates to the rvoIu·
tiou of the human ra~s and the RXes; th~ third to K08motheogony and is metrological.
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gtesmerism.

HIS is the name given to an art, or the exhibition of a power to
act upon others and the facility to be acted upon, which long
antedate the days of Anton Mesmer. Another name for some of its
phenomena is Hypnotism, and still another is Magnetism. The last
title was given because sometimes the person operated on was seen to
follow the hand of the operator, as if drawn like iron filings to a
magnet. These are all used to-day by various operators, but by
many different appellations it has been known; fascination is one. and
psychologizing is another, but the number of them is so great it is
useless to go over the list.
Anton Mesmer, who gave greater pUblicity in the 'Western world
to the subject than any other person, and whose name is still attached
to it, was born in 1734, and some few years before 1783, or about 1775,
obtained great prominence in Europe in connection with his experiments and cures; but, as H. P. Blavatsky says in her Theosophical
Glossary', he was only a rediscoverer. The whole subject had been
explored long before his time-indeed many centuries anterior to the
rise of civilization in Europe-and all the great fraternities of the East
were always in full possession of secrets concerning its practice which
remain still unknown. Mesmer came out with his discoveries as agent,
in fact-though, perhaps, without disclosing those behind him-of
certain brotherhoods to which he belonged. His promulgations were
in the last quarter of the century, just as those of the Theosophical
Society were begun in 1875, and what he did was all that could be
done at that time.
But in 1639, one hundred years before Mesmer, a book was published
in Europe upon the use of mesmerism in the cure of wounds, and bore
the title, The Sytnpa/helical Powder of Edn'cius Mokynus of Ebllro.
These cures, it was said, could be effected at a distance from the wound
by reason of the vir/tte or directi'l.le faculty between that and the wound.
This is exactly one of the phases of both hypnotism and mesmerism.
And along the same line were the writings of a monk named Uldericus
Balk, who said diseases could be similarly cured, in a book concerning
the lamp of life in 161 I. In these works, of course, there is much
superstition, but they treat of mesmerism underneath all the folly.
After the French Academy committee, including Benjamin Franklin, passed sentence on the subject, condemning it in substance. mesmerism fell into disrepute, but was revived in America by many persons
who adopted different names for their work and wrote books on it.
One of them named Dodds obtained a good deal of aelebrity, and was
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invited during the life of Daniel Webster to lecture on it before a
number of United States senators. He called his system "psychology," but it was mesmerism exactly, even to details regarding
nerves and the like. And in England also a good deal of attention
was given to it by numbers of people who were not of scientific
repute. They gave it no better reputation than it had before, and
the press and public generally looked on them as charlatans and upon
mesmerism as a delusion. Such was the state of things until the researches into what is now known as hypnotism brought that phase of
the subject once more forward, and subsequently to 1875 the popular
mind gave more and more attention to the possibilities in the fields of
clairvoyance, clairaudience, trance, apparitions, and the like. E,'en
physicians and others, who previously scouted all such investigations,
began to take them up for consideration, and are still engaged thereon.
And it seems quite certain that, by whatever name designated, mesmerism is sure to have more and more attention paid to it. For it is
impossible to proceed very far with hypnotic experiments without
meeting mesmeric phenomena, and being compelled, as it were, to
proceed with an enquiry into those as well.
The hypnotists unjustifiably claim the merit of discoveries, for
even the uneducated so-called charlatans of the above-mentioned periods
cited the very fact appropriated by hypnotists, that many persons were
normally-for them-in a hypnotized state, or, as they called it, in a
psychologized condition, or negative· one, and so forth, according to
the particular system employed.
In France Baron Du Potet astonished every one with his feats in
mesmerism, bringing about as great changes in subjects as the hypnotizers do now. After a time and after reading old books, he adopted a
number of queer symbols that he said had the most extraordinary effect
on the subject, and refused to give these out to any except pledged
persons. This rule was violated, and his instructions and figures were
printed not many years ago for sale with a pretence of secresy consisting
in a lock to the book. I have read these and find they are of no moment
at all, h~!ing their force siDlEly from the will of the person who uses
them. The Baron was a man of very strong natural mesmeric force,
and made his subjects do things that few others could bring about. He
died without causing the scientific world to pay much attention to the
matter.
The great question mooted is whether there is or is not any actual
fluid thrown off by the mesmerizer. Many dellY it, and nearly all
hypnotizers refuse to admit it. H. P. Blavatsky declares there is such
a fluid, and those who can see into the plane to which it belongs assert
its existence as a subtle form of matter. This is, I think, true, and is
not at all inconsistent with the experiments in hypnotism, for the fluid
can have its own existence at the same time that people may be self-
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hypnotized by merely inverting their eyes while looking at some bright
object. This fluid is composed in part of the astral substance around
everyone, and in part of the physical atoms in a finely divided state.
By some this astral substance is called the aura. But that word is )
indefinite, as there are many sorts of aura and many degrees of its
expression. These will not be known, even to Theosophists of the
most willing mind, until the race as a whole has developed up to that
point. So the word will remain in use for the present.
Thi5 aura, then, is thrown off by the mesmeriz';!r upon his subject,
and is received by the latter in a department of hi,; inner constitution,
never described by any Western experimenters, because they know
nothing of it. It wakes up certain inner and non-physical divisions of
the person operated on, causing a change of relation between the various
and numerous sheaths surrounding the inner man, and making possible
different degrees of intelligence and of clairvoyance and the like. It
has no influence whatsoever on the Higher Self,1 which it is impossible
to reach by such means. Many persons are deluded into supposing that
the Higher Self is the responder, or that some spirit or what not is
present, but it is only one of the many inner persons, so to say, who
is talking or rather causing the organs of speech to do their office. And
it is just here that the Theosophist and the non-Theosophist are at
fault, since the words spoken are sometimes far above the ordinary
intelligence or power of the subject in waking state. I therefore
propose to give in the rough the theory of what actually does take
place, as has been known for ages to those who see with the inner eye,
and as will one day be discovered and admitted by science.
When the hypnotic or mesmerized state is complete-and often
when it is partial-there is an immediate paralyzing of the power of
the body to throw its impressions, and thus modify the conceptions of
the inner being. In ordinary waking life everyone, without being'>"
able to disentangle himself, is subject to the impressions from the
whole organism; that is to say, every cell in the body, to the most I
minute, has its own series of impressions and recollections, all of which
continue to impinge on the great register, the brain, until the impression
remaining in the cell is fully exhausted. And t!!at exhaustion Jil]ce~a I
long time. Further, as we are adding continually to them, the period
of disappearance of impression is indefinitely postponed. Thus the ~ ".
i,!l..."-~ person is not able to mske itself felt. But, in the right subject, '
I
t~()se bodily impressions are by mesmerism neutralized for the time, (
and at once another effect follows, which is equivalent to cntting the
general off from his army and compelling him to seek other means
of expression.
The brain-in cases where the subject talks-is left free sufficiently
1

A.tmA, In its ~hlc\1! Buddhi. [&>.]
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to pennit it to obey the commands of the mesmerizer and compel the
organs of speech to respond. So much in general.
We have now come to another part of the nature of man which is
a land unknown to the Western world and its scientists. By mesmerism other organs are set to work disconnected from the body, but
which in normal state function with and through t1\e latter. These are
not admitted by the world, but they exist, and are as real as the body
is-in fact some who know say they are more real and less subject to
decay, for they remain almost unchanged from birth to death. These
organs have their own currents, circulation if you will, and methods of
receiving and storing impressions. They are those which in a second
of time seize and keep the faintest trace of any object or word coming
before the waking man. Tht:y not only keep them but very often give
them out, and when the person is mesmerized their exit is untrammelled
by the body.
They are divided into many classes and grades, and each one of
them has a whole series of ideas and facts peculiar to itself, as well as
centres in the ethereal body to which they relate. Instead now of
the brain's dealing with the sensations of the body, it dealo; 'with something quite different, and reports what these inner organs see in any
part of space to which they are directed. A nd in place of your having
waked up the Higher Self, you have merely uncovered one of the many
sets of impressions and experiences of which the inner man is composed,
and who is himself a long distance from the Higher Self. These varied
pictures, thus seized from every quarter, are normally overborne by
the great roar of the physical life, which is the sum total of possible
expression of a normal being on the physical plane whereon we move.
They show themselves usually only by glimpses when we have sudden
ideas or recollections, or in dreams when our sleeping may be crowded
with fancies for which we cannot find a basis in daily life. Yet the
basis exists, and is always some one or other of the million small impressions of the day passed unnoticed by the physical brain, but caught
unerringly by means of other sensoriums belonging to our astral double.
For this astral body, or double, permeates the physical one as colour
does the bowl of water. And although to the materialistic conceptions
of the present day such a misty shadow is not admitted to have parts,
powers, and organs, it nevertheless has all of these with a surprising
power and grasp. Although perhaps a mist, it can exert under proper
conditions a force equal to the viewless wind when it levels to earth the
proud constructions of puny man.
In the astral body, then, is the place to look for the explanation of
mesmerism and hypnotism. The Higher Self will explain the flights
we seldom make into the realm of spirit, and is the God-the Fatherwithin who guides His children up the long steep road to perfection.
Let not the idea of it be degraded by chaining it to the low floor of
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mesmeric phenomena, which any healthy man or woman can bring
about if they will only try. The grosser the operator the better, for
thus there is more of the mesmeric force, and if it be the Higher Self
that is affected, then the meaning of it would be that gross matter can
with ease affect and deflect the high spirit-and this is against the
testimony of the ages.
A Paramahansa of the Himalayas has put in print the following
words: "Theosophy is that branch of Masonry which shows the
Universe in the form of an egg." Putting on one side the germinal
spot in the egg, we have left five other main divisions: the fluid, the
yolk, the skin of the yolk, the inner skin of the shell, and the hard
shell. The shell and the inner skin may be taken as one. That leaves
us four, corresponding to the old divisions of fire, air, earth, and water.
Man, roughly speaking, is divid'ed in the same manner, and from these
main divisions spring all his manifold experiences on the outer and the
introspective planes. The human structure has its skin, its blood, its
earthy matter-called bones for the moment, its flesh, and lastly the
great germ which is insulated somewhere in the brain by means of a
) complete cnat of fatty matter.
The skin includes the mucous, all membranes ill the body, the
arterial coats, and so on. The flesh takes in the nerves, the animal
cells so-called, and the muscles. The bones stand alone. The blood
has its cells, the corpuscles, and the fluid they float in. The organs,
such as the liver, the spleen, the lungs, include skin, blood, and
mucous. Each of these divisions and all of their subdivisions have
their own peculiar impressions and recollections, and all, together with
the coordinator the brain, make up the man as he is on the visible
plane.
These all have to do with the phenomena of mesmerism, although
t'
there are those who may think it not possible that mucous membrane
,'uA'" or skin can give us any knowledge. But it is nevertheless the fact, for
the sensations of every part of the body affect each cognition, and when
the experiences of the skin cells, or any other, are most prominent
before the brain of the subject, all his reports to the operator will be
drawn from that, unknown to both, and put into language for the
brain's use so long as the next condition is not reached. This is the
Esoteric poctrine, and will at last be found true. For man is made up
of millions of lives, and from these, unable of themselves to act
rationally or independently, he gains ideas, and as the master of all
puts those ideas, together with others from higher planes, into thought,
word, and act. Hence at the very first step in mesmerism this factor
has to .be remembered, but nowadays people do not know it and cannot
recognize its presence, but are carried away by the strangeness of the
phenomena.
The very best of subjects are mixed in their reports, because the
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things they do see are varied and distorted by the several experiences
of the parts of their nature I have mentioned. all of which are constantly clamouring for a hearing. And every operator is sure to be
misled by them unless he is himself a trained seer.
The next step takes us into the region of the inner man. not the
spiritual being. but the astral one who is the model on which the outer
visible form is built. The inner person is the mediator between mind
and matter. He~t:ing the comman<!.s of mit!c!Jle ~ause~t.!!e physical
~~ to act and thus the whole bodr. All the senses have their seat
in this person. and everyone of them is a thousand-fold more extensive
in range than their outer representath,es. for those outer eyes and ears.
and sense of touch. taste, and smell. are only gross organs which the
inner ones use. but which of themselves can do nothing.
This can be seen when we cut off the nen'e connection. say from
the eye. for then the inner eye cannot connect with physical nature
and is unable to see an object placed before the retina. although feeling
or hearing may in their way apprehend the object if those are not also
cut off.
These inner senses can perceh'e under certain conditions to any
distance regardless of position or obstacle. But tbey cannot see everything, nor are they always able to properly understand the nature of
everything tbey do see. For sometimes that appears to them with
whicb they are not familiar. And further. they will often report
having seen what they are desired by tbe operator to see. wben in fact
they are giving unreliable information. For, as tbe astral senses of
any person are the direct inheritance of bis own prior incarnations.
and are not the product of family heredity. they cannot transcend their
own experience, and hence their cognitions are limited by it, no matter
how wonderful their action appears to him who is using only the
pbysical sense-organs. In the ordinary healthy person these astral
senses are inextricably linked with the body and limited by the
apparatus which it furnishes during tbe waking state. And only when
one falls asleep, or into a mesmerized state, or trance, or under the
most severe training, can they act in a somewhat independent manner.
This they do in sleep, when·they live another life than that compelled
by the force and the necessities of the waking organism. And when
there is a paralyzation of the body by the mesmeric fluid they can act,
because the impressions from the physical cells are inhibited.
The mesmeric fluid brings this paralyzing about by flowing from
the operator and creeping steadily over the whole body of the SUbject.
ckanging tke polarity oj the cells in t'1.'ery part and thus ~isconnecting
the outer from the inner man. As the whole system of physical nerves
is sympathetic in all its ramifications, when certain major sets of
nerves are affected others by sympathy follow into the same condition.
So it often happens with mesmerized subjects that the arms or legs are
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suddenly paralyzed without being directly operated on, or, as frequeutly,
the sensation due to the fluid is felt first in the fore-arm, although the
head was the only place touched.
There are many secrets about this part of the process, but they
will not be given out, as it is easy enough for all proper purposes to
mesmerize a subject by following what is already publicly known. By
means of certain nerve points located near the skin the whole system
of nerves may be altered in an instant, even by a slight breath from
the mouth at a distance of eight feet from the subject. But modem
books do not point this out.
When the paralyzing and change of polarity of the cells are complete the astral man is almost disconnected from the body. Has he
any structure? What mesmerizer knows? How many probably will
deny that he has any structure at all? Is he only a mist, an idea?
And yet, again, how many subjects are trained so as to be able to
analyze their own astral anatomy?
But the structure of the inner astral man is definite and coherent.
It cannot be fully dealt with in a magazine article, but may be roughly
set forth, leaving readers to fill in the details.
Just as the outer body has a spine which is the column whereon
the being sllstains itself with the brain at the top, so the astral body
bas its spine and brain. It is material, for it is made of matter, however finely divided, and is not of the nature of the spirit.
After the maturity of the child before birth this form is fixed,
coherent, and lasting, undergoing but small alteration from that day
until death. And so also as to its brain; that remains unchanged
until the body is given up, and does not, like the outer brain, give up
cells to be replaced by others from hour to hour. These inner parts
are thus more permanent than the outer correspondents to them. Our
material organs, bones, and tissues are undergoing change each instant.
They are suffering always what the ancients called "the constant momental}' dissolution of minor units of matter," and hence within each
month there is a perceptible change by way of diminution or accretion.
This is not the case with the inner form. It alters only from life to
life, being constructed at the time of re"incamation to last for a whole
period of existence. For it is the model fixed by the present evolutional}' proportions for the outer body. It is the collector, as it were,
of the visible atoms which make us as we outwardly appear. So at
birth it is potentially of a certain size, and when that limit is reached
it stops the further extension of the body, making possible what are
known to-day as average weights and average sizes. At the same time
the outer body is kept in shape by the inner one until the period of
decay. And this decay, followed by death, is not due to bodily disintegration per se, but to the fact that the term of the astral body is
reached, whep it is no longer able to hold the outer frame intact. Its
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power to resist the impact and war of the material molecules being
exhausted, the sleep of death supervenes.
Now, as in our physical fornl the brain and spine are the centres
for nerves, so in the other there are the nerves which ramify from the
inner brain and spine all over the structure. All of these are related
to every organ in the outer visible body. They are more in the nature
of currents than nerves, as we understand the word, and may be called
astro-nerves. They move in relation to such great centres in the body
outside, as the heart, the pit of the throat, umbilical centre, spleen, and
sacral plexus. And here, in passing, it may be asked of the \Vestern
mesmerizers what do they know of the use and power, if any, of the
umbilical centre? They will probably say it has no use in particular
after the accomplishment of birth. But the true science of mesmerism
says there is much yet to be learned even on that one point; and there
is no scarcity, in the pJ.:oper quarters, of records as to experiments on,
and use of, this centre.
The astro-spinal column has three great nen'es of the same sort of
matter. They may be called ways or channels, up and down which the
forces play, that enable man inside and outside to stand erect, to move.
to feel, and to act. In description they answer exactly to the magnetic
fluids. that is, they are respectively positive. negath'e, and neutral.
their regular balance being essential to sanity.
\Vltcn the astral
spine reaches the inner brain the nerves aIter and become more complex, having a final great outlet in the skull. Then, with these two
great parts of the inner person are the other manifold sets of nerves ot'
similar nature related to the various planes of sensation in the "isibl~
and invisible worlds. These all then constitute the personal actor
within, and in these is the place to seek for the solution of the
problems presented by mesmerism and hypnotism.
Disjoin this being from the outer body with which he is linked.
and the divorce deprives him of freedom temporarily, making him the
slave of the operator. But mesmerizers know very well that the subject can and does often escape from control, puzzling them often. and
often giving them fright. This is testified to by all the best writers in
the Western schools.
Now this inner man is not by any means omniscient. He has an
understanding that is limited by his own experience, as said before.
Therefore, error creeps in if we rely on what he says in the mesmeric
trance as to anything that requires philosophical knowledge, except
with rare cases that are so infrequent as not to need consideration tiow.
For neither the limit of the subject's power to know, nor the effect of
the operator on the inner sensoriums described above, is known to
operators in general, and especially not by those who do not accept the
ancient division of the inner nature of man. The effect of the operator
is almost always to colour the reports made by the subject.
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Take an instance: A. was a mesmerizer of C., a very sensitive
woman, who had never made philosophy a study. A. had his mind
made up to a certain course of procedure concerning other persons and
requiring argument. But before action he consulted the sensitive,
having in his possession a letter from X., who is a very definite thinker
and very positive; while A., on the other hand, was not definite in idea
although a good physical mesmerizer. The result was that the sensitive, after falling into the trance and being asked on the question
debated, gave the views of X., whom she had not known, and so
strongly that A. changed his plan although not his conviction, not
knowing that it was the influence of the ideas of X. then in his mind.
that had deflected the understanding of the sensitive. The thoughts
of X., being very sharply cut, were enough to entirely change anr
previous views the subject had. What reliance, then" can be placed on
untrained seers? And all the mesmeric subjects we have are wholly
untrained, in the sense that the word bears with the school of ancient
mesmerism of which I have been speaking.
The processes used in mesmeric experiment need not be gone into
here. There are many books declaring them, but after studying the
matter for the past twenty-two years, I do not find that they do other
than copy one another, and that the entire set of directions can, for all
practical purposes, be written on a single sheet of paper. But there
are many other methods of still greater efficiency anciently taught,
that may be left for another occasion.
WILLIAM Q. JUDGE, F.T.S.
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ASSING next to the cognate schools of so-called Gnosticism, of
those who "tried to know," let us take a thought or two that
comes from the minds of the great Masters of the Gnosis.
Epiphanius professes to describe the ceremony whereby the Herac1eonitre prepared a dying brother for the next world. The words of
power wherewith the soul might break the seals and burst open the
gates of the Nether World in its passage to rest, are given as follows:
• I, the Son from the Father, the Father Preexisting, but the Son in the present
time, am come to behold all things both of others and of my own, and things not
altogether of others, but belonging unto Achamoth [one of the aspects of Akilsha,
the World-Soul], who is feminine, and hath created them for herself. But I derive
my own origin from the Preexisting One, and I am going back unto my own from
which I have come.!
1 Ad.,. HIZT., "xxvi. 3.

Cf, also lrerur:us, Adv. HIZT., I. xxi. 5·
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There were many of such mystic formul~ containing occult truths
which students of Theosophy will instantly recognize, such as, for
instance, the garnering of the harvest of life-experiences by the
Higher Ego, quoted by Epiphanius from the lost Gospel of Philip,
which tells us:
I have known myself, I have collected myself from all parts, neither have I
begotten sons unto the Ruler of this \Vorld, but I have plucked up the roots, and
gathered together the scattered members. I know thee who thou art. for I am one
from above. l

But let us take a passing glance at the chief of these great
.. Heresies."
In the system of Simon, the Soul of the World was called Fire
(Pur), as we learn from his Great Revclatio1l. 1
Menander, his disciple, called it the (Divine) Thought, Ennoia,'
and Satornilus, the disciple of Menander, named it the Unknown
Father (Pater Agnostos).4
As we pass down the corridors of history we find the disciple of the
latter, Basilides, one of the most famous Masters of the Gnosis, renaming this Un-nameable of many names, and calling it by the
mysterious appellation Abraxas, in the transliteration of the mysterytongue. This was the Unborn Father, Pater Illnatus: .. He who is
not."
This he did for the comprehension of the Many, for the Few he
had a further teaching:
It was when naught was; nor was that naught aught of that which is, but (to
speak) nakedly, and so as to avoid suspicion, and without any contrivance, It was
in fine not even One. 6

It was in one of Its aspects, the One (I), which is Naught (0), the
Perfect Number IO in the divine manifestation of the .. Primary Creation" of the Gods. But even such a metaphysical definition as the
above was a materialization to the subtle intellect and spiritual intuition of Basilides, for he says:
That is not absolutely unspeakable which is so called; inasmuch as we call it
"Unspeakable," but THAT is not even "The Vnspeakable." So that That which is
not e\'en "The Unspeakable" cannot be named "The Unspeakable," for It is
beyond all name that can be named. 7
.

Carpocrates, who follows next in date, like Satomilus, speaks of
the Unknown Father, the Ungenerable, Pater Ingeuitus, according to
the text of Iren~us.8
1 King's Gnostics and lIuir Re",ams, p. 333.
PIIilosopll""una, VI. I.
S lrenreu8, Adv. HIZ1'., 1. xxiii.
4 PIIilos., VII. 2.
6 Irenreus, Adv. HIZ1'., I. xxiv; the ~V TO

2

dy€Vlf'l7TOV, according to Epiphanius

XXIV. i.).
8

7
8

PIIilos., VII. I.
Ibid.
PIIilos., VIII. 4.
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(Ad~·. Hl%r.,

THE WORLD-SOUL.
Finally, the God of the Valentinian Gnasis was called Bythos, the
Depth, from Which came all the ..£ons. This was not called the Father
until the primal Syzygy or Double. Sige (Silence), emanated in the AllUnity. This was the Noon of the Egyptians. "Thou art the Firstborn of the God; Thou. from Whom I came forth." "Thou art the
One creating Himself," we read in the Book of the Dead.
Among prayers to the Supreme Principle are to be remarked the
mystic invocations in the Coptic MSS., brought back from Abyssinia,
and preserved in the Bodleian Library, Oxford. and in the British
Museum. These are treatises on the Egyptian Gnasis, and one of them
is already in part familiar to the readers of Lucifer in the translation
of Pis/is-Sophia. In the concluding section, the Saviour, the First Mystery, thus addresses the hidden "Father" in the mystic celebration of
the initiatory rite of which a superstition remains in the "Sacrament"
of the churches. The "prayer" is in the mystery language, untranslateable by the profane, and runs as follows:
Hear me, Father, Father of all Fatherhood, Boundless Light! aec;ollo, iao, a6;,
OUZ, psi,,6,her, 'Iz",,6ps, "opsillu:r, zag-ourl, pag-oure, nellzmomao'Iz, flepsiomaolh,
maraclzaclz'Iza, IIz6/Jarrlzabau, '"arnacMc"an, zo1'O/(o,IIoro. leou. Sabao,".!

The Theosophical student will at once perceive the method of
permutation of the first mystery names, and will remember the seven,
five, and three vowelled names used in the Secret Doc/rille. Though
the full interpretation, however, will probably remain unknown for
many a long year to come, from the work itself we learn:
This is the Name of the Immortal AAA nnn,s and this is the Name of the
Voice which is the Cause of the Motion of the Perfect Man

m.B

And again immediately following the invocation we read:
This is the interpretation thereof: iola. the Universe has come forth; alplla,
they shall return within; 66, there shall be an End of Ends.·

No Kabalistic method I have yet applied for obtaining a numerical
solution has produced any satisfactory result, except that the sum of
the digits of the seven vowelled name is seven, and the sum of the
whole invocation is likewise seven. The work has all to be done, and
though no Theosophist has yet publicly solved the method of this
deeply-concealed mysticism, we should bear in mind that no scholar
has even attempted a solution other than the wildest speCUlation bred
of a diseased philology.
Let us next take the purely Gnostic teaching of Paul in his first
Letter /0 the Colossians.
! aE17&OVCII, U1CJ), 1IfIIL, CJH.a, t/ltvwfhp, 8EPvwt/l, vwt/lt8cp, CayovP"/, 7rayovp"l, n8f&Op.0.w8,
"ct/lwp.0.w8, p.apa.xax8a, 8w{3appa{3av, 8apvaxaXltv, CopoK08opa, hov, la{3cw8.

I "Thr Fathrr of thr P1rroma." Cf. Notice s .. " Ie Ibpy" ..s Gnostiq'le B" ..ee, M. It.
p. 113·
a Schwarte'. Pistis-Sop!tia, pal. 125.
4 I"id., pall. 357, 358.

Am~linran.
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Giving thanks to the Father who fits us for a share in the Inheritance of the
Holy in the Light; who preserved us from the Power of the Darkness, and translated us into the Kingdom of the Son of his Love, in Whom we have our Redemption,l the Remission of Sins, Who is the Image of God, the ID\;sible, the Firstborn of every Foundation. For in Him are founded all things, in the Hea,-ens and
on Earth, visible and invisible, whether Thrones or Dominions, Rulershipst or
Powers. All t,bings were founded through Him and for Him. And He is befOre
all, and in Him all things unite (lit., stand together). And He is the Head of the
Body of the Assembly"; Who is the Bebrinning'; the First-born from the Dead.'
that He might be in all things Himself supreme. For it seemed good that all the
Fulness G should dwell in Him.7

The spirit and temlinology of the whole passage is entirely Gnostic,
and can only be understood by a student of Gnosticism. The identity
of every Soul with the Over-Soul has been, is, and will be a fundamental doctrine of the Gnosis. The glorified Initiate, the Christ, is
the man, who, perfected by the sufferings and consequent experience of
many births, finally becomes at one with the Father, the World-Soul,
from which he came forth, and at last arises from the Dead; he, indeed,
is the first-born, the perfected, self-conscious Mind, or Man, containing
in himself the whole Divine creation or Pleroma, for he is one with
the Hierarchies of Spiritual Beings who gave him birth, and instead
of being the Microcosm, as when among the Dead, has become the
Macrocosm or the World-Soul itself. Through the power of this spiritual union do we win our Redemption from the bonds of matter, and
thus attain the Remission of Sins, which, according to the wise Gnostics, was in the hand of the last and supreme Mystery alone, our own
Higher Self, that which is at the same time our Judge and Sa\;our,
sending forth the Sons of its Love, all Rays of the great Ocean of Compassion, into the Darkness of Matter, that Matter may become selfconscious and so perfected. In plainer words, these Rays are each the
Higher Ego in every child of the Man (Anthropos), proceeding from
their Divine Source, Buddhi, itself that Ocean of Love and Compassion which is the Veil of the Innominable and Incognizable Atma.
It must not, however, be supposed that such ideas were foreign to
the greater minds of Greece and Rome. As has already been said, all
that can be attempted in these pape~ is to select a few passages here
and there. Pythagoras and Plato, and the Neo-Platonic and NeoPythagorean writers can supply us with innumerable quotations, but
as already much has been given from their works in our Theosophical
writings, it will be sufficient to acknowledge the deep debt of gratitude
I The Authorized Version adds" through his blood," but this is not In the original.
S A "chai, .. Beginnings," a Hierarchy of -Eons. the same tenn as is used in the opening words of
the Go.~l Qct:01'ding to Joh", "In the Beginning waS the Word."
8 Ecclesia, one of the .Eons.
, A "ch~, the Prilll/eVal .Eon.
a The uninitiated.
8 l'fn-6",a, the totality of the A!;ons, the synthesis of their Hirrarchies. Cf, Epiphanius, Ad.._
H_. I. iii. 4, who shows the Valentlnians quoting this text.
7 Colossia",!. ,.-19.
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humanity owes these great thinkers, and to show that there are other
less known philosophers in this cOllnection who can yield us evidence.
For instance, Xenophanes, the principal leader of the Eleatic sect,l
described God as a Great Being, incomprehensible,
Incorporeal in substance, and figure globular; and in no respect similar to
man. That He is all sight and hearing, but does not breathe. That He is all .
things; the Mind and \Visdom; not generate but eternal, impassible -and immu·
table."

Lucian also makes Cato say:
God makes Himself known to all the world; He fills up the whole circle of the
Universe, but makes His particular abode in the centre, which is the Soul of the
Just.'

Nor were these philosophical concepts evolved by .. civilization,"
for we find the same ideas again and again reiterated in the .. Orphic
Fragments," which must be given an antiquity at least contemporaneous with the Trojan \Var period. Let me here attempt a translation
of one of these hymns.
Zeus is the first. Zeus that rules the thunder is the last. Zeus is the beginning
(lit., head). Zeus the middle. From Zeus were all things made. Zeus is male.
Zeus, the imperishable, is a maid. Zeus is the foundation of the Earth and starry
Heaven. Zeus is the Breath (Air) of all. Zeus the whirl of unwearied Fire. Zeus
is the root of the Sea (Water). Zeus is Sun and :'.Ioon. Zeus is King. Zeus Him·
self the Supreme Parent of all. There is but One Power, One Daimon, One Great
Chief of All. One royal frame ill which all things circle. Fire, and Water, and
Earth, and JEther, Night and Day, and Metis (Wisdom) the first Parent, and all·
pleasing Eros (Love). For all these are in the great body of Zeus. \Vould'st thou
see his head and'fair f~ces? The radiant heaven, round which his golden locks of
gleaming stars wave in the space above in all their beauty. On either side two
golden taurine horns, the rising and the setting of the Gods, the paths of the
celestials. His eyes the Sun and the opposing Moon; His Mind that never lies the
imperishable kingly .tEther}

Let us now turn to t~e lore of our Scandinavian forefathers, to the
prose Edda, which simply repeats a still more hoary tradition lost in
the night of time. Thus it speaks of the World-Soul, of the Supreme
Deity and the Primordial State of the Universe:
Gangler thus began his discourse: "Who is the first or eldest of the Gods?"
.. In our language," replied Har, "He is called Alfadir (All. Father, or the
Father of All); but in the old Asgard He had twelve names."
"Where is this God?" said Gangler; "what is His power? and what hath He
done to display His glory?"
"He liveth," replied Har, "from all ages, He governeth all realms, and swayeth
all things great and small."
1 aip(O'L~-Iit., a school, a heresy; '_g_, aip(ITI~ 'EU17J'IKT], a study of Greek literature (Polyb.
xl. 6, J).
~ Oliver, Tlu Pyillagor,an Tria"g/~, 49.
8 IbId., 5"
• From the t"xt of Cory, as found in Eusebiuy, htZp. Eva ... , III, Proclus, Tim., and Aristotle,
IkMund.
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"He hath fonned," added Jafnhar, "heaven and earth, and the air, and all
things thereto belonging:'
"And what is more," continued Thridi, "He hath made man, and given him a
soul which shall live and never perish, though the body shall have mouldered away
or have been burned to ashes."

.. But with what did He begin, or what was the beginning of things?" de·
manded Gangler.
"Hear," replied Har, "what is said in the Voluspli:1
.. "Twas time's first dawn,
\\'hen naught yet was,
N or sand nor sea,
Nor cooling wave;
Earth was not there,
Nor heaven above.
:Saught save a void
And yawning gulf."·g

And now we have almost done with our serried ranks of witnesses;
multitudes have not been.called into court, but are waiting if need be
to convince the present degenerate age that man is of a divine nature
and not a congeries of molecules. Let us, therefore, conclude our case
by citing from mystical Mohammedan Sufiism, which will tell us why
Allah is supreme in the hearts of so many millions of our fellow-men.
The passionate longing for union with the World-Soul, with the
Source of our Being, is magnificently portrayed by the mystical Persian
poet~. Thus Jami, in his Y';sl~f'; Zlt1c.l'kka, sings:
Dismiss every vain fancy, and abandon every doubt;
Blend into One every spirit, and fornI, and place;
See One-know One-speak of OneDesire One-chant of One-and seek One.·

And again:
In solitude where Being signless dwelt
And all the universe still dormant lay,
Concealed in selflessness, One Being was,
Exempt from "I" or "Tholl"-ness, and apart
From all duality; Beauty Supreme,
Unmanifest, except unto Itself
By Its own light, yet fraught with power to chann
The souls of all; concealed in the t.-'nseen,
An Essence pure, unstained by aught of ill.·

Perhaps some may be surprised that I have omitted from the
numerous citations already adduced any reference to Buddhism. I
have done so, not because the idea of the World-Soul is absent from
1 The VOIu or Volo-spa, meaning "The Song of the Prophetess," is a kind of sibylline song containing the whole system of SCandinavian mythology.
9 From I. A. Blackwell'. translation, appended to Bishop ~rcy's translation of M. Mallet'.
Nortlur.. A ..tiq.u"tou, Bohn's Edition, pp. 400, 40'.
s Religiou. Sy.t~".. of tlte World, Art., "Sikhism," p. 306 .
• Ibid., p. 3.8.
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that system, but because, for the most part, it is difficult to find therein
anything in the nature of prayers or ado'ration to a Supreme Principle.
The protest of Gautama against the externalization of the Divine was
so strong, that his followers, as it seems to me, have in course of time
leaned to extremes, and preferred to express their aspirations rather in
terms of denial of material qualities than in positive terms of definition
of spiritual attributes. But what after all is Nirvana but a synonym of
the World-Soul? And this is well shown by the more transcendent
term Paranjrvana, which provides for infinite extension of the concept.
'The word llir-vana means literally .. blown out," .. extinguished,"
as of a fire; but it also means "tamed," as, for instance, a-1zin!alla, used
of an elephant, not tamed, or one just caught or wild. There is no
doubt whatever that the term describes a state ill which the lower
nature is entirely tamed, though it is to be regretted that a more
positive teaching does not obtain in the so-called Southern Church of
Buddhism. Its greatest metaphysicians, however, declare that the
state of Nirvana is of such a nature that no words can even hint at its
reality, much less describe it, and that it is not wise to inculcate
material ideas, however lofty, in the minds of the people. Therefore
it is that in exoteric Buddhism we are met with such apparently selfcontradictory statements as:
They who, by steadfast mind, have become .exempt from evil desire, and welltrained in the teachings of Gautama; they, having obtained the fruit of the fourth
Path, and immersed themselves in that ambrosia, have received without price, and
are in the enjoyment of :-:in'ana. Their old Karma is exhausted, no new Karma is
being produced: their hearts are free from the longing after future life; the cause
of their existence being destroyed, and no new yearnings springing up within them,
they, the wise, are extinguished like this lamp.l

One naturally asks: If they are extinguished, how can they enjoy
Nirvana? But such contradictions are the lot of all exoteric presentations of religion, and in fact, it seems to be in the nature of things that
Truth can only be stated in a paradox. Nothing but a study of Esotericism will reconcile the exoteric systems with each other and with
themselves; nor will anything else persuade an orthodox Buddhist
that there is salvation without the "teachings of Gautama," or a Brahman without the Vedas, or a Christian without the Biblt'. How different
is the spirit that animates some among the Lamas, who consider it a
sin, not only to say, but even to think that their religion is superior to
that-of any other man!
Let me then venture on a positive exposition among all this overcautious negation, and suggest that the Nirvanic state is the plane of
consciousness of the World-Soul. Of course this is not orthodox
Buddhism, either of the Northern or Southern Church, as known to us,
but it enables us to reconcile Buddhism with the other world-systems,
1 Ratana Sulta, 7, 14.
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and also to see how the Esoteric teaching is the connecting link
between all of them, and how it completes their insufficient statements.
The" great heresy" of the Pilgrim Soul is the feeling of "separateness." With men, the senses, and especially the brain-mind, is that
which keeps us from the rest, for they produce the illusion of an
exttnlal universe, whereas it is the heart that binds us to our fellows,
and which alone can make us one with all men and with all nature.
And though I do not wish to fall into the error of transferring our present conditions to that of the World-Soul, and thus becoming guilty of
materializing and anthropomorphizing that which transcends our present consciousness, still I think that the suggestion of an analogy may
not be harmful. As in man"the head externalizes and separates, and
the heart binds and looks within, so, I would imagine. there is an
external state of consciousness of the "'otid-Soul and also an internal
consciousness. Thus we find a "head-doctrine"'and a "heart-doctrine"
in every religion, and a goal that can be reached by pursuing either.
Niryana can be reached by two Paths. By one an external state of
consciousness can be arrived at, .by the other a union with "all that
lives and breathes." Of course, the external state mentioned is one
internal and SUbjective to our present senses, but it differs from that
full reality of the heart that beats in compassion with all hearts, just as
the gratification of the senses and intellect differs from the calm of a
noble soul conscious of striving for truth and purity ill the midst of the
most unfavourable surroundings.
Nor is the intili/ioll of the heart doctrine absent from any of the
best religionists of to-day. The most ad\'anced thinkers of Christendom
utterly reject the idea of an eternal joy in Heaven, spent ill vain adoration and inactive bliss. With true intuition they conceive that the joy
of Heaven wopld be incomplete so long as others suffer. The grim
Calvinism of a Tertultian who counted it one of the joys of his Heaven
to look down upon the tortures of the damned in Hell finds approbation only among the ignorant. The larger minds of the Church \\;11
have none of it. just as the true Buddhist counts the Pratyeka Buddha,
he who obtains the Nirvana of the "eye," a symbol of spiritual selfishRe&s. For like as the spooks in a slallec-room rejoice to masquerade as
great characters, and call themselves Homer, and Dante. and Jesus. so
do countless religionists love to call themselves Christians and Buddhists, whereas they have as little claim to the title as the irresponsible
spooks.
.
To me, then, the attainment of Nirvana. or the" Peace of God," or
Moksha (Liberation), or whatever name you choose to call it by, is the
attainment of the degree of consciousness of the World-Soul. For
although I have referred it to Heaven as an illustration. I would rather
connote this with Svarga or Devachan, or whatever name is given to
the state of bliss between two earth-lives. But this is not 6ecomitlg the
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World-Soul, or a \Vorld-Soul, any more than the possession of a human
body constitutes an entity a mall. To become the \Vorld-Soul, the
Xin·ana of the "eye" must be renounced, just as the world of external
sensation must be renounced to become one with the Higher Ego, who
cO:l1ll1ands: .. Leave all that thou hast, and follow :7fc," in that "ye
brought nothing into the world, neither shall ye take anything out."
Nirvana must be renounced; for until every Soul of man has
attained Nir\'Una, the \Vorld-Soul has no rest, and he who would be
one with it must take up the burden of a like responsibility; and just
as the Adept purifies the atoms of his body from the taint of passion
in order to reach the knowledge of the Self, so must the Nirmanakaya
aid in purifying the Souls, whose purifiQation will enable that \\'orldSoul to ascend to a more glorious state of activity. And though we
make these distinctions in order to give soine faint idea of the mystery,
still all is the Self saerificing Itself to Itself, and selfishness and selfles~ness are words that lose their meanings in an intuition that escapes
all words.
But to return to exoteric Buddhism. Though there is little evidence of any cult of a Supreme Principle, in the ordinary sense of the
word, in the Southern Church, in the Northern Church it is different.
The cult of one or other of the Bodhisattvas is extensh·ely practi~d,
if we are to depend upon the authorities; and we find prayers addressed
to Manjushri, the personification of \VisdolTl, and to Avalokitesh\·ara,
the "merciful protector and preserver of the world and of men," who
are invoked and prayed to, as, for example, by Fa Hian,I j.ust as Shiva
or Indra is worshipped by orthodox Hindlls.
How the Esoteric interpretation throws light on the misunderstandings of the exoteric rituals, students of the Esoteric Philosophy
know from the works of H. P. Blavatsky; and the World-Soul, AdiBuddha, which emanates the five (according to the Esoteric Philosophy,
seven) Dhyani Buddhas, shows the identity of conception with the
other great religions.
Perhaps it may also have caused surprise that the Upa11ishads ha\·e
not been cited; but that has not been for lack of passages, for the
whole object of these mystical scriptures is to inculcate the identity
of man with the ALL.
This is the key-note of the Aryan religion, and every Upanishad
persistently reiterates it. As H. P. B., but for whose teaching these
articles would not have been written, says in that inexhaustible storehouse of instruction and information, the Sccret Doctrine:
Not till the Unit is merged in the ALL, whether on this or any other plane, and
Subject and Object alike vanish in the absolute negation of the Nirvdnic State
(negation, only from ou,· plane), not until then is scaled that peak of Omniscience
-the Knowledge of things-in-themselves; and the solution of the yet more awful
1 O ..ddltis"" by T. W. Rhys Davids, p. 2°3.
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riddle approache:i, before which even the highest Dhyan Chohan must bow in
silence and ignorance-the unspeakable mystery of THAT whIch is called by the
Ve:iantins, Parabrahman. 1

Of course this may be denied by the Theist, but remember that
definition, even of the most metaphysical character, will land the definer
in the most preposterous contradictions. The reader may also object;
what does Madame Blavatsky know of the highest Dhyan Chohan
(Spiritual Existence)? To which, if I may venture to say so, her
reply would be, as it has been to many another question: "Thus have
I heard." In other words, the teaching is that of those whom H. P. B.
knew had k1zowlaige. But that is not all; for the teaching contained
in the Secret Doe/rille was never meant to rest on mere assertion, and
the statement above quoted finds its support in all the great worldreligions, as may be amply seen even from the few quotations adduced
in this article.
I have also, it will be remarked. avoided any selections from the
heterogeneous Scriptures which are now called the Old Testament, preferring to give citations from the Kabalalt. Perhaps also some readers
may be surprised that I have also refrained from gh'ing the prayer of
Christendom from ,the Nt'll' Testammt, commonly known as the" Lord's
Prayer." But my reason for this is that it was not a Christian prayer
originally, but a Jewish one, and that even James, the .. brother of the
Lord," gives a teaching directly opposed to one of its principal clauses.
This prayer is found almost 'i.'("rbafim in the Jewish Kadish, and runs as
follows:
Our Father, which art in heaven. be gracious to us, 0 Lord our God; hallowed
be Thy name; and let the remembrance of Thee be glorified in heaven abo\'e, and
upon earth here below. Let Thy kingdom reign O\'er us, now and for ever. Thy
holy men of old said: .. Remit and forgive unto all men whatsoever they have done
against me." And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the e\il thing.
For Thine is the kingdom, and Thou shalt reign in glory, for ever and for ever
more.'

Moreover, if James is any authority, we find ourselves placed on
the horns of a theological dilemma, for he says:
Let no one, when he is tempted, say "I am tempted of the Deity": for the
Deity cannot be tempted of e\ils, neither tempteth he any man. a

A teaching more in harmony with the direction to "enter into tlly
closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to tll~v Fallzer in secret."·
This does not mean that being in a physical closet, the prayer is thus
"in secret." But that this prayer, or contemplation, is to be made to,
I 1.330.

, Gerald Massey. Tht Natural Gmtsis. II. 469. Vmsion from A Critical E.~a",;"atio.. oftlu Gos~
Histot")'. p. '0<). Cf, Basnage. Hist. tUsJllifs, p. 374.
a Ja""s i. '3. The words used for tempted. etc., are all from the verb 1rf~Op.o.t., and are
identical with the word used in the prayer as found in the texts of Matthnv (,-t. '3) and LMlI~ (xi. 4),
viz., 1rELptUTP.6<;.
• Mattluw vi. 6, Tq; 1ra.Tpl O'OV Tq; lv Tq; ICpV1rTq;.

Digitized by

GoogIe

THE WORLD-SOUL.

21 5

or on, the" Father in Secret," within the" Chamber of the Heart," as
the Greek text proves beyond any question.
And now, in closing. let me again say that I think that both the
belie\·ers in a Personal God and those who refuse to give any attribute
to Deity may find some common ground of agreement in the concept
of the \Vorld-Soul. Of course, it is only to the broad-minded that any
appeal is made; those incrusted in the impermeable hide of an orthodox and m:lterialistic bigotry must be left to learn the lesson of experience by some more drastic methods.
In our days unorthodoxy is no longer a term of reproach; it has
now securely saddled reproach on the back of orthodoxy. And for
this desirable state of affairs we owe many thanks to fearless free
thought, to the unwinking scrutiny of scientific observation. and the
logic of scientific methods. But the pendulum begins to swing to the
extreme. and it is time to protest against freedom developing into
licence. and the newly-fashioned idols of orthodox science being substituted for the crumbling idols of orthodox religion. Religious
thinkers are beginning to broaden in every direction. and though
Churchmen still hold persistently to the term "Personal" God, which
owes its genesis to an ignorant blunder, they will. under pressure, so
sublimate the concept that it is easy to perceive that the words have no
longer for them their just meaning. and that for some reason best
known to themselves, or for some undefined fear, or conservath'e policy,
they prefer to call white black. The Theist contends that men must
have something to lean on, and that to take away the personality of
Deity would be to destroy the hope of the Christian world. But why
so? Is there not a Christ in every man to lean upon? Nay, is not the
Christ the very ~fa" himself, if he would but know Himself? What
more is requisite?
But the orthodox world has so long been reciting invocations to
Jehovah that they have forgotten the teachings of their Founder who
spoke of the" Father in Secret" -no new teaching, as the above quotations amply prove, but a repetition of the old. old mystery. And yet
the more advanced Christians are almost invariably ashamed of
Jehovah and do not care to have his exploits referred to. They try to
explain it by airily referring to a partial revelation to the Jews. preluding a full revelation to themselves. If you refer to the injustice of
leaving other world-religions out in the cold. they generally maintain
a freezing silence and regard you henceforward as a dangerous disturber of the public morals. Or they will talk of monotheism and
polytheism, and beg the question by assuming that Judaism, in its
present dead-letter orthodox garb, is monotheism, whereas in reality it
should rather be called monolatry.
No doubt some who read this and call themselves Christians, will
see here an additional reason for condemning Theosophical writers as
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anti-Christian, and in disgust will inform their friends that Theosophy is an enemy of Christ and a child of that interesting creation
of the human brain which is called the Devil. And perhaps they
are partially right from their own point of view, for it certainly is
destructh'e of tkeir dogmas and superstitions; but whether such
dogmas and superstitions were taught by the Christ is another question.
The Theosophist thinks that no Christ ever promulgated such unChristlike dogmas, and so claims that he is not anti-Christian. Let
the future judge between us!
But equally so is Theosophy destructive of dogmas and superstitions in Brahmanism, or Buddhism, or Taoism, or Mohammedanism,
and so to the bigoted extemalist of each of these religions it must be
anti-Brahmanical, anti-Buddhistic. and so on. \Vhereas the Theosophist claims that he is not really an enemy of any religion, but, on
the contrary, as true a believer as any of such religionists.
In such a pitiable state of affairs, our task should be to bring once
more to the sight of men the old ideals of Humanity, trusting that the
memory of the past may come back once more, and that all men, without distinction of race, caste, creed or sex, may recognize a common
possession in them. And may they weld us together in those bonds of
hamlony and brotherhood which ha\·e only been loosed by licence, and
which freedom will once more place on our willing hands!
G. R. S. MEAD, F.T.S.

llasubrbam,lnmtil; Dr, the 9lebitntwn of ilasubeba.
Translated by T1co Members of tke Kumbako7lam T.S.
(C0711i1Iued from p. II;.)
VARUNAKA

I

v.

N the preceding chapter it was stated that the miseries of Atma are
merely the results of its association with body and that the body
arose through Karmas. Please explain what Karma is. How many
kinds of Karma are there? (This question is put by the disciple to the
Guru.)
Kamla is of three sorts, the virtuous, the sinful and the mixed.
The (subtle) bodies of Devas (Celestials) and others are due to virtuous
Karmas; the bodies of beasts, etc., are due to sinful Karmas, while the
bodies of men, etc., are due to mixed Karmas (viz., virtuous and sinful).
The above-mentioned three Karmas have each the three subdivisions
of the transcendent, the middling and the lowest. Thus through these
manifold varieties of Karmas have arisen multiform differences of births.
Thus the bodies of Hiranyagarbha (Brahma in the subtle body) and
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others are the products of transcendently good Karmas, those of Indra,
etc., are of middling good Karmas, and those ofI Yakshas, Rakshasas,
Pishachas, etc. (all evil spirits), of the lowest good Karmas. All
objects which cause injury to others, such as thorny or poisonous
trees, etc., and tigers, scorpions. owls, etc., are the results of transcendently sinful Karmas. The trees and plants that are serviceable to
humanity, for the flowers, leaves and fruits they yield-such as jacktrees, mango-trees, cocoa-trees, etc., as also domestic country pigs,
buffaloes, asses, camels, etc., are the results of middling sinful Karmas.
(The tree) ficus religiosa, holy basil, etc., as also cows, horses, etc., are
the results of ordinary sinful Karmas. In this world the bodies of men,
which are the mediums of emancipation embodied or disembodied to
Jivas (Egos) through the following (six stages) in their gradual order,
(viz.), the performance of Karmas without being actuated by the fruits
thereof, the four means of emancipation, the acquisition of a good
spiritual preceptor, the hearing of religious discourses, reflection
thereon and the spiritual wisdom of Atma, are the products of transcendent mixed Karmas. The bodies of men, which are conducive to
the performance of Karmas pertaining to the different orders of life
actuated by the fruits of such Karmas, are the results of middling
mixed Karmas. The bodies of ChandiHa,2 Pulkasa, Kirata, Yavana and
others are the results of the lowest mixed Karnlas. Therefore it is the
firmly settled doctrine of Vedanta that a true discriminator (of Atma\
should endeavour to attain emancipation alone, through proper enquiry
into the comparative merits of the results of Karma, and through the
performance of the functions of the order of life and caste to which
he belongs, ascribing all acts of his to ishvara without desiring the
fruits thereof, iu order that he may secure for himself in the human
birth the result (viz., body) of a transcendently mixed Karma.
Then by what are these Karmas performed? It should be known
that they are performed by the three organs (viz., mind, speech, and
body). We see clearly from the experience of. men in this world, from
such sentences as, "I do, I am the actor," that Atma (the Ego), which
identifies itself with the body is denoted by the term" 1." Therefore
agency should be attributed to Atma (the Ego); while so, how is it that
agency is attributed to the three organs? Atma is (according to the
Shrutis) changeless, action less and differenceless in itself Therefore
agency cannot be attributed to Atma. But then Atma appears to be
the agent and no other agent than Atma is found. It should be known
that the agency which is found in Atma arises only through illusion
but is not natural to it. But if it is natural to it, all efforts made by
men-(who do so, believing in the words of the sacred books which
1 These and other statements of this author as regards birth • .-tc., may not be acquiesced in by
some.
S ChandAla-low caste men arising from a Brahman mother and Shlldra father. Pulkasa is also a
low caste man. Kirata-a low cast., mountainCtt. Yavana is a foreigner, SlIch as Europeans, .,tc.
4
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say): "The false notion of agency in me (Atma) should be expunged
through Vedantic study. If not freed from it the trammels of the cycle
of birth and death will never cease"-(all such efforts) will prove
abortive. Granted that agency is natural to Atma, why does not that
(agency) perish through 'one's ardent efforts? As that which is natural
implies one's own reality, no one will endea,·our to annihilate his own
reality. And where there is annihilation who will attain the desired
end of human life? But if we deny embodied emancipation devoid of
all agency then all the established practices of Vedanta, such as master
and disciple, etc., will have to be knocked down. Moreover, there wiIl
arise a conflict with the Shrutis which say that .. It (Atma) is partless,
actionless, quiescent, faultless, stainless, witness, knower, absolute and
gunaless." . In Sushupti (dreamless sleeping state) though Atma exists
there. is no agency found in it. If agency were natural to Atma it
should be found also in Sushupti, like the heat in fire. But such is not
the case. Therefore agency is not natural to Atma. There is another
view which can be taken with reference to this, and that is this: car·
penters and other artisans are the agents (of the works turned out by
them); yet in the absence of their implements they do not appear as
such. So in Sushupti Atma may be really an agent and yet may not
manifest itself as an agent on account of the absence of the organs
(viz., the implements). But it is not so, for in the state of habitual
silence (observed by Yogis),! Atma does not manifest itself as an agent
even though it is associated with the internal organs. Therefore
agency is not natural to Atma.
Then what? It is only Adhyasika (superimposition, or illL1SQry
attribution). What is Adhyasika? It is the attribution of the pre>perties of one to another. To a person moving in a boat in the river, the
trees on its bank appear to move, then the mobility of the boat is
ascribed to the trees and the immobility of the trees is ascribed to the
boat; so all the actions of the three organs are attributed to Atma, and
the non-action of Atma is attributed to the three organs. This is only
due to Aji'lana (non-wisdom or ignorance). Therefore it should be
known that the attribute of agency to Atma is merely the result of
delusion.
(Then comes the question) how do you postulate agency to the
three organs, while the three organs themselves are only inert? If
the three organs are themselves agents, then will they not require other
organs to make them act? Just as the non-sentient Vayu (air) and
water act as agents without the aid of any others in rooting up trees
and carrying them to a distance, so these organs may act as agents
without the aid of other organs.
Now to the Karmas (actions) performed by these three organs
(viz., mind, dk and body). Thought tending to the good of a~
1 We have in.tances of such Yoci- in this vet')' town of Kumbakonam, Madraa Pn:sideuQ'
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thought tending to no good or evil, or neutral thought of the higher
world, and thought of indifference to sensual objects, devotion and
spiritual wisdom-all these thoughts of the mind are Karmas of the
virtuous class. Thought of attachment towards material objects,
thought of injury to others, the ascription bf fallibility to the Vedas,
and the denial of the existence of virtue or non-virtue-all these
thoughts of th~ mind are Karmas of the sinful class. Thoughts
tending to the good (of all), thoughts neutral, and tboughts of virtuous actions practised by a man along with the thoughts of sensual
objects, etc., constitute Karmas of a mixed character. The daily
recitation of the Vedas,. the study of holy books, the. recitation of
(Bhaga7Jad) Gila and Sahasranaman (the book of the thousand names
of Vishnu), the uttering of mantras such as Panchakshara (the five
lettered "Om Sidaya Namah") and others, the singing aloud of the
names (and stories) of the Lord, words of counsel and assistance to
others, words of truth, mild words and being willing to speak first (or
polite words)-all these actions of speech pertain to Karmas of the
virtuous class. Scoffing at Vedas and Devatas (Deities), untrue words,
tale-bearing, harsh words and light words-all these actions of speech
pertain to Karmas of the sinful class. The virtuous words used during
the recitation of the Vedas and the worship of the Deities, etc., of the
first class along with defamatory, untrue, light and vulgar words of the
second class, pertain to Karmas of the mixed class of speech. Bathing
in sacred places, prostrations to Guru and Gods, worship of Devas
(celestial beings), circumambulation (of sacred places), the visiting of
the virtuous, gifts, going about for the benefit of the world, and such
like acts, pertain to the body and are of the virtuous class. Causing
injury to others, sexual cohabitation with the wives of others, theft,
association with the wicked and other like acts of the body belong to
the sinful class. Causing injury to any, not to feed Brahmans (or
others), easing persons of their property to meet the cost of building
a temple, refraining from paying the wages of servants employed in a
watershed, and such like bodily acts of virtue and vice blended together, belong to the mixed class. Thus all these three classes of
Karmas should be thoroughly enquired into.
What are the fruits of such an enquiry?
They are (two, viz.), primary and secondary. As stated above, the
three kinds of Karmas are performed by the three organs alone. As
Atma is, like Akasha, unattached (to any thing), impartite and of the
nature of the all-full Absolute Consciousness it cannot be (and is not)
the author of any Karmas. The term Atma is applied to it through (its
attributes of) "pervading everyw~ere, cognizing all, enjoying all objects
in the universe and existing eternally." As such a signification has been
attached to the term Atma, no Karma will affect "me (Atma) who am
of the nature of Chidakasha (one Akasha or ocean of consciousness):
II
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Having known thus and abandoning all doubts one should hold firmly
to the self-cog"nition (of Atma). This is the primary fruit.
E\'en
after the attainment of Brahmajliana (~piritual wisdom of Brahma)
one should make his three organs to be fixed firmly· on virtuous
Karmas. Should that not be fea:-;ihle for him, he should at least
concentrate his three organs upon mixed Karmas: but on no :lccount
should he concentrate them on the sinful ones. Su~h a person who
concentrates thus (on mixed Karma:-;) reaps the secondary fruits. To
the rearer of a plantain-tree, its fruits are the primary results. while its
leaves and flowers are only secondary. Thus it should bl: understood
that the abo\'e mentioned two are the results which flow from a discrimination of the Karmas performed by the three organs.
But then it may ue said that whereas it is conclusi\'ely laid down
(in book~) that a spiritually wi~e man i~, like water on a lotus leaf,
unaffected by Karmas, that there are nQ mandatory or prohibitory ntles
dictated in his case, that he is not an actor but is only a witness to such
actions, and that he had done all that should be done, it is wrong to
dictate to such a person the performance of \'irtuous actions like an
Ajliani (a worldly man). True, no doubt, he is one that has done what
ought to be done by a spiritually wise man. ~Ioreover. too, he is not
an actor. There is no doubt about it. But then there are four classes
of such men (called) Brahmadda,l Brahma\·id\,ara. Brahma\'idvarlya,
and Brahma\·id\·arishta. Of these it is only the last that attains a disembodied sah·ation. It is he alone that is de\'oid of all Karmas. To
him there are no rules mandatory or prohibitory. \Vhile so, though
in the case of the other three classes of persons. no ordinances prohibitory or othen\'ise need be laid down by \'irtue of their excessive
spiritual wisdom, yet it is stated that they should follow virtuous
Karmas for the benefit of the world, as they ha\'e to li\'e in the world.
and are not devoid of Karmas. But then it cannot be really said to be
compUlsory in their case. Therefore these discriminators of Tattvas.
living in the midst of performers of Karma, should perform Karmas
like them. These persons should be in the midst of searchers after
Divine Wisdom, and should inculcate, after abandoning (worldly)
Karmas, that Brahma alone is real and all others are unreal. Returning to the subject on hand, we find it is e\·ident from the foregoing that agency should be attributed to the three organs, and not
to Atma.
(Then we come to the question) do the three organs act of their
own accord, or are they made to act through other things? On enquiry
we find that they are actors only through the influence of IUga and
other desires, but 110t of their own accord; because the influence of
Raga, etc., upon the three organs can be established through the
1 Brahmavida is a knower of Brahma. Varisbta is the best, and Variya the better, while Vara
is good.
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processes of Am'aya (co-existence) and Vytreka (disjoined existence)
(that is)-where Raga and other desires are present, there the
actions of Karmas are present (Anvaya process), and where the
former are absent then the latter also are absent (Vytreka process).
Therefore we see clearly through experience, that it is only Raga,
etc., that animate the three organs to action. But may not Atma
be the agent, as is evident from the usage by men of such sentences
as, .. I caused vthe pagoda to be built," and "I caused the tank
to be dug"? No, for Atma being action less can never become the
influencer of the KaTanas. Therefore it cannot be said that Atma
causes the three organs to act. But then do we not find such act in
Atma? (To this the reply is) as the red colour of Athasi flower is
reflected in a crystal, so the actions caused by Raga, etc., are attributed
bv delusion to Atma. Moreover, if the act of causation be inherent in
Atma, none will endeavour to annihilate his own reality. As that
which is natural implies one's own reality, with the destruction of that
which is natural there will ensue the destruction of the reality itself.
Should an Atmajtlalli (knower of Atma) be the influencer of the organs,
then he will only be rendering nugatory the rules of the Vedas that:
"Atma is association less, action less, and causationless." \Vere that
causation generated (in the case of Atma) then emancipation, which
is but the result of it, should also be generated. \Vere that so, causation should manifest itself in Sushupti also. But such is not the case.
Therefore, causation is not natural to Atma but only accidental to it.
Then another objection presents itself. It is not right to say that
because causation does not manifest itself into Atma in Sushupti,
therefore Atma has it not at all. For instance, a teacher's power to
instruct his pupils in the recitation of the Vedas, etc., is not exhibited
in the absence of the pupils. Likewise in Sushupti, causation may not
be found in Atma through the absence of intercommunication between
Atma and the three organs, though such organs may exist then; but in
the waking and the dreaming states, inasmuch as there is the connection
subsisting between them, causation may be manifested. This view is
not of any weight, as then causation should also manifest itself in the
waking state of a (Yogi) person observing a vow of habitual silence and
disconnecting himself with all Karmas, even wheh the connection of
the organs with Atma subsists. But such is not the case. Therefore
it (causation) should be known as only accidental (to Atma). Just as
through superimposition (or mutual illusory attribution) the length or
shortness of a heated iron is seen in fire, and the heat and light of fire
in the iron, so also through ignorance the causation of Raga and other
desires is found manifested in Atma and the non-causation of Atma in .
Raga and others. Then how can we say that causation is due to Raga
and other desires which are inert? Is it not absurd to say that one pot
causes another pot to act? True ·(but we find that inert substances
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display action in combination with others). Though fire by itself is
action less, yet the moment it comes in contact with inert gunpowder
which is but a compound of powdered charcoal and sulphur, it is able
to discharge heavy shots from guns, and to speed at such a velocity as
to destroy the fourfold armies stationed at a great distance. A dead
. body though inert causes its relatives to perform its obsequies. Similarly R~ga and other desires though inert manifest themselves as the
causer. Then what is the meaning of the passage in the Vedas which
says that Atm~ is latent in all and the lord of the senses? Atm~ is like
the sun which by its presence conduces to the commission of good and
bad Karmas by men in this world. Now, as the sun by its presence is
the cause of the Karmas of all creatures, so also Atm~ may be connected
with the fruits of good and bad Karmas. (In the former instance)
though the sun is conducive to the commission of Karmas yet it is
never affected by them. So also is Atm~. As a magnet, though it
conduces by its very presence (to the attraction of iron to itself) yet is
not itself affected by the action of the iron, so also Atm~ is not affected
by the Karmas of creatures. Therefore there is nothing to mar the
attributes of the changelessness and the stainlessness of Atm~ (as said
in the books).
Now even to persons who bave had the benefit of initiation by a
Guru into the all-important reality of Atm~, no firmness of conviction
takes,place through the three obstacles (of thought). They are Samshya-bavana (doubt), Asambavana (impossibility of thought) and Viparltha-bavana (false thought). The first is the doubt arising in the
mind whether Atm~ as taught by the Rig Vedas is one or many, like
the holy thread, marriage and other religious ceremonies ordained in
the Rig Vedas to be performed in different ways. Such a doubt is
cleared through Shr~vana (the hearing) of the real meaning of all
Vedantas. The second is that state of mind in which a person-though
he is convinced through Shr~vana (hearing, etc., the first stage) that
the Vedic authorities (amidst their many statements) say conclusively
that-" All Veda1ztas point to the one non-dual Brahma"-still entertains a doubt as to the impossibility of the non-dual state inasmuch
as the Egos, Ishvara and the universe do plainly appear to be separate.
This is rooted up through Manana (reflection of the second mind)
upon the phenomena of dreams and such like. The third is that
state of mind in which a person even after undergoing through the
above first and second processes of Shr~vana and Manana, yet fancies
as real the whole universe which has been generated only through the
affinities of the beginningless Avidy~. The third kind of thought is
removed by Nidhity~sana-an uninterrupted current of deep Sam!dhi
(trance) wherein the mind is en rapport with the one Brahma. Thus,
if these three impediments be not removed, all the fire of (spiritual)
wisdom in us will not be able to burn even in the slightest degree the
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Aji\ana (or Avidya), and its effects (in us), just as fire when its functions are arrested by such obstacles as magical stones, incantations,
etc., is not able to burn even a straw. But, as stated above, if these
impediments are removed, then there arises at once (in the fire of
wisdom) the power to burn Avidya (or Aji\ana), and its effects like the
fire which burns the straw.
Again there is a passage which runs thus l : "In the determination
of the real import (or aim and object) there should be the six signs
(or characteristics that should be observed)-Upakrama-Upasamhara,
Abhyasa, Apurvata, Phala, Arthavada and Upapatti." According to
this, these six characteristics should be strictly observed in the determination of the real import (of Brahma).
i. Upakrama-Upasamhara (as is the beginning so the end). The
sixth Adhyaya (chapter) of Chlzc;,zdoK)'a- Upanishad begins (with
Brahma) thus: "At first the universe was Sat (Be-ness) only. It was
one without a second," and ends with the same partless and absolute
essence (viz., Brahma) thus: "All this universe has this (Brahma) only
as its Atma (self). This only is Truth." This is the sign of Upakrama-Upasamhara (viz., that it should end in the same principle from
which it began).
ii. The holy sentence, "Tattvamasi" (that art thou) 'recurs nine
times (in the same Upanishad). Such a recurrence when repeated
over and over is Abhyasa (exercise).
iii. That the one partless and absolute essence (Brahma) is not
subject to the evidence of perception, etc. (viz., inference and Vedic
hooks), is Apurvata (one having none before it).
iv. In accordance with the Vedic passage, which says: "It (salvation) recedes (from him) so long as he is not released (from body),
then (viz., if released) he gets it," the disembodied emancipation which
accrues to one who has attained the one partless and absolu~e essencewisdom after the destruction of the Prarabdha Karma (or past Karma
now enjoyed) is Phala (the fruits).
v. The fifth is Arthavada (the speaking or giving out the substance or meaning). It is of ~ven kinds-Shrishti (creation), Sthiti
(preservation), Pralaya (deluge or destruction), Pravesha (entry),
Samyamana (drawing in or union), Tattvam-pathartha-parichothanai
(discrimination of the properties of tattvas) and Phala (fruits).
The passage in the Vedas: .. From the above-mentioned Atma
arose Aklisha," and such like are instances of the first kind referring to
creation.
Such passages as: "Since Akasha and others arise from Brahma,
exist in Brahma, and are dissolved in Brahma," support the doctrine of
tht: secondless nature of Brahma as stated in the sacred sentences, and
clearly demonstrate the fact that Brahma alone is the cause of creation,
I The science considered lUI a part of the

V~d4s
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existence and dissolution, as the pot which arises from, exists in, and is
dissolved into earth, is identical with the earth itself.
"It (Br~hll1a) alone ha\'ing perforated at the top of the head (of
the Egg) at its extreme end entered within"; "HaYing e\'oh'ed it (or
matter) (the spirit) entered within": and" I the Atma haying entered
within as of the form of Jivas (the Egos) cause names and forms to
shine (or manifest themseh·es)."
These passages of the Shrutis clearly prove the fact that it is only
Brahma that entered within as of the form of the Egos, and that
Brahr.la and Jh'as (the Egos) are identical like a Deyadatta (the
name of a person) who enters a honse from withont, and is the selfsame personage both within and withont. Thus these are the passages
of the S:lrutis which refer to the Pravesha (entry) of Artha\·adha.
"He who is on the earth, he who is (latent) within the earth, he
who cannot be cognized by the earth, he whose body is this earth and
he who being within the earth causes it to act-he only is your Atma.
he only is the latent one, he only is the nectar." These leading
passages. which clear away all doubts, inasmnch as they lay down no
difference between the canser and the caused, on account of their intimate identity, support the identity of the two (Jh'a and Brahma).
Thus much with reference to the fifth.
"This Purusha is of the forlil of the essence of food"; "He who is
the redness of Agni;" snch passages. which enable one to discriminate
between the properties of the several substances in this world, postulate
the identity of Jivas and' Ishvara (or Brahma) having eliminated all
differences between them. Thus are the Shrutis that bear upon the
discrimination of substances.
"A Brahmavida (a knower of Brahma) reaches Brahma"; "He
becomes nectar"; these passages, inasmuch as they indicate the
especial fruits of spiritual wisdom (arising in the identical Jhoa and
ishvara. or Brahma) prove clearly their identity.
These are the
Shrutis that bear upon the fruits of Arthavada. Thus these passages
of the 1/i'das. along with other minor ones, prove that that partless and
absolute essence is no other than the identity of Jiva and Brahma.
which position is fortified through the above-mentioned seven means.
Hence the Mahavakyas (sacred sentences) should be interpreted as
pointing only to that partless and absolute essence.
vi. "0 thou of patience sweet, in the same way as with the same
earth," and other such passages in the Shrutis, illustrate Upapatti
(birth or cause).
Thus through the above six means the understanding of the true
object and aim of the Vedas is Shravana.
From the foregoing investigation it is clear that the three organs
perform their functions in the manner stated before, being prompted
thereto by Raga and other desires. A king exults in triumph ... I
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have won the day." appropriating to himself all share in the victory
achieved, while, in fact, it was achieved only by his army under the
orders of his commander-in-chief; so also Atma falsely appropriates to
itself, through ignorance, the authorship of all Karmas done by Raga
and other desires. Thus there is no doubt that he who comes to the
undoubted conclusion that Atma does not act, nor causes others to act,
is an emancipated person.
(To be cOlltillUt·d.)

~1t

Q)utiinc of the

"~tcrtt ~(lctrine."

VII.
Su:m.IARY.

The Seven Rounds of the Planetary Chain.

W

E have seen how the activity of the united formative Wills of
Humanity passed through seven modes or phases, and thereby
generated the seven worlds of our Planetary Chain; the initial Fire.
Air, and \Vater Planets, the Earth Planet, and the final Water, Air, and
Fire Planets.
After these seven phases of activity comes a period of repose; and
this is followed by new periods of activity and repose.
Before detailing the phases of these new periods. certain explanations may be entered into here.
When Humanity is spoken of here, it does not necessarily mean
an aggregate of hnman beings, as we know them, with a certain definite organism and certain definite powers; for the human race that we
know is only one phase, one brief day, in the whole life of Humanity.
What is meant (in the first paragraph of this paper) by the word
Humanity is an aggregate of souls. still hardly separated from each
other and hardly separated from the One Divine Life; an aggregate of
units of life, of facets of the One Infinite Life. Each of these units
contains an almost infinite number of units of life of an inferior category, just as each sunbeam contains an almost infinite number of rays,
harmoniously adjusted to each other and each in no way interfering
with the perfection of the other. And as each ray of light, if traced
backwards, is a golden pathway to the life and perfection of the sun, so
each thrilling ray of life is a pathway to the One Infinite Life. and is,
in reality, one with the One Life and an entrance to the entirety of the
One Life.
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Each unit of life, therefore, of whatever category, is in itself
perfect and is potentially one with the One Life. The process of
seven-formed activity which we are considering, and which finds its
expression in the seven worlds of the Planetary Chain, is concerned
not only with the perfecting of those particular units of life which we
know as human souls, but is equally concerned with the higher categories of units of which human souls are the manifold facets, and also
with the lower categories of units which are the facets of human souls.
For we have seen that the facets of the One Infinite Divine Life
which we call human souls are grouped into aggregates of facets, which
are in themselves perfect units; and these again into higher groups, in
ascending degrees, of didne humanities and hierarchies.
And, as there are higher, so there are lower units of life, each in
itself perfect and individual, while each goes to the formation of higher
lives-also perfect and individual. If this explanation be borne in
mind, it will be understood that in describing the phases of active and
passive life of any category of units, we are describing pari passu the
active and passive life of all other units, higher or lower; but even
while the different units are spoken of, it must be remembered that
they are not really isolated and distinct, but are rather indivisible
facets of One Divine Life, and are ultimately one with that One Divine
Life.
Again, it must be remembered that when we speak of a Fire
Planet, the word fire does not mean the combustion with which we
are acquainted, but rather the essence of all fire, the pure potency of
all colours and of all forms of perception in the same phase of manifestation as colour. The initial Fire Planet is, therefore, a shadowy
form of hardly developed potencies, and the other planets of the chain
are also shadowy forms, the first dim manifestations of the various
powers of objectivity.
As we have seen that the first phase of every potency of objectivity
is that phase of its manifestation which corresponds to .. Fire" or
surface-perception of spaces of objectivity, it will be evident that all
the planets in their first phase of activity partake of the quality of
"Fire." Consequently, while the wave of united Formative Wills
sweeps round the dimly formed chain of planets for the first time the
quality of "Fire" or surface-perception predominates on each world of
the chain; so that, as it has been agreed to call this sweeping of the
Formative Wills round the chain a Planetary Round, it may be well to
fix the first Round in our minds by giving it the name of the initial
Fire Round, to signify that the phase or quality of Fire predominates
in each of the aggregates of different activities represented by the
seven worlds of the Planetary Chain.
It must be remembered that, as night follows day, as winter follows
summer, as death follows life, so each period of activity, whether the
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activity of a single world of the chain, or the activity of a Round of
the seven worlds, is followed by a corresponding period of rest; and
thus activity and rest alternate in every phase and manifestation of
life. And as midnight follows midday, not directly, but through the
gradually gathering shades of twilight, so activity passes to rest, and
rest passes to acth"ity, by gradual shades, harmoniously gliding into
each other.
So that each world of the chain has its dawn, its morn and midday, passing again to the quiet of evening; and then comes a period of
night between it and the succeeding world. This night is darkness as
regards manifestation, and rest as regards differentiation; it is therefore light for the unmanifested, and life for the undivided nature of the
units of being.
Thus, the initial Fire Planet has its dawn, its noontide, and its
evening; then there is a period of night, before the activity of life
passes to the phase of the next planet; then this, the initial Air Planet
has its dawn, its midday, and its evening. followed by a new period of
night.
Then activity passes to the phase of the initial Water Planet, which
has its dawn, its midday, and its evening, merging into a period of
night. So with all the worlds of the chain; and then comes a period of
night for the whole chain, bringing repose after the activities of the
initial Fire Round.
To this period of night follows the Second Round. in which the
quality of "air," or capacity and depth, follows for each of the planets
of the chain; this Round, which we may call the initial Air Round, is
divided also by spaces of night; and, when it is finished, a greater
period of night follows for the whole chain.
Then follows the third, the initial Water Round, which brings to
each planet the quality of internal or molecular growth; divided also
by its periods of rest; and having a period of rest which divides it from
the fourth, the Earth Round, which gives to each planet the quality of
solidness or substance, and rigidity.
To the Earth Round succeeds a period of rest. when the fifth, the
final Water Round, restores the fluidity of internal growth, but with
the added potencies gleaned from the preceding Round.
After a period of planetary night, the sixth, or final Air Round
succeeds, which renews the depth and expansiveness of the potencies
harvested in the preceding Round; and to this, after a period of rest,
succeeds the seventh, which finally crowns the work of development by
adding the quality of .. Fire" or divine activity to the potencies already
gleaned. Thus finishes the great week of activity, divided into seven
days, or Planetary Rounds; and the Humanities and hierarchies have
reached the perfection they worked for, and, once more at one with each
other and with the divine, they rest in the fruition of perfect peace.
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This rests lasts as long as the full period of Planetary Rounds
lasted; and after it the Humanities and hierarchies dawn again into
manifestation, to seek the expression of new potencies, to advance one
step more on the ladder of infinite perfection.
Then, when these periods are ended. they mingle, perhaps, with
the Humanities of other ~pheres. and thus re-united, pass on ever to
higher unity, drawing e\'er nearer and nearer to the Infinite One, which
is, potentially, themselves.
As far as our limited \'i5ion can pierce, however. our period of
activity closes with the se\'enth Round, after which all the units of our
Humanity will be united in one divine inseparable brotherhood. in full
possession of almost infinite life; or, to speak more truly, will realize
that they have enr been thus united, though the union may have been
hidden under the veils and illusions of day.
As the united Formative \Vills of Humanity. working together in
seven modes, formed the se\'en worlds of the chain as a vehicle for
themselves: so each minor unit forms for itself a lesser vehicle or body,
passing, like the planets, through many phases of acth'ity and rest, of
life and death and reno\'ation.
Thus, through this se\'enfold and varied aggregate acthity, the
latent powers of unmanifested divine life become manifested; the
hidden potencies become realized, and the work of perfection goes on.
At this point our general surver of the universal processes, as
pictured in the Secret Doctri1le must cease; from this point we will
be concerned, not with general activities and forees, but with the
special activities manifested in one Round-,the fourth-and on one
planet only of that Round, the fourth, or outermost.
\Ve shall see the processes which we have sketched broadly.
worked out in minute detail; while the wide, and perhaps rather
indefinite, forces which we have dealt with will be focussed and embodied in the incidents of our own present life. By reducing the
world-processes thus to familiar details, we shall gain a sense of reality
and vividness of perception, which will enable us to pass more easily
from the mere words and figures of a metaphysical conception to the
ever-present and inscrutable mysteries of the universe and its life.
Thus realizing the manifold activities indicated. we shall come to
learn that we are actually in the presence of the divine realities that
have been described, and actually in the company of the divine powers
that have been indicated; and with this knowledge, we shall be able
consciously to enter into our own heritage of the ineffable mystery
of being.
C. J.
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HE sacred writings of the ancients have this in common, that they
have all been resuscitated from a state of oblivion; and the
traditions through which they are read in their resuscitated state are
far more recent than the writings themseh·es. Owing to this, those
who accept their imputed teachings, under the impression that they
are receiving the doctrines of the original writers, are in reality adopting shadowy and delusive tra"esties of the same. \Vhen the meaning
of an ancient writing has been lost, the doctrine it was intended to
preserve had previously passed into another form; and during this
passage had moulded the traditional teaching, and with this the tradition through which the writing is subsequently read, into another
shape. And it was owing to this change, and through this moulding,
that the writing had become unintelligible to those seeking a doctrine
therein othf'r than it had been framed to transmit. And this was why
it was gradually disregarded and even temporarily lost sight of. This
tradition, thus evolutionally adapted to the changed form uf the
simultaneously transformed doctrine, becomes, to those believing it
to contain the receh'ed traditional teaching, the key to the re"interprt:tation of the written formulary; and it is by this evoll1tional adaptation
-which, reacting on them in a measure, modifies, and so produces a
further evolution in their teaching-that ancient writings are made the
bases of modern doctrines; for it has e,'er been impossible to resuscitate
the dry bones of a dead faith.
Under such a process remarkable changes became possible. In
primitive times a special doctrine was often embodied in the name of
its promoter. The patriarch Abraham was called Abram before he
commenced his migrations-Ab (The) "Father," ram, "He exalted"
-because he upheld the Fatherhood of God; and for this reason Jesus
said of him that he had seen his day-foreseen or anticipated his
doctrine. The Jews, ever seeking to glorify themselves through their
ancestors, assumed that the patriarch had been called Abram because
he had been exalted by God, and therefore read the name as meaning
"Exalted father." Similarly a change in doctrinal relations, state or
condition, was commemorated by a change in name, or the giving or
taking of an additional name. When Abram merged his reverence for
the Father in the worship of Jehovah, on receiving the promise that he
should be the father of a numerous prugeny who would inherit the land
thus assured to him, Abram, .. He exalted the Father," was changed
into Abraham, "Father of a multitude," in which the doctrine of the
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Fatherhood of God was supplanted by the fatherhood of promise. In
like manner the name Sarai, "Bound of Jehovah "-with reference to
its bearer's previous sterility-was changed into Sarah, "He hath
loosed," after she had received the promise of offo;pring. But Sarah
naturally and necessarily partook of the exaltation of her husband
through her share in the fulfilment of the promise, and so, once more
actuated by the spirit of race-glorificatioll, the Jews changed the meaning of the llame Sarah, .. He hath loosed," illto "Princess"; and this'
became its traditional significance. In the same way, when Jacob, the
"Crooked," had been challged illto Israel, the "God-straightened,"
after the patriarch, whose name it was; had been converted from his
crooked ways, the word Israel was, for his greater exaltation and that
of his descendants, subsequently interpreted "Prince of God" or
"Prevailer with God"; and this became its traditional meaning. The
conversion of Jacob took place under remarkable circumstallces. He
had encamped for the night on the banks of the J abbok, the river bed
of an occasional mountain torrent. Heavy rain coming on suddenly
in the night caused him to break up his encampment and hurry his
belongings over the river before it should be rendered impassable. In
this he succeeded, but, being the last to cross, the torrent descended
upon him alone, and he was almost overwhelmed by its rushing waters,
and in his struggles therewith injured his hip. In this way he was
brought face to face with death, face to face with God and his own
conscience, and the unlooked-for conversion, manifested throughout
his subsequent life, was effected. Owing to this conversion he was
afterwards called Israel, "God-straightened," in contrast to the state
represented by his hitherto life and name, Jacob, "Crooked"; and.
because this conversion took place in the Jabbok, he gave the ford
where it was effected the name Peniel, "God converted me" (afterwards
rendered by others Penuel, "God converted him"). This conversion
through the instrumentality of water was commemorated in the baptism
of the Jews (until the typical baptism of Jacob was lost sight of and
forgotten), and thus became the unrecognized precursor of the Christian sacrament. In the course of time the conversion of Jacob passed
from the field of Jewish tradition, and then the narrative in which its
history had been recorded was, with certaill modifications and for his
greater exaltation" read as relating the wrestling of the patriarch with
God (through an angel in the form-not of water, but-of a man), on
overcoming whom his Antagonist gave him the name Israel, then read
as "God-subduer" instead of "God-subdued."
Influenced by the same spirit of race-glorification, and under a
similar process, the record of the obscuring of the sun (as it arose) at
the prayer of Joshua (for a prolongation of the darkness), by the violent
storm which assured him of Q complete victory, was subseqnently read
as the standing still of that luminary (when about to set) at the com-
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mand of the famous leader to prolong the day. In each of these
examples, which are significant guides to the far-reaching character of
the processes they illustrate, and the misunderstandings they have
produced, the written words remaining the same, a spurious tradition
has attached to them a different sense-a sense in which their original
significance has completely disappeared. In this way and by these
means documentary teaching has been and is made to follow oral
instruction; which itself reflects the changing phases of the aspirations
of man. And yet, whenever an unbroken line of teachers can be shown
or supposed to have existed, charged with the maintenance and delivery
of a particular doctrine or system of teaching, it is invariably assumed,
and always affirmed by those holding the doctrine whose integrity is
thus ostensibly guaranteed, that the tradition thus delivered is itself
as unbroken as is the line of transmitters to whose keeping it has been
committed, and through whose custody it has passed; and, therefore,
that the doctrine it inculcates remains intact, as originally formulated
by its first promulgators.
But this, as now appears, is a mistake, for even were the formularies in which it was primarily embodied continuously transmitted in
the same words, owing to these words progressively changing their
significance, the doctrine would itself gradually assume new meanings
and take other shapes. This is inevitable, and is due to the innate
differences of the individual minds of the several successive recipients
of the formularies in which the doctrine was clothed, by which it was
defined, and through which it was believed that its preservation was
secured; for this formulated maintenance and preservation only holds
good of such doctrine as can be reaffirmed by experiment and so
practically demonstrated, all whose sole basis is authority being
subject to change.
This is due to the instability of the constitution of man-an instability of which his intellect necessarily partakes, owing to which,
though each has a definite view of a given teaching and receives it in a
particular sense, in no two individuals are this view and this sense
precisely the same, and these individual differences, progressively
multiplying their influence, induce a cumulative reaction which slowly
changes the meanings of the words of the rigid formularies in whi~h
the doctrine is entombed. so as to cause them to deFver the sense their
own significance at the time imparts. All changes in speech are due
to the cumulative action of individual differences in understanding and
utterance. These are constantly moulding, remodelling and transforming every spoken tongue; changing the meaning of the words and
the manner of their expression. And then these progressive changes,
as their range widens in time and space, become so great that ultimately
the language of a given people is unintelligible to those of the same
race, while the different meanings the same words bear and transmit
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are due to successive variations in usage. The scop::: for change in a
given doctrine is determined by the different meanings of the ,,"ords
through which it has been handed down, and by the varying idiotnatic
usages of the same phras~s.
In the Greek :Kew Testament, to go no further back than the
witne:-:ses to the doctrines of Christianity, this scope is wide, for here.
by way of example, the same noun means "Soul" and "Life"; the
same verb, "To forget oneself" and "To deny oneself"; the same
phrase, "To do violence to oneself" or "To suffer violence frutu an.other"; and so on of all the doctrinal or distinctly theological ternlS of
the Christian sacred writings. Hence, where Jesus is reported on a
certain occasion to have said-with reference to the persecutions to
which his followers were exposed and would he suhjected-" From the
days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth
,'iole-nce and the violent take it by force," how easy was it tor the
organizers of Christianity to impute to him that he used tlu:se words in
a se\'Crely ascetic sense. thereby charging his followers to do \"iolence
to thel1lseh'es, that by this ,'iolence they might possess themseh~es of a
kingdom otherwise to be withheld from them. So again, when on
anoth~r occasion he is reported to ha,'e said-with reference to his
rejection by the elders. chief priests and scribes-" If any man would
come after me let him forget himself and take up his cross [of rejection
from Judaism] and follow me," how ob"ious did it seem to. the asceticizers to interpret his words in the ascetic sense and read, "Let him
deny himself" and so take up the cross of contradiction to nature,
appetite and sense, And when, in continuation, he is reported to ha\"e
said-with reference to the necessity his followers were under of renouncing the teaching authority of the interpreters of the Jewish law,
than which nothing can be more terrible to the Jew, who was taught to
regard such a course as entailing the inevitable loss of his soul-" \Vhosoever would save his soul [through Jewish teaching] shall lose it; and
whosoever shall lose his soul [according to the Jews] for my sake and
the Gospel's shall save it"; how certain it must have seemed to subsequent readers of his words, even to unconscious perverters of their
meaning, that he was speaking only of the life and the necessity of
risking it for the truth's sake, Indeed, according to the belief of the
founders of Christianity, this must have been the teaching of Jesus
here, for how could he have condemned personal efforts towardS the
saving of the soul, as the aim of individual life, and rejected such as
devoted themselves thereunto, when the salvation of self was the
motive set by them before all their followers as the one object of the~r
endeavours? And yet here, as elsewhere, ill accordance with hIS
general method, he, on a suitable occasion-an occasion whith shOWS
that he is dealing with a vital point in his teaching, whose meaning it
significantly illustrates and accentuates-simply enunciates a nln da-
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mental principle for the guidance of the lives of his followers. It thus
becomes evident that, in reading and interpreting the New Testament,
the point of view is the arbiter throughout: so that those who realize
that Jesus denounced all spiritual authority and rejected every supernatural or superhuman pretension, will find in this the key to the right
interpretation of his words; while those who believe that he only
renounced one form of ecclesiasticism to found another; that he only
set aside one set of teachers and one method of teaching to replace
these by others, will understand and read all his recorded sayings ill an
ecclesiastical or ministerial sense.
Doctrinal certitude is absolutely unattainable. Such is the teaching of the only safe, the natural guide here-experience. And to seek
it is to expose oneself to the temptations set before the seeker through
his spiritual aspirations.
Three classes of temptations beset the spiritually aspiring man.
He is inclined to supernaturalism, as is the magnetized needle to the
pole. He is prone to presumption as he advances in spirituality. He
leans on authority, on the one hand, and seeks to exercise it, on the
other. These three classes of temptations are suggestively depicted in
the three imputed temptations of Jesus, and ascribed to their true
source as incentives to action. These three classes of temptation Jesus
repels. But in repelling them as temptations he condemns and rejects
that to which they would tempt. That is to say, he rejects supernaturalism. He rejects spiritual presumption. He rejects formal
religious worship, spiritual authority and ecclesiastical dominion;
and in so rejecting condemns these as training principles and
excludes them from his teaching. But then, in virtue of this· rejection and exclusion, in inviting his followers to follow him, he bids
them follow him in this rejection and in this exclusion. Hence
the true follower of Jesus rejects supernaturalism; shrinks from
every form of presumption; and neither claims nor submits to a teaching authority. So effectually does he cast out these that he restricts
his faith to a simple, unpresuming trust, satisfied that all beyond is of
evil tendency.
The founders of Christianity ignored the teaching thus set forth in
the narrative of the temptation, just as they did that depicted in the
history of the transfiguration-under which the law and the prophets
passing away from the awe-stricken disciples left them alone with
Jesus, and interpreted these as sanctioning the supernaturalism they
were intended to condemn. The transformation in each of these
instances has been so complete that the doctrines handed down and
accepted are the exact contraries to the doctrines originally delivered
and set forth. And yet these are believed by their holders to be one
and the Same in each instance, the respective narratives being assumed
to be incapable of any other than the accepted interpretation. The
5
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fact is, that the conditions under which all doctrinal teaching is delivered are such that transmutation by evolutional adaptation and
development is the law to which imparted doc~rjne is subject-a law
from which it cannot escape. But, if the conditions of human life are
such that an immutable doctrine is unattainable, is it not evident that
the doctrinal method is not a trustworthy system for the training of
man, and therefore not the divine way of guiding him on his course
through life?
HENRY PRATT,

~ht

M.D.

tahilosophD of tltrftd (ExpttSSwn.
No. II.

THE ONE LIFE.
(Colz/h,ued from p. IJI}.j

A

ND now we must go back a little to where we began to speak of
unconscious growth, because there is a mighty truth connected
with it, that the Student mllst never forget. This truth will become
of inestimable comfort to him during every hour of his struggle towards
the place where he is to feel himself conqueror of all things-disease,
poverty and death included.
We spoke of the amceba, the tiny drop of protoplasm in its search
for food. This little creature had begun to speak itself into an unending existence, a visible existence; it was as to its own personality pure
intelligence, a tiny point of recognition of the one love, and it wanted
more, wanted to recognize more. This desire ou its part iormed the
basis of its individual growth.
_
Now there are two factors essential to growth, these two factors
are desire-which we call prayer-and FAITH. Desire wheu accompanied by faith, as it always is during the period of unconscious
growth, gets what it asks for .. Perhaps it may not always get it, in the
limited sense of its asking, but it gets it in a higher sense.
The amceba asks for food ostensibly; in reality it asks for more
intelligence, a wider range of conception. It asks in faith, not yet
having reached even the negative pole of conscious life where doubts
of the eternal love, or God, begiu. The little creature asks in faith,
we say, and the very universe hears its cry, and God Himself stoops
down to put food within the folds of its frail drganism.
Think of this; uo cry for a wider rauge of thought, for MORE
TRUTH, was ever utter<!d in. vain. It is a demand upon the eternal
love, the univer5al soul, that is never unanswered, and according to
the faith we put into the askiug will the answer be prompt and full.
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Now, while the animal is crying for bread, which means ultimately
a more enlarged conception of love or God, we, who have reached a
much higher plane, ask directly for that intelligence which is the only
food that feeds us truly; and if we ask in faith it will come to us,
because the supply is equal to the demand.
Intelligence to comprehend more and more of love or God-this
is all we need. For love or God is pure lift! without a flaw, it is life
freed from all beliefs in disease and death. The more our intellects
expand to a conception of love or God, the farther away from all our
fears and all unpleasant beliefs we grow. Life, eternal life, opens up
to us more and more as our power to recognize love, or God, increases.
As we are now ascending from the animal to the spiritual plane,
we are fed on truth. No mere physical food will nourish us on this
high and holy plane. To be sure physical food feeds the laboratory
or organism that generates the saving intelligence; but unless this
intelligence is generated, we must necessarily fall into decay and die.
The evohltion of the divine man is through the animal man. There
can be no object in creation for the perpetuation of the animal man;
he is simply a creature that serves as the root of the divine man;
if the divine man never germinates in his brain, and springs upward
to nobler uses, then he might as well die.
And the race will continue to die just as it is doing now, unless
redeemed' by the new thought just beginning to dawn in our minds.
That which serves its purpose passes away. For thousands of
years the animal man has been a perfect creature in his animal-hood.
But because his splendid animal-hood failed to generate the thought
that would link him CONSCIOUSLY to the source and fountain-head of
his existence, he has died, as he ought to have done, since the world
has nothing to gain frol1~ animal men, beyond establishing them as
roots for the race of divine man, now about to step forth through a
knowledge of the philosophy of being. The world has no use for unproductive seed, and it is right that they should rot in the soil if the
vital principle that would lift them to a nobler unfoldment be wanting.
And yet let no Student think, from what we have said, that the
spirit of man is Ilot immortal; and that its chances are over with its
failure to attain that consciousness of truth that would tide it over
death, and render it immortal here in the flesh, or that would enable
it to renew the body and hold it as long as it requires it for work here.
There is no destruction of the spirit of man. Not only is this so, but
the spirit is a growing thing, an ever-unfolding spirit; it was not
created perfect at the hands of a personal God; it grows all the time
by the recognition of more and still more truth; it has had many incarnations upon this earth, for its beginning (so far as its personality is
concerned) was inconceivably small, and it will keep on growing until
the great and saving truth bursts upon it-the truth of that ripened
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knowledge of the law of life or being, which will make it master of
all the conditions of life, and banish disease and death for ever.
As we have stated, the universe is one, and it is all good or God;
note this point especially; there cannot be two universes, there is but
one universe, and it is altogether good (or God), and so. of course.
there is no evil in it. The belief in edl is one of the mistakes men
have made in consequence of not knowing the law, not knowing that
all is good. and that evil is an impossibility.
If man had been projected perfect from the hands of God. he would
have known all truth, and there would have been no further growth for
him, for all growth is by learning tntth; in a world of pure mind all
growth is by the acquisition of intelligence. and if he had been a full
grown, or unfolded. spirit when created, he would have manifested all
wisd0111 and embodied it.
But instead of this. he was expressed as the tiniest and feeblest
spark of intelligence imaginable at first. and his intelligence has constantly increased: and as It increased he took a wider and still wider
view of creation, until now he begins to see that all is good. and always
has been. only he did not know it. He begins to perceive that God is.
that no man and no power ever added to God. or have taken anything
away from Him, and that all creatures were great or small in proportion
as they could see this mighty truth.
For though God is for ever unchanged. yet man changes continually, and this, too, in spite of the fact that God and man are one.
Take this sentence from' man's point of view, and it will read this
way: Man enlarges by learning more and more of the greatness and
unchanging goodness of the spirit within him. For God-the love
principle-is the spirit in every man, and so mighty is this spirit that
all through eternity men will never be able to measure it, and the
constantly-increasing recognition of its greatness will be the means of
our growth, and the only means of growth we will ever ha\·e. The
attempt to measure God gives man his own measure, for God and man
are one; and since man's appropriation of God-the eternal love-is
only by his recognition of Him, it therefore follows that no one can
rob another of his inexhaustible inheritance. And it is because all
growth is by the acquirement of knowledge or the recognition of God
(good) that we are able to state with absolute certainty that the supply
is equal to the demand.
On the so-called physical plane (although there is no such plane
and never has been), this was not so. That it was not so was the natural
sequence of our mistake in thinking that there was a limit to good, or,
in other words. that evil had an existence.
It will be seen farther on that man creates his own conditions, and
that he has affixed his own limitations by his own mistaken beliefs,
and that this is why-on the so-called physical plane, the supply was
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not equal to the demand, in consequence of which some men throve
abundantly at the expense of other men, and much poverty abounded,
and great sorrow; all of which will cease so soon as men learn that they
are mental or spiritual creatures, and not material, and that the acquisition of mental wealth-recognition of the law of God, or good-is the
only thing that can enrich them, and that they can acquire these riches
without defrauding anyone, since the source of supply to this kind of
wealth is inexhaustible; and this is the wealth, too, that will bring its
possessor such magnificent surroundings as he can never acquire while
living in a belief of the physical with its limiting ideas, and its false
and foolish laws called the" laws of causation."
For the time has come-so long prophesied in history-when the
race should banish death from this planet, and by a deeper understanding of truth should build it into an abode for deathless creatures.
To bring this about will not necessitate any combination of men
united in an organized effort to overthrow the present monopolistic systems; all such efforts, while they are natural and manly on the plane of
their operation-namely, the animal plane-are circumferenced by, and
included in, the one effort of the day-the intellectual effort to grasp
the greatest of all truths, that all is GOOD or GOD NOW, and that heaven
or harmony is already with us, even though we do not as yet see it.
Anything more logically conclusive than the facts we are now
stating has never been spoken or written, and the Student will see this,
and see it in so strong and clear a light that no power can ever shake
his, faith in them. For heaven is indeed here. All there is of personal
life is in this seeing. That men do not see this heaven we speak of is
because they have been seeing from a negative standpoint, and what
they have seen has been not the truth but the denial of truth. They
have seen evil where there was no evil; they have believed themselves
to be citizens of a material or physical world, with a set of narrow laws
beyond which their thoughts could not go, and thus imprisoned in the
gloomiest prison home of self-delusion, they have made no effort to
look beyond, and consequently the light of this outer and most glorious
day is as darkness to them. Man believes in the existence of evil, and
thus has become faithless of GOOD, and the power of good, and so, in
his darkened intelligence-and only in his darkened intelligence-the
universe is divided into two parts, it is diverse to him, and its harmony
is lost to his perception. It is because man has so divided the universe
in his thought, the power to think being his own power, that we see
the appearance of sin, sickness and death, and they seem very real to
us indeed while we remain imprisoned in a belief of physical laws,
before we have ascended to the freedom of the spiritual or mental, and
before the understanding of the law of being shows their falsity.
It is because of these ignorant beliefs that life is called a battleground where each step, as we advance, is supposed to be a warfare, or
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through warfare, and these ignorant beliefs alone produce all the world's
so-called inharmonies.
When by ascension from a belief in the material with its limiting
laws, we shall truly know the universe is ONE, is all pure LOVE, whose
only law is the law of attraction-thus banishing for ever all idea of
force-there will be no longer any basis for inharnlOny in thought or
belief, and those beliefs (or conditions) callt!d sin, sickness and death,
will dissolve and show themselves no more.
Now the race, not knowing that it is pure intelligence, and that for
this reason its beliefs are its conditions; not knowing that there is no
law but the law of attraction which is the law of love; being ignorant
of the fact that the universe is ONE, and believing. from the negative
pole of existence. such beliefs as are based on fear, has projected a
thousand false beliefs concerning itself, and is to all appearance. as
seen from this plane, externalizing these belief.<; in its experience.
\Vhen we say that the race is externalizing these beliefs in appearance only, we state the entire condition of the race to-day. Men are
living mistakes almost entirely, and it is time they should understand
the truth, and begin to live it; the truth being that in a universe of
love there is nothing to fear.
Fear is the result of ignorance, it is the result of not knowing that
all is good or God. and not trusting unreservedly to this great fact. It
will be seen from this how utterly basel~ss our position to-day is in the
world. We are living in beliefs based 011 a false foundation. Because
we are all mind or spirit, and our beliefs are our conditions.
That our present beliefs are untrue is proved by the fact that all
is love, or God, and that the kingdom of love, or God. is not divided
against itself, but is a unit. Living these beliefs. we are living an
utterly false life, living as it were in a nightmare of fear. a dream from
which we shall presently awaken to find ourselves housed in love, and
under no law but the law of attraction. The law of attraction, being
what its name implies, is purely an attractive power; as an attractive
power it cannot bring us anything but that which we desire, and as we
desire only good, or God, that being the object all desire, and there
being nothing else to attract us in the universe of ALL GOOD, the idea
of evil is utterly annihilated.
In reality evil has no existence. no law, and we have no cause for
fear; and as we advance in a knowledge of the possibility of good. now'
latent within us, we will see that the old beliefs are utterly groundless, we will see that God, or good, is ALL IN ALL, and that we are
expressions of it.
MARIE,

Coullless

tif Caithness and Duchcsse de Pomar.

(To be continued.)
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(Continued from p. 154.)
THE OBJECT OF REINCARNATION.

W

E have already seen generally that the object of ReIncarnation
is to train the Animal-Man until it becomes the perfect instrument of the Divine, and that the agent in this training is the ReIncarnating Ego. Let us briefly trace the road by which this goal is
reached.
When the Manasaputra come down to ensoul the Animal-Man,
their habitation is of matter that has not yet reached its maximum
of density. The Thinker, working through this, produces at first what
are called psychic qualities in contradistinction to intellectual; the
spiritual, on its first contact with ethereal matter, translates itself into
the psychic, and only gradually becomes intellectual, i.e., logical,
reasoning, deliberative, by prolonged contact with matter of the denser
type. At first intuitive, clairvoyant, communicating with its fellows
by thought-transference, as it has to work with denser materials and
throw their heavier particles into vibrations, intuition is transformed
into reasoning and thought-transference into language. The process
is best realized by conceiving of vibrations being set up in ever denser
and denser matter, the vibrations in the less dense translating themselves as psychic, in the more dense as rational, qualities. The psychic
are the swifter, subtler, more direct, faculties, including clairvoyance,
clairau4ience, lower forms of intuition, power to transmit and receive
thought-impressions without speech; the rational are slower, and
include all the processes of the brain-mind, their characteristic being
deliberative reasoning, the forging of a logical chain, hammering it
out link by link, and, as a necessary condition of this mental labour,
the elaboration of language. When this process has been perfected,
and the brain has reached its highest point of intellection, responding
swiftly to the more ethereal impulses as they reach it, and at once
translating them into their intellectual analogues, then the time has
come for the next great step onwards, the training of the brain to
respond directly to the subtler vibrations, and take them into brainconsciousness without the delaying process of translation. Then the
exercise of psychic faculties becomes part of the conscious equipment of
the developing man, and they are employed normally and without effort
or strain, the brain-mind and the psyche thus becoming unified, and
all psychic powers regained with the addition of the intellectual experience. The temporary obscuration, due to the accretion of the densest
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matter round the developing man, gradually diminishes as the matter
grows ductile and translucent, and thus gross matter is "redeemed,"
i.e., trained into a perfect vehicle of manifestation for spirit. "Civilization has ever developed the physical and the intellectual at the cost
of the psychic and spiritnal," 1 but ",;thout this development AnimalMan could not become Divine, the "perfect septenary being" whom it
is the object of Reincarnation to evolve.
In our own Aryan Race we are on the ascending arc; intellectuality pure and simple is reaching its highest possibilities. and on all
sides are appearing signs of psychic activities, which, when developed
be;'ond the intellect and not behind it, are the marks of the commencing
triumph of the Spiritual Man. In some men of our Race this triumph
has been consummated, and these are They who are spoken of as
Arhats, Mahatma:;, and Masters. \Vith Them the body is the mere
vehicle of the Spiritual Man, who is no longer cabined and confined
by the body he inhabits, but for whom the body is the convenient
instrument for work on the physical plane, obediently answering every
impulse of its owner, and placing at his disposal powers and faculties
for use in the world of gross matter otherwise unattainable by a Spiritual Being. A Spirit ma): be acth'e on the spiritual plane, but is senseless on all others, being unable to act by its subtle essence on planes of
grosser matter. A Spiritual Intelligence may be active on the spiritual
and mental planes, but is still too subtle to work on the grosser. Only
as by incarnation it conquers matter through matter, can it become
active on all planes, the "perfect septenary being." This is the meaning of Arhatship: the Arhat is the Spiritual Intelligence that has
conquered, subdued, and trained matter, until His body is but the
materialized expression of Himself.
Naturally, in such a perfected septenary being are gathered up all
the forces of the universe. spiritual, psychic and material. As man's
living body has in it in miniature the forces found in the physical
universe, so, as the psychic and spiritual natures make their impulses
felt, the forces of the psychic and spiritual universes can be brought to
bear upon the physical. Hence the apparently "miraculous," the
bringing about of effects the causes of which are hidden, but which are
not therefore non-existent: just as the closing of a galvanic circuit
may bring about an explosion many miles from the point of closure,
so may the action of the trained will manifest itself in material phenomena on a plane far beneath its own. Man's ignorance makes the
supernatural; knowledge reduces all to the natural; for Nature is but
one aspect of the ALL, that aspect which, at the time, is in manifestation.
The question may here arise: And this object attained, what end is
thereby served? At this point, two Paths stretch before the triumphant
Spiritual Man. He has touched the summit of attainment possible here
I

~c,.et
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in this world; for further progn!3S he must pas3 on to other spheres of
being; Nirvana lies open before him, the fulness of spiritual knowledge, the Beatific Vision of which Christians h:we whispered, the
peace which passeth understanding. The second Path is the Path of
Renunciation, the voluntary acceptance of life on earth for the sake of
service to the race, the Path of which Kwanyin said when setting
resolute foot thereon:
~ever will I seek. nor receive, private individual salvation-never enter into
final peace alone; but for ever, and everywhere. will I live and strive for the
universal redemption of every creature throughout the world.!

The nature and purpose of this choice has been told in the Book of
the Golden Precepts, fragments from which have been done into such
noble English by H. P. Blavatsky. The conqueror stands triumphant;
"his mind like a becalmed and boundless ocean, spreadeth out in
shoreless space. He holdeth life and death in his strong hand." Then
the question comes:
,Vow he shall surely reach his great reward! Shall he not use the gifts which it
confers for his own rest and bliss, his we1!-earned We:ll and glory-he, the su\>duer
of the great Delusion?

But' the answer rings clearly out:
Nay, 0 thou candidate for :-;ature's hidden lore! If one would follow in the
steps of holy Tathagata, those gifts and powers are not for self. . . Know that
the stream of superhuman knowlerlge, and the Deva-\Visdom thou hast won. must,
from thyself, the channel of Aldya. be poured forth into another bed. Know. 0
Narjol, thou of the Secret Path, its pure fresh waters must be used to sweeter make
the Ocean's bitter waves-that mighty sea of sorrow. formed of the tears of men.
Self-doomed to live through future Kalpas, unthankerl and unperceived by man;
wedged as a stone with countless other stones which form the "Guardian Wall."
such is thy future if the seventh gate thou passest. Built by the hands of many
Masters of Compassion, raised by their tortures, by their blood cemented, it shields
mankind, since man is man, protecting it from further anll far greater misery and
sorrow. . . . Compassion speaks aud saith: "Can there be bliss when all that
lives must suffer? Shalt thou be saved and hear the whole world cry?" Now thou
hast heard that which was said. Thou shalt attain the seventh step and cross the
gate of final knowledge but only to well woe-if thou would'st be TathAgata. follow
upon thy predecessor's steps, remain unselfish till the endless cnd. Thou art
enlightened-Choose thy way.2

The choice which puts Nirvana aside till the Race has reached its
consummation is the crown of the Arhat, of the perfected man. His
wisdom, His powers, all are thrown at the feet of Humanity, to serve it,
help it, guide it on the path Himself has trodden. This then is the
end that lies beyond Re'incarnation for Those whose strong souls can
make the GREAT RENUNCIATION; They become the Saviours of the
world, the blossom and the glory of Their Race. Re'incarnation builds
up the perfect septenary being, but he is himself a failure, however
!
i

Quoted in Moncure D. Conway's Sacred A "tJoology. p. 233.
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by

LUCIFER.
lofty, whose individual triumph does not subserve the redemption of
Humanity as a whole.
THE CAt'SES OF REiNCARNATION.

The fundamental cause of Re·incarnation, as of all manifestation, is
the desire for active life, the thirst for sentient existence. Some deeplying essence of nature, obvious in its workings, but incomprehensible
as to its origin and reason, manifests as the "law of periodicity." "An
alternation such as that of Day and Night, Life and Death, Sleeping
and \Vaking. is a fact so common. so perfectly universal and without
exception, that it is easy to comprehend that in it we see one of the
absolutely fundamental laws of the universe:"
The ebb and flow
everywhere, the rhythm which is the systole and diastole of the Kosmic
Heart, is manifest on every hand. But the reason for it escapes us:
we cannot say why things should be so; we can only see that so they
are. And in the Esoteric Philosophy this same law is recognized as
extending to the emanation and reabsorption of universes, the Night
and Day of Brahma, the outbreathing and the inbreathing of the
Great Breath.
Hence the Hindlls bave pictured the God of Desire as the impulse
to manifestation. .. Kama, again, is in the Rig I cda (x. 129) the
personification of that feeling which leads and propels to creation.
He was the firslmot'oncllt that stirred the ONE. after its manifestation
from the purely abstract Principle, to create. 'Desire first arose in It,
which was the primal germ of mind; and which sages, searching with
their intellect, have discovered to be the bond which connects Entity
with Non-Entity.'" 2 Kama is, essentially, the longing for active
sentient existence, existence of vivid sensation, tossing turbulence of
passionate life. When Spiritual Intelligence comes into contact with
this thirst for sensation, its first action is to intensify it. Says the
Stanza: "From their own cssena' Ihc.y .tilled (intensified) Ihe Kama.'"
Thus Kama, for the individual as for the Kosmos, becomes the primary
cause of reIncarnation, and, as Desire differentiates into desires, these
chain down the Thinker to earth and bring him back, time after time,
to rebirth. The Hindu and Buddhist Scriptures are filled with reiterations of this truth. Thus in the Bhagat·ad Gild we read:
Those who have spiritual discrimination call him wise whose undertakings
are all free from desire, for his actions are consumed in the fire of knowledge. He
abandoneth the desire to see a reward for his actions, is free, contented, and upon
nothing dependeth . . . with mind and body subdued and being above enjoyment from objects, doing with the body alone the acts of the body. he does not
subject himself to rebirth .•

So, in the Uddllavarga, a Northern Buddhist version of the
Dkammapada, translated from the Tibetan, the same note is struck:
1 Seeyd Doctriffe, Vol. I, p. 17.

II Secrd Doctr;ffe, Vol. II. p. 176.

8 Ibid., p. 161.
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It is hard for one who is held by the fetters of desire to free himself of them,
says the Blessed One. The steadfast, who care not for the happiness of desires,
cast them off, and do soon depart (to NirvAna).1
Again and again seeking for it (existence) they again and again enter the
womb: beings come and go; to one state of being succeeds another: It is hard to
cast off (existence) in this world; he who has cast off lust, who has pulled up the
seed (of existence). will no more be subject to transmigration, for he has put an
end to lust.lI

In the Scriptures of the Southern Buddhist Church stress is continually laid 011 the same idea. The disciple is bidden not to be
confident till he has "attained the extinction of desires," and after
describing the way in which desires and passions tie men to earthly
life, the Dhallllllapada proceeds:
He who has reached the consummation, who does not trel.nhle. who is without
thirst and without sin, he has broken all the thorns of life: this will be his last
body. He who is without thirst and without affection, who understantis the words
and their illterpretation, who knows the order of letters (those which are before
and which are after) he has received his last body. he is called the great sage, the
great man. .. I have conquered all, I know all, in all conditions of life I am free
from taint; I have left all, and through the destruction of thirst I am free." S

And sq there is the triumphant apostrophe, when Gautama attains
Buddhahood:
Looking for the maker of this tabernacle, I shall have to run through a course
of mauy births, so long as I do not find (him); and painful is birth again and again.
But now. maker of the tabernacle, thou hast been seen; thou shalt not make up
this tabernacle again. All thy rafters are broken, thy ridge-pole is sundered; the
mind, approaching the Eternal, has attained to the extinction of all desires.·

\Vhen the nature of desire is realized by the student, he will understand why its destruction is necessary to the perfecting of the Spiritual
Man. Desire must be, till the harvest of experience has been gathered,
for only by feeqing on that harvested experience can growth be
nourished and sustained. So while experience still is lacking, the
thirst for it remains unslaked, and the Ego will return to earth again
and again. But its fetters must fall off one by one as the Ego reaches
the perfecting of its tabernacle, for desire is perso1lal alld therefore
selfish, and when desire prompts action the purity of the action is
tainted. The condition of Arhatship is unceasing activity without
any personal returns; the Arhat must" give light to all, but take from
none."~ Hence in the upward climbing, one desire after another must
be unloosed, desire for personal enjoyment, personal pleasure, personal
gain, personal loves, personal attainments, and, last and subtlest of all,
desire for personal perfection, for the personal self must be lost in the
ONE SELF, that is the SELF of all that lives.
Trans. by W. w. Rockhill. p.
Ibid., p. '5.
8 Chap. xxiv. 35'-353.
• Chap. xi. '53, '54.
o Vo;u 0/ lite Silence, p. 67.
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And here two warnings against misunderstanding are necessary.
First: personal 10\'es are not to be killed out, but are to be expanded
till they become universal; we are not to love our dearest less, but all
are to become dear, so that the sorrow of any child of man shall wring
our hearts as much as that of our own child, and stir us into equal
activity of help. Loves are to be levelled up, not down. The heart is
not to be frozen, but to be aflame for all. The failure to realize this,
and the tremendous difficulty of the task, when realized, have led to
the stifling of life instead of its growth. Overflowing 10ft, not lovelessness, will sa\'e the world. The Arhat is the Ocean of Compassion;
He is not an iceberg.
It is easy to see why this widening out must precede the attainment of Arhatship, for the Arhat holds His powers for the good of all.
and not for the ele\'ation of any particular family or nation. He is the
Servant of Humanity, and the way to His help must be need. not kinship. To superhuman powers He must ueeds join superhuman impartiality, aud personal affection lUust never be allowed to weight the
scale of Justice. Beyond all other men He must be a slave to duty,
for any swaying from its line would bring about results proportionate
to the greatness of His height. He is to be a force for good, and the
good must flow. in the channels wbere it is most needed. not in those
cut by personal loves or racial predilections. Hence the long training, the personal asceticism. the isolation, which are the conditions
of chelaship.
Second: action is not to be stopped because the disciple no longer
seeks the fruits of action as reward. "Inaction in a deed of mercy
becomes an action in a deadly sin."1 "Shalt thou abstain from action?
Not so shall gain thy soul her freedom. To reach Nirvana one must
reach Self-Knowledge, and Self-Knowledge is of loving deeds the
child."· But while action must be carried on at the full strain of
human powers, desire for its fruit in personal satisfaction must pass
away. A good deed must be done for the sake of its helpfulness, of its
use to others, not for the sake of praise either of others or of self, nor
even for the subtler longing for self-improvement. Here again the
failure to realize the distinction between action and desire for the fruits
of action has led to the stagnation and passivity characteristic of
Eastern nations, since spiritual selfishness and indifference brought 011
their decay.
ANNI£ BESANT, F.T.S.

(To be c01Ztinzud.j
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an Indian poet:
I thought thou wert mine,
So beautiful were thy words•
Our union was like the cucumber.
Thrice separated within.!

.

Now a Brotherhood like ours, to be able to stand firmly, must have
a spiritual basis, without which it cannot endure. That spiritual basis
must he a sincere and honest desire to serve humanity. with a growing
love for those who work with us, Our union becomes stronger in proportion to our realization of this. It is not the number of persons that
we take iuto our ranks that spreads our Brotherhood, but their true
moth'e for joining. their power to assimilate truth, to make sacrifices,
to work for our Cause. Persons attracted by mere curiosity soon
become di:-;gusted; they nc\'er think of benefiting themselves or anybody else by their own efforts. but always express disappointment
because they do not find everything according to their own foolish
expectations. Then they begin slandering their brothers. and at last
become our active enemies. Chaitanya Deva. the founder of the Vaishnava sect in Bengal. would forgive everything except injuring a Vaishnava (by slandering or otherwise); could his followers act up to the
high ideal sct before them. th-ey would not have become so hopelessly
degenerate in our days. A fellow of the Theosophical Society, loyal
and true, should always think how much work he does, what sacrifice
he makes for the cause, what opportunities he allows to slip by. Look
at the enormous amount of work done by the Founders; they have their
own shortcomings and weaknesses, they are but men after all; and can
none of us do at least something in that way? Such a spiritual union
as this, when properly guided. cannot fail to benefit humanity.
Looking from another point of view. this spiritual union is itself
but the practising of JMna Yoga; for with our highly developed
personalities and sense of separateness, it is impossible for us to realize
the presence of spirit in every Upadhi, without such a basis of Brotherhood, without our working for others. In India, one often may find
persons very selfish and even immoral, who will talk learnedly about
Yoga Vidya and all that; they have failed to catch the true spirit of
the teachings, have only cared for themselves and have b:!Cot:le
crystallized in their progress. Holy ascetics, denying themseh'cs every
comfort, often even the very necessaries of life. one may find in India,
!

This alludes to the

A. like partition found within the cucumber.
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who yet do not know the True Path, only because they cannot under·
stand the supreme nece~sity of helping others.
In Bhakti Yoga, the Yoga of LO\-e and Devotion, this union, called
Sadhu Sanga, is absolutely necessary; there can be no 100'e to the
Supreme Lord unless you can love every Jiva, for every Jiva is but
His, and every Jiva will come to Him when, taught by repeated
suffering,.;, he .. turns his face inward." A true Bhakti Yogin hesitates
even to injure a plant, and would 1u'Z'er think of his own personality.
It is only in Kriyd Yoga, the Yoga of magical rites and ceremonies,
that one finds an absence of the union. But none of our exoteric
Shastras teach true Kriya Yoga or practical Occultism. \Vhat we see
in the books is either black magic or fragmentary blinds .
. A spiritually minded person often wants .. practising for himself';
to such I would say: .. practise true Brotherhood and ceaselessly work
for others, for that is the true beginning." Unselfish good Kanna is
Karma Yoga, it develops intuition, and then we may select ]I'lana
Yoga or Bhakti Yoga as suits us best. A Bhakti Yogin never goes
into Nirvana; he rises higher and higher, e\'er approaching the Lord,
ever working for the good of the Jh-as who are all his Master's.
KALI PRASANSA MeKHERJI.

F. T.S.

-------I!~~---.
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UT among the serious and learned circle there penetrated-how I
do not remember-a strange mysterious personage. who had the
rare good fortune to please the King.
He was called the Comte de St. Germain. \Vas he a native of the
Indies or France?
A thorough knowledge of all languages. ancient and modern, a
prodigious memory, erudition of which glimpSeS could be caught between the caprices of his conversation. which was always amusing, and
occasionally very engaging, an inexhaustible skill in varying the tone
and subjects of his COII\'erse, in being always fresh and in infusing the
unexpected into the most trivial discourse, made him 'a superb talker.
Sometimes he recounted anecdotes of the court of the Valois, or of
princes still more remote, with such precise accuracy in e\-el)' detail as
almost to create the illusion that he had been an eye-witness of what
he narrated.
He had travelled the whole world over. and the King lent a willing
ear to the narrath'es of his voyages over Asia and Africa. to his tales
about the courts of Russia, Turkey and Austria. He appeared to be
more intimately acquainted with the secrets of each court than the
charges d'affaires of the King.
His recitals were occasionally strewn with humorous characteristics or serious reflections.
1 'From the secret memoirs of Madame la Marquise de Pompadour, collected and
Jules Beaujoint.
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"To entertain any esteem for men. sire," he said one day. "one
must not be either a confessor. a minister, or a lieutenant of police."
"You may as well add, Comte." replied Louis XV., "or a king."
.. Do you know why, sire? Did your majesty see the thick fog
which prevailed yesterday in Paris? Well, the fog which false friends
and ministers cast around a king is thicker still."
The audacity of these ideas was. however, softened by the very
measured tone which he knew how to adopt, and by his absolutely
gentlemanly manners.
The reception accorded to him by the King and the Marquise at
Choisy and Bellevue excited his gratitude.
He enriched the cabinet of the King by his magnificent pictures by
Velasquez and Murillo, and he presented to the Marquise the most
precious and priceless gems-for this singular man passed for being
fabulously rich. and he distributed diamonds and jewels with astonishing liberality.
He dazzled the vulgar by his caskets of jewels and his tortoiseshell boxes studded with diamonds, rubies, topazes, and emeralds.
He pleased the Marquise by his collection of works of art, pictures,
and graven precious stones, as well as his knowledge of men and the
political world. Lastly she liked him because he contributed to the
most cherished and most difficult of her plans-that of counteracting
the emltt; of the King.
This is all that there is ill the memoirs about the Comte. The Marquise must
have destroyed some of her memoirs, for there is in the possession of the writer a
letter written by her. in which she mentions a Comte de St. Leon, contemporaneous.
with the Comte de St. Germain. and who succeeded him at the court of Louis XV.
He also was a mystic, and was possessed of equal power.
S.

B.

SEXTON,

r
I

F.T.S.

!lebitws.
THE BRETHREN OF THE CROSS.!
THIS is a powerfully-written drama in six acts, the subject being
the condemnation and extermination of the Order of the Knight!;
Templars by Philippe Ie Bel. The character of Jaques Bernard de
Molay, the Master of the Order, "is finely portrayed, and the death-scene
is magnificent. The well-known citation of King Philip to appear
before God's throne within a year, and Pope Clement ere the lapse of
forty days, is spoken by the Grand Prior Guido. probably to avoid
breaking the perfect serenity with which Molay meets his death. In
some of the scenes, notably that in Act V, where a certain rite of initiation is gone through, it is difficult to discover whether the writer
really believes that the Temple Order possessed the secret of the
Divine or no; at all events, he makes the pretended successor to Molay
say that the "Templar League, it needs must fall, because it raised the
veil [of knowledge] too prematurely." The translator, on the other
hand, wishes it to be plainly understood that he, at least. has no
sympathy with Theosophy, or "any leaning towards so-called Buddhistic teachings," supposing, as he does, that the Theosophical Society
1 By P. I... Z. Werner, translated from tl:e German by E. A. 1\1.
Covent Garden. p,.,el! 71oIXiVt!'"

I..~wi8.
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is the revived phcenix carefully nursed by the St:\"en who were elected
to guard its ashes, and to perpetuate the mystical doctrine hinted at in
this poem. The poem itself is well worth reading. but it would have
told its own tale without the remarks of the translator, some of which
are decidedly misleading.

E.K.
THE OCCULT SCIENCES. 1
THE full title of this work, "A Compendium of Transcendental
Doctrine and Experiment, embracing an account of Magical Practices:
of Secret Sciences in connection with Magic: of the Professors of
Magical Arts, and of Modern Spiritualism, :\lesmerism and Theosophy," offers a very inl"1ting entertainment for the reader of Theosophical and Occult literature. In a book of some three hundred pages
Mr. A. E. \\'aite puts before us a most informing and useful epitome of
the magic arts and sciences. and, under four well-selected heads, has
takt:'n care to distinguish between theory and practice. In this respect
he has been singularly successful, and the impartial spirit in which the
various schools of occult philosophy have been represented is perhaps
the feature in the work which reflects the greatest credit upon Its
author. This is the more commendable because of the fact that Mr.
Waite's long association with this line of thought has qualified him
to hold strong and definite \'iews in regard to it; yet his book establishes the prefatory statement that he has "checked his indi\'idual
judgments, and modified his indiddual opinions not only by the best
authorities in the literature of the several subjects treated. but by the
collaboration of many Ih'ing writers who an: specialists in distinct
branches of esoteric science."
"Magical Practices." which forms the subject of the first part of
the work, deals with \Vhite and Black Magic. and gives many fonu~ of
evocation of the elements, of demons, of angels, spirits, and the souls
of the dead. As to the origin of the various formulre employed in
these arts, the author says: .. It is the general opi nion of modem occultists that the initiated mystic ne\"er disclosed anything except to his
brother adepts, and that what has transpired in these matters has been
through persons who failed in the process, .but had ad\'anced as far as
a certain point."
Interesting chapters 011 Alchemy, the Elixir of Life, Talismans.
different modes of Divination and Kabalism. form the second part of
this book. The" Professors of the Magical Art" are selected from
among the Mystics, the Rosicrncians and the Freemasons. .. Modem
Phenomena," treated in the last part of the book. are presented ill connection with Mesmerism. Modern Spiritualism. and Theosophy. A
single quotation from the latter section will e\'idence the un biassed
attitude which the writer has sustained throughout his task. He says:
\Vhateyer may be the final \'('rdict of the unbiassed mind conceruing the elidences which support the revelation concerning the philosophical system which it
expounds, and concerning the compensation which It can secure to a "passionate,
bngh t endeavour," the investigator cannot fail to learn much by its study. \\"hethet
it can take him or not into the whole tTllth. it is full of the beauh' of wisd4lm. and
the suggestiveness of profundity, and the brightness of m\'stic dream. I f it has
not transformed the world it has permeated all fonns of thought. It has attracted
some of the most accomplished. the most thoughtful, the 1110st refined in tellects.
It is certainl\' worthy of study, and they are wise who suspend their judgmeut tiII
the time for judgment arrives:

Of necessity no section of this book is exhaustive in its special
province, but as indicating the scope of occult knowledge to which the
earnest reader has access, as well as pointing out the difficulties and
1 I,ondon: Kegan Paul, Trench, Ttilbner and Co., I,lmited.
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dangers that beset the path of one who too early wishes to bring his
knowledge to the test, this candid survey, "expressed in the language
of a learner," is the best popular exposition yet made.
W. R. O.
ANALYSIS OF THEOLOGY.!
THIS work is the con tribution to the" advance thought" literature
of the day, from the pen of Edward Garland Figg, M.D., and though
styled an "Essay contrasting the pretensions of religion and atheism to
scientific truth," is written in the form of a text-book, the arguments
throughout the book being developed in colloquial form. In a short
but pointed preface, the author explains the reason for the appearance
of his book in the following words:
At a period when the Development Theory and its modifications have flooded.
the educated world with atheistical infidelih·. at a period when the talent of the
universities proclaims the moral irresponsibility of man in this world and his
annihilation as to the next-principles which, carried to their logical extreme,
would prove subversive of all social and religious order, it becomes the imperative
duty of all possessinf pretensions to common sense to enlist their efforts in defence
of those fundamenta tenets instinctively existent ill all creeds.

The author forthwith essays to enunciate and to defend some thirty
or more leading propositions, a great many of which are strictly in
accord with the fundamental conceptions of Theosophy. The universality of one basic "element," from which all differentiation arose and
into which all things periodically return, is the first of these propositions; the author claiming for Spirit that distinction. The existence of
Matter as defined by modern metaphysic, is denied. The impressions
produced on the human mind as to the material character of objects
are held to be false. The existence of "a God" is assumed upon the
sentiment of Reid, "That irrespective of rational induction, the teaching of Nature is infallibly true as to its intimations"; and for Mr. Figg
such an existence takes the orthodox form of a He-God, despite the
intimations of Nature to the contrary! The argument for such extracosmic Deity is particularly weak, and the author's questions are more
consistent than his answers, which now seek to establish the being of
"a God" upon instinctive impressions, then upon inductive reason and
science. and finally upon congenital impUlses. In fact, the author
fairly flounders for a foothold, and. so far as the argument goes, it
tends to prove nothing more than the power of the human mind to
create an ideal towards which it can 1110\'e indefinitely, which it does
by an inherent impulse from whatever source implan'ted. The argument from the "infallibility of Nature's intimations" must necessarily
be weak from one who has just demonstrated the proposition that "our
sense-impressions as to the character of material objects are false'"
\Vith the "argument from Design" in respect to Creation, the writer
faces the Adamic Fall (which he admits as a fact) with considerable
pe~lexity, which reveals itself throughout the pages de\'oted to this
subject, He then goes on to demonstrate that the perfection of structure in the world does not exclude the necessity for a constant su:pernatural supervision, owing to contingencies perpetually occurnng,
against which ethical and physical laws cannot protect; all of which
seems to us to imply a very imperfect idea of "perfection" in the mind
of the author, The immateriality of the animal system, and the
priority of existence, in form and function, of all natural faculties, over
the organs in which they afterwards come to act, are argued from
sound physiological principles; and the generation of animal and
vegetable structures independently of gross matter as a nucleus, fonus
!
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the basis of a most interesting dialogue. The permanence of the
memory of physical events throughout successive changes in the evolution of an organism leads to the conclusion that man is a spirit in
possession of a body; the spirit survi,-ing, the body dying septennially.
The nerveless action of life in the physical development of the enlbryo
is also an interesting example of the author's physiological reasoning.
The latter part of the work, which consists of some 550 pages, is devoted to a defence of the scientific teachings of the Hebrew Scriptures,
the inspiration of the Neu' Testament as the word of God to the Christian Church, and the Atonement by the vicarious sacrifice, as a
universal means of unconditioned salvation, etc.; in all of which Mr.
Figg, as an intelligent and advanced Spiritualist, pro\-es to us once
again the flexibility of the laws of logic, and the elasticity of the human
mind in cases where effete dogma is required to coalesce with modern
products of a livelier catholicity. There is, however, very much in Mr.
Figg's book that is worth reading, and it must be conceded that in
the colloquial form adopted the author has 110t spared himself the task
of confntmg some of the strongest arguments that the opponent of his
theory could advance; but whether he has succeeded in this is to our
mind a questionable matter.
W. R. O.

~heo50phi(al
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INDIAN SECTION.
WE are sorry that the notice subjoined below did not reach us in
time for earlier publication. In the absence of the General Secretary,
Bro. Old mailed it at once to all European Branches. Before this
reaches the hands of our readers, the Blavatsky Lodge will have
carried, out. probably in the room from which H. P. B. took her departure, the idea expressed by her in her will, and thrown into graceful
form by the President-Founder.
EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
THEOSOPlIICAL SOCIETY,
PRJo;SIDE:oJT'S OFFICE. ADYAR.

April li'h, 1892 •
WHITE LOTUS DAY.

In her last Will, H. P. Blavatsky expressed the wish that yearly,
on the anniversary of her death, some of her friends "should assemble
at the Headquarters of the Theosophical Society and read a chapt~r
of The L,:t;h, of Asia and [extracts from 1 Bhaga'i:ad Gila;" and since It
is meet that her surviving colleagues Should keep green the memory
of her services to humanitv and her devoted love for our Society, the
undersigned suggests that the anniversary be known among us as
"White Lotus Day," and makes the following Order and recommendation:
1. At Noon, on the 8th May, 1892, and on the same day in each
succeeding year, there will be held a commemorative meeting at the
Headquarters, at which extracts from the before-mentioned works will
be read, and brief addresses made by the Chairman of the meeting and
others who may volunteer.
2. A dole of food will be given, in her name, to the poor fishermen of Adyar and their families.
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3. The T. S. flag will be half-masted from sunrise until sunset, and
the Convention Hall decorated with white lotus flowers or lilies.
4. Members living outside Madras and intending to be present,
can arrange for their food by applying to the Recording Secretary at
least one week in advance.
5. The undersigned recommends to all Sections and Branches
throughout the world to meet henceforth annually on the anniversary
day, and, in some simple, unsectarian, yet dignified way, avoiding all
slavish adulation and empty compliments, express the general feeling
of loving regard for her who brought us the chart of the climbing Path
which leads to tht! summits of KNOWLEDGE.
H. S. OLCOTT,
President of the Theosophical Society.
INDIAN LETTER.
ADY AR, MADRAS.

r-lth APril, r8Q2.
With the thermometer considerably over ninety degrees in the
shade, a certain amount of resolution is necessary to write a Lucifer
letter, or to do any work at all, for the matter of that. The climate
here would hardly suit anyone of a marked psychic or highly metaphysical temperament; the representative of the former gCllus would
feel inclined to seek the solitude of the river bungalow, from which
advantageous position an astral picnic might be satisfactorily arranged,
provided always that the temperature in the plane above is lower than
ours here. The metaphysically inclined Theosophist would probably
seek the cool Oriental Library, and lose himself in one of Shankaracharya's Commentaries. The unfortunate who cannot boast in any
marked degree of the attributes of a natural mystic, or born philosopher, must sit at his desk and weave Indian Theosophical news and
Eastern idylls into a wreath for the acceptance of Lucifer readers.
Our worthy President is upstairs tranquilly wrIting his foreign
mail. As the month advances his tranquillity increases. This is 110t
due, as might be supposed. to any meteorological changes, the lunar
phases, for instance, but simply to the fact that a sufficient number
of interesting articles for the month's Theosophist are now 011 hand.
The editor of the Theosophist has a striking, and at the same time preeminently satisfactory way of obtaining contributions, by confining in
separate rooms, almost under lock and key, certain members of the
staff whose turn it is to supply food for our rapacious magazine. Indeed, it has now become almost a recognized custom that for so many
days in the month a member or members shall be confined "within
barracks," writing an article. "Where is Kotayyu?" one asks, "I
haven't set eyes on him for four days." .. Oh, he is writing his article,"
is the reply. "He will be let out to-morrow, I expect; you cannot see
him to-day, but you can send a message by the person who takes
him his food."
Here is a peep behind the veil of the mysteries of editorship.
Perchance it may mterest the readers of Lucifer, but the dish may
possibly require the customary granum salis.
The Gynankoor Theosophical Society of Seety, following the
example of the League of Theosophical Workers in Europe and Mr.
Tookaram Tatya in Bombay, has instituted a .. charitable fund" for
establishing dispensaries for the poor. Every one must feel sympathy
for this excellent work, especially when they remember how poor most
of our Hindu brethren are.
Charters have been granted to two new Branches, one at Nassick,
close to Bombay, the other at Dehra Dun in the North-West Provinces.
Both these Branches owe their existence to Bertram Keightley's visits.
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The former will ha\"e the benefit of the proximity of the veteran Bombay
Branch. Bertram Keightley, at the time of writing', is at Murtta Cantonment in the North-\Vest Provinces. He has ju~t visited Delhi, Aligarh
and Agra. He writes me that the heat in the north is excessive.
You will know bv this time that we have decided to call the anni·
versary of H. P. B.'s death" White Lotus Dm·... This seems to all of us
a peciiliarly well suited name, the lotus heing par excellence an occult
flower. At Chingleput. a few miles out of !\Iadras, there are many
tanks of white lotuses, and we shall prohahly ohtain a plentiful supply
of these beautiful flowers from a member of the Branch there, to
decorate the hall with on the anni\"ersan' da\'.
Our Berhampore Branch is making' efforts to start a reading-room
and library in connection with the Branch-an admirable plan and
one that deserves every encouragement.
.
The Press work gh'es encouraging results, indeed. I be1i~\"e there
is a better opening here for tltis kind of work than almost anywhere.
So many leading papers are edited by Theosophists. and so many
other editors are friendly, that we ha\"e at our disposal a \"ery large
number of journals. In glancing over the exchanges. I ha\'e often
found as many as five or six journals containing Theosophical news
and articles which ha\'e been supplied from here, and for which we
are mostly indebted to that powerful but mysterY-\'eiled personage.
.. F. T. S." of New York.
We have recently added to the library a complete set of the
"Sacred Books of the East," and also Triibner's "Oriental Series."
Encouraging reports of the Ruddldsl 7iTI S()rit'~l' of India, which
was instituted at Calcutta some weeks ago. reach liS. through Dharmapala. The President is Balm Norendro Xath Sen. There are two
secretaries, one of whom is Hahu Sarat Chandra Das, C.LE., the
famous Tibf.:tan tra\"Cller. The Assistant SecretarY is Mr. Dharmapala. The I "ish uddlti "llu:I;(1, we hear. is now being' edited in Sanskrit
characters. The following works an~ abo being' edited: Sa mati la
Ktita, ~ amana, fluddlla Chari/II, l.allkamlara Slilra, and Jftidlll'amika
Vritli. Bro. Gopalacharlu informs me. with reierence to the lastnamed hook. that it should throw llIuch light on ancient Buddhism,
and remove many of the erroneo:ls id ..:as elttl'rLaincd about the religion
of Shtik"allltlni hv anl'ient Hilldll writers,
Spc'aking o(Oricntal translations n:-minds me that Brother C. R.
Srinivasa Aiyengar, B.A .. who has lately b(,C11 doing useful work for the
American Oriental Department, is now l·11g·;1~~l·<1 011 a translation of
Mar/.:alldt'l'a PII1"I111a, for the "Sacred Books of the East" Series, Prof.
Max Miilicr ha\'ing given his nppw\'al Lo thc work. Bro. S. G. Gopalacharlu is to write the introduction. Two works of Shankarachan'a's are
•
also heing prepared for the Bombay Puhlication Fund.
But the heat waxes fi<:ITer and fiercer. and the droning of the
numerous bees and flies pro1l1ot<:s a Sh:'Q1Y feeling and a desire to bring
my month's notes to a tl'rmination; 1Il0n'O\'l'r with a feeling of alamt
I remember that my letters to thc Path and the "Pacific Coasters" are
still unwritten, anci the clock warus lIle that mail-time is not far
distant.
S. V. E.
CEn,ON LETTER.

(From our tJ7.l'll ctJrl't'spOlldt'tll.j
April, rSq2,
During the last month the Buddhist general public were astir and
busy with fi:li11lJ a large number of Burmese pilgrims and having
triumphal processions. carrying a graft of the well-known bo-tree, under
which Gautalua obtained Buddhahood. The graft was obtained by the
Buddhist monk, Subhuti Thero, from Buddha-Gaya, where he sent a
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number of his countrymen to bring it to Ceylon, with the permission of
the Indian GO\'ernment. \Vhen the delegates arrived with the plant it
was removed in a triumphal procession to the Jayasekara Aramaya
Temple, followed by a large crowd and a long line of women all dressed
in white, and carrying on their heads baskets of sweet-scented flowers
which they took as an offering to the shrine in memory of their great
Master. Much money, time and energy are spent by the Sinhalese
Buddhists ill these meaningless processions, and it is to be hoped that
these religious enthusiasts will soon leave their playthings aside and
turn into sober, healthy Buddhists.
The friends of the Sangamitta Girls' School will be pleased to hear
that that Institution is working splendidly under the supervision of
Mrs. Higgins. This fact was endorsed by two Government school
inspectors. who visited the school recently and congratulated Mrs.
Higgins on the good work she is doing.
:\Ir. Peter de Abrew is working .. the harbour mission" of the
Theosophical Society by visiting the large passenger steamers and
distributing Theosophical literature. Severnl of the floating libraries
ha\'e been supplied with Theosophical books, and hundreds of
pamphlets have been distributed among the passengers bound to all
parts of the world. The harbour mission acknowledges with thanks
the receipt of books, papers. and leaflets from Brothers Fullerton and
Seymour, and Sisters Emma Gates and Marie \Valsh.
SINHALA PVTTRA.

A Word from Jlrs. Higgills.-As the readers of this magazine
already know, I arrived in the" Emerald Island" four months and a,half
ago, "and I feel sure my Theo~phist brothers and sisters would like to
know something about my work in the East. \Vhen I arrived at the
prettily decorated school, when I saw the bright happy faces of the
Sinhalese men, women and children who welcomed me, when I heard
the school children chant a blessing for me. and timidly present
beautiful bouquets of flowers, then I was more than ever convinced
of the fact that I had been sent here to awaken the bright spark of
intellect that lies hidden in the Sinhalese girls. and at once I seemed to
feel at home. Nothing seemed strange to me; the people, as well as
the surroundings, seemed so familiar, that I caught myself thinking a
good many times, "Surely I have been here before." Only lately one
of my teachers exclaimed, when we were out on a "begging expedition" among some of our poorer Sinhalese people: "\Vell, I declare,
Mrs. Higgins, you seem to feel more at home among 111y own people
than I."
My first walk round the school revealed a pretty confused state of
affairs, owing to the insufficiency of experienced workers; it was only
by the exertions of my dear assistant teacher, Miss L. Roberts, an
experienced Sinhalese young lady, and the invaluable assistance
rendered by Mr. Peter de Abrew, that the school had been kept up at
all. I at once tried to secure the services of some more teachers, and
as I did not want any but Buddhists I had to be satisfied with inexperienced ones. I examined all the girls, formed new classes and set
to work with Miss Roberts to frame time-tables. Now full activity
began in all directions. I taught the infant class, as well as the higher
ones, because I had to teach my young teachers how to teach a class.
The number of pupils at first was fifty; it has now increased to seventy.
Daily new ones are coming to fill in the infant class. I have introduced
object lessons, English conversation lessons, drawing, singing and
systematic needlework, and after my four months' teaching and supervision I find great improvement all round, a fact which was endorsed
by the Government school inspectors on a recent visit made 'by them.
The children take an interest in their lessons, and specially their faces
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brighten up when I march them up to the music room. I wish my
readers could hear them sing with sparkling eyes, "Glory to Buddha,"
the first English Buddhist hymn sung in a girls' school. They also
sing some English songs from the American .. First Music Reader."
Two well-known American lady doctors, Mrs. Stockham and Ryder
and Mrs. Wesley Smead, of New York City, who were my guests lately,
expressed their delight over what they saw in the Sangamitta Girls'
School.
Besides the day school there are eight boarders residing with me
on the premises. I have introduced Western discipline in the house
all round, and it was quite hard at first to make my little girls under. stand the necessity of obeying the sound of the big bell, which calls
them at six o'clock in the morning to rise, and at other times to work
or play.
In order to keep up an institution of this kind a considerable
amount of money is needed. The school fees do not vet cover the rent,
and the boarding fees do not cover the household expenses, while the
teachers have to be paid as well as the servants. But as the Sinhalese
are a, comparatively slleaking, poor nation, I appeal to the generosity
of all friends of education to help us as much as they can till the school
is self-supporting, so that the girls of Ceylon may have a chance ?f
being educated in a school where they are not forced to hate theIr
ancestral belief.
Though I came here not only to be the lady principal of the Sang~
mitta School, but also to supervise and found other girls' schools, It
has so far been impossible for me to lea\'e Colombo except on one
occasion, when I addressed a large gathering at Panadura, a seaside
village, where there is a branch of the W. E. S.
As soon as time permits, I will take active measures to further
women's education in the outlying villages.
MARIE MUSAEUS HIGGINS, F.T.S.
SANGAMITTA GIRLS' SCHOOL,
MARADANA, COLOMBO, CEYLON.

April ;th,

ISO.?

A Plea.-The Sangamitta Girls' School is flourishing as rega~s
the work that is being done under the able guidance of Mrs. r.iane
Higgins, but the need of funds is greater than ever before, on aCCOU?J
of the additional burden of a rent of £60 per annum. This was pal
last year by a Sinhalese lady who undertook it for the first t,,-elve
months, but now Mrs. Higgins and her staff have to go from house to
house to beg for the money, the school fees being too small to cover
this heavy expense. It is heartrending to think of these devoted
women, after a hard day's work in school, being drh'en to such a ne~es·
sity, especially when we remember that Mrs. Higgins gives her ser'1ces
gratis, without fee or reward. I am, therefore, going to ask e,'eI'Y
reader of Lucijl'r to send me a trifle (that is, everyone who ca llnot
afford a large sum) so that I may be able to send to Mr. de AbrelV,
who receives money in trust for the school, at least half a year's rent
next month; I sincerely trust that I shall not ask in vain. How (e'" of
us do what Mrs. Higgins is doing in the name of Theosophy! Let u~
therefore relieve her from the necessity of begging. Remember th~
the Sangamitta School was founded bv H. P. B., and that the Woman 5
~ovement in Ceylon depends greatly -for its success 011 the support
gIve to the school. The women of Ceylon have a better chance tba t
those in India, for the conditions of life are freer, and they are no
subject to caste regulations. So let us help them all we can ..
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Subscriptions sent to me will be acknowledged in Lucifer, and
forwarded at once to Colombo.
E. KISLINGBURY, Treasurer /0 W. E. S. of Ceylon.
CONTRIBUTIONS LATELY RECEIVED.
Honourable Mrs. Malcolm
Mr. O. K. Kramer
Miss B. Wakefield

E.K.

£ s.
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0
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0
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0

0

0
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EUROPEAN SECTION.
ENGLAND.

Blava/sky Lodge.-At the Thursday meetings lectures have been
delivered during the month by Annie Besant on "Sympneumata," by
W. R. Old on "Zodiacal Symbols." and two by Herbert Burrows on the
.. Light of Asia." The Saturday meetings for members only are fairly
well attended, and are found very useful by those who are really willing
to study; the discussion of knotty points is well taken up, and the
meetings seem to answer the object with which they were started-the
serious study of Theosophical teachings.
The Sunday evening South Place course of lectures is not being
very well attended. It is proposed that the lectures shall be ultimately
published in book form, so as to reach a wider public than that to which
they are being delivered.
The H. P. B. Press is being kept fully at work. A very big edition
of Nigk/mare Tales is nearly through. and will, we hope, be on sale by
the middle of June. A most interesting Russian book of H. P. Blavatsky, entitled Ca'l!es and Jutlgles of Hindus/all. has been translated by her
niece, Mrs. Vera Johnston, and will be published very shortly. Few of
H. P. Blavatskv's admirers will care to be without these books. A
library edition of Tke Voice of/he Silence, uniform in size with the Secret
Doctrine, on heavy paper, With wide margins, will also be issued before
very long. A second edition of the Seven Principles of Man has also been
printed, and is now on sale. So we cannot say that the H.P.B. Press
does not justify its existence, especially when we remember that
Lucifer, Vahan, and two numbers of the T. P. S. are printed and issued
by It every month. to say nothing of lecture syllabuses, notices of
meetings, and the numerous "small jobs" demanded by the insatiable
Secretary's office.
Our General Secretary is busy on the other side of the sea. He has
had good meetings at Brooklyn, Harlem, and New York. and has had
the pleasure of a long chat with H. P. B.'s old friend, Dr. Wilder, in
whom he finds a brother "mystical book-worm."
Annie Besant has lectured during the past month at Hastings,
Frome, Eastbourne, Bromley. and South Place Institute. Lectures are
arranged as follows: May 16th, Croydon; 22nd, South Place: 23rd,
Woolwich. June lIth, Walsall; 12th, Birmingham (three times); 13th,
Dudlev.
Of the South Place course there remain: May 15th, "Theosophy
and Religion," Herbert Burrows; May 22nd, "Theosophy and Ethics,"
Annie Besant; }Iay 29th, "Theosophy and Modern Progress," Herbert
Burrows. The lectures commence at 7.30 each evening. Admission
by payment at the doors; body of hall, IS.; gallery, 6d.
League of Theosophical H''Orkers.-Mrs. Marshall, Chairman of the
Creche Committee, writes: "Subscribers to the Creche fund will be
glad to hear that, after many and various disappointments and failures
to find a suitable house, one has at last been found and taken at 67, St.
John's Wood Terrace."
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Earf s Cotlrt Lod,t(e.-A library has been opened under the management of Mrs. Allen, at 3a, The Mansions, Earl's Court. The weekly
meetings, on Sundays at 8.30 P.M., are held at 23, Scarsdale Studios,
Stratford Road.
The Boumemouth Class has nearly completed its study of the
Kc.y to Thcosoph)·,' after which it is proposed to pass to the SCI.'t'Il PrilldPlcs of If{all, and then to the Seat! Doelrille. Mrs. Annie Besant's
lecture in Febntary interested a great many people, a few of whom
have joined the Society and the class. Papers on the following subjects have been prepared by members of the class :-" Symbology,"
"The Seven Principles," "Karma," "The Logos," "The Cross."
H. S. GREEX, HOll. SL·C.
Jlallchestrr Dis/del.-A meeting of unattached members and friends
was held at Withington, near ~Ianchester, on April 26th, at which it
was unanimously decided to hold weekly meetings for study and discussion, but not to form a branch at present. Dr. Guest, President of the
Manchester Lodge. suggested that the class should form a section of the
Manchester and Salford Branch: and this was generally approwd by the
meeting as being probably a suitable course to take at some future time.
IRELAXD.

The Dublin Lodge held a very successful conversazione on Thursday evening. the 21St of April: the large rooms on the drawing-room
floor, which were nicely decorated, were well filled. Everybody went
away pleased; and one result is the definite starting of a new centre on
the north side of Dublin, a scheme which has been in embryo for some
months. A meeting to arrange working details was held on April 27th
at 194, Clonliffe Road, the hOllse of our Bro. Coates. which is likely to
be the headquarters of the new centre. Several members of the original
lodge will doubtless cooperate in order to assist in starting it. Interest
in Theosophy is expressed by outsiders, who continue to enquire for
literature.
S PAIX.
Barcelolla.-Actil'itv is the order of the da\' here. The last monthly
meeting took place on 'Sunday, 24th ult., and' excited much interest in
all who took part in it. The lecturer, Bro. Montoliu, spoke as usual
with that conviction, assurance. and knowledge of the subjects he
treats, which have gained for him many admirers. He dealt with the
Stanzas of the Secret Doelrille which bear upon cosmogony, and although
the subject was a difficult and deeply metaphysical one, it was listened
to with marked interest bv manv. \Ve have received excellent news of
Theosophical interest in' Mexico, and some important orders for our
literature have been recei\'ed, the demand during the present month
being sensibly increased.
1lfadrid.-The movement here has grown during the last two
months. The propaganda has extended, and among certain classes
has begun to create an arpreciable interest in Theosophical t1eachings,
or at least a sentiment 0 curiosity, which did not exist here until now.
Several works are in process of translation, and will certainly produce
fruitful results; these are W. R. Old's What is Tkt'OSophy? by Bro.
Jose Melian; E. M. Bowden's Imitation of Buddha, by Bro. Friviiio;
and H. P. B.'s Gems from thi' East, by Bro. Villalobos. The Kry 10
Theosophy is finished and will be at once published at Madrid. A
strong sympathy towards Buddhism is evident among a larg1e number
of our brothers, a feeling induced by a growin~ knowled~:e of the
nobility of Gautama Buddha, and the pure morahty of his teachings.
I am happy to testify to the zeal, activity, and tmly Theosophical
spirit that moves the Spanish group. Can we, under such condttions,
have any doubt as to the future?
VINA.
Barce/on4.
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THE
THEOSOPHIST, for
April, contains the conclusion of
"My Hypnotic Research in France."
by Colonel Olcott. A foot-note to
the title informs us that on account
of the missing trunk containing
the Colonel's notes ha'\'ing turned
up, he had decided to conclude
this subject hefore resuming his.
to us, most interesting historical
retrospect of the Theosophical Society. \Vith the article on hypnotic research before lIS we can
only be glad that the yaluable
memoranda were recovered, for
the narrative is rendered exceptionally useful to the student of
hypnotism by a large amount of
exact detail that could not otherwise have been given as a record
of impressions and observations
made on the spot. A sketch of
the difference that lies between
the theories of the two great French
schools of hypnotbm. headed by
Charcot and Liebault respecth'ely,
leads up to a graphic description
of the Colonel's visit to Nancy,
where, under the escort of Dr.
Bernheim. he was introduced to
the faculty of the Hopital Civil,
and witnessed manv marvellous
illustrations of the hypnotic power
possessed by Professor Bernheim,
of whom the Colonel gives an interesting character sketch. The
recorded experiments, all carried
out upon the theory of suggestion,
point strongly to the conclusion
that, of the two theories held bv
the rival schools, that promulgated
by Liebault, and practised at
Nancy, is the correct one. A brief
history of the growth of the latter
school is followed by an account
of a visit paid to Dr. Liebault at
his house, and the Colonel's description of the veteran hypnotist
is most prepossessing. As a re-

cord of facts deeply interesting to
the student of psychology this
article will be valued, and should
be read bv all. And we trust the
illustratiol1s given will impress on
the mind of the reader the extreme
danger of practising hypnotic experiment, and the wrong inflicted
on the hypnotized. The editorial
is followed b,' a continnation of
the" Secret Doctrine" ontline, by
C. J., which will doubtless prove
as helpful and suggestive to the
readers of the Theosophist as it has
to those who ha\'e studied it in our
own pages. Two members of the
Kumbakonam Theosophical Society contribute a translation of
the Amrita-Ncida Upanishad of
the Krish1za- Yajur Veda. In this
UPanishad we are introduced once
more to the methods of Pranayama
for the attainment of Dharana,
Tarka and Sama.dhi successively.
But, as has so often been said in
Theosophical
literature, these
methods when taken literally, and
followed out in practice, are, if not
directly harmful and subversive of
the eutis aimed at, at least nothing
more than a means of disposing
the body to admit of the greater
freedom of the mind, which after
all is that which aI/aim. This
appears evident from the text:
The wise . . . . having ascended
the car of Om with Vishnu (the Higher
Self) as the charioteer, one wishing to
go to the seat of Brahma-Ioka . . .
should go in the chariot as long as he
(can) stay in it (or needs it). Reaching
the place of the Lord of the car of the
nature of bliss and above speech and
mind, he then journeys on, giving up
the car.

Here, then, it is evident that
the car is the body, propelled by
the horses or pranas, the driver
being Manas; and the necessity
for the body, in all the perfection
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of its parts, is evident up to a certain stage of the journey, in fact
until "the place of the Lord of
the car" is reached. The danger
of Prlinaylima or other practical
methods lies in the fact that both
car and tabernacle may be broken
up before their legitimate uses are
exhausted. A translation of the
Kali-Salllha'rana Upanishad, illustrating the means whereby
Narada might cross the Kali
(yuga), follows the aforesaid
Upaniskad.
Some useful notes
are appended by the authors of the
translation. "A Car Festival of
Shiva," by Anna Ballard, gives an
interesting account of a modern
representation of this ancient festival, which took place not far
from the Headquarters on the 10th
of March, and contains some pleasing allusions to the various deities
and their attendants, represented
in the pageant.
It suggests
thoughts of scenes and incidents
now all but estranged from the
memories of Shiva's modern devotees, scenes which, in this age,
seem almost impossible of true
representation. .. Elohistic Mysteries," by Dr. Pratt, is continued
in the present number, and deals
chiefly with the Elohistic conception of "dissolution." Our Bro.
Sydney Edge contributes an
article on .. Another Calculating
Prodigy," in which the occult
basis of the mental performances
of Inaudi is discussed with much
lucidity. Certainly Inaudi's results are marvellous, though not
zmkeard of! "The Indian Doctrine of ReIncarnation," by S. E.
Gopala Charlu, is commenced in
the present number, and deals
more particularly with the representatIOn of this doctrine in European literature, showing in what
great degree various writers upon
the antiquity of this doctrine differ
among themselves. We join with
the editor in his remark that .. all
would do well to read this excellent essay. For they will thus be
able when reading, lecturing, or
talking about the doctrine of reincarnation, to see and make others
understand its immense antiquity."

.. Last Words about the Cunning
Man," is an article by C. Sambiah,
F.T.S., setting forth the evidence
for the strange thought-reading
powers of Govinda Chetty. To
this is appended the letter of Mr.
L. C. Williams, B.A., which adduces more evidence to the same
effect. "Cosmogenesis," from a
Tamil book, with notes by S. E. G.,
is a translation of the Na1.'aneeiasara, and should be well read by
all Secret Doc/rille students, as it
contains the pure Vedlintin teachings on this subject. Mr. Fran'Yois
Flamel will be doing a good work
for Theosophy by continuing his
translations of the Tamil works
which are so abundant in that direction. The number concludes
with an article on "Siberian
Buddhism:' by H. S. O.
THE PATH, for April, appears
in a new coat, a very fitting commemoration of its entering upon a
seventh year of public work in our
good cause. On a stately fa~de of
E~yptian structure, such as one
mIght see on approach to the temple
of Isis at Dendara, or that of Thotmes at Thebes, is represented the
winged Ouph, the "Nile asps" and
"globe," beneath which in relief is
inscribed the dedication of the
magazine. Through the gateway,
which consists of two tiers of six
stones each, spanned by a seventh
with its capital, the "path" reaches
away to where in the great distance
those temple'> of Initiation, the
Pyramids, appear half-veiled in the
sheen of sand and sun. " Se\·en
Steps Forward" is the title of a
brief introduction to the new year
of the Path. Pithily written too it
is. The conclusion of ., Professor
Dean's Consultations," by M. J.
Barnett, adds an element of playful
interest to the pages. "Theosophical Symbols," by Bro. William Q.
Judge, is a 11Iost interesting treatment of the insignia of the Theosophical Society, and a feature not
to be o\"erlooked is the illustration
of this article by se\"eral woodcuts.
The subject will doubtless prove
an interesting one to all Theosophists, who should make it a
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matter of duty to be informed as
to the antecedents of the various
symbols used by the Theosophical
Society. The fact that there are
many imitations of them in use
among the parasites of Occultism,
urges this.
In "Metaphysical
Healing Once More," by one who
has tried it, to wit the author, Ellice
Kortright enters the field in support of the Theosophical position
1D regard to mental healing, and
from a practical experience of the
art, and full knowledge of all the
principles involved, comes to the
conclusion that "the Path's Editor
is in nowise unfair to either the
body of teaching known as Metaphysical Healing, or to its defenders
and practitioners." Thisconc1usion,
which is valuable as coming from
one having the high authority of
experience, is the most satisfactory
justification that could be made;
and the author deals somewhat
exhaustively with the various tenet~
of the" Mind-Cure" cult, showing
by clear-cut argument that in this
matter as in so many others of
modern repute, "the end (when
fully seen) does not justify the
means," and that individual Karma
can at best only be thrown back
for future and more terrible expression in this or a subsequent
life, by the hypnotic suggestion of
the Mental Healer. "The Seven
Principles" is a thoughtful contribution by Alexander Fullerton,
which approaches this subject
from a prospective standpoint, i.e.,
from the pomt of view of the final
cause, end or aim of man's evolution. For the purpose of attaining
knowledge upon all planes of
existence, the pure spiritual being
is made to come by way of intuition, reason, and sensation, into
relations with the worlds of principles, causes, and effects, forming
for itself, by a gradual process of
reflection, the necessary links by
which contact with, and rapport
between, these various planes of
existence may be effected. First
we have pure Spirit on the one
hand and gross Matter on the
other, and the problem which
presents itself is how to bridge

over the intervening five states of
existence, so as to bring Spirit into
conscious relations with its antipodes. This problem is worked
out in a simple but forcible manner; and then thejrOCess of dissolution is touche upon by the
writer, showing for what reasons
certain of the principles are discarded, while others are retained
by the Divine Spark in close association until the next rebirth.
An important notice to Theosophists appears under title of .. The
Light of Egypt," in which the exploiting of a book of this name by
T. H. Burgoyne, as the work of an
.. Initiate," is treated with the censure it deserves. As the Path
rightly observes, "no instructed
Theosophist should need the assurance that Initiates do not proclaim
themselves such," and in this case
where the antecedents of the author
are so well known, to those in
England, and Leeds especially, the
assumed title is extremely infelicitous! The work is rightly denounced as an impudent fraud.
"Tea Table Talk" introduces a
new character by the name of
Ajax, one who "has no ideas" but
has" seen" things at a st'tuue, and
who finally gets ousted from his
"diggings" by a certain George
Jackson of "the other side," a
spook, in short, of athletic tendencies which, on a night memorable
to Ajax, resolved themselves into
a hand-to-hand scuffie, from which
the questionable shape only
emerged by the very "shady" process of resolving into its more
ethereal elements! The Tea-Table,
always chatty, s0I11etimes points a
sound moral teaching, as here.
PAUSES, No.8, Vol. I., for
April, opens with a most inspiring
article entitled "The Time is
Short," reproduced from the pages
of Lucifer. "The Path to Happines~" is a reprint of a bright article,
followed by a "Study of Poetry
from the Theosophical Standpoint"; and the "Theosophical
Society'S Claim 011 the World,"
all of which are useful selections
dealing with important matters.
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"Letters to Young India" ought
to be read by Young England too,
for C. R. Srinh'asayangar has a
message for us all, and one that
he proclaims with much vigour
and decision: Other reprints from
Tolstoi and Emerson haye place.
and a well-\'oiced exhortation
under the title of .. Brotherhood"
closes this number of our ust:ful
coadjutor.
THE SPHI~X reappeared in
March with its programme somewhat extended. The Editor, Dr.
Hitbbe-Schleiden, tells us in his
introductory leader, that his aim is
to make this magazine, which has
already secured a good circulation
among the educated classes. more
generally popular and widely read.
\\'ith this end in view, he proddes
a more \'aried table of contents,
including tales, poems, and illustrations of a superior order. In his
chief article the editor sets forth
the doctrine of ReIncarnation as
the only rationale of the unh'ersal
striving after perfection which lies
at the base of all religions. and
brings various quotations from the
greatest German writers and poets,
Goethe, Schiller, Lessing and
others, to strengthen his argument.
Karl Kiesewetter contributes an
article, completed in the April
number, on the historical personality of Faust, which seems as
difficult to establish as some English
and American critics find that of
Shakespeare. A serial tale, "Towards the Daylight," by Eva von
Arnim, with a Buddhistically-inclined hero and a Theosophicallyinclined heroine, provides for the
lovers of the sentimental; a certain
precocious "\Villi," in the April
number, argues with his mother
about the angels, and bids fair to
be a rival to the "Pillakatuka"
child of the Path .. facing the same
page is a delightfully-drawn sketch
of a girl carrying her youn~er
sister under one arm, while WIth
the left hand she tries to hold
steadily a pot of m ilk, over the edge
of which, many degrees out of the
horizontal, the contents are slowly
trickling on to the floor; below is

the legend, .. No man can serve two
masters." To return to the serious
articles, Dr. Karl du Prel writes in
two instalments on the "Science of
the Soul, from the Standpoint of
Occult Teaching"; he shows the importance of the study of psychulogy.
and that not e\'en the so-called
exact sciences can be rightly understood without it, for man himself
is the epitome and the explanation
of the whole external world; our
need, therefore, is for a true science
of psychology, that which at present
bears the name being not only insufficient, but utterly beside the mark.
Dr. du Prel gh'es some hints as to
the lines on which this stud" should
be pursued, and shows how near
the truth was the Dualism of Kant,
and how thoroughly he has been
misunderstood. The whole article
is well worth" of attentive study,
There are se,'eral other readabie
papers in these two numbers of the
SPIli1lx, but space permits the
mention of only one more, "The
Inner \Vord," by Johannes Tennhardt, who died in 1720, This remarkable chapter. which is in the
form of a catechism, is an extract
from a larger work of the author,
and might well be used as a basis
for a Sl11nmary of mystical teaching.
"ThOll Shalt Not Kill" is the title
ot a paper by Ernst Hallier, devoted
to the furtherance of kindness to
the animal world, and ornamented
by a charming sketch of a child
embracing a stag.
THE
PACIFIC
THEOSOPHIST for March contains a reprint of Annie Besant's In D~
fmC( of Theosoph_v. The editorial
notes, good in spirit and concrete
of thought, yet need reediting in
some important respects. Dhagavad Gila is called "Baragad Gita,"
and in the same paragraph we are
told that in the matter of duty
.. Kama will arrange the matter for
you" ! Karma is evidently intended here. Some well-worded
tributes to Colonel Olcott, and the
opinion of Sir Edwin Arnold upon
Theosophy, are items of interest
that all should read.
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THE NEW CALIFORNIAN
for March-Aprii is quite equal to
its pre,·ious issues.
In "Theosophic Concepts of Life and Death,"
Dr. Jerome A. Anderson, F.T.S.,
discusses the principle of life in the
protoJ;>lasm, and its cyclic impulse
In this and other forms of life;
extending the application of the
protoplasmic and cell-life to the
Theosophic conception of the
Manvantara.
Further analogies
are drawn from the phenomena of
sleep, in relation to death in the
least and greatest forms of life,
It:ading up from the atrophy of a
single cell to the Mah!i-pralaya,
and demonstrating in very clear
stYle that the c,·c1ic law is inherent
in- life itself, alid hence obtaining
throughout the universe of worlds.
Some useful facts of a physiological
nature arc a:ld uced to disprove the
materialistic hypothesis of consciousness as a by-product ofliving
matter, and that of intelligence as
the result of brain-cell vibration.
Dr. Ander~on approaches this wide
subject in his usual lucid and
thorough style, and with a full
sense of the vastness of its scope
a nd the sanctity of its mysteries .
.. When the Crass !'hall Cover Me"
is a well-set and somewhat pathetic
poem, which fails by the identification of the soul that" was kind and
true'· in life, with that mortal part
over which the grass grows. "The
Arraignment of Orthodoxy" is a
reprint of Colonel Ingersoll's writing in the New York E. T. "The
Necessity for Rc·incarnation" is a
reprint of a pamphlet that has done
an immense amount of good work
here, and is evidently appreciated
by all. "Consciousness," by Ceo.
P. Keeney, is a very suitable and
well-composed corollary to the
article by Dr. Anderson mentioned
above, and, as far as it goes, places
the question as to the priority of
mind or matter in a clear form.
The contradictions of modern
science in the treatment of this
important subject are hrought forward in a very forcible manner,
and the writer pertinently asks
.. upon what facts" does science
base the conclusion that the dbra-
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tion of the brain cells antecedes
thought and emotion in the same
way that it precedes sensation?
The perplexities of science on this
question of consciousness are
quoted, displaying a scientific conception of man as "a conscious
automaton endowed with freewill" I-an anomaly which Theosophy can only laugh at. The
paper is to be continued and should
prove very informing to the readers
of the journal. "The Kabala and
Ancient and Modern Kabalists,"
by Dr. Danziger, is an account of
Hebrew Theosophy in its past and
present aspects, briefly and carefully written. . The " Editorial
Comments" are chiefly concerned
with the conclusions of the wellknown Californian scientist and
mathematician, Father Joseph
Bayma, regarding supersensuous
states of matter, and wIth the overtures of the clergy to Jay Gould.
When speaking of the duty of
generosity and the dangers of selfishness that beset the rich, one of
the clergy at a recent meeting in
San Francisco closed with an
apology for "venturing to treat of
such a subject in such a presence" !
The leading daily of San Francisco
appears to have "gone" for the
said shepherd in a column of
"biting sarcasm"; and the editor
of the New CaNfomiall ejaculates,
"Shades of burning Bruno, how
the • glory has departed from
Israel'! "
THE SAN~IARCA BODHINI
continues its useful work in the
Anglo-Telugu world. An exceedingly interesting article on Lord
Buddha amI Sri Shankaracharva
contrasts the different methods -of
thought and teaching that were
adopted by these two great teachers,
and the question of authority for
representation of their teachings is
discussed. .. Indian Arts" is a subject that will please the champions
of Hindu antiquities. It is important as showing the extcnt to
which national prejudice may be
carried e,·en in such presumably
scientific fields as that of archreology. Greece and Rome are put
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forward before India, and naturally
the Hindus, who know better, object to this. "Of all an~ient nations . . . . onl" IndIa, Babylonia, Egypt and China, can ~e
admitterl within the arena of dIspute. Greece copied E~ypt. Rome
borrowed from Greece." Yet Dr.
Oppert contends that Ind~a copied
Greece! The Cashmere gIrls make
shawls of ~oo distinct shades of
yellow, which no European can
distinguish between. Are we to
suppose this proves that the art of
dyeltl!t was introduced into India
from Europe? "Theosophy and
Reli~ions" is an able artide showing the basic nature of Theosophy
in the origin and growth of all
n:ligions.
BRANCH WORK PAPERS.
No. 15 of the Indian Section contains a reprint of that e\'er-us~ful
article by H. P. B., "OccultIsm
,'erslts the Occult Arts." This is
followed by a paper entitled the
"True TheosophIst," by N. C.,
which endeavours to point out
what is essential and what nonessential in the nature of thiilgs,
enforcing the fact that the internal
is the essential and therefore the
true nature, which for that reason
ought to be studied.
THE PRASNOTTARA, Vol.
II .. No. 15, is accompanied by an
index of contents for the past year,
which will be vcr\, serdceable. In
reply to the question as to whether
all Karma, good and bad, must
find effect in our lives, or whether
one may not offset· the other,
J. D. B. answers that !tood Karma
is related to the Higher Manas,
bad to the lower, and these having
"lodgment and action on different
planes of man's conscious being,"
they are related as are these aspects
of Manas, "but not therefore interchangeable or as offsets." He concludes:
It would seem, therefore, that no offset. exchange, or compromise can occur.
but that good to good, evil to e,;l must
hold throughout; otherwise, we have to
admit the perpetuity of evil and its equation with good. The good, the true,
and the divine are one and eternal,

while e,;l is Mayd. reajly non-existent,
and the cause of suffenng. It can only
be killed by non, use and patient endurance of its rewards.

\Ve are aware that man\' Theosophists hold a contrary ,riew, and
the postulation of good as a positive quantity and evil as its negation, "reali" non-existent," has a
questionabfe si~nificance when the
former are uniformly referred to
the Hi!ther ~fanas, and the latter
to the lower: for the question is
asked from the standpoint of the
lower Manas. and if "to cease from
evil" means the non-use of the
non-existent, and "to get virtue"
means ceasin~ from all action on
this plane, conclusions to which
the above answer would lead us,
then the effort of life becomes farcical. at least from the standpoint
of the personal Ego, or lower
~Ianas.
\\'ould it not be better
to take the Sead Doclrillc view of
this question. and to regard both
!tood and evil as aspects of the
One Eternal Verity, since from
whate\'er standpoint we regard
them the\' exist on 1\' in relation
to one ali other. and -short of the
absolute, "X othing endures; fair
virtues fade with time, foul sins
grow purged thereby," T. A. V.
has some interesting views on the
influence of freewill upon the result of past Karma. The most interesting question. and that which
meets with the briefest answer, is,
.. Do the Vedas teach re'incarnation?" N. D. K. replies that according to the late Professor Goldstiicker, the only passage that has
been adduced is that in Rig Vl'da,
hymn i, verse 32, which runs as
follows: He who has made (this
state of thin!ts) does 110t comprehend it; he who has beheld it, has
it also verily hidden (from him),
he, whilst yet enveloped in his
mother's womb, is subject to many
births and has entered upon e~;l.
"But the word of the text, balm
p1'ajas, rendered by Wilson according to the commentator, 'is subject
to many births,' may also mean
'has many offsprings,' or 'has
many children'; and as the latter
sense is the more literal and usual
sense of the word, whereas the
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former is artificial, no conclusion
whatever regarding the doctrine
of transmigration can safely be
founded on it." Varied and interesting answers are made upon the
point as to the modern increase of
population in relation to the Devachanic period-a question that has
always an interest for Theosophic
students .
LE LOTUS BLEr. ~o. 2 of the
third year. opens with a translation of Wm. Q. Judge's Epitomc d
Thcosophical Teachillgs, by ~1. A. d.
Philadelphe contributes a very
luminous article on Karma, enforcing the idea of moral responsibility in the various relationships
of life. This is followed bv a
pleasing little monograph upon
the Astral Light, which regards
the stars as objecth'ized centres of
a ,'ast and insensible field of light,
to whose vibrations we are subject
quite as much as to the visible
radiations. Under the head of
"Occult Psychology," "Le )Ioi,"
is treated bv Gu\'miot, the basic
identity of' human existence is
supported, and the illusion of
separateness traced to regarding

'O)ur

the mental and physical Upadhis
as constituting for the Ego a permanent and distinct entity. In
last analysis, whether on the physical or mental planes of existence,
all men are shown to be identical.
The paper is a good one, and suggestive of much careful thought.
"Why ought we to be Brothers?"
is the title of a lengthy essay by
Amara\'ella, replete with close and
weighty argument, and finished
with that freedom of diction and
fulness of feeling that characterize
this well-known writer. The translation of The At'!' to Theosoph J' is
continued, and the "Theosophic
Tribune" deals with some useful
questions.
LA BASE ESOTERICA DEL
CRISTIAKIS~IO is the title of
the Spanish edition of Bro. \Vm.
Kingsland's well-known work,
which in its newly-acquired form
will do as much good among
Christians of the Spanish world,
we hope. as it has done here in
the onginal. The publication is
neatly bound and well printed.
Our hard-working "Nemo" is responsible for the translation.
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E present our readers with the Theosophical Society, Mr. R.
a facsimile of the picture ~fachel\, a personal friend of
on the co,'er of J\'if!,Jllmar( H. P. B. He has also contributed
Tales, designed by a lIIein ber of tu the forthcoming book an iIlus-

tratioll-representing H . P. B. as
she was listt:ning' to the story of a
Bewitched Life as told by a Quill
Pen-and some clever tailpieces,
consisting of Japanese monsters of
indescribable curliness.
The fi,'e stories gi,'en in this
little "olume will place their writer
high among the tellers of tales.
There are plenty of .. Shilling
-

- - --

Dreadfuls," with poorly conceived
and wretchedly t:xecuted plots;
but we do J~ot often meet a writer
who starts with a basis of knowledge of the strange world wherein
elementals of al1 kinds disport
themseh'es, and who lifts for her
readers a corner of the "eil that
hides that world from their eyes.
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