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\\-here a n y  article or statement has the author 's name attached, he  alone is responsible, 
and for those which are  unsigned the Editor will be accountable. 

THE REAL BASIS OF ASTROLOGY. 

I S attempting- to arrive at any philosophical explanation of As- 
trology i t  will be necessary for us to regard the solar system 

in several aspects. If, for instance, we were to consider the sun 
in a purely physical sense, we should find him to be the source of 
life and heat. H e  might also be conceived as the parent of the 
planets that lie within his circle of attraction, inasmuch as they 
are supposed to have originally sprung from him, according to the 
con~monly-accepted Sebular Hypothesis. But having proceeded 
thns far, we have come to the end of knowledge regarding the 
Sun's properties so far  as defined by astronomical science. In the 
same way taking up Saturn, Jupiter, and the other planets, we 
find that they have no relation with each other except such as is 
expressed by the general law of attraction. Astronomy is thus 
seen to be limited in its scope to the physical or the material 
aspect of the planetary bodies. 

ASTROLOGY A HIGHER ASPECT. 

But is this all ? Is there nothing beyond ? May we not by 
careful study and analysis discover some elements existing in the 
sun and his satellites which are not recognized by materialistic 
science, and which may throw some light upon the proble~ns of 
planetary existence? The ancients thought so, and the oldest 
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science known and taugllt among men was the science of astrology. 
Just how far they reasoned out the rules gover~l ing the nlovernents 
ancl influe~lces of the planets we cannot tell. That  part of :istrol- 
ogy has never been divulged, being probably retained as 5oIne- 
thing occult and pertaining to advanced initiation. TYllat they 
did transmit was merely a set of empirical rules and stntenlents 
which were essentially esoteric. Perhaps it was just as well, 3s in 
this Kaliyuga of physical science astrology was bouncl to be neg- 
ieFtec1, and sneered at, and clenounced in any event, whether it:, 
rationale was rel-ealed or kept secret. There has, however, been 
pnblished one book in recent years wherein ;Ire given many hints 
ancl suggestions bj- which any student, if so inclined, might d c ~  
much towards reconstructing the science of astrology and placing 
it  upon a basis of reason instead, as it is now, of empiricism. I 
refer, of course, to the St'-?-et Docti-iue. 

MICROCOSMIC ANALOGY. 

In  all speculative inquiries, ~vhe ther  in the field of phj-sics or- 
metaphysics, there is no argument which appeals to reason more 
forcibly than that of analogy. ' *  As above, so below." This 
phrase expresses the intimate relation and correlation between 
microcosm and macrocosm. I>o we not recognize the fnFt that 
law and order permeate the ~rniverse ? Stuctents of o c c ~ ~ l t i s n ~  
learn as one of their earliest lessons that )Ian is el-er to be regarded 
as the microcosm and external Nature the macrocosm, or, in otllcs 
words, that the same general l a~vs  or tendencies governing man- 
kind are also exhibited in the nat~ural world. This analogy being 
once clearly established, i t  is comparatively easy to understand 
that the planets and the Sun, like Alan, may have a manifold con- 
stitution, acd may be regarded in many different aspeccts. The 
astronomical vie~v is manifestly the lo~~res t ,  as it conlprises only 
their physical or material attributes. 

PLANETS VARIOUSLY DEVELOPED. 

Let us take as a starting-point, therefore, the well-kno~vn seven 
principles of Man. These may doubtless be applied to each of the 
planets. A t  first sight, this may seem perplexing and difficult to 
prove, a t  least in its entiretj-. Where, it may be  asked, is the 
Atma or the Astral body of Saturn, for instance ? This is a ques- 
tion that would be very hard to answer without a key. Fortu- 
nately that key is at  hand. I t  is as follows : that while all of the  
seven principles are inherent in each planet, they maj- and probn- 
bly do have different degrees of del-elopment. We know that in 
the stone and the plant and the animal these sel-en principles 



r S ~ 1 . 1  REAL BASIS OF ASTRC)LC)C;I'. - 1 3  - 
exist, though partly latent. In the animal kingdom, for instance, 
only the four lower principles have as yet found expression, the 
others remaining in abeyance or undeveloped. So, with the plan- 
ets, it may be that only a partial development has as yet been at- 
tained in some, wllile others have reached a higher stage. This 
supposition is doubtless hypothetical, and of course cannot be 
proven by any appeal to the five senses ; yet analogically it is e s -  
treinely reasonable and nlore than probable. If it is so, and if 
the seven planets possess higher attributes distributed among 
them in varying degrees, then we can begin to understand, or, at 
;in>- sate, obtain an inkling of, the real basis of astrology. 

O R I G I N  O F  THE ZODIAC. 

Tieference has been made to the Sun as the parent of his 
s;~tel:ites. This is explained by the Xebular Hypothesis. It  has 
1)een shown by Madame Blavatskj- in the ,S'ecret Doctrilze (1-01. I ,  

lmge 588) that the Xebular Hyl~othesis is a theorj- which only 
partially accounts for the formation of s u ~ s  and planets genes- 
ally. In reality, it only throws back the inquiry as to the origin 
of the Cosnlos one step, leaving still unexplained the origin o f  
matter, out of which nebulx were evolved. However, accept- 
ing the Hypothesis in its material aspect as probably true, we see 
how, in accordance with its provisions, the Sun, in turning upon 
its axis and at the same time moving forward in space, threw off 
or left behincl at  different epochs masses of nebulous matter which 
themselves revolved in the same direction around the Sun ancl 
gradually hardened into worlds. As these planets virere stripped 
off from the Sun's equator, they must necessarily ha\-e passed off 
in the same direction into space, and consequently they have ever 
since moved upor1 the same plane, although at  varying distances 
from the central nebula. 

These planets are all revolving at varying rates of speed around 
the sun. Hence it follo~vs that \Ire upon the earth, in looking at 
the different planets, would always see then1 traveliing in the 
same path across our apparent sky. That path, which extends 
about 8 degrees on each side of the ecliptic, is called the zodiac. 

C O M P O S I T I O N  OF THE SUN.  

If we proceed to view the different planetary bodies in a higher 
aspe& than the merely astronomical, we shall find that they pos- 
sess certain characteristics or properties which vary with their 
varying degrees of development. The  Sun, for instance, has 
from time immemorial been known astrologically as the "gives 
of life." If this be a true denomination, then we must suppose 
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that all life as it exists upon this, ancl doubtless upon vther globes, 
is derived from the Sun. Life must come from some source, and 
certainly we cannot trace its origin anywhere on our earth. Yet 
the life principle is universally diffused, and may be c1eteFted in a 
greater or less degree of developnlent in every atom of matter 
whether organic or inorganic. This would have been a bold 
statenlent to make in public only a very few years ago, but to-day 
it requires no argument, being generally admitted by the scien- 
tific world. Certainly the latest investigations of physicists tend 
to corroborate the ancient astrological theory of the origin of life. 
It is now conceded that the photosphere of the Sun is not com- 
posed of fire, as was so long supposed, but is a magnetic or elearic 
envelop. Nor is it very difficult to believe that the phenomenon 
called life is a certain phase or differentiation of the same myste- 
rious force which in its lowest physical manifestation is known as 
electricity. In an article on the " Source of Heat In the Sun " in 
the Popultrv .S'citrtze ,Iloizt/rL'y, Mr. Robert Hunt, F. R. S. , wrote as 
follows : 

" Xrago proposecl that this envelop should be called the Pho- 
tosphere, a name now generally adop~ecl. By the elcler Herschel 
the system of this photosphere was compared to mother-of-pearl. 
I t  resembles the ocean on a tranquil sunlmer day, when its sur-  
face is slightly crisped by a gentle summer breeze. Mr. Sasmyth 
has discovered a more remarkable condition than any that hacl 
previously been suspe&teil, objecZs that are peculiarly lens-shaped 
like \\rillow-leaves, different in size, not arranged in any order, 
crossing each other in all direaions, with an irregular motion 
among themselves The size of these obje&s gives a grand idea 
of the gigantic scale upon which physical operations are carried 
out in the Sun. They cannot be less than 1,000 miles in length, 
and from 2 0 0  to 300 miles in breadth. The  most probable con- 
je&ure which has been offered respeaing those leaf or lens-like 
objects is that the photosphere is an immense ocean of gaseous 
matter in a state of high incandescence, and that they are per- 
speAive projeaions of the sheets of flame. . , . But regard- 
ing Life-Vital Force-as a power far more exalted than either 
light, heat, or ele&ricity, and, indeed, capable of exerting a con- 
trolling power over them all, we are certainly disposed to view 
with satisfa&ion that speculation which supposes the photosphere 
to be the primary seat of vital power, and to regard with a poetic 
pleasure that hypothesis which refers the solar energies to life." 

From the above statement it may be seen how modern science 
treads upon the heels of ancient wisdom, astrology having always 
denominated the Sun as " hyleg," the giver of life. 
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE OTHER PLANETS. 

In the admission of this hypothesis of life as emanating horn 
the Sun, uTe have at once stepped beyond and outside of the phys- 
ical and material aspe& of the great luminary. If all life pro- 
ceeds from him, then each individual life must also depend upon 
the common origin, and we are launched upon the sea of astrol- 
ogy. The direci connection between the Sun, 93,  ooo, ooo miles 
distant, upon the health, and consecluently to that extent upon the 
destiny, of every human being, is established. But the influence 
of other planets upon the inhabitants of earth is less easy of com- 
prehension. Yet even here the law of analogy may hold to some 
extent. If the Sun has an acknowledged effe& upon all of earth's 
people, the other planets should also possess some influence, even 
though in a varying degree. n'otwithstanding their varying size. 
it is well known that the power of their attra&ion is sufficient to 
cause a considerable variation in the eccentricity of the earth'h 
orbit, and if they possess such influence on the physical plane, 
why should they not have as much, or even greater, influenct- 
upon the astral or psychic plane ? Astrology teaches that such is 
the case, and assigns to each planet a certain kind and degree of 
such influence. Thus the planet which we familiarly know as 
Mercury has in all ages and in all nations and in all languages 
stood as the representative of wisdom. In Sanskrit he was called 
Buddha, 1,ord of Wisdom ; in Iranian or Chald;ean, Nebo, knowl- 
edge ; in Egyptian, Thoth or thought. On account of his prox- 
imity to the Sun, he was said to receive seven times as much light 
and life as the earth. In modern exoteric astrology he governs 
the construEtive, the inventive, the intuitive faculty which finds 
expression in literary or commercial excellence. Originality, at 
least such originality as can be said to exist, comes from hlercul-y, 
the "messenger of the gods". 

In Venus is again exemplified the wonderful symbolism of the 
East. Hindu astrology from the earliest times considered this 
planet as having t ~ v o  aspe&s, in one being known as Sukra, the 
bright, the shining, and in the other and lower aspeEt as Csanas, 
desire. In these names are allegorized the dual and differing in- 
fluences which TTenus exercises upon humanity. In her higher 
aspec3 she is the " lesser forturie " of exoteric astrology, shedding 
a mild and benevolent ray upon the soul of man. inclining him to 
the gentler affe&ions of family and kindred, and the ties of 
friendship and social intercourse. She thus lightens up a world 
otherwise dark, and too often full of sorrow and care. But in her 
character as Csanas she typefies the lower form of desire, which, 
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carried to escess, leads to so much misery and ivrong. This is 
the true explanation of the influence of Venus. Later astrologers 
lost the key and confused her significations. Sukra-Vsanas be- 
came Lucifer-Venus, and the dual name v;as thought to refer only 
to her appearance at various seasons in the year as evening and 
as morning-star. The name Venus was derived directly from 
Vsanas, and Sukra, the shining one, became Lucifer, the bright. 
the morning-star. And then, last of all, the church took a hand 
and fornlulated a theory or, rather, a myth --whichever you 
choose to call it-still further degrading the noble conception of 
the early Aryan star-gazers. She decided that, as the loftier 
aspea  of Venus had disappeared from Latin astrology and only 
the grosser aspet? prevailed, Lucifer should be considered as a 
fallen angel, as a basis for the myth of Satan, in fact ; and that 
idea has descended to the present day among even the orthodos 
Protestants, who are not generally aware of its Komanist origin. 

In the name of Jupiter is found an argument for the Hindu 
claim to the invention of astrology. I'he Latin word "Jupiter " 
is borrowed from Greek mythology, where the father of the gods 
is called " Zeus pater, " but this is manifestly a direct copy fronl 
the Sanskrit " Dyaus pitas, " father of heaven, an epithet of Indra. 
The word " Zeus " has no meaning, but " Dyaus " in Sanskrit has 
a very definite interpretation. The root "div"means " to sl~ine", 
and hence its application to the sky. Our word " day " is direFtlj- 
evolved from it. In the same way the -4ryans, reverencing the 
sky with all its starry host, came to regard it as " divine ", and 
' bdyaus ", which originally meant bright and shining, passed into 
Greek as Zeus, the god of gods. Astrology very appropriately 
considers Jupiter as governing the religious faculty in Man, and 
he also indicates judgment and reason. He is the greater benefic. 
and his influence under favorable divections is always for the 
highest and most permanent goocl. The Sun may bring glory, 
and llercury may induce fame, but Jupiter confers more lasting 
and substantial benefits by penetrating the inner nature and s t~ ln-  
ulating the spiritual growth. 

In Saturn we have the antithesis of Jupiter. He  is the 
"greater infortune ", and, indeed, to his baleful influence may 
be traced nearly all of the misfortune with which humanity is 
afflicted. The  name " Saturn " can be traced to Sut or Sut- 
Typhon, the dragon of Egyptian mythology, the evil spirit, the 
spirit af darkness, from which Christianity educed the conception 
of the devil, even borrowing the very name and calling this per- 
sonage Satan. Yet Saturn did not originate in Egypt. Like 



almost every other important mythical idea and metaphysical 
thought, we can trace this one back to India, where Asita, the 
evil one, means literally that which is black. T o  this day in ex- 
oteric astrology Saturn always represents a dark person. And 
even such a simple, everyday worcl as soot, in English, the black 
particles of snloke deposited in chimneys, comes from the sanle 
ancient source. So, too, Saturn's day has always been the seventh 
day of the week in all nations and all languages. Among the 
Egyptians Sut-Typhon was so dl-eacled that his day was set apart  
for special prayer and xvorship, a custom which was subsequently 
taken u p  by the Hebrews and continued by them up to the pres- 
ent time. 

The  etymology of Mars is equally interesting. O f  course we 
are familiar with its Greek form, b b  Ares", ~vhich doubtless came 
fro111 the Egyptian ,Artes. Yet neither of these names has any in- 
herent significance. I t  is only when we again refer to the Sanskrit 
that light appears. Here the name appears as Xva, and it  n ~ e a n s  
primarily a corner, an angle, hence anything sharp or cutting-. 
This gives us the key to the influence of 3Iars. H e  is not peace- 
ful and pleasant, but  cluarrelsome and sudden. H e  presicles over 
battles as the Roman god of war, ancl in sickness he produces 
violent and sharp attacks sucil as fevers and apoplexy. All linger- 
ing diseases are due to Saturn. Therefore is Mars termed the 
" lesser infortune. " T h e  good aspects of JIars, however, confer 
advancement in military life, ancl sometimes even produce mar- 
riage, but in the latter case there is seldom any real af£e&ion, mar- 
riage being suddenly brought about by an influx of mere passion. 
I t  is an aphorisnl in astrology that people born with Jlars in Aries 
on the ascendant always have a scar upon the face. The  reason 
for this is said to Ile that when Jfars comes e s a e l y  to the as- 
cendant he  causes an accident, and as Xries rules the head, it \\-ill 
take the form of some cut or bruise which will show through life 
upon the counten:~nce. 

Although the earth is not usually considered in exoteric astrol- 
ogy to have any influence, a t  least upon the lives of its own inhab- 
itants, i t  may be interesting to know that our planet, like the 
others, possesses marked characteristics. How gratifying it  
would be to us if we could only define those characteristics as being 
of a lofty and noble order. Bnt alas ! such is not the case. From 
the   no st ancient times the earth has stood for all that is ignoble 
and material and base ancl unspiritual. I n  order not to offend the 
susceptibilities of people, dwellers upon this globe -'bof the earth 
earthy "-astrology has kindly cast a veil over our weakness, and 
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hidden under the disguise of an assumed 11~1111c the symbol which 
designates our planet and its influence. The ter-111 " part of for- 
tune " espresses to a limited degree the nature of  that influence 
It  does, incleed, represent the merely temporal 11rosperit~- of the 
native. It measures, so to speak, the exact size of  the pile of tlol- 
lass or other kinds of money ancl property which each person is 
able to accun~ulate in a lifetime. The existence of the Part of  
Fortune is clisputed by some ~noclern astrologers on the grouncl 
that it is purely a figment of the inlagination, yet Clauclius Pto- 
lemy !aid great stress upon it, and as lze derived his rules fro111 
Egyptian and Chalclaan predecessors, it would seetn as tl~ough 
there must be sozne foundation for it. 

HELIOCENTRIC AND GEOCENTRIC ASTKC~I.OGY, 

The mere fa& of the Part of Fortune, ot- Earth, I~eing. included 
in all ancient horoscopes is an indication that at one time astrolog-y 
was based upon the heliocentric system. Accorcling to the pres- 
ent geocentric theory which constructs a horoscope about the earth 
as a centre, it would seem absurd to introduce the same Earth 
again in the same horoscope as a planet or satellite of itself. Yet 
if at a remote epoch the heliocentric system was in vogue, the 
Earth would certainly figure along with Mars, l'enus, and tlie 
other planets. And if, then, at a subsequent pel-iocl the science 
was purposely or ignorantly muddled 11y being changed into :t 

geocentric scheme, the Earth might very naturally survive as a 
feature of the horoscope, changed only in name to the Part o f  Fos- 
tune. 

The principal objection urged against astrology at the present 
day is the fa& that it implies a geocentric arrangement of the 
heavens. We all know hoiv Copernicus revolutionized modern 
astronomy by introducing, or perhaps revan~ping, the heliocentric 
theory, and everyone knows what a tremendous step forward was 
thus taken in our knowledge and unclerstancling of the movement 
of all bodies in our solar system. And it is therefore quite natu- 
ral to denounce astrology as false because it still adheres to the 
geocentric arrangement. ITet the comparison is not entirely pes- 
feft. We mortals are dwelling upon this Earth, and according as 
the other planets revolve and focus upon us their rays, so are 
we, according to the astrological theory, affe&ed. So, to all in- 
tents and purposes, nTe may truly consider them as circling arounci 
the earth as a centre, and in that fashion construct our horo- 
scopes. If we were living upon Mars, it would be equally ap- 
propriate to place Mars in the centre, and likewise if we were 
denizens of the Sun we would put the Sun in the centre, in which 
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case we would have truly and as a matter of faEt a system of helio- 
centric astrology. 

I have brought forward this view of the subjec't to show that 
astrology should not he conclemned solely un account of its geo- 
centric proclivities, and to answer the criticisln of R. A. Proctor 
and other scientific writers. Yet, having ~llaclc that defense, I an1 
ready to adtnit that the astrology of the future will probably be 
helioce~ltric. T h e  cj-cles and epicycles of Ptolemy ans~vered their 
p ~ ~ r p o s e  for fifteen hundred yea7-s, and afforded a tolerably reason- 
able account of the motions of the planets. So, too, and perhaps 
in r i  yet greater clegree, geocentric astrology has fulfilled the 
necessary conditions of horoscopy. T'arious attempts, on the other 
hancl, have been made to construct a heliocentric systen?, bu t  so 
far n-ithout success. 

P R E C E S S I O N  O F  T H E  E Q U I N O X E S .  

Another o't~jection frecluentlj- brought against astrology is the 
fact that by means of the precession of the equinoxes the signs of 
the zodiac have since the tinle of Ptolemj7 passed entirely out of 
the constellations after 11-hich they were named. This appears to 
be a more difficult question to meet than the previous one. Yet 
Ptolemy was fully anrase of this constant change in the position of  
the signs, for he distinctl-\- l)rovidecl in the Teh-nbiblos for this con- 
tingency. H e  said in Rook I, Chap. xii. : 

"The beg-inning of the whole Zodiacal circle (which in its n;Lture 
as a circle crin have no other beginning or end capable of being 
determined) is, therefore, assumed to be the sig-11 Aries which 
conlmences at  the vernal equinox." 

I t  will thus be seen that Ptolemy, and doubtless other astrol- 
ogers before him, considered the influence of the Zodiacal signs 
as  belonging tu the places which they occupied, and not to the 
stars of which they were composed. 

Ashmalld says : " H e  (Ptole~nj-) has expressly and repeatedly 
declared that t l ~ e  point of the vernal equinox is ever the begin- 
ning of the Zodiac, and that the 30 degrees follo\viny it ever re- 
tain the same virtue as that rvhich he has in this \trork attributed 
to Aries, although the stars forming Aries may have quitted those 
degrees. The  next 30 degrees are to be accounted as Taurus, and 
so of the rest. There is abundant proof throughout the Te t~nb ibkos  
that Ptolemy consiclered the virtues of the constellations of the 
Zodiac as distinct from the spaces they occupied." 

D I R E C T I O N S  A N D  T R A N S I T S .  

Predictions in astrology are based upon three kinds of aspefts, 
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\\-hich are known respeEtively as primary ;111cl secondary clirec- 
tions and local transits. These follow an ol~scure a~lcl inesplical~le 
la\\- of c-cles, and, while apparently distinct, ;ire in sealit>- greatlj- 
dependelit upon each other ; so much so, that if an astrologer con- 
sults but one kincl, he  will obtain very unsatisfactory ancl utlcer- 
tairl results. Primary directions depenci upoll the revolution of 
the earth upon its own axis every twenty-four-hours. It1 that time 
each planet apparently travels cotlipletely arouncl us, makin2 a 
circuit of 360 clegrees. As in twenty-four hours these pass over 
the meridian 360 degrees, in one h o u r  they will pass over I j dc- 

grees, and one degree being equal to one-fifteenth of a11 hour, is 
therefore equivalent to four minutes. One degree of right ascen- 
sion is consiclered eclual to one year of time. Hence an error of 
four ~llinutes in the time of birth will cause an error o f  one degree of 
right ascension or of one whole year in the subseclccnt life of the 
native. This is \vhy it  is so essential to kno\v the exa f t  ~nonient  
of birth before drawing up a horoscope, or at least before atteti l l~t- 
ins- to forecast future events. *And the lack of this i n f o r ~ n a t i o ~ ~  
?la.; been the cause of so many failures of astrologer-s in the past 
to accur;ltcly l~reclict important occurrences. Fo r t~~na t e ly  there 

are rules by which the exact rnorilent of birth may be :tscertninec! 
:mc1 the truth of primary clirections vindicatecl. 

I t  is cornparati\-ely easy to compute seconclary clirectionh. 
They are said to be " rnerely the aspecCts formecl by the Sun r 11- 

Moon within a few weeks after birth by their proper nlotion in  
longitude in the heavens. " Rut this clefinition falls to con\-ej- any 
nleaning to the ordinary reader. I woulcl aclcl in explanation that, 
following the same law of cycles as is nianifested in prirnary 
directions, although in a slightly different aspec2, each day snc- 
ceecling birth is considered as equivalent to a year of subseyuerlt 
life. Thus  the tenth clay after birth will show events that \\-ill 
happen in the tenth year, the t~ventieth day the twentieth year, 
ancl so on. Secondary directions indicate affairs of seconclary ini- 
portance. yet whose effeC'ts last several weeks or mollths, while 
primary directions denote the greater occurrences and epochs o f  
a career, frequently extendirig over a series of years, cluring which 
tinie a person is said to be uniforn~ly lucky or  unlucky as the case 
may be. 

1,ocal transits are extremely simple ancl are generally em- 
ployed by professional astrologers. They are basecl upon the 
dire& motion of the planets around the Sun. While to the ob- 
server of the heavens night after night the planets which are visible 
appear to retain about the same relative position to each other, in 
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realit). they are moving onward at varying rates of speed, and each 
night take a slightly ciifferent position. While our earth con~pletes 
the circuit of the Sun in one year, it takes about thirty years for 
Saturn to finish his orbit. E;lch planet has a different rate of 
speed. Hence the combinations of position that arise daily are 
practically infinite. The  local transits are the transits of one planet 
over the place of another in any nativity. They produce the minor 
events of life, the claily cares, annoyances, triunlphs, and joys 
which everyone has, hut \vhich do not as a rule occasion any last- 
ing effect. If, however, there is a coincidence of several evil 
transits a t  about the same time, particularly if the primary and 
secondary dire&ions are also bad, then serious results may be ex- 
peFttec1. It is said that even primary clire&ions cannot take effecCt 
without having transits of a sitnilar nature to work through, ancl 
on this many professional astrologers ignore primary clireEiions 
altogether, claiming that the local transits furnish all the data rc- 
c l~~i red  for making pre(1iEtions. In  reality the reason for such 
on~ission is the clifficulty o f  c o ~ l l p ~ ~ t i n g  such primary dire&ions. 
T,ocal transits. on the other ha:ld, rcqui1;e no mathematical skill or 
la1,or. 'I'he positions of the planets ft-0111 clay to clay are given in 
every ephemeris or almanac pul~lishecl. 

I t  may be inferred from the foregoing hasty sketch of the main 
features of astrology that there is ~ n u c h  in the science, as at pres- 
ent taught and practisecl, ~vhich cannot be understoocl. We read 
the rules laid down in the books, b11t no analysis is able to make 
clear to us their reason. Taking the aspeccts, for instance, 
no one can tell why a square, which implies four, sl~ould consist 
of 0111~- three signs of the Zodiac, while trine, implying three, 
should in reality embrace four signs or houses. 1Iany other- per- 
plexing features arise to embarrass the student. I t  may be ad- 
~n i t t ed  without argument that a large part of the scit'nce is 
empirical. We have simply inherited a mass of rules ancl a l~hor -  
isms which may be applied blindly, and our only cwnsolation is 
that when properly used they generally bring about results which 
tally with the a&'tual f a a s .  We may not know why a certain 
dil-eaion in some person's horoscope will produce decidedly goocl 
or malefic effefis, but that such eEe&s zre produced is proven to 
us again and again, until even the most skeptical must acknowl- 
edge the verification. Perhaps the empiricism is incident to the 
materialism of the age. I t  nlay be that with greater psychic de- 
velopment, or a t  any rate development of the intuitive intelligencs, 
many of these blincl rules will be made plain. 
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PHESEST ASTROLO(i1CAL ST.4TL.S. 

In the meanwhile it is not by any nleans safe to sneer at this 
11lost ancient of all sciences, or even to belittle its imljortance a t  
the present day. The  mistakes of profession:~l astrologers. the 
vain pretenses of vulgar charlatans, the lack o f  earnest arid 
thorough study on the part of those who are by n a t ~ ~ r e  qualihed 
to succeed in it, are a11 dran-backs which combine to hitie ;i k11on.l- 
edge of astrology from the world at  large, and thus rexlder it 
essentially occult. Yet no one can investigate its clairlls in a n  
unprejucliced spirit, or even 11urs11e the study of i t  to a limited 
estent,  without coming across suficien t evidence to prove that 
there is really something in it,- tll;it it is not all a mere im- 
aginary scheme. Individual assertion is, of course, of little value 
in a matter of this kind, else the testimony of the wisest men of 
all ages ~x~ould not be so contemptuously clisregarded as it is by 
the self-sufficient, ~llaterialistic, scientific n-riters of to-claj-. 
Doubtless there is soom for improvement in the art  and practicc 
of astrology as i t  is now set forth, yet the errors and misconcel)- 
tions of its l1rac2itionex-s are  far more than outweighed by the 
constant verification of its rules and principles. What it wants 
is not ignorant abuse and denunciation, but serious i~~.r.estig:ition 
and study. Perhaps the twentieth cen tury, n-hose dan.11 is a l rea2~-  
heralded by a widening of the range of human thought ancl a 
breaking down of the old walls of bigotry, will develop sollle in- 
t ~ ~ i t i v e  soul who will see through the~:eils of empiricisnl by n-hich 
astrology is now obscured, and so lift it up to the plane where it  
rightfully belongs as one of the keys to the mysteries of life and 
cosmic evolution. 

GEOIZGE: E .  W K I G H  1%. 

LODGES OF MAGIC. 
" \Vhen tiction rihei pleasing to tlie c)-e. 

Men \\-ill belie\-e, 11erause they I01.e the lie. 
l iu t  T ru th  hesself, i f  rlouiiecl \\-icii ;L t ' s~\ \ -n .  
l l ~ i s t  have  sonle solenin proofs t o  pa<. ile! ~ , I \ \ - ! I . ' '  

C ' I I L  KCIII1 . I . .  

0 N E  of the   no st esteemed of our friends in occult research 
propounds the cl~~estion of the formation of "working 

Lodges" of the Theo~ol~hica l  Society, for the development of 
cicleptship. If the prac2icc 1 impossibility of forcing this process 



has been shown once in the course of the Theosophical move- 
ment, it has scores of times. I t  is hard to check one's natural 
iinpatience to tear asicle the veil of the Te~nple .  T o  gain the 
divine knowledge, like the prize in a classical t r i p s ,  by a system 
of coaching ancl cramnling, is the ideal of the average beginner in 
occult study. The  refusal of the originators of the Theosophical 
Society to encourage such false hopes has led to the formation of 
bogus Rrotl~erhoo(Is of LZL.~(J}-  (and Xrnlley Jail?) as speculations 
on hunlan creclulity. How enticing the bait for guclgeons in the 
following- sspecinlen prospecct~zs, which a few years ago caught 
some of our ~l lost  earnest friends ancl Theosophists. 

"Students of the occult science, searchers after truth, arlcl 
bbTlleosophists ~ v h o  may have been clisappointecl in their esl~eFta- 
'b tions of Subl in~e  TVisclonl being freely clispensed by El 11 I ) t  1 1  \ - 
"H-4 Y J I . ~ ~ ,  are corclially invitccl to send in their names to . . . . , 
' (when,  if found suitable, they can 11e admitted, after a hl~ort 
"pr01)ationary term, as llen11)ers .;of an (Jccult Brotherhood, who 
"do not boast o f  their kno\\-ledge 01- attainments, but teach 
"freely" ( a t L  r toA:5 per le t ter?)  *'and without reserve" (the nast 
iest 1)ortions of 1'. I-3. I<andoll~h's b ' l ;~~l is")  "311 they find \vorthy 

t o  I-ecei1.e " (read : teachings ()11 comnlercial i~asis  ; the cash 
to the teachers, ancl the estraCts from Kandoll~h and other 

blove-philter" sellers to the pupils !)' 
If rumor be true, some of the English rur:~l districcts, espe- 

ciallj- Yorkshire, are overrun with fraudulent astrologers and 
fortune-teliers, who pretcntl to be Theosophists, the better to 
s\vinclle a higher class of creclulous patrons than their legitinlate 
prey, the  servant maid and callow youth. If the b'loclges of 
magic ", suggested in the following letter to the 1:clitors of this 
Magazine, were fou~lded without having taken the greatest precau- 
tions to admit o~ l ly  the best candiciates to n~embership, we s h o ~ ~ l d  
see these vile exploitations of sacred names and things increase 
an l~unclredfolcl. Xncl in this connek?tion, ancl before giving place 
to our friend's letter, the senior Editor of L u c ~ k l  R begs to inform 
her friends that she has never hacl the renlotest conneCZion ivith 
the so-called " H (ermetic) B (rotherhood) of L (11x0s) ", and that 
all representations to the corltrary are false ancl clishonest. There 
is a secret body-whose diploma, or Certificate of IIembershil), is 
held by Col. Olcott alone arnong rllodern men of white blood-to 

lllocunlents on view at I,L'CIFEK'S Oftice. v i ~ . ,  Secret JISS. Lvritten in the  hand\vritinq 
of----(name suppressecl for past consitlerations), "Provincial Grand 3Iaster of the  Sor thern  
Section". One of these docun~en t s  bears rhe heading. "A brief Key to  the Eulian JIys- 
teries," LP. ;I;ziztyl'c black magic on a phallic basis. So; the tnemhers of f / l l ' ~  Occult Hroth- 
erhootl " ~ 1 o  not boast of :heir knowledge". Very sensible on their part:  least said soonest 
mendetl. 
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which that nanie n-as g-ivet~ by tlle author of' /)13 7 7 / f ; v 7 2 1 (  (I' for con- 
venience of designation ', but ivhicli is krioiv~i :imon,L:,L: Initiates by 
quite another one, just as the personage known to the pu1,lic 
under the pseuclonj-tn of " Koot Hoomi " is called by ;i totall!- dif- 
ferent tianie anlong his acy uaintance. \That the real name c )t' 
that Society is, i t  ~voulcl l~uzzle the " Eulian " phallicists o t  the 
" H. H. of L." to tell. T h e  real nanles of Master Aclel)ts rind 
Occult Schools arc never, zc1tr1~1- rllg' I - ~ I . T ~ L I I ~ S ~ ~ I / C P S ,  revealed to tlie 
profane ; and the names o f  the personages n-lio have 1)eeti talked 
about in connection with motlest1 Theosol~liy are in  the possess- 
ion ot11y of the two chief fountlers of the Theosophical Society. 
And non- having said so niuch 13)- way of pref:ice. led us 1)ass 011 

to our corresponclent's lettcr. Hc  writes: 
friend of mine, a natur:ll mystic. had intentlet1 t o  t'o1.111. \\-it11 otliei.~, 

"a Branch T.S. in his town. S~trprisecl a t  his delnj-, I wrote to ail; t!ic reason. 
&'His reply was that he 11:~tl heard that the T.S. only met ;~n t l  tnlkec:, ;tilt1 (lit1 
"nothi~ig practical. I aln-ays ditl think the T.S.  ought to have I,oclg:.es ir i  \\-hich 
"something practicl~l shoul(i 1,e done. Cngliostro understootl ~vell this cr;i\-i11g 
"of humans for sornetl~ing l~efore their eyes, n-lien he institutecl the I:g!-p:i:~:i 
"Rite and put it in practice in various Freemason lodges. There use lil;L:i!- 

"readers of Lz t c ( f e~ .  it: --shire. Perhaps in it there might l ~ e  a suggestio~l 
',for students to form sucll lodges for themselves, and to try, I)! their unitecl 
"\vills, to develop certain po\vers in one o f  tl;e nuni1)er. ant1 then throu:,.h the. 
.'whole of  then: in succession. I feel sure 1ium1)el-s ~vould enter. s~lcll lotlgch, 
*6,znd create a great interest for 'l'!ieosol~h~-. ..A," 

In  the above note of our venerable and learned friencl i5 tlie 

echo of the voices of ninety-nine hundredths of tlie mem1)cr.s ot  

the Theosophical Society: oue hundredth only ha\-e the correct 
idea of the funAion and scope of our Branches. The  glaring 
mistake generally niade is in the conception of Adeptship and tlle 
path thereunto. O f  all thinkable undertakings that  of trying for 
Adeptdiip is the most difficult. Instead of being obtainable ~vitli- 
in a few years or one lifetime, it exa&s tlie unrernittent struggles 
of a series of lives, save in cases so rare as to be hardly ivorth regard- 
itig as exceptions to the general rule. T h e  records certainly show 
that a number of the most revered Indian Adepts became so tle- 
spite their births in the lowest, and seemingly most unlikelj-, 

117 ISIS L7//ife2%'d 1.01. ii. p. ;CIS. It nl;iy be added that the  " H r o t l ~ c r l ~ o o ~ ~  of I,:~sc~:." 
mentioned b!- Kenneth SIackenzie ' z f l i r ' z  hi.; Roj,,z/ A l / ~ / s ~ ~ / L .  C'~,i/clp~c~Jl;r :is llaving i ; i  .;eat 
In America, had, a f te r  all, nothing to  do with the  Krotl~erhoocl nlentioneti b!- and kno\\-n to 
us. a s  \v\.as ascertained a f t e r  t he  pu!)iicntion of Isis  from a letter lvritten by thih late 3l;tsonic 
anthur  to  a friend in h'e\\- \*ark. 'I'he Iirotllerhood JIackenzie kne\\- o f  \vah simply ;L 

Masonic Society o n  a ra ther  inore secret Ixtsix. and,  a s  he stated in the  letter, Ilc had hr>u7-tr' 
(6 brtf hue;,! ? z o f / t i ~ z ~ ~  of' our Brotherhood, which having had :t 11ranch a t  1,11sor I<g\ - l~ t ) .  
was  thus  purposely referred to  11y us under this name ulone. 'I'his led some scheitlers t o  
infer tha t  there was  a regular Lodge o f  Adepts of tha t  name. and to  assure some credulous 
f r iends  and 'L'heosophists tha t  the  "H. H. elf I,." \\-as either identical or n branch of the  
same, supposed to  be near Idahore! !-which n-as the  most dagrnnt untruth.  



cahtes. 'I'et it is well understood that they had been progressing 
in the  upward ctireEtion throughout many pre\-ious incarnations, 
and. when they took 1,irtll for the last time, there was left but the 
merest trifle of spiritual evolution to 1)e ;~ccomplished, before they 
Ixcame great living Adepts. Of course no one can say that one 
or all of the possible members of our friend A's ideal Cagliostrian 
lodge might not ;~lso lje ready for Adeptship, but the chance is 
not good enough to speculate upon : Kestern civilization seems to 
clel-elop fighters rather than philosol~hers, mi1it;iry I j~~ t che r s  rather 
tlian Buddhas. The  plan "A" 1)rolxses ~voulcl be far Illore likely 
to end in mecliunlship tlian Adeptship. Two to one there would 
not 1)e :L lnenlber of the lodge i1-11o was chaste from 1)oyhoocl and 
altogether untainted by the use of intoxicants. This is to say 
nothing of the candidates' freedom from the l~olluting- effects o f  
the evil influences of the average social en~~i ronment .  Amo11g 
the indispensable pre-recjuisites for psychic development, noted in  
the mystical Manuals of a11 Eastern religious systems, are a pu re  
place, pure diet, pure companionship, and a pure mind. Coulcl 
"A" guarantee these? I t  is certainly clesirable that there should 
be some school of instru&tion for nlenlbers of our Society; and 
had the purely esoteric work and duties of the founders been less 
absorbing, probably one such n-oulcl have been established long. 
ago. Yet not for pra&ical instrucZion on the plan of Cagliostro, 
which, by-the-bye, brought direful suffering up011 his head, and has 
left no liiarked traces bellind to encourage a repetition in our 
clays. "When the pupil is ready, the teache~. will be found wait- 
ing", says an Eastern maxim. The  3Iasters do not ha\-e to hunt 
up recruits in special -shire lodges, nor drill them through 
m~st ica l  non-commissioned officers : time and space are 110 I~arriers 
between them and the aspirant; where thought can pass they can 
come. Why did an old and learned Kabalist like "A. " forget this 
fa&? And let him also rernember that the potential Adept may exist 
in the Whitechapels and Five Points of Europe and A~nerica, as well 
as in the cleaner and more "cultured" cjuarters ; that some poor 
ragged wretch, begging a crust, Inay be "whiter-souled" and 
more attra&i\-e to the Adept than the average bishop in his rol~e,  
or a cultured citizen in his costly dress. For the extension of the 
Theosophical movenlent, a useful channel for the irrigation of 
the dry fielcls of contemporary thought 1~1th  the water o f  life. 
Branches are  needed everywhere; not mere groups of passive 
sympathisers, such as the slumbering army of church-goers, 
whose eyes are shut while the "devil" sweeps the field; no, not 
such. Active, wide awake, earnest, unselfish Branches are need- 
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ed, \vho\e nlenlbers shall not be constantly unmasking their self- 
i s h ~ ~ e s s  by asking b'TVllat will it profit us to join the Theosophical 
Society, and how ~ n u c h  will it harm us?", but be putting to them- 
selves the cl~~estion "Can we not clo s11bstanti;ll g-ood to nlankind 
by working in this good cause with all our hearts, our ~llinclh, aziti 

our strength ?" If "A. " would only bring his -5hire f'riend?, 
who l~retencl to occult leanings, to view the qnestion fronl this sicle, 
he would l ~ e  doing then1 a real kindness. T h e  Society can get on 
without them, but they cannot afforcl to let it clo so. 

Is it profitable, moreover, to discuss the question of ;I I,odge 
receiving even theoretical instru&ion, until we can 11e sure that 
all the members will accept the teaching., as coming fronl the al- 
leged source? ()ccult truth cannot be al~sori,ed l y  a mincl that is 
filled with preconception, prejudice, or suspicion. I t  is something 
to be perceived 11y the intuition rather than by the reason; 11ein~- 
by na t~ l re  sl~iritnal, not material. Sorne are so constituted as tc, 
be incapable of ; i cy~~i r ing  knowleclge by the exercise of the spi7-it- 
ual faclllty; E.;.. the great nlajority of physicists. Such are Jon-, 
if not wholly incapable of grasping the ultimate truths behincl 
the phenonlena of existence. There are many s~lcll in the Societ~- ; 

ant1 the body of the discontentecl are recruitecl from their ranks. 
Such persons readily persuacle themselves that later te;lchin,y\, 
receivcd from esaFtly the same source as earlier ones, are eit1;es 
falbe or have been ta~nl~erecl  with by chelas, 01- even third par-t:c, 
Suspicion ancl inharmony are the natural result, the psychic '11- 

nlosphere, so to say, is thrown into confusion, and the reaction, 
even upon the stauncher students, is very Ilarmful. Sometinles 
vanity blincls what was at  first strong intuition, the mind is effecsi- 
ually closed against the admission of new truth, ancl the aspiring 
student is thrown back to the point where he began. Having 
jumped a t  some particular conclusion of his own without full 
study of the subjefi, anc1 before the teaching had been fully ex- 
youncled, his tendency, when proved wrong, is to listen only to 
the voice of his self-adulation, and cling to his views, whether 
right or wrong. T h e  Lord Buddha particularly warned his hear- 
ers against forming beliefs upon tradition or authority, and before 
having thoroughly inquired into the subje&. 

An instance. We have been asked by a correspondent why he 
should not "be free to suspeR some of the so-called 'precipitated' 
letters as being forgeries", giving as his reason for i t  that while 
some of them bear the stamp of (to him) undeniable genuineness, 
others seem from their contents and style to be imitations. This 
is equivalent to saying that he has such an unerring spiritual in- 



sight as to be able tu dete& the ialse fro111 the true, thoug-11 he 
has never met a Master, nor been given any key by which to test 
his alleged comnlunications. The  inevitrtl~le consequence of ap- 
plying his untrained juclgnient in s l l ~ h  cases would be to nlake 
him as likely as not to declare false 1vliat was genuine, and g e n ~ ~ j n c  
what was false. Thus what c/-i2't.i-ion has any one to c1ecide be- 
tween one hbprecil~itatetl" letter, or another such letter? \ITllo 
except their authors, 01- those ~vhom they enlploy as their rrultzl/cc- 
e/zscs (their (-helrts and discil>les), can tell? For it is hardly one out 
of  a hunclred b L o c c ~ ~ l t "  letters that is ever \vritten 1)y the hand of 
the Master in whose narne ancl on \vhose behalf the!. are sent, as 
the 3I:~ster~s have neither need nor leisure to write them ; ancl that 
:\.hen a Master says, "1 \x7rote that letter", i t  Iileanh only that 
every word in it was diFtatec1 by him and impressed uncles 11ih di- 
rect supervision. (;enerally they make their chela, whether nccir 
or far away, write (or precipitate) t11en1, by impressing upon liis 
rnind the ideas the]- wish exl~sessecl, ancl if necessary aiding hi111 
in the pictl~re-printing process o f  precipitation. I t  depend5 en -  
tirely up011 the ~-/lcltl'.\ state of development how accurately the 
ideas may be transmitted ancl the writing-rnotlel imitated. Tllus 
the ~zo/c-rz~I'ejt recipient is left in the dilemma of uncertaint~* 
whether, if one letter is false, al! tnay not 11e; for, as far as in- 
trinsic evidence goes, all come from the satne source ancl a!? .tse 
brought by the same ~nysterious means, But  her-t. i h  :~;lotlles 
ancl a far worse condition implied. For a11 that the recipient o f  
"occult" letters can possibly know, and on the simple grouncls o f  
probability and conlnlon honesty, the unseen corresl)onclent L\-110 
ivo~l l~l  tolerate one s i~ zg l t  f/*cturlc/ie~zt Ziue i u  h is  lsznuze u-onld wink at  
an unlimited repetition of the deception. And this leads directly 
to the following. A11 the so-called oc-iult letters being supportecl 
by identical proofs, they /iczzle t r i L  to  S L I ( Z / ~ ~ L '  ot- f(dZ t ~ ~ q e t h e ~ .  If one is 
to be doubted, then all have, and the series of letters in the Oc- 
cuZt ' tVo~Zd, Esotel- i~- Bh'c~rl~I'his//r. etc., etc., may be, and there is no 
reason why they should not be in such a case-f/-nul.Zs, "clever inl- 
postures", and "forg.eries", such as the ingenuous though stupid 
agent of the "S.P. R " has made then1 out to be, in order to raise 
in the public estimation the b'scientific" acumen and standard of 
his "Principals". 

Hence, not a step in advance wo~lid be ~macle by a group of 
students given over to such an unimpressible state of mind, and 
without any guideft-otn the occul't side to open their eyes to the eso- 
teric pitfalls. And where are such guides, so far, in our Society? 
'They be blind leaders of the blind", both falling into the ditch 
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of vanity and self-suficiencj-. The  whole difticultj- springs fronl 
the common tendency to draw conclusions fsotll inst~fficient pre- 
mises, and play the oracle l~efore  ridding- oneself of that nlost 
stupefying iof all psychic :~n:r.sthetics-I( )I< . \  I 

FACES OF FRIENDS. 

J i111.5 JIo1:c; 1s PI:\ > I  is 011s lleacl l~r inter ,  and he n-ith his brotll- 
er John nlust selllain immortal among oul- annals. . H e  came 

with his brother to Xew York in Ju ly ,  I 888, and enabled the ecli- 
tor of the  PA\'^'^ to start the Asyrul I'ress for the printing of illuch 
needed Theosophical I iterature. 

Brother PI-)-se was born in Ken- I,onclon, a su1)url) of Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, August 14tl1, 1859, and is of TTTelsh descent. His 
father was a Presbyterian nlinister in Cincinnati, where Janlvs 
spent his chilclhoocl. Both father and mother were born in TT'aleh. 
I t  may be noted that Pryse is also the name of the recent Grand 
Druid of 1lTales. Being a nlinister's son J a ~ n e s  went fronl 1)l;tcc 
to place in America, taking a high-school course and preparing in 
Latin, Greek, ancl the like for a college in Cr;i\\-fordsi~ille, Incl. 
I11 health, overstudy, and trying to do three -ea rs '  ~vc~sk  in a little 
over one spoiled these plans, and Bro. Pryse l~egan  to read lam-. 
At  I 7 he  was ready for the bar, but not caring to spend four J-eass 
as a clerk he n-ent to Red Cloud, Keb., to the frontier. Thest- 
for a while he ran a photogl-aph gallery, but solcl it out and en- 
tered rt printing office, learned that business, edited a country 
paper, and with his l~rotiler John published other papers in various 
toivns. Thej- started an ofice at  Anaconda, Jlont., solcl that out 
and began a paper at  Prescott, Xlich., and St. Paul. From these 
he n-ent to Florida, ancl then up to iJJinnesota, n-here in January, 
1886, he gave up printing and was admitted to the 11ar in the 
Circuit Court for the Eighth DistriEt of the State. 

Intending to pra&ise law he n7ent to Lacrosse, Wis., but tc,c)k 
;L position as telegraph editor on the Rtprtbli~an Leaiiel- instead. 
Beconling \\-hat the Americans call "disgruntled" ivith all things, 
he joined a socialistic colony going to Sinaloa, Alex. A pear n-as 
spent a t  Hamrnonton, K. J . ,  doing the printing for the colonj- ancl 
helping to organize. While there he got into correspondence with 
Mrs. ITerPlanck, who is now Xrs. A. Keightley, and resolved to 
work for the T. S. instead of for socialism. Bro. Pryse had never 
taken to any religion nor joined a church, and was too familiar 
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~v i th  ps!-chic pheno~nena to be in s>-~npathr- \vith ~laturalism. J-et 
took no interest in mere spiritualism, its phenolilena being of no 
use and the utterances o f  its spirits l ~e ing  nonsense. He  h : ~ l  
l ~ e e n  studying Fourier while llolcling tto pantheistl~ and reincarnx- 
tion, and the instant he met Theosophj- recognized i t  as that fov 
~ ~ ~ h i c h  he sought. Then beyan a study of /$is, of the P I L 13, of 
all that could be fount1 011 Theosophj., as well as all invaluable 
correspondence irith hIrs. TTerPl;inck. In  July, I S S ~ ,  he joined 
the T.S. at Los Ang-eles, and met there again his brother, 11)- that 
time also full of Tl leosol~h~-.  From there both went to Peru ~ ~ n d  
back to P:tnalna. and fro111 tilere to S e w  17c)rk. 

Tn August, 1889, Bro. Pryse went to London to start the print- 
in:; office there named the H.P. K. Press, wherein the rnachineqr 
is r-imerican. There he is still a t  ~vork  night and d~ij-. I-Ie has 
~vandered over niost of the States of the V. S.,  keeping hinlbelf 
foot-free for a possi1)le work in the future. He  and his 1)r-otl~er- 
cannot be erased, and while oul- books are read, though no printer's 
name is on them, yet the soul ancl the work of James If. Prj-se 
are in them. That  he is :t printer of the highest ability no onc 
can deny, that he is :t man \vho has unselfisl~ly ~vorked for the T. 
S. is a fac't that is recorded in the u~:impeachal,le books of Kasm:~. 
We show his counterfeit presen truent . 

MOON'S niZYSTERY A N D  FATE. 
ROI: - \ l : r , \ -  no heavenly body has received as much attention frorn 

men in all ages :is our moon. Nany causes contributed t o  
this. The  1lloo11 is near us:  she is a remarkable ancl large o11ject 

in the sky; she enlightens the night;  she appears to 11a1-e much to 
do with man and his affairs. C)mens, spells, wishes, oracles, di- 
 ina at ion, traditions cluster arouncl her during a11 time. It ~vc)uld 
be clifficult to find a scriptuse that does not exalt the rnoon. The  
Christian Bible says that God ordained that the sun should rlile 
the clay and the moon the night. The  Roman Church depicts 
Mary the Mother of God holding the child while she stands upon 
the crescent moon. The  twelfth chapter of Re\-elations opens 
thus : 

A11d there appeared a great n-onder it1 heaven : a n-oman clothed with the 
sun, and the moon under her feet, and ~11011 her head a crown of twelve stars. 

Other religions are the same as this modern Hebraic one in 
giving the moon a very gl-eat prominence. 
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Even science cannot escape the fascination. ?'he 1~rill ianc~- 
and nearness of the moon ancl her Inany recu~.ring clianges all aicl 
in fixing the attention of science. lloder-n ancl :i:lcient science 
alike unite in xvatching the night's great light as  she per-forln\ lies 
journey round us. Nations regulate themselves and their : ic t~,  
religious ancl conlrnercial, by the moon. Feast days 0 5  the church 
are tixed more by the lunar than the solar calendar, for all the nl( I\'- 

ab!c feasts depend on the moon. Calendars rule comnlerci:i! i i i -  

fairs in credits, obligations, and settlenlents. 
From earliest times the calendar, ruled in fact by the 

moon's motion, has 1)een of immense interest to man. Periodi- 
cally rulers of the e~ i r th  try to refor111 the c:~lenclar of clays and 
months when it as periodically gets out of orcler. T h e  present 
arrangement of nlonths with twenty-eight, twenty-ninc, thil-tj7, 
and thirty-one clays \vas invented to make a calenclar n-hicll 
would last some centuries before another one will be needccl, 
just because the   noon's motion will not give twelve reg.111al- 
months, but twelve regular ones and one small one of abou t  h i s  

days. And when the present style of reckoning was introcluced, 
many communities of men in Europe re1)ellecl l~ecause tile\- 
tho~lght  they had been deprivecl of solne actual days of life. 

C~esar  ordered a reformation of the calendar- 1,y nttemptirlx ;( ) 

use the sun, but in time it fell into g-reat confusion. Pope (;reg- 
ory S I I I .  directed ten clays to be suppressect, and then found that 
the Julian calendar hacl an error which woulct arnount to three 
days in four hunclrecl \-ears-cluite a sesious matter. The  Gregor- 
ian year now prevails, except in Russia. But still the greater- 
nunll3er of men ancl the greater nunlber of  festivals depend on the 
moon and her motion. While if we examine the records relating 
to superstition, we will find that whatever may have been the 
place once helcl by the sun, i t  has been usurped by the moon, 
leaving one nation clistinctly worshippers of the Lord of Day. 

,Ilodern Theosophy, conling on the field as the unites of a11 
religions by explaining the symbols and traditions of each, is 
not esenlpt from the mystery of the moon. H. 1'. Blavatsk- is 
our sole originator of a theory regarding the satellite which one 
could not have invented \vith the most wonderful inlagination. 
She says her teachers told her, and leaves us to work out the 
details; but her theory will bear investigation if taken as part of 
the whole evolutionary sche~ne  reported by her. If we had 
thought to escape from lunar dreams and puzzles we were in er- 
ror, for while she plainly asserts that the former body of the 
entity now called Alan's Earth is the very moon in our sky, the ex- 



istence of a 111~-stery is as plainly declared. The  first tnj-stery 
~vhich she clainled to re[-eal-and, indeed, she first of' every one 
states it-is that in a remote period, when there was IIC) ear th ,  
the moon existed as an inhabited globe, died, and at  once threw 
out into space all her energies, leaving nothing but the physi- 
cal vehicle. Those energies revolved and condensed the matter 
in space near by and 1)roduced our earth ; the moon, its l~asent ,  
proceeding toivasds clisiiltegration, but cotnpellecl to revolve a r u ~ ~ n d  
her child, this earth. ?'his gives us n use and history for the 
moo1-l. 

Nut then the sanle messenger saj-s that the "superstition" 
prevailing so long ancl widely as to the moon's bad influence, 
as in insanity, in necromancy, and the like, is due to tilt fact 
that the moon, being a corpse intimately associated with ea?-th, 
throws upon the latter, so very near to her, a stream of nox- 
ious emanations which, when availed of by wicked and knowing 
persons, may be useci for ~ n a n ' s  injury. Then the same writer 
goes on to assert that six mysterious clo&rines or f a n s  remain 
yet untold, ancl all relating to the nloon. 

It would be idle to speculate on these mysteries, for it 1la.s 
ever been found that unless the Great Initiates speak the general 
run of men can but niodify, enlarge, or ~ n t e r t ~ v i n e  by their 
fancy those f a n s  and cloFtrines of which they have heard. But 
as to the fate of the mc)on, H. P. B., speaking for those Initiates, 
says plainly what is to beconle of our satellite. 

In  the first volume of Sea-et Uoct~.i~l~', in a foot note on page I 55 
of the first edition, she writes: 

Both [Alercury and l'enus] are far older than the earth, and Ijefort. the lat 
ter reaches her seventh Kou~ltl her mother tnoon \rill have t1issolvt.d into t1:ill 

air. as  the "mootls" of  the other planets have, or have not, as  the case nl:i!- be. 
since there :Ire platlets which have s t 3 ~ ~ c ~ ? - n l  moo~ls-:L mystery again which 110 

(Edipus o f  astronomj- has solvecl. 

This is extremely plain as to our moon, yet raises another 
mystery as to the general subject of moons. If correspondence 
is a law of nature, as I fir1111y believe, then it would be in accoscl- 
ance with i t  for the Inoon, considered as earth's former bodj-, to 
dissolve all away in course of tirne. And as evolution proceecls 
with uniformity, the upnrard progress of  our races and earth 
should be ~l larked by the gradual fading and final clisal~pearance 
of the moon, as H.P. K. says. I t  is likely that before our sixth 
rouucl is ended, it being the sound relating to BurJtr'Ai as the ye- 
llicle of spirit, the body of the moon, which was the vehicle for- 
pr(zr~tz and astral body, \\?ill have disappeared. T'ery probably 
one of the unrevealecl nlysteries has to do with the uses and pur- 
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poses of ancl for the whole mass of mattes noiv conbtit:~ting the 
moon's bulk. Nut ~vhatever those nlysteries are, t'he fa te  of our 
satellite is very clearly asserted, for the benefit of those ivho have 
confidence in H. P. R.'s teachers, and who arc willing to take the 
key of correspondence for the unlocking of the lccl; of Sature .  

~ V I I ~ I > I . ~ ~ ~  H R F  1 4 0 \ .  

A STUDENT'S NOTES A N D  GUESSES. 

T HE serpent symbol is a strange one. A cold, selfish crea- 
ture, voiceless ancl limbless ; capable only of sl~asmoclic 

activity as it seeks to escape, to sting, or to gulp its living prey:  
its life is spent in sullenness and torpor; its sole amhition is to lie 
" untrodilen in the sun". 

With a nlinimum of brain capacity it exhibits corresponding-1)- 
little intelligence, far less than that shown by many inse&s. 

Yet the serpent has been chosen, atnong all races, as the sj-111- 
1101 of intelleaual power of every grade, fro111 a subtle cunninX- ti, 
the wisclom of the gods. In  the Je~v.is11 mythology, it is re11r.e- 
sentecl as tempting the first \xTcjman with a promise of divine 
wisdorn and power: Hermes carries the c;~cluceus as a token that 
he is a messenger between gods and Inen ; the serpent acconlpa- 
nying A;Esc~~lapius signifies the healing poives ; Jesus exhorts his 
discip3les to be "\vise as serpents". 

Mundane serpents have signified an all-sustaining and encom- 
passing will and intelligence, both in India and the extreme north ; 
and the serpent has been the sy~nbol  of the adept, from the far 
East to ancient Pe lu  and Alesico. . . . . 

Perhaps when St. Patrick drove the snakes from Irelrznti, he 
was the cause of its soil having ever since produced more wit than 
ivisciom. . . . . 

Look into the eyes of any living creature and you touch its 
soul. The  dog seeks from yours something which he dimly feels 
and would fain comprehend. There is a look in his brow11 eyes 
as he fives them upon yours, which is not there at any other time, 
which he fixes upon no creature except man, ancl which no animal 
but the dog is able to give. 

As we look into the limpid fluorescent depths of a horse's eye, 
our sylilpathies go out to the fellow-being which looks out through 
that ivindow. Even when it sparkles with spirit, i t  is still teni- 
pered with ti~niclity. TVe feel its patiletic patience, which is above 
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that of the dull ox, an intelligence which is moral rather than in-  
tellectual, and we receive the impress of an instinmive nobility 
and unselfishness. 

The  patient clruclge is quick to respond to our wants rather 
thar, to his own ; a harsh \vord sets his pulses bounding; a kindly 
look awakens instant recog~lition. 

Contrast this with the attentive, well-regulated selfishness 
which gleams from the yelloiv eyes of the cat, as she looks debat- 
ing the chances of a nlorsel or the ~~os s ib l e  hosl~italities of a com- 
fortal~le lap. Watch thc change from the receptive to the ac?ive, 
as ?he hears a  nou use-like rustle, and the glare of the beast of 
prey shines out. 

Or, as she steps softly along, you are aware that she 11:~s in 
mind either a warm corner by the fire, an amatory intervieiv on a 
back fence, or a raid on the canary bird or an unguarded pantry. 
Self, andself only, is the center around which re\~olve the thoughts 
of this courtezan of the animal world. 

Tha t  clomestic Xra11, the rat, has hacl hislittle brain cl~~ickerlcd, 
for llntold generations, by contact with civilization, by its war- 
fare against him, by the c1;lngers ancl rewards of his predatory ancl 
pariah life. You can read the whole story in the mingled impu- 
dence, fear, ancl cunning of his beady eyes as lie faces you f o i -  . I  

nlomellt with his whiskers a-quiver, knowing as h e  does his exact 
distance fro111 the nearest retreat. 

Compare the eye of a rat with that of his thircl cousin, the 
scluirrel. 111 that softer little 01-b you read not only the alertness 
of his tribe, but  a milder curiosity and timidity. Yo11 are to hirn 
rather a strange and yossil~ly dangerous visitor, than a giant l~erecl- 
itary enemy. 

Greed ancl a limited shrewdness gleam from the small eyes 
of a pig, and when we see the like in a human being-we kno\v 
what to expe&. 

What creature has the chilling, stony stare of tke serpent?  
What can you read in those fixed eyeballs which suggests an erno- 
tion or a thought with which any human being ever had an instant 
of sympathy ? Their effect is different from that which can be 
produced by any fixed glassy ball. You feel the consciousness of 
the creature as it meets some sphere of your own, but it is an icy 
ancl utterly selfish consciouslless ; you recoil from the psychic 
touch of the snake as you do from that of his body. 

X writer in a recent number of the Fovtrl<hrhtl7y j\lti'ie?it, in 
speaking of the serpent, says : 
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"The  power o f  continuing n~otionless, with the lifted head 
projecting forward, for an indefinite time is one cjf the nlost won- 
derful of the serpent's muscular feats, arlcl it is of the highest 
irn1)ost;mce to the animal both when fascinating its 1-ictinl ant1 
when nlirnicking some inanimate objeC2, as, for inst:tncc, the stem 
ancl bud of an aquatic plant;  here i t  is only referred to on account 
of the effec2 it hzs on the human mind, as enhancing the serpent'b 
strangeness. In  this attitude, with the round, unwinking eye5 
fixecl on the beholder's face, the effecZ may be very curious ;ind 
uncanny. " 

He goes on to quote the experience o i  an African traveller 1~110 
discovered a snake at the l~ot tom of a pool of water : 

" Presently, n-ithout apparent motion, so softly and silently was 
it  done, the snake real-ed its head above the surface and held it 
there erect and still, wit11 gleaming eyes fixed o n  me in cluestion 
of what I was. It flashed upon me then that it n-ould be :i g-ood 
opportunity to test the power of the human eye upon the snake, 
ancl I set myself the task o f  looking it down. I t  n.ah a fooli\ll 
effort. The  bronze head and sinewy neck, about which the n-:~te~. 
flon?ed without a ripple, were as if car\-ecl in stone ; ; ~nd  the cruel 
u~lrvinking eyes, with the light coming ancl going ill tllenl, al'- 
peareci to glow the brighter the longer I looked. Gradually there 
came over me a sensatio~l of sickening fear, which, if I had yielded 
to it, ~vould have left rlle ponrerless to move ; but n-ith a cry I 
leaped up, and, seizing a fallen willow branch, attacked the rep- 
tile with a species of fury. " . . . . 

The  fixity of the serpent's eye is not the cause of the peculiar 
impression which it  makes. T h e  eyes of fishes, though not as a 
rule i~nmoveable, are moved but seldom ancl slightly. They have 
not that filmy blankness we see in the dead fish, from which the 
idea of the " fishy eye" has been derived. Study them in an 
aquarium (if you can do no better), and you find nothing un- 
pleasant in the eyes of a fish; no mattes h o ~ v  fixed they may be. 
They suggest rather tt restful consciousness of existence, which 
hardly feels its on-n se11arateness ; they recall in no waj- the stony 
selfishness of the snake. 

If we are fishermen, we grasp the sli111y scales of a prize with 
eagerness, while we would shrink frorn the less defiling touch of 
the most harmless snake. 

Fixity,  the^, is not the cause of the repellent fascination that 
lurks in a serpent's eye. 

Is i t  in the shape of his head ? 
Many lizards have heads closely resembling those of snakes, 



both in color and shape, in fact often more calculated to inspire 
aversion, if critically examined. Their bodies are cold and scaly 

and tapering. The  eyes of lizards vary in color and shape, as do 
those of serpents, but the expression is wholly different. Take, 
for instance, one of the little lizards that scuttle through the dry 
fallen leaves of our southern forests, or, sclulrrel-like, scamper up 
a tree and shift to the opposite side as we approach, or flatten 
themselves against the bark, with ~vhich they seem to blend. 
Fix the eye of one of these reptilian sprites, if you can, and you 
will find nothing repulsive in it. It is 1)rig-ht ancl incluisitive, 
what the nromen would call "cute", and you feel like feeding the 
little fellow with a fly, if you can convince him of y011s friendly 
intentions. 

The  toad is repulsive enough, el-en when impartially consid- 
ered. Industry is not his forte, and there is a fisity in his freckled 
countenance as he waits patiently for what Providence maj- send 
in the shape of a fat bug, but no evil light shines from the little 
circular, golden-iris windows. The)- will but wink and roil if an  
occasional doubt crosses hirn as to the expediency of retaining on 
his stomach that strange-looking insect which just now he confid- 
ingly swallowed, as it was rolled toward him by some one (let us 
say a school boy). 

. . . . The  Egyptians derived their symbols from ;L period 
when men were in closer touch with the soul of the world than in 
these days of machinery. T h e  manifold life which has built 
together the forms of dust looks out through many portals. I n  
the ancient picture-teachings n-e find the human form surmountetl 
by the head of the hawk or the jackal, the ibis, the cat, or the 
crocodile. T h e  bull and the beetle were sacred symbols, de- 
graded in a later age. 

In  all of these we niay read of an all-pervading power and intel- 
ligence, manifesting through a potential humanity, through differ- 
ent aspe&s of evolving soul. Streng-th and sn-iftness, keenness 
and tenacity, intelligences working in earth, air, and water, were 
all recognized as parts of the whole, as co-ordinate psychic fafiol-s. 
Xot one was despised as unworthy or contenlptible. 

T h e  Miss Nancyism of the nlodern sectarian affeas innocence 
and ignorance, and wlll have none of these things . . . except 
the lamb and the dove. 

Yet in that elder and broader symbology we find the serpent 
erect, as the symbol of kingly power and occult wisdom. 

Yet the serpent that csawls in the dust or glides through the 
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tangled snTaInp is a thing apart and accursecl ; it raises itself but 
to threaten, or to sting, or to paralyze with the steely steadfastness 
of its will. I t  is shunned by all that lives, by all that Aies or runs;  
hated in forest and field. T h e  only sound it can make is a hiss, 
and that sound is the only one common to the language of bird and 
beast and man. All who can use it  mean but one thing when it i.; 
sent forth ; malice, defiance, separateness. 

And is this reptile, with its cruel eye, its c r ~ ~ s h i n g  fold or 
poison tooth; which rejects even the freshly slain as its food; 
which must have a living, struggling victim; is this creature, 
because of its sinuous path or sonle fancied grace, to be taken as  
the type of anything to which we should aspire ? 

Instinct and conlmon sense say S o .  
But, with one accord, the solem11 picture-teachings of the ages, 

of Jew and Gentile, of  India, Egypt,  and America. point to some 
hidden mystery, to some occult combination of power and intelli- 
gence, of which, it may be, the serpent of the dust is but the 
degraded rudiment. 

Who can react the riddle of the serpent ? 

DECISION. 
" MAHAThlA L E T T E R S . "  

T H E  follo\ving correspondence, which explains itself, is pre- 
sented for  the information of members. I t  ~ v a s  submitted to 

the 8th Convention of this Section and approved of after one read- 
ing and consideration in committee and convention. I t  was also 
for~varded to the European and Indian General Secretaries, who 
have decided similarly in another case : 

144 31~1)1sox AI EA i L. 
NEW YORI,, Al/rzrch 12, ~Sc)q  

7b lli'LLLz?~z 2. fz~~Zge,E.sy . ,  Gen'L ,Yec;y, Am. .%c. T..j., ,\'ew l'ul-k, .I: 1 -  
DEAR SIN ASL) HI;OIHE.K. I desire to subnlit the follo~ving statement of 

facts for your consideration and opinion as a member of the Council o f  'I'.S. 
A member, in good standing, of the T.S. has, a t  varlous times and until 

quite recently, sent me letters and messages which purport to emanate from 
one of the Masters spoken of by H. P. Blavatsky and supposed to be interest- 
ed in the \I-elfare of the said Society. In these letters and nlessages there is 
no attempt to imitate the supposed hanclu-riting of the Master nor to convey 
any idea of so-called precipitation, but one letter is signed with the name, in 
full, of the Master whose message ~t purports to be, and others, whether 
signed or not, contain internal evidence that they are accepted as emanating 
from the same high source. 



It  has been suggested to me that a corllnlittee shoultl be appointed to in- 
quire into this matter on charges to be made that tlie sending of messages 
purporting to come, from a Master, or _\lasters, is untheosophical, or that the 
proper officers of the T.S. should consider the matter to the same end. 

I have replied that I consider this a matter into which a committee of the 
T.S. may not properly inquire ; that I do not, for a moment, entertain the 
idea that i t  may be brought within the jurisdiction of the Society under ally 
clause of its Constitution ; that it can rightly be regarded as  a matter between 
individuals onlv ; that any such incluirv or determination of such a subject 
would onlv tenh to raise i tlogma in {he Society, ~tncl, fur t~~ermore,  that it 
seems (leiisable that some official st:~tenlent of a general cllaracter should be 
made defining the Society's position on ci~~estionb of this natnre. 

Sincerely Yours, 
EI.I .IUI,I  H. l'.-it;i., 

.I J.'L'L/o;II (f t / le  7'hco.sojhk~rL .SOL-r'c.ijf. 

No. 51p) .  'TIIN I ~ O P I I I C A I .  SOCIE.I~Y, AAI~.KI(.AA S E C ~ I I  IS ,  
( ~ I ; x E ~ < A I .  SE(:I<F.,I..+\I<\.'~ ( ~ F I . I C E ,  144 JI .AI~I~(>s L 4 \ . ~ ~ ~  E. 

NEI\. YI)I<I<,  L~I~IYL.~  14, 1,\'94. 
TO E/lrbtt 11'. J'trg~,, /<.~y. 

I~EAI; SII; XSI) K K O ~ ~ I I E I ;  : 1 have your letter o f  12th inst, infornling nie 
that a member of the T.S. (whose name you have privately given nie has 
sent you a t  various tinles "letters ancl messages which purport to emanate 
froni one of the JIasters spoken of 11:y H. P. Klavatsky and supposetl to be in- 
terested in the welfare of the said Society, and that one of the letters is signecl 
with the name in fnll ol' the JIaster lvhose message it  purports to be, but that 
i:i the letters there is no attempt to irnltatc. tlie supposed hand\\-siting of the 
Jlasters, etc." and asking n1e officially \\-hether a committee could be properly 
ap1)ointed to consider the matter on the grouncl that such actions by said mem- 
ber are untheosophical. This could only be consiciered by the Society acting 
through a con~mittee on the ground of 1)eing an offe~ice under the Constitution 
of  the T.S. ; it is also a matter which shoultl tirst be submitted to the Council 
and the President ; i t  is competent in nly opinion for you to raise the cineition 
as one of information, asking for a decision or opinion from the proper officers 
or Council. I shall therefore give you my opinion officially and then for\\.nrcl 
the same to the Presitlent and the Council. JIy opinion is : 

Fi~st: The  matter stated is not one which the Society or its oficers can 
consider ; it stancis on the same ground a s  the aftirnlation of a member that hc. 
or she has seen or heard of or from a :\Iahlitml*l. On this see the public utter- 
ances o f  the President, Colonel Olcott ; also those of Mrs. Besant ; ancl the 
late p~~bl icat ion by 11s. Sinnett, President of the 1,ondon J,oclge, to the effect 
that what he ( Mr. Sinnett ) pul~lislied was directly fro111 said I\[ah:"ltmSs. 
These are not ofTences in the T.S. for the reason that cognizable offences are 
these : Slander of n~enlbers ; violation of the T,S.  neutralitv on questions of 
legislation. politics, religion, caste, ancl social rules ; vio1;ttion of the rule that 
we have no clogmr~ by proclaiming a clogma or belief' as  that of the T.S. ; 
wilfully hurting the religious feelings of ~llembers at  a meeting of Kranch or 
Section ; conviction of crime under the la117 of the land, and the like. In no 
place are  the I\lahlitn~:is, their powers, existence, or functions nientlonetl. I t  
is solely and simply a personal matter whether one shall or shall not atfirm 
he has messages froni the ?tIah2tm;is ; it is also a personal matter ~vhether 
other menlbers shall or shall not believe him. 

S'~,cotztl: I t  \vould be a violation of the Constitution to decide either nega- 
tively or affirmatively under the official shield of a T.S. Committee whether a 
person hacl or had riot a message from the JIahfitmiis, and to co~isider the facts 
cited by you xvould involve prelinlinarily that afirmative or negative. 'The 
Society xvould thus through its Comn~ittee fix a dogma one way or the other ; 
either the dogma that 31ahLitrntis exist and may be heard from, or the opposite 
dogmatic statement that such I\Iah:itmLis do not exist. 

On this I beg to refer you to the oficial statement by the President in his 
Executive Notice of May 27,  I S o  3, respecting the T.S. Conqress a t  the Par- 
liament of Religions. H e  said : " Of course it is to be  distinctly understood 
that nothing shall be said or done by any clelegate or committee of the Society 
to identify it, as  a body, with any special fornm of religion, creed, sect, or ativ 
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religious or ethical teacher or leader ; our dut!- 1)eing t o  attist11 ;t:id tlefeiltl its 
perfect corporate neutrality in these matters". 

'This goes directi>- to the point, arld n-:is meant. as intiniatcc! :o :lie 11y the 
Presitlent, to cover precisely the existence of the JIali,'itni~~s ~:~ic!er the \vr ~r t l  
" teacher" :ind to prevent an!. fixing of tlze 'I'. S. to 11.  1'. El~tv:~tsl;!- I)\-  means 
of the use of the n-ortl l '  leader". Hence n-e have in :~dvalice tlle clecisic~:~ in 
general of the President, in which the other rnemi)ers of tile Council \\-ill coil- 
cur, as I now (10 in advance. 

Fraternally \-ours, 
~~~~1.1.1.431 (2 .  J C L)<iE, 

[,.ent.?-(r/ .\'e~.l-ef(zrj/ .-i//le?-lZa?z St'c.fZi~il c!!l (J 

-lfe/wieY- qf the, 7.. .\'. ( ' O I L  / L C  i/. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
E[)IIOR 01. PA I 1 1 ,  A J11.s. ++ %- ,. ileal- nly Caliiosili:~ liome lias ti little 

gr:~ncldaughter, ti\-e ye:~i.s of :ige. who h:is never. \\-alkccl. She i h  physic~~lly 
\\-eak or delicate. 1,ut intellectually \-cry psecocioux. \\-lle11 but  thsec years 
of age Ltn ctlucatccl gentlei:~nil happening to call 11e:~rcl I ? ~ I  i.e:\ding and askec! 
the grnncln~otlicr if it \\-as not :t great task to teach onc xo !.oung to re:id like 
that. She :ins\\-eretl that she tliought that she must havc t ~ ~ u g h t  11esself f?.ol?~ 
the letters 011 the cans she played I\-ith, 1)ut the chiltl 1.e1)lictl . *So .  ~-~.antlrn:c, 
I knc\\- 110\\- to rencl 1)cfol-e coming to this house to livc", meaning l~et'orc 
\vns born., 

EIer gr :~~~t l fa ther  spoke 1,soken I:nglish, he being :L (;erm:iu. Xt'tes li,tc:?- 
ing to I~ini one clay slie saitl. **(;r:~ndp:t, i f  you Ilad attendecl school \\-lle:.c. I 
ditl, you \\-auld not have Ixcn allo\wd to talk so i~uproperlj- as  that". They 
asked her 11-he]-c that \\.;is. and she saitl it \\-as \\-hen sllc livetl in ;iuothe~. 
housc. *.And, grantlpa, you \\-ere not born then. I think". The!- tlicl not 
then know :mything a1)out reinca~-nation, and I esplaiuetl it to them ;t11(1 x-:t\.e 
then1 leatlets to r.eatl. Thcy ilo\\- accept it. 1,ittlc cllilt11-en c;~n te:tcii. 

~ - o ~ l l ~ , ~  tl.111~. 
.4 5101111~1< 

I O I I  I .  * '()Id I ) ia~-\-  I,e:l\-es SS\-" i3  o f  extraordinary in- 
terest. I t  minutel\- descriixs the :~~$earatlce to Col. Olcott a t  Sell- York iu 
astral hodj- of thc Slaster, with :~ccompan!-ing incidents, 11otabl~- that of thc: 
turban,-an appearance, \ye nlay ncld, seen also :iutl testified to b ~ -  a lad!- not 
:I Theosopl~ist. The Col. narrates t\\-o cases in \\-hich he himself had pro- 
jected his clouble, one of them illustrating 6<repercussion", and cites five in- 
stances of seeing clc:trl!- the tloubles o f  others, three o f  them Adepts. Seph:t:.- 
in1 gives the horoscope o f  JIr. (;l:ttlstoue, ancl sllon-s h o ~ v  his postal cards ~ ~ 1 - c -  

clircctly due to Jupitcs. '.Annie Kes:int's Indittn 'l'our" is :t ylo\\-ing record 01' 
tlle :~lmost ~*o\-:tl progress of that truly ro\-a1 \rom:Ln, nut1 iu the splenditl ilic- 
tic111 of Col. (jlcott tells n-hat sllc is :ind <rid. I-Ie tsulj- speaks OF .'thi. !i\-L 
n~ontlls' intellectual feast, this banquet of rhetoric ancl \\-isdom". ant1 clo- 
c l~~ent ly  describes her loftv religiousness, her profount1 devotiou. I t  is a tsi- 
1)ute 1-'ronl one of the most ch:~rming o f  I\-riters to one of the n~os t  glosiou. of 
ch:~r.actel-5.-LA. 17.1 

'1'11 I , : ~ S O I > I I  I(:..\I, S r ~ r r s c ; ~ ,  T701. \-11. So. 3, gi\-es .-Neo-Plutonism" 1))- 15. 
JT. 1Y:ird. and ..Keinc:trnation" 111- R. JIachell. The formel- 111-efaces at1 
analysis of the tloctrine \\-it11 a sketch of its ablest exponents, ant1 the style is 
peculiarly pleasing, n-it11 neat touches and a musical flo~i-. 'The text is far 
more lucid t1l:tn the cluotntions. I\-11~- shouldu't composition be better after 
fifteen centuries of practice? ..Kelncarnation" has man!- pregnant thoughts 
ant1 suggestions, ad\-ocntes iriclependent efforts to grasp truth, and most 
truly:saj-s tlltit ' * \ i-e onl!- kuo\\- a thing \\-hen \\-e can express it in our on-11 
language ant1 in clifferent n.3~-s". 'l'hc metnpllor-s o n  the 1:lst page are ~t little 
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mlsed, hut the Itlea is clear. If .fi;fizr?zgs continues through the year :is ~t 11:~s 
h e k ~ ~ n ,  those who have \avecl their 5 1 . 2 5  will be a good (leg1 poorer than 
richer. -[-A. F.] 

THE XOK,I.HI.RN ' ~ ' H ~ : V S O I ~ I ~ I ~ ~ ~  for ,\lay has its '*Editor's Remarks" as fresh 
and sprightly and sound as  heretofore, their combination of geniality ant1 
sense giving delightful favor. The subscription is only one shilling and six 
pence per year. I t  would 1)e nice if the editor would contribute some of his 
thought to the American ~ . ~ Y z L I I z . - [ X .  F.1 

THE PACIFIC' THEOSOI 'HISI  for May l~r ints  a most interesting aildress by 
the Countess \TTachnieister before April Convention upon .&The  Theosophical 
Society". 'I'he niethod of H.P.H.'s entrance into Tibet is described, ancl an  
outline of her tuition there and in Egypt. The remarks upon the po\ver ot 
thought are especially Ttrotig and good.--[A. F. ] 

Lrc;llrl. oi: .I.III,: E~s .1 .  has :ti1 utitloubtcd right to oppose 'l'heosophl- ant1 the 
T.S. if its convictions are adverse, but surely no cause can he :id\-ntlced l ~ y  
the publication o f  so indescribably \-ulg:ts :in article a s  that in the April issue 
called &'History of the T.S." I t  is  taken from The h'z~~hlljll'st li'nj'. If the 
question xvas merely of slang, or even (1eliber:~te n~isrepresentntion, one nllght 
let i t  pass as  lack o f  refinement or truth ; but coarseness so gross, so rctlolcnt 
of the stable, so disclosive o f  the character and  habitat of  the being \VIIO conltl 
use it, can only have lwcn cluotcd, it is fair  to suppose, because of pastial u11- 
f:tmiliarity \\-it11 English. Indian gentlemen. ni) less than American. nlust in- 
stinctix-cly re\-( )lt from vulgarity of speech, ancl from etlitors' sanctums as 
.,\-ell :is from private parlors must banish \\-hat helongs only in the styc. 

r ,  7- 1 

T l i ~  S e w  CAI.IPOKSIAN for .April and 1Iay frankly a\.o\vs its "pressi11~ 
need" of financial support, but takes the right way to secure i t  by a t  last Print- 
ing a readable article. "Scientltic ;rc7?-.szrs Christian Ethics", by Xdeline E. 
Knapp, is singularly briglit and penetrating. \Vitli great good humor and al- 
most entire fairiiess it handles conventional Iwliefs, jaunti1~- stripping off sham 
and anlusedly esl,osing contradiction, always clever, i~icisi\-e, strong. Ts it 
true that there are more Jlahometans than Kuddhists in the I\-orltl? Further 
articles b\- JIiss I<napp will do more to gain "s~~pport"  than even the des11air- 
ing offeron the iiisitle cover.-( A. F.]  

1,)ir- KF,I.I(;IOS, 1)y Kichartl Harte. I t  might have antecedently scenlet] 
some\\-hat improbal>le that 11s. Harte, even allowing for his natural versatility. 
\v~ulcl enter the field of rel~yious discussion, and incieed, strictly speaking. he 
has not (lone so no\v. For there is ne\-er in these 1;s pages the trace of a r)er- 
cel~tion that religion is the most profound of human experiences, the cons/ious 
relation of the soul to God, the reality of all realities and the niotor to cluty: he 
has no other thought of it than as  an affair of intellectual beliefs and opinions, 
and these usually expounded by a selfish caste for its on-11 purposes. 'The in- 
duenee of religion lie defines (page 104) as  "the power of the priests" ; . 'true re- 
ligion" (paye I r ;) as  "the correct interpretation of the Cosmos". Having there- 
fore no apix-ehension whatever of religion a s  anything more than cloctrine, it 
l ~ o u l d  he impossible for hini to treat it as  a spiritual force. 

Yet the consequence by no means folio\\-s that his \\-ark is either s l ~ a l l o \ ~  
or valueless. I t  is, on the contrary, shrewd, acute. logical, clever, vigorous, 
and \\-ell-infornied, besides being altvaj-s entertaining and sometimes \vitty. 
?'he attitude is that of a philosopher indifferent to the distinctions l)et\veen 
creeds, but with some hostility to the ground\~ork of all and a touch of cynic- 
ism as  to human nature, clesirous fairly to depict every side of fact \vhich 
his olvn limitations clo not exclude from vision, and careful to state the qualifi- 
cations or restrictions due to any theory. Hence not a little of truth and in- 
terest must necessarily come from so able a man and writer. T o  Theosophists 
his first chapter is the most interesting, and however acrid his tone to\varcls the 
'r. S. \\-herein he still claims meml-~ership, to H. P. H. ,  the Esoteric Section, the 
Mahatmas, and Theosophic convictions generally, it is no doubt a fact that 
the aim and actual operations of the Society have greatly changed since its 
foundation. This may not prove conclusively, a s  Mr. Harte thinks, the ab- 
sence of intervention by JIahatmas in the Society's affairs: it might even 
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prove the opposite, if the aim n-as raisetl and the ol )era t io~~s :nade Illore suc- 
cessful: 11ut it certainly shows that the Society 1135. in IIr. H:irte'b 11-ords, 
'&strayed an-a!- f~.om its original path and pusl,o>e". Ltzj. ( ie . f z :<r t i )?~  1s to l ~ e  
follo\reci 11y 7 2 r  0111' YiieoLogjf, and doul~tlehs that n.ill lje just :I< clel-el.. iuht 
as thoughtful, ancl just as  religionless. (O?.(!t,?-~zb/e t h ~ o t / ' ~ r h  I) . \  I I ! ,  L-20th 
$1. O C ) .  )-[*A. F. 1 

'1'111. 13oo1< or., , 1 1 1 ~ .  P A ~ ~ I I  01: J-II<,I,L F; is :i \-ession of tile CIiilie5c ~ ' l l ~ l O * O -  

pher IL:ic.-tzc's 7;zo- Teh-Aijlg, to \vhich ;\IT. \\-nltcr K. ( )!(I ha.;, i l l  l l i ,  c\-el.- 
pleasing htyle, prefixed an  Introtluction :inti atl(1etl a papel. 011 *s?'he '1';~o". 
I I 1 he test is largely in the for111 of pro\-erlls, 11 fe\\- somen-hat s:lg:iciou, I \ - i r i - -  
out 1)eing strikiny1~- l)i~ofouud, 11ut most of them superficial and coni~~~on;)l:icc-. 
and one r:ither \\-on(1ers ho\v \\-is(lonl of s ~ ~ c h  nlild quality coultl form tile 1x1.i.; 
of a national schc )ol o f  pllilosop11~-. -1 ,oars and 11-inclo\\-s", ha:-.; IJ:\c I-tzc-. 
'.:ll-e useful to a house 11)- lleing cut out". "A \-irtuous nlan is iclentifietl 
\\-it11 1-irtue". "T17hnt is brittle is e:tsily 1)roken". ..\-ir-tue is gooti". 'These 
truths \\wuld seem tc) lw incontest:il)lc, ancl the 110ok contains others quite a5 
much beyontl the reach o f  successful impugnment.-[A. F.1 

r \ 1 I I E  I)I\.IXE. I'\.\IANI)I.:I;, etlitect 1)y TI-. \T-~-nn I\-estcott. h:is an interesting. 
preface b\- the ctli tor., I ) (  )inting out that 1 3 ~ -  EIesn~es 'l'l.ismegistos the three tle- 
p;irtn~erlts of ascane 11-istlom-'Thet )sophr-, Alchen:\-. ant1 3I:igic-are conl- 
bined. and that, tlespite cor-ruptions, these seventee; clln1)tesh do c>~lshi.ine thc- 
very old Egyptian icleals :mtl arc almost the only existing remains the~.eof. 
H.P.K. spe:ll;s o f  hi111 :is ..the oldest :ind   no st spisitu:\l of the 1,ogoi o f  tlie 
TYestesn continent", :lnd Kenea1~- t11inl;s his tl:ite to I)e r o o  K. C'. 'l'lic :ti.- 

chaic xtj-lc nlakes the \vo1.1; curious. 1)ut its l)reak-u1) into 1)ricf ant1  tliscori- 
nectcd sentences makes it n-easisome. All these ancient il.ngn~c-~~t.; of S : ~ c : . ~ c !  
1,enrning have a place in llistor>-. \-et they pro1)ul)l~- :Lre not of jii.t;~t 4 ~ 1 - v i c ~  
to the practical student of  to-clay. \\-110 must l~:~\-c clc:li.nes.;. c o ~ ~ 5 e ~ ~ l t i o ~ ~ .  ;: 
modern treatment of thought, :t contempor:ineo~~s senw to \vol.tl<. '17!:c :.c\-- 
erent spirit anct the deep cognizance of superscnsuouh ~-c:ilitic.< (lo. lie\\-c\-cl., 
always edify. ( 7 7 2 ~  PATII,  c /o th ,  $1.00.)-[A. F. ] 

'I\IIE SUUICCI< (11: A ~ E . I ~ U K E : ~ ,  J. Kalston Skinner. This remarkable 11ook. 
so learned, painstaking, ancl profouncl, n-as pul~lishecl nineteen years ago, but 
the eclition has for some time been exhausted and much disappointment causecl. 
Robert Clarke & Co. of Cincinnati have just issued a neu-edition, aciding to it 
a Supplement of sixty-three pages n-hicll Mr. Skinner in rS;O printed for pri- 
vate circulation. The central iclea is that the Egyptians, Hel,ren.s, Romans, 
and probably the Hindus, used for linear measures a unit which has come 
down from antiquity unchanged, t h e  Rritrj-/z zirrh, ant1 that this arose from the 
relation of the diameter of a circle to its circumference, This relation and 
cognate facts are elaborately treated; histor\-, ethnology, symbolism, philology 
mythology being brought to bear on the theory, and special attention being 
given to the cotlstruction of the Great Pyramid, the significance of the k'a1)- 
bala, ancl the need of an esoteric interI;retation to the Bible. Mr. Skinner 
consiclers that the keys to this interpretation were a t  one time posseszed b ~ -  the 
Roman Catholic Church, the Free Masons, and probably the Greek Church and 
the Brahmins. Most curious facts in rites, measurements, proportic )ns, nun;- 
erical meanings, etc., pervade 'the whole n-ork, which \\-ill cloubtless aI\\-a!-s re- 
main not merely an  eruclite contribution to an interesting topic, hut a help tc I 

those deeper truths in religion which science is non. beginning to surrnihe. 
(01-tr'ernble.fi-ouz p.11 r r : cloth,  $5. (10. )--[A. F. 1 

"11. P. B." T. S. had II:t\- Sunday evening lectures : .\$i~z't n?zd b ' o z ~ / ,  
Donald Kicholson ; ;l'h(~ 7'7-ztth ~ 7 b o z ~ f  (;jlost.s, J:tnles H .  Connellj- ; , l i z i z r ? - c ,  
trrzrl 1 2 7 r t z ~ ~ . ( " ~  L ~ ~ T v s ,  JOS. H. Fussell ; L 6  7iS(, 00wc.l- af nn EjlrZ/i.ss LI:f'c.", 
Ales. Fullerton. 
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5.1,. J O H N  'Y.S., Hroolilyn, S.J-. . \\-:IS ch:~l.terecl 011 April 2;tl1 \\-i tli eiglit 
chartel--memlxss, :tncl is the eighty-se\-entll 13i.niich upon the .roll. I t  sta1-t. 
\I-ith a Headquarters and :L resiclent official. :trltl has alre:~tly plannet1 out im- 
portant \\-orl<s. The  President is 311.. Hcnt.!- C. Pnske, and the Secl*et:lr!- 
11s. Arthur I) .  Stetson. 305 Heclfo1.d ,Avc. 

,AKYXS T. S. lectures on Sutidny e\-enings in lIn!- 1rcl.e: l ) u ( , s  . \ ' ( . i t , ) [ (  t ,  

ttl(l(.h l ~ ~ ~ i ~ z ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ / ~ ~ z f i o ? z ,  1;. B. ( ;~~ i l ( l  ; 7 X ( ,  ( ) / ( I  (z/z(! thc~ L 1 7 t , ' i < f ,  A. TI-. T \ - ~ ~ ( l l ~ : ~ t ~ ~  ; 
~ i z ~ ? ~ z ~ z ? t  .\'ozf/, 1)s. Ed\vai*tl (;.I )a!- ;!'? c'.\.r,//f- / ) r r ~ ~  7'/((~0.\.0fhj1, H. T. Patterson. 

( ; ~ r . i i o r .  T. S.. (;il~.o!-, Calif., was c11:irtcretl oil 1I:ty 24, \\-it11 eight c1iar.tz.1.- 
members. I t  is one of the fruits of the Pacific Coast I,cct~u-cr's ~vork. I t  
ranks eighty-eighth on the ,Anlcrican roll. 'I'he 1'1.csitlent is ;\Is.;. PIIarj- A. 
T-an, Schaicl;. :iud the Secret~1l.y 1Irr. 1,ol:l I:. 1:or~ytli. 

JIIL Rr.l<c,~r,i\r II.~l<u~s\.c: ::1-1.ivetl :tt Boston Hc:~clcluarterx ilpt'il 20th. :itl(l 
lecturccl that e\-ening on :6Sc\-c~l Principles". Suntlaj-, zoth, in the 11:tll or' the 
130.toll Socictj- lie 1)eg:~n :t reply to st:lteme~its :ll,ont '1'lieosol)hj- macle in Ilis 
Ki1,le class 1 ) ~ -  Re\-. AIinot J. S:l\-:tge, the promineut L-nitnrian ministel.. 1 7 p o ~  
th:\t el-cuing 11s. Hi~rding confined himself to re t~ut t ing the accus:ltiou o f  (log- 
nl:ttism, and she\\-ing the re:~son:tl)lcncss o f  the '&septenar~-  constitution" : on 
t11c t'ollo\ving Suncinj- a.Reinc:~rtl:ttio~~" atid & & T h e  Alasters" \\-ere ti-eatetl I:])( 111. 

Cso\rded autlienccs listenecl to these :~tldl-esses, :tnd full reports uppc:ii.eti it! 
the Koston papers. At the I,e:lg~le lneeti~ig 011 ? thy jrd, the names of t\vellt~- 
cities atljacent to Boston \\-ere psesented. 3Iembers were called upon to 
sist in \\-orking up meetings, cng:tging linlls, ntld making prep:trntions t'oi, lec- 
tures. Many responses 1rel.e macle, ant1 it 1001;s as  if JIr. Hnrding is like]!- to 
have his hantls full for some time to come around Boston. I,o\rell I\-:ts .;vorketl 
117 &Is. IT. A. Richardson. :t11c1 Icctu~.es xi\-en 1)y 111'. T-Iai-cling on roth, I 7th. 
and I St11 3I:~p. Tlie hall \ras \veil fillet1 each evening. 'I'he ne\vsp:lpers g:i\-e 
very full notices, with result t1i:tt n colisic1er:thle number have gi\-en their 
nailies to join the study class to tneet tliere I\-celilj-. Charlesto\\-n, Lexington. 
Ken-bur!-port, JT70rcester, ancl Sharon II:L\-e nlseady fixed dates for mecting?. 
Lectul-es have :tlso been xi\-en :it the lj1-:~11cl1es at  Cambridge, ,Ilnltlen. :lnc! 
Sonlet\-ille. ?'lie Sr,cr-c,t Uoctl-fir(, class in Boston, :is \\-ell as  the I\-eeli1~- 
classes a t  hlaltlen and Somet-ville, have bj- his advice taken up the su1,jec.t. 
of the correspondence class for stud>-, and the members joined that class. 

( )11 J'l'liite Lotus I )ay the members of the Hoston, IIalden. C:tml)l-i tlge. 
and Somerville branches met a t  the Hoston H:t11 for the tnemoi.in1 sei.vice~. 
The  address \\-as $\-en 1 ) ~ -  11s. Hnrding. an excellent ant1 l o l l ~  :rt.~port ;1ppe:11.- 
ing in the local papers. 

T'ery interesting accounts o f  TI-l~ite 1,otus L)ny celebrations, condensect for 
P.\TH, have beeti unfortunately lost, together- wit11 other items. I,!- :t c:l,unl~j. 
in the printing-ofice. 

INDIA. 
X P~os11k;c. 1r.s has l ~ e e n  issued in ancl cisculated tlirough India :tnnou~:c- 

ing the formation of the L L K ~ - a l ~ n ~ r ~  I7id!-:t Prakatana Sabha", a Society tc, ..st-- 
\live Hinduism ancl raise the stnndnrcl of Spirituality". I t s  methods are avo\\-- 
edly modelled upon those of the foreign missionaries upon Intlian soil.-n:t- 
tive schools and colleges with religious instruction, jou~.nals :u11(1 leaflet>, 
wor1;ing centres, and a staff of preac1ler.s. T h e  High Priest of the Sri Sivag- 
anga Mutt is temporary President, but his is the only name given, ant1 so in:- 
portant an  enterprise needs the endorsement of  man!- influential names. The  
restoration of religious sensibilitj- and influence to a I-ace becoming dulletl 
tlii.ougli an imported secular spirit is a noble undert:lking, but i t  ma!- 11t- 
mnrrecl, even checked, if L60bserv:~nces and ceremonies" are niuch reg:trdetl. 
They are even yet too numerous. The  movement seems, hen-ever, to be ut?- 
der distinctively Theorophical auspices, and the \\-ord gL'I'heosophJ-" is used. 

CEYLON. 
( ) \  E \\,I I K L),\\ a Reatling Clns5 \\-as formed :tt Colombo, Ceylon, 11y t l ~ c  

1,:~nka Branch and ;I. fe\v visitus\. I t  \vill meet ever!- Sundaj- at  the Xnnle 
sant School. Dr. Enyli\h from America is l u r k i n g  hart1 to sevive the 
n k : ~  Branch. 
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AUSTRALASIA. 
Xi-c I ;L . \NII .  SE\\ ZF: . \~. : \ \~) .  ~ ~ ~ ; ~ l n t : i i n s  it:; \\-eekly open nlcetings ancl fort- 

niqhtlv Sundav eveniny lectures, both \yell :ittentlecl. ()rigin:il lectures 
hien $yen 1lp;in 7'/((, &rrv;lc~st of L f i ,  C .  \\T. Santlers ; .\i'(I'c,t-rial 7iirosi/$/lll, 
S. Stuart ; 7 % ~ .  7i-ztt3 r l t l r i  fAc, F G / s ~ ' ,  31~s.  1311is ; 7Xc.0sofl/l-ll nl~ l t '  f / c c ,  ,I/ir.z.c(l%y. 

or C.dlzit.#ir'~n~ of God, /~-(zr~?zn, and Rl~i~zcnrnatzotz, Mrs. S2ir:i I )rntEn. 

SI.I,SEY. S. S. IV.. keeps 1113 its Theosophical activities ; it.; fortnig11tl~- Iec- 
tures.;. reatl,inqs and discussions on Sunday evening, a weeklv .\'t,~-vt>f / )oc. f~- l j lc  
class a1ternaGly for beginners ant1 Lorlge meml~ers.  the former conducted 1 ) ~ -  
hIr-s. 13. 3Iinchen. 

-- - - - - -- --- - - 

G E N E R A L  S E C R E T A R Y ' S  T O I ' R .  

'The (;enera1 Secretary lecturctl a t  H:tmilton Hall. Oaklancl. Calif., on the 
evening of April 2jt11 to :il)o~lt iollr hundred persons, the subject being 
'.Ghosts ; \\-hat and where are 'They?" He also had n ~ ~ e t i n g s  with men~bers.  On 
the 20th he lectused a t  the llctsopolitan 'I'cnlple in San Fr:incisco on L631al~$t- 
n12s". This \\-as also the subject of the lecture a t  S:icral71ento,cluestions being 
subsecjuently put and replied to 11y 1Iess1.s. Judge and H;isgrove. 1\11.. H:LI.- 
grove had previously gone down to Santa Cruz on the 24th and had lcctul-ed 
these ancl a t  San Josh, besides seeing n-zembers. Meetings \yere :~lso 11el(l :it 
the Heatlcluarters antl othel.wise. On 3I:iy 1st they arrivecl :it Portlatlcl. ( ) r . .  
\\-here the (;enera1 Secretary lectured in Xrion Hall on .'ReYncartlation an(] 
K~;arm;1". X visit \\-as madc to Heaclquarters, \\-hew n~embers  mere nlet, a n  (1 the 
Y,raccli meeting on 3 I a ~ .  zd \\-:is attended. On the third they left for Scattlc.. 
\vhcre the Branch \\-as met ancl addressed. O n  the 4th I\-ent to Victoria. K. 
C., ant1 lcctured in Philharmonic Ha11 on '.I)e:tth and After". 'l'he :iudicncc. 
of joo \\-as almost n-holly of men. On the 5th went to Po1.t To\\-nxencl. \ \ - i ~ t . ~ - ~  
the LTnited States S tean~er  "Torkto\\-n" \\-as \-isitcd 1'01. :L t l i ~ ~ n c r  \\.it11 ti ic 
Con1mander, after ivhich n lecture it1 the evening \\-;is tleli\-ered 011 .*Ke'iucal.- 
nation" in &$Red  3lcn's Hall". I t  \\-as cro\\-tlccl \\-it11 275  ~)col) lc  ()n tlie ; t i ,  
returnetl to Seattle. ? ' r a~~e l  north o f  Seattle is xIo\\- 1,ecause stc:lnlers ~1l.c 
fe\\-. yet these is much Tlleo.;ol,l~ic:il interest and ;lutlicnces \\-ere surpi-isinglY 
large. On JIay 10th met the N:ir.:itln Kraucll of 1':icoma a t  their roon~s fol. an 
hour :tntl spoke o f  Convention ant1 other matters. 'This Branch has n g00(1 
hall \\here some member attends each c1:ly and keeps the place :ilways open. 
'I'he e\-ening lecture \\-:is :~ttendcd 11y :11)011t five hundretl people, and the lo- 
cal ~ ~ ; ~ p e r s  gave goocl reports a s  \\-ell as a long interview. The  nest at'ternootl 
left for Olympia, ancl Iccturetl in the rni tar ian C'hul-ch that e\-eniuy 011 

csKarnl:i and the Lan- o f  Cycles" to a small :inclienee. On tlle I rtll l;ft for 
Portlaud, Or., going on thence to Salt Lake City and arriving on the e\-en- 
ing of the I jth. 3Iet the Branch in the President's room a t  11 a ,m. .  antl 0th- 
ers I:lter. At  S : i  j lectured in the Salt Lake Theatre on .LRe'incarn:~tion :111(1 
Knrnla". and met Branch nlembers and incluisers on the ~ ~ t h ,  leaving it1 the 
c \ -~>ning for Colorado. After stopping in Aspen JIr. Judge \vent to I >enver. 
nlet the members there, nncl obtaiued a parlor in Albany Hall for meeting in- 
cl~iirers during the ~ S t h .  About t\\-enty persons called for convers:itior~ ,n 
'I'keosophv, and application \\-as made for n Bsnncb Charter by nelv mem1,c.l.s 
ancl thoseaalreadJ- on the spot. The prelin~inar\r meeting \ras addresseci hv 
>IT. [udqe and by Mr. E. 31. Sasseville. ~ r r i v G d  in Omaha, on the ~ifternoo; 
of th; r$h, and \\-as met by Branch President and many members. At F p.m. 
>IT.  Judge held a reception a t  the 3Iel.cer House, and on the 20th lectured a t  
Arc:inun~ Hall on ~"l?heosopl~y". 'The audience \\-as considered good. On 
the z ~ s t  he left 0mah:t for Chicago. 

T h e  body .  l ike a n y  o t h e r  house.  wil l  l imi t  a n d  a n n o y  t h e  user  if i t  be  k e p t  in 

bad  o r d e r .  

OM. 


