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WE ARE GLAD TO ANNOUNCE THE FORMATION AT BENA-
res of anew  Arvya Samiy) with nearly  fifty members, as
the first fruits of Swimijt Dayinand’s labors at that sacred
place.  The oftiecrs arve s President, Pandit Anae Natl
Vice- President, Dr. Havishehandva Serma; Seeretary, Moon-
shi Baklitour Stngh; dssistawt-Seeretary, Shew  Gobind
Singl 3 Preasurer, Gangading; Leibrarien, Navayan Singh,
My, Gangadin and other gentlemen of Benares have also
organized an English Debating Club with the design
of improving the members in the English kaguage,  We
heartily wish both suceess,

——————— S ———

A SOCIETY, CALLED THE ARYA HITAISHINI SABHA, HAS
heen formed at Shijabiupor with the laudable object of
mtellectual, social awnd moral improvement. It is wmler
the numagement of  Lala Baladnre Lal, late Honoray
Magistrate, and has Babu Sital Das Bandgopadioyai as
Seeretavy, The reading off good publications; the * re-
formation” of inpirious social customs und helping erea-
tures i want ; and the attatnment of * the end  to which
the soul is tending, by following the trne conrse of Nature
or laws of Gord 5" s the listening to Tectures and partici-
pation in debates—are covered by the Subha's prograanmae,
Seereey is to be observed as to the investigations in psy-
chological matters—a most sensible rule,

————

IN THE COURSE OF AN EFELABORATE ESSAY ON ““rhl
Greek Oracles” My KW HL Myers gives some very ins
teresting information as to the beliets entertained by the
ancients ot what we should now call the s]nirilwunhd.
Porphyry tells how the * demon” (spirit) sometimes speaks
through the mouth of the * recipient” (medinm) who is
entranced @ sometines presents himsclt ine o imatenial
or even material for, - The trance-state 15 mixed with
“exhausting agitation or struggle,”  Right choice of time
and circumstinees for indneing the trance-state, and oly-
taining vracular yeplies, s, according to Porphyry, nost
portmt, for a Pythio priestess (medinm) compelled to
prophesy (speak in trance) while nnder control of an alien
spivit, died 5 and under unfavorable conditions, * the spirit
would warn the awditors that lie could ot give inforna-
tion, or even that e would coertainly  tell falschomds on
that particulir oceasion,”  Ondeseending into our atino-
sphere the spivits hecome subject to the Taws and in-
{lacucees lll;ll rule mankind,and then a confusion oceurs
thevetore, in suel cases, the prudent inguirer should defer
his rescavches, o rade with which inexperiencaed investi-
gators fail to comply.”

Given afavorable duy, and ac gniltess intermediary”
(a true medinneg, some confinad space would then be se-
leeted so that the influence shondd not e too widely dif-
fuscd” This place was sometiines made dank, o the
spirit was invohed with  yells o stiging” - Duoving this
stnging  the medimn = fdls nto an abnornad - shoaber
whicl extingnishes for the tiee his oweidentity, wnd
allows the spinit to speals through bis hps"or e the ex-
act words of |’n|'|»|1) ry, “ 1o contirnne i volee for himself
through a mortal instrument,—Spirdual Netes,



THE THEORY OF CYCLES,

It is now some time since this theory which was first
propounded in the oldest religion of the world, Vedaisin,
then tanght by various Greek philosophiers, and afterwards
defended by the Theosophists of the Middle Ages, but whicl
cine to be flatly denied by the wise men of the West, like
everything clse, in this world of negation, has heen gra-
duadly coming into prominence again,
trary to the rule. it is the men of seience themselves who
take up.  Statistics of cevents of the most varied na-
ture are fast being eollected and collated with the serious-
ness demanded by important scientific questions,  Statis-
tics of wars and of the pevieds (or eyeles) of the appearanee
of great men—at least those as have been recognised as
such by theiv comtemporavies and irvespeetive of later
opinions ; statisties of the  periods of development and
progress at luge conmereial centres s of the rise and fall
of arts amd sciences ; of cataclysms, such as carthquakes,
cpidemies @ periods of exteaordinary cold wnd heat ; eyeles
of revolutions, and of the vise il fall of empires, &,
all these are sabjected i turn to the analysis of the
minutest mathematical ealevlations, Finally, even the
oceult signiticanee of nmmbers in namies of persons and
wames of eities, inevents, and like matters, receives un-
wonted attention. T, on the one hand, a great portion of
the edueated public is ranning into atheisin and seeplicisn,
o the other hand, we find an evident enrvent of mysticism
forcing its way into scienee,  Ibis the sign of anireepres-
sible need in llomanity to assuee itself that there i a
Power Parmmount over watler 5 an occult and mysterious
law which governs the world, and which we should rather
study and closely wateh, trying to adapt owrselves to it,
ghan blindly deny, and break onr heads against the rock of
destiny, More than one thonghtful mind, while studying the
fortunes . reverses of nations wnd great cnapires, bas
been deeply struck by one identical feature in theiv his-
tory, namely, the inevitable reenrrence of similar histori-
eal events reaching in turm every one of them, wnd after the
sane Japse of time, This analogy s found hetween the
events to be substantially the same one the whole, though
there may be more or less difference as to the outward form
of details, Thus, the belief of the aneients in their astro-
losers, soothsiyers wl prophets wight have been warrant-
ed by the ventication of many of their most jmportant
predictions without these prognostications of future events,
nnplying of neeessity anything very miraculons in them-
selves,  The soothsayers and  angurs having oceupied in
davs of the old civilizations the very same position now
uv(.-upiml by onr istorinns, astronomers and meteorologists,
there was nothing more wonderfd in the faet ol the foy-
mer predicting the downfadl of ancempive or the loss of o
battle, than in the Jatter predieting the retum of o comed,
a change of temperatnre, or perhaps, the tinal connest of
AMuhanistan, The neeessity for both these classes being
acide, observers apart, there was the stiudy of certain
scicnces to be pursued ther as well as they are powr, The
seience of to-dav will have hecome an * aneient” seience
a theusand years henee, Free and open, scientific study
now is (o all, wherens it was then confived bt (o the Tow,
Yet, whether ancient or moderm, hoth nay he called
exnct seiences ;s for it the astronomer ot to-day draws his
vhservations from mathematical calenlations, the astioln-
aer of ol also Dased his prognostication upon no Jess
aenle and mathematically correcl observations of the ever-
veeurring eveles,  Aud, beeause the seeret of this sciener
is now being lost, does that give sy warmnt to say that
it never existed, or that fo believe inoit, one st he
ready Lo swadlow “magic,” < nieaeles” and the Hke st ¢
< I i view of the eminenee to which moderm seience hias
reached, the claim to prophesy future events st be
regavded as cither a chill's play or a deliberate deeeption,”
says awriter in the Novoy” Premya, the hest daily paper
of literature and polities of St, Petersburyg, “ then we can
point at science which, incits turn, has now taken up and

laced on yecord the question, in its relation to past events,
whether there is oris not in the constant repetition of

This, once con- -
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events w certain periodieity 3 in other words, whether
these events recur after a fixed and determined period of
years with every nation 5 and i a periodicity there be,
whether this pertodicity is dne to blind chanee or depends
ont the smme natural laws, on which are more or less de-
pendent nuny of the phenomena of human  life,”  Un.
doubtedly the latter,  And the writer has the best mathe-
matical proof of 1t in the timely appearange of such works
as that of Dy, K, Zasse, under review, and of a few others,
Several dearned works treating npon this mystical sub-

Jeet have appeared of Jate, awd of some of these works

and caleulations we will now treat ; the more readily as
they are in most eases from the pens of men of eminent
learning. Having alveady in the June number of the
Turosormist noticed an article by Dr. Blohvitz  On
the significance  of the number Seren, with cvery ma-
tion and  people—a Jeamed paper which appeared late-
ly in the German jownal Die Gegemweart—we will now
stunmarize the opimons of the pressin gencral, on a more
suggestive work by o well-known German scientist, E,
Zasse, with certain refleetions of our own, It has just
appearcd in the Prvssian Journal of  Stotistics, and
powerfully corroborates the ancient theory of Cyeles,
These periods which bring around  ever-recurring events,
begin from the infinitessimal small—say of ten years—ro.
tation and reach to cycles which require 250, 500, 700
mud 1000 yewrs, to effect their revolutions around them-
selves, and within one another,  All are countained within
the Mihd- Yy, the * Great Age” or Cycele of the Mam
alendation, which itself revolves between two cternitios—
the « Pralayas” or Nights of Bralma, “As, in the objec
tive worlil of matter, or the system of efteets, the minor
constellations and planets gravitate cach and all around
the swn, so in the world of the subjective, or the system
of causes, these immerable eyeles all gravitate between
that which the finite intellect of the ordinary mortal
regagds as cternity, and the still finite, but more profound,
intuition of the sage and philosopher views as but an cter-
nity within T'ne Ereesiey,  “As above, so it is below,”
rins the okl Hermetic maxim,  As an experiment in
this divection, Dr, Zasse selecteld the statistical investie
eations of all the wirs, the ocemirence of which  hag
Teen recorded in history, as o subjeet  which lemds
iself more casily to seientific verification than any other,
To illustrate his subject in the simplest and most casily
comprehensible way, Dr. Zasse represents the periods of
war and the periods of peace i the shape of small and,
Jarge wave-lines running over the area ot the old world,
The idea is not a new one, for, the image was used for
similar illustrations by more than one ancient and me-
diseval mystie, whether in words or pictire—Dby Hemy
Kunrath, for example.  But it serves well its purpose and
gives us the facts we now want. Before he treats, low-
ever, of the eyeles of wars, the author brings in the record
of the vise and fall of the workls  great empires, and
shows the degree of activity they have played in the
Universal History,  He points out the fact that if we
divide the map of the Ol World into five Pauts—into
Fastern, Central, and Western Asia, Eastern and Wis.
tern Burope, and Fgypt—then we will casily pereeive, that
every 250 veurs, an cnortnons wave passes over these areas
biringing into each in its turn the events it has bronghit to
the one next pweceding,  This wave we miay call  “ the
historical wave” of the 230 yems' eycle, ‘The reader will
please follow this mystical munber of years,

The first of these waves began in® China, 2,000 years
B C—the “ golden age” ol this Empive, the age of Philo-
sophy, of discoveries and reforms, “In 1750 1. C. the
Mongolinns of Cential  Asia ostablish o powerful  cna
pire. Ju 1500, Fgapyt rises from its temporary degrada-
tion and carries its sway over many parts of Lurope and
Asiacy and about 1250, the historieal wave reaches and
crosses over to- Fastern Burope, filling it with the spirit
ol the Argonanitic expedition, mud dies out in 1000 L. C
at the siege of Troy.”

A sceond historical wave appears about that time in
Cential Asin, « The Scythians leave her steppes, aud.
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inundate towards the year750B.C.the adjoining countrics,
directing themsclves towards the South and West ; abont
the year 500 in Western  Asia begins an epoch of splcn-
dour fur ancient Persia ; and the wave moves on to the
cast. of Kurope, where, “wbout 230 B. C. Grecee veachos
her highest state of culture and  civilization—and further
on 1o the West, whiere, at the birth of Christ, the Roman
Empire finds itself at its apogee of power and greatness.”

Again, at this ln-nml we find the rising of o thivd his-
torical wave at the far E Sust.  After lnulungul revolutions,
about this time, China forms onee more a powerful cin-
pire, mud itg arts,  sciences and commeree Hourish again,
Then 250 years later, we find the Huns appearing hum il
depths of Central Asn s inthe year 500 Al D.anew and
powerful Persian lenlmn is formed 5 In 750—in Fastern

lurope—the Bv/.mltmc cipire ;mul in the year 1,000—
on its western side—springs up the sccond Roman Power,
the Fanpire of the Papacy, which soon reaches an extra-
ondinary developient of wealth and brilliancy,

At the same time, the fourth wave approaches from the
Orient.  China is again ﬂunnshmrr ;in 1250, the Mongo-
lian wave from Central Asin has overflowed and covered
an cnormous aren of land, including with it Russia, About.
1500, in Western Asia the Ottoman Fanpive vises in all its
wight and conquers the Balkan peninsula : bat at the
same timne, in Fastern Enrope, Russin throws oft the Tar-
tar yoke, and about 1750, during the veign of Fmpress
Catherine, rises to an unexpected  grandeur and covers
itself with glory, The wave ceaselessly moves further on
to the West, and begiuning with the middle of the past
century,  Europe is living over an epoch of vevolutions
and reforms, and, according  to the author, © it iy per-
missible to prophetize, thcn, about the  year 2,000, Wes-
tern Ewrope will have lived one of those periods of cul-
ture and progress so rare in history” The  Russian
pross tuking the cuc believes, that *towards those days the

Lastern Quostmn will be hn.all) settled, the national dis-
sensions of the Ewropean peoples will come to an end, and
the dawn of the new milleninn will witness the abolish-
ment of armies and an allinnee between all the Buropean
cpires.”  The signs of regeneration are also - fast wlti-
plying in Japan and Chiun, as if pointing to the approach
of a new historical wave at the extreme East.

It, from the eyele of two-and-n-half century duvation we
descend to those which leave their impress every century,
and, gronping together the events of ancient lustory, will
mark the ‘lc\clupmcnt and rise of empires, then we will
assure ourselves that, heginning from the year 700 I, €,
the eentennial wave lmshcs hnw.ml, bringing into prowi-
nence the following nations—cach in its Tum—the Assy-
rians, the Medes, the Babylonians, the Persinns, the Greeks,
the Macedonians, the C .\lﬂm"(.lll{\ns, the Romans and tlm
Germanians,

The striking  periodicity of the wars in Burope is also
noticed by Dr. K. Zasse.  Beginning with 1700 A.D,,
every ten yewrs have been signalized by either a war or
a revolution,  'The pcllmls Of the 9!1'('I|gthcmng il
wenkening of the warlike exeitement of the Furopean
nations anuacnt a wave strikingly regular in ity periodi-
city, tlowing incessantly, as if ]uopv]lml onward by some
fuvisible fixed Jaw,  This same mysterious law seems at
the sume time to make thesc events  coincide with astro-
nomical wave or eyele, which, at every new revolution, is ac-
companied by the very marked appearance of spots in the
sun. The periods when the European pewers have shown the
most destructive energy are marked by a cycle of 50
years” duration, It wonld be too long amd tedious ta
enumerate them from the beginning of lllstmy We may,
therefore, limit our study to he C)(lc beginning with the
year 1712, when «ll the Luropean nations were fighting
at the siane time—the Northern, and the Turkish wars,
and the war for the throne of Spain,  About 1761, the
“ Seven Years' War” 5 in 1810 the wars of Napoleon 1,
Towanrds 1861, the wave has a little detlected fron its re-
gular course, but, as it to compensate for it, or, propelled,
perhaps, with unusnad forces, the years divectly preceding,
as well as those which followed it, 1eft in history, the re-
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cordds of the most fieree and bloody war—the Crimean war—

in the formerper iod,and the American Rebellion in thelatter

one. The perimlicity in the wars between Russia and Tur-

key appears peculiarly striking and represents a very charace-

teristic wave, At fimst the infervals between the cycles re-
turning upon themselves, arcofthirty years” duration—17 10,
1740, l770 then these intervals diminish, and we have a
cycle of t\wnty yers—1790, 1810, 1829-30 ; then tho
intervals widen agnin—1853 and 1878, Bnt, if we tako
noteof the whole dwation of the in-flowing tide of the
warlike eycle, then we will have at the centre of it—from
1768 to 1812—three wars of seven years' duration each,
and at both ends, wars of two years,

Fiunlly, the author comes to the conclusion that in view
of taets, it becomes  tharoughly impossible to deny the
presence of a regular periodicity in the excitement. of both
mental and ]-h\\iml forees in tho nations of the world,
He proves that in the history of all the peoples and em-
]nrmnt the Ol Waorld, the eyeles mmlunu' the ville-
niums, the centennials as well as the minor ones of 50 anid
10 vears’ duration, ave the most important, inasmuch as
neither of them has never yet failed to bring in its rear
some more or less marked event in the Instm) of the na-
tion swe pt over li_) these historieal waves,

The history of India is one which, ot all histories, is tho
most vagne and least satisfuetory.  Yet, were jts econse-
cntive great events noted down, and its annals well search-
e, the law of eyeles would be fowal to have  asserted it-
self heve as plainly as in every other eonntry in respeet
of its wars, fmnines, political exigencies and other matters,

In France, a metearologist of Pavis weut to the troublo
of compiling the statistics of the colidest seasons, il dis-
covered at the sane time, that those years which had the
fiwure 9 in them, Lad been marked by the severest win-
ters, Jhs dignres ron thus: Tn 839 AL D, the nor-
thern part. of  the  Adrintie sen was frozen and was
covermd for theee anonths with dee, Tn 1179 in the
most. maoderate zones, the earthh was covered with seve-
val feet of snow.  In 12049, in Franee the depth of
snow and the bitter eolld cansed such a scarveity of fudl-
der that most of the eattle perished in that country,  Tn
1244, the Baltie sea, hetween Russia, Norway and Sweden
remained frozen for many wonths and communieation was
held by sleighs, In 1339, there was such a tewitie winter
in England, that vast numbers of people  died of stavva-
tion and exposure.  In 1409, the river Danube was frozen
from its sowrees to its month v the Black Sea, Tn 1469,
all the vineyards and ovchards perished in eonsequence of
the frost, In 1604, o Feanee, Switzerland and Upper
Tialy, people had to thaw their hbread and  provisions be-
fore they could use thenn  Tn 1639, the harbone of Mar-
seilles was covered with ice to a great distance,  Tn 1659
all the rivers in taly were frozen,  Tno 1699 the winter in
Frinee and Haly proved the severest and longast of all,
The prices for articles of toad  were so mueh raised  that
halt of the  population died of stwvation,  Tn 1709 the
winter was no less terrible, The gronnd was frozen in
Franee, Ttaly ind Switzerland to the depth of several feet,
and the sea, south as well as north, was covered with one
compact aud thick erast of ice, many feet deep, and for n
eonsiderable space of miles, in the usually open sea. Mass-
es of wild beasts, driven out by the cold from thelr dens
in the forests, souglit refuge in villages and even eities 3
and the birds fell dead to the gronnd l)y hundreds,  Tu
17249, 1749 and 1769 (cyeles of 20 years” duration) all the
vivers and streats were ice-hound all over Franee for
many weeks, and all the froit teees perished,  In 1789,
France was again visited by a very scvere winter, In
Parix, the thermometer stood at 19 degrees of frost. Bat
the severest of all winters proved that of 1829, For fifiy-
fonr conseeutive days, all the roads in France were covered
with snow several feet deep, and all the vivers were frozen,
Famine aud misery reached their climax in the country in

that year.  Tn 1838, there was again in France a most
terrific i trying cold scason.  And now the winter of

1879 has asserted its statistioal rights awd proved true to
the fatal influcnce of the fignre 9, The meteorolugists of
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other countries ave invited to follow suit and wake their
investigntions likewise, for the subject is certainly one of
the most fascinating as well as ingtructive kind,

Enough has been shown, however, to prove that ncither

the idens of Pythagorns on the wmysterious influence of

numbers, nor the theories of ancient world-religions and
philosopliies are as shallow and meaningless as some too
forward free-thinkers would have had the woirld to believe,

A4 GLIMPSE OF TANTRIK OCCULTISM.>
IY BARADA KANTA, MAJUMDAR,

There is a point heyond which experimental science
cannot. go: and that is the point which divides the em-
pire of what is called matter from the cmypire of foree,
Certainly the physicist is acquainted with the nature and
laws of certain forces, or more covrectly, certain nwdi-
fications  of some  mysterions  foree, but heyond  this
every thing is in darkness. To the modern scientist the
Jand of mystery s sealed  with seven scals,  His in-
stnments and machines, his sealpel and vetort serve
him il to solve the grand problem of existence,  Is
there no hope then 7 Arve there wo means by which
the ocenltism of nature may be revealed to man 2 Arvan
philosophy says there are.  But the ways arve different,
The external senses are but the vehieles for commmiceating
to the mind impressions of  those objeets which  these
senses can take cognizance of,  But these Arvans are not
adapted to receive impressions of the ultra-gaseons or
force state of watter,  Sight, sinell, heaving, touch and
taste ave essentially those attributes of the mind which
under certain  conditions  receive  physical  impressions
from things without and transmit those impressions to an
observant faculty within, And yet a proof of the existence
of these attributes of the mind is best hadd in the dream
state, when not only is mental vision brought in requisi-
tion, but smell, taste, tonch and hearing, all have their fair
play independently of the external senses. When we con-
fess to ourselves the existence of matter and  fovee which
are not cognizable by the senses, we can, perhaps, safely
look upon the mind as the only agent that ean perceive
such subtile phenomena ; for in one state at least, T mean
dream, we know of its independent powers to see, hear,
&e,  This clairvoyanee of the mind was known to the an-
cients many thousand years ago. Dwring their trance
state (samddhi) the Yogis by means of imier vision conld
see the mysterious agencies of nature uuderlying  ihe
nniverse,

In verse 61, Chapter XVIIL of the Bhagabatgita, Svi
Krishna says to Arjun, sitting in the hearts of the created
objects, “Oh Arxjun, Cod turns the achinery by his
Miyd.” But nowhere in that learned philosophy s any
mention made of what this machinery of My is, and how
it is worked. Purndnanda Gaswémi, an eminent Tantrik
Yogi, who lived more than two Tnndred years ago, has
left a book in Sanskrit, the nane of which is Shat Cheldva-
bhed, in which lie treats of the occult nerves and forees in
the buman body, Mention of these nerves and forees,
however, is to be found in the Bralmdnda Purdna, (Uttra-
gita, Chapter 1L, verses from 11 to 18), but credit is due
to the Tantrik author for having described them at length,
Tt is to be regretted that the anthor has used fignrative
language throughout the work which renders it valucless,
except to such as have the key to the allegories,

® The fondness of the Asiatic mind for allegory and parable is well illus.
trated in this paper on ‘Tantrik Ocenltism. 1o a Western man who eannot
read the menning between the Jines, it will very likely scem void of sense.
Thus the Atharee 1rde appeared to Max Miiller ouly ¢ theological twadille,’
whereasits text is full of profound philorephy and proves that its author
or anthorr were intimately acquainted with the hididen energics of nature,
‘I'he signiticant feature of the present essay is that the Tantrik Yogi from
whose work the extracts are translated, kuew the great and myaterions law
that there are within the human bady a series of contres of force-evelu.
tion, the loeation of which becomes known to the aseotic in the course of
his physical self-development, as well as the means which must be re-
sorted to to bring the nctivities at thexe centres under the control of the will,
To employ the Oriental figurative method, these poinls aro so many out.
i\iorgs 60 bo captured in succession before the very citadel can be taken,—
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The six revolving wheels of force, mentioned in the
sequel, are connected with one another and arve farther
connected with the grand machinery of Mavd pervading
the Universe. Tt is not to he supposcd that there is in
reality any wheel or lotus in the human body : the anther
means only to point out the active centres of certain
forces,

“ Shat Chalrabhed,

“ Qutside the spine, to the left is the Tra nerve, resplendent like
the moon, and to the rvight is the Pingald nerve, resplendent like
(hf: sun,  Between these nerves, that is, within the canal of the
spine, is the Sushumui nerve, eftulgent like the sun, moon anl fire,
il possensing the three attributes of Swatwa, Rajas and Tamae,
Assuming the shape of a full-Llown Datura wmetel towards the
Mulddhar Padima (radical substration of the paychological forces)
it extends to the crown 3 and within the apertuve of this nerve is
anerve called Dajri extending from the pudendum virile to the
crown, ‘The interior of this latter nerve is perpetually blazing.

“Within this blaze of the Rajri nerve is a nerve called Chitrini,
girdled by the Pranava (that is, the three powers explicated by it)
and fine as the spider's web,  This nerve permeates the six lotuses
(the trijunction points or eells where the Tra and the Pingali nerve
weet with the Sushumni nerve) on the Sushunmi nerve. Within
the Chitriui is a nerve called Bralina nevve, which extends from
the mouth of the great positive force (Mabhideva) in the first cell to
the crown,

“There is a very delightful place (the fissure of Sylvius 1) where
the mouth of the Brahma nerve emits nectar.  This rl:u-c is the
Junction of the frontal lobe with the temporal lobe of the cercbral
hemispheres and is the mouth of the Sushumni nerve,”

The authior now procceds to deseribe the seven systems
of psychological forces pervading the body through the
cercbro-spinal cord.  There are seven: points where the
spinal accessory nerves, Tra and Pingali, mect with the
Sushunmid nerve,  Each of these points is ealled a Jotus,
1 will in the sequel eall them cells,

“ The first cll, called Adhis Padwic,

“This cell is sitnated on the Sushumui nerve lelow the puden-
dvm virile and above the fundament, Tt is bright as gold and
has four petals of the color of Bignonia Indica, symbaolized by the
four letters ba, sa, s and sha. 1t is situated topsy-turvy,

“ Within this cell is the quadyangular mundane discus surrounded
by eight spears, soft and yellow as the lightning.  Within this dis-
cus is deposited the procreative somen virile,

“Thiz semen viride is decorated with four hands and is mennted
on the clephant of India, Inits lap is the creator-loy, having
four hands and holding the fonr Vedas in his mouth,

“ Within the quadrangular discus above refared to is a goddess
(pazsion, T believe) named Dikini with swinging fonr hands and
Blood-red eyes.  She is glorious like twelve suns rising at  the same
time ; but visible only to the pure-minded yogi,

“AWilhin the pericarp of the Bajii nerve, bright as the light-
ning is the philoprogenitive triangular discus of Tripuid Devi, With.
in this diseus ig the airv of Kandarpa (cupid), which is capable of
passing freely through all the members of the body. Tt is the
rovereign lord of animals, is blown like the Ddnduli flower and
glorious like undreds of millions of suns,

“ Within it iz the phallus of a Siva, facing west, his bady soft
like melted gold, embodiment of wisdom and communion, red like
a new twig, and coft as the beams of the moon, It lives in the
sacred city (Kasi), is full of felicity and i round like a whirlpool,

¢ Fine ns the string of the stalk of lotus plays above this phallus
the charviner of the Wniverse (Kulakundalini) extending to the nec-
tar-flowing fissure of the Brahma nerve, Like the lightning play.
ing in new clowds and the spiral turn of a sliell, she rests over the
phallus in three and a half circles as does the slecping serpent over
the head of Siva.

“Plhis Kulakundalini, residing in the Mulidhdr Padina, hmos
like the bee inelriated with the nectar of flowers, and by distii-
buting the inspivation and respiration of animals keeps them alive.

“« Within this Kulakundalini, subtiler than the subtilest, and
resplendent as the lightning s Sri Parmmeswari (that is, Prakriti
or mundaue souvce), whose brightuess manifests the Universe like
acaldrvon,”

“ The second cell, calied Swidhizhtin adma,

# On the Sushimnnd nerve is another cell at the root of the pw-
dendum 2drile, whicl is red like vermillion and bright as lightning.
It has six petals symbolized by the six letters ba, bha, ma, g,
and le,

“ Within this lotus is the white discus of Baruna (Neptune), in

whicli is the seed, ¥ F, argent like the autmnnal moon, having cres.
cent on its forehead and mounted on g *

* The Sanskrit word is 19, § means Baruna: but I dow’t know what
this ¥ means,
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“Tu the lap of this § seed, blue like the clowd, young, und
wearing red cloth is Hari (positive force) haviug Sribatsa and Kouns.
tava-mani on hix bLreast, and holding the four Vedas in his four
hands with Lakshini (negative foree).

“ Within the said discus is a goddess, Riking, her color is like
the blne lotus, holding many ars in her hands veady  to attack,
wearing wany orninents and apparel, snd hik mind inebriatedl,

“ He who can realize the disens of Baranain his wind becomes
ina moment freed from individual conscionsness and  emerging
from the darkness of folly shines like the san,”

( 7o be continued.)
Rajshahiin Bengal, April 1ss0.
-—— e e —
ASPECTRE GUIDI,
BY V, P, ZELIIOVSKY,*

At the end of November, 1879, occunied in our town of
Tiflis (Russian  Cancasus) an event so extvaordinary and
incomprehensible, as to persuade more than one hitherto
sceptical person that there must be some trath in the
behef of the spiritualists, It is in the police and erimi-
ual vrecords now, and can be verified at any day. T was a
witness to it wmyselt, aud the chief personages of the tra-
gedy hive but o few steps from my own family residence
i the Nicolnefskaya Street, which adjoins the Ovtehalsk
Strect, where stunds the house of the Kaaziin family,
The event is thus summed up in the police records i —

“ The discovery of the crime is due to the apparition of
the murdered man kimsely, in full duylioht and before a
awnber of wilnesses”

lu the Mololan quarter, on the ontskirts of Tiflis, be-
tween the garden of Moushtaid and the railvoad, Tives o
widow, whose only son, Alexander, a lad of about cighiteen,
lett free after his father's death to do as he pleased in the
house and with himself, soon fell into bid company and
took uncontrollably to drink,  The mother was in des-
pair; she preached and begged and threatened, but all in
i, Alexander Kaazinin went on, and with every day
matters becae worse with him,

Ouce, before sunset, he left the house after quarrelling
with his mother,  She had insisted upon his rennining at
home, tor shie well knew he would return drank, Though
he had deceived her more than onee, and usually broke
his promises, yet- this time as he had solemnly pledged his
word to come lLome earlier, the mother, h;u’iug put the
youngest girls to bed, sat at her work to await the return
of her prodigal son,

Thus she sat quictly sewing, cagerly eatching every
sonmd, in the hope of heaving  the ereak of the opening
gate and the funiliar footsteps; but she listened i vain,
Hours passed on and  miduight struck  at last,  The
silence was profonnd around her, and no sonnd was heard
but the chiivp of the ericket bebind the fire-place, and the
monotonous ticking of the clock....Of late, her Sashkat
hiad been more than ouce absent on drnuken sprees for
days together, but the poor widow had never awaited him
with such an anxicty as on that wemorable night,
never longed so despairingly to see him back, Several times
shie had gone outside the gate to watch for his return,
The night was frosty and as light as day, the Novewber
moon being at the tull,

Two docdock...then three in the morming L. The sad
mother went once more into the street, nud seeing no one,
with a heavy sigh concluded to wait no longer and after
shutting aud finuly bolting the gate, went to her bed-
room,  But hardly had she crossed the threshold, when
the iron lateh of the gate was lifted, and the familiar foot-
steps of her son sounded heavily upon the trozen ground,
She heard them across the yand, then pass under the win-
dows townrd the hall, but no one enteved,  Thinking that
in her anxiety she had juadvertently  fastened  the hall
door with the hook, she retwrned to open it tor Liim,

® Written for the ‘Luircesorinst, by a near relative of ours, ax the truthe
ful uurrative of an ocenrrence which set the whole town aud the police of
Titlis aghast,

+ Diminutive for Alexander,

Neither in the hall, nor in the yard was there any one
but the watch-dog, which had growled at first, was now
howling and mouning pitconsly, and the gate which she
had bolted stowd wide open.......

The heart of the mother was struck with tervor,  She
ran out into the street again, looking to the right and left,
~—but not a soul was there to be seen at that late hour,
With a heavy presentiment of something evil, she veturn-
ed to her work, for she could sleep no wmore,  There she
sit—according to her own simple nareative—thinking
how two years hefore, just betore her hushand’s death, that
same gate, <o what they might, wonld wet keep shat,
It was useless to boit it, however finnly, for as soon as
shint, it would he flung open, ax though some mvisible
hand had unbolted it And this went onuntil the mas-
ter's death,  After they had buried  him, the gate opencd
no longer......

While brooding over the past, and overcome by her sad
thouglits, the widow suddenly fell asleep over the table,
It was but for w moment, for she suddenly awoke, trem-
bling trom Lead to oot and covered with the cold sweat-
tervor 3 in vision she had seen her only son, calling her
pititully to his help, and she Leew that he himselt conld
come no ware, She conld Lardly wait for daybreak, and
at early dawn sallicd forth to search for her boy in all the
neighbouring  taverns and - gin-shopw,  But - Alexander
Kaazmin conld not be found nor had any one seen him on
the night before,  The old woman had thus visited many
drinking places, and was already  retwrming home a fow
winwles befure woon, tived ont, wnd in both mental aud phy-
sicul ngony,

Everywhere the quest was truitless, awd the load grow
heavier on her hemt at every  disappointment.  The
passers-hy looked wonderingly into her griet-stricken face,
ad some who knew would have stopped to ask the eause
of hier trouble and offer their helpe But she saw  no one,
heand o one ;3 one Image alone occupied hier thoughts,
and her eyes wandered from fuee to face only to see i it
were his, whom she sought, but finding it was not, looked
uo longer. The diveful sense of  impending disaster grew
stronger every moment, awd though she ceased not to look
in every direction, despair possessed  her soul move and
more,  Now she found heselt in a erowd whieh had been
gathered by some temporary  obstruction of the footway,
but she kept on, and the peopls, as though moved by the
subtle influence of her sorrow, parted to the right and left
for hier that she might pass through,  She had retchied a
strect-corner and was about to cross when at the opposite
side the figure of o young man whose back was towands
her, arrested  her attention, The mother’s guick glwee
recognized it instantly as her Alexander’s, sud with o evy
of joy she davted forwird to catelr hold of him, "The
man turned at the sound of her volee,..yes, it was he, bat
how padlid T His fiuce was blomdless as that of a corpse,
s there was no lite in the eves that looked into herown,
but a far-away look and an expression of pain that seut a
thrill through her every fibre,  Sashka ¥ she serenned,
* Sushka 0 Some would have Lheld her, thinking her ill,
but she broke from them and ran to  the place where she
liad seen him last, He was gone, she kuew not whither, but
she hurried away in the divection in which he had been
proceeding—the pale, despairing fuce seeming to bid her
follow,  Again, but this time fur away down the street
she saw him, and pressed forward, determined this time
not to lose sight of hin, He had no hat on, and the No-
vember sun shone on his light hair so as to make it to her
Indulgent faney, ahwost like o mass off golden threuld,
Onee hie seemed about to stop until she shonld cole up,
but he ouly ruised his arm sund beckoned to her, at the
sitne monent turning the corner of a street which led to-
wards hier own quarter. Fear lent speed to her weary
feet, and she ran as though she were a younyg givl again
instead of a matron full of years,  She veached the corner,
tined it but he was not insight, though she could see fi-
ther than he could possibly have gone in the few seconds
that haul clapsed.  She conld not repress the groan that
burst from her lips, And yet up to this mowment, strangely
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cnough, the idea had not ocenrred to hier that shie had not.
been secing her own lving son in flesh and bload,  Truth
to say, what with her night-long vigil, her anxiety, and
the excitement of the day’s adventures, she was in no
mood to reflect. But now n superstitions horror - cane
over her all at onee. The death-like face, the vacant eye,
the dumb appeal for her to follow, the disappearance and
re-appearnnce, and now the final vanishing of the substan-
tial figure into thin air, rashed to her congcionsness in
one erushing thought that her guide was but the spectre
of her son, - Fora moment she tottered and evervthing
swam hefore her eves, she felt that she was about to
swoon : but some new strength scemed suddenly given
hier, and she davted forward down the street,

She had ransacked, as she thought, every place of dissi-
pation where Alexander wonld he likely to have passed
his might of riot.  Seeing the apparition no more she was
perplexed which way to turn 3 hut, just when her confusion
of mind was greatest, an inner voice seemad to tell lier to
mquire in aninm situated elose to her own house, 1t was
not precisely a gin-shop, but o kind of eating-honse and
beer-drinking saloon combined, which her son was not in
the habit of visiting,  As it was Sunday the inn was full
and enstomers plentitul at the bar, o the mother's (ues-
tions, they all manifested sympathy for her, and  answered
kindly, It no oue had seen her son,

Then Mys. Kanzinin prepared to leave the place.  The
galoon door opened into a yard, in which an eaterior wood-
en staivense led to the upper pat of o huilding, a kind of
lott where hay was stored. The poor mother, now con-
vineed of her son's death, eatie out into the yard, follow-
ed by all the visitors of the heer-honse and even by the
proprictor of the place himself—an  Armenian, all loudly
expressing their svinpathy for her despaiv and trying to
give her hopes,  Suddenly as she turned to leave, her eye
canght sight of the staivense of the hay-loft, and on the
platform at the bottom, whom did she see Int her son,
Alexander, standing right. before  the middle one of three
doors, the one of the staivense leading to the hay-loft,
This at any rate could be no ghost, for there he was as
solid and substantial as any of the men about her ! Tna
aush of joy she exelaimed—< Sashka L. Thank Gaod i,
What are you doing there 2...Heve am 1 worrying myself
to death in search of you, and you...there ! Sleeping
over the wine-fines, no doubt, 2...Come here, yon gond-
for-nothing vagabond L..What are you heckoning me for?
But suddenly, her face beeame deadly pale, and she stag-
gered, The remembrance had Hashed upon her that now
i full sunlight, and at_noon, her son was repeating the
same gesture of mute entreaty he had used in her vision
of him, the night before, and his life had the very same
awful look she had noticed in the street just now,

Then, a wild terror seized hold of the woman, T'o use the
words of her owne testimony in the police-comrt—she felt
that smuething dragued her rresistibly there, towards lier
son ; and, forgetting her fatigue and everything clse, she
rushed towards the stairease, and shouting to him to wait.
for her and not to go away again—for she now was con-
vineed that she saw her Leing son—she flew up the steps
taking two at a time.  The witnesses to hier conversation
with  ewpty space, and her strange actions testified, at the
coroner’s inquest and also in comrt, that they had verily
believed her for one moment ntterly insanc,

Though her Alexander had again  disappeared, and did
not wait for his mother on the platforn, she nevertheless
Jdt, as she says, the same mysterious joree drogying her
across the yard, and compelling her toselect ont ot the three
doors before her the vight one. Upon entering the hay-
loft, the mother began loudly ealling her son, but there
was no answer,  He was not there.,..

“ I earmot deseribe, what then possessed me,” she tes-
tified, 1 neither felt astonished at the new disappear-
ance, nor did I think of any thing, or desive for aught. I
only felt, though 1 neither saw nor found  him anywhere,
that my son was there, near me L. There was a Irge bun-
dle of hay lying on the floor...And 1 heard as if it were a
voice whispering within me : search it, search it.,..turn it
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over L..and I rushed to do so. T immediately found a
paiv of legs encased in boots, which T recognized 3 and
before uncovering the rest of the body, T remember well...
1 pushed and shook the legs, as one does to awake a sleep-
ing man, repeating loudly, © Come, get up ! you have had
cnongh sleep there ' Come out 17 And  then, secing that
he heeded e not, I uncovered his head and face...It was
onlyv then, that T saw he was indeed cold and dead L.,
But even then T did not feel surprised. T neither shouted
nor sevemmed, but only tiened vound  to - eall upon the
witnesses, {o sce what 1 had discovered.......”

The amazed bystanders had, of course, followed  her im-
mediately into the hay-loft and had witnessed the strange
seene, But, as soon as the legs had heen found, some
quick-witted men among  them took upon themselves to
secure the landlord,  Livid and struck with superstitions
terror, the doalhantel ik (inn-keeper), as soon as he had seen
whither the mother was rushing to look for her son, Alex-
auder, who had appeared o her alone—waited neither for
police nor coroner, but falling upon his knees  confessed
hefore all the people that young Kaazmin had been killed.

The hnquest now ghowed that neither the doalhqntelil:
nor his two accomplices were murderers by premeditation,
but only intended to gratify their baser instinets at his
expense,  Having plied the boy with  drinks till he had
become jusensible, they wanted to have some “ fun,” they
said, and dvagging lim o the hay-loft, piled upon him
heaps of hay and pillows to stifle his evies. But they had
niscalenlated, it scems, the strength of the Tignor and
were very mueh astonished upon finding at the end of the
“trick” that the vietim had hecome quite stiff and lay
hefore them—a corpse ! Young Kaazinin had - died of
cither apoplexy or suffoeation * 1 Then, the playful nutes
decided in their picty that such was the Will of  God...
and  lLaving coverad the body with hiay, waited for the fol-
lowing night to came to dispose of it insome diteh, They
felt sure, they said, that the young man being known for a
drunkard, his death would be attributed to apeplexy re-
sulting from drink, and buried withont any  further en-
quiry,

So had the maderers decided, hut not so the miscrable
Alexander Kaazmin, or his perisprit as the Freneh spiritists
would say.  The wiaith of the dead man had itself lad the
search for his sinful hody.

———p——mm

"SYNODPSIS OF THE ARYAN LITERATURL,
Y RAO BAHADUR GOPALRAO HURRLEE DESHMUKIL,
Vice-1'resicdent of the Theosophical Society.

The sacred literature of the Avyas is divided by tle
Dialmans whe follow the vight-hand way of worship
(Fiomnl) into thice classes called MT Hem snuti or
Vidas, 3UF frem Rishees or litaature ecmposed by Ri-
shees, and €T fiom 55T or litevature written by men.

The Tantric Bralanang, who follow a8t {he left-hand
way of worship, take a different view.  They divide the
sacred literature into {wo classes @387 or Vedie and 397
or Tantrie, They maintain that Tantias ave like 2f@ being
mostly revealed by Rhiv, the favenrite deity of {he Yogis,
Kulucka Bhut in his ccmmentmy on the laws of Mann,
FOYE—

SigdialEmEdakagaiaa |

A7 literature includes the whole range of the Vedie
books, such as ®fedr, g, AT9aF, I, UL and €3
which collectively nie called @I, There ave different Sha-
khag, foundad en different Vedas and different readings of
the Vedas,

2938— Auxiliary scicnces to four Vedas are called “ Up-
vadas” Fliese are 31347, faenag, alvd, and 'ﬂ@"‘i?{ i, ¢,
nicdicine, mechanics, music and milifary ait,

* The Coroner's inquest brought out this fact,
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AT is figuratively considered o person having six or-
gans, deseribed in the following verses—
BT IIATEATAIFETYIRT ||
SUIfqIRgA-ay g I4IAg=ad 1|
fmamwraaq(awﬁ FIRHT ||
amkahmﬁwﬁmeﬁugaw Il

These verses say that—

His legs  are  Prosody g3.

His lands  are  Ritual Fe9 or 8.
His cyes  are  Astronomy SqIfay.
His cars  are  Vocabulary fag® & fave,
His nose is  Rulesof Pronunciation f3rar,
His wouth is  Graommar eqrEd,

Whoever reads the Vedas with the help of these organs
goes Lo the Heaven of Brahma,

Af@ has minor organs 3T or six Darshans or six systens
of phllusopll),callu\ steq, a3, g, é'ﬁlﬁi)' Higg and
ﬂql d.

Hence the complete study of the Vedas iy
aigIAINAAT or swadbyaya @A,

Vedas are recited according to a peenliar musical system
in cight ways, culled fﬁffﬁ' which are described as follows :

AZHNITE R TR I SIHINA ¢ ||
SRCFTT: NRFFIEEAT : |

These originate in 95 or scparated  words and F3H or
sv lml.ltul W ()l(l'-l twice repeated, There are tive T8, called
*H, NIWW JTFH, R and cgdm.

Now the sccond branch of the Aryan literature is 8719,
It iucludes WIH or treatises on law and customs, wnd qT1or
or, religious lt-rcml.uy stories,  These together are ¢lled
\mma.

A large number of these books and aovariety of their cha-
racter lm\ induced Bralimans to divide them under three
classes necording to their own views. These classes are called
afeas A" & w8 or divine, nman and  diabelical.
This principle is sometimes applicd to shrati also, 34
HIGFR is set down as TFE though supported by Vedas,

eifd aredivided into 389 and 8Y, large and small,

9T% are also divided into SEIIAT and 373019,

There are other branches of the literature which go by
the following names,

1. diama—Lthics.

. MR -——~Doctrine  of devotion and faith as laid
down by FINEET and 7T,

ealled

| &

3. SigFEEmAE —Rhctoriclincluding FI124, 8918, {IRE
&e.

. WFENE —Culinary art,

5, #F1HIME—"T"reatise on relations between nan and

wonan as Jaid down by FREET ;0] W,
6. HIFTE-—Magic as laid down by Shiv,
7. sragnaE— Political Leonomy.
Now the third class of the Iitcmlnu TI&Y consists of
books, written hy the learned men in Kuli age, within fifteen

hundred years or {rom the time the lnsllu's ceased to
exidt or drom the time the Sanshreit dicd as o« \Iml\(n

Janguage,  These works we eollectively culled ET
arc \.umualy stylad as—

¥, FHTIFT, F, TG, AT qe, 'q'-m AN, HIH,
dial, ©a, e, us, {73%, §WT, §1, 4ug, AT &e.

These works always depend for thul authority on books
of ®®, wha plu,ulul these learned men, The Rishees
depend on AT for authority and A1 is allowed to be autho-
lll_y hy isclt, never referring to any other authority, Hencee

it is ealled F3€ @d: A9,
pélllb:ly, Ith May 1850,

SOME THINGS THAT ARYANS KNEW,

DY THE LATE BRAHMACHARI BAWA,
({racitation,

Long before their discovery by the European astrono-
mers, the theory of gravitation, and  the fact that the
carth revolves round the sun, and wot the sun round the
carth, was known to the Aly.ms for in the fitth Varag of
the fourth Adhyaya of the third Ashtak of the Sanhita in
the Rig Veda there s this Shrati :—

A Famigra gfadmaa f: s,
Tt weans that
FAAFA AGI—all objects ave supported by their nourish-
ing friend, the su,
'ifﬂfl{{ﬂ'ﬂll’qﬁ': afl’%’—thc friend (the sun) attracts towards it
the earth,
M FFZ—not for a single morent s the carth freed
from its attraetion,

Now in this Sheati from the Vedas we find the carth to
be the object attracted (37!?‘5) and the sun the attractor
(31FF).  And as the attractor will never revolve rownd
the thing it attraets, it becomes clearly proved that the
Avyans Tnew that it was the carth which revolved round
the sun and not the sun round the carth,

.Rat.u.

The origin and formation of rain was not unknown to
the \ly.ms for there is the following Shruti about it in
the cleventh Anuvak of the fourth A(lln) wa of the second
Ashtak ot the Sanhita of the Apstwnl Sakha in the
Yujur Veda :—

oifufrsamwnﬁmm REd: wuiAdld agEAT HAAA KeArg-
shann: gdhTdauinf.

It mcans that
Nfﬂ‘il!ﬁ'l’a’kqil(’ﬁﬁ—lm.tt (i) is the cause of  the rain,
HEA: HUHQfﬂ'—M.uut or wind is the disperser amd distri-
Dutor of rain in the Shrusti.

Wlﬁ'ﬁ’i’l——lml the )nlnup.ll canse of rain is
NHI'X!E’(QPH?I{RN qAIgdd—the sun’s heat (n Hllll) which
twus water tnto the steiumy vapour wd curies it up-
wards towards the sky,

Y& —and it rains (when the vapour cooled comes down
again in the shupe of water),

There is also the following Samanti which gives the
satne reason for the formation .unl fall of vain,

sfimeatgfa: aramigeaanaiaed ||
an'qwlvmqqibflwada. 54l ||

Timany other places in the Vedas theve are full and des-
criptive accomnts of the cuses of v, It would e necd-
less to emunerite them here, Tnoshort one should know
that. there is wothing which cannot be found e the Vedas,
Only the learned .nul the attentive will ever come to know
what treasures lie buried within them,

Eelipse,

ICwis Attraya Rushi who tist discoverad  the cause of
the celipse of the celestial bodies, tor there is the follow-
ing Shrati i the fourth Ashtak of the Sanhita of the
Asvalayan Sakha in the Rig Veda,

aAaqer MAEHEIT Q780
HAARANFAAZAN 7T (P
1t ineans that
388 —the luminous body (5€ (sur) means o body which
Jike the sun shines of its own light).
(1\1[3(3“8"?‘@!8” —bhy the itervention of the darkness

(t.nn) of the non-lominous hindy  (eallidd asur o savar-
bhiann®

b F NS ln.c wEe it 14 ot o seor |I|lull|ulh Im-l\ : m-l Seecrerbheann (1)
Tecanso it caunot shine without thy lisht of the Bhanu or luminous body,
and (2) beeause it intervenes between our oyes and the luminous body,
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ANFTA—-in preve nted from heing seen,
CELA I \‘HI’JQT-—ANM\ o Rushi knew this,
a3 ¢ aGISFWTTFf—lt wis ot known to any one hefore
him,
Rotund ity of the Lurth,

The Avyans knew that the carth  was ronnd, as will he
seen from the following fovty-third shloke of the twenty-
third Adhyaya of the thivd Skandha of the Shrimad or
Vishnu Blhl"\df
darfrem wAEIE qEamATETERMT ||
asgyAeRgUIMRTy APEnAd T
W?I’"""f means  that

\ym has also said - something about it in the Wudyoga
Paraly in the Bharat,

L the sane way in the Siddhantshivomani of the I)ut-
il Staster it is said that ¥8: 7AMT JT:— the carth is
round,

But the Arvams also knew that the earth was not exact-
Iv ronned s will be seen from the roots of the antique
words  Brahuond awd Bhanandal,  "The word Drealnuind
literary means o large cga” and Bhomandal means
“ the sphere of the carth,” @ the spherical carth,”

/It‘ﬂ.l‘(‘ul"/ I)’m];l'ﬂ.

Here now the carth s round,

They knew the other heavenly bodies to be also spheri-
eal, for they called the Tonar orh ?'Kq.ﬁ", and the sun the
alsigs,

That the heavenly badies' were inhabited was not nuknown

to them, seen from the words #I’RW H&'ﬁ‘ﬁ\‘.

There are a great many proofs of their l\nm\lulwcnl'
the different pl.lm,ts which compose the Solar System,
The days of the week were named after the ditferent
plauets,  The tirst day of the weck s called after the sun,
because the sun is the centre of our Solar Systeme and - he-
cse he s the first canse of the system of measuring time,

as will he

The sceond is called after the moon 5 for in the system of

ud\unnur time the moon on aceount, of its |un\nn|t\ to
the v.utll is fornd to e ol greater lln|m|t.mw than the
nther more distant plancts, Tts daily motions and phases
are more conspictous than those of the other planets,

The Aryans were great explorers of the countries on the
fuce of the earth, and knew the science of measuring
heights (distances, &e), beeanse in the twenty-fitth slnlnkc
of the tenth Adhyaya of Bhagvad Gita it is sirl that

ENATMEFZA: the firstunong mountains is the Himalaya,

From the following shloke of the Jyotish Shaster, the
reader e judge Tow well the aneients knew about the
force of the grav itation of the carth,

LG 2 [ 4HHTM weEiRgEa Il ||
anfwarmwa‘rmnn gaENARFIACTIA ||

Tt means that the earthe has within it its attractive
power \\Inudn things in the sky are attracted towands it,
and that is why hondies seem (to us) to fall downwards,
In fact they do ot fall, They wre dvawn hy the attrae-
tion of wravitation,  In the infinite extent of space where
ghould bodies reside or stimd 7 There only where they
are drawn by the foree of attraction,

[P G—

NEN, A, T HATCH, CONGREGATIONAL MINISTER, OF 59
Liberty Street, New York, furnishes the following state-
ment to the New York World ¢

“Yon know he [Mr. Edison] is o medinm, ad his great,
invention of the quadruplex telegraph instrument way
revealed to him i a tranee state,  Hesat one day, and
passing into that condition  scized  some paper Iying
Defore hin, and wrote until he  had filled  several sheets
with (l(»xcl\ swritten notes. Then waking up, and rubbing
his eyes, he said he thonght he had heen asleep, until his
attention was eallod to tlw paper, which he Tud not read
through before he Iroke out with his usual expletives,
said he had got the idea hie had been strnggling for so
long.”

THEOSOPHIST.

[]ulv 1880,

I’I[ILU.\()I’IIY IN SANSKRIT NAMES AND
Wonrns,
BY RAO BAHADUR DADOBA PANDURANG,

There may be but few languages in the world, if any,
which abound in such a l.nm- nmber of synonyins as
the Sanskrit. Thisis a fact of which cvery student of
that langnace becomes fitlly aoware at the very threshold
of his R'Illll(‘\ whieh threaten, as he progresses. on, the
imposition of nosmall task on hismemory ; and it he happen
o he owavering wnd - ickle-minded student, the very
phalanx of these svnonyms s quite enough to deter him
from the proscention ‘of lis further qtmlws in that noble
langnage,  For who will have patience enough to study
a l.m«ru:nn' which containg no less than l‘h nanes ot
words meaning the san, 104 meaning  the moon, 87
nu-.minu the caith, a5 nu.mm«r water, 74 mcmmw
fire, l» meaning the horse, 30 meaning a lIlclIL Ll(‘]ill.lllt
5 meaning a tcm.nlc cleplant, 33 meaning the  cow;
3 names of V ishna, (not to speak of his thousand names
or attributes mentioned  in the Vishn Sahasrndma)
169 naes of Shiva, (independent of his thonsand nanes
mentioned in the Shiva Purdng), 80 names of Indra, and
so forth,

Now any person of common intelligence would at once
prrcecive fu-ln such a large number of words apparently
conveying in each case, and to all intents and purposes,
precisely the sime idea, that lf.m.ul)wwl a Jarge number
of them could not be otherwise than mere (‘lntlwtq or
attributes, disclosing at the same time, many qualities,
virtues, or other ineidental cirenmstances, inseparably
.lwvu.ntml with those ideas or objeets,  To illustrate this,
I shall tivst begin with the name of God—the Supreme
Being s then thmc of the divinities, or chief guds and
"mhlvwvs of the Aryan mythology, and at last those of
other common olm-ds which full” “under the coghizanes
of pur senses,

Vit

Land wmy learned friend, Rao Bahadur Gopalrao Hari
Deshmukh, have already explained at some length the
monosyllabic Om as expressive of the name of the Supreme
Being, used at the commencement of every holy prayer
of the Bralimans (#ide Theosophist Nos, 5, 8). Tshall now
begin here with the holy Vyidhriti, \\lmln nnnn-(ll.ltcly
follows the Pranava or Onkdra in the recitation of the
Vedie mantras and prayers by the Bmhmana priests. It
points more to the ideaof the locus or space co-incident
with the Supreme Spirit, mather than to the cirewn-in-
cumbent gpirit himself. Both being co-eval and co-exise
tent, the two ideas can never be so se |m.|tul as to form
a distinet duality. Henee, the Vyihiti is the necessary
concomitant of the Pranava, Bhtr Bhnvar Swar is the
voeal Torm of the \y.nlmll, and the necessary appendix
to the Unk.’u.l It consists of three syllables Bhul,
Bhinvar, Swar, which ]mlnl respectively to the three regiony
of the \\lmlc universe, viz., the lower, the mld«llc, and
the upper: the three forming th(‘.triplu universe, ong
within the other, and each extending its influence all
around, thongh in different degrees, lhc% three regions
are umupu-cl by the Great Spirit, Brahma, under IH now
Pavrdnika and adorable name Visudeva or Vishuu,

The vames of Vishnu,

I"eslony —This name is derived from the root Vis to
pervade with the athix nn, meaning all- pu\a«hnrr—tlu-
all-pervading spivit,  In the comrse of time as the exi-
geney of the T mind required o more tangible form
of contemplation and worship, the mere abstract idea of
the all-pervading spivit was personified into the tangible
fortn of . henign and ovmipotent gold with four h.mtls
cach holding i it a symbol denotative of his power and
attribntes.  In one hand he holds his shankha or conch,
hy the blowing of which he is supposed to announce tu
the whole “mll thot he is the ereator and preserver of
all.  In the other he Lolds his clakiw or wheel or disens,
symbolic of the revolution of time, and the cycles of nll
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the sublunary cvents; or the various dispensations of
Providence, In the thind land he holds his guda or
mace or club, giving thereby the whole world to under-
stand that hie 18 the chastiser of the wicked and  the
evil-doers 5 and that by its blows ho is able to put down
all the arvogance and pride of the world,  In the fourth
hand he at last exhibits his Lwdme or lotus flower, not
only to appease and trangnilize the wmind of his worshippers,
and the virtuous, but to rejoice and gldden their hewrts
by his assurance that he will keep them as fresh and
delightful as the Hower itselt which he holds in his hand,
This is the true and philosophic meaning involved in
the original conception of the form of Vishpu with his
four hands holding four symbols, as represented in the
Hindu pautheon.

I shiadl now represent another form of Vishinu recon-

mended to all the Vaishpavas in their Dhydoa Phja of

that deity. It is cpitomized in one shloka which s in
the mouth of every k':lislll_lil\‘il. It is as follows :—
aFd R aAsEge ||
i o wegr wagdgybi ||
seHisldFas agd qinpianeg ||
3% [1-awage edeiRean ||
Translation of the above,

“1 salute Vishnu who is of peaceful form; who lies
down on that great serpent ; whose navel s lotus; who
15 the Lond of the gods; who supports the universe ; who
resembles the sky ; whose colour is that of the cloud;
whose body is heautiful ; who is the favorite of Lukslini;
whose eyes resemble the Totus; who is apprehensible in
meditation by the Yogis; who is the remover of the feast
attending the present state of existence ; and - who s the
only Lovd of all the worlds,”

Vishnu, the Suprreme Spiri, s here represented as peaces
ful or tranquil, without motions or perturbations. The great
serpent is here understood  to be the Ananta—u vame

which  ctymologienlly  means  intinity—the great Spi-
rit dwelling in anfinity,  Lotus is symbolical  of the

creative  power of the Great Spivit; and that  power
mheres o hi, The Lord of the gwlds, aud  the
supporter of the universe, ave attributes too plain to require
uny explanation,  Lukshimi is the goddess of beauty and
prosperity—the splendour of the whole universe, and the
original conception of Vislimu as the favorite or husband
of that goddess could mean no more than the fact that
all the beauty and splendour of the universe procecd
from Lim and are his.  The other attributes, in fact all
the attributes which are ascribed to Vishpn, are more
applicable to himn as the representative ot the Sagnna,
(invested with attvibutes and propercty,) rather than of
the Nirguna, (without attvibutes) Brahima,  And, though
the explination oftfered herein may rightly e considered
as forced and far-fetched when applied  to Brahima—Uni-
versal Spirvit represented by Vishnu—yet the oviginal con-
ception of the forms and personages which are usually
ascribed to him and other divinities of the Hindw pan-
theon, cam hardly be considered as altogether devoid of
any deep and philosoplical meaning, for their very pre-
posterousness is - hardly consistent. andin harnony
with the well-known wisdom and philosophic mimd of

the old Arvyans, which gave birth to such original ideas,

But let it not for a moment be understowd from iy
great inchinadion, ws it might be  thought, to phile-
sophise such poctical ideas, that T am in any way Dlind
to the great harm done by them to the development of
right and correet understanding in the subsequent gene-
rations of the Hindus.  Nay, on the contizoy, T fully
believe that such representations of the gods and goddesses
of the Hindn mythology have furthered ond cncournged
the present idle and, in some respeets, gross system of
Hindu Wolatry i superstitions,

Bowbay, 0th June, 1880,
(To be continued.)
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THE WORD oF HONOUL,
A Study frow the Cultus of the Dead,

BY NICOLAN LYESKOWM*

It the following narrative does ot appear in the memoiny
of the renowned, St Peterslmrg Decieron,™ it is only
because etrcuinstances prevented me from tuking audvan-
tage of the amiable invitation of the gentlenim, 1 whose
house the narvatives, subscequently printed wnder this hewd-
ing, were first madde public,. But now, when * the cultus
of the dead” is followed by so many, I do not sce why [
should not also offer my wite to the * Deceron.”

My narrative—Dbrief and trathiul, as the feclings of
friendship which hound e years ago to the ghost—difiers
from some of those given in the “ Decameron” only in
this, that I put no mask, hut give the tree names of the
still living personages, members of our literary  cirele, who,
whether directly or indirecetly, found themselves connectal
with an event, which remained as strange and mysterious
for e now, as it was when it took place, :

In view of the very reasonable diftidence shown in the
so-called < supernatwal”  phenomena, it appenrs to me of
the utinost importanee that the varator of all such stories
shonld never coneeal himselt, Thas, hoth the public and
the erities woull luve a0 hold ora defendant whom they
could always have the wenns of judging with all the
severity of aeritical exigeney, '

The event, T aon about to speak of, concerns personally
Dut myselt aod aclide friend, ones o areal fvvonrite in our
liternry civeles—Arthur Beuny s he it was of whom Tollin
(amother depacted writer) osed to say, that he had foud
out for a certainty, that he was o disguised young Buglish
lady. D the prologue of the story there was, besides that,
another personage as well known, the wiiter DL V. Aver-
kiet, who, L s, will furgive ine for wmentioning his
namne in conneetion with this story,

It was in St, l'utvl's])lu‘g during the memorable winter
when the lm“ti(':ll exile, Voo, Kelsief, having  vetnrned
seeretly to Moseow, Artlur Benny was rlun'gu‘l of lavinu
sheltered and concealed Wi feom the police, °

Benny and I worked at that time on the jowmal © The
Northern Bee,” (Nevernaya Lleldyle). We were both
young and great friends, visiting caclvother every day, and
trying to be always together, Onee, as T liad o change
my lodgings, to get neaver to our oftice, T found very vnsfly
douins to suit e, As to Benny he had the greatest difli-
culty of sceuring a place suitable to his taste and habits,
He had aomsiac for the Targest rooms e could find, and
such lodgings are very seldom procurable for hachelors.
Having passed several days in vain seareh, one evening,
Just ax Dwas at my dinner, he rushed into my rooms with
aery of trivmph, explaining that ha hadd found an clegant,
suit of three roons, had seenved  them, aml already  dis-
patehed his servint with his household goods and libiary,
He wanted e to follow hing immediately on the |n'c|uis(rs
il help hime to wnpack  his Dooks, adding  that our
fricnd, D. V. Averkief, was there ahready,  The latter ins
duccment made me follow hiin as soon as my  dinner was
over, It must have been, therefure, about six P,

. » * ®

‘ » .\ullmr of l'h‘l: Som the Ih-r:l\'lrlulul of the World ;" of ¢ Lanehter and

Sorrow,” etes The btter novel, in the shape of an antoldography of o
Tous=iy nobleman, i a mcrciless sotive direetad psinat the (\'\\'hm'\lf\hg BN
tem of the Government during the reign of Ewmperor Nicolas, and ileo
acainst admses perpoteated inone pae-ent dav<. The heve, an s peetineg
chavacter, is perscented during his whole life with the friend<hip of a des -
in andd mbitions young oflicer of the gendaineric of the st Peter<tagss
seeret police Finding no aspportunitios o distinguish Liweclf and thus
obtain prowmotion, thas ¢ feiend” cusnaves the hevo, leaves in his rocens fors
bidden buoks of a revolutionary chinvacter, pisses bim b for a poslitical
conspitator, arvests hitn sl gets rewarded  The nobleman tinally sie-
cmnbs-=the victio of o jadiciary mistake in 1570, During the mutiny and
}'Ll"‘l'l‘ll(i"‘l against the dews s that yean in (ilesea, Lie, Ju=t as hearrived
oy the train fiom Moscow, i mistaken Iy the police for oue of the chicf
mutineers, scizad by the orders of the General-Governor Kotzebne aneld
publicly thoggel by the Cossacks, e dics of the shod K, sl the story s
there. Mo N Lyeskof is o well-hnown writer, nnl wocontributor te various
perivdicals.

+ 'The author alludes te i series of authenticated ** ghost-stories™ whicly
appeaved under this title in the St Petersburg daily  paper Nopef Vewemay
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The clegant suit of rooms were near the Stone Bridee,
When we entered it Averkiel was already there, waiting
for Benny,  The apartment consisted, as he had told me,
of three very large rooms, nearly all davk at that tine,
the hall alone, where too the servant was bhusy unpacking,
being lighted, as well as the farthest voom, in which,
stretched upon s sofy, Averkief was reading at the light of
one candle,  Disorder wasreigning everywhere as is usual
in sueh eases, especially in the middle voome in which
heaped inconfusion stood portable shelves, hook-cases and
library ladders, and books and manuseripts were seattered
everywhere. As soon ag we had arvived, Benny gave orders
for tea, and himselt hegan busying himselfwith the sernge-
ment of his hooks, while Averkiet, after exchinging o few
words, returned onee more to his reading, At fivst, T tried
to help Benny in arranging hislibrary, hut ot very soon
tired, and threw nyself into a large arm-chair, The
servant after bringing the tea, vetived into the hall, from
whence we heavd dssning in o few moments - tremendous
snoring which nobody tl'mu;_:ht ol fntm'rn])tln_{z. M. Aver-
kief kept on readings while Tsat silently musing. - Benny
alone, was diligently sorting his volumes,  As collectors
of hooks will often do, hefore placing o work vpon the
shelf, e would sometimes open and peruse it unconseions-
Iy to himself, read Jowlly a passage or two, think over it,
and then read again, without caring whether iy one lis-
tened to im or not,  Such was his constant habit,  Thus
after a verse or two from the Bible in English, he would
pick up a volume of Un'dtts or Heine, and read ﬁ'u_m them
in German, jumping from it to the poct he most f}l\'ﬂ‘lll'(}ll"
Longfellow,  Having discnssed the ments mu} l‘('lllL‘!‘]tS of
the Patviareh Jacob ; meditated upon the inconceivable
halluciuntion of Joshua, the son of Nun, in relation to
the sun, and dusted Goite and Heine, Benny  finally
gave himself up entively to the recitation of the favorite
poem of his favorite Lnngﬁr”m\‘—tl.n- poet who handles
with sueh delicacy and at the sane time fimmess of’ touch
all the nusolved problems of life. ...

I cimot well recall now, how we began a conversation
very mnusual to both of us. We discussed about the uni-
versality of the beliel in o future life and its possibility,
now suv\':u’i(‘d]_\' conceival and explained by the presenti-
ment of mortals.  Such o subjectis. as all know, one of
extraordinary clasticity amd attraction, especially when it
is taken i hand by persons who requive no o piriori de-
Jduetions and conclusions, Al Benny and T were just
such men : none of us felt ashamed of his faithe in that his
«peal selt will eseape deeay and run away from aith,” ad
at the same time we never allowed ourselves to e (;’GII'I'I.l'tl
away with the painful and hitherto, ever uscless cfforts of
“ solving the unsolvable,”

As I well remember the conversation Jed us Lo speak
of Mixs Catherine Crowe's work «“The Night Side of Na-
ture” in which, the authoress collated  with evident con-
seientionsness suclt a munber of awthenticated events and
stories, where to all appeavance, intelligent forces make
themselves folt to men, thus manifesting their existenee,
sometines their desires, and showing  theiv predisposition
towards the living,

In those davs, T had not vead the book mysell; aned
therefore, listened to Jenny—who had o wonderful me-
mory, added to aremarkable gift of elocution—with great
plcntwru. It would seent that we had been talking in our
half dark corner , very long s for at the time of a remark,
which brought our conversation abruptly to a close, it was
very late, 1t so happened  that Benny inanswer to a
doubt expressed by myself as to the possibility of the ob-
jeetive manifestations of spiritual  eorporeal heings to
Tan, confessed in his turn that he had also similare doubts,
But that, so many had testified to and helieved in it, that
it beennmie haad to deny the fact against the faee of such
an evidenee,

« Bvents are told of friends,” he went on, *“ who intently
bent upon the same question and, to test it personally, hadl
exchanged pledge of honours to verity it. He who would
be the first to leave life in this body—if there be any
gther life worthy of the name —was to direet all his cfforts.
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at the first moment of the veturn of consciousness to come
back and thus testify to the fact to those who had sur-
vived hin”  Awd, he added, “as we are now three in
the room, and that it is more than likely that one of us
will hecome a corpse enrlier than the two others who will
thus vemain: withesses to this conversation, 1 offer yon a
covenant, gentlemen, Let us swear mutually on our honour,
that he, among ns, who will die the first, will use cvery
endeavour possible, under the conditions of that life of
which we are ignmnnt, to send a message of the event
Ao the other two, Do you accept 2 As 1 start the idea, 1
am the first to pledge my word to you for it most solemly,”

“ I what shape, do you mean to retwrn, Bemny 72 You
st not frighten us too mueh,” I vemarked laughing,
“Oh, no, why should T 17 he answered with a merry Taugh,
“Twill do it thus: 1., , ... ’ ‘

But, at this moment, . V. Averkicf nervonsly shouted
from his sofi : “ Do you mean to keep on long with this
nonsense ! You have unstring all my nerves, and bothered
me quite long enough with it, T bhelieve 27, .,

We tried to twm the whole into a joke, but Averkicf,
Protesting with a great determination, declared that if we
dild not change our subject, he would immediately go
home, the morve 5o as it was getting very late,

As it was far after midnight, the unweleome subject
was dropped @ and, very soon we both took leave of Benny
and left the house together.  As far as I remember, Aver-
Kief and T parted near the Bridge, without one word more
said of it But he must well remember this Jittle cir-
cumstanee. as, at our next meeting he reproved Benny and
nyself for sueh conversation.  He was at the time very
nervous and unwell; and we both tried to excuse ourselves,
And here ends the tivst act of the drmma. The interval
between this and the following was very, very long, and
preguant with events for Benny,  The poor young man
had more than his share of suftering for his noble-minded
mature and love to humanity ; he suffered want i pri-
vations, had to strnggle hard and even fownd hiimself in
prison, until exiled from Russia, he found himself finally
among the ranks of the Gariladdians,

His exile, conjointly with another drima which shatter-
ed his Tife, foreed him to isolate himself from anything
that reminded im of i, When Benny was sent out of
the country with an ammed eseort, T was ot Kief, visiting
friends ¢ 1 had bidden him good bye, and parted from him
in his prison, two months before bis departuve, and sinee
then hie had lost all sight of im. T had - heard wpon one
oceasion that e was upon the Safwrday Reviae staff
and that interesting articles, written by i about Russin,
were at one time expeeted, frome this guarter 5 but hardly
lad anything of the kind appeared. This conneetion
wag, however, discontinued and all remembrance of him
was lost even oour literary cireles, :

As far as Fean colleet my  remembrances, neither our
conversation, on that night, nor his « word of’ honour™ to
semd to me a message from the “ world Lof the unknown”
ever reenrred to me againg - The event was entirely obli-
terated from my memory,  And, when it retured to me
again, it was with such a freshness anl reality that to this
day, I have my doubts, whether my memory was not as-
sisted in this case by one, who had just received that hour,
another appellation in another world,

What L s ahout to relate, may scem very  trifling, and
I am ready to submit to criticism with all humihity ; 1
would ask but one thing of the public though, namely, to
understand that the little T do say, is—positive  truth, as
neither serionsly, nor jokingly would T permit myself to in-
vent stories, taking for my hevo, a deceased friend known
to many, and that too, without any ohject vr purpose,

The interval between the two acts had been in my case
also memorable 5 1, too, Tuul heen—to use an expression of
Oblomol—* handled by life” and it had left me but little
thme for mysticisi ; all of which did not prevent the
following,

I was living then, at St. Petersburg, ol the corner of Taus
ridian Garden, house No, 62, My library windows, on the
third floor, were situated towards that gadren, which had
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not lost then as it has now, its solitary beauty and - fresh-
ness. Instead of an orchestra playing theve, as in our days,
Nacktigal-polka, real, silvery-toned, strong-voiced  nor-
thern nightingales sing there at nights—and to them |
used to Disten with delight in my idle hours,

Ouone of such evenings, after having in turn sat at the
window, and walked about the room, [ finally settled at
my writing-table and worked till midoight, In those
days T wus disugreeably occupied with tighting out a law-
suit with the journal Ziria, which had confiseated during
the term of two years, the whole thne of the wial, my
novel, the “ Soboreamey,” and thus, instead of vest 1 foreed
upon myself n fur more inconvenient work,  * * *

L4 * * #* » 3k * * » *

It 1 mention this at all, it is not to remind the public
of personal matters which can interest but myself, hut
with the determined object of showing that there was
nothing then, inmy mental state, which could have pre-
disposed me cither to mystical reverie or hallucinations ;
but quite the contrary, I was utterly plunged into the
prose and wire of daily life, with which I had to struggle,
thinking of no one far away, but deeply engrossed in stem-
ming the opposing torvent and ilitating  against the
charges of those very near e at that time,

) It is in such a state that 1, tived ont mentally and phy-
§u~:|lly, went to bed at about one o'clock, aan, after pull-
g down the heavy draperies of the windows and putting
out my student’s anp,  The solitary street was quite still
and everything quiet, the night was fresh and throngh
the opened window the songs of the nightingnles reached
me as usual. I went to sleep himediately—slecping for
a long while dreamless, heavy sleep, until 1 suddenly
fond myself in the middle of o battle-ficld, T had never
seen battles, but what 1 now  witnessed was in nomost ex-
traordinary way, real and lite-like. What strnek me the
most, was a smoky dwrkness, and muiing along it g
streim of red-bluish  tlashes of five, wingling somewhere
afar, with a blue and golden horizon, which  had nothing
of the Russian sky in it, and somebody falling, . . . One
or wmany men—I could not suy, but some one, whowm |
well kuew, lLiad been struck down, . . .. | awoke with
a starvt, and found wyself sitting on oy bed, and .o
now heard distinetly tevvitic bombavdment, while in oy
mind, without any apparent cause for jt, arose as real as
life the image of Arthur Benny and a voice inside e
pronounced with the uttermost distinetness, his pledge—
“the word of honour”—to warn me of his death,. Why,
and how, it has thus happened o 0 1 konow ot
and ut that time, T wnderstoad it less even than 1 odo
now, Isn't it perteetly immaterial whether 1 have to
attribute it to a colncidence, an association of ideas, or
the hallucination of a tived-out brain, ouce that it did s
happen ¢ T am ready to necept the explanation cither
way,

As it was nearly daylight then, 1 arvose, and getting
dressed, went down into the garden, having  again forgot-
ten all about my * nocturnal vision.” 1 worked for an hour
at my writing desk, and then left my romns to go to
Bazounot’s Publishing Ofice. At the first corner of the
street, [ met P8, Cussof,® who was driving i a droghi,
awd who upon perceiving me, made a sign to stop,

“Did you hear the news,” he asked me, shaking hands,

At this very iustant J felt that 1 Aid lnoo the news and,
mechaniceally, before reahzing even what 1 did, 1 answered
—Arthur Beuny is dead ¢

Yes ; the news is just reecived @ he was wounded at
Mentane, and died from hemorrhage,  But how  could you
kuow 2 who told you ?

I scarcely remember my auswer to the enguiry 3 but
what I strongly realized was my own astonishment at
knowing the news without being told of it by auy one,
Aud to the present day it is as great a puzzle to e

* A Russinp author,
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as ever s how could T have known of wy friend’s death ?
Yes it must e a coincidence, an association of ideas,
the hallucination of an overworked  brain—anything  you
like,—1 am open to any of these theories, though T do not
understand thew elearly.

FFor some time 1 was greatly impressed by the event,
and I unbosomed myself to several friends, snong others
to A, No Aksakof'; and then, Tagain foreot all about. it
and never remenmbered tll last yeawr when we got a sud-
den faney of “ turning over” from one side to the othor
onr dead ones. And now, shall it make ys any livelier ?

Carslbhad, June 16, 18749,
e =
ASTEDY IN VEGETARIANLISM ¢
BEING AN EXPERIMENT MADE BY DR, EUGENE BILFINGER,
OF HALLE, GERMANY, UPON HIMSELF,
Trandlated from the Gecman by M. L, Holbrook, M.D.

Tt is only very reeently that we have had disenssions npon
the subject of vegetarianisi,  Medieal wen have usually
taken sides agninst i, For this reason it way perhaps
be interesting to a large number of persons, f 1, who
have experimented upon myself for a considerable length
of time with this mcthod of living, shonld give the resalts
at which 1 have amived.  Fonuerly, T naturally shared
with all other physicians the universal prejudice agninst
a teshiless diet, believing that it had an cffeet. to weaken
the physienl and intellectual powers and the eapacity to
endure ;aand that it robbed Tife of most of its gustatory
enjoyncnts,

By way of preface T may state that a long personal
acquaintanee with a young vegetarian of cheerful disposi-
tiom, in whose case T found none of the evil vesults [
Lad looked for, gradually brought e to a position: where
1 was able to lay aside my prejudices; and, furthermore,
a desire wos awankened o nvestigate the cffeets of this
proseribed method of diving in o seientific manner, hy
experiments anade upon myselt.  And, being in a con-
dition of perfeet health, | hoped to be able to make
careful vhjective study., _

In the fisst place, in spite of my unconquerable pre-
judice agninst the medical litevature of the laity, T read
the writings on vegetarianisin of Halm, Baltzer, Von
Secfeld, nnd others,  To my great surprise, 1 found these
works to be ot the highest interest. They opened my
mind to perecive a mnltitude of causes of disease, con-
cerning which w physician’s knowledge is sadly deficient,
for they showed me that iproper cating and drvinking
were antong the principal eauses of discase and death in
:‘uciul)'. An old French ]n'u\'cl']) Siys, that * Oune-half
of Paris dies from dining, the other half from supping.”

As to what is best in the way of cating and dvinking
physicians, as a vule, are quite as ignorant as non-medica,
men s and, ndeed, thetr opinions wpon these points ave
based upon what has been customary among the peoplos
from time immemorial. - This s perfectly natural, sinece
scivnee, when it treads upon the domain of dicteties, las
o certain foundation under its feet, awl even up to the
present time, only the chamical, and, therefore, one-sided
and untenable view hias been given,  Virehow was honest
enough to coufess this, sinee, i his lecture on food and
dict, he says: A strictly scientific system of dict has
been hitherto impossible : and it is, i taet, astonishing,
that alter so wmany thousands of yewrs, neither experienee
nor seienee, as one would think, is able to bring this, first
of all questions in which the interests of humanity are
coneerned, to a proper solution,”  Also, Prof, Voit, a special
investigator in this departinent, in his most. recent publi-
cation, declares that “ What, aud Low much, a man, under
all the varying circumstanees of his life, requires for
his sustenancee, should we, tirst. of all, truly know ; and
yetis o knowledge herein, alas ! very meagre, and not
at all connuensurate with the importange of the subject.”



According to this statement it is not. difficult to under-
stand how the present theovies of diet. have heen in-
Hiueneed by eustom, and why a flesh diet has been glori-
fied as the self-evident and indispensable means of non-
rishinent.  Sang indeed, Prof. Bock in his time, in the
(Ferten Loawdbe, that flesh food inerenses the poctie fancey,

and so he recommended to the Silesians to eat roast heef

instead of potatoes.  And so Prof. Moleschoff, a no less
powetfal champion of a flesh dict. says in his lectures:
“To every meal helongs 1eat,”

On the other hand, writers on vegetarianism liave
shown wme by proofs dinwn from the hook of nature that
the eating of meat is merely an acquived habit, and it
needs but Little eonsideration to diseover that it wmay he
wholly dispensed  with, or that it is n food wasteful of
the strength and vicor,  And it is not to be denied, cor-
tainly, that abont 300,000,000 Buddhists in India, China,
andd Japan, live almost exclusively without animal food,
and are not on that account any the less strong and robust,
aud these reach for the most part « very advaneed age,
So s it indeed also a fact that the real popuiation of
newrly every civilized country, from the enliest times,
thongh perhaps not from choice, have been more or less
vegetariang, Nevertheless, they have heen the most healthy
people; as, for example, the ligher elass  of Ttalian
laborers, who perforne the most arduous duties,  Awd
who will deny that the possibility of obtaining onr nou-
rishment, from sourvees which ¢hall make the shedding
of Blood unnecessary wonld be gratifying to the himane
and moral sense 7 So s it alse well known that in all
ages varions persons—philasophers and pocets, mmong the
ancients, Pythagors, Plato, and Plutareh ; and in more
vecent, times, Shelley, Leilmitz, Newton, and others, have,
from esthetie considerations, for o considerable povtion
of their lives at least, esehewed animal food, nevertheless
they have been the most heautiful examples of the in-
telleetunl Tife of our time,

In spite of these facts, which, at all cvents, are well
wortl considering, [ was somewhat doubtfud as to whether
a fleshless diet wonld be suitable for us whe, for cencrn-
tions, have been aceustomed 1o the use of anbnal food 3
and as to whether, on aeconmt of elimatic conditions, we
could cmploy it without injury.  In onder to arive at
an independent opinion on this subject, T hold that an
extended  practical investigation by aetual experiment
in this manner of living, is indispensable,  Alas ! that
so many, both professionals and non-professionals, speak
and write against vegetavianism according to reecived
prejudices, withont having made any such experiment.
A person accustomed {o meat, who ncc:lsmn:lll)‘« makes
a dinner of pan-cakes and salad, cannot appreciate the
value of vegetarianism, and is not, therefore, justified in
speaking to its prejudice. I this way only o distorted
judgment. ean originate ; just as one school of medicine
forms an opinion adverse to another sehool, upon what,
is merely hearsay evidenece,  The vegetarian experinent
demands, indecd, from men of enlture in madern times,
some self-sacrifice, and the moral courage nccessary to
liberate themselves from the popular opimons of the day,
for the sake of truth,  Nor must they be afraid of vidienle,
For myscelf, the experiment had few difficulties, sinee |
had already made the foundations of medern hygienie
seience ln_y; own,  So had I accustomed mysclf hetore-
hand to think of beer, wine, coftee, and stimilar means of
excitement as things seldom to be indulged in. - T thonght
that smoking was to be avoided, as an nnnecessary filling
of the lungs with soot; and that. pure fresh air was to
be considered most important, as a means of nourishment
by day and by night, together with mueh more that was
essential,

The experiment now became to me an casy one, for,
in addition, T had for a long time previously been acens-
tomed to eat Graham bread, one of the principal articles
of a vegetarian dietary.,  Thus prepared, T ventured to
make the experiment seientifically, and resolved that
for the period of one year, beginning January 1, 18706
L would abstain wholly from animal food in every form,
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Sinee Twas vigorons, well-nourished, somewhat inelinal
indewd to corpuleney, temperate withal, T hoped 1o
he able to venture a good deal. My food consisted now
of uneovked milk and bread, of soups of all kinds with-
out meat, but with butter only, wheat, eorn, rice, and
the like s of the many varicties of vegetables, as of finits
of every kind. To my great astonishment, a vegela-
vian table offered. without ronst beef or steak, a more
than abundant. variety,  This is shown indeed by the
large cook-hooks of Vou Theodore Halm, Von Ottilie
Ebmeyer, sl others, which contain over 1,200 reeipes
for the preparation of purely vegetable dishes,  Sinee 1
entered upon this manner of living, neither afier cight,
nar after fourteen, nor after forty days, in spite of the
most extreme laod work, protracted walks, and the Jrnes
tice of my profession, have 1 at any time becomne weary
or felt fatigue ; but, on the contrary, have felt fresher,
more enduring, aud more eapable of hard work, So 1
lost the fears I had in the beginning as to whethior or
not. I should obtain a sufficiency of albumen.  Indeed,
the longer T went on, the less did T fear this, and 1 there-
fore soon discontinued the nse of cogs, sinee it gadually
e about that the more simple the food, the better
Dliked it But in spite of this change T could not per-
ceive the least dimmution of my powers of endurance.
Indeed onee, for fouwr weeks during the heat of summer,
half out of enviosity, T made trial of the cold food of the
Swiss herdamaidens of the Alps, and during this time
partook of no ecooked food ;awd thus, at the same time,
made a partinl investigntion of the question of abstinence
from salt,  Gennine Graham bread, as it is well known,
contains the addition of ne salt. Ineredible as it may
seem, it s nevertheless true, that during this time T was
most lively, cheerful, and happy. and felt myself to be
in all respeets at my hest, and so was able to make in
my own person a seientific experiment which completely
disproves  the popular dogma that man cannot  exist
without salt,  Whocever does not, by discarding the skins
and bran, remove from fruits and grains the mineral
matter which nature has put there, requires the addition
of no salt to his food,  This little episode is given only
as an example of the way in which vegetarianism in many
respeets rectifies seience, and hesides teachies cach one
how to distingnish between the essential and the non-
essentinl requirements, and leads to the maost simple and
natnral way of living,

As for the vest, T persevered in my experimental trial
conscientiously, and during those 365 days, for ouly three
times, in the first quarter of the year, did 1, from social
considerations, make some slight departures from iy
general way of living. At this period, at a general fes-
tival, T made some concession for the sake of socicty.

With the exception of the first cight days, during
whieh time T missed the customary stimulation of flesh
food, T enjoyed my repasts exceedingly.  Hunger was
a most excellent sance. and T had indecd, as the experi-
ment progressed, a constantly hmproving sense of taste
andd swelll T orejoiced in the best sleep, and there was
a constant, undisturbed condition of good health,  Cor-
poreally, T deereased smnewhat in weight ; I weighed five
kilogrammies less after the first six months,  For moun-
tain climbing and pedestrian tours my eapacity to endure
was greatly inerensed, and to these active exercises, rather
than to my fleshless dict, was my loss in weight to he
attributed.  For during my year of experiment T was
physically more active, and also more moderate in my
cating and drinking than formerly. 1 soon observed that
by this nnstimulating manner of living the demand for
spirituens liquors and similar means of excitement de-
creased, and likewise that I was completely satisficd on
a much smaller quantity of food than before on a mixed
dict. This latter observation was to me worthy of notice,
since it disproved the formerly cherished opinion that
vegetarians had to swallow an enormons quantity of foad
in order to be properly nourished,  Nothing ean be more
erroncous than this idea, and it originates from another
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mistaken opinion, namely, that vegetarians are mere vege-
table and grass caters and worshippers.  Rightly regarded,
however, the vegetarian takes vegetables and salads only
as additions to Lis fowd, the nutritious arains and firuits
forming the basis of his dict,

Just as unfounded is another objection which has been
raised agninst vegetable foud ou the side of science 5 that
is, that vegetubles are more difficult of digestion than
the flesh of animals, and that, therctore, a smadler por-
tion of it is digested.  Perhaps many plants used for
food are more difficult uft“gcstiull, cspccixl“y to weakened
digestive organs, as, for example, benns and peas cooked
in the ordinary way ; properly prepared, Lowever, even
these beeome easy of digestion, as is proved by the legu-
minous preparations.of Hartenstein, well known as con-
sisting of tinely-grounded beans, peas, and lentils, They
have great celebrity, ave easily digested, and strengthen-
ing fowds for invalids. On the other hand, nature does
not offer to man his food in o concentrated form, A
food containing nothing but pure nowrislunent would be
like an atmosphere of pare oxygen, mnd would wot con-
tribute to man’s welfure, A flesh diet s somewliat ana-
logous to an atmosphere ot pure oxygen, and wears out
the hady too rpidly,  Vegetable food is, on the contrary,
unexciting 3 it has neither o chemieal nor o stimulating
effect upon the organs, and offers to the vegetarian the
not-to-he-despised  advantage, that lie lns not, as the
flesh-cater—tor example, the Englishman with his enor-
mouns quamtity of pills, aperient waters, and such like—
to battle against labitual constipation,

During the Iatter part of my experimental year, | had
n scason of excessively hard labor, including much watceh-
ing at night.  In spite of my abstinence from meat and
wine, my strength did not desert e 5 fudeed T hore the
severe trinl cheerfully and with nibroken spirit,

To wmy diseredit—the learned ductors will say ; and 1
acknowledge it—in the course of my experiment, having
been convineed of the advantuges of  the vegetarian nan-
ner of living upon the side of dicteties, and also upon the
side of estheties, econuvmy, and morality, out of a Saul T
had become a Paul. T have siuee that time had wo reason
to change my views, My opinion agrees fully with that
of Hufclid, who, in his * Art of Prolonging Life,” says :
“Man in the sclection of his foud always lenns more towards
the vegetable kingdom.,  Auimal foad is always more ex-
citing and lLieating 5 on the contrary, vegetables make a
cool and wld bloed, We also find that not the Hesh-
enters, but those who live upon vegetaliles, fruit, graing,
and milk, attain the greatest age”  Also Niemever, of
Leipsie, who o few yeurs ago spoke of vegetarians as being
wonderfully healthy, in his most recent. work, which con-
tains the kernel of the vegetarian theory, greets the fviends
of a natural manner of living  (vegetarians), as a conra-
geons minority, and as pioneers of a worthy reforne in
society.  Indead, he pictures the children of vegetarinns as
models of a natneal vourishment, and allows to the adults
the evidenee of phiysieal  elasticity and endurance. From
the fullest conviction, therefore, 1 give it as my deliberate
opinion that vegetirianizm Is a justifiable reaction ngninst
Lichig's albmminous theories of dict, upon which the mo-
dern doctrine of meat-cating is built ; and that it opposes
and hias o tendencey to eorrect the pernicious theory every-
where prevadent, that weat and wine are the wmost strength-
cuing articles of diet ; and that on this account alone it
deserves consideration and respeet from science. More-
aver, on account of 1ts influence in the domain of national
ceonomy, s vegetarianisin worthy  of the attention of all
who have the physieal aud moral welfare of the people at
hemt, To all the friends of an, thevefore, is it to he per-
sonally recommended, and on every suitable oppertunity a
kuowledge of vegetavinnisin should be imparted.  Propa-
gation of these ideas mnong onr people is - indeed of very
recent date, JFach one must begin with hiwselt, for ench
has his own special difliculty,  Vegetaviunisi is, lowever,
in its whole nature so true, that in later centuries there
will certainly be a confliet in its favor—( Dhren. Jour.)
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SOUNDINGS 1IN THE OCEAN OF ARVAN
LITERNTULE.

BHRINAT SAMHUITAN, .

BY K. VENKATA NARASAYA, OF BELLARY,

Under the title “ Soundings in the Ocean of Aryan
Literature,” Mr. Nilakantha Chatre, B. A., publishics very
uscful and interesting information from the eclebrated
work of Vardabamihira, ealled Bhirihat Siomhita, It is the
carnest desive of every one who wishes to get some insight
into the aneient history of onr conntry to sce every month
somcething from the pen of owr learnad friend.

In Lis article appenring at page 205 of the THEosOPRIST,
he presumes Bhrihat Sambita to have been written in the
sixth century A, Coand gives two reasons, The first is
that the clubornte commentavy of Pandit. Utpala benrs
dute 888 of the cra of Salivihana, and the second is that
Varithamiliza, the author of the Sambhita, quotes from
the work of Aryablintta who, he says, was born in 470
A Co To support him in his ealeulations, he gives ex-
tracts fromn the works of Utpola and Avyabhatta, The
first extinet shows that Utpala wrote his commmentary in
the year 880 of “the Er” My, Nilukantha supposes
that the yewr is of the era of Silivihana, T do not think
that the anthority, quoted by hin, supports him v such
nosupposition.  The very mme Uipmla shows that he
was a Gonda and not a Deavida, ad, i so, hie very pro-
bably resided beyond the Vindhya wmountains, 1t such
be the case, it is fair to presunme that the era given by
him is that of Vikrumaditya,  Whatever way be the
eragiven by Utpala, it is quite plain that the dite of
his culnnentary luf]ps us very little in ti.\ing the time
of the Smuhita., Al that it can show is that the work
in question was not posterior to the vear 880 (whether
it be of the era of Vikrama or Silivilium).

The second reason, given by owr fricnd, viz, that Vara-
hamihirn quotes  from Aryabhatta is one which  can-
not be easily got over, It is quite clewr from the seeond
extract that Aryabhatta was horn in the vear 3,628 of
Kal, corresponding to A.C. 521 and not to AC 470.
In the “sloka” extrncted, Avyabhatta suys that sixty
times sixty years plus twenty-three had clapsed trom
the beginning of the Kaliyug up to the date of Lis birth.
So, it i quite evident that hie was bomin AL 521,
Here T must confess that I awmn at a loss to know how
Mr. Nilakantha, or Dr. Bhau Dajee got the figures 470,
Laying aside the diserepancy of 51 years, we may safely
assert that Aryabhatta Hourished at the close of the 5th
or beginning of the sixth century. 1t it be truc as alleged by
My Nilukantha that Varahamihia quotes frone Avyalihatta,
we must aceept that Varithamibiva fonvished after Arya-
bhatta.  We have, however, n veliable authority from
which it appears that the contiary s the fict. There s
a work ecalled Jyotirvidabharanam, written by Kaliddsa
(the well-known Sauskrit poet) and dated the year 3,068
of Kali. In the appendix to this work, the author suys
that he, and eight others, viz, Dhanwantart, Kshapauaka,
Amara Simha, Sanku, Betalabhatta, Ghata Kharpara,
Varihamilira, and Vararnehi were the uine gews of the
court of Vikvamdaditya, that of thom, Sanku and others
were Pandits, some of them were poets, i Vardhamihira
and others were astronomers; and that after writing the
three poems, Raghuvansa, Kumira Simbhava, and Me-
ghaduta, and a treatise on Smvitis, he wrote Jyotervida-
Lharvanam in the year 3,068 of Kali. It this is 10 be re-
licd on, it carries the time of Vardhamihira back to
the beginming of the Christian cra. Then there arises
very naturally a question which of the two ealeulations
is correct.  In point of anthority both appear equally
supported. T both are true, it is quite clear that there
lived at two ditferent times two persons by the name of
Varahamihiva, and that one of them was a Pandit in
Vikram’s court, and the other was the author of Bhnhat
Sawhita,  Having no copy of this work with me, 1
beg that My, Nilakantha will in o fature tssne of the T'Hro-
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SOPHIST furnish us with extracts from the Sambita, show-
g the portions in which Aryabhatta’s work is quoted,
together with such remarks as bear on the subjeet,

e e e e

MYSNTERIOUS STONE-TIIROWING AT
PLUMSTEAD,

The residents on the western side of Maxey-road, Plum-
stead, at the upper end, have during the Inst few days
been alarmed by a singular bombardment of their houses,
Stones of large size have been showered upon them by
some unknown hand at the rear of the premises, degtroy-
ing the windows to such an extent that in one house every
pane of glass is broken.  The inhabitants of Burrage-road,
whose gardens meet those of the Maxey-road houses, have
naturally heen  seandalised and vexed at the imputation,
Nothing could be scen to justify a selection of the
offending quarter, and  the aid of twenty police-con-
stables in plain clothes was obtained, and they were hidden
about the gardens and honses, but failed to discover the
offender, and although the stone-throwing continned from
about six till ten o'clock every evening, its origin was still
a puzzle, Indeed, for a day or two, the hombardment con-
tinued all through the day, and at intervals of five minutes
smash went a pane of glass or the remains of one, and
another lavge stone found its way into the parlour, bed-
room, or kitchen, No, 200 Maxey-road has been an especial
mark for attacks, and suggests the interior of a house
after a sicge, It has been reeently whitened at the back,
to which may be attributed its beig made a mark of ax-
sault by the assaitants. The bed-room window is harricaded
with boards and earpets, not to save it, for every pane of
glass has gone, but for the protection of the imnates, one
o two of whom have been injured. The same destynetion
is to be seen in all the other rear rooms: even the project-
ing scullery, whose window faces the south, has come in for
its share of the assault, proving that the catapult or en-
gine used must stand somewhere in that divection, Great
stones lay about such as no human hand conld have thrown
for any great distance, some weighing nearly a pound, — Ac-
cording to latest information the stone-throwing continues,
but at more uncertain periods. A clue to the offender has
been obtained, and there is every reason to helieve the
wnoffending inhabitants of Burrage-rond  will be fully
exonerated from any participntion in the mischievous
attack.— Daily Chronicle.

—————— - —

THE MIND IS MATERIAL,

The following diffienltics, propounded by one of onr
correspondents, are offered for considerntion and golution
by those who have studied or thought upon the subjeet.

T In the THEOSOPHIST for April, was an artiele headed
“The mind is material)” which was based on the reasons
that its facultios are thinking, judging, knowing, &, ad
they are affeeted by the affection of the material hody,
This philosophy is perfectly true, but what I want to know
now is this—when the body is destroyed, the mind is also
destroyed and the immaterial soul is Jeft to itself without
having the powersthat wereattached tothemind, This state
of the soul is no better than nothing, beenuse the qualities
akove enmmerated are the only means by which it could
feel, know, think, &¢.  How does it then suffer the conse-
quences of good or bad actions it has done during the life-
time and what becomes of it and what is 1t ¢

There is another question.  The ghosts are nothing but
departed souls; it has been proved in your - journal clse-
where that they perform acts just like hving beings ; they
utter articulate sounds, express fear and all kinds of
facnlties that the mind possesses; how do they possess
these faenlties if the mind is destroyed with the body ¢

I am sure that the mind ismaterial, because it is affeeted
by bodily sicknesses and diseases. Besides in the state of
sound gleep, it feels nothing excepting when  dreaming,
and hence 1t is dedueible that the soul is also waterial
and that after death there remains nothing.”
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THE SPIRITUAL COMMANDMENTS,

We commend to our readers a little book, published
under the anspices of the Samadarshi Sabha, Lahore,
under the above title. The prineiples and  rules of con-
duet ave elearly and  eavefully announced, and a thought-
ful reading of them will prove a powerful auxiliary to
efforts for  righteousuess.  We give them below and are
sure that they will be read by all with interest and  profit,

L—"Thow shalt search for Tyuth in every department, of
being—test, prove, and try if what thow deemest is Truth
i aceept it as the Word of God., .

HL.—Thou shalt continue the search for Lruth all thy
life, and never cease to test, prove and try all that thou
decmest to be trath,

HIL—"Thou shalt search by every attainable means, for
the laws that underlie all life and being 5 thou shalt strive
to comprchend these laws, live in harmony with them, and
make them the laws of thine own life, thy rule and guide
in all thine actions,

IV.—Thou shalt not follow the example of any man oy
sct of men, nor obey any téaching or aceept of any theory
n¢ thy rule of life, that 15 not in striet accordance with thy
highest senge of right,

V.—Thou shalt remember that awrong done to the Yeast
of thy fellow-crentures is a wrong done to all 3 and then
shalt never connnit a wrong wilfully and consciously to any
of thy fellow-men, nor connive at wrong done hy others
without striving to prevent or protesting against it,

VIE—Thou shalt acknowledge all menw's 2ights to o,
think or speak, to be exactly cqual to thine own : and all
right whatsoever that thon dost, demand, thou shalt ever
accord to others,

VIT.—Thou shalt not hold thyself bonnd to lore or associ-
ate with those that are distasteful or repulsive to thee, Imt
thon shalt be hield bound totreat sueh ohjeets of dislike
with gentleness, comrtesy  amd justice ; and never sufler
thy antipathics to make thee ungentle or unjust to any
living crenture,

VHIL—Thou shalt ever regard the rights, intervests, and
welfave of the many as superior to those of the one or the
few, and in eases where thy welfare or that of thy friend
is to be balanced against that of society, thow shalt saerifice
thyself or friend to the welfare of the many,

IX.—Thon shalt be obedient to the Zares of the Tand in
which thou dost reside, in all things which de not conflict
with thy highest sense of right,

X.—Thy first and last duty upon earth, and all through
thy life, shall be to seek for the principles of vight, and  to
live them out to the wtmost of thy power amd whatever
creed, preeept or example conflicts with those principles,
thou shalt shun and reject, ever remembering that the laws
of right are—in worals, Justice ; in seienee, Jlarmony ; in
religion, The Fatherhood of God, The Brotherhowd of Man,
the inumortality of the lntman soul, and compensalion and
retribution for the good or evil done on earth,

TEN RuLEs oF RichT.

L—Temperance in all things, whether physical, mental,
affectional or religious,

Il.—Justice to all ereatures that be—justice being the
exercise of preeisely the same rules of life, conduet,
thought or speeclr that we would desire to reecive from
others,

IIL—Gentlenves in speech and act—never needlessly
wounding the feclings of others by harsh words or deeds ;
never hinrting or destroying aught that breathes, save for
the purposes of sustenance or selt-defence. _

IV.—Truth in every word or thonght, spoken or acted,
but reservation of harsh or unpleasing truths where they
wonld needlessly wound the feelings of others,

V— Charity—charity in thought striving to exeuse the
failings of others ; chavity in speeeh, veiling the failings of
others ; charity in deeds, wherever, whenever, and to
whomsoever the (.].portunity offers, )
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VE—lms-giving—visiting the sick and comforting the
afllicted in every shape that  our means admit of, and the
necessities of our fellow-creatures demand,

VIL—Nelf-sacrifice, wherever the interests of others are
to be benetited by our endurance,

VIIL—Temperate yet finm defence of onr  views of
right, and protest against wrong, whethier in oursclves or
others,

IX.—Tndustry in following onr calling we may he en-
gaged in, or in devoting some portion of our time, when
otherwise not obliged to do so, to the service and benetit
of others.

X.—Love—above and beyond all, sceking to eultivate
in our own families, kindved, friends, and amongst all
mankind generally the spirit of that true and tender love
which can think, speak or act no wrong to any creature
living 3 remembering always, that where love is, all the
other principles of vight are fulfilled beneath its intluence
and embodied I its monitions,

-
ITHE PRARTHANA SAMAS vs, CHRISTIANITY,
BY A MEMBER OF THE PRARTHANA SAMAJ,

Sonme time back, after the A7rtan in the Prarthana
Samaj had come off, it will be remembered that some taune
sheep from the fold of Jesus wrote to the Junnsduya
tuking exception to Tukivam, his doctrines, &e, &e. To
this the Sebodk ateded veplied in o sensible menmer wul
at the same time incidentally remarked that the Holy
Bible contained many eontradictions,  The remark  galled
the Revd, Editor of the Duaieoduye, who challenged  the
Latrild to point ont any contradictions in the Bible, It
seems that the Revidl Editor has wot vead the Bible very
carciully, or ¢lse ho would Lave found thercin enough to
satisty his curiosity,  For ready vefevence 1 shall place
betore him the following :

Geneaes ch, 1.

25, And God made the beast 18.
of the carth after his hind, and
cattle after their kind, &e.

26, And God saidd, et ws  hielp meet for him,
nihe man, &e, 1, And out of the ground

27, SoGuod created manin his  the Lord God formedevery beast
own image, in the image of God  of the field and cvery towl of
created he him ; made and fe-  the air, &c.
male created he them,

In the first chapter, beasts are said to have heen ereated
before man 5 in the seeond, after man,  The first chapter
siys ¢ male and female ercated he thene s the second says
that wowan was created out of Adam’s vib,  In other
words the first chapter seems to say  that man and woman
were ereated together 5 the second that woman was created
after man,  See Genesis, chapter Vo, vo 200 ¢ Male and
female created he them, and blessed them and called their
name Adn, in the day when they were ereated,

And the time that David was Al the days that  David
made King in Jebron over the  reigned over Iskael, were forty
house of Judiahi was scccs gonrs  vears: seoer years reigned he in
and ste months, 1L Samucl,  Jlebron, L Kiugs, c. 2, v. 1),
e 2, v 1L

Aud, again, the unger of the
Lord was Kindled agatnst Isracel,
and  Ae moved  David  against
them to say, &e. 1L San. ¢, 24,
yv. 1.

In the first it is God who moves David ; in the second,
it is Satan,  Which is true ¢

Aud Juab gave up the sum of

(lencses vh. 11,
And the Tord said It
is not good that the wan should
be alone : I will make him an

And Natar stood up against
Israel and provoked David to
number Iseael, 1 Chron, e 21,
v. b,

Aud Joab gave the sum of

the number of the people unto
the King @ and there were in
Eariel eight hundred  thousiod
valiant wen that drew the swond ;
i the men of Judalt were tive
hundred thousand men H. Sa,

¢ 24, v b,

Su God cune to David and
told hity, and said  anto hiw,
Shall - seeea yewrs of faming

comie unto theein thy land { xe.
1L Saw, o 24, v, 18,

the nuber of the peupde unto
Davide - And afl they of Isracl
were o thousand and an hun-
dred  thowsamd anen that drew
the sword ;and Judah was four
hundred  threeseore awnd ten
thousand men that  drew  the
sword, 1, Clivron. . 21, v. 3.

So God came  to David, and
sadd unto i, Thus saith the
Lovrd, chouse thee cither three
yeary famive,  &e. 1o Chron,
e 21 v 1, 12
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So David gave to Ornan for
the plive six huadred shekels of
yold by weight, 1. Chron. ¢. 21,

9

Ce 23,

So David browght the thresh-
ing flooraml the oxen for fifty
shekels of sdleer, 11, Sam e, 24,
v, 24, :

I shall wot break the Revd, Editor’s heat by citing
more contradictions, T shall only assure him (i he does
not read the Bible himselt) that there are many more and
even the few cited are sufticient to conviet the Holy Bible
of perjury,

The Christians langh at Tukaram’s aseent to Heaven
in body, and believe in the same feat when achieved by
Elijah,

I had thought that sop’s Fables and similar books
were the only works in which animals speak, But even
in this respect the Bible is not to be ontdone, Tt makes
Balaam's ass talk,  The ddea of the God of the Old Testa-
ment can only be appreciated by those who have read the
Old Testament, and yet  the missionaries express pious
astonishment at the perversity of the educated natives in
rejecting this God, Surcly the missionaries are either
blind or will not see,  Oris it that the powerful light of
the Divine Revelation dazzles their vision and minkes them
Wlind to the follies and  absurdities narrated in the Holy

Bible.
Bondy, 23rd Muy 1880,

———————
DBRANMOISM vs, IHINDUISM.

By « yc‘ullt‘nulu /m[cle'u‘t/ Un fu:/:m'hml v[ﬁ('r in connection
with the Sadharan Brakono Setnny,

I ame sorvy to fied that in your dssue off April last,
“No Huwbug” has tricd to humbag the public by his
misrepresentations throngh the columms of a0 jowrnal like
yours, whose object is the investigation of truth, Allow
me, theretore, to undeceive your readers by the following
facts,

The widow, allwded to by vour correspondent, is net, and
was sot when she voluntarily et the  protection of her
Ivother, w givl of fnnmature age, so s to be in need of a
“enstodian.”  She was desivous of hettering her prospeets
in life and of being fread from the thraldom of widowhowd
and all its concomitint miseries well known to - those who
are neguainted with the customs of the Hinduw society,
il the tyrmnmies of the orthodox members of that society
to which the Hindu widows e usually subjected through-
out their wretched lives,  The house of her hrother was
virtually a jail to her, and her brother a jail-keeper—her
position was hardly better than that of a slave in America
before the great American war,  She was inmiured into
this jail by the monster ¢ enstom” sund not by sy lawful
authority, henee she had every vight to free herself from it,
and this she did, wnl no move, She voluntarily left the house
of her brother and went to a Brahmo of whom she asked
shelter temporarily in his house, As the widow  was
in amost helpless state and had done nothing wrong
morally o legally in leaving the house of her Drother,
the Brahmo gentleman, alluded to by your correspondent,
conld not conscientiously refuse to give her the help she
eraved for, simply  beeause Bis - Hindu brethren were op-
]msml to gi\‘c her frecdom in n’gurnl to her chotee of re-
mariage,  There s not the slightest evidenee, that the
Braluno gentlensn who gave shelter to the poor widow
“enticed away” or become o accomplice” in the widow's
act of leaving her brother's house. But even if this were
the ease, ic coukld not be held gllili‘\' I))' the tribunal of
an impartial publie, for, in that case, he conld only be ac-
tuated by a noble motive of rescuing a liuman being from
the thraddom of evil custom and  practical  slavery—not
even the enemies of these Brahmos dare insinuate any-
thing against his morality,

Now, Tleave it to youaud to yorur impaortinl readers to
Judge whether the act of the Brdimo, concerned in the
above cise, was eulpable, or whether the Mlogical conclu-
sion dvawn therefrom, that the whele body of the Bruh;-



mos have adopted an “agaressive policy” or an “offending
attitude” towards theiv Hindu brethren is justified by
facts,
Yonrs sincerely,
“ JusTiep.”

Lahore, 25th May 1880,

DS —The Bralone J'ullic Opinion ol the Gth instant,
announees that the widow referred to has heen married fo
a bachelor Brahme gentlenan, aged 27, her age being 21,

——
AN 1Horrag PIHiLosoriy,
BY MR, CHANDAN GOPAL.

Having gone over your esteemed jonrmal up to the
latest nnmiber, [ have come aeross most interesting arti-
cles devoted (o different Inanclies of philosophy, seienees
and wany other useful subjeets, but, Tam sorry to say, that
I found none on the philosophy of Agni-hotea, and there-
fore, enrnestly hope that the present subject will ind o place
i your world-renowned jonral,

The problem, T to disenss, is intended to prove the
moral philosophy ot lgni-hotra which is based  upon
nature,  Withont the perfeet knowledee of bothe of these
and adue perfortianee of the former, man is anable to
kunow the Supreme Being,  The absence of  this know-
Jedge keeps aman immersed in worldly afilictions and
prevents him from obtaining  the highest position or sal-
valion AT o "HAT for which cvery one shonld try with
all his heart and soul, '

Obzerving the rales of moral philosophy, & man mnst,
to the hest of his abilities, do good to others as well as
to hinself.  But what docs daing good ean 2 Never to
lose sight of justice in all one actions,  The chicef of these
are —First, to preserve one health—the instrmment of all
actions—in good order, ad to take steps to help others
tou for the same, Seeondly to believe always in the Infinite
Divine Power who embraces every thing within and with-
out the Timits of Tnoan senses,

But hefore I go on to solve the problem pad forth, 1
must nol omit to mention a faet. which hears upon the
subject in hand, What is death of an animate, or des-
trnction of an inanimate, ohjeet. 7 16 3s nothing more than
the decomposition or analyzation, sooncr or Jater as the
case ay e, of he five elements, and hienee of s pati-
vles ("l(mul) which form the basis of the Universe. At the
sne time the characteristio gqualities of the elements st
adso be statedd to be as follows . — Of the fire (o decompose
paiticles of any substance, of the atr to clevate them to
different vegions above the carth, of the water to - compose
the particles to forne asolid hody, of the earth to keep
them in contaet with itself, aud the evaenation (31vF1T)
]willg the sparee wherem the other foure |»|n'\‘ ther ]ml(.

Now the demonstration and prool—The elimate has the
areatest eflfect upon health in genernl, g0 we st fry
to make it healthy,  When the sacrificial-mixture E
composed of different substances forming three wreat
classes, viz, first, the curatives or remedies against several
discases, seeondly, tonte containing cliiefly suoar, corn and
butter, and  thivdly, aromaties such as sk, &e, is
thrown into the fire, little by little, so as to he thoroughly
burnt, the particles of its essenee, through the ageney of
the five, go up into the air which elevates thene o the ve-
gions of clouds (?mn'ﬁ) or more properly speaking, to the
reaion where the clonds are eondensed and changed into
water, Though nnable to explain all the iinomerable
benefits acerwing fron these particles to the whole world,
I mention a few of them.  Tn the beginming of the jno-
cesg, these particles, GlF they remain, though for a short
time, in the Tower regions of the atmosphere, exchule the
unhealthy parvticles of air from the place where the saeni-
fice is performed, after which ascending higher throngh
the aforesaid agencies they remove their defeet throngh
the chemieal operations performed between them by na-
ture,  The animals inhaling this purified air get refreshed
and healthy,  Reaching the region of rain these particles
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purify the vapowrs forming  clonds, and therehy make the
wader of min prure and healthy, The pified air
waler having great offect upon the mineral kingdom, ton,
inprove it a great deal, The air, earth, and water, the
basis of the  vegetable kingdom, being thus purified,
make it heabthy, The first. part ot our problem having
heen |»ru\'(‘-(|, we mnst now turn to the second, viz, to
try at the time to know the Divine Being. How cm
this knowledge be obtained 7 For this purpose Tedie
mantras ave vepeated during the performance, which also
teach us the philosophy Jving hidden wnder the mysterions
veil of Lbgni-hotra sacrifice,

Owing to my limited eapaeity, T cannot possibly be
exprected to exhaust so grand a subjeet, but our advanel
readers possessing high intellects who wish to know it
more minutely and to satisfv themselves, will please draw
fuller information from the Yagur Veda, in which sevenl
('mnp]l:h- chapters are devoted 1o the same ]i]liluSn]tll)’,
the study of which has now heen rendered much  easier
than ever through the favour of our revered leader Pundit
Dayinand Swmswati Swiimi whom we shonld pay onr
warmest thanks for the trouble he has taken to exponnd
the Vadas for the henefit of mankind,

It may fairly be concluded from  the above-mentioned
facts that the performance of Agni-hotye is not bused on
any prejudice or seetarianisim, beeause the difierence of lan-
guage can have no - effeet on the philosophy and seicnees
thronghont the diffevent parts of the workd, Agui-hotra
may thus he expected o gain popmlarity among those
who appreciate nothing but what s hased on justice,
especially among the Aryas, who rightly hold the Vedas
as impersonal and divine, and whose ancestors: never pro-
nounced  without a feeling of reference and honor, the
Loly name of dgui-hotra, the philosophy  of which is <o
heautifully expounded by the Rishis and sages of by-gone
ages.

Lucknow. the 25th Moy 1880,

———elp—— —

THE IHINDU O ARY A
BY K, I

Many abler and worthier hands have touched upon the
point, interesting as it isc with hetter results,  But, sinee
e ardent henrt finds no satigfaction 41 its falness is given
vent to, many of our impartial readers have the sufferance
of going once more over these lines on the same question,
Of worth or - merit claim they none, but only wish sym-
pathy to the Tndizn commonalty  and eall attention of onr
more enlizhtened hrethren toa rectification of the mter-
nal evils of the people.

In these days of patriot frenzy—fienzy T would eall it
since among all o really patriotic soul is yet but scaree—
when every Tndiam youth regards it a bounden duty to do
his wmite in the great work of national regencration, a
serions conbroversy most naturally nndertakes to deter
mine what st be the appropriate appellation for the
country amd its people. Thanks, no donbt, to the Trroso-
st and the Society, whose joint cfforts conld make so
much of the Hindw idioeracy.  But would, that these
very many professions were not mere hollow sounds, that
this patriot agitation cmanated really from the bottom of
the Hindu heart, from the inmost privy of the Indian
soul ! Many, no doubt, will frown and ask—are these
Inboring  reformers of India then no sineere patiiots—
so many dissemblers only, merve pretenders to the cause ?
But, alas  sorry that we are to answer in the aflinmative,
There are now o the Tndian soil, we grant, many. who
project chimeras i their minds, and faney achievement
of wonders at onee s nt who among all ever thinks of
giving to their purposes, deeds, aoreality

The veaders of the TurosorinstT must have notieed in
the April number of the journal that more than one native
patriot have expressed desires to change the current name
of the people for one more agiecable to them, “ A very
carnest Friend” complains that the term * Native” is usedl
to designate the Indians from foreigners, and suggest? that

QUESTION,
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the word Dhdratiinsbe substituted instead. His patriotic
soul cannot  brook this nickname he supposes put on i
by the conquering, or rather rling classes,  Bot then, our
Editor himsclf contradicts him with great veliemence ;
and the same we quote here for onr own views, The
complaint,” says he, * does not seem entirely well-ground-
ed. I every country the oviginal inhabitants wre called
Natives, to contrast them with all who are not horn on the
soil. Tn Amerien, the freest country in the worlid, and where
there is absolute equality betore the law, we are proud
to ¢éall omrsclves Natives, when we wish to indicate that
we are not hmigrants, and some years ago, i great
political party calling itself the Nwtive dmervicans sprang
mto existence, at a time of excitement ecaused by the
bare suspicion that foreigners were plotting to undermine
our liberties,  We do not see how the case of the hulians
can be made an exception to a enstom which seems to
us unavoidable.,.., ... Ko our part, we woubld feel very
prowd to he able to hoast of such o country as this, and
sieh an aneestry, even at the cost of being called * Native)
with a fine Havor of scorn.”

Another Avyan brother, B. Po Sankdhar, ashs whether
it is not advisable to begin our work of regeneration with
changing the name * Hindd’—* o term,” he explains,
“ that means a hiar, 8 slave, a black, an infilel, i short,
a man possessed of every evil to he found in the world.”
We kuow not what lexicon, but his own (though wost
opportune) interpretation, could furnish snel o sense for
the wordl,  Indeed, there is no such Sanskyit. word as

Hindu,  We never come aeross it in any of owre religious
books.  Netther Panini nor the latest grammaians de-

terming its etymology ; nor is it recognised mnywhere i
the great code of Manu, * You seek it inovain,” says a
adistinguished gradnate of Caleutta, “in the Puranas § nor
do you get aelue to its etymology il you come in con-
tact with forcign linguages”  The fact is that the word
is really Persian, though  essentially  Sanskrit, © The
science of language distinetly points out  that the letter
A in Persian is analogous to s in Sunskrit.”  Whoever
has secn the pages of Professor Miiller or Count Grinm,
attests the verneity of the assertion,  Henee do we get at
the real derivation of the word, When our first Aryan an-
-cestors, it we are to give eredit to history, dwelt on the
banks of the Sind/lae (or the Tudus), the hrother Persians
who did as yet bear the swne name, designated these emi-
arants Hindus in their language, which is according to the
law analogous to the Sunskrit Sindhis, that is, those that
lived alonyg the course of the Sindhi viver, Whether there
was any degree of hatred or abliorrence mixed  with this
their designation, cannot now be known, It the Persians
ever took it to mean ¢ dark o black,” as is shown i the
last Tirosornsy, that is but a poetic interpretation of a
more modern date. That the Grecks gave the nane, is like-
wise groundless ; since nowhere do we find in the whole
Greck philulogy any such word as Jind o0 Hindd ocan-
ing us Sankdlunjee does, norave the obler Greciang ever
aecognized to have even known the word.  So, perhaps,
it is the present degradation of the people, or rather the
condition 1 which they are thought to be hy some of the
vain Ewropeans that Jed the honored contributor to a con-
sideration such as is expressed by him,

Neither does the termn & Arya” denote as Sankdharjee
thinks, This word, if we are to accept the rendering
given by Max Midller, meant < a eultivator”—a word which
shows that when the term came into use, vur anecstors
had abandoned their nomadie modes of life and  taken to
the nobler vecupation of plonghing.  Tn process of time, it
attained the noblest meaning which it is possible fora
tenn to acquire 5 for it soon cane to mean nothing less
than the best Hindu distinguished  for devotion, lemrning
and picty,  Alas ! however, for human inconstaney the
word i3 ultimately applied to all Hindus alike,—good,
bad and indifiercut,—as distinguished from the Mlcchehas
or Yulans of the heterodox persuasions,
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However, from the above it is plain that we are at one
with onr brother in regarding Zlinde It a0 forcign desig-
nation, which from the Persians soon began to he used for
the Indians by all the other nations woest of the Indus,
I time, when these Western people chaneed atterwinds to
obtain sovercignty over  this country, they would not call
us otherwise than by the name fumiliar to them, but,
never perhaps using it as andcknmne ;) sinee, in that ease,
it is impossible, that it should have escaped  the attention
ofysuel o Kind and tolevant prinee as Akbar the Great,
who woulid even bear <kodders on his e sther than
treat te subject Ddians witle any  sort of unkinduess,
The Avyasy heemne grndually  accustomed o the term
degraded as they becne, they took  the rulers” word
without hesitation and soon after got over their own old
nane, Henee, it wis auiversally adopted in Tishia, save
by some vetived recluses 5l owing to the degencracy of
the dvya-dlaceine, the nodern veligion of the people was

.

also styled Hinduism, meaning the veligion of 1he iodern
i,
As  shown

above, the words imply nothing evil in
themselves,

Morcover, had the wonl truly meant as our
brother supposes, it is impossible that a whole nation,—
and one as the Indinn, having for it members not only a
few gnorant, but many learned  aued deep-thinking
men, and existing not aday o year, bot for ages and
centuries,—would be so blinded or vepressed as never at
least to have perceived the uaniversal evror,

Bt what matters fuvther argnmentation 2 1 is per-
haps high time for s to conelnde, and so o few words in the
el Notwithstanding e great iinportanee attached to
the subject, we think it night be as well dealt with with far
less prominence, Did - ever-Socrates or Vadiiki—siges
whose equals, perliaps, shall wever he born-—cure whether
he was cadled o Greek or an [ndian, or by any other nane
whatsoever,  Are not the Americans mtsnamed the Yan-
kees, and the Brtish the Whites £ Merits, not titles,
are judged.  Childven and the rasties may be solicitous
that they e not anisnamed 5 but the wise care not a
tritle for such things.  So, far fron arguing with so mueh
diligenece whether we e called Notives or Ladioons, Hindus
or Adryas, we think it would be greatly move useful and
advantageous to devate thad mnount. of om attention to
the real well-being of our comntrynien, to the consider-
ation ol what proper steps should be taken to redress
very many piteous wricvimees of our beethren, and to the
carctul investigation of wherein lic the original causes
of many, ahmost natural, defeets of the ]n(:ulolu,\'l'lmt. would
he a work veally move desivable and even more weighty
than volies of such titulary  discourses. There s one
who has dropped fiery words for the reformation of Tudia,
even finding fault with the Aryan caste-system and
other manmers and - habits of  the peophein the last
Trrosormsr, To these matters we hope tosudvert i our
next, and the diseussion of these may be eonsidderad to do
atnore desivable servico, The regeneration of o nation is a
task not to be achieved by mere bazaar gossip or fantastic
schemes, We would, therefore, even join owr rother to
pray @ O, true sons of thisonee exalted Avyavarta ! the
time lias come, or i mther fast approaching, when we
should show our spivits, act with vigour, amd try our best
towards the ve-exaltation of our beloved nother-conntry |
Arise from your long sleep, O, ye lovers of your once
finons seat of Tearning and religion, look aronnd you and
sce in what a hapless state your country Hes b Arise,
ye nobler hrethreen ! devote your heart to the great cause
Tire not, and withont weariness or disgust, betake your-
selves to aronse and enlighten even the most uncouth
souls,—the low, illiterate hearts, that lave pats which
would act well with your ail, Spare no pains 1o unite all
in one harmonions accond as into a Universal Brotherhood
of Hounanity, using with one voice the unison in praise
of o aneient glovious  ryararta, Hadustaon, ov Indac
Oug bl sl
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OoUR DELEGATES 1IN CLEVYLON,

Tt is # civcumstance wholly unexpected that we have to
depend npon secondary sources for aivacconnt of the moye-
ments of the Theosophical party in Ceylon, The fact s
however, that every delegate’s time, and especiadly that of
Colonel Oleott and  Madame Blavatsky, is so ocenpivd
that they cannot find the sallest leisure to write for this
m:\gnzin:-. Since the landing at Galle, on the 17th of
May, when they were ennght up by the inhabitants el
made into popular heroes, they have heen surronnded by
erowvels, and made the contre of exciting events, Colonel
Oleott has delivered on the average at least one oration &
day : to say nothing of lectures and expositions to select
companics of hearers, and debates with Chistian and other
opponents of Theosophy, At cvewy loeality visited, the
cotmittees of reception have comprised the leading men
of the community, their mission has heen blessed by the
priests, and the most pions and revered ladies have come
i their vichest attive to show  their respeet tor Madmne
Blavatsky,

The best anthorities say that sinee the word Christio-
nity was first pronounced in Cevlon, there has never heen
anything like the excitement among the Buddhist people,
Their gratitnde to Madame Blavatsky and - Colonel Oleott
for darving to stand up for theiv faith as against the
Christians who have systematically devided it is hownd-
less. Branches of the Theosophieal Society had, at latest
advices, heen formed at Galle, Panadure, Colobo il
Kandy.  Money has been contributed to their respeetive
treasuries to ey ont the plans submitted by our Presi-
dent, Tt is fully evident alveady that results of dmmense

importancee st follow the delegation’s visit to the heautis
ful Island of Cexlon, The name of our Society has become
a houseliold word from one end of it to the other.  Some
say that the effects of the visit will Jast for generations,
Jhat the Christian party are alive to these facts s shown
in the wnserupulous attacks of their .seeulnr press, the
tone of the Lovd Bishop's own  ovenn, The  Diocesan
Calender, and the wnwonted activity of the Native Cate.
chists and  Bible-exhorters, and Envopean missionavies
and settled elergymen, The Theosophists now form the
staple text for their preaching, and - while onre party were
at Kaundy, five preachiers were busy, exhorting the Sinha-
lese not to hear them, but to listen to the Gospel t In
that ancient city Colonel Oleott spoke first at the Dalada
Maligdva Temple, where the Tooth-Relie of Buddha is
enshrined.  The crowd was so dense as to pack all the
corridors and courts and prevent the omtor from being
heard.  An adjournment was accordingly  had to the open
Fsplanade in front of (he temple 3 and the speaker. with
his interpreter, the delegates from  the Bombay Theoso-
phical Socicty, and the chicf priests of the Kawdyan tem-
ples, took their places upon a broad  buttressed wall, Tl
scene is deseribed as having been most impressive,

In the absence of original material we take from the
Lioncer of June 16 and 25, the navmatives given by its
special correspondent, which will be read with deep intevest,

“ The visit, of the delegation of Theosophists to Ceylon
has stirred the native society of the igland to its depths,
The local ofticers declare that they never saw such gather.
ings in the sonthern district before.  The  visitors were
cxpected here on the 1th, on which day 4000 people
gnthered at the landing-pier, the hoats in the harbour were
decorated with flags. a native committee boavded the P,
and O, steamer as soon ag she dropped anchor, and great
preparations were made to give the delegates a popular
welcome . But the public were disappointed, the Theose.
phists having decided to come by a British India boat so s
to visit theiv inembers at Karwar, Mangalore, and Cochin,
This change of programme was duly telegraphed, but,
owing to a break in'the sea eable, the despately was never
forwarded,  However, advices were telegraphed from Bome
bay on the 11th ; and on the 17th, when t'u: Lthiopla was
signalled, a new crowd of nearly 6,000 was in waiting, A
committee of twenty-five of the first native gentlemen of
‘Galle had charge of all the arrangements ; the Theoso-
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phists were taken ashore in alarge bont, escorteed be a feet
of the queer Cingalese ennoes riggeld ont with Hags and
streamers 3 a carpet was laid on the landing-stage, wand as
the visitors stepped ashore, a roar of voices weleomed them.
Placed in earringes, they were escorted to the handsome
hingadow, gpecially fitted up for theiv occupaney, by a
multitude that filled the road fromn gide to side, and extend-
ed front to rear as far ag one could see.  On reaching the
house they were met on the vernndah by the High Priests
Sumanatizsa and Pivavatinn, and o dezen or more subordi-
e priests, who elanted verses of salutation from the
Pali saered hooks,  From that time to this their quarters
have been besicged, and their time has been taken up s
receiving visits, debating with priests, visiting temples, cat-
ing dinners, tifting, and Tn'czukf:lsts of ceremony. and aceept-
ing invitations to pass from town to town thronghout  the
southern distriet,

“ Colonel Oleott has alveady spoken twice in publie—
last evening at the Fort Barracks, the Inargest room in
Calle = and  this afternoon in - the compound of a gentle.
man's house, where fully 3,000 Buddhists listened to him,
On the former occasion the chair was ocenpied by Priest
Megittuwatte, the most renowned orator and controver-
sinlist i all Ceylon,  The entive English colony was pre.
sent fast evening, and besides the barrack-room  heing
crowded, there was a volunteer awdienee outside  the
huilding numbering many hundved.  The lecturer’s topie
was “ Theosophy and Buddhism,” and  his srgument was
to the effect that the universal yearning of Lhumanity for
some knowledge of divine things was satistied pre-cmni-
nently in the systent which Buddha hequeathed to the
world,  This faith, which is alveady  professed by 470
millions—fully a third of the cavth’s population—was de-
stined to attack thousands, if not millions, more from the
areat hody of thinking men whom the statisticians classified
as Christinns, but who had lost. all faith in their nominal
creed,  Within the past ten years, he said, and especially
within the past two years, there has heen a marked inter-
est throughont the English-speaking countries to know what
Buddha’s doctrine really is. To satisty thix neal a society
of iutelligent, zealons  Buddhists should be organized :
tracts aud other publieations should  he  disseminated
broadeast ; and it it could he brought about, learned Bud-
dhist wissionaries should he sent to Europe and America,
The object of the present visit was to organize just sucl a
society as a branch of the Theosophical Society, which is
the vepresentation of the principle of universal religious
tolerance, nnd  included in its fellowship Parsis, Hindns,
Jaing, Jews, and almost every other class of scetary. He
was happy to say that this suggestion had received the
entire approbation of the greatest Buddhist pricsts and
the most respected laymen, whose presence at this time
showed the state of their feelings,  Megittuwatte fully
corroborated Colonel Oleott's statements, and hespoke the
good-will of every true Buddhist for the Theosophieal
Society, of which he himself had been a fellow for the
last two years, His remarks were in Cinghalese, and
were delivered with perfeet flueney and impressive elo-
quence, The andience at to-day's lecture was a sight to
he remembered. The Theasophists, with the High Priest
Sumanatissa whohadthe chair.and Megittuwatte, oceupied
a high balcony at. the easterly side of a great grassy quad-
rangle, enclosed by the principal and lesser buildings of a
private residence, and  affording  sitting-roomn for at least
3,000 people, It was all occupied, and crowds also swarm-
ed on the steep sides of adjacent hills that overlooked the
compound. This time the Colonel's address was inter-
preted in Clinghalese, sentence by sentence, as extempo-
rancously delivered,  The Theosophical delegation com-
prises the following persons :—Clolonel H, S, Olcott, Presi-
dent ; Madame H. P, Blavatsky, Corresponding Secretary ;
Mr, Edward Wimbridge, Vice-President of the parent
socicty: and Messrs, Damodar Mavalankar, Panachand
Anandji, and Parshotam Narayanji (Hindus), and Sorabji
J. Padshah and Ferezshali Dhunjibhai Shroft (Parsis), a
specinl committee to represent the Bombay Theesophical
Society, ,
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"« On returning to theiv quarters from to-day’s lecture,
the delegation were hononved  with a eall fromn the Sian-
ese Ambassador and  swite, who are in Galle for one day
en route to England.

“ To-morrow evening a meeting is to be held to take the
names of those who wish to join the Galle sub-section of
the Ceylon Theosophical Society ; Tuesday evening the
initiations will tuke place ; and o Wednesday the dele-
gation takes up its itinerary to Dodanduwa, Kalatura,
and Panadure, at eachi of which places bungalows, com-
mittees, and the audiences await them ; and thence on to
Colomba, the capital city, where, according to all accounts,
there will be great goings-on,

“ Nature clothes hevself in Ceylon in her Toveliest garb,
The verdure is something splendid. Wherever the eye
turns it sees an exuberant tropical vegetation with such
variety of hue and such noble forms as one funeies cannot
be found elsewhere,  The paddy-fiells arc all a bright
green ; the clustering coconnuts hang  from a million
trees ; the monster Jack-fruit, the betel-palmn with its sil-
ver-ringed, smooth green trunks, the golden plaintain, the
mango, pine-apple, bread-fruit, and bamboo e the choie-
est of their kinds 3 a grassy carpet borders every voad and
lane, and a multitude of Howers and  colonred-leaf plants
afford a bonquet of rich colowrs,  Our table is loaded with
fruit of a size and Havour unknown to us hefore coming
here, and served up in garlanded  platters, that make the
board look like a garden bed in the carly swmmer time,
Al, you who nre parched by the furnace-heat of the plaing
of India take a month’s holiday and conie to Ceylon it
you would form some idea of an Eden.  Aud as for the
peeple—Bishop Heber may say what hie will about. every
prospect pleasing anud only man being vile ; but I, forny
part, declure that o more hospitable, kiud, ainl gentle peo-
ple no one need care to encounter,  As for their  vile-
ness,” statisties in the Queen Advocate’s reports show
that there is less erime among the natives of Ceylon than
wmong any equal body of people in any  Christiun country
that I can call to mind.  In a population of about 2} mil-
fious there were 1,106 convictions for offenees of any kind,
great and small, in a whele year, and of these there were
but 375 assaults against the peson, What would Bow
Street say to that 7 Of the whole nuber of convictions
more than oue-fourth (274) were for eattle-stealing.  The
table shows a total absence of whole groups of crimes that
prevail among us ; while of offcuces dircetly traceful to
the use of liquor, the proportion is but 7 per cent. as
against about 93 per cent, in London, or any other lurge
Christian city.”

The Pioncer of June 25, says :—* The first stage of the
Theosophical tour through the Island of Spices has been
completed, and the party are quartcred in the large
bungalow called * Redclitie,” the former vesidence of Siv
€. G. MacCarthy, Colonial Scerctary,  Their movements
siuce leaving Galle liave been attended with the greatest
possible eclat, the people gathering in crowds-at every
halting-place providing them with quarters, committecs of
the most respectable men  waiting upon thew, the Bud-
dlist priests welcoming them at their vilaras, and read-
ing addresses to them in Pali, At Piyagalle and Kalatura
great processions were organized, with banners and music,
and  trivinphal cars, drawn by flower-garlanded  bullocks,
in which the Theosophists were made to ride,  In taet,
the delegation ave utterly confounded by all these popular
demonstrations.  They came cxpecting to pay their way
like ordinary mortals, stop at the hotels, move about quiet-
ly, and after organizing the projected branch Society at
Colombo, return to Bowbay, But from the moment
when they left their stecamer in Galle hirbour for the
jetty, escorted by a Hotilla of canoes, their fate was sealed,
and they beecame public characters,

* Colouel Olcott’s oratorical powers and physical endu-
rance have been as severcly tested as though e had been
canvassing for a seat iu Parliament, and discussions on
religion, !:hilos(nphy, and theology lave kept Madame
Blavatsky's hands cqually full,  The Buddhist women
scew to regard her as a deity dropped fromn the clouds, and
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despite her energetic remonstrances, will insist upou mak-
ing pajo to her. Much of this reverence is due to the
cireulation of a Cingalese piomplilet malde up of translated
extracts from her book deseriptive of the phenomena she
witnessed wnong the Luaie adepts of Tibet and Mon-
golia, and more to the spread of reports of certain won-
derful things of the smne sort she didat  Galle, Panadure,
Dodanduwn, and othier places on her way heie, as well s
since the wrrival of the party al Colombe.

“The cagerness manifested to join the Theosophical So-
ciety has caused mnenlargement of the original plan, A
branch Socicty was formed at - Gatle @ menibers were ad-
mitted at various towns along the road 3 a separate branch
is forming at Panadore ; the Colombo branch will be
organized on Tuesday  next, mud the indications point to
Kandy followiug suit.  The uew  membership already
embraces the highest and  most energetic elass of Bud-
dhists, irrespective of sect, and—always a prime consider-
ation i any cumpaigh—the best able to supply the sinews
of war, These several hranches will, of course, be ulti-
mately brought into one general league, or Buddhistie
seetion, of the  parent Theosophical Socicty, and we may
rcasonably look for a thorongl exposition of Gautama's
doctrine.  As in all other churches, corruptions and abuses
luwve erept into the Buddhistic,  The Cingalese priesthiood
is divided into two great sects-—-the Amarapoora and the
Simmese, cach deriving its authority from the place whose
name it bears,  The veal differences between them arve
trifling, and yet, as between onr Chvistian scets, there is «
goml deal of petty rancour, Stll the leaders of botle sects
pereeive the advantages of the alliance offered by the
Theosophists, and so vie with encli other in tenders of
co-uperation,  Colonel Oleott and  Madinne  Blavatsky,
have, in the plainest words, anmounced that their Society
will not meddle in any of the internal nestions of a
theological or doctrinal nature, nor permit it to be made
the organ for forcing these fonily  differences upou the
publie attention.  Nor will they propagate the idolatrous
perversions of primitive Buddhisin fastened upon the
chureh in Ceylon by suceessive Tamil dynasties.  The
evrner-stone of Sakya Mani's philosophy was  the doctrine
of Merit, its  eap-stone that of Nirvana. These the
Western world wishes expounded, and - theve s reason for
every admirer of Gantama to look with o fricudly eye
upon the present moveluent.

“The Theosophists left Galle for their towr northwand
on the 26th instant, in carviages supplied by o committee
at Dodanduwa,  Colonel Oleott was obliged to speuk
twice on that day-—at Ambalangada and Dodanduws,
The party slept at the latter place, and the next morning
moved forward in two mail-conches, sent on by the fisher-
men of Galle, whose application to offer this courtesy
was commuiented, [ believe, in oy last Letter,  Four
speeches were squeezed out of the Colonel on that day—
two of them to treniendous crowds,  Oue of these was
gathiered in and about the temple at Pivagalle, and, as
18 remarked above, there was a procession, One incident
of the day ereated no little fun, Just after leaving Piya-
galle the leading coach was stopped by a man who came
runuing out of n house curying a retleetor-lmnp in Lis
lud,  The party thought something serions mast have
happened—a bridge been curried away, or something of
the sot.  But the lamp-bearer only turned the blaze
of the Light upon the occupants of the coach, pointed out
Madame Blavatsky aud the Colonel to a few admiring
fricids, said he only wanted to have a look at them, told
the coach to proceed, and asked whether the DParsces
were in the next coach.  Is it not Gotthe who tells in
his inenmoirs about the visit he received frotn a young
fellow one day, who sent in lis eard, entered the room,
refused Gobthe's invitation to be scated, surveyed him
arefully from a distanee, walked avound his chair and
took a back view and, then without a word laid a gold
picce upon Gotthe's writing-tuble, and walked to the
door,  Upon being called back and asked the cause of
his strange behaviour, and especially for leaving the money,
he said that he had been most auxicus to sce the great
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man, had now bheen gratified, and thought it no more
than fair to compensate him for the brael interruption
of his work—for which he hegged pardon. The story
is a good_one anyhow, and this one will almost serve as «
pendant.  The next day and night and Saturday nu.n'ning__:'
werls passed at Kalaturn, where an address was delivered
to some 2,000 people in a coconnnt-grove, and another
at the adjoining village of Wehrn, where resides the
priest, Subluti, whose erudition has been .mmlv kunown
in Enrope by Mr. Childers in his Pali dictionary. 'I'.In-
party lunched at the hoase of My Avnathalam, the Jostice
of Kalatirn, a Cambridge graduate and a gentleman of
high breeding  and  enlture. The untinished  ratlway
(Colombo and Galle Railway) is here veached, and the
Theosophists were conveyed by train to Panadure, where
the station and platform were fowd tastefully decorated
with coconnuts, Howers, and folinge, and hath sides of
the main street and the approneh to the bungalow set
apart fortheir use lined with strips of palin-leaves: sus-
pended from continmmous conds, Their host at this town
was the venerable and wealthy Mudcliae Andris Pevera,
astately ol man with a large family of stalwit sons
and danghters,  He had not allowed any conmittes to
assist, hut had supplied everything—decoration, house,
furnitnre, fomd, and servants—at his personal cost. As
the guests neared the bungalow, they saw a trinmphal
arch erected at the gate of the compound, and their st
approaching then v the full aniforne of his rank of
Mudeliar, A large shell comb—-the comb s worn by
all Cingalese wentlemen—was iu his jron-gray  hair; his
dress comprised a blue frock-cont. with gold frogs il
Jewelled buttons ; the national skiet, or dhoti, worn as
A simple wiapping without folds ol cunﬁnc(l'nt the
waist by a gohd-clasped belt @ a satin walst-coat wntl.n‘ two
rows of large cmeralds for buttons; and o magnificent
sword  with solid gold seabbard and hilt, hoth studded
with gems, suspended from a solid gold baldrie n:lulmmtvl)’
carved.  He was attended by two stave-bearvers i uni-
form, and followed by his family and a host of aequain-
tances,  As he marched along in the full sunlight, he
certaindy  presented a very gorgeans appearanee, s
sword and  haldrie alone are computed to he worth at

least- £2,.500,”

After the above was put in type, ihe following l«-ltcr‘\\'ns
received from one of one delegates in Ceylon toa friemd
here.  As it contains many details of great interest, we
gi\'c it room here,

RADCLIFPE Hovses,
Colombo, June 15, 1880,

I have been almost afiaid to put pen to paper, feeling
how inadequately 1 should convey 1o you any idea of owr
doings here.  We have, indeed, been paying the penaly
of greatuess, Followul, wherever we go, by enthusiatic
thousands, not a moment to owrselves, our bungalow at all
times surronnded by a crowd, which the utmost vmlem‘n'ur;\'
of two policemen can hardly prevent from making foreible
entry,  Our whole available time is taken up in receiving
calls, We have just returned from Kandy, the ancient,
capital of Cleylon, 1t iga lovely place, its environs Sll!l
lovelier—it. is 6,000 feet above the sca level, and the ¢li-
mate magnificent.  Words altogether fail me to do justice
to the beauty of the scencry, exquisite both m form and
color. We were permitted, to sec that sacred relie, the
tooth of Buddha, which is very ravely shown, this being,
[ believe, the first time sinee the visit of the Prinee of
Wales, five or six years ago. The scene was a - most stri-
king one—the courtyard of the temple filled with an eager
crowd of devotees drawn to the spot by a double attrac-
tion—the sacred tooth and the Theosophists,  The ante-
room and the stairease leading to  the chamber where the
velic is kept, were filled by a crowd of Kandian chicfs and
other gentlemen—the chiefs being conspicuous by reason
of their extraovdinary costume—a  costume which I am
sure no words of mine can o justice to, I will simrl_y
say that it consists of velvet hat of tremendous size and of
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bright color, heavily embyoiderad with gold, a short jacket
of the same material, the sleeves of which are padded, so
as to make the shonlders appavently rise hadf way up the
head, A white satin vest, embroidered with gold and sil-
ver, is worn under this, and the Jower man s swathed in
about fifteen petticoats secured at the waist by an em-
broidered and jewelled givdle—the  ensemdle heing simply
immense,  The rvelie, when not on exhibition, is kept in a
series of pagodas of gold and yrecions stones, each one
fitting into the other, T don’t know how many  there ave,
but. the first. one s about three or four inches high, and
the last one about two feet. One of the wost interesting

things we have szen sinee we came to Ceylon was the

cerentony of ordination to the priesthond.  We were in-
vited while in Kandy to one sueh ceremony by Suman-
watln, the Higle Priest of Adam’s Peak, and at the appoint-
ed time of 8wy, procecded  to the temple, o building of
some 250 years old, the gift of one of the Kandian kings,
[t is a rectangular oblonyg strveture, the roof sapported on
two rooms of square monolithic colimms with earved and
pavinted eapituls 5 at one end is a niche in which is placed
a large jnege of Buddha in the sitting postire, i front
of this sat bwo rows of priests, the chiel priest being in
the centre of the front rank, all seated  with their hacks
to the image. On either side of the hall were seated
other rows of priests within the lines of colmnns leaving
the nisles free, ITncone of these aisles, against, walls were
placed mats and cushions for our aceommodation, and to
wineh we were duly nshered on entering. Shortly after
our arrival the |n'qc0u«|ings commenced, A side door
apened and the neophyte, deessed in the costume (pre-
viensly deseribed) of a Kandian ehicl, entered, attended by
two sponsars, who introduced him to the ehief priest before
whom hie knelt and bowed his head  to the ground—this
Tatter with considerable diftienlty owing to the fifteen
petticoats s hie then repeated some lines in Pali and retived
to the centre of the hall where his sponsors despoiled him
of his finery, and endued him with the priestly vobe, e
was then ledback to the priest, repeated more lines, vetived,
walking ek wards, returned, and said a few more lines: this
with sindry genutlexions, howings, &e., completedthe cere-
mony. st not forget to mention the fan held by the
High Priest during the ceremony ; it was about two feet in
dimmeter with a perfeet. elub of carved ivory by way of
handle ;3 1 suppose the thing wmst. have weighed ten
pounds at least.
—————

THE COLOMBO THEOSOPHICAL SOCTETY WAS ORGANIZED
il inangaeated by Colonel Oleott. and Madame Blavatsky
on the T6th ultimo, and the following officers were elected
for the current, year :—

DPresident : Andvew Parera @ Viee-Presidents @+ Simon
Silva. and Sena Derage Tepanis Perera; Pandit of the
Sociely : Pandit Don Andris de Silva Badnwantudawe ;
Seeretary: Johm James Thiedian; Treasurer: Simon Perera

Dharma Gunnawardhana ; Coaeillors ¢ Joln Robert de -

Silva; William D,

., Amaris Fernando

Abrew ; Charles Stephen Pereira ;
L Mathew Fernandu,

————p————
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