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OLD DIARY LEAVES*
C h a p te k  III.

A N  experiment, made by H . P. B., with myself as a passive agent, 

shortly after my coming to her house in Philadelphia, narrows the 

phenomenon of letter-transport, with precipation of writing inside seal­
ed covers, to very close limits. . The facts were these : she was tipping 

tables for me, with and without the contact between her hands and the 
table ; making loud and tiny raps— sometimes while holding her hand 

six inches above the wood, and sometimes while resting her hand upon 
mine as it lay flat upon the table ; and spelling out messages to me from 

the pretended John King which, as rapped out by the alphabet, I re­

corded on scraps of paper that were subsequently torn up and thrown 

away. At last some of these messages relating to third parties seemed 
worth keeping, so one day, on my way home, I bought a reporter’s note­

book and, on getting to the house, showed it to her and explained its 

intended use. She was seated at the time and I standing. Without 
touching the book or making any mystical pass or sign, she told me to 

put it in my bosom. I did so, and after a moment’s pause she bade 
me take it out and look within. This is what I found : inside the first

* I  shall be u n d e r g re a t obligations to  any  friend who w ishes well to th is  h is­
to rica l sketch, if he (or she) will give c r  lend  me for refe ren ce  any in te re stin g  
docum ents, or any  le tte rs  w ritte n  th em  d u rin g  the years 1875, 6, 7 and 8, by  e ith e r  
H. P. B. or m yself, abou t phenom ena, th e  occult laws w hich  produce them , or 
even ts in th e  h isto ry  of th e  T. S., or an y  new spapers or cu ttin g s re la ting  to  th e  
sam e subjects. Loans of th is  k ind  w ill be carefully  re tu rn e d , and I  shall be g lad  
to  refund , if  desired, any  expense fo r postage incurred by  th e  senders. R em iniscen­
ces of occult phenom ena show n by H. P. B., if described to  m e by  th e  eye-w itnesses, 
will be specially  valued. I  m ay  no t live to  ge t out a second E dition  of iny  book, and 
wish to m ake the first as in te re s tin g  and  tru stw o rth y  as possible. One ought not, at, 
th e  age of sixty, to tru s t too m uch to  one’s own memory, a lthough  mine seems not to  
fail me as yet. F riend ly  E d ito rs will oblige very much by  giving currency  to^thia 
request.



t e o n  t h e  w h i t e  l i n i n g  p a p e r * n T l e ^ d  p e n c i l ^

“ J o h n  K in g ,

H e n r y  Ixe M o r g a n ,

\ I his book,

4th of the Fourth month in A . D . 1 8 7 5 . ’* *

Underneath this, the drawing of a Rosicrucian jewel: over the arch 
of the jewelled crown, the word Pate; beneath which is her name “ Helen,” 
followed by what looks, after the rubbing of these seventeen years, like 
'99, something smudged out, and then a simple -{-. At the narrowest 

point, where the head of the compasses enters the crown, are the initials 

<2?. c?7 ; beneath that a monogram, blending the capital letters A, T, 

D  and R, the T much larger than the others. At one foot of the compasses 
is m y name, at the other the name of another man, a resident of Phila­

delphia ; and along the segment of the arch connecting the two points 

of the pair of compasses run the words “ W ays of Providence.” I have 

the book on my table as I write, and my description is taken from the 

drawing itself. One striking feature of this example of psvcho-dynamics 
is the fact that no one but myself had touched the book after it was 
purchased : I had had it in my pocket until it was shown to H . P. B., 
from the distance of two or three feet, had myself held it in my bosom, 
removed it a moment later when bidden, and the precipitation of the 

lead-pencil writing and drawing had been done while the book was in­
side my waistcoat. Among Spiritualists this thing is called mediumship, 
it being their loose and unscientific custom to call everything in the way 

of psychical phenomena by that name, and to degrade the world’s great 

teachers and geniuses into passive mediums of disembodied “ spirit 
controls.” But twenty-two years of familiarity with Spiritualists, me­
diums, circles, auras and controls did not give me the smallest proof that 
I had the mediumistie temperament, quite the contrary. Therefore, if my 

temperament was an element in the production of this phenomenon, I 

am warranted in thinking that the controlling force at work upon my 
nerve-system was one higher, stronger and of a different quality than 

that behind the manifestations of the spirit-circle. The other strong 

point in this case is the fact that H . P. B. (John King alias De Morgan 

being a nonentity, as such personality, as subsequently proven) knew the 

art of precipitation and could practise it at will. Now  the writing 
inside the cover of my note-book is very peculiar; the e’s being all 
like the Greek epsilon, and the n’s something like the Greek p i : it 
is a quaint and quite individual handwriting’, not like H . P. B .’s, 

but identical with that in all the written messages I had from first 

to last from “ John King.” H . P. B. having, then, the power of precipi­
tation, must have transferred from her mind to the paper the images of 

words traced in this special style of script; or, if not she, but some other 

expert in this art did it, then that other person must have done it in 

that same wav, i. e have first pictured to himself mentally the images 

of those words and that drawing, and then precipitated, that is, made

O  ' •
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them visible on'flie paber, as though written with a lead pencil. After 
seventeen years*this psychograph remains legible, and some— not all— of 
the characters have the ferine of plumbago : those that have not seem aa 
though the lines had begn sunken into the fabric of the paper. Here­

after, I shair have to rlcord precipitations made in crayon, water 

colors, blue, red and green^p^ncils, ink and gold paint, as well as the 

formation of solid substances, ^but one scientific principle underlies 

them all, viz., the objectivation of images, previously “ visualised,” or 
formed in the mind of the expert, by the employment of cosmic force 
and the diffused matter of space-. The Imagination is the creative 

hidden deity, force and matter its working tools.

Another, and a very pretty example of precipitation, used in con­

junction with manual skill, brings in the name of General F. J. Lippitt, 

a gentleman of excellent position at Washington D. C., and Boston, 
Mass., whom I mentioned above. He had come into friendly relations 

with H . P. B., Mr. Owen, and myself in. the course of the tests of the 
Holmes mediums, and much good-natured banter had passed between 

“ John King” and himself. Without his even asking, “ John King” gave 
him a tangible memento of their intercourse. After the General’s return 

to Boston H . P. B. got a piece of white satin, 18 in. square, and on ii 

— by order of J. K ., as she said— began painting a picture which, when 

finished, gave the General great delight and made a good deal of talk. 

It was done for the most part during my visit to H . P. B., and to some 
of its phenomenally made details I was an eye-witness. A  faded photo­
graph of it, sent later to H . P. B., by General Lippitt, is before me now. 
As an artistic composition it is full of faults ; its charm was in its colors 
and in some drawings in the background. The picture represents a 

bearded man in an oriental white robe and wearing a badly twisted 

fehta, or .turban cloth, on his head ; seated or standing— one can scarcely 
say which— in a sort of balcony, and holding in his hands a book with 
two metal clasps. Seven tall spear-headed rails, done in gold paint, and 

arranged in two sides of a triangle, of which the balustrade forms the 

base, enclose him in ; vines climb up them, a huge wreath of leaves 
frames him, and on the ground below the balustrade is a mass of roses 

and other flowers of such mammoth proportions as to throw the whole 
picture out of drawing. In the background, coming out of a "blue- 
mass of clouds, appear glimpses of landscape, some temples, castles and 

mosques of sorts, one building bearing the Greek words Pur asbeston. The' 
figure of John King is out of proportion to the balcony, the flowers to the 

figure, the perspective to the foreground : but it was a pretty picture as 

my memory recalls it, and I hope General Lippitt will one day send it 
to the Adyar Library, to be put along with other mementoes of H . P.

B .’s wonderful powers, already there. The really beautiful feature 
of the painting was certain nude and diaplionously draped forms of 
elemental spirits, floating in the blue vapors of the background. In the 
number of the Spiritual Scientist of April 29th, 1SS5, General Lippitt de­
scribes them as: “ spirit forms all floating here and there t h r o u g h  the blue-



ether, but all more Of less veiled by a soft haze tjtffpehr^des the atmos­
phere. Among theni are a mother and child ; apt one, in. a long, flowing 
white garment, is lifting up a torch towards one c£tlie porticos bearing the 
inscription” [above given]. On another temple frieze'is the Hebrew 
word ‘‘ Esh,” signifying “ lightning, or the fire of God,” 'as Professor 

Sophocles of Harvard informed Gen. L. In various parts of the picture 
are symbolical signs, Zodiacal, Geometrical, Masonic and others, includ­
ing, of course, the interlaced triangles and the Svastika. It would be 
unnecessary for me to describe these mystical signs in full detail, even 

though I had the picture at hand. It may be well to mention, however, 

that Gen. Lippitt, upon expressing the desire to know their significance, 
was told that, combined together, they had a distinct purport; and 
he was invited to try and read the riddle, if he could. I saw parts of 

the picture done, and in this w a y : H . P. B „  (at a signal, I suppose, re­

ceived by her privately from “ John King” or some other invisible co­
worker,) would cease painting the flower she was at work upon, lay 
down her brush, cover the picture with a cloth, and step baek 

witli me to the other side of the room or go out : presently 

she would return, remove the cloth, and there we would find one of these 
exquisite, sylph-like forms or some other detail of drawing that was 

not there the moment before* These sylphs were not d r a w n  in outline 
as an artist, like Retsch, say, who was a master in this branch of art 

would have sketched them, but they were formed by simply omitting 
Uue background and letting the white satin cloth under the painting 

show through. Does the reader understand? No brush or pencil 
tracing formed the figure’s outlines, it was an objectivated thought, the 
visible projection of a painter’s thought-image : outside the boundary 
lines of the body rolled blue clouds and masses of vapor, inside them

1 in t) tt tnw lX h  "if i°- m em or^ .  1 had  b e tte r  q^oce a  le t te r  of m ine to  Gen.
j p p i t t ,  Inch  h e  p u b lis h e d  m  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  h is  ow n a r tic le ,  h e a d e d  “ A  R e m a rk a b le  

P ic tu r e ,  in  th e  S p ir i tu a l  S c ie n tis t, a n d  w h ich  I  h a v e  com e a c ro ss  since nlm vo

^ c l v 't o y o '! '  U  if| datHd p h ilf.de ll ,h ia- A Pr ;l 20, 1875, an d  ru n s as fo llo w s: “ In  
, P - to  y o u r posta l card , as w ell as to  you r le tte rs  to  M adam e de B., w hich she has 

show n me, I  give you th e  follow ing exp lanation  of th e  w av  in  w hich  th e  John  K inc
am i W WaS f X  y  • Jo ,hn . K in S’s request, JIadam e de B. b o u g h t som e fine sa tin  
an d  a piece of th e  req u ired  size w as tack ed  on a d raw ing-board . D rv  colors, w a te r’
B p M T r d T h e w L f P W tŜ SWOre p r° T| ,i e d a n d  PlacecUn th e  room  devoted  to  th e  
Bpm ts, and  th e  whole le f t th e re  over n igh t, covered w ith  a  c lo th . In  the  m o ra in e  

e w  o e u p p e r  p o r tio n  of th e  p ic tu re  a n d  Jo h n  K in g ;s fa c e  w e re  fo u n d  t r a c e d  in  
f a in t  o u tlin e  ; th e  s p ir i t  f ig u re s  w e re  su rro u n d e d  w ith  a  f a in t  b o d y  o f co lo r w h ic h
c i l ^ W h e n  ™ f e th e m  n o w ’ w ith ° u t  th e  u s u a l sh a rp *  lin e s  of th e  p e n -
oil W h en  M m e. de  B ., s a t  d o w n  a t  th e  ta b le , Jo h n  to ld  h e r  to  beo-in th e  w re a th

c i l f e T th e c e  t ,eV ln ef 7 f ich ..f2 ™  th e  perpend icu lar su p p o rts  of w hat m ay  be 
t lL  i Pa,nel- D lssansfie<i w ith  h e r  work, he bade h e r  pro aw av, a f te r  cover-

and  w hen  he called  h e r  back, she found th a t  he h ad  la id  in th e  outlines 
. Pe rPend>cular foliage and  th e  m arb le  balcony upon w hich  he stands. She th en

w en t to  w ork  upon th e  large  w rea th  below th e  la tte r , and  th e re a f te r  confined her-
d a v  a n d 's o l  t- 1 •1*1 S evei7 tW ng else h im se lf -p ie c e m e a l, som etim es bv
d a y  and  som etim es by  m g h t . . . . . .  The G reek an d  H eb rew  w ords and
th e  cabalistic  signs w ere p u t in  la s t of a ll.” Gen. L. quotes fro m  a le t te r  of H. P  B 

th e  declara tion  th a t  except th e  flowers below and  som e leaves round  th e  
balcony, I  did no t p am t or touch  one inch of the  p ic tu re .” T h is s ta te m e n t m av
e ^ d e n tT v V a ^ m -s , \ °  ^  m ec» a™ a> m an ipu la tion  of t L
W  out t h l  -a r g  “  .^ R e c o m p o s i t io n , if J. K .  w as b u t an  e lem en ta l w ork-
m g  o u t th e  im a g e s  m  h e r  m in d  in to  p ic to r ia l  v is ib ility .

O
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existed tlie graceful "shape of an air-born sylph, the articulations of her 
lovely limbs indicated, in the style of Retsch, by single lines. To my 
somewhat trained artistic eye it was but too evident that the same hand 
which drew and painted the cabbage-sized roses and mammoth rose 
buds at the foot of the balustrade, could not have introduced those 

floating sprites, the artistic embodiments of grace and of true anatomical 
proportion. And  even now, after reading my letter, which gives the 

facts, I cannot understand how the misproportioned human figure, the 

balustrade and wreaths could have been done by thought-precipitation: 

it looks more as if H . P. B .’s hand had drawn them and she had 
forgotten the fact when writing to Gren. Lippitt. Still, it may be the bad 

drawing was in her mind, not in her hand.

The days and evenings of my Philadelphia visit were symposia of 
occult reading, teaching and phenomena. Among H . P. B.’s most plea­
sant and sympathetic friends were Mr. and Mrs. Amer, and Messrs M . 
D. Evans and J. Pusey, in whose presence a variety of phenomena were 
wrought. I remember, among others, that one afternoon she caused a 
photograph on the wall to suddenly disappear from its frame and give 
place to a ske tch portrait of John King while a person present was actually 

looking at it. By degrees my mind was taking in the Eastern theories 

of spirit and spirits, of matter and materialism. Without being asked 
by H . P. B. to give up the spiritualistic hypothesis, I was made to see 
and to feel that, as a true science, Spiritualism could only be said to exist 
in the East, and its only proficients were pupils and teachers of the 

Oriental schools of occultism. With the sincerest desire to be fair to the 

Spiritualists, I must say that up to the present moment no scientific 
theory of mediumistie phenomena that covers the ground and is gene­
rally accepted among them, has been put forward, nor have I seen con­

vincing proof that among Western adherents to the movement there has 
been discovered a system by which spirits may be evoked or physical 

phenomena compelled at will. Not a medium that I have ever met or 

heard of possesses a Mantram or Vidya (scientific method) for those pur­
poses, such as are common and have been known for ages in all eastern 
countries. See, for example, the article “ A n  Evocation by Sorcery,” in 
the Theosophist for May. Thus, for instance, while I and H . P. B .’s 

other friends were made to believe the John King (almost daily) pheno­

mena were done by a disembodied man, once the famed buccaneer, Sir H . 
Morgan, and that she was serving him as medium or, at least, contented 
helper, H . P. B. did things which implied a knowledge of magic. Let 

me give a homely example while at the same time remarking that great 
scientific inductions have been reached by the chance observation 
of equally common-place facts, e.g. the falling of an apple and 
the jumping of the lid of a boiling kettle. One day, bethinking 
me that a sufficiency of towels was but too evidently lacking in 

her house, I bought some and brought them home with me in a par­

cel. W e  cut them apart, and she was for putting them into imme­
diate use without hemming but, as I protested against such bad house­



keeping, she good-naturedly set to plying her needle7‘v*She had hardly 

commenced when she gave an angry kick beneath the work-table at which 
she sat and said u Get out, you fool!” “ What is the matter ?” I asked. 

“ O h ,” she replied, “ it is only a little beast of an elemental that pulled 
m y dress and wants something to do.” “ Capital!” I said, “ here is 

just the thing: make it hem these towels. W h y  should you bother 
about them, and you such an atrocious needlewoman as that very hem 
proves you to be ?” She laughed, and abused me for my uncomplimen­
tary speech, but at first would not gratify the poor little bond-slave 
under the table that was ready to play the kindly leprachaun if given 

the chance. I, however, persuaded her at last: she told me to lock up 
the towels, the needles and thread, in a book-case, with glass doors 
lined with thick green silk, that stood at the farther side of the room. I 

did so and resumed my seat near her, and we fell to talking on the 

inexhaustible and unique theme that occupied our thoughts— occult 

science. After perhaps a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes, I heard 

a little squeaky sound, like a mouse’s pipe, beneath the table, whereupon 
H . P. B. told me that 41 that nuisance” had finished the towels. So I 

unlocked the book-case door, and found the dozen towels were actually 

hemmed, though after a clumsy fashion that would disgrace the young­

est child in an infant-school sewing-class. Hemmed they were, be­
yond the possibility of doubt, and inside a locked book-case which H . P. B. 
never approached while the thing was going on. The time was about

4 P. M. and, of course, broad daylight. W e  were the only persons in 
the room and no third person entered it until all was finished.

Her house in Philadelphia was built on the usual local plan, with a 
front building and a wing at the back which contained the dining-room 

below and sitting or bedrooms above. H . P. B .’s bedroom was the 

front one on the first floor (the second, it is called in America) of the 
main building; at the turn of the staircase was the sitting-room where 

the towels were hemmed, and from its open door one could look 
straight along the passage into H . P. B .’s room if her door 

also stood open. She had been sitting in the former apartment 
conversing with me but left to get something from her bedroom. 

I saw her mount the few steps to her floor, enter her room and 

leave the door open. Time passed but she did not return. I waited 
and waited until, fearing she might have fainted, I called her name. 

There was no reply, so now, being a little anxious and knowing she could 
not be engaged privately since the door had not been closed, I went there, 
called again and looked in : she was not visible, though I even opened the 
closet and looked under the bed. She had vanished, without the chance 

of having walked out in the normal way, for, save the door giving upon 
the landing, there was no other means of exit; the room was a m l de sac. 
I was a cool one about phenomena after my long course of experiences, 

but this puzzled and worried me. I went back to the sitting-room, lit a 
pipe, and tried to puzzle out the mystery. This was in 1875, it must be 

remembered, many years before the Salpetriere schocFs experiments in

Hypnotism had been vulgarised, so it never occurred to me that I was 
the subject of a neat experiment in mental suggestion, and that H . P. B. 

had simply inhibited m y organs of sight from perceiving her presence, 
perhaps within two paces of me in the room. After awhile she calmly 
came out of her room into the passage and returned to the sitting-room 
to me. W h en  I asked where she had been, she laughed and said she had 
had some occult business to attend to and had made herself invisible.
But how, she would not explain. She played me and others the same 
trick at other times, before and after our going to India, but even the 

latest instance was long before the easy hypnotic solution of the problem 

would have occurred to me. As explained in the first chapter of this series, 

the superior neatness of Oriental over Western hypnotic suggestion is that 
in such cases as this, the inhibitory effect upon the subject’s perceptive 
organs results from mental, not spoken, command or suggestion. The 

subject is not put on his guard to resist the illusion, and it is done before 

he has the least suspicion that any experiment is being made at his ex­

pense. Though cases like these come under her category of “ psycholo­

gical tricks,” yet my narrative has already given some, and will contain 

many more accounts of phenomena where there was no illusion 
whatever.

Since I took no measurement at the time, I must concede that the 

following also may have been a case of suggested illusion. H . P. B. was 
wearing her hair at that time in a bushy mop, without comb or pins or 

twists, and in length it might have been about to the lobes of her ears. I 
came home to tiffin one day and, her bedroom door standing open as usual, 
stopped for a minute’s chat, before mounting to my own room on the flight 

above. She was standing near one of the windows and her head, being in 
highlight, I noticed particularly the mass of her hair and its towzled ap­
pearance. I also observed the shine of the daylight upon the glossy, pale 
grey paper with which the ceiling was covered. After a few words to­

gether I ran upstairs but had not been there a minute before I heard her 
calling me to come down. I did so at once, saw her standing in the same 

place, but her hair was now so much longer that it almost touched her <  
shoulders. She said nothing about that, but pointed to the ceiling over 

her head and said “ Here is something that John has drawn for you.” M y 

recollection is now very dim as to what it was but, as I remember it, it 

was a huge sketch of a man’s head, with some writing or symbols near 
it; all done in lead-pencil, at the spot where I had noticed the blank 

surface to be when I passed upstairs. I then took hold of the length­
ened hair and asked her, laughing, where she bought her pomade, as it 

was certainly very efficacious if it could make hair to grow two inches 
within three minutes. She made some merry rejoinder, and said I should 
not meddle with things that were of no consequence ; such freaks of na­
ture sometimes happened to her ; it was not to see that she had called 

me, but only to show me what John King had done on the ceiling 
Considering the time that had elapsed from my leaving to my re-enter- 
ing the room, and the fact that the ceiling was too high for her to reach,



even by standing on a chair or table, my present inference is that the 
drawing was done in one of two ways, viz,, either byf herself at her 

leisure, while I was out, by mounting upon a step-ladder, and inhibiting me 
from seeing the work until she chose; or by the process of instantaneous pre­
cipitation while I was ascending- and descending one short flight of stairs. 
That it was not visible to me when I was first in the room, I can positively 

aver, and if the reader chooses to speculate as to the rationale of the matter, 

he must take my statement as made for what it is worth. W hat makes 
me suspect that the apparent lengthening of H . P. B .’s hair was illusory, 

is the fact that, try as I may, I cannot remember whether it continued 

to seem long or apparently resumed its previous length that day or the 
next. People in India, and others subsequently, in Europe, saw her hair 

twisted up into a knot and confined by a comb, but it was years after we 

met before she would let it grow long enough for that purpose ; I am 

not sure that it was not when we went to visit the Sinnetts at Simla ; so 
I am probably right in suspecting that the apparent sudden lengthening 

was a maya done by way of a joke. But very very strange things 
happened with her hair on several occasions, to be hereafter narrated. 

A nd  strangest of all, was that which happened to my beard one night, 

as we shall see in good time. Speaking of her jokes, it may be 

said that, throughout all our years of intimacy, she wasted enough 
psychic force on useless phenomena to have sufficed to convince the whole 
Royal Society if it had been judiciously employed. I have heard her ring 

astral bells that were drowned in the noise of conversation, make raps 
that nobody heard save myself, and do other phenomena that passed 
unnoticed, but which would have greatly strengthened her credit as a 

thaumaturgist if she had but chosen the favorable moment and given 

the right chances for observation. However, all that is past and gone, 

and my task is to record, as remembered, the psychical experiments which 

satisfied my critical reason as to the reality of the science of Eastern Magic. 

In doing which, shall I not be acting as a true friend to H . P. B., whose 
character has been vilified and whose occult powers denied because she 

fed rogues at her table and warmed traitors in her bosom ? These days 
and events of which I write were in the prQ-Coulombian era, when real 
adepts taught eager pupils and genuine phenomena happened. And  
they were days when I knew my colleague as a human being, before she 

had been half-deified by friends who had known nothii)g of her human 

failings, hence of her humanity. As I shall present her, the now fading 
ideal image of the writer of “ Isis” and the “ S. D .,” will become cloth­

ed in flesh and blood ; a real (masculinized) woman ; living like other 

people, when awake, but going into another world and dealing with 
nobler people, when asleep or in waking clairvoyance ; a personality 

inhabiting an enfeebled female body, “ in which . . a vital cyclonc

is raging much of the time”— to quote the words of a Master. So fitful, 

so capricious, so exacting, so tempestuous, as to call for heroic forbear­

ance and self-control if one would live and work with her in an unselfish 
spirit. These phenomena of hers that I saw. the manifold proofs she

gave of the existence? behind her of teachers whose feet she felt she was 

scarce worthy to dust, and the later epistasis, when the turbulent 
and exasperating woman became a writing and teaching sage and a 

benefactress to the soul-seeker ;— all these, and the books she left behind 
her, combine to prove her exceptional greatness and make her eccen­
tricities forgotten, even by those to whom they caused most mental 
suffering. In showing us the Path, she laid us all under such a weight 

of obligation tliat it is impossible to harbor any feeling save gratitude 
for her.

H . S. O L C O T T .
(To be continued.)

SRI SANKARACHARYA’S MAHAVAKYADARPANAM.
OR

T h e  M ir r o r  of  M ystic  E x p r e s sio n s .

Translated f  rom the original Sanscrit Text by B. P. Narasiinmiah, B .A .,  F .T .S .

( Continued from page 508).

72. He is Vignyanakosa (i.e., of Vigny anasicarnpa), holy, and has 
the Satica quality predominating ; and as burnt iron shines like fire, so 
he, by the propinquity of Chithi (i.e., Chidathma) gaining the power of 

Atma, shines as Atma.
73. This Ahankcira (i.e., Jiva), glowing with Chiddtma, pervades 

tlie body from top to toe thereby this body becomes powerful.

74. As is the recognition of fire in an iron ball, so is that of 

Ahankara in Ahanh'd?'a-r)erv&de& bodies when viewed from the stand­
point of Ahankara.

75. “ I know Ahankara; it is a hindrance to Mukti; and it is 

characterised by Ahawpada” (the word aham) : thus understands 

Atma.
76. Therefore, Atma who is not signified by Ahampada becomes 

the knower; and, to the other knowing Atma. Ahankara becomes the 

known.

77. The knower can never become the known by any amount of 

skilful reasoning. For the same reason what is signified by Ahamsabdci 
must be acknowledged as Atma.

78. The Ahampaddrtha (who or what is signified by aham) is the 

teacher of indivisibility or unity, tlie spectator of the three conditions of 

Sushupthi, &c., the knower of all things, such as aham, &c., the pervader 
of everything like akasa, and eternal.

79. This Chiddtma, like salt-pits or salt-beds where saline 
matter is both inside and outside, is always of one form in and out, 
mere Chaithanya, all-filling, and formless (or changeless), rather indivisi­

ble.
SO. By a misconception and with the propinquity of Ahanlcdra the 

idea of Jiva is conceived in Prathyagdtma who is a pure baing, Chin- 
mdtra. (more chith =  gnyana), and Kntasthhd.



81. As tlie redness of Japakusama (i.e., a red flower) Is seen in the
crystal by the vicinity of the flower to it, the nature of Jiva is cognised 
in Atma by the vicinity of Ahankara to it. ' ■->

82. W hat gives the colour of reality to a false thing is Agnyana 
which is the embodiment of the tamas quality and the mainspring of 
Samsara.

83. Whatever is conceived in respective places through ignorance, 
or, 1)y the vice of Agnyana, is to be regarded as moonshine ; as the con­
ception of serpent, &c., in rope, &c., is false, so also is the conception of 

Jiva in Atma.

84. All that is conceived tis cognised in, or attributed to, the un­

connected, the formless, the actionless and the unaffected— rather 
unconcerned— spectator is always false like a dream.

85. The Samsara seen in a dream as composed of the agent and the 

subject is not seen in the waking condition. So also Atma has no 

Samsara.

86. Therefore, Atma himself being always free from the contact, 

Avidya and its effects become pure, immutable, and actionless.

87. Hence Sruti now and again alleges the identity of Jiva and
Brahma by such expressions as : 44 Thou becomest (art) It (i.e.,
Brahma)

88. Know that the effect resembles or will have the qualities of, 
the cause : for instance, the earthiness is in the pots. Thus all this 
universe is only Brahma.

89. Since the universe is Brahma, and since there is no room for 
the duality of Brahma, the Adwayathwa— the non-duality— is self- 

evident.

90. This is no wonder. The truth of this will be revealed by me. 

Listen attentively. As the sprout from the seed, as the son from the 
father, so is the world from Brahma.

91. W e , the Adwaitees, will never say that this universe is created ; 

but what we say is that it is the swelling out, or manifestation of Brahma, 
— i.e., the result of evolution.

92. As a mirage, though deprived of the attributes of water, viz., 
moisture and fluidity or dripping, yet shines like water; as a rope, 

though devoid of the attributes of serpent, viz., the poison, the possession 
of fangs, &c., yet shines like a serpent; so shines the actionless 
Brahma like the world.

93. Just as the mirage in an unseen place beguiles a person, so 
the basic Brahma, being unseen, the world appears as real.

94. W hen  once the one, holy and basic Brahma is known, this 
whole extensive universe itself becomes Brahma.

95. As the idea, of the ‘ water’ of a mirage becomes marntha (lit. wind), 
as the soil seen becomes mirage itself, as soon as the truth of the mirage

is perceived, so also the world, (i.e., as soon as the world is perceived 

as Brahma, the idea of world vanishes and becomes that of Brahma.)

96— 97. By knowing itsr ‘ prop-like’ Brahma, the world becomes 

Brahma alone ; whether what is assumed in the basic Brahma, except its 
remaining as the base itself, merges away therein, or vanishes away 
therefrom, is . unknown. By  what reason the world has a different 

appearance from the form of its base— Brahma— by that reason does it 
resemble Brahma.. There is no inconsistency here. (One is the result 

of a want of true perception ; the other, the result of true perception.)

98. From this alone Brahma cannot become Jada (i.e., motionless 

or dull), visible, non-eternal, and form possessing.

99. Are the inherent qualities of moisture and fluidity seen in tlie 

self-created water-like appearance m  a mirage ? (No.)

100. If the world consisting of caste, &c., were to1 exist by its very 

form, do not then the Jada, &c., qualities ill-become the world-like 

existence of Brahma ?

101. W hat physical form attaches to mental conception ? (none) ; 

as the water ofthe mirage. W hat is seen in the mirage is not the real 

physical form of water, but our conception of it.

102. By the lallacy of the conceiver s conception, the actionless

Brahma, as a serpent-like rope, shines as the world itself.

103. As na other than the common quality between a rope and a 

serpent, viz., lengthiness, can be seen in the misconceived serpent, so 
also no other quality will be proved by conception than what is already 

possessed by the base of such conception (U., the world only 

represents Brahma.)
104. Just as a serpent does not differ in form from a rope, even so

the world does not in the least differ from Brahma.

105. Just as a wooden elephant does not differ in form from the 

real one, even so the world does not differ in form from Brahma.

106. If investigated by means of logic, Sruthi, Smruthi, &c., all 

this world by reason of its fountain head, is Brahma alone.

107. On  the analogy of a serpent with attributes (and a rope), this 

universe,, for want of a different form from its base— Brahma is worthy 

of itself becoming one with Brahma.
108. Just as a pot, a swollen form of earth, does not differ from 

earth, even so the universe, the swollen form of Brahma, does not differ 

from Brahma.
109. This universe is not different from Brahma. For want of 

real stability in the assumed or misconceived qualities— such as silvery 
whiteness in a mother-o’-pearl, &c., and for several such reasons, the 

identity stands good.
110. Bv saying that all this universe is Brahma, and Bralnn a is all 

this universe, even Sruthis establish the identity of the universe with 

Brahma.



111. All this is chit; all this is Brahma', Brahma Is this all; 
this is world — All these Sruthis signify Brahma. J

112. All this is Vasudeva (Vishnu) ; the whole universe is pervaded 
by Vishnu ; all this is only Brahma ; the whole universe''is Brahma alone.

113. The numberless SmrutJiis which assert that all beings are 

Vishnu shine vividly in establishing the identity of the universe and 
Brahma.

114. To the pure-minded Mahatma the universe appears like Brah­
ma ; and to the impure-minded, earthly man Brahma Himself shines like 
the universe.

115. To the intuitive eye (literally, internal sight) an ornament 
appears like gold (of which it is made) ; but to the material eye (literally, 
external sight) gold appears like an ornament.

116— 17. To the day-blind man, (i.e., one born blind) everywhere 

darkness alone appears; and to the one who has eyes, everywhere there 

is light; similarly, to the ignorant both in and out, only the universe ap­

pears ; but to the pure-minded man who knows Brahma and who looks 

upon everything equally, Brahma alone appears.

118. To the ignorant (i. e., one who is not a lapidary) a precious 

gem is but a stone ; but to the wise (i. e one who is a lapidary) that 
very stone of the ignorant becomes a precious gem. Similarly to one who 
has an unearthly or spiritual sight the universe is only Sat (Brahma) ; 
and to one who has an earthly or non-spiritual sight even Sat (Brahma) 
becomes only the universe.

119. While the base (Brahma) characterised by the qualities of

Sat, Chit, and Ananda is being known, the whole universe consisting of 
the enjoyer and the enjoyed becomes only Brahma.

120. The five elements are Brahma; the three worlds (i.e., the above,

the below, and the middle) are Brahma ; I am Brahma ; thou art Brahna ; 

and there is nothing whatever apart from Brahma.

121. It is by our conception that Brahma who is one Chidvyoma 
(i. e., Chiddkdsa or Gnydndkdsa), has neither end, beginning nor middle 

and is self-born,— that such Brahma appears to have a form, and as a male 

being ; but really he has no existence like the offspring of a childless- 
mother.

122. The whole of this universe is pervaded by me. All things

(literally, beings) exist in me ; but I do not exist in them. (Bhagavad
Gita IX . 4).

123. The beings do not exist in me. Behold the grandeur of my 
Yoga. Thus Hari (i.e., Sri Krishna) (points out) his pervading the 
whole universe and his being a prop to the same.

(To be continued.)

FIRST CELEBRATION OF “ WHITE LOTUS BAY
Although hastily arranged, the first annual commemoration at Head­

quarters of the anniversary of H . P. B.’s death was very successfully carried 
out. The following account of the incidents of the day is copied from the 
Madras Mail of 9th May :—

“ White Lotus Day” was celebrated yesterday at the headquarters of 
the Theosophical Society, Adyar, with much ceremony. It will be remem­
bered that Colonel Olcott had arranged to carry out the wishes of Madame 
Blavatsky that the anniversary of her death should be annually observed 
by the reading of passages from the “ Bhagavad Gita” and the “ Light of 
Asia,” at a meeting of friends at the Theosophicnl Society’s headquarters, 
Adyar, and an executive order was issued by him only a few days ago 
arranging for a small gathering. Accordingly the celebration yesterday 
included the delivery of addresses, the decoration of the Convention H all 
with lotus flowers, readings from the two works mentioned, the distribu­
tion of food to the poor and of copies of the text of the “ Gita” 
among Sanskrit pupils, the recitation of Sanskrit slohis, or verses, 
etc. To this, as a testimony of affection of the Parsees of Bombay, was 
added a recitation of passages in the Zend tongue from the Avesta Scrip­
tures of that ancient people, by Mobed Rustomji K . Modi, a priest who came 
all the way from Bombay for that purposed

Comparatively few residents in Madras have any idea of the beauty 
of the old estate formerly called Hudleston’s Gardens, as it has been deve­
loped by Colonel Olcott since its purchase by the Theosophical Society in 
1882. It is one of the prettiest places in Ma,dras with its shady groves, 
its river boundary, its fine ocean view. The spacious mansion, two adja­
cent bungalows, three Brahmin cottages, and the out-buildings are coloured 
terra-cotta and the contrast of that tint with the deep greens of the 
surrounding groves is very pleasant to the eye. The Convention Hall, 
where the proceedings were held, is a well-ventilated apartment, 100 feet long, 
tinted cream colour, and its walls are thickly hung with metallic shields in­
scribed with the names of Branches of the Theosophical Society in all parts of 
the world. At the east end there is a covered passage leading to the 
Library, a beautiful marble-paved room, containing an unique collection of 
Buddhist and Hindu M SS .

This hall presented a bright appearance yesterday morninsr, the tall 
pillars being enwrapped with palm-leaves and decked out with lilies white 
and red, and many kinds of Indian sweet-smelling flowers. Mme. Blavatskv's 
huge leather-covered arm-chair was placed just in front of the platform, 
ornamented with white lotus flowers, and to recall her to memory more vividly 
Colonel Olcott had placed in the chair her life-sized portrait by Messrs. 
Nicholas and Co. As Colonel Olcott’s executive order recommending that 
the 8th May should be observed annually in memory of “ H. P. B V ’°dear.h 
was only issued late in April, the attendance was rather small, though there 
were a hundred present, among whom were Dewan Bahadur P. Sreenevasa 
Row, Dr. Miss H . Bourehier, Mr. K. P. Yisvanada Iyer, Mr. Yenkatalin^am 
Chetty, Mr. Kuppusawmy Iyer, Mr. C. Subramana Iyer, b . a . ,  Mr. Mobed 
Rustomji K. Modi (Bombay), Mr. D. Yenkataramier, b .  a . ,  Mr. Chintamany 
Row, b .  a . ,  Mr. K . Yeerasawmy Iyer (Tiruvellore), Mr. T. Sadasiva Iyer 
(Coimbatore), Mr. G. Subbiah Cliettiar, Mr. C. Y . Swaminatha Iyer, b . a .  
(Kumbakonam), Mr. S. Ramasawmy Chettiar (Guntoor), Mr. Yagappa and* 
such of the headquarter’s staff as were at home.

The President took the chair at noon and opened the proceedings by 
explaining in a few words the object of the meeting, after which he request­
ed some of the Brahmins present to recite some selected passages from the 
Sanscrit text of the “ Bhagavad Gita.” The President then read the English 
version of this Sanscrit recitation from one of the volumes of “ The Sacred 
Books of the East” and called the Parsee Mobed Rustomji to the platform. 
That gentleman explained that he had been deputed by the Bombay Branch 
of the Society to attend as their representative to express their affectionate 
reverence for the memory of Madame Blavatsky and their determination to 
carry on the work, with all possible vigour, which she laid out for the



Society. He then read from the Zend Avesta some verses invoking the 
blessing of the Fravarshis, an ancient Zend word which has the same 
significance as the English expressions "Higher Ego,’r or spiritual self of 
man. It is the belief of the Parsees that these great personages who have 
passed through the limited circle of human existence still take an interest 
m the progress of mankind, and that their benign influence can be drawn 
to those who are pure in heart and have spiritual aspirations. It was re­
marked that the sound and rhythm of the Zendic language closely resem- 

tvx j ° Se ° L ^ e Sanscrit. The Parsee gentleman observed that inasmuch 
as Madame Blavatsky had unselfishly worked for tlie good of humanity 
leaving behind her a great body of noble teachings, she might fairly be 
classed among the Fravcirshisy and that he had ac cordingly included her 
name and also that of Colonel Olcott under the category.

Mr. S. E. Gopala Charlu, the Recording Secretary of the Society and 
the adopted son of the late Pundit N . Bashya Chariar, then read a paper 
on the mystical significance of the white lotus. The paper was of an highly 
interesting and instructive character, and its reading was greeted with much 
applause. The white lotus, he said, was a flower full of mystical significance 
and to the nations of Egypt, India and Greece denoted the symbol of cosmic 
evolution, and the supremacy of spirit over matter. It was significant of 
the effect of Madame Blavatsky’s teaching which had the tendency to 
vindicate the supremacy of the spiritual over the physical man.

Colonel Olcott then said that among the books which had done more 
than any others to wm the respect of Western nations for Eastern philoso­
phy, the two which Madame Blavatsky had designated in her will for that 
‘‘ 'du'3 rea(̂ *n£s stood pre-eminent. They had heard extracts from the 

Bhagavad Gita, and he would select those splendid passages of “ Light 
ot Asia which described the joyous thrill that ran through Nature on the 
morning after Prince Siddhartha gained supreme wisdom, or cfnyanctm, and 
became Buddha. He had the good fortune to possess Sir Edwin Arnold’s 
manuscript draft of those passages, which had been presented to him by the 
author in London several years ago. Each document, as they would see” was 
attested by Sir Edwins certificate of its presentation to himself (the 
speaker). Colonel Olcott then read several passages, and his rendering of 
the concluding verse roused the enthusiasm of the meeting. The reader 
said that he doubted if in the whole range of literature there was a 
passage which so clearly and so beautifully expressed the idea common to 
both Hindu and Buddhist religions, that the miseries of life consequent 
upon the misery of re-birth in the physical body, are the result of ignorance, 
and that the only method of escape from this" * vicious circle” is by the 
attainment of knowledge.

 ̂ The President then called upon any friends of Madame Blavatsky who 
wished to make some remarks to come forward. The invitiation was accept­
ed by Mr. C. Ivottyah, Retired Deputv-Inspector of Schools, and Mr. C. 
Sreenevasa Iyengar, of the Teachers’ College, Saidapet, both of whom de­
livered appropriate addresses.

Colonel Olcott next delivered an address upon the life and work of the 
late Madame Blavatsky. They were met there not for the purpose of 
indulging in indiscriminate praise of Madame Blavatsky, for the true 
Theosophist knew that blind hero-worship and personal idolatry were 
the greatest of all obstacles in the way of spiritual advancement, which could 
only be attained by a reliance upon one’s own self and an appeal to the 
saviour within man, that is, his Higher Self. No honest Theosophist would 
attempt for one moment to say that H . P. B. had been free from faults. It 
was not in the nature of humanity to attain to that degree so long as the hu­
man entity was still reincarnating itself in birth after birth upon the physical 
plane. The Scriptures of all nations showed that the spiritual guides and 
exemplars of our race had two aspects, the human and the divine. As hu­
man beings they had exhibited many different phases of human weaknesses. 
It was only when the human side of their character was in subjection that 
the diviner nature, or the life of the higher self, irradiated the personality 
and lifted the individual up as a true ideal. H . P. B. had her many faults.— 
faults of temper, faults of judgment, etc.— but when she died it appeared as 
though all her colleagues had wiped out the memory of her shortcomings,

and looked only at her great virtues, among which were chiefly to be noted 
her loyalty to truth as she saw it, loyalty to the idea of humau brotherhood, 
loyalty to the Theosophical Society and implicit obedience to her Teachers] 
whom they called “ The Masters.” By common consent they seemed to 
have determined to

“  B e  to  h e r  v ir tu e s  v e ry  k in d  
B e  to  h e r  f a u l ts  a  l i t t l e  b lin d .”

There was a story in the Mahabharata about a father named Yayati and 
his son. The father was anxious to enjoy for a certain purpose the strength 
ot youth again, and the son, in a spirit of self-sacrifice, voluntarily trans­
ferred his youthful vigour to the parent. Now, the history of H. P. B, 
recalled that in a certain sense; for living, she had given her life to the* 
Society, and in dying, infused into the whole Theosophical movement her 
own spirit of fiery enthusiasm and that had now become its soul. As 
Mr. Sreenevasa Iyengar had said, it was generally expected when Madame 
Blavatsky died that the Theosophical Society must cease to exist; but the 
public had within the last 12 months discovered that the Society was s t r o n g ­
er than ever before, and now he (the speaker) had shown them the secret of 
that marvellous rejuvenescence (Applause). The Bible told them that Jesus 
was “ a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief,” and that expression 
was most appropriate in the case of their deceased colleague. Her life was a 
tragedy filled with the griefs of unjust treatment, of unexpected treacheries 
and oi wicked misrepresentations. Of a highly sensitive organism, she felt 
acutely the attacks of the Press, and it mattered not whether the injury came 
from the most powerful or the most contemptible of public writers. Her 
strongly combative nature forced her into continual warfare, and made her, as 
it were, belabour with her club now one and now the other, person or class. 
^Iie had ot course every reason to count upon getting as good as she gave; 
but when her blows were returned with interest she seemed surprised that 
she should receive such treatment. No one, not even an enemy, could say 
that she had given herself up to Theosophy with a view of bettering her 
condition, tor she had deserted a high social station and all its attending 
comforts and luxuries, to work, without hope of reward, for the public

L- , , 011 ljy a craving for occult knowledge the ultimate use
ot which she seemed not to have foreseen until she took up Theosophy 
she wandered over the earth in strange places, amid dangers, seeking 
out peopie who possessed occult powers or could impart occult informa­
tion, ami when she found what was going vo prove her lifework, she 
gave herself up to it with a zeal and unselfish abnegation that had never 
been surpassed, to tbe speaker's knowledge. The speaker continued and 
closed with a touching peroration. He said that that might be the last

3 , °UM  S 7er i ? hv? r *s Active President of the Theosophical 
j-ociety (cries of ISo* 110 ). It did not rest with him, but with those unseen 
but living sages at whose feet he sat in the humble capacity of a pupil. He 
had lesigned office because of the state of his health and for the fulfilment

5 desire for retirement and study; but if his Teachers
" " ° l!ld °rd®r h*m to cancel his resignation to continue in office to the end 
ot his life he should do it at once. He considered that he had almost finished 
his work and that younger men should replace him. Neither be nor any of 
them were indispensable for the movement; as their places were vacated they 
would be occupied by others. The cause of Theosophy was the cause of human 
pi ogress and omightenment, and under the eternal law of evolution workers 
w< uid never be laekmg for the doing of the world’s work. He wished them 

note the prophecy that within the next twelve months an impetus would 
be given to the Iheosoplncal movement, such as it had not had since the 
of rhTsnpipft .',ISR “ vei!ed” ln 3 877, and since the arrival of the founders
Oil.-! L ,?  ^  n°mbay m thJ  beP ™ S  of 1879. In conclusion, Colonel 
closed 1S C° ea° ues an a®ectionate farewell, and declared the meeting

The proceedings concluded at 3 p. u.



Tlie Brahmin friends present selected for the day’s reading the 
Twelfth Chapter of “ Bhagavad Gita,” wrhich runs as follows :—

Arjuna spoke.
“ Of those who, ever devoutly worshipping, do thee service, and those 

who serve the Imperishable and the Unmanifested, which of these classes is 
best acquainted with Yoga?

The Holy One spoke.
They who liave stayed tlieir hearts on Me, and do Me service with a 

constant devotion, being endowed with perfect faith, these I deem to be the 
most devout (uttamas).

“ But they who serve the Imperishable, Unseen, Unmanifested One, All- 
pervading and Incomprehensible, who dwelleth on high, the Immutable 
and Eternal; who, subduing all the senses, are equal-minded to all around 
and rejoice in the good of all, these attain to Me.

“ The trouble of those whose minds are fixed on the Unmanifested is the 
greater, because the unseen path is hard to be gained by those who are em­
bodied ; but they who renounce all works in Me, whose chief object I am, 
who meditating on Me, serve with an exclusive devotion :

“ These I raise from the ocean of this mortal world without delay, 0  Son 
of Pritha ! their minds being stayed 011 Me.

Fix thy heart (manas) on Me alone; let thy mind (buddhi) be stayed on 
Me, then hereafter thou shalt dwell in Me on high : of that there is no doubt. 
But if thou art not able to fix thy thoughts constantly 011 M e ; then by fre­
quent devotion seek to grain Me, O Subduer of wealth !

If thou art not equal to frequency (of devotion), be thou intent on 
doing works for Me ; if thou doest works for Me alone, thou shalt attain to 
the perfect state. If this also thou art not able to do, then, having found 
refuge with Me in devotion, renounce thus the fruit of works with soul sub­
dued.

“ For knowledge is better than diligence, meditation is better than know­
ledge, und renouncing the fruit of works than meditation; to renunciation 
peace is very nigh. He who hates no single being, is friendly and compas­
sionate, free from self-regard and vanity, same in good and evil, patient,

Contented, ever devout, subdued in soul, firm in purpose, fixed on Me 
in heart and mind, and who worships me. is dear to Me.

He whom the world troubles not, and who troubles not the world, who 
is free from the motives of Joy, Wrath, and Fear, is dear to Me.

“ The man who is guileless, pure, upright, unconcerned, free from dis­
tress of mind, who renounces every enterprise and who worships Me, is 
dear to Me.

“ He who has neither delight nor aversion, who neither mourns nor de­
sires, who renounces good and evil fortune, and worships Me, is dear unto 
Me.

“ He who is the same to friend and foe, and also in honor and dishonor, 
who is the same in cold and heat, pleasure and pain, who is wholly free from 
attachment.

“ To whom praise and blame are equal, who is silent, content with for­
tune, home-renouncing, steadfast in mind, and worships Me, that man is 
dear to Me.”

“ But they who sit at (the banquet of) that sacred nectar which has been 
described before, endowed with faith, making Me their highest aim and 
worshipping (Me), these are the most dear to Me.

The passages were chaunted in Sanskrit with careful observance 
of the Swara, or rhythmic swing, which is heard in g*reatest perfection 
in Southern India, nine or ten Brahmin gentlemen taking part in the 
recitation.

The part of the “ Light of Asia,” read by Colonel Olcott from Sir 
Edwin Arnold’s own manuscript, were those beautiful lines beginning on 
Page 183 (First London Ed.) and closing with the end of Book the Sixth. 

For the convenience of Branches which may like to read them cn the

next White Lotus Day, and who have not a copy of the book to refer to, 
they are subjoined. Nothing more charming will ever be printed in 
the Theosophist'.—

“ Lo I the Dawn 
Sprang with Buddh’s Victory ! lo! in the East 
Flamed the first fires of beauteous day, poured forth 
Through fleeting folds of Night’s black drapery.
High in the widening blue the herald star 
Faded to paler silver as there shot 
Brighter and brightest bars of rosy gleam 
Across the grey. Far off the shadowy hills 
Saw the great Sun, before the world was ’ware,
And donned their crowns of crimson; flower by flower 
Felt the warm breath of Morn and ’gan unfold 
Their tender lids. Over the spangled grass 
Swept the swift footsteps of the lovely Light,
Turning the tears of Night to joyous gems,
Decking the earth with radiance, broidering 
The sinking storm-clouds with a golden fringe.
Gilding the feathers of the palms, which waved 
Glad salutation ; darting beams of gold 
Into the glades ; touching with magic w’and 
The stream to rippled ruby; in the brake 
Finding the mild eyes of the antelopes 
And saying “ It is day in nested sleep 
Touching the small heads under many a wing 
And whispering, “ Children, praise the light of day.”
Whereat there piped anthems of all the birds,
The Koil’s fluted song, the Bulbul's hymn,
The “ morning, morning’ of the painted thrush,
The twitter of rhe sun birds starting forth 
To find the honey ere the bees be out,
The grey crow’s caw, th« parrot’s scream, the strokes 
Of the green hammersmith, the myna’s chirp,
The never-finished love-talk of the"doves:
Yea ! and so holy was the influence
Of that high Dawn which came with victory,
That, far and near, in homes of men there spread 
An  unknown peace. The slayer hid his knife;
The robber laid his plunder back; the shroff 
Counted full tale of cowries; all evil hearts 
Grew gentle, kind hearts gentler, as the balm 
Of that divinest. Daybreak lightened Earth,
Kings at fierce war called truce; the sick men leaped 
Laughing from beds of pain; the dying smiled.
As though they knew that happy Morn was sprung 
From fountains farther than th’ uttermost East;
And over the heart of sad Yasodhara*
Sitting forlorn at Prince Siddartha’s bed,
Came sudden bliss, as if love should not fail 
Nor such vast sorrow miss to end in joy.
So glad the world was—though it wist not why—
That over desolate wastes went swooning songs 
Of mirth, the voice of bodiless Prets and Bhuts 
Foreseeing Buddh ; and Devas in the air 
Cried “ JIt is finished, finished !” and the priests 
Stood with the wondering people in the streets 
Watching those golden splendours flood the sky 
And saying “ There hath happed some mighty thing/’
Also in Ean and Jungle grew that day 
Friendship amongst the creatures ; spotted deer 
Browsed fearless where the tigress fed her cubs.
And cheetahs lapped the poof beside the bucksI



Under the eagle’s rock the brown hares scoured, 
While his fierce beak but preened an idle wing;
The snake sunned all his jewels in the beam 
With deadly fangs in sheath; the shrike let pass 
The nestling-finch ; the emerald halcyons 
Sate dreaming while the fishes played beneath,
Nor hawked the merops, though the butterflies— 
Crimson and blue and amber—flitted thick 
Around his perch; the Spirit of our Lord 
Lay potent upon man and bird and beast,
Even while he mused under that Bodhi-tree, 
Glorified with the Conquest gained for all 
And lightened by a Light greater than Day’s.
Then he rose— radiant, rejoicing, strong—
Beneath the Tree, and lifting high his voice 
Spake this, in hearing of all Times and Worlds 
Anekajatisangsarang 
iSanhawissang anibhisang 

&c., &c., &c.

M any A  House or Life

H ath  H e ld  M e — Seeking Ever Him W h o  W rought 

These Prisons of The Senses, Sorrow Fraught ; 

Sore W a s  M y  Ceaseless Strife !
B ut  N o w ,

T h ou  B u il d e r  of T his T a b e r n a c l e— T h o u  !

I K n o w  T h e e  ! N eve r  S h a lt  T h o u  B uild  A g a in  
T hese  W alls  of P a in ,

N or  R aise T h e  R oof-Tr ee  of D eceits , N o r  L ay 
F resh  R afters on  T h e  C l a y ;

B r o k e n  T h y  H ouse  I s, A n d  T h e  R id g e-Pole  S plit ! 
D elusion  F a s h io n e d  It !

S a fe  P ass I T h e n c e — D e liv e r a n c e  T o O b t a in .”

THE MYSTERY CARDS.
(C o n c lu d e d  f r o m  p a g e  492).

II. S o m e  h i n t s  a s  t o  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  u s i n g  th e m .

I N  my previous paper I endeavoured to give a general sketch of the his­
tory and origin of the Tarot. Necessarily fragmentary though 

that outline was, it will, I hope, have served to show my readers that the 
Mystery-cards have indeed an ancient lineage and are not merely the 
offspring of modern pseudo-occultism.

There are extant at the present time several different forms of the 
Tarot cards, all of which, however, as previously hinted, contain 
sufficient common resemblance to enable us to form the conclusion that 

they have but one ancestor. For instance, I have before me, as I write, 

two packs of Tarot cards, one is called the “ Egyptian Tarot,” the other 

the “ Bohemian Tarot.” These two packs though in many points dis­

similar are in reality the same.

To attempt any explanation of the symbolism of the Tarot cards 

would be outside the scope of the present article and it would moreover 

require the services of a learned Kabbalist; I must refer my readers to 
Eliphas Levi and other well-known writers. M y  remarks will, therefore, 
be confined for the present to a short general description of the Tarot

taking the Bohemian form for the purpose. As previously stated the Tarot 
consists of seventy-eight cards, twenty-two of which are the “ Key” 
cards, or arcanes majeurs, as the French call them. These are the most 
important cards in the pack, for they form, as it were, the ground-work 
upon which the interpretation of the main body of the cards is based.

The following are the Key cards in the Bohemian Tarot :

1. The Juggler. 12. The Suspended Man.

2. The Female Pope. 13. Death.

3. The Conqueress. 14. Temperance.

4. The Emperor. 15. The Devil.

5. The Pope. 16. The Hospital.

6. The Lover. 17. The Stars.

7. The Chariot. 18. The Moon.

8. Justice. 19. The Sun.

9. The Ascetic. 20. Judgment.

10. The Wheel of Fortune. 21. The Fool.

11. Force. 22. The World.

At first sight, the above list of the key cards of the Tarot appears a 

somewhat incongruous collection of symbols, but the incongruity is not any 

more marked in this case than in most groups of symbolical figures at first 
sight. Take the seventh card in the above list, for instance,— “ The 
Chariot”or “ The Chariot of Hermes”—  to give it its full name. A  study 

of it will show us something of the beautiful symbology embodied in it. 

This is what Eliphas Levi says in explaining its symbolism : “ The
hieroglyph consists of a cubical chariot with four pillars covered 
with an azure and star-spangled drapery. In the chariot, between the 

four columns, is a victor crowned with a diadem over which three 

golden pentagrams shine suspended. The victor has on his breastplate 

three squares (equerres) ; on his shoulders are the Ur ivi and Thummim 
of the high-priestship, represented by the two crescents of the moon in 

Gedulah and Geburah ; he holds in his hand a sceptre surmounted by 

a globe, a square and a triangle ; his bearing is haughty and composed. 

To the chariot is yoked a double sphinx, or two sphinxes, who are fasten­
ed by the abdomen ; they draw one on one side, the other on the other ; 

but one of the two turns the head, and they both look the same 

way. The sphinx who has his head turned is black, the other white. 
On  the front of the chariot is the Indian ling am surmounted by the “ wing­

ed globe” of the Egyptians. This hieroglyph . . . .  given is, per­

haps, the most beautiful and the most complete of all those which 

compose the key of the Tarot.”#

The remaining key cards of the Tarot are as equally symbolical as 
the one already described, and it will be seen that each card forms, as it 

were, a magnetic centre or focus of certain qualities or, we might say, 
— forces. Each of the key cards, as indeed every card in the Tarot,

* ** R itu e l de  la  H a u t j  Ma^ii*,” vol. I I ? p. 349.



has, therefore, an individual significance based upon its symbolical 

“ f  The “ Charl0t” represents, Triumph, Royalty, &c. The
heel of Fortune,” which is also known as “ Ezekiel’s Wheel,” is 

symbolical of Destiny, and so on. So much for the key cards ; and now  
a few words as to the remainder of the pack.

_ The main portion of the cards the “ Lesser Oracles”  (arcane, 
mtneurs), 56 in number, are divided into 4 suits corresponding 
almost exactly to the ordinary playing cards of the day. In the 

Tarot the four suits are “ Clubs,” “ Cups,” “ Swords,” and “ Coins”

* corresponding to the “ Clubs,” “ Hearts,” “ Spades” and 
lamon s o an ordinary pack of playing card.s. There are, 

however, four instead of three “ Court” cards in the Tarot. the “ Knave” 

being represented by two cards a “ Knight” (iCavalier) and a “ V alet'’ As 
to the general significance of the four suits : “ Clubs” have reference to

/bfJuih V SeS 1 ̂ eney a n y t h i n g  m  fact which involves the creative 
(head) faculty; “ Cups” relate to the emotions, the heart, love, &c.

Swords signify change, hostility, <tc„ while “ Deniers” relate to 

ma era o commerce, business, money, and the general developement of 
affairs Each card of a suit has its own value, falling under the general

latfull "I, ^  adf i0n’ each « ■ *  on interpretation, has to be

i l f e t n e r r f T n  “  t  T  t0 ° ne™ eof the ^ey cards and also with 
eference to its fellows. I should state that I have given above, as far

as I have gone, the more common interpretation assigned to the four
suits but one would be wrong, I think, in assuming that the cards can

tinn MCar  f +1° !  meaning °f ° Ue P^tieular quality of interpreta­
tion. Most of the extant works on the Tarot are content to limit the 
intei pretation of the cards to the ordinary affairs of life, money-cet- 

tmg, ove • marriage, &c„ Ac.. and it is, in a great measure, owing to this 

singular lack of true occult perception that the Tarot cards have gained

W h  f r  /  v. bemg a branch of common Fortune-tell- 
g. W hat has to be remembered as a general rule in studying 

occultism is equally applicable even to a small side-track like carto! 

maneJ - to g e t  the highest meaning possible ont of everything, and those who 
are unwilling to believe that there can be higher meanings in these Tarot 

cards and who deny that a more spiritual interpretation is possible, are 
surely guilty 0f neglecting a primary law of occult science. The 

writer of a short article in one of the pamphlets of the Theosophical 
Publication Society states wisely: “ There are three ways of placing

the Taro cards which may be considered as the Body, Soul and Spirit of 
the Taro. The first manner relates to the lower plane, and has refer­
ence to questions concerning every-day life, domestic matters, & c  

The second manner has relation to Science, Philosophy, Religion, &c 
For the third manner of placing the Taro, the t wenty-two keys only are 

to be used when the knowledge sought for is assignable to the Divine

* D e n ie rs  is from  th e  L atin  d e n a r iu s .

Wisdom, and the revelation and unfolding of the inner light, the sacred 
knowledge of the occult.” *

There are many different methods followed in the laying out 
of the Tarot cards and it is consequently difficult to decide upon any 
one which is superior to any other. It should always be remembered that 

the intuition of the student is by far the most important factor in 
card divination, the manner of arrangement of the cards being secondaiy. 
Students would, I think, do better to choose some definite method which 
meets with their approval, and adhere to it. This need not be a method 
prescribed by any book, for I have known cases of persons who have fol­
lowed a method of their own, and successfully. I am inclined to a great 

extent to agree with De  Vere who says, “ One of the most prolific sources 
of error in Divination has beon the variety of means employed for the 

purpose of causing the preparatory state of trance. It is well-known in 
our day that the mind may be most strangely affected by innumerable 
agencies which are apparently purely mechanical and often utterly 

absurd. Such are an intent gazing at highly-polished surfaces of 
metal, or into the bright inside of a gold cup, at the shining sides of 

a crystal, or the varying hues of a glass globe ; now vessels filled with 
pure water, and now ink poured into the hand of a child answer the 

same purpose. Fortune-telling from the lines of the hand or the chance 
combinations of playing cards are, in this respect, on a par with the 

prophecies of astrologers drawn from the constellations in the heavens...

..... Their sole purpose is uniformly to withdraw the Seer’s attention
from all outward objects, and to make him, by steadily gazing at one 

and the same object, concentrate his thoughts and feelings exclusively 
upon his own self.”f Though M . de Vere, perhaps, pushes his con­

clusions a little too far, every Occultist will admit the general truth of

his remarks, which practically amount to what has already been said__
that the Tarot cards are chiefly aids to intuition. Though a person may 

follow out the most elaborate and complicated methods of laying the cards 
and working out their combinations, unless he has the intuitive faculty 
developed in him to a greater or less extent, his efforts will meet with 

little or no success. Therefore, I believe, that by reiterating this simple 
statement, that Intuition is the key to the successful working of the 

Tarot, I am putting more students in the way of making the cards of use 
than if I enunciated an elaborate course of procedure and a list of rules 
for interpretation.

A  few farther hints useful for Tarot practitioners may he 
given. Assuming that the student recognises the necessity of re- 
garding the Tarot as capable of at least three different qualities of 
interpretation, it will be better for him to keep three separate 

pacKs of cards to be used according as he wishes to obtain infor­

mation on a purely mundane, an intellectual, or an entirely spiri­

* T h e o s o p h ic a l S i f t i n g s , vol. I, a rt., “ T he T aro .”
t  “ Modern M agic,” p. 273.



tual matter. These three packs of cards should be kepi entire­
ly apart. The importance of always keeping the cards free from 
foreign magnetism cannot be over-estimated, and no hand but that of the 
operator should ever be allowed to touch them, otherwise the magnetic 
rapport existing between him and them is liable to be destroyed. The 

operator should also find out which part of the day is the most suitable 
for the carrying out of successful experiments ; with some it will be the 
evening, with others, perhaps, the early morning. Operations should 

never be conducted unless the student feels in the right mood, otherwise 

discouraging failures will probably result. In consulting the Tarot, the 
operator should have his mind entirely free from prejudices against 
persons or preconceptions of events, for with such in his mind a sound 

judgment is impossible ; for this reason it is extremely difficult to con­
sult the Tarot successfully on questions concerning one’s self or one’s 

own affairs. Indeed the less the Tarot is employed for selfish purposes 

the better, and some practitioners, feeling this, are very loth to use the 
cards for the purposes of obtaining information about themselves.

It would be invidious, perhaps, to prefer any particular kind of 

Tarot cards, and impossible to recommend any one method of procedure 
before any other. The first is purely a matter of choice, and the second 
one of individual expediency. There are, as above stated, numerous 
methods of laying out the cards given in the different books that have 

been written, applying both to the Tarot cards and also to divination by 
ordinary playing-cards. There is the French method including that 
employed by Etteilla, of whom mention was made in my last paper ; 

there are the Italian method and many others, and likewise methods 

for laying the cards according to certain numbers, by sevens or fives, as 

the case may be. All of these are given in the different works on the 
subject.

Some very interesting experiments with the Tarot cards were 

recently carried out by the residents at the Adyar Head-quarters, of which 
I promised in my previous paper to give an account. In most of these 
cases the cards were previously magnetised by a certain powerful talis­
man in the possession of one of the party, and it is doubtless owing to 
this fact that the results obtained were so striking. A  certain member 

of the Head-quarters Staff had received, by occult means, information 

concerning a most important event in the future for the Theosophical 
Society,— this person may be conveniently referred to as A. A  had given 

out to B. and others a little of his information, but kept back some of the 

most important details. H e  then asked B, who had been recently giving 
some attention to the study of the Tarot to consult the cards for him with 
a view of seeing whether anything interesting could be obtained. From 
the positions in which they fell was derived, not only a corroboration of 
A  s occult message, but also to his surprise the details which he had 
suppressed, for fear that it might be indiscreet to impart them. But 

going even beyond what he had had in his mind, the Tarot cards gave

information of facts not then known to those present, but which was 
corroborated on the morrow by a telegraphic despatch. The cards were 
dealt again and again but always with the same result, the same iden­
tical cards repeatedly coming up, entirely contrary to the laws of chance, 
as given by the late Mr. Proctor and other Scientists.* The assembled 
party were astonished beyond measure and not the least astounded was 
A  himself. The information obtained has now been corroborated from 

other quarters, but until the expected event actually happens it is, of 

course, impossible to speak more definitely.
On the 14th of May, a fresh deal of the Tarot cards unmistakeably 

corroborated the prophecies they had made on the 10th of February. It 
would be premature for me to enter into further particulars, but I may 

at least intimate that the Tarot cards foreshadowed an event of great 
importance to the Society in the seventh month of the present year.

I give an account of another sitting with the cards for what it is 

worth. A  Lady, a well-known resident of Madras, was dining with us 
at Adyar the other evening and after dinner, as we were sitting in the 
verandah of the river bungalow, the conversation turned to the Tarot. 

At the request of the visitor, B  was induced to try the Tarot cards 

with a view to telling her something about herself. I cannot remem­

ber definitely all that B  read; some events in the past life of tbe consul- 
tante, were, I remember, correctly given, and he then went on to speak of 
the future. In particular he told her to be very careful in money matters 

for she would very shortly lose money through her own carelessness. 
The visitor demurred to this and, laughingly said that she did not plead 
guilty to the impeachment of being careless of her money. Another of 

the party, however, who knew the lady intimately, testified to the truth 

of B ’s statements about money matters. That very evening a few hours 

after the Tarot experiment the visitor was actually robbed at her house 

in Madras of a large sum— several hundred rupees— which she had placed 
carelessly in an insecure place !

The above may possibly have been a mere coincidence, but, taking into 
consideration the fact that B  was able to tell correctly certain events 
in the past life of the enquirer, the prognostication concerning pro­

bable losses of money is at all events worthy of note.

I am so much of a tyro in these matters that I dare not venture an 
authoritative explanation of the phenomena of these Tarot cards. Whether 
there is anything in the images they bear which acts upon the denizens 

of the elemental world, like the Sriyantara, or cabbalistic figure, 

which the Hindus place beneath the fixed idols in their shrines, the effi­

cacy of which is believed to last so long as the copper plates are undis­
turbed ; or whether the personality of an enquirer or dealer of the cards 
is a factor for producing occult results, I must leave cleverer experts 

than myself to decide. M y  task is simply to record facts historical 

and otherwise. S y d n e y  V . E d g e , f .  t .  s.

# V ide  B o rderland  of Science.”



A TRANSLATION OF THE SANKHYA-TATTWA-KAVMUDI OF 
VACHASPATI MISRA.

(Continued from page 498.)

Of specific objects, the primary tfause is the Unmanifested (Nature).

F irs t proof of th e  e°ause C1) “ Therp «  separation of cause and effect,
ex istence  o f P ra k r i t i -  re-uuion of tlie whole Universe." It has already

Z ’. / i t n T ’S : ‘• ' ■ f *  ( h K t t W K )  th.t a .  effect subsisi,
f e e t ,  a n d  r e - u n io n  o f  . unmanifested form) in the cause : as the
th e  w h o le  U n iv e rse .” limbs of the tortoise, coming out of its body are

various obiert* jtrn . ^  the same manner the

&c„ when they come out^f fl™  *W  °auses fc% ’
t h e v  l i f l v p  • i. * produced from them) when

**■
f e  a, effects of lhe primary elements, with these latter ITeStotorf

r  r r ?  ^

separation of the cause and the effect Inthe “  ™ ° **tb y  the
s o lu t i™  i h i  • 7  ^  I n  t h e  s a m ^ m a n n e r ,  a t  e v e r y  d i s -

^  E " th’ f c ~<2> The Element-
Y  ainJents, (3) Self-consciousness and (4) Intellect— 1™* ^

s l t ;r» ::: &  - <*>. t>» a
far° ™  ‘

it iu t s - u ; ^
latter imperceptible,-at least t W f o ^ o f  th“ ^ M  ^

themselves respectively. O f this Unmanifested, however t h e r e i n  
further recipient; and thus it becomes the rec^p tade- IndZ  
aggregate of the unmanifested states-of all the effects This 
is meant by the re-union fin tha fi 1 tt what

T  £  (  the final Unmanifested) of the ichole Uni
verse. In Vauwarupya, the affix rupya has a reflexive sense.

(2). “ Because ^ lu t io n i s  due. to Energy."- It  is a well-known fact

Second p ro o f : “ B e -  Evolution of the effect is due to the active
c a u s e  E v o lu t io n  i s  d u e  € n e r ^ 7  o t  t h e  c a u s e ;  f o r  c e r t a i n l y ,  n o  e f fe c t  c a n  

t0 Ener9V" aris,e from aa inefficient cause. This latent energy

of the effenf • •* “  the/ aUSe is 110 other than the existence therein

"  8 Skte; Since on the hypothesis of the
- r r  ^ere  can be no other form of causal energy. The

diffeienee ot sand from scsamum-thc material cause of oil-licS only

in the fact that it is only in the latter thafc oil exists in its unmanifest­

ed condition.

Granted all this :— But the above two reasons
O b j.: T hese tw o  ^ a t  y 0U have urged might very well rest with 

reasons m ig h t rest _ , ,, . . . » . » ,r
with I n te l l e c t .  Intellect— what is the use ot assuming a rurther

Unmanifested Reality ?

W e  reply : (3) “ From finiteness”— i. e., from the fact of the effects
being, in their very nature, finite. (In support of 

Reply—Third proof his ground, the author puts forth a syllogism).

(of ^aTr m anifested  sPec^ c objects in question, Intellect, &c., have
ex istence.) an Unmanifested Entity for their cause (i. e., they

have a cause in which they exist in their unmani­

fested state), since they are finite, as jar, &c. The finite objects jar, &c., 

as commonly seen, have for their cause, clay, &c., (in which inhere) the 

unmanifested (state of the effects) ; since we have already shown that 
the cause is nothing more than the unmanifested condition of the effect- 

And under these circumstances, the cause of intellect must be the Un- 

manifested which must be the final cause, for there is no ground for 

postulating a further Unmanifested Reality

(4). “ Because of homogeneity— Homogeneity consists in the si­
milarity of different objects. The intellect, &c., the

F o u rth  p roof “B e -  ^— manifesting themselves as ascertainment, & c .
ca u se  o j h o m o g e n e i ty .

— are seen to be similarly related to pleasure, pain 

and delusion. And  whatever is invariably connected with a certain 
form must have, for its cause (wherein it inheres), something which has 

that form for its constituent element/6)'

Thus it is decided that of the specific objects, the Unmanifested 

(Nature) is the cause.

Having proved the existence of the Unmanifested, the author next 

states the method of its operation—

K a r i k a  XVI..

The Unmanifested is the cause ; it operates through the three 

Attributes, by blending and by modification, 
The m ethod  of N a- as water, on account of the difference arising* 

tu re  s o peia tion . from the receptacle of the Attributes, as they

are variously distributed.

(a). B ecause th e  U nm anifested  N a tu re  (the  cause of In te llec t)  is not finite frs 
In te llec t, &c. A nd fu rth e r , because, by  so doing, we would have to postu late  causes 
a d  in f in i t u m .

( b) .  T hus w e have in  th e  p re sen t case : In te lle c t and  th e  rest a re  invariab ly  
connected  w ith  p leasure, p a in  and  delusion ; and  as such, m ust have fo r th e ir  cause, 
N a tu re  w here in  th e y  all lie unm anifested , p rio r to  th e ir  E v o lu tio n ; and th is  N atu re  
has fo r i ts  C o n stitu en t E lem ents, th e  th re e  A ttrib u tes w hich respectively consist 
in  p leasure, pain and delusion.



“ Operatest Sfc:'— A t  the time of cosmic dissolution, the three Attri-

(1) T h 1 th  ^utes continue to be of similar modifications. Mo- 
Attributes™ ^  dified condition forms a part of the nature of the 

Attributes ; and as such they can never, for a mo- 
ment, remain stationary. Thus at the time of dissolution, the Attributes 
operate through their respective forms of Goodness, Passion and Dark­
ness (a)

Another method of operation is next stated— 44By blending \— This 
“ blending” of the Attributes however is not possi- 

of the Attributes'11'1"  ble without the relation of subserviency among them, 
and this subserviency again is due to a diversity 

among the Attributes— which diversity again is not possible without dis- 
tLictibility (i. <?., unless the Attributes are so constituted that they 

suppress one another). Thus the second method of operation is through 
development into Intellect, &c. .

O bjection—H ow  The enquirer objects— H o w  can diverse methods
can  an  A ttr ib u te  of £  , .  , . . . ,,
nn ifo rm  n a tu re  b rin g  operation belong to an Attribute which has been 
abou t d iverse actions? declared to be of uniform nature ?

W e  reply— “ By modification— as water ’— we all know how the 

water shed from the clouds, though naturally of 
R e p ly : (3) “ B ym o- itself, having one tasted), becomes sweet, bitter

d i j ic a t to n — a s  w a te r . °  u i u i t i ,
sour, &c., according as it comes into contact with 

different modifications of earth— such as cocoanut, wood-apple, &c. 
In the same manner owing to the blending and the mutual suppression 

of the Attributes, the Attributes occupying a subordinate position base 
themselves on the prominent one, and thus give use to diverse forms
of cosmic manifestations. Hence it is laid down— “ On account of the
difference arising from the receptacle of the various Attributes”

Now the existence of the spirit (Purusha) is laid down, in oppo­
sition to those self-contented (Materialists) who accept as spirit either 

Nature or Intellect, or Self-consciousness, or the sense-organs, or (lastlv) 
the elements.

K a r i k a  X V I I .

Since all composite (or compound) objects are for another’s 
use; since the reverse of (that which possesses) 

e x l T o f  fSpiritth e  the three Attributes with other properties (muse 
exist); since there must be superintendence; 

since there must be one to enjoy (experience or feel) ; and since

(a). T h is is th e  s ta te  of equilibrium  of th e  A ttr ib u te s3 d u rin g  w hich no evolution  
i b  possible.

( b) .  T he various evolutions from  N a tu ie  a re  due to  th e  d istu rbance  of eq u ili­
b riu m  am ong th e  A ttr ib u te s , w hich rouses th e  h ith e r to  do rm an t, evolving energy  
o f"N ature, w hence issue fo rth  th e  various m an ife s ta tio n s— In te lle c t and  th e  rest.

(c). ‘ Sweet*— according th e  N ayavikas.

there is a tendency towards final beatitude (abstraction of the 
spirit from material existence);—therefore, spirit exists.

mt_ . , Spirit exists, apart from Primordial Matter
T he sp ir it ex ists. /XT , x

(Nature):—

( 1 ). “ Because all compound objects (objects made up of integral 
component parts) are for another s use.”— This reason, when reduced to 

the syllogistic form, would stand thus— Nature, Intellect and the rest 
exist for another’s use, because they are compounds, as chair, bed, &c., 
and these latter are all compound, inasmuch as they are made up of 
pleasure, pain and delusion^.

But, says the objector, the compound objects chair, &c., are seen to 

O b je c tio n : T he ex*s  ̂ 0̂r other objects which too are compound,
above reason ing  w ould such as men’s bodies, and not for the sake of spirit 
only lead  to  an o th e r  , £ -*T . , . r
se t of com pounds, n o t as aParfc from Matter (the body). And as such
to  an E le m e n ta ry  Nature, &c., being compounds, should only lead t} 

the influence of another set of compound substances 
(foi hose use they exist) and not to that of an Elementary Non-com­
pound Spirit (an 44 End-in-itself.” )

( 2 ). W e  reply ' 4 Since the reverse of that which possesses the three

Reply._ 9 Since ^tributes and other properties must exist”— That is
th e  r e v e rse  o f  t h a t  s a ^ 7 ^  from the fact of Nature, &c., being for an-
] l h ic h  P r e s s e s  th e  other’s use, we were to infer only another com-
t h r  ee A t t r ib u te s  m u s t  j  x J
e x is t .  pound substance, then m that case we would have to

assume such compound ad infinitum ; for even this

< 4 ecet orV!7 o „ ld f  lead  ^  comP™ nd must lead to another for whose 
to  com pounds a d  in -  use ^  W1^  exist and this again to another, and so 
Jinitum. on a(i  infimtum. And when we can escape this

/ egrt essus ad infinitum by postulating a reasonable resting ground, 

it is certainly, not proper to multiply unnecessary assumptions (in 

the shape of compounds ad infinitum). Nor can it be urged that 

multiplication of assumptions becomes excusable when support­
ed by proofsfor in the above inference, the instance was to be 
applied only so far as 44 existing for another’s, use” was con­
cerned ; it can be extended no further. And we have explained in the 

Nydyavurtika-tdtparyatikaM that if the complete identification of every

( а ) .  T hough h ith e r to  P u r u s h a  has been rendered  by  S o u l, y e t i t  is now 
th o u g h t m ore ap p ro p ria te  to  render it  by  S p i r i t — in con trad istinction  to M a tte r

(б). 1 his sounds ra th e r  absurd. B u t we m ust no t fo rget th a t  th e  w hole
se t ot m ateria l ob jects a re  m ere em anations from  N atu re , whose con stitu en t e le ­
m ents are  the  th re e  A ttrib u tes , w hich la t te r  consist in  p leasure, pain and delusion 
respectively . r  J

(c) T his is a  com m entary  on th e  N yay av a rtik a  (a gloss on th e  N yava- 
su tra s  of G autam a) ot P aksh ila  Swam i by  V aehaspati M isra. This w ork is °-e ne- 
ra lly  counted  as closing th e  epoch of anc ien t N yava,—la tte r ly  supp lan ted  bv
the m odern  system , in troduced  and m ost extensively expounded bv G angesa Upa.i- 
kyaya, in hig T attw a-C h in tam ain . I  m ay  h ere  point ou t a m isprin t in a footnote, 
( r h e o to p h m t  vol. XITI p 222) w here th is  N y av artik a-ta t-p ary a tik a  appears as " a 
.o fu ta tio n  o t th e  b a u d d h a  4c. (.!)— ■w hich note ap p aren tly  re fe rs  to the preced ing
sentence O ther typograph ica l e rro rs have also c rep t in. thc  correction of which I 
re s e rv e  to r  a re p r in t .



phase of the cited instance were to be looked-for in the subject in ques­
tion, then there could be no reasoning by inference. Thus then, in 
order to escape the regressus ad infinitum, if we accept the non-com­
pound nature of Spirit, we find ourselves constrained to attribute to it 
the properties of u being without the three Attributes,” “ discreetness,” 
“ non-objectivity” (subjectivity), 44uncommonality” (i. e. specific cha­
racter), “ intelligence” and 44 unprolificness” (inability to produce). For 
these properties are invariably accompanied by that of compotmdness, 
which latter being absent in spirit, must lead to the absence of the three 

Attributes, &c., as when a certain individual is not a Brahmana, he can 
never be a Katha (a special class of Brahmans). Hence the author— when 
he laid down that 44 the reverse of that which possesses the three Attri­
butes, &c., must exist”— implied that this something which would be 

“ the reverse, &c.” must be an independent Elementary Entity— an 

14 End-in-itself.” And this is Spirit.

(3). For the following reason also there must be a spirit apart

from Matter: “ jBecause there must be superintendence.”
(3). B ecause th e re  That is to say, because the objects constituted by the

m u st be superin tend - three Attributes are such as necessitate the exist­
ence.

ence of a superintendent. For, everything consist­

ing in pleasure, pain and delusion, is seen to be superintended over by 
something else— e.g. the chariot by the charioteer ; and Intellect and the 

rest have been proved to consist in pleasure, pain and delusion ; there­
fore, they must have a supervisor,— and this supervisor must be beyond'b> 
the three Attributes and independent, an 4* End-in-itself”— and this 

is Spirit.

(4). Again the spirit exists 44 because there must be one to experience
(or feel)”— That is to say? everyone of us has an idea

( 4 j .  B e ca u se  th e re  o f  p l e a s u r e  a n d  p a i n  a s  s o m e t h i n g  t o  b e  f e l t — a s  
m u s t  be on e  to  fe e l .  , , , ,

favourable or the reverse ; and as such there must

be some substance, beyond the feelings themselves, to which they 
(feelings) can be favourable or otherwise. Feelings cannot be pleasur­
able to the Intellect (Buddhi), &c., for that would imply self-contradic­
tory actions, inasmuch as the intellect and the rest are integrally com­
posed of pleasure, pain and delusion. ^  Thus, then, something else,

(a). Because th e re  can  scarcely be found a n y  tw o occurrences in  n a tu re , 
w h ich  could be q u ite  iden tica l. E ven in  th e  stock exam ple of th e  N v ay ay ik as— 
“ F iery , because sm oking, as th e  cu linary  h e a r th ”— we have a  d iss im ila rity  
b e tw een  th e  su b je c t-m a tte r  of th e  syllogism  and  th e  in stance  cited. T hus, in  th e  
cu lin a ry  h e a r th  th e  tire is fo r cooking food, and  p roceed ing  from  a  house m ade 
b y  m en, &c., &c., w hereas th e ss  are  not. So w ith  th e  fire in  th e  m ountain .

( b ) .  O therw ise th e  superv iso r also will s tan d  in  n eed  of ano ther, fo r th e  presence 
o f th e  A ttr ib u te s  in  th e  fo rm er w ill necessarily  lead  to  th a t  of p leasure, &c., w hich 
ag a in  will necessita te  its  superin ten d en ce  by so m e th ing  beyond itself. A nd so 
we sha ll be landed  in  a re g r e s su s  a d  'in f in i tu m .

(('). T h a t is to sa y —In te lle c t, as m ade up  of p leasu re , pain and  dulness, can n o t 
l»e p roperly  said to f e e l  p leasure. «&l\, for th a t would im ply th e  feeling of p le a s u r e  by  
p le a s u re ;—or worse b till—by p a in :  and  vice ic rd d , w hich  ia absurd.

which has its existence independent of pleasure, &c., must be the agent 

who feels— and this is Spirit.
Others, however, interpret the above reasoning of the Karika thus : 

Bhogyar (enjoyable) means visible and the visibility 
A differen t in te r-  0f Buddhi and the rest not being possible without 

rpnsmi0110̂ ^16^ 070 an observer, there must be one outside of, and be-r6a.sOIi« " . • •
yond, Intellect, &c.,— and this is Spirit. The visibi­

lity of Intellect and the rest can be inferred from the fact of their 

being made up of pleasure, &c., as earth, &c.
(o.) Again, spirit exists— “ because there is a tendency towards action

for final beatitude.”— The final beatitude, treated of in

B e c a u s e  o f  th e  t e n - all the systems of philosophy, and mentioned by the
d e n c y  o f  w r i te r s  a n d  rea  ̂ s a g e s  of divine insight— a s  the absolute and
sages to w a r d s  b e a ti-  «  °  ~ .
tu d e .  final alleviation of the three kinds ot pain— can

never apply to Intellect, & c . ; for these have by their 

very nature, pain as one of their integral components, from which, there­
fore, they can never be absolved; since a substance cannot be absolved 

of something forming its constituting element. Thus then, there must 

be something independent of pleasure, &c., from whose contact pain 
could be expunged. Consequently, as the various systems of philosophy 
have all along aimed at beatitude, therefore, there exists something 
bevond (pleasure, &c., and hence) Intellect and the rest and this is 

Spirit.

Having thus proved the existence of spirit, the author next raises 
the question— Is this spirit one (manifesting itself) in all bodies, or 

many, being different in different bodies P And  in reply, he lays down 

the theory of the plurality of spirits.

Karika X V II I .

(1). From  allotment of birth, death, and the organs; (2) from 

the non-simultaneity of actions (with different

-ReaToLT °f SpirUS individuals); and (0) from the different modifi­
cations of the Attributes— the plurality of 

SpiiIts is established.
44 The plurality of Spirits is established — How  ?

(1). 44 From allotment of birth, death and the organs.”— B i r t h  of
the Spirit consists in its relation with the body,

(1). “ F ro m  a llo t-  the sense-organs, third, Self-consciousness, Intellect

andtuolgln*. and Cognition <*> (viveka) all these latter form-
ing into an aggregate of a particular character. 

This is what is meant by birth— which does not mean modification ;

(a). As th e  V edan tin  asserts.
( b ) .  “ V iv e k a ” m igh t be tak en  severa lly  w ith  “ body ,” &c. In  th a t  case tho 

passage w ould be tra n s la te d  th u s—“ bodily, sensuous, m enta l, egoistic and  in te llec­
tua l cognitions b u t th e  tran sla tio n  g iven above is p re fe ra b le : for, certain ly , 
th e re  can be no cognition  th rough  body, &c\, taken  bingly. No cognition is possible 
in the body alone, w ithou t the aid  of (the sense-organs) m ind; «&e., and so on w ith the



since the spirit is essentially unmodifiable (unchangeable). And d e a t h  

too consists in the departure from the body, of the spirit, which cannot 
be destroyed, since it is Eternal. The “ o r g a n s ” are thirteen begin­
ning with the Intellect. The (diversified) “ a l l o t m e n t ” of these— births, 

^ c* ll°fc explicable on the hypothesis of the unity of spirit. For if 
the spirit were one (in all bodies), the birth, death, blindness or madness 
of one individual would lead to exactly the same effects in others. This 

several allotment however becomes quite consistently explicable in ac­
cordance with the theory of the plurality of spirits. Nor can the 

Monist explain the above difference by attributing it to the spirit, as 
conditioned by contact with different bodies, &c. For in that case he 
would land himself on another absurdity— that of attributing birth or 
death in accordance with the different parts of the body !— which can 

never be. For a woman is not said to be born or dead, by the mere 
development or derangement of certain portions of her body <5>.

(2). For the following reason also, the spirit is different with differ­

ent individuals : “ Since activity is not simultaneous
(2). “ S in c e  a c t iv i t y  * , • • i „

is  n o t  s im u l ta n e o u s .” A c t l o n > i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  e n d e a v o u r ,  i s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e

internal organs ; still it is here attributed to the 
spirit. If the spirit were one, the activity of one man would lead to 
similar activity on the part of all other men ; and thus the motion of one 
would lead to that of all others— a palpable absurdity, which is ex­
plained away quite reasonably, on the hypothesis of plurality.

(3)* Again, the spirits are many— ubecause the modifications of the
Attributes are different”— Some persons abounding

( 3 ) .  B ecause th e  i n  t h e  a t t r i b u t e  o f  g o o d n e s s ,  r e p r e s e n t  a s r g r e o - a t e s
m odifica tions of th e  £ ,i  , , , x °
A ttr ib u te s  are  differ- o t  t l i a t  a t t r i h u t e — e .  g .  t h e  g o d s  <c) a n d  s a i n t s .

ent. Others abound in Passion— such are men. The

rest abound in Darkness— and these are the beasts.
This diversity in the distribution of Attributes would not be consistent,

if the spirit were one. The hypothesis of plurality, however, makes it
quite explicable.

G. J.
(To be continued.)

ELEMENTAL AND ELEMENTARY PRANKS.

R E A D E R S  of the Theosophist who have been in the habit of perusing 
articles upon purely metaphysical subjects, will, no doubt, find a 

pleasing variety in an article of this nature, in which I shall endeavour

(a ,) . T hree in te rn a l an d  te n  ex ternal, to  be en u m e ra te d  la te r  on (K arika, 
XXXII).

(6 ). I f  we a t tr ib u te  b ir th  and  d ea th  to  th e  sp ir it as d ep en d en t on th e  body, th e n  
th e  d isappearance  of a ce rta in  p a r t of th e  body— th e  hand  fo r in stance , would co n s ti­
tu te  th e  des truction  of th e  body, in its  fo rm er form , and  th is  would be th e  d e a th  of 
th e  sp ir it—w hich is absurd .

( c \  “ U nlhvarc ta s” lite ra lly  m ean s— “ those beings whose stream  of life
tendy  upw ards.”

to give out facts that have come under my own personal observation 
concerning the doings of Elementals and Elementaries.

Some years ago, my maternal uncle’s wife happened to be going 
from her husband’s house, in a country cart, to her father’s house, for 
her accouchement ; it being customary for Hindu women, on such occa­

sions, to go to their father’s house. During the course of her journey? 
a severe thunder-storm came on, and it became necessary for her to take 
shelter under the shade of a banyan tree which grew by the roadside. 

She stopped under the shelter of the tree for some 15 minutes, by 
which time the storm was over ; she then continued her journey, reach­
ing her destination safely. Things went on satisfactorily until some 

two or three nights after her arrival when the woman began to show 
undoubted signs of being possessed or obsessed. As usual in such 
cases, a Mantrika* was procured. After the usual incantations and cere­

monies, the Mantrika took a handful of holy ashes and threw them over 

the possessed woman, at the same time, demanding, who and what was the 

nature of the obsessing spirit. The spirit replied, through the woman, m  the 
following words : “ I am a Brahma-Rakshasa, residing in the Banyan
tree under the shade of which, this woman took shelter. Finding her 
figure pleasing and attractive and she being pregnantf I possessed her 
at once.” This was all that could be obtained from the Brahma-Rakshasa. 
A  peculiarity, which has been frequently observed in several similar 
cases, was noticeable in the present one also; i.e., the obsessed party 
would remain for days together without eating a morsel of food, and 

afterwards suddenly demanding food, she would eat a quantity sufficient 

for 7 or 8 adults. Moreover she was able under the influence of the 
spirit to carry weights which would defy the efforts of ten strong men.

In addition to the foregoing phenomena and many others, which 
I cannot accurately remember, it should be remarked that since the 
time of the obsession, the woman was subject to bodily ailments, the 
basis of which was, no doubt, a miscarriage, which took place soon 

after the obsession.

This woman is still living in the Tinnevelly District and the efforts 
of the different Mantrikas having failed, she is, still, unfortunately, 
suffering from complicated complaints owing to the continued obses­

sion of the Brahma-Rakshasa.

In the year 1871, I was at a place known as Tenkasi, Tinnevelly 
District, Madras Presidency, where I lived with my father who was 
in the Government service. A  little girl who was fourteen years of

* A M a n tr ik a  is one who, by  in can tin g  certa in  m an tras, and  using pecu lia r r ite s  
exorcises evil sp irits .

f  I t  is believed in  In d ia , even to-day, th a t  p reg n an t w om en are  very susceptib le 
to  obsession, an d  th e  H indoos, the re fo re , never allow th em  to  go into the  u n fre q u e n t­
ed  p a r ts  of th e  house and  village. W om en, in  th is condition, w hen they  go ou t of th e  
village, tak e  a q u a n tity  of m a rg o sa  leaf w ith  them , as its  m agnetism  is a n tip a ­
the tica l to  elem en ta l influence.



age, and wlio lived in the same street, became suddenly obsessed. 
The Mantrikas were called as usual and in this case they had to use 
all their powers as the spirit was very violent and fierce. One evening in 

particular at 8 o’clock, the Mantrika was going through his process, during 

the course of which he muttered several mantrams and threatened the 
obsessing spirit with torture, if it would not leave the girl. The spirit 
did not appear in the least degree inclined to obey the commands of the 
Mantrika, who, after describing a circle on the ground with a stick, 

struck a blow on the floor. To the intense surprise, or, I may say—  

horror, of us all, we saw suddenly appear on the back of the obsessed 
girl, a long mark or weal, as if from the blow of a stick. The abrasion 
on the skin gave us the impression that a cane had been applied to the 
bare back of the girl. The spirit cried out with pain and implored the 
Mantrika not to torment it. In reply to a question from the Mantrika, 

the spirit said that it lived under the shadow of a fig-tree near the 
bridge of Amboor. The Mantrika demanded some proof of this and 
to the further astonishment of the audience, the girl, acting under 
the influence of the spirit, put her hand within the folds of her 
dress and drew therefrom the branch of a fig tree ! The branch 

had the appearance of being freshly broken from the tree, for 

the milky sap was oozing from the end of it.

The third case that fell within my knowledge was this. The wife
of one Mr.-- at Pattamaday— my native place— became obsessed. I

accompanied the Mantrika to her house and was, therefore, present when 
the following took place. The Mantrika asked the usual question with re­

gard to the history of the obsessing elementary, and the following reply 
was given: “ I was a Brahman Sanyasi in my last embodied existence, 
and, as I could not bear the internal pain I was suffering from, I 

threw myself into a well and ended my physical existence. This 
woman on her way to her husband’s village quenched her thirst at this 

well and as I was seeking for an opportunity to terminate my earth-bound 

life, I caught this woman. I request you will, by mantras and 

other usual rites, relieve me of my pangs.” The Mantrika asked the 
elementary to show proof that he was a Brahman and at once the latter 
began to repeat the whole of Sandya-Vandhana— the daily observances 
of the Brahmins— the possessed woman, it m aybe remarked, did not 
know a word of Sanskrit or anything of the Sandya-Yandhana.

I shall close this short article with one more incident. A  relation 
of mine, one day, climbed up to the top of a mango-tree in search of 
fruit. Unfortunately he missed his footing and fell to the ground. 
H e  was carried to his uncle’s house and died within a few minutes. 
A  few days after his death, the house where he died, was reported 
to be haunted by his elementary. ISToises and cries were constantly heard 
in the house and other manifestations also took place. A  voice was heard 

warning the landlord to vacate the house at once. He, however, dis­

regarded the warning and continued to live there and in consequence of

his having incurred the anger of the elementary, he died and shortly 

afterwards his four grown-up sons also died. Then his daughter and 
his grandson shared the same fate. The surviving member of the 
family— the widow— fearing a similar fate for herself vacated the house 

and is now living in Benares.

The above incidents are all well attested, the first three, I wit­
nessed myself personally, and concerning the veracity of the fourth I 

have ample evidence.
P. R . Vexkatarama Iyer, f. t. s. 

ANALYSIS OF RAMAYANA, 1st CANTO.
{Continued from page 342.)

13. Thus far we have got to the end of the j;Sidliasramam episode, 
and we have taken but a fourth part of the 1st Canto of the Rama­
yana ! It is, therefore, plain that if I go very minutely through chapter 

by chapter to the end of the Canto, I shall be exhausting the patience 

of my readers. W e  shall, therefore, hasten on to the great hermitage of 
Goutama. From the time that Viswamitra, Rama and Lukshmana leave 
the Sidhasramam, to the time they reach Goutama-asramam, the time 

passes by in extreme pleasantness. Viswamitra relates many stories, and 
Rama hears them with eagerness. These are, of course, stories related not 

with the sole intention of wiling away the time, but with the intention of 
giving to Rama an idea of the workings of the phenomenal world in its 
triune aspect of Bhu, Bhuvar and Suvar. I shall merely touch upon a few 
leading points. The story of Maheswara and the birth of his six-faced 
son, Shunmuga, has reference to the origin of the v^orlds of devas, pitris, 
and men. You may remember the authentic sentence of our Sastras 
which says “ Know  that Maya is Prakriti, and that the Purusha of Maya 
is Maheswara.” Whenever, therefore, the word Maheswara occurs in any 

authentic Sanskrit works, we may safdy associate it with cosmic expan­
sion or Maya. Shunmuga, the son of Maheswara, is the god that we call 
Subramanya, and who receives a shrine in every Shivite temple in India. 
W e , Theosophists, can recognise in him the six-pointed star that is one of our 
Theosophical emblems. This god, corresponding to the planet Mars, is 
also known as the leader of all Sidhas or working powers, and he is 
therefore a six-spoked wheel of expansive energy. He ever lives in 
Maheswara, dormant during the time of Pralaya and active during the 
time of manifestation. This military hero, Subramanya, working in a 

certain base called Agni or fire is the life-wheel of deva-loka ; subsequent­

ly working in a base called water he is the life-wheel of the pitri-loka • 
subsequently working in a base called earth he produces the six metals. 
From the metals all tlie objective world that we sec has grown. For 
further particulars please see the Ramayana. There is another inter­
esting story related by Viswamitra to Rama, which relates to the 
river Ganges. I have already said that the Ganges symbolizes the 
middle tone of all nature. Her permanent place of residence is



B ra lim a -lo k a . H e r  seco n d  p lace  is  tlie  o rb  of th e  seven  R ish is . H e r  
th i r d  p lace  is  th e  m oon . H e r  fo u r th  p lace  is M o u n t M eru . H e r  f if th  
p lac e  is  th e  a s t r a l  a tm o s p h e re  of th e  co ils  of M a h e sw a ra ’s m a t te d  tre s se s .  
H e r  s ix th  p lac e  is  th e  sac rif ic ia l p lac e  of J e n h o o  M a h a ris h i,  w h ic h  c o n ­
s is ts  in  th e  c lo u d y  re g io n s  of o u r  a tm o sp h e re . H e r  s e v e n th  p lace  is  t h e  
P a t a l a  w h e re  sh e  w o rk s  in  cycles of 60 ,000  y e a rs . T h ese  60 ,000  y e a rs  
a re  th e  sons of S a g a ra ,  a n d  y ou  m a y  k n o w  t h a t  t h e i r  m o th e r  is  th e  
s i s te r  o f G a ru d a — “ b ir d  o f t im e ,” as h e  h a s  b een  c a lled  in  th e  “ S e c re t  
D o c tr in e .” I t  is  a lso  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  fo r  y o u  to  re m e m b e r  t h a t  th e  sag e  
K a p ila , w h o  b u r n t  th e s e  60 ,000  sons, is  Y is h n u  m a n ife s te d  on th e  d a r k  
o r  M a h e sw a ric  s id e  c a lle d  P a ta la .  A  m a n  o r  t r ib e  w o rk in g  too  m u c h  
m  th e  sp h e re  of m a t t e r  a n d  i ts  p ro p e r t ie s  a n d  u s in g  th o se  p ro p e r t ie s  
fo r  th e  p u re ly  m a te r ia l  c o m fo rts  of m en , is t r y in g  to  m e a su re  th e  d e p th  
o f K a p i la ’s g re a tn e s s .  A t  a  c e r ta in  s ta g e  w h e n  e v ils  p re p o n d e ra te , th e  
e te r n a l  cyc lic  la w  d e s tro y s  th e  old o rd e r  of th in g s  to  p ro d u c e  a n ew  one.
I  r e q u e s t  y o u  w ill k in d ly  r e f e r  to  th e  R a m a y a n a  w i th  th e s e  b as ic  id ea s . 
P le a s e  b e a r  in  m in d  t h a t  K a p ila  a n d  th e  R is h i  G a rg y a , so o f te n  r e f e r r e d  
to  m  o u r  P u ra n a s ,  r e p re s e n t  th e  lo w er a rc s  in  th e  e v o lu tio n a ry  c u rv e s . 
I t  is  a lso  w o r th y  of n o te  t h a t  th e  cow  of p le n ty  w h ic h  G a rg y a  h a s  in  h is  
p o ssess io n  is  a lso  c a lle d  K a p ila , a n d  w e a ll  d e p e n d  u p o n  th is  cow  fo r  o u r  
m a in te n a n c e . I n  good  o ld en  Y u g a s  w h e n  m e n  liv e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  
la w s  of C osm os, th e y  h a d  no  n e c e ss ity  fo r  th is  cow . a n d  i t  d id  n o t  e x is t  
a s  a  P a ta l ic  cow . B u t  t im e s  h a v e  ch an g ed . T h e  b o d y  of m a n  is  to o  
g ro ss . G a rg y a  a n d  h is  cow  a re  in  th e  P a ta la  o r  u n d e r  o u r  fe e t, a n d , a s 
a  re s u l t ,  w e  h a v e  to  m ilk  th e  cow b y  h a r d  p la n ta t io n  p ro cesses .

14. W ith  s to r ie s  o f th is  k in d  r e la te d  b y  Y is w a m itr a  to  S r i  R a m a  
on e  o r  tw o  d a y s  p a s se d  p le a s a n tly  b y . T h e y  a t  la s t  cam e  v e ry  n e a r  to  
th e  a s ra m a m  of J a n a k a  : b u t  b e fo re  g o in g  th e re  Y is w a m itr a  to o k  R a m a  
to  a  d e s e r te d  h e rm ita g e ,  w h e re  once G o u ta m a  p e rfo rm e d  T a p a s  w ith  th e  
lo v e ly  la d y  of h is  h e a r t  A h a lv a . H e re  a g a in  w e e n te r  u p o n  sy m b o lo g y . 
A n  a p p a r e n tly  a b s u rd  s to ry  w h ic h  r e la te s  to  th e  b e g u il in g  of A h a ly a  is  
n a r r a te d .  I n  b r ie f  th e  s to ry  is th is .  O nce u p o n  a  t im e  w h e n  h a rm o n y  w a s  
t h e  la w  of n a tu re ,  w h e n  a  t ra n s c e n d e n ta l  p a ss iv e  h o lin e ss  re ig n e d  o v e r  
h e r  face , th e r e  w a s  a  g r e a t  p a tr i a r c h  c a lled  G o u ta m a  w h o  h a d  th e  sam e  
h e a v e n ly  ca lm  in  th e  co m p a n y  of th e  la d y  of h is  lo v e— th e  g o ld en  
A h a ly a  o f in c o m p a ra b le  ra d ia n c e . I n  c o u rse  of t im e  w h e n  n e w  a d ju s t ­
m e n ts  h a d  to  ta k e  p lac e , a s a  r e s u l t  of th e  cycle  of n ecess ity , In d ra ,  th e  
lo rd  o f a ll d ev as , f e ll  in  love  w ith  th is  in c o m p a ra b le  lad y . B y  a  c e r ta in  
t r i c k  I n d r a  su cceed ed  in  b e g u ilin g  th e  n o b le  p a tr i a r c h  G o u tam a . I n  
h is  a b se n ce  L o rd  I n d r a  e x e r te d  a  fa sc in a tio n  u p o n  A h a ly a , a n d  se d u c ed  
h e r .  B u t  a s  c irc u m s ta n c e s  w o u ld  h a v e  it,  th e  g r e a t  G o u ta m a  w as r e tu r n in g  
to  th e  h e rm ita g e  a t  th e  v e ry  t im e  t h a t  I n d r a  e m e rg e d  o u t  of i t .  H e  w a s  
g r e a t ly  e n ra g e d  a n d  p ro n o u n c e d  a  c u rse  u p o n  th e  b e g u ile r  a n d  th e  
b e g u ile d  lad y . T h a t  c u rse  m ad e  A h a ly a  a  s to n e  a n d  d e p r iv e d  I n d r a  o f 
h is  p ro d u c tiv e  p o w er. N o  a n c ie n t p a t r i a r c h  w as, h o w e v er, w i th o u t  
m erc y . G o u ta m a  ru le d  t h a t  th e  d a y  w h e n  Y is h n u  w o u ld  v is it  th e

h e rm ita g e  in  th e  fo rm  of R a m a  w o u ld  a lso  be  th e  d ay  of A h a ly a ’s r e ­
s to ra t io n  to  life  a n d  a c t iv ity .  T h e  la d y  su ccu m b ed  to  th e  cu rse . S h e  
b ecam e  p e tr if ie d  as a  sto n e , a n d  c o n se q u e n tly  led  a  d o rm a n t life .

T o  r e tu r n  to  I n d r a ,  h e  too  w as n o t  w ith o u t  re so u rce . H e  a p p e a le d  
to  t h e  P i t r i-d e v a s  w ho  a ss is te d  h im .*  T h is  is th e  g is t  of th e  s to ry  r e la te d  
b y  Y is w a m itr a  to  R a m a , w ho, th e re fo re , f e lt  i t  h is  d u ty  to  go to  t h a t  
d e se r te d  h e rm ita g e  a n d  re s to re  A h a ly a  to  life . H e  goes a n d  t re a d s  on  th e  
s to n e  a n d  a  m o s t b e a u tifu l  d a m se l r is e s  in to  life  a n d  m ak es  o b e isan ce  
to  o u r  h e ro . N o w  in  th is  n a r r a t iv e  w e h a v e  a  b e a u tifu l a cc o u n t 
of a n  o ld  p o w e r  t h a t  is  now  a b so lu te ly  d o rm a n t in  m an . B e fo re  
w e can  g e t  a  p ro p e r  id ea  of th e  t r u e  m e a n in g  of th e  s to ry  w e m u s t  
t r y  to  u n d e r s ta n d  w h a t  is m e a n t  b y  G o u ta m a . T h e re  is n o t  a  
g r e a t e r  c u rse  to  o u r  I n d ia n  l i t e r a tu r e  th a n  th e  po isonous h a b it  t h a t  
w e  h a v e  c o n tra c te d  of s t ic k in g  h a r d  a n d  f a s t  to  th e  v e ry  le t te r .  I f  
G o u ta m a  be  c o n s id e re d  as one of th e  m illio n s  of m en  w ho h a d  liv e d  a n d  

d ied , n o t  m e re ly  is th is  s to ry  a b so lu te ly  use less, b u t  th e  p o e t 
becom es o pen  to  th e  c h a rg e  of h a v in g  re c o rd e d  s to ries  of p a s t  
fo llie s  t h a t  m ig h t  a s  w e ll h a v e  b e en  le f t  to  o b liv io n  a n d  h a n d ed  th e m  on 
to  p o s te r i ty  in  th e  g a rb  of h o ly  p o e try . P lease , th e re fo re , ta k e  G o u ta m a  
a s  a  p a t r i a r c h  w h o  p re s id e d  o v er a  p o w e r in  n a tu re .  I f  yo u  in te r p r e t  th u s , 
A h a ly a  is n o t a n  in d iv id u a l  w om an , b u t  th e  sy m b o l of an  ac tiv e  p o w e r 
in  G o u ta m a ’s k e ep in g . I f  th is  p e tr if ie d  p o w e r b e  re s to re d  to  life  a n d  
a c t iv i ty  a n d  f re e d  f ro m  a ll  ta in ts ,  i t  goes b a c k  to  G o u tam a , as is  sa id  in  
th e  R a m a y a n a  its e lf . B u t  th e n  G o u ta m a  is no  m o re  h is  ow n s im p le  
self, b u t  becom es G o u ta m a  th e  B u d d h a . I f  y o u  g ra n t  so fa r ,  th is  
p e tr if ie d  p o w e r A h a ly a  is none  else th a n  th e  p r in c ip le  B u d d h i w h ic h  is 
a b so lu te ly  d o rm a n t in  h u m a n ity . T h e  s to n e  w h ich  A h a ly a  is c u rse d  to  
becom e, is n o n e  e lse  th a n  th e  p in e a l  g lan d , w hose  fu n c tio n s  a re  e x p la in ­
ed  in  th e  “ S e c re t  D o c tr in e .” T h e  s to ry  g iv en  is a n  a cc o u n t of th e  
w o rk in g  of t h a t  M a n v a n tr ic  la w  w h ic h  com pels th e  u n iv e rsa l life  a c t i ­
v i ty  to  e x e r t  i ts e l f  f ro m  th e  d ev a  e x is te n c e  to w a rd s  th e  fo rm a tio n  of 
th e  p i tr i - lo k a — a lo k a  in  w h ich  B u d d h i lias no p lace . P lease  ta k e  fo r  
g ra n te d , b e ca u se  th e r e  is  no t im e  fo r  a rg u in g  o u t th e  case  t h a t  
a  sheep f  is th e  e m b le m  p a r  excellence of th e  ex is ten ce  of P i t r is .  
I n d ra ,  th e  m o to r  of th e  d ev a-w h ee l, w as c o m p e lle d  by  th e  law  to  
t r a n s f e r  h is  o w n  a c t iv i ty  to  a  f re s h  w h ee l of th e  P i t r is .  H is  b e g u ilin g  
of A lia ly a  w as th e  o n ly  w ay  b y  w h ic h  In d r a  co u ld  im p a r t  h is  life  to  
P itr i- lo k a .  I  r e q u e s t  th o se  of you, w h o  h ave  le isu re  to  sea rc h  th ro u g h  
th e  In d ia n  E th ih a s a s  a n d  P u ra n a s ,  to  c o lla te  a ll  th e  s to rie s  r e la t in g  to  
G o u ta m a , a n d  I  c a n  a s su re  y o u  t h a t  th is  e x p la n a tio n  t h a t  I  h av e  g iv en  
w ill becom e m u c h  m o re  v iv id , a n d  th e  seven  p r in c ip le s  of o u r T h eo so ­
p h ic a l  l i t e r a tu r e  be  m u ch  b e t t e r  u n d e rs to o d . To ta k e  up  th e  case  
of R a m a , th e  s te p  t h a t  h e  to o k  w aa a b so lu te ly  im p o r ta n t. T h e  
th in g  t h a t  R a m a  so u g h t w as w isdom , a n d  th a t  re m a in e d  b ey o n d

* C e r t a in  i n c id e n t s  in  t h e  s to r y  a r e  o m i t te d  in  d e f e r e n c e  to  les co n v en a n ces . E d .  

f  S eo  th e  t e x t  o f t h e  s to r y .



th e  confines of d e v a-lo k a . T lie  o n ly  l ig h t  t h a t  co u ld  g u id e  h im  sa fe ly  
th r o u g h  th e  m y s te r ie s  o f d ev a-ex is ten ce  w a s  th e  l ig h t  of B u d d h i, b u t  th e  
l if e  t h a t  w a s  th e  l ig h t  h a d  d escen d ed  to  th e  lo k a  o f th e  P i t r is .  B u t  R a m a  
h a d  su ffic ien tly  a d v a n c e d  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  P i t r i s  a n d  t h e i r  w o rk . H e  
h a d  su c c ess fu lly  so fa r , th o u g h  p a r t ia l ly ,  re b e lle d  a g a in s t  th e  la w  of th e  
P i t r is ,  th e  la w  o f b i r th  a n d  d e a th . J u s t  a s  a  c o n q u e ro r  ta k e s  h is  b o o ty  
fro m  th e  e n em y  h e  su b d u es, lik e w ise  does R a m a  ta k e  th e  d e v a -life , 
w ox-king be low  b a c k  to  th e  o r ig in a l fo u n t, a n d  w h e n  t h a t  is  done  th e  s to n e  
b ecom es im b u e d  w i th  life . I  sh a l l  n o t w e a ry  y o u  w ith  f u r th e r  e x p a n ­
sions o f th is  id ea .

15. T h e  n e x t  s te p  t h a t  R a m a  to o k  w as  to w a rd s  th e  a s ra m a m  o f  
J a n a k a .  "W hat h a p p e n e d  in  J a n a k a ’s h e rm itag 'e  w as th e  m o s t  m o m e n t­
ou s c irc u m s ta n c e  in  R a m a  s life , fo r  th e  re a so n  t h a t  i t  w as th e r e  h e  w a s  
m a r r ie d .  E v e ry  m a n  w h o  w a n ts  to  l ib e ra te  h im s e lf  m u s t  p a ss  th r o u g h  
th is  sac rific ia l g ro u n d , p ro d u c e  th e  n e c e ssa ry  c re d e n tia ls ,  ta k e  a  p a s s  
f ro m  J a n a k a  a n d  th e n  s t a r t  a lo n e  on  th e  so le m n  jo u rn e y . T o  a n y  w h o  
m a y  be  d isp o sed  to  a sk  w h a t  th e  p r ic e  of th e  t ic k e t  is, I  a n sw e r , i t  h a s  
n o  p rice , i t  is s im p ly  in v a lu a b le . T h e  t ic k e t  t h a t  I  r e fe r  to  is w h a t  is  
k n o w n  as S ita . T h is  S i ta  is th e  p u re  A la y a  t h a t  e m a n a te s  f ro m  th e  
E v e r  U n m a n ife s te d  L ogos. I t  is  a  r a y  o f w h a t  w e  c a ll  M a h a -  
L a k s h m i, w h o  e v e r  fo rm s th e  b o d y  o f N a ra y a n a .  T h is  s a c re d  l ig h t ,  
A la y a  a s  i t  h a s  b e en  c a lled  b y  th e  w ise, is s u r ro u n d e d  b y  a  d a r k  p a v ilio n . 
I t  is  th e  g r e a t  se c re t t h a t  e x is ts  so m e w h e re  w i th in  th e  d a r k  

ro o m  o f th e  C h id a m b a ra m  te m p le . H e  w h o  is  a b le  to  d i r e c t  h is  s p i r i ­
tu a l  v is io n  r i g h t  th r o u g h  th e  fo r t r e s s  o f d a rk n e s s ,  g e ts  a  r a y  of 
th e  e te rn a l  A la y a , a n d  t h a t  r a y  m u s t  be  h is  l ife  g u id e . I t  is  t h a t  r a y  
to  w h ic h  a  c a n d id a te  fo r  l ib e ra t io n  o r re n u n c ia t io n  w ill  h a v e  to  b e  w e d ­
d e d  in  h o ly  co m m u n io n . I t  is t h a t  r a y  on  w h ic h  a l l  th e  d a r k  p o w e rs  o f 
t h is  u n iv e rs e  h a v e  th e i r  eye a n d  w h ic h  th e y  w o u ld  g la d ly  w re s t  f ro m  
th e  h a n d s  of a n  u n w e a ry  t ra v e lle r .  A s  th e  r a y  t h a t  h a s  b een  d escrib ed  a s  
so  ho ly , is  so in v a lu a b le , i t  is n o t im p a r te d  to  a n  u n fit s tu d e n t  
w i th o u t  a  p ro p e r  t r ia l ,  a n d  t h a t  t r ia l  i t  is J a n a k a ’s d u ty  to  co n d u c t. J a n a ­
k a , w h o  is  th e  b a t t e r y  on  e a r th  fo r  th e  l ig h t  of h e av e n , h a s  a  t r e m e n d ­
ous iro n  bow  ro l le d  on  h u n d re d s  of w h eels  b y  th o u sa n d s  of m en . T h e  th ino- 
is  a lto g e th e r  too  tre m e n d o u s . N u m b e r le s s  a p p lic a n ts  h a d  com e a n d  

fa ile d  to  b e n d  th e  bow . J a n a k a  h a d  in  h is  k eep  th e  h o ly  p ro d u c t  o f h is  
sa c rif ic ia l c e re m o n y , th e  m a tc h le ss  S i ta  of n o  fo rm , a n d , therefore, c a lle d  
V y th a h i ,  b o rn  o f no  flesh, c a lled  a lso  A y o n ija . I t  w a s  V isw a m itr a ’s i n te n ­
t io n  to  g e t  R a m a  w e d d ed  to  th is  b e a u tifu l  lad y . H e , th e re fo re , ta k e s  R a m a  
to  J a n a k a ’s c o u r t.  H e  m ee ts  th e re  th e  im p o r ta n t  c o u r t-p r ie s t  S a d a n a n d a  
th e  son  of G o u ta m a  b y  A h a ly a . T h e  f irs t q u e s t io n  th e  son  a sk s  V is w a ’ 
m itra  is if  R a m a  h a d  r e s to re d  life  to  h is  m o th e r .  V isw a m itra  g iv es  th e  
a ff irm a tiv e  re p ly . T h e  p r ie s t  p ra is e s  R a m a  a n d  in fo rm s  h im  of th e  g r e a t ­
n e ss  of V is w a m itr a  in  a  lo n g  n a r ra t iv e  fo r  w h ic h  I  a m  so r ry  th e r e  is  n o  
sp ace  m  th is  p a p e r .  R a m a  th e n  is  in tro d u c e d  to  J a n a k a .  T h e  iro n  
N a h e s w a n c  b o w  o f m a s sy  p ro p o r tio n s  is  ro l le d  on w h e e ls  in to  th e  ro o m

b y  a  c o m p a n y  o f s e rv a n ts . T h e re u p o n  R a m a  ad v an ced  to  th e  bow  
a n d  s u rv e y e d  th e  o ld  iro n  in s t r u m e n t  t h a t  once b e lo n g ed  to  th e  M aya- 
p u r u s h a  c a l le d  M a h e sw a ra , th e  g u a rd ia n  of th e  im p e n e tra b le  w a ll of 
da rk n ess*  R a m a  ta k e s  th e  bow  a n d  b en d s it, a n d  lo ! i t  b re a k s  in  th e  
h a n d s  o f th e  f irm -w ille d  h e ro  of sp ir i tu a l  v isio n . T h e  w h o le  c o u r t  
t r e m b le s  a t  th e  so u n d , b u t  R a m a  sh a k e s  n o t. T h e  t r ia l  is p a s t ,  J a n a k a  
is  pleased* V is w a m itr a ’s e x p e c ta tio n s  a re  fu lfilled , a n d  th e  h o ly  S ita  
b eco m es o u r  h e r o ’s spouse. T h e  v ic to r  tu r n s  hom e to  A y o d h v a  to  
co m m en ce  h is  a rd u o u s  ta s k  th r o u g h  a n  ocean  of p a in  a n d  so rro w .

A . N i l a k a n t a  S a s t r i ,  f .  t .  s .

TH E  MYSTICAL M EANING  OF THE W HITE  LOTU S*

T H I S  o ccasio n  d e m a n d s  a  few  w o rd s  b y  w ay  of e x p la n a tio n  of th e  
s ig n ific a n ce  of th e  "W hite L o tu s , a f te r  v rh ich  th e  A n n iv e rsa ry  D a y  

of th e  d e a th  o f th e  re v e re d  M a d a m e  B la v a ts k y  h a s  b een  so a p p ro p r ia te ly  
n a m e d .

T h is  n a m e  o f th e  sa c re d  p la n t  is  sh a re d  b y  th re e  species, co m m only  
c a lle d  th e  E g y p t ia n  lo tu s , f ig u r in g  in  th e  a n c ie n t  m o n u m en ts  o f E g y p t  
a n d  I n d ia  b u t  s t i l l  to  be  fo u n d  in  E g y p t, In d ia  a n d  th e  S o u th e rn  
A r c h ip e l e g o ; a  second  spec ies a lso  k n o w n  to  th e  a n c ie n t n a tio n s  ; 
a n d  la s t ly  t h a t  u se d  b y  th e  Lotophagi, o r L o to s-ea te rs , th e  b e r r ie s  of 
w h ic h  h a v e  in to x ic a t in g  q u a lit ie s . T h e re  is ag a in , e ith e r  th e  r e d  o r 
th e  w h ite  v a r ie ty ,  w h ic h  g iv es  o u t  a  sm ell v e ry  ag reeab le , e sp e c ia lly  
to  th e  H in d u  nose . M e n tio n  is  m a d e  in  th e  R a m a y a n a  of a  la rg e  species 
of lo tu s  h a v in g  1 , 0 0 0  p e ta ls . T h is  is  sp o k en  of as a b u n d a n t  in  L an k a , 
a n d  e v e ry  d a y  o ffered  to  S iv a  d u r in g  w o rsh ip  b y  R a v an a , P e rh a p s  th e  
m o d e rn  V ic to ria  R e g ia , a  v e ry  b e a u t i fu l  flow er of tw o  o r th r e e  fe e t in  
d ia m e te r ,  w h ic h  w e  can  see in  th e  G o v e rn m e n t P a r k  a t  G u in d y  o r th e  
H o r t i c u l tu r a l  S o c ie ty ’s G a rd en s , is  a n  a llied  species of th is  lo tu s . T h e re  
is  a g a in  th e  l i ly  w h ic h  looks a t  f i r s t  s ig h t  lik e  th e  lo tu s  a n d  fo r  w h ich  
i t  is s u b s t i tu te d ,  b u t  i t  b e lo n g s to  a  d if fe re n t genus a lto g e th e r .

T h e  b e a u t i fu l  a p p e a ra n c e  of th e  lo tu s  so n a tu ra l ly  a t t r a c te d  th e  eve, 
t h a t  a lm o s t  a ll  t h e  a n c ie n t n a tio n s  o f E u ro p e  a n d  A s ia  m ad e  th e  best 
p o ss ib le  u se  o f i t .

I n  A n c ie n t  E g y  p t,  i t  w as th e  fa v o ri te  flow er fo r  Tricking w re a th s , 
a n d  th e  p r ie s ts  to o k  sp ec ia l p r id e  in  c ro w n in g  w ith  it, as an in d ic a tio n  
o f p u i  it} . T h e y  p ic tu r e d  G od as s i t t in g  on a  lo tu s  t r e e  above th e  w a te ry  
m u d . T h e  lo tu s  a n d  th e  p a p y ru s  w ere  th e  g re a te s t  b le s s in g s  n a tu re  
p ro d u c e d  fo r  a n y  peo p le , a n d  th e s e  fo rm e d  th e  c h ie f  a r tic le s  of food  fo r 
th e  p e a s a n t r y  d u r in g  a n d  a f te r  th e  in u n d a tio n  of th e  N ile . T h e  seeds 
w e re  e a te n  e i th e r  ra w , ro a s ted , o r  bo iled . The g u e s ts  in  a n  entertainment 

w e re  e ach  g iv e n  a  flow er w h ic h  th e y  h e ld  th ro u g h o u t  th e  e n te r ta in ­

*  A  p a p e r  r e a d  a t  th e  F i r s t  C e l e b r a t i o n  o f  W h i te  L o tu s  D a y  a t  t h e  T . S  H e a d -  
q u a r t e r s ,  A d y a r .  J '



m e n t.*  I t  w as sa c re d  to  N a f r  A tm o o  a n d  w as su p p o sed  to  b e  a lso  
c o n n e c te d  w ith  H a rp o c ra te s .

T h e se  id ea s  seem  to  h a v e  b e en  b o rro w e d  b y  a ll  th e  th re e  a n c ie n t  n a ­
t io n s  w h ic h  cam e  in  c o n ta c t  w i th  th e  E g y p tia n s .  T h e  l i ly  sp o k e n  of in  t h e  
J e w is h  B ib le  ( I  K ings , V I I . )  is now  g e n e ra lly  b e liev ed  to  be  no  o th e r  
t h a n  th e  lo tu s . T h e  A s s y r ia n s  a lso  sp oke  v e ry  h ig h ly  of it ,  a n d  c o n n e c t­
e d  i t  w ith  som e of th e  m y s tic a l  id eas a b o u t  c re a tio n , a  d o u b le  lo tu s  b e in g  
c o n s id e re d  a n  em b le m  of fe m a le  e n e rg y  in  th e  U n iv e rse . M o h a m ed , 
fo llo w in g  th e  t r a d i t io n  of th e  Je w s , lo c a te d  th e  lo tu s - tre e  a t  th e  r i g h t  
s id e  of G od in  th e  S e v e n th  H e av e n . B u t  i t  w a s  th e  G re ek s  w h o se  c o n ­
c e p tio n s  o f th e  lo tu s  w e re  v e ry  h ig h . I t  w 'as a lw a y s  a sso c ia te d  w i th  
t h e i r  P a n th e o n , a n d  w e le a rn  fro m  H e s io d  t h a t  th e  b e a u tifu l  d a u g h te r  
o f N e p tu n e , L o t is  o r  L o tu s , t ra n s fo rm e d  h e r s e l f  in to  a  flow er to  av o id  t h e  
a d v a n c e s  m ad e  u p o n  h e r  b y  th e  G od P r ia p u s .  A n o th e r  case  of t r a n s ­
fo rm a tio n  r e la te d  b y  G re c ia n  w r i te r s  is  t h a t ,  D ry o p e  of (E c h a lia  w a s  
o n e  d a y  c a r ry in g  h e r  in f a n t  son w h e n  sh e  p lu c k e d  a  lo tu s  flow er fo r  h is  
a m u s e m e n t, a n d  w as  so s t ru c k  w ith  th e  b e a u ty  of th e  flo w er t h a t  sh e  w a s  
in s ta n t ly  tra n s fo rm e d  in to  a  lo tu s . W h ile  t h is  s to ry  sh o w s w h a t  s a n c t i ty  
w a s  a t ta c h e d  to  it, H in d u s  w ill re co g n ise  som e re se m b la n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  
fo r m e r  a cc o u n t a n d  th e  one r e la te d  of L a k s h m i, th e  g o d d ess of w e a lth .  
S h e  to o k  h e r  r is e  f ro m  th e  sea, b e in g  th e  d a u g h te r  of V a ru n a , th e  I n d ia n  
N e p tu n e . B u t  she  is th e  m o d el of c h a s ti ty ,  a n d  w as n o t  to  b e  se d u c ed  b y  
a n y  on e  as in  th e  case  of th e  G re e k  n y m p h . H o m e r  in  th e  X l t h  B o o k  
o f h is  Odyssey sp e a k s  o f a  lo tu s  la n d  w h e re  th e r e  w e re  p eo p le  w h o  a te  
th e  lo tu s  tre e , th e  effect of w h ic h  w as to  m a k e  th e m  fo rg e t  t h e i r  f r ie n d s  
a n d  h o m es a n d  to  lose  a ll d e s ire  of r e tu r n in g  to  t h e i r  n a tiv e  l a n d : t h e i r  
o n ly  w ish  b e in g  to  liv e  th e r e  in  id len ess . T h e  P o e t-L a u re a te  in  h is  
b e a u t i fu l  po em  ” L o to s e a te r s ” p u ts  in to  th e  m o u th  of one of th e m  :

“  H a te f u l  is  t h e  d a r k - b lu e  s k y ,
V a u l t e d  o ’e r  th e  d a r k  b lu e  sea .
D e a t h  is  t h e  e n d  o f l i f e ; a h  ! w h y
S h o u ld  l i f e  a l l  l a b o u r  b e  ?
L e t  u s  a lo n e .

G iv e  u s  lo n g  r e s t  o r  d e a th ,  d a r k  d e a th ,  o r  d r e a m f u l  e a s e  

a n d  th is  sh o w s w h a t  s o r t  of d re a m e rs  th e y  w ere . H e re  p ro b a b ly  
w e  h a v e  a  d a rk  h in t  a s to  th c  p o w er of th e  lo tu s  in  in d u c in g  c la irv o y ­
an ce .

T h e  fo fm  of th c  lo tu s  a lso  seem s to  h a v e  g iv e n  r is e  to  c e r ta in  c o n ­
c e p tio n s  of G re c ia n  a rc h i te c tu re .  T h e  ca p ita l , a s th e  h e a d  of a  c o lu m n  
is  te c h n ic a lly  ca lled , w as o r ig in a l ly  th e  se e d -v e sse l s im p ly  c o p ie d  
w i th  a  l i t t l e  e x p a n s io n  a t  th e  b o tto m  to  g iv e  i t  s t a b i l i ty  e n o u g h  to  s u p ­
p o r t  th e  roof. T h e  su b s e q u e n t fo rm s of c a p i ta ls  a s  se e n  in  D o ric  c o lu m n s  
a r e  fo u n d  a l i t t l e  m odified , re se m b lin g  a  seed -v esse l c o m p re sse d  fla t, 
a s  i t  a p p e a r s  w h e n  d ry .

I t  is  a lso  to  be  fo u n d  in  th e  h e a d s  of F o r tu n e  o r  I s is , P lu to , S e ra p is  
a n d  V e n u s . R . P . K n ig h t  say s t h a t  u th e  f ig u re s  of I s is  a r e  r e p re s e n t ­

* W ilkinson’s A ncient E gyp tians.”

e d  h o ld in g  th e  s te m  of th is  p la n t,  m o u n te d  b y  th e  seed-vessel in  one h a n d  
a n d  th e  c irc le  a n d  th e  c ro ss  . . .  in  th e  o t h e r ; a n d  in  a  te m p le  d i- 
l in e a te d  u p o n  th e  m y s tic  t a b le t  a re  co lu m n s e x a c tly  re se m b lin g  th is  
p la n t  w h ic h  I s is  h o ld s  in  h e r  h a n d  e x ce p t t h a t  th e  s tem  is m ad e  p ro p o r ­
t io n a te ly  la rg e  to  g iv e  t h a t  s ta b i l i ty  w h ic h  is re q u is ite  to  su p p o r t  a  ro o f 
a n d  e n ta b la tu re .  C o lu m n s a n d  c a p ita ls  of th e  sam e k in d  a re  s ti ll  e x is tin g  
in  g r e a t  n u m b e rs  a m o n g  th e  ru in s  of T h eb es in  E g y p t, a n d  m ore  e sp e c ia l­
ly  a m o n g  th o se  on  th e  is la n d  of P h i la e  on th e  b o rd e rs  of E th io p ia  wrh ic h  
w as a n c ie n tly  h e ld  so s a c re d  t h a t  n one  b u t  p r ie s ts  w e re  p e rm it te d  to  go 
u p o n  i t . ” t

B u t  i t  is  w i th  u s  H in d u s  t h a t  i t  is  th e  m o st sac red , b e a u tifu l  a n d  
th e  b e s t  of a ll  flow ers k n o w n . T h e  h ig h e s t  gods of th e  In d ia n  
P a n th e o n  a re  a sso c ia te d  w ith  i t .  V is h n u  h a s  a  lo tu s  in  h is  n a v e l o u t o f 
wrh ic h  B ra h m a  s p r a n g  up , a n d  to o k  h is  se a t u p o n  w ith  h is  co n so rt. B o th  
V is h n u  a n d  S iv a  h a v e  e ach  a  lo tu s  in  th e i r  h a n d s  : w h ile  th e  fo rm e r  h a s  
a  fu ll-b lo w n  flow er, a n d  th e  l a t t e r  a n  u n b lo w n  one. P a r v a t i  too  h o ld s  
l ik e  h e r  lo rd  a n  unblow rn  flow er. L a k sh m i, th e  C o n so rt of V ish n u , is th e  
v e ry  e m b o d im e n t o f th e  q u a li t ie s  of th e  lo tu s . S h e  is  th e  abode of th e  
lo tu s  (K a m a la la y a ), is as b e a u tifu l  a s th e  flow er (P adm asundari) a n d  is th e  
lo tu s  i ts e l f  (K a m a la ), an d , th e re fo re , fo n d  of th e  flow er (P a d m a p r iy a ) . 
S h e  possesses i t s  sm e ll (P a d m a g a n d h i) , a n d  h e r  h a n d s  w h ic h  a re  as so ft 
(P a dm ah asta ) h o ld  a  flow er (P adm akara) a n d  b es id es  h e r  eyes a n d  
th o se  of V is h n u  re se m b le  in  a p p e a ra n c e  i ts  p e ta ls  a n d  hence  n a m e d  
P adm dksha , a n d  P adm aksh i. T h e  flow^er is so sa c re d  t h a t  one sh o u ld  
n o t  to u c h  i t  w i th  th e  foo t. B u d d h a  to o  h a d  a lo tu s  in  h is  h a n d , a n d  B u d ­
d h is ts  o f a ll  c o u n tr ie s  r e p re s e n t  th e  A v a lo k itesw ra ra s  a n d  o th e r  m e m ­
b e rs  of t h e i r  h ie r a r c h y  e ac h  w ith  a  lo tu s  in  h a n d ; a n d  th e  C h in ese  
V ach , K w a n  Y in , d a u g h te r  o f one of th e se , is a lso  se a te d  on a  lo tu s . T h e  
H in d u s  a lso  m a k e  u se  of th e  seeds fo r  th e i r  ro sa rie s . W ith  r e g a r d  to  
i ts  s ig n ific a tio n , w e m u s t  b e a r  in  m in d  t h a t  th e  a n c ie n ts  b e in g  v e ry  close  
o b se rv e rs  of n a tu r e ’s w o rk in g , a lw a y s  t r ie d  to  r e p re s e n t  th e  o p e ra tio n s  
o f th e  law s of N a tu r e  in  th e  h ig h e r  p la n e s  b y  c o rre sp o n d in g  o p e ra tio n s  
in  th e  v e g e ta b le  o r  th e  a n im a l w o rld . T h e  lo tu s , c o n ta in in g  as i t  does 
a n  in v e r te d  cone in  th e  c e n tre  a n d  p u n c tu a te d  as i t  is  on  th e  su rfa c e  of 
th e  to p  w i th  l i t t le  cells, in  w h ic h  th e  seeds g ro w , is a  sy m b o l w i th  th e  
H in d u s  of th e  C osm os, as th e  g e rm s  of th e  fu tu r e  a re  in  th e  w o m b  of 
th e  p re se n t .

H o w  th e  g e rm  of th e  f u tu r e  is  c o n ta in ed  in  th e  p re s e n t  is e x ­
p la in e d  b y  th e  s im ile  b o rro w e d  f ro m  th e  lo tu s . T h e  orifices of th e s e  ce lls  
b e in g  too  sm a ll  to  a llo w  of th e  seeds b e in g  d ro p p e d  o u t w h e n  r ip e , th e y  
sh o o t fo r th  in to  n e w  p la n ts  in  th e  p lac es  w h e re  th e y  a re  fo rm ed . T h e  
b u lb  se rv e s  th e  p u rp o se  of a  m a t r ix  u n t i l  th e y  becom e la rg e  en o u g h  to  
b u r s t  i t  o p en  a n d  fo rce  th e m se lv e s  o u t, w h e n  th e y  s in k  to  th e  b o tto m , 
a n d  ta k e  ro o t. T h is  fu rn is h e d  a  c o rre sp o n d en ce  w ith  th e  co n cep tio n

t  R . P .  K n ig h t ,  q u o t in g  D io d o ru s  S ic u lu s ,  in  h is  “  S y m b o lo g ic a l  L a n g u a g e  
o f  A n c ie n t  A r t  a n d  M y th o lo g y ,”  e d i te d  b y  A . W ild e r .



a n d  b i r th  o f a  h u m a n  b e in g , a n d  h e n ce  a lso  o f th e  C osm os a c c o rd in g  to  
t h e  w e ll-k n o w n  p h ilo so p h ic a l la w — as above, so be low .

W ith  id e a s  su c h  a s  th e s e  i t  is  e a sy  to  e x p la in  w h y  Y is h n u  sh o u ld  
b e  r e p re s e n te d  w i th  a  lo tu s  g ro w in g  fro m  h is  n a v e l. Y is h n u  r e p r e s e n t s  
P a ra b ra h m , a n d  th e  lo tu s , s ig n ify in g  th e  C osm os, ta k e s  i ts  o r ig in  f ro m  
P a r a b ra h m  a n d  is  p re s id e d  o v e r in  i ts  fu l l  b lo w n  o r  m a n ife s te d  s ta te  b y  
th e  L ogos o r  B ra h m a . I n  i ts  u n b lo w n  s ta te , i.e., in  jpralaya, i t  is  se e n  in  
th e  h a n d s  of S iv a , th e  d e s tro y e r . L a k s h m i b e in g , in  one of h e r  a sp e c ts , 
th e  p r im o rd ia l  m a t t e r  w in c h  e x p a n d s  in to  th e  C osm os, is  t h u s  c o n n e c te d  
w ith  it .  T h e  o th e r  fe m a le  d e itie s  b e in g  th e  se v e ra l  a sp e c ts  o f m a t t e r  
a re  a ll  a g a in  r e la te d  to  it. B e in g  c o n s id e re d  a g a in  as th e  m o s t e x c e lle n t  
a n d  b e a u tifu l  o f flo w ers th e  H in d u s  h a v e  c o n n ec te d  i t  w i th  a ll  th e  e x c e l­

le n t  v ir tu e s .  A n  e le p h a n t  in  th e  n e th e r  w o r ld  is  n a m e d  a f te r  th i s  
flow er. T h e  b e s t  p h a la n x  of a n  a rm y  is c a lle d  P a d m a  Vyiiha. T o  a  m a n  
o r  w o m an  w i th  a  lo tu s - lik e  sm e ll  is fo re to ld  a  g r e a t  fu tu r e .  O r 
e v en  a  few  lin e s  in  th e  h u m a n  h a n d  o r  foo t, r e s e m b lin g  th e  lo tu s , 
a re  in te r p r e te d  a s  m a rk s  of g re a tn e s s . L a s t ly ,  th e  P a d m a  o r  ‘ lo tu s ’ 
p o s tu re  is th e  b e s t  fo r  a  Y ogi. T h e re  is  a n o th e r  s ta n d p o in t  f ro m  w h ic h  
i t  w as  lo o k ed  u p o n . B e in g  a n  a q u a tic  p la n t ,  i t  w as  ta k e n  a s  a  sy m b o l 
fo r  w a te r  i ts e l f  b y  p re -e m in e n c e , a n d  w a te r  th u s  b ecam e  a  sy m b o l o f 
th e  C osm os. N a r a y a n a  is flo a tin g  on th e  w a te r s .  T h e  J e w is h  E lo h im  
g e n e ra te d  a ll  th in g s  b y  “ b ro o d in g  o v e r th e  d e e p .” J e h o v a h  “ s i t t e t h  on  
th e  flood,” a n d  is  e n th ro n e d  on th e  d e lu g e .*

K n ig h t ,  F e rg u s s o n  a n d  F o r lo n g  seem  to  t h in k  t h a t  th e  lo tu s  w a s  a  
p h a ll ic  sy m b o l w i th  th e  an c ien ts , w h o  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  t r a c e d  so m e r e ­
se m b la n ce  of th e  flow er to  th e  m a le -fe m a le  p r in c ip le , as c an  b e  e a s ily  
seen  b y  o c c u la r  in sp e c tio n . T h a t  th e s e  id e a s  w e re  s h a re d  b y  th e  
H in d u s  c an  be  a b u n d a n t ly  p ro v e d  b y  a  re fe re n c e  to  o u r  w r i t in g s  on  
S a k ta  w o rsh ip .

T h a t  th e  G re e k s  seem  to  h a v e  b e en  o n ly  su p e rf ic ia l o b se rv e rs  o f t h is  
p la n t  is  a p p a r e n t  w h e n  w e see t h a t  J a m b lic u s  te l ls  u s  t h a t  th e  le a v e s  
a n d  th e  f r u i t  o f t h e  lo tu s - tre e  b e in g  ro u n d , r e p re s e n t  th e  m o tio n  o f 
i n t e l l e c t ; t h a t  i t s  g ro w in g  u p  th r o u g h  m u d  sy m b o lize s  th e  e m in e n c y  
o f d iv in e  in te l le c t  o v e r  m a t te r  ; a n d  th e  d e i ty  s i t t in g  on  th e  to p  
im p lie s  h is  in te l le c tu a l  so v e re ig n ty .

I t  m ay , th e re fo re ,  a p p e a r  re a so n a b le  t h a t  th e  se v e ra l id ea s  a b o u t  th e  
re p re s e n ta t io n  of th e  lo tu s , p ro b a b ly  f ir s t  s p r a n g  u p  w i th  th o se  p e o p le  w h o  
o b se rv e d  i t  m o st, v iz . th e  H in d u , a n d  c o u p le d  w i th  th e  fa c t  t h a t  i t  is  a  
n a t iv e  o f In d ia ,  a n d  S o u th  E a s te r n  A s ia , m a y  p e rh a p s , b e  t a k e n  
a s  a  h in t  to w a rd s  th e  so lu tio n  of th e  e m ig ra t io n  of th e  p l a n t  a n d  
i t s  sy m b o lism  f ro m  th e  E a s t  to  th e  ^Y est. T h e re  is a g a in  one p o in t  
w h ic h  th e  E g y p t ia n s  a n d  o th e r  W e s te rn  n a tio n s  do  n o t seem  to  h a v e  
n o tic e d . T h e y  do n o t  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  m a d e  a n y  d is t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  th o  
v i r tu e s  o f t h e  tw o  v a r ie t ie s  of th e  lo tu s , t h e  r e d  a n d  th e  w h ite ,  a s  w e

*  V id e  G e n . F o r l o n g s  “ R iv e r s  o f  L i f e ,”  v o l. I ,  p . 5 1 , a n d  P s a lm s  X X I X ,  10.

h a v e  in  I n d ia .  T h e  c o lo u red  is a sso c ia te d  in  th e  In d ia n  w r i t in g s  on  
sy m b o lo g y  w i th  e v e r y th in g  m a te r ia l .  T h e  fem a le  d e itie s  a re  a ll r e p r e ­
s e n te d  w i th  r e d  lo tu se s . R e d  lo tu ses , re d  flow ers a n d  f ru i ts ,  a n d  r e d  
a r t ic le s  in c lu d in g  th e  b lood, a re  o b je c ts  fit fo r th e  w o rsh ip  of th e  tam asic  
d e it ie s .

T h e  w h ite  co lo r, a sso c ia ted  as i t  is  w ith  th e  id e a  of p u r i ty ,  e n te r s  
la rg e ly  in to  th e  c o m p o s itio n  of a r tic le s  u se d  fo r  th e  w o rsh ip  o f S a tw ic , 
o r  b en efic  d e itie s . Y ish n u , S iv a  ( in  h is  q u ie sce n t s ta te )  a re  w o rsh ip p e d  
w i th  th e  w h ite  lo tu s . T h e  w h ite  lo tu s , th e re fo re , is  th e  sym bol of p u r i ty  
a n d  s p i r i tu a l  p ro g re s s , a n d  i t  w as d u e  to  no ch an ce  t h a t  one of th e  m o s t 
p re c io u s  a lle g o rie s  in  o u r  T h eo so p h ic a l l i te r a tu r e  w as  n am ed  a f te r  i t ; 
a nd , w h a t  is  m o re , th e  d a y  on  w h ic h  a  sou l le f t  th e  e a r th , w ho la b o re d  
so m u c h  fo r  th e  s p i r i tu a l  w e lfa re  of m a n k in d  a n d  th e  re su sc ita tio n  of th e  
a n c ie n t  w o r ld  re lig io n s .

S. E . G o p a l a c h a r l u .

A CATECHISM OF THE AR Y A  D H A R M A  OF GOUTAMA B U D D H A *

1. Q .— N a m e  a  P h ilo so p h y , n o w  in  e x is ten ce , w h ich  h a s  b e en  
p ro p a g a te d  b e y o n d  I n d ia n  d o c tr in e s  a k in  to  th e  S a n k h y a  a n d  Y o g a  
P h ilo so p h ie s  ?

A .— T h e  P h ilo so p h y  t a u g h t  b y  th e  B u d d h a .

2 . Q .— U n d e r  w h o m  d id  S a k y a  M u n i, b e fo re  h e  a t ta in e d  B u d d h a ­
hood, r e a d  th e  Y o g a  P h ilo so p h y  P

A .— U n d e r  th e  B ra h m in  P ro fe sso rs , R a m u p u tra  a n d  A lu rk a .

3. Q.— C a n  y o u  te l l  m e in  one w o rd  w h a t, a c c o rd in g  to  B u d d h a , 
is th e  S e c re t  o f H u m a n  m ise ry  ?

-4.— Ig n o ra n c e  (A vidya).

* E d i to r ’s N o te .— T h e  fo l lo w in g  l e t t e r  f r o m  M r. K r i s h n a m a  C h a r y a ,  o f  
P o n d ic h e r r y ,  e x p la in s  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  o b je c t  o f  h is  p r e s e n t  c o m p ila t io n .  A  B r a h m in  
h im s e l f ,  w h i le  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a p p r e c ia t iv e  o f  th e  B u d d h is t i c  s y s te m , h e  w is h e s  
t o  b r in g  o u t  t h e  i d e n t i t y  in  m a n y  r e s p e c t s  o f  th e  tw o  I n d ia n  r e l ig io u s  s c h o o ls — a  
l a b o r  o f  t h e  h ig h e s t  im p o r ta n c e .  H . R . H . P r in c e  D a m r o n g , o f  S ia m , a d v i s e d  M r. 
D l ia r m a p a l a  t h e  o t h e r  d a y ,  in  C a lc u t t a ,  t o  p o s tp o n e  t h e  a t t e m p t  to  p u r c h a s e  t h e  
B u d d h a  G a y a  s h r in e  u n t i l  h e  a n d  h is  c o l le a g u e s  h a d  “  p r e p a r e d  th e  w a y  f o r  t h e  
d is s e m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  m o r a l  t r u t h s  o f  B u d d h is m . U se  y o u r  e x e r t io n ,”  h e  s a id ,  “  t o  
p o p u la r i s e  t h e s e  m o r a l  t r u t h s  b e f o r e  g o in g  in t o  t h e  d e e p e r  m e ta p h y s ic s .  . . . B y
a l l  m e a n s  c a r r y  o n  y o u r  g o o d  w o rk , a n d  t r y  t o  w o rk  in  h a r m o n y  w i th  t h e  H in d u s .  
C o n c e n tr a te  i,tour e ffo r ts  o n  th e  d if fu s io n  o f  kn o w led g e , fo r  th a t  c o n s ti tu te s  B u d d h i s m .’* 
A  s a g a c io u s  P r in c e  is  t h i s :  w is e r  w o rd s  n o  P r in c e  h a s  s p o k e n .

P o n d i c h e r r y ,  4 th  M a rch  18 9 2 .
Dear Sir,— I  h e r e w i t h  s e n d  y o u  a  C a te c h i s m  o f  B u d d h is m  w h ic h  is  s im p ly  a  

c o m p i la t io n  f r o m  y o u r  w o rk  T h e  B u d d h is t  C a te c h i s m ,”  w i th  a  f e w  a d d i t io n s  o f  
m y  o w n  to  p o in t  o u t  t h e  r e s e m b la n c e s  b e tw e e n  B r a h m a n is m  a n d  B u d d h is m . I  h a v e  
a d o p te d  t h e  n a m e  A r y a  D h a r m a  a t  t h e  s u g g e s t io n  o f  o u r  f r i e n d  M r. D h a r m a p a la  
w h o  h a d  t h e  k in d n e s s  to  r e a d  a n d  a p p r o v e  o f  i t s  c o n te n ts .  T h e  w o rk  s h o u ld  b e  
p u b l i s h e d  o n ly  w i th  y o u r  f u l l  c o n s e n t  a n d  a p p r o v a l ,  a n d  n o t  o th e r w is e .

I  r e m a in ,
D e a r  S ir .

C o lo n e l O l c o t t , Y o u r s  f a i th f u l ly ,
S . T . K r is t n a m a  C h a r y  a *



4. Q .— Can you tell me the remedy ?

A .— To dispel Ignorance and become wise (Pragna).

5. Q .— W h y  does Ignorance cause suffering ?

A .— Because it makes us prize what is not worth prizing, grieve 

for what we should not grieve for, consider real what is not real but only 

illusionary, and spend our lives in the pursuit of worthless objects, neg­

lecting what is in reality most valuable.

6. Q .— A nd  what is that which is most valuable ?

A. To know the whole secret of man’s existence and destiny ; 

so that we may estimate at no more than their actual value this life 

and its relations, so that we may live in a way to ensure the greatest 

happiness and the least suffering for our fellow-men and ourselves.

7. Q. W hat  is the light that can dispel this ignorance of ours, 

remove all sorrows, and make us escape from rebirth ?

A .— The Knowledge of the Four Noble Truths, as Buddha 

called them.

8. Q .— Name the Four Noble Tiuths ?

A.— 1. The miseries of existence.

2. The cause productive of misery, which is the desire 

ever renewed, of satisfying one’s self without being able ever to secure 

the end.

3. The destruction of that desire, or the estranging of 

one’s self from it.

4. The means of obtaining this destruction of desire.

9. Q .— Tell me something that causes sorrow ?

A •— Birth, decay, illness, death, separation from objects we 

love, hating what cannot be avoided, craving for what cannot be 

obtained.

10. Q.— Are these individual peculiarities ?

A. Yes ; and they differ with each individual, but all men 

have them in some degree and suffer from them.

11. Q. H o w  can we escape the suffering which results from 

unsatisfied desire and ignorant cravings ?

A .— By complete conquest over and destruction of this eager 

thirst for life and its pleasures w'hich cause sorrow.

12. Q .— H o w  may we gain such a conquest ?

A — By following in the Noble Eight-fold Path which Buddha 

discovered and pointed out.

13. Q.— W h at  do you mean by that word ; what is this Noble 

Eight-fold Path ?

A .— 'The E ig h t p a r ts  of th is  P a th  a re  called  Avgas, th ey  are  :
1. R ig h t  B e lie f.
2. R i g h t  T h o u g h t.

3. R ig h t  S p eech .
4. R ig h t  A c tio n -
5. R ig h t  M ean s  of L iv e lih o o d .
6 . R ig h t  E x e r tio n .
7. R ig h t  R e m e m b ra n c e .
8 . R ig h t  M e d ita tio n .

T h e  m a n  w h o  k e e p s  th e s e  A n g a s  in  m in d  a n d  fo llow s th e m  w ill b e  
f re e  fro m  so rro w  a n d  u l tim a te ly  re a c h  S a lv a tio n .

14. Q .— C a n  y o u  g iv e  a  b e t t e r  w o rd  fo r  S a lv a t io n  ?

A .— Y es, E m a n c ip a tio n .

15. Q.— E m a n c ip a tio n , th e n , f ro m  w h a t ?

A .— E m a n c ip a tio n  fro m  th e  m ise rie s  o f e x is ten ce  a n d  of r e ­
b ir th s ,  a ll  of w h ic h  a re  d u e  to  Ig n o ra n c e  an d  im p u re  lu s ts  a n d  c ra v in g s .

16. Q.— A n d  w h e n  th is  S a lv a tio n , o r E m a n c ip a tio n , is  a t ta in e d  
w h a t  do w e re a c h  ?

A .— N irv a n a .

17. Q .— W T iat is  N i rv a n a  ?

A .— A  c o n d itio n  o f to ta l  c e s sa tio n  of c h a n g e s , o f p e r fe c t  r e s t ,  
of th e  ab sen ce  of d e s ire  a n d  illu s io n  a n d  so rro w , o f th e  to ta l  o b l i t e r a ­
tio n  of e v e ry th in g  t h a t  goes to  m ak e  u p  th e  p h y s ic a l m an . A  s ta te  im p e r ­
fe c tly  d e sc rib e d  a s  A sa n k ka ta , i. e., n o t  su b je c t to  th e  law  of c a u s a lity , 
a n d  fu l ly  c o m p re h e n s ib le  to  th e  d e v e lo p ed  in tu i t io n  of th e  A r a h a t  
o n ly . B e fo re  r e a c h in g  N irv a n a  m a n  is  c o n s ta n tly  b e in g  re b o rn , fo r  h e  
h a s  n o t  r i d  h im s e lf  o f a ll  th o s e  p r in c ip le s  (e le m e n ts )  w h ic h  g iv e  
h im  th e  p o te n t ia l i ty  o f r e - b i r th  in  a  p h y s ic a l body .

18. Q :— W lia t  c au ses  u s  to  b e  re b o rn  ?

A .— T h e  u n sa tis f ie d  d e s ire  (T r ish n a )  fo r  th in g s  t h a t  b e lo n g  to  
th e  s ta te  of p e rso n a l  e x is te n c e  in  th e  m a te r ia l  w o rld . T h is  u n q u e n c h e d  
t h i r s t  fo r  p h y s ic a l  e x is te n c e  (T h a ra )  is  a  p o w e r i ts e l f  so s tro n g  t h a t  i t  
d ra w s  th e  b e in g  b a c k  in to  m u n d a n e  life .

19. Q .— A re  o u r  r e b i r th s  in  a n y  w ay  a ffec ted  b y  th e  n a tu r e  of 
o u r  u n sa tis f ie d  d e s ire  ?

A .— Y es, a n d  b y  o u r  in d iv id u a l  m e r i ts  o r  d e m e rits .

20. Q .— D o es o u r  m e r i t  o r  d e m e r it  co n tro l th e  s ta te ,  c o n d itio n  o r  
fo rm  in  w h ic h  w e s h a l l  b e  re b o rn  ?

A .— I t  does. T h e  b ro a d  ru le  is  t h a t  i f  w e  h a v e  excess of m e r i t ,  
w e  sh a ll  be  w e ll a n d  h a p p ily  b o rn  th e  n e x t  t im e ;  i f  a n  ex cess of d e m e r it ,  
o u r  n e x t  b i r th  w ill  b e  w re tc h e d  a n d  fu l l  of su ffe rin g .

21. Q .— I s  t h i s  D o c tr in e  su p p o r te d  o r d e n ie d  b y  th e  te a c h in g  of 
m o d e rn  S c ien ce  P

A .— I t  is  in  re c o n c ilia tio n  w ith  S c ie n c e ; s in ce  i t  is  th e  
D o c tr in e  of c au se  a n d  effect. S c ien ce  te a c h e s  t h a t  m a n  is th e  r e s u l t  
o f  a  la w  of d e v e lo p m e n t fro m  a n  im p e r fe c t  a n d  lo w e r to  a  h ig h e r  a n d  
p e r fe c t  co n d itio n .



22. Q.— W h a t  is  t h i s  D o c tr in e  of S c ien ce  c a lle d  ?
A .— E v o lu tio n .

23 . Q .— H a s  n o t  th e  B u d d h a  su m m ed  u p  h is  w h o le  te a c h in g  in  

one S u t ta  o r  V e rs e  ?
il.— Yes.

24. Q .— R e p e a t  i t  r
A .— Sabbapsapa sa karana m .

K u s a la s a u p a s a m p a d a .
S a c h it ta p a r iy o d a p a n a m .
E ta m  B u d d h a n u sa sa n a m .
“ T o  cease  f ro m  a ll  sin .
T o  c u lt iv a te  a ll  t h a t  is  good.
T o  c lean se  o n e ’s o w n  h e a r t .
T h is  is th e  a d v ic e  of th e  B u d d h a s . ”

25. Q— D o th e s e  p re c e p ts  sh e w  t h a t  B u d d h ism  is a n  a c tiv e  o r  a  

p a s s iv e  re lig io n  ?
A .— T o cease  f ro m  s in  m a y  b e  c a lle d  a  p a ss iv e , b u t  to  g e t  

v i r tu e  a n d  to  c lean se  o n e ’s o w n  h e a r t ,  a re  a l to g e th e r  active  q u a li t ie s .—  
B u d d h a  t a u g h t  t h a t  w e  sh o u ld  n o t  m e re ly  a b s ta in  f ro m  ev il, b u t  t h a t  
w e  s h o u ld  be 'positively  good .

2 0  Q.— W h o  o r  wrh a t  a r e  th e  “ T h re e  G u id e s1’ t h a t  a  B u d d h is t  is

su p p o se d  to  fo llo w  P
A ._T h e y  a re  d isc lo sed  in  th e  fo rm u la  c a lle d  th e  T is a ra n a .

“  I  fo llo w  B u d d h a  a s  m y  g u id e .— I  fo llo w  th e  D h a rm a  as m y  g u id e .— I
fo llo w  th e  O rd e r  of th e  B le s se d  O nes a s  m y  g u id e . ”

0 7 . Q ,— W h a t  does h e  m e a n  w h e n  r e p e a tin g  th is  fo rm u la  ?

A ._H e  m e a n s  t h a t  h e  re g a rd s  th e  L o rd  B u d d h a  as h is  A l l ­
w ise  T e a c h e r ,_F r ie n d , a n d  E x e m p la r ,  th e  L o w e r D o c tr in e ,  as c o n ta in in g
th e  e s s e n t ia l  a n d  im m u ta b le  p r in c ip le s  of J u s t ic e  a n d  T r u th  a n d  th e  
P a t h  t h a t  le a d s  to  th e  su m m itm  b o n u m ; a n d  th e  O r d e r  a s  th e  te a c h e r s  
a n d  e x p o u n d e rs  of th e  e x c e lle n t  L a w  re v e a le d  b y  B u d d h a .

28. Q.__B u t  a re  n o t  m a n y  of th e  M e m b ers  of th is  “ O rd e r ,’’ m e n
in te l le c tu a l ly  a n d  m o ra l ly  in fe r io r  to  o u rse lv e s  ?

A .__Y es, b u t  w e a r e  t a u g h t  b y  B u d d h a  t h a t  o n ly  th o se  w h o
d i l ig e n t ly  a t te n d  to  th e  p re c e p ts ,  d isc ip lin e  t h e i r  m in d s  a n d  s t r iv e  to  
a t t a in  o r  h a v e  a t t a in e d  th e  e ig h t  s ta g e s  of h o lin e ss  a n d  p e rfe c tio n , 
c o n s t i tu te  h is  “ O rd e r” .— I t  is  e x p re ss ly  s ta te d  t h a t  th e  O rd e r  r e f e r r e d  
to  in  th e  “ T is a r a n a ” r e f e r s  to  th e  “ A t th a  A r iy a  P u g g a la ”— N o b le  
I n d iv id u a ls  w h o  h a v e  a t t a in e d  th e  e ig h t  s ta g e s  of p e rfe c tio n .— T h e  
m e re  w e a r in g  of y e llo w  ro b e s , o r  o rd in a tio n , does no t  m a k e  a  m a n  p u re ,  

w ise  o r  e n ti t le d  to  re v e re n c e .

29. Q.— W h a t  a re  th e  five o b se rv an c e s  o r  p re c e p ts  c a lled  P a n c h a  
S i l a  im p o se d  on  th e  l a i ty  in  g e n e ra l  ?

A .— T h e y  a re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  fo rm u la  w h ich  a  l a y ­
m a n  re p e a ts  a t  th e  V il ia ra s  ( te m p le s ) .

1 . I  o b se rv e  th e  p re c e p t  to  r e f r a in  f ro m  d e s tro y in g  o r  in ju r in g  

th e  life  of a n y  b e in g .
2 . I  o b se rv e  th e  p re c e p t  to  r e f r a in  f ro m  u n la w fu l  se x u a l i n te r ­

co u rse .
3 . I  o b se rv e  th e  p re c e p t  to  r e f r a in  fro m  s te a lin g .

4 . I  o b se rv e  th e  p re c e p t  to  r e f r a in  fro m  fa lseh o o d , s la n d e r  a n d  

id le  ta lk .
5 . I  o b se rv e  th e  p re c e p t  to  a b s ta in  f ro m  u s in g  alcoholic d r in k s .

30. Q.— W h a t  b en efit does a  la y m a n  d e r iv e  fro m  th e  o b se rv an ce  of 

th e s e  p re c e p ts  ?
A .— H e  is  s a id  to  re q u ire  m o re  o r  less m e r i t  a cc o rd in g  to  th e  

m a n n e r  a n d  t im e  of o b se rv in g  th e  p re c e p ts  a n d  th e  n u m b e r  of th o se  h e  
o b se rv e s— T h a t  is, if  h e  o b se rv es o n ly  one p re c e p t, v io la t in g  th e  other 
fo u r, h e  r e q u ir e s  th e  m e r i t  of th e  o b se rv an c e  of t h a t  p re c e p t on ly , a n d  
th e  lo n g e r  he  k e e p s  a ll  th e  p re c e p ts  in v io la te , th e  m o re  w ill he  c au se  
h im s e lf  to  h a v e  a  h ig h e r  a n d  h a p p ie r  e x is te n c e  h e re a f te r .

31. Q .— A re  th e r e  a n y  o th e r  o b se rv an c e s  w h ic h  i t  is c o n s id e re d  
m e r i to r io u s  fo r  th e  la i ty  to  u n d e r ta k e  v o lu n ta r i ly  to  k e ep  ?

— Y es. A t th a n g a  S ila , o r th e  “ E ig h tfo ld  P re c e p ts ” e m b ra ce s  
th e  five a b o v e  e n u m e ra te d  o m itt in g  th e  w o rd  ‘ u n la w fu l’ in  th e  th i r d ,  

w i th  th r e e  a d d it io n a l ,  v iz  :—

I  o b se rv e  th e  p re c e p t  to  a b s ta in  f ro m  e a t in g  a f te r  th e  su n  goes 

d o w n  b e lo w  th e  m e r id ia n .

I  o b se rv e  th e  p re c e p t  to  a b s ta in  f ro m  d a n c in g , s in g in g  a n d  u n ­
b e co m in g  show s, a n d  fro m  th e  use  of g a r la n d s ,  sc e n ts , p e rfu m e s, co sm e­

tic s , o in tm e n ts  o r  o rn a m e n ts .

I  o b se rv e  th e  p re c e p t  to  a b s ta in  f ro m  u s in g  h ig h , b ro a d  a n d  lu x u ­
r io u s  b e d s .— T o th e  ab ove  a re  a d d e d  tw o  o th e r— m a k in g  u p  th e  D a sa  
S ila  o r  th e  u T e n fo ld  O b lig a tio n  of a  c a n d id a te  to  a  h ig h e r  life .”

I  o b se rv e  th e  p re c e p t  to  a b s ta in  fro m  d a n c in g , s in g in g  a n d  u n b e co m in g  

show s.
I  o b se rv e  th e  p re c e p t  to  a b s ta in  f ro m  ta k in g  g o ld  a n d  silv e r.

T h e  w h o le  D a s a  S ila  is  b in d in g  on  a ll  B ik sh u s , S a m a n e ra s  o r  N o v i­
t ia te s ,  b u t  o p tio n a l  w i th  la y  devo tees.

32. Q .— A re  th e r e  s e p a ra te  R u le s  a n d  P re c e p ts  fo r  th e  g u id a n c e  

o r  d isc ip lin e  of th e  O rd e r  ?

A .— Y e s :  th e r e  a re  m an y , b u t  a ll com e u n d e r  th e  fo llo w in g  

fo u r  h e ad s .
P r in c ip a l  D is c ip lin a ry  R u le s .
P a t im o k k h a  S a m a ra  S ila .
O b se rv a n c e  fo r  th e  re p re ss io n  of senses.
I n d r iy a  S a m a ra  S ila .
R e g u la t io n s  fo r  ju s t ly  p ro c u rin g  a n d  u s in g  food, d ie t, rob es, &c. (P ag-

gay a S  a n n issitu  S i la ) .



Directions for leading an unblemished life, (Ajivapari Suddha S ila ).
33. Q.— Enumerate some crimes and offences that Bhikshns are 

particularly prohibited from committing ?

A .— The Bhikshus ought to abstain from destroying the life

of beings.

Stealing.

Sexual intercourse.

Falsehood.

The use of intoxicating liquors and eating at unseasonable times.

Dancing, singing and unbecoming shows, using garlands, scents, 

perfumes, &c.

Using high and broad beds.

Receiving presents gold, silver, raw grain and meat, women and 

maiden slaves, cattle, elephants, &c.

Defaming.

Using harsh and reproachful language.

Idle talk.

Reading and hearing fabulous stories and tales.

Carrying messages to and from laymen.

Buying and selling.

Cheating, bribing, deception and fraud.

Imprisoning, plundering, threatening others, and from the practice 

of certain specific magical arts and sciences, etc., etc.

34. Q.— In what books is written all the most excellent wisdom 

of Buddha’s teachings ?

A .— In the three collections of books called Tripitakas.

35. Q.—What are the names of the three Pitakas or groups of 

books ?

A .— The Vinaya Pitaka, the Sutta Pitaka and the Abidham- 

ma Pitaka.

36. Q.—What do they respectively contain ?

A.— The first contains descriptive rules for the government 

of Bhikshus, the second contains instructions and discourses for the? 

laity, the third explains-the metaphysics of the Dharma.

37. Q.—Does Buddhism teach the immortality of the soul ?

A.— It considers u Soul” to be a word used by the ignorant to 

express a false idea. If every thing is subject to change then man is 

included and every material part of him must change. That which is 

subject to change is not permanent, so there can be no immortal 

survival of a changeful thing.

38. Q.—If the “ idea of the human soul” is to be rejected, what is 

that in man which gives him the impression of. having a permanent 

personality ?

A — Trishna or the unsatisfied desire for existence.—A  being 

having done that for which he must be rewarded or punished in future, 

and having Trishna will have a re-birth through the influence of Karma.

39. Q.—What is that which is born ? .

A.—A  new aggregation of Skandhas or personality caused by 

the last yearnings of the dying person.

40. Q.— How many Skandhas are there ?

A.— Five.

41. Q.— Name the five Skandhas ?

A.— Rupa, Yedana, Sanna, Sankhara, and Yinana.

42. Q.— Briefly explain what they are ?

A .— Rupa, material qualities ; Yedana, sensation ; Sanna, ab­

stract ideas ; Sankhara, tendencies of mind ; Yinana, mental powers ; of 

these we are formed, by them we are conscious of existence and through 

them communication with worlds about us is possible.

43. Q.— To what cause must we attribute the differences in the 

combination of the Five Skandhas which make every individual differ 

from every other individual ?

A .— To the Karma of the Individual in the next preceding

birth.

44. Q.— What is the force or energy that is at work under the guid­

ance of Karma to produce the new being ?

A .— Tanha— the will to live.

45. Q.— Upon what is the doctrine of re-birth founded ?

A.— Upon the perception that perfect justice, equilibrium and 

adjustment are inherent in the Universal law of nature. There is no 

perfect justification to believe that one life, even though it were extended 

to one hundred or five hundred years, is long enough for the reward or 

punishment of a man’s deeds. The great circle of re-birth will be more 

or less quickly run through according to the preponderating purity of 

the several lives of tlie individuals.

46. Q .— Is this new aggregation or Skandhas, this personality, the 

same being as that in a previous birth whose Tanlias brought it into 

existence ?

A .— In one sense it is a new being, in another it is not. During 

this life the Skandhas are constantly changing and while the man A. B. 

of forty is identical as regards personality, with the youth A. B. 

of eighteen, yet by the continual waste separation of his body, and 

change of mind and character he is a different being. Nevertheless, as 

the man in his old age, justly reaps the reward or suffering consequent 

upon his thoughts and actions at every previous stage of his life, so the 

new being of rebirth being the same individuality as before, with but a 

changcd form or new aggregation of Skandhas, justly reaps the conse- 

quenecs of his actions and thoughts in his previous cxistcncc.



47. Q.—But the aged man remembers the incidents of his 

youth despite his being physicaHy and mentally changed; why, then, is 

not the recollection of his past life brought over by him from his last 

birth into the present birth ?

A .— Because memory is included within the Skandhas and, 

the Skandhas having changed, the new reincarnation, a new memory 

the record of that particular existence, developes.—Yet the record of all 

the past lives survives, for, when Sakya Muni became Buddha, the se­

quence of his previous birth, was seen by him.— If their several in­

cidents had left no trace behind this could not have been so, as there 

ŵ ould have been nothing for him to see. And the Yogi who attains to 

the fourth state of Dhyana can thus retrospectively trace the line of 

his lives.

48. Q.— What is the ultimate point towards which tend all these 

series of changes in form ?

A .— Nirvana.

49. Q.— What is the discourse of Buddha at Isipatnam called ?

A .— The Dhammacakka-ppavattana Sutta which is the dis­

course on the Promulgation of the Law which rules the Universe.

50. Q.— What subjects were treated by him in this Doctrine ?

A .— The Four Great Truths” and the u Noble Eight-fold

Path.”

51. Q.— Do they accept the theory that everything lias been form­

ed out of nothing by a Creator ?

A .— Buddha taught that two things are eternal, viz : Akasa, 

and Nirvana ; every thing has come out of Akasa in obedience to the 

law of motion inherent in it, and after a certain existence passes away. 

Nothing ever came out of nothing. They do not believe in miracles : 

hence they deny creation and cannot conceive of a creation out of 

nothing.—According to them Eternal Matter is Akasa.

52. Q.— How many people are there supposed to be living on the 

earth ?

A .— About One thousand and three hundred millions.

53. Q .— Of these how many are Buddhists ?

A .— About Five hundred millions— not quite half.

54. Q.— Is the Religion of so large a portion of Humanity neces­

sarily opposed to Brahminism ?

A .— Certainly not. The foremost disciples of Buddha were 

all Brahmans, Moggalayana, Sariputra, Kasyapa and a host of others.

55. Q.— Can you quote some passages from any writings now 

extant which teach respect towards Brahmanas ?

A.— The Buddhist Scriptures teach that Brahmins ought to 

be respected, as in the following Stanzas :

“ Do not violence to a Brahman,

But neither let him fly at his aggressor,

Woe to him who strikes a Brahman,

More woe to him who strikes the striker.”

The laymen and those devoted to Religion are commanded to 

minister to the Brahmins and other mendicants.— Again the edicts of 

Asoka strictly inculcate reverence towards Brahmins as one of the things 

to be observed by the laity.

56. Q.— Is Buddhism opposed to the system of caste ?

A .— No. The early disciples of the Buddhist church were 

careful to note down their respective castes.

57. Q.— Can you point out any passage to prove that Buddha 

was not opposed to the caste system ?

A.— We are told in the Lalita Vistara that Bodhisatwas are 

born only in the castes of Brahmanas and Kshatriyas and never born in 

low castes such as Chandala, or any one born by a Sudra female.

58. Q.— Can you point out from the life of Buddha as a Bhikshu, 

that he strictly conformed to the rules laid down by the Darma Sastras 

for the members of the Fourth order ?

A .— W e are told that he observed the rites of Chaturmassya San­

kalpa. As laid down during the eight dry months of the year he went

about from place to place. During the four rainy months he would re­

main in one place giving special instructions to his followers.

59. Q.— Do the Bhikshus observe this custom ?

A .—Yes, all do.

60. Q.— Can you point out that some of teachings of Buddha 

are mere reproductions of Hindu Philosophy P

A.—Yes,' a great many ofthe Buddha’s teachings are borrowed 

from Hindu Philosophy.

61. Q .— Give us a few examples ?

A.— In his discourse at Isipatnam he is said to have discovered 

the Four Noble Truths which are no other than the Chatur Vyuha of 

the Yoga Philosophy.

62. Q .— What is meant by Chatur Vyuha ?

A .— The Chatur Vyuha or the “ Four-fold Collection” is :

1. Samsara or miseries of existence.

2. The cause productive of misery.

3. Moksha or destruction of the cause productive of

misery, and,

4. Tlie means of obtaining this Moksha or the destruction

of misery.



63. Q.— W h a t is th e  S a n sk r it  te rm  fo r E ig h t-fo ld  P a th  ?
A .— T he S a n sk r it  w ord  is Ashtanga Yoga w h ich  w ord  occurs in  

Y oga S as tra s .

64. Q.— W h a t accord ing  to  Y oga S a s tra s  is th e  cause of hum an  
m isery  ?

A .— A vidya o r Ignorance .

65. Q.— W h a t is A v idya o r Ig n o ran ce .?
A .— A  false notion  of th in k in g  :

1. W h a t is no t e te rn a l to be e te rna l.
2. W h a t is no t p u re  to  be pure.
3. W h a t is no t h ap p y  to  be happy .
4. W h a t is  n o t soul to  be soul.

66. ' Q.— C an you te ll m e th e  rem edy ?

A .— To d ispe l Igno rance  and  become w ise.

67. Q.— W h a t is th e  nam e given  to  th is  D octrine  in  th e  Y oga 
P h ilo so p h y  ?

A .— T he C h a tu r  Y y u h a  w as called  by  B uddha, C h a tu r  A ry a  
‘ S a ty a  o r th e  “ F o u r .Noble T ru th s .”

68.— Q„— C an you  give a  S a n sk r it  O rig in  o f  th e  F ive  S kandhas ?
A .— Y es, in  th e  U p an ish ad s a p h ra se  occurs— “ P an ch a  P unchaya-

n a  and  A k a s h a a re  sea ted  in  G od.” T he p h ra se  ‘P an ch a  P u n ch ay an a ,’ w as 
t r a n s la te d  by  th e  S an k h y as  as ‘ five tim es’ o r ‘ th e  tw en ty -fif th  e n ti ty ’ o r 
th e  Soul. A ccord ing  to  th e  Y edan tin s , th e  p h ra se  m eans th e  4 five 
a n d  th e  five-fold com posite.’— In  th e  S a n sk r it L an g u ag e  th e  Soul is c a ll­
ed  :P anchayana  o r th e  ‘ five-fold com posite,’ w h ich  is ce rta in ly  th e  o rig in  
ofi th e  five S kandhas.

69. Q. Can you te ll m e th e  Forces w h ich  p lay  an  im p o rtan t p a r t  
in  th e  tra n sm ig ra tio n  of souls P

A. Y es, th e  F orces a re  th ree  in  n u m b er ; th e y  are  accord ing  to  
th e  U p an ish ad  :

1. A vidya.
2. K arm a.
3. T rishna .

S. T. K rlstnama C harya.
(To be continued.)

SPIR ITU A LISM  IN  ITS RELATIO N  TO TH EOSO PH Y .*

(F ro m  Theosophical Siftings.)
N othing extenuate, nor set down augh t in  malice.

Y O U  w ill see, by  th e  m o tto  I  have chosen fo r th is  paper, th a t  I  sha ll 
endeavour, in  t r e a t in g  of th is  subject, to  be fa ir  to  a ll sides. A nd 

I  lay  p a rtic u la r  s tre ss  upon th is  because I  know  first, how  beset w ith  
difficulties th e  sub jec t is in  itself, and  secondly, because I  m yself stan d

* A paper read before the Blavatsky Lodge of the Theosophical Society.

in a peculiar relation towards it. This relation has one great advantage 

attached to it and one equally great disadvantage. The advantage, as 

all my Spiritualist friends (and I hope there are some here to-night) 

very well know, is that having been for about five years officially con­

nected with the National Association of Spiritualists, as the chief Society 

was then called, and for some four or five years before that intimately 

associated with some of the leaders of the movement, I had ample opportu­

nities both of investigating its phenomena during what I may call its 

most phenomenal stage, and of observing its influence on those who prac­

tised it; and also the tendency of its teachings on the minds of those 

who tried to get at the force behind the phenomena, and to explain 

those phenomena by means of evidence culled from all parts of the 

world. These I call advantages.

Mv disadvantage may be considered by some to; lie in the fact that, 

being now no longer in sympathy with all the explanations accepted 

by my Spiritualist friends, I may be a little inclined (though I have 

always carefully guarded against that position.) to underrate the reason­

ing which seems to them, and once seemed to me, to be so cogent and 

all-sufficient to meet the difficulties of the case.

I must apologize for speaking so* much of myself, but to those who 

do not know me, I think it better to justify my attitude towards this 

subject, and to account to them for what may seem a bold step in 

taking, it up at all. I want them to understand that I am not speaking 

from hearsay or from second-hand information, but from* actual know­

ledge founded on personal experience and personal contact with the 

facts and individuals concerned. I also want,, if possible, to point out 

some things which seem to- me to be unnecessarily dividing two classes 

of students wlio ought to join hands in a more friendly manner than 

they do at present, for I think the division between them is a good deal 

owing to a mutual misunderstanding of each other’s position. There 

is much in common between Spiritualists aud Theosophists, and I 

don’t see why there should be now any antagonism between them.

In stating wrhat I hold to be the truth about the whole matter, I 

shall doubtless (and unavoidably) say some things distasteful to both 

sides—but to heal a wound you must probe it to the core, in order to 

remove any matter which is an obstacle ta healthy growth.. I hope 

that I shall not give any unnecessary pain, and I hope that at the con­

clusion of my paper onr Spiritualist friends, should there be any here 

present, will speak their minds freely and criticize my remarks on this 

important subject.

Now, on first coming face to face with the phenomena of Spiritual­

ism, the effect they are likely to produce on the mind depends greatly 

on the experience that lies behind the investigator. In this paper I 

shall assume that he is honest himself and has to- deal only with honest 

and honourable persons, and that the facts before him are real, and not 

fraudulent. The case of fraud or otherwise in mediumship is not



before us to-night; it is an unsavoury subject and need not here be 

considered. All that we need postulate is that the same care and 

caution are brought to the investigation as would be brought by any 

earnest student to experiments and research into other natural (so- 

called) physical phenomena— perhaps rather more. Take a man of 

trained mind— Mr. William Crookes, for example. After a sufficient 

number of trials under the strictest test conditions, electrical tests and 

others devised by himself, the seances being held in his own house, he 

was forced to the conclusion, which he nobly maintained in face of the 

ridicule of the Scientific Society of which he was even then the greatest 

ornament, that there is at work a force not hitherto taken into account 

by the world of Science at large (modern Science, of course) to which 

he gave the name of Psychic Force, governed by an intelligence, 

though he gives no opinion as to its nature. To this position I believe 

he still holds ; publicly at least he has never gone back from it.

I pass over such fugitive experiments as those made by Professor 

Lankester and Dr. Donkin, which led to the celebrated Slade trial, 

which trial resulted, from the nature of the evidence given, in a com­

plete victory for Spiritualism. Among the followers of Crookes was 

Serjeant Cox, founder of the Psychological Society, which died with 

him and was revived in the Society for Psychical Research, of which 

no more need be said.

But there were others, men of equally trained minds, of European 

celebrity, who could not rest in this hypothesis, but found themselves 

constrained to connect these phenomena with intelligences independ­

ent of the medium, basing their conclusions equally on long expe­

riment and research, and pursuing the subject with equal earnest­

ness. Among these were Mr. Alfred Russell Wallace, Mr. Cromwell 

Varle^, F. R. k5., Dr. Pertv, Professor of Natural Science at the Univer­

sity of Berne ; Prof. Hoffmann, of the Wurzburg University ; Dr. But­

lerof, Professor of Chemistry at St. Petersburg; Prof. Zollner, of 

Leipsig, author of Tra?iscendental P hysics; Camille Fiammarion, Astrono­

mer Royal of France ; Professors Hare and Mapes, of the United States, 

and nambers of others. All these were driven to accept the theory 

generally understood as Spiritual,” as the only one which covered the 

facts with which they had become familiar.

I do not now stop to consider the third class of believers, namely, 

the great mass of Spiritualists par excellence— not that I think their 

evidence unworthy of acceptance, but because I am concerned to-night 

more with classifying theories than with bringing forward indivi­

dual witnesses. Their testimony may be found in innumerable writ­

ings. Among the best are those of Mr. W . Stainton Moses, on Psycho- 

graphy, or direct writing ; Mr. Epes Sargent, a retired schoolmaster of 

Boston; Mr. Wm . Howitt, Mr. S. C. Hall, Mrs. de Morgan, whose book, 

F iom  M atter to Spirit, published in 1863 and now out of print, opens 

with a preface by her husband, sometime President of the Mathematical

Society of London, and a recent work by Florence Marryat, entitled. 

u There is no Death” ; also in the pages of the Spiritualist newspaper 

and of the Spiritua l M agazine,

The names I have mentioned are sufficient guarantee that the 

Spiritualist theory was not adopted merely by the ignorant, the un­

intellectual, or the untrained; still there were some among them those 

who, not being altogether satisfied as to the source of the phenomena, and 

being scandalized, or, rather, saddened by the low-class character of 

certain manifestations, and the deterioration of character among public 

mediums, began to look around for some new light on the whole sub­

ject, and were thus ready to welcome the doctrine which was soon to 

be given to the world. For it is a matter of history that the Theo- 

sophical Society drew the chief of its first adherents from the ranks 

of Spiritualism. In New York Colonel Olcott, the author of 4i People from 

the other World/’ and widely known as a pronounced Spiritualist, was 

chosen, doubtless, by “ those who know,” to be one of the founders and 

the President of the whole Society; Mr. A. E. Newton, at that time 

President of the Spiritualist Society of New York, was also one of the 

original members of the Theosophical Society; likewise Mr. C. C. 

Massey, and, for a time, Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten. In England, 

four out of five of the original group were members of the British 

National Association of Spiritualists, as well as the first two presidents, 

Mr. C. C. Massey and Dr. George Wyld. During the first year of its 

existence, the English. Theosophical Society continued to be recruited 

almost entirely, if not solely, from the Spiritualist ranks (Mrs. Edwin 

Ellis, Madame de Steiger, Miss Arundale are names which occur to me 

at this moment). After that time the outside world began to make 

enquiry and to join the Theosophical movement.

The reason for this is not far to seek, for there can be no doubt 

that Spiritualists, in consequence of their familiarity with the phe­

nomena so largely commented on in Isis Unveiled, brought to the study 

of occult matters a certain preparedness of mind for the reception of 

the new teaching ; while the materialist, on the other hand, had many 

a hard nut to crack before he could admit the reality of the marvels of 

Theosophy. But in the majority of instances a contrary effect was 

produced among Spiritualists, and for reasons which I will try to show.

H. P. Blavatsky had, by the publication of her great work, “ Isis 

Unveiled,” driven, as it were, a wedge into the very heart of the Spiri­

tualist movement, by which it was split into two opposing camps. 

There were those who had either never been satisfied or were b e a i n n m o *o O
to be dissatisfied with the Spiritualist theory of the return of their 

departed friends ; the extraordinary development of the “ mate­

rializations”—first, hands only, then faces and heads, lastly, the full 

forms, such as those of “ Katie King,” so amply attested by Mr. 

Crookes, the u Lenore ’ of Miss Showers and others, in England, not 

to speak of the countless mediums in the United States—this develop-



n ie n t liad  re a d ie d  its  cu lm ina tion  in  th e  hom e of th e  E ddy  B ro th e rs  in  
V e rm o n t, w here M adam e B lav a tsk y  firs t m et w ith  Colonel O lcott, as 
re la te d  in  h is book above m entioned. To h im  w as firs t g iven th e  e x ­
p la n a tio n  th a t  th e  beings ac tin g  beh in d  these  m asks w ere  indeed  
u peop le  from  a n o th e r w o rld ,” b u t th a t  th e y  w ere  by  no m eans th o se  
w hom  th e y  rep re sen ted  them selves to  be. T hey  w ere b u t th e  K am a- 
ru p ic  d regs, o r cast-off low er p rinc ip les  of fo rm er m en and  w om en, 
h e lp e d  by  ce rta in  e lem en ta ls  to  u tilize  th e  v ita l forces of th e  m edium , 
m asq u erad in g  as th e  p e rso n a litie s  of such d e p a rted  frien d s as th e  
persons ass is tin g  a t  th e  seances d esired  to  invoke. T h is  w as p ro v ed  to  
C olonel O lcott b y  th e  fa c t th a t  from  th e  m om ent M adam e B lav a tsk y  
a p p e a re d  on th e  scene, th e  so-called “ s p ir i ts ” of Cossacks, K a lm u ck s  
a n d  various R u ssian  o r T a r ta r  tr ib e s  likew ise ap p ea red  in  a ll th e  
b ra v e ry  of th e ir  n a tio n a l costum es, too co rrec t an d  too e x tra o rd in a ry  
to  h av e  been con ju red  u p  b y  th e  im ag ina tion  of th e  fa rm e r’s w ife  an d  
h e r  sons a t  C h ittenden . M adam e B lav a tsk y  also exp la ined  to h im  th a t  
she  h a d  b y  h e r  know ledge of th e  forces a t  w ork , and  by  th e  exerc ise  of 
h e r  w ill-pow er th a t  c e r ta in  sp ir its  shou ld  ap p ea r, ac tu a lly  caused th e i r  
ap p ea ran ce , and  th a t  m an y  o th e r  persons unconsciously b rin g  a b o u t 
t h a t  w h ich  she h ad  consciously  perfo rm ed . Once th i s  th eo ry  w as m ade  
know n, i t  ac ted  as a  s p a rk  to  a t r a in  of gunpow der. Those w ho could 
n o t see its  reasonableness, n o r  how  com pletely  i t  fitted  th e  fac ts  th a t  
la y  so p len tifu lly  to  han d , an d  to  w h ich  no fo rm er exp lan a tio n  h a d  
ev e r fu lly  sufficed, w ere ro u sed  to  fu rious an g e r a g a in s t one w ho cam e 
am o n g s t th em  as a s tra n g e r , w ith  h e r  n ew -fang led  teach ings ab o u t 
m ask s  an d  shells and  fa lse  personalities , ro b b in g  th e m  of th e ir  c h e r ish ­
ed  beliefs and  th e  hopes th e y  h ad  founded  on too insecure  a basis. T h e  
m o th e rs  w ho believed th e i r  l i t t le  ones to  be w a itin g  fo r th e ir  a r r iv a l in 
th e  S um m erland , and  th a t  th e y  cam e ra p p in g  ro u n d  on th e  tab les and  
ch a irs  in  th e  hom e-circle, d e a r  and  fa m ilia r  as ever, to ld  H . P . B. th a t  
no w om an w ould ever believe in  her. S p ir itu a lis tic  p rofessors scoffed 
a t  h e r  as a p layed-ou t m ed ium , th ey  w ould  have  none of her. T he c la ­
m o u r a n d  d iscussion th a t  w ere  ra ised  now  seem  incred ib le , and  from  th a t  
m o m en t to  th is  th e i r  echoes have n ev e r d ied  aw ay . T he w ise w ere 
th a n k fu l  th a t  th e  d an g e rs  a tte n d a n t on m ed ium sh ip  w ere po in ted  o u t to  
th em , a n d  even those  w ho persevered  in  its  developm en t learned  to  be 
m ore cau tious, b u t d id  n o t an y  th e  m ore acknow ledge th e i r  indeb tedness 
to  T heosophic e x p la n a tio n s ; th ey  h ad  learned , th e y  said, from  th e ir  own 
experience , w h ich  w as p a r t ly  tru e .

I  m u s t ad m it th a t  th e re  is some excuse to  be m ade  fo r these  people. 
I t  is an noy ing  w hen  you  th in k  you h av e  m ade a new  d iscovery— and  i t  
was n ew  o r h ad  a  new  aw ak en in g  as a  sy s tem a tic  developm ent in  th e  
W e s t fro m  th e  tim e  of th e  R o ch este r rap p in g s  and  th e  experiences of 
th e  F ox  g ir ls  i t  is an n o y in g  w hen  you  have w orked  p a tie n tly  and  
d o gged ly  a t  some new  th in g , w hen  an  unkn o w n  p erson  from  an  u n ­
know n  lan d  and  w ith  an  unknow n  past, sudden ly  d ro p s dow n am ongst

you and  declares th a t  i t  is a ll as old as the h ills , and  th a t  she know s how  
i t  is done. A nd ju s t  because some of th e  deepest feelings of hum an 
n a tu re  a re  involved in  th e se  m a tte rs , and  because th e i r  t r u th  or fa lse ­
hood is of such deep and  v ita l im port, ju s t as in  re lig ious controversy, 
th e  fiercest passions a re  qu ick ly  aroused, and  th e  w orld  is se t ablaze in  
a  sh o rt space of tim e.

A ll these  re su lts  w ere an tic ip a ted  by  H . P . B lav a tsk y , an d  in  “ Is is  
U n v e iled ” she m akes vario u s s ta tem en ts  to  th is  effect {e.g. vol. ii, p. 637).

B u t th e re  w ere also  those  who, h av in g  app lied  th e  T heosophical 
key to  th e  phenom ena in  question , and  being  convinced of its  efficacy 
and  tru th , found them selves once m ore a t  th e  p a r t in g  of th e  w ays, an d  
in  dan g er of p o in tin g  o u t th e  road  to  o thers on w h ich  th ey  d a red  no 
longer trav e l them selves. Such w as m y own position . W hen  I  looked 
ro und  and  saw  th e  in ju ry  re su ltin g  from  “ p h ysica l seances” as th e y  
w ere called, to  th e  m edium s, bo th  here  an d  in  A m erica ; w hen I  saw  
th em  b reak in g  down, som e physica lly , o thers m orally , all going sooner 
o r la te r  to  ru in , i t  becam e to  m e im possible to  con tinue on th e  sam e 
lines as before. T he a rg u m en t th a t  these  m an ife sta tio n s w ere necessary  
to  b reak  dow n th e  w all of m a te ria lism  and  th u s  to  benefit h u m an ity  
a t  th e  sacrifice of th e  m edium s, seem ed to  m e no m ore ju s tifiab le  th a n  
th e  a rg u m en t fo r v iv isection . In  fa c t th e  v iv isec tion ists  had  th e  best 
of it, th e ir  w ork  be ing  on th e  ph ysica l p lane  only, w hile  in  th e  case of 
th e  m edium s, h ig h e r  p a r ts  of th e  n a tu re  are  concerned ; we w ere in  fac t, 
d ea lin g  w ith  souls. A n d  so I  fe lt bound  to  sever m y  five y e a rs ’ official 
connection  w ith  th e  S p ir itu a lis t  A ssociation a t  G re a t R ussel S tree t, and  
a  m uch  longer one w ith  some valued  friends, and  to  b reak  down as fa r  
as possible th e  b rid g e  w hich  h a d  borne me over th e  r is in g  tide  of m a te ­
ria lism , b u t w h ich  I  d a red  n o t recom m end o th e rs  to  cross. T h is is 
perhaps no t th e  p lace to  m ake  an  apologia, pro vita mea b u t I  cite m y  own 
case, p a rt ly  because m y action  w as g re a tly  m isunderstood  a t  th e  tim e on 
account of a tte n d a n t c ircum stances, and  p a r t ly  because th a t  case w as 
typ ica l of o thers, w ho be ing  in  a  less p ro m in en t position  in  reg a rd  to  th e  
m ovem ent, th e i r  w ith d ra w a l from  i t  w as less rem ark ed . Some again , 
rem ained  in  a  d ilem m a o u t of w h ich  th ey  d id  n o t see, and  never h a v j  
seen, th e  w ay  to  ex tr ic a te  them selves, and  th is  p a r t ly  fo r reasons the  
consideration  of w h ich  b rin g s m e to  th e  second p a r t  of m y subject.

T he S p ir itu a lis ts  fe lt, as a body, and  I  believe I  am  expressing  w h a t 
m any  of th em  feel to-day, th a t  th e  exp lana tions of Theosophy, how ever 
w ell th ey  m ay  have fitted  th e  fac ts  of th e  physica l phenom ena, do 
n o t exp la in  a  ve ry  la rg e  body of facts of a  d ifferen t an d  a  h ig h e r o rder 
A nd some of these  a re  on th a t  debateab le  g round  w h ich  m ay be said 
to  he  betw een S p ir itu a lism  and  T heosophy. I t  is useless, nav m ore 
i t  is u n ju s t to  te ll S p ir itu a lis ts  th a t  th e  facts w hich  have p rim arily  
b ro u g h t l ig h t an d  know ledge to  them , and  ac tu a l consolation to  m any 
a re  all th e  w ork  of spooks, e lem en taries and e lem entals. Some of them  
have a rr iv ed  a t s im ila r conclusions, in  reg a rd  to ce rta in  phenom ena.



partly from tlieir own experience and partly by the light borrowed from 

Theosophy. They have learned to distrust the astral plane, which 

they have discovered to be not spiritual in the highest sense, and some 

have found out the delusiveness of much of that spirit-identity, on which 

such great stress was formerly wont to be laid. They know now that 

the astral sphere with which they have had such long dealing and with 

which they are so familiar, is an illusive sphere, and they are far more 

cautious in their instructions to inquirers than the days when all were 

invited to form spirit-circles in their own homes, and to investigate for 

themselves. But I take it, in common with m y brother Theosophists, 

that they are not yet fully alive to the dangers of opening the door to 

astral influences, for that door once opened, the more malign among 

their astral visitors will take good care not to let it close again, and will 

in proportion as “ conditions” are favourable, continue to “ infest” rather 

than to visit the mediums, to the great detriment of all concerned. I 

would gladly see all our Spiritualist friends resolutely closing those 

doors, and I cannot help thinking that if they would study some of onr 

Theosophical literature a little more assiduously, with the advice derived 

from Adepts with ages of experience in the subject, they would see 

ample grounds for the views held by the Theosophical Society.

A n d  here I must make a remark which I hope will be forgiven 

me by m y fellow-Theosophists, to the effect that I believe the attitude 

which some amongst them have taken up with regard to Spiritualism 

has kept back many from making further inquiry into the true explana­

tions of Theosophy. They have applied what has been said about 

physical and low-class manifestations to the whole range of Spiritualistic 

phenomena, and by setting up their crude, second-hand opinions against 

the matured experiences of those older, and at least as well educated 

as themselves, have deeply wounded some and have made themselves 

ridiculous to others.

On  the other hand there is amongst Spiritualists too much tendency 

to imagine that Theosophy is founded on the opinions of Madame 

Blavatsky; whereas her teachings are merely the outcome of the 

wisdom of generations of Adepts, with some of whom  she came into 

personal contact, and from whom she received the knowledge she has 

endeavoured to transmit to the world in her writings. These are there 

for all to study; they can read, judge and form their own opinions, if 

they so prefer— but they should not judge without either reading or 

studying.

E. K i s l i n g b u r y ,  f . t . s .

(To be continued.)

1R  e  v  t  e  \v  s .

OUR M AGAZINES.

L u c i f e r : — Theosophists, who are well-read students* will appreciate- 
the  A pril num ber of Lucifer„ One of the  best translations th a t has appeared 
for sometime is th a t of the “ Jnana Sankalini T antram ,” by R ai B. K . 
L aheri of L udhiana. T here is no danger to be apprehended from tran sla ­
tions of this sort, if readers will bear in mind the re ite ra ted  sentence con­
tained in the presen t T antram , “ bu t th is can only be realised, 0  Devi, by tlie 
direction of a G uru.” Y erse 50 will no doubt be fam iliar to Eastern-readers : 
“ The Y eda is no Yeda, bu t the everlasting, eternal and unchangeable B rah­
m a is Yeda, and those th a t  devote themselves to the divine knowledge, or 
the Brahmans, are the  know ers of the Yedas.” Y erse 51 informs us that, 
“ The Yogis a fter chu rn ing  the four Yedas and all the Shastras have con­
sumed the real b u tte rlik e  portion of them , and left the unreal curdlike por­
tion for the P and its  (book-learned) to drink .” How many of us will be 
p repared to adm it th e  t r u th  of th is ? Again, verse 94 is w orth repeating  : 
“ There is no th ing  in the w orld th a t a disciple can give to  pay the debt to 
the G uru who has tau g h t him  One L e tte r.” The “ Philosophy of-Perfect E x­
pression” by the Countess of Caithness, though not, perhaps, the expression 
of perfect philosophy, contains thoughts which may appeal to the m inds of 
some m ystics. The “ Uses of M agic” by G. E. W right,- and an article on 
“ B rotherhood” by W illiam  Main are both worth reading. Annie Besant’s 
artic le  on R e-Incarnation  is continued.

T h e  P a t h  :—The Path commences w ith the A pril number, its seventh 
volume, though  why i t  should have chosen to celebrate its seventh b irth-day 
by p lacing a species of tom bstone, (Dii avertite omen !) on its cover, we are 
unable to surm ise. In  our hum ble opinion th e  original cover was all 
th a t could be desired. “ Theosophical Symbols” by the  editor is, in teresting . 
The explanation of “ Solomon’s Seal” showing its  origin from India  is 
w orihy of note. B u t a fte r  all, was there  ever a tim e, we wonder, in the h is­
tory of the world when the  symbol of the  ‘ interlaced tr iang les’ did no t exist. 
Bro. Alex. Fu llerton  tre a ts  of the “ Seven Princip les” by “ inquiring wliat 
the constitu tion  of m an would seem of necessity to  be, and not merely in­
vestiga ting  w hat it in fac t is.” “ Tea-Table T alk” is excellent th is month 
and gives some of the experiences of a seance frequenter.

S.. Y. E.

T H E  N E W  S E R IE S  OF TH E SP H IN X .
I t  is w ith the m ost sincere pleasure th a t we welcome the re-appearanee 

of th is  valuable journal in its new form. I ts  sub-title has been altered too so 
as to cover the life of the  soul and sp irit in all th e ir varied forms and m ani­
festations, and our valued colleague its Editor, Dr. Hiibbe Schleiden, has placed 
upon its cover a new transla tion  of the motto of the T. S . : Satyat nastaparo 
dharma. This world-old tex t he renders “ There is no l a w  higher than 
tru th ,” a tran sla tion  open perhaps to criticism  from  the  stand-point of stric t 
scholarship, bu t certain ly  expressive of the inner sense of the original.

Some m onths ago i t  was announced th a t the publication of the Sphinx 
would be discontinued. This would have been a sorry omen for the cause of

S



rev iv ing  sp iritua lity  in Europe, for both in philosophical and scientific cul­
tu re  the V aterland holds so high a position th a t, were so ably conducted, 
philosophic, and scientific a journal as tha t under notice to die from  want of 
support, one would be alm ost forced to conclude th a t m aterialism  had finally 
gained the upper hand in th a t g rea t centre of W estern  thought. B ut happily 
these forebodings have not been fulfilled, and the  Sphinx w ith  its  new and 
enlarged  programme is, we tru st, destined to see m any more years of useful and 
help fu l activity, The changes made in its program m e may be best under­
stood from  the following ex tract from the opening ed itorial en titled  “ What 
ive aim at” :—

“ We propose to  regard  everything treated  of. or criticised  in these pages 
from  the  stand-point of the highest ideal; and th a t is perfection in the True, 
th e  Good, the Beautiful, on the basis of N a t u r e . That th is  is, however, an 
evolutionary  stage which every indiv iduality  m ust one day reach— 
th e  recognition, which is lacking in both the older idealism  and the  newer 
realism , th is is the foundation stone of our id ea l-na tu ra lism /’—“ As in 
re lig ion  and in science, so also in the other form s of all hum an life, we 
seek only th a t Being which m anifests itself to us everyw here in  good-will 
and  tru e  action.”

The new program m e is to include all forms of sp iritua l life  and work : 
m usic, art, literatu re , &c., &c., and many of the leading w rite rs  and a rtists  
of Germ any have prom ised the ir co-operation. The a rtis tic  departm en t is 
to  be under the case of Germany’s most sp iritua l p a in te r : G abriel Max, and 
th e  lovely engraving, “Thou shalt not kill”, in the presen t issue, is an earnest 
of how much care will be bestowed thereon.

A m ong the articles in th is num ber there is one from  th e  pen of Dr. 
C arl du  P rel which is well w orth careful perusal, and the opening chapter 
of w hat promises to be a most in teresting  story, “ The T ruest F rien d ” shows 
th a t th e  in terests of the general reader will receive due atten tion .

On the whole the  Sphinx in its new issue ought to  appeal to and in terest 
a  m uch larger class of readers than  before, and we sincerely hope th a t it will 
m eet w ith  the success which the ability  of its artic les and the  devotion 
of its  E d ito r most assuredly deserve.

B. K.

T H E  B U D D H IST  R E V IV A L .

M r. Dharm apala has brought out the first num ber of the Journal of the 
Maha Bodhi Society a t Calcutta. I t  is in teresting  as a sign of th e  tim es and 
would have been more so in itself if it had not been hurried  out to  fulfil a p re ­
m atu re  announcem ent of the date of publication. Considering the g rav ity  of the 
w ork cu t out for the Buddha Gaya Society, and the im perative necessity th a t 
its  Jou rnal should rank from the first w ith the  m ost serious organs of learn­
ed Societies, Mr. D harm apala has been unwise to listen to unpractical advisers 
and  has shown th a t his enthusiasm  far exceeds h is p rac tica l judgm ent. 
However, the step has been taken  and it is too late fo r r e g r e ts : the friends 
of Buddhism  m ust do all they can to make the Journal w ha t it  ought to be. 
In  its  editor the  most im portan t religious m ovem ent of our tim es has a 
w orker whose pure motives, m arked intelligence and devoted zeal win for 
h im  all hearts, and for his cause a respectful hearing. The Journal is pub­

lished post-free, a t the ra te  of Rs. 2 (in advance) and may be ordered of
H. D harmapala, 22, Baniapooker Road, Entally, Calcutta, or of the M ana­
gers of the Theosophisty Lucifer, Path, New Californian, Lotus Bleu, Buddhist 
or any other organ of the Theosophical Society.

H . S. 0 .

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

T H E O S O P H Y  IN  W E STE R N  LA N D S.
L o n d o n ,  April 1892.

There is somewhat of a dearth  of home news th is month, the principle 
event which I  have to chronicle being the safe re tu rn  of our sister, Mrs. 
Cooper-Oakley, from  her M editerranean trip. She looks very brown and 
is fairly  well, I  am glad to say, although still suffering from the effects 
of an a ttack  of fever which she unfortunate ly  contracted  on the homeward 
voyage. Mrs. Oakley reports well for Theosophy on board the Chimborazo, 
she having not only freely and continuously circulated our literatu re—which, 
by the way, she tells us was in g rea t dem and—during  the voyage; bu t also 
left some books behind her to  enrich the ship’s L ibrary . One “ convert” 
indeed returned  w ith  her to H ead-quarters, and is still staying there, con­
stan tly  to be found deep in the study  of the “ Secret Doctrine.”

I  hear from M anchester th a t there  are prospects, very favourable pros­
pects, of the form ation of a second Lodge there, which speaks well for the 
ac tiv ity  of the orig inal Lodge ; whose members have therein  followed in the 
footsteps of the b re th ren  in E dinburgh , where as you know—a second most 
flourishing Lodge has already been formed.

The Theosophical Book Exchange started  by our indefatigable B rother F. 
W. D. Evelyn, in Glasgow, has succeeded beyond his original expectations; 
and I  hear tha t he has his hands p re tty  full. I t  was indeed a most happy 
thought, and mem bers owe him  a debt of g ratitude for the facilities thereby 
offered.

Mrs. B esant’s recent lecture a t M ilton Hall, in which she took Ghosts 
as her subjecfc, and Mr. S tead’s two ex tra  numbers of the Revieiv of Reviews 
thereupon, as her text, has been extraordinarily  widely reported  ; copied from 
paper io paper all over the country. The Theosophical explanation of appari­
tions, &c., m ust Lave fchus reached thousands of readers who w’ould otherwise 
never heard th a t there  is a via media between the extreme of superstitious 
credulity  cn the one head, and the self-imposed and ignorantly  contem ptuous 
denial of m aterialism  on the other.

*  *  *  *  *  #  He
The A ineieenth Century for last month contains a deeply in teresting  

account of the recent experim ents and discoveries of the la test comer in the 
realm s of electrical science, young N ikola Tesla. The w riter of the article, a 
Mr. Gordon, begins by alluding to “ the tendency of modern science to  remove 
day by day the barriers between its different branches. O ur views,” he 
says, of the phenomena of ligh t and heat, of electricity and magnetism , and 
even of m atter and motion, are  rapidly m erging into one general theory of 
m olecular physics, which is perhaps best expressed by the vortex theory of 
S ir W illiam Thompson ” Touching upon Prof. Crooke’s experiments on 
radiant m atte r—iri which Mr. Gordon seems to think; we have been given



“ the  first h in t of a m ethod of d irecting  what, for w ant of more exact know­
ledge, we will call the molecules of m atter,”—he comes nex t to M. Tesla’s 
recen t advances in the field. This daring  experim enter abandoned “ the 
o rd inary  dynamo, which gives about 80 alternations per second, and the ordi­
n a ry  induction  coil, which gives about the same num ber, and  boldly con­
stru c ted  a  dynamo which gives 20,000 alternations per second, and by 
connecting  th is  to suitable condensers, he m ultip lied  its a lte rnations un til 
th ey  reached 1,000,0}0 or i,5 r O,000 per second” ! No sooner were these 
ex traord inarily , almost inconceivably rapid  alternations per second reached, 
than , as Mr. Gordon says, “ the experim enter entered a region of m ystery  and 
hope” ; fo r an entire  set of new phenomena a t once appeared. One of the 
m ost rem arkable being “ that, e ither because these v ibrations are  too rap id  
to excite corresponding vibrations in the nerves of the body, or from some 
other cause”—I italicise th is wise reserve—“no shock is felt from  the current; 
and  th a t  though an ordinary cu rren t a t ‘J,000 volts will kill, yet th is  cu rren t 
a t  50,000 volts cannot be felt a t all. It was also found that the vibrations keep 
time in  some unknown ivay ivith the vibrations of solid matter.” A gain I  
italicise, for th is las t sentence appears to me to contain a m ost signifi­
can tly  prophetic note. The effect has now been observed, it  only rem ains 
for Science to postulate the C au se ; th is it  will doubtless be compelled to  
do in due course ; and then  the Mysterium Magnum of Paracelsus will once 
again  be re su sc ita ted ; w ith a change of name, of course, to save the d ignity  
of th e  scientists. None the less will occtdt Science be vindicated, and one 
m ore of its  long known laws re-discovered.

To re tu rn  to M. Tesla, how ever; Mr. Gordon fu r th e r te lls us that, “ a 
C rookes’ radiom eter placed near a m etal conductor from  w hich neither spark 
nor glow  is perceptible yet ro ta tes as if it were placed near a lam p or heated 
body, b u t ro ta tes in the w rong direction” ; and last of all, a true flame bums 
m  vjlnch nothing is consumed. “ Curiouser and C uriouser,” as Alice in 
W onderlaud was wont to observe. A  study of the Secret D octrine” m ight 
now appropriately  come to the rescue of perplexed scientists. B ut alas ! if 
they  do study  H. P . B.’s m asterpiece, they  never say so.

M r. Gordon then enlarges on tlie probable resu lts of the  devclopement 
of M . T esla’s discoveries, and hopes th a t “ we shall some day harness to 
our ma?hinf ry  the n a tu ra l forces, which from the beginning of tim e have 
lite ra lly  been slipping th rough  our fingers,” &c., concluding w ith  the follow­
ing fine descrijDtion:—

“ But, whether these dreams are ever fulfilled or not, few who attended M. 
Tesla’s lecture will forget the possibilities which seemed to open to their minds when 
they saw a living man standing in the midst of the electric storm, receiving unharm­
ed in his hands flashes of veritable lightning, and waving above his head a tube, 
through which the very life-blood of creation pulsed, in waves of purple fire.”

The cu rren t num ber of the  Strand Magazine contains another am using 
paper in  which a little  more m ild fun is poked a t us, apropos of “ precipita­
tions.” This apparently is the w riter’s rendering of “ Theosopliy*'; a t least 
no o th er translation  of the w ord seems to have occurr-d to his mind. One 
unavoidable result, I  suppose, of prom iscuous discussions in newspapers.

P rec ip ita tio n ” means good copy, ergo p recip itation  =  Theosophy.

Some devoted adm irer of Mr. W histler has been expressing his venera­
tion, in the Novel Review, in term s which leave no doubt in our minds th a t 
he ii.t least—whether hi- m aster. W histler, is or no t—l- a devout believer in

re-incam ation  and the astra l world. He speaks of “ astra l m usic ; and if he 
who w rote it” (i. e., W histler) “ has no t lived aforetim e in E gypt and in  
Syria, in violet-crowned A thens and D ante’s own city  of flowers, I  have m is­
understood the m usic.” N othing, as I  th ink you will agree, could be clearer 
or more explicit, w ithout the actual use of the word re-incarnation.

Mr. S tead gives some m ore in teresting  accounts of apparitions, and 
dream s fulfilled, in th is m onth’s Revieu) of Revieivs; which, taken in conjunc­
tion  w ith two rem arkable cases th a t have recently been reported in the 
daily  press, serves to  illu s tra te  the  continuance of the widespread in te rest 
th a t has been touched in these subjects of late. The cases which I  allude are, 
(1) The prophetic and ghastly  dream  of the m urderer Deeming’s brother ; 
and (2) The “ Ghost story  from  County Tyrone,” as the newspaper p ara ­
graphs had it. A n inquest was held on the body of a man who had been 
throw n from a cart one n igh t, about a week ago, and k il le d ; the cart-wheel 
passing over his head, and frac tu rin g  the skull. One of the witnesses in  g iv­
ing  his evidence “ swore he was coming out of Coal Island, and a t Clonoe 
C hurch a black man came out on the  road, and walked noiselessly before him  
for some yards. He believed it  to  be a ghost. The ghost disappeared, and 
a few yards fu r th e r he came on a black lump on the road, which turned out 
to  be the dead body of L ynn .” I t  should be m entioned th a t Lynn was 
accom panied by another man, who escaped unhurt, the horse having 
suddenly bolted, which th rew  Lynn out on to the road. No jocular or dis­
parag ing  rem arks accompany the  report of this man’s evidence, which cannot 
fail to strike the observant reader as no t a little  singular.

Dr. Lombroso, who has been w riting  lately  on “ The Physical Insensi­
b ility  of W omen,” contributes a short paper to the M arch num ber of the 
Nouvelle Fer~>.e in which he poin ts out the very great danger of crowds, w ith 
special reference to hypnotic suggestion. The peculiar m agnetism  in crowds, 
he says,—or, as we should say, mixed, or cross m agnetism —renders those 
composing them  specially liable to  suggestions of crime and violence; in fact 
D r. Lombroso does not, apparently , hesitate to say th a t most revolutionary 
crim es are comm itted by people in a more or less hypnotic state. Dr. Lom­
broso being a scientist may have some chance of obtaining a hearing for his 
very pertinen t and tim ely w arnings, whereas H. P. B. w riting  on the same 
subject, and in a sim ilar s tra in , long before Dr. Lombroso published his 
article, is either a ltogether ignored or else contem ptuously dismissed as a 
crazy O ccu ltis t!

Theosophists have always m aintained th a t a love of fairplay, of justice, 
being one of the deepest and m ost ineradicable instincts in our common 
huniLii nature  ; therefore, the twin doctrines of K arm a and Be-incarnation 
m ust necessarily rp n ea lw ith  great force to this deep-rooted instinct, te s ti­
mony t-̂  the reality  of which I  find in an article in t he 19 th Century, called 
“ Hodg.? and his Parson .” The w riter is one of the la tte r class, and 
man.uilly defends poor Hodge against the charge th a t the way to his heart 
is th rough  his stomach. On the contrary, cays the parson, “ most em phati­
cally do I  deny it. The way to  his heart is through his sense of justice 
and for once the parson is in the righ t.

The pages of the Westminster Review devoted to notices of Contemporary 
L ite ra tu re  contain a short account of an in teresting  little  work on “ A rchi­
tecture, Mysticism, and M yth,” by Mr. W. H. Leiiiaby. He tries to shew th a t



the ideas wliich underlie arch itec tu re  have “ in  all lands a common basis, and 
a  common elem entary fo rm ; and fu rther, th a t th is form  is derived from  con­
tem porary  conceptions of th e  universe.” I t  is noticeable th a t the au thor 
speaks m uch of the num ber seven, and of its derivation  from  the seven 
planets ; a theory which he, apparen tly , supports w ith a w ealth of illu stration  
and argum ent.

A. L. C.

A M E R IC A N  L ET T E R .

N e w  Y o r k , April 15th, 1892.

J u s t  now we are busy in th is country, p reparing  for our annual 
convention which, as you know, will take place in Chicago on the tw enty- 
fou rth  in stan t. How m any it  will m uster i t  is as yet im possible to tell. 
T hat i t  w ill be as g reatly  successful as th a t of las t year, we scarcely dare 
hope. Then Madame B lavatsky was still w ith us a l l ; and a lthough  since 
her death  there  has been more earnestness, force and u n ity  in  the Society 
than  even before, still th ere  W'as a t th a t tim e a certain  seriousness, concen­
tra tio n  and intentness, due probably to  coming events, w hich possibly we 
m ay no t rival th is  year.

B ro ther G-. R. S. Mead has now reached our shores, to  represent the 
E uropean Section. L ast year th is task  fell to  the lot of M rs. A nnie Besant.

O ur Branches having about finished m aking out proxies, and electing 
delegates, the delegates are, presum ably, busy g e ttin g  ou t trave lling  caps, 
dusting  off hand-bags, and searching for missing tru n k  keys. Some have 
already s ta rted  on their way, as they  propose to take the tr ip  by  easy stages. 
O thers w ill follow on by fas t expresses a t the last m om ent.

A  proposed program m e has already been arranged, w hich will greatly  
expedite m atters if adopted, as in all likelihood it will be. L ast year the three 
days w ere all too short. There is too much work to be done a t these yearly  
conventions to be attended to  in the  short tim e allo tted  to  them , unless a 
good system  is laid out and rig id ly  adhered to.

J u s t  now the “ A ryan  Theosophical Society” is on the qui vive in  re ­
gard  to  head-quarters. These have been procured, in  th e  shape of a house* 
a t 144, M adison Avenue, which has recently  been bought, and is now being 
a ltered  and fitted up. I t  will be ready for occupancy by the first of May. In  
it th ere  will be a meeting-room  for the  A ryan  Branch, w orking rooms for tho 
general headquarters force of the A m erican Secticr, a p rin tin g  room, and 
liv ing  rooms for some of our mem bers. So far, as a t presen t decided, those who 
will live there are B rothers Claude F. W right, recently  from the household iii 
London, John M. Pryse, and P raeter. L ater you m ay look for a fuller 
report describing the place more in detail. Before leaving th is subject 
you should be informed th a t though  the house is taken  by the A ryan  Branch 
it  is in  rea lity  for the  A m erican Section. The la tte r  is not a corporate body, 
and as for th is  reason it  cannot hold property, it was necessary th a t the 
deed should stand in the nam e of some one of the Branches th a t had been 
incorporated.

T hen too the Brooklyn B ranch is busy over its  schem e for a little  
“ household.” One of its  m em bers has taken  a house, and from her the So­
ciety will hire a floor for i t i  weekly m eetings which will also be kept open

on all o ther evenings for s tray  visitors. Several members of the Branch 
will also take up the ir home h e re ; so tha t in a quiet k ind of a way there will 
be a Brooklyn headquarters.

Miss Catherine H illard, who. in the last few m onths, has delivered some 
fo rty  lectures on Theosophy, and w’ho is one of our most esteemed members, 
shortly  leaves for a v is it to  E ngland. So the threads are being carried to and 
fro, and the woof is being steadily  woven since the days when H. P. B. land­
ed on our shores, to go from here to  your country and from thence to England. 
T hink  how th a t brotherhood, regardless of race, creed, sex or color, is ever 
grow ing. You now have Col. Olcott, Bertram  K eightley and Miss M uller 
w ith  you. In  E ngland they  have Jam es Pryse and W illis Brown from our 
Pacific Coast, and we have here in  New York, Claude W righ t and 
A rchibald  K eightley from  London.

H. T. P a t t e r s o n , F. T. S.

A B U D G E T  FROM  CEY LON .
C o l o m b o , May 12th, 1892.

“ W hite  Lotus D ay” was spent here in a m anner w orthy of the occasion. 
I t  w’as observed both  a t the  H ead-quarters a t M aliban S treet and a t the 
S angam itta  G irls’ School. M rs. H iggins, the Principal, decorated the music 
room  w ith  W hite Lotuses, and th e  large pain ting  of H . P . B. brought out from 
A m erica, and which is now hang ing  in  a wall of the music room, was also 
decorated w ith flowers. A t 10 a .m ., Mr. H iggins assembled her pupils and 
th e ir  teachers in  the m usic room. They were all dressed in w hite and 
the P rincipal explained to  those assembled in a few words (she was not well 
enough to speak a t length) the  object of their presence. The proceedings 
then  commenced by the s ing ing  of the  Hymn “ Glory to Buddha” which W a s  

followed by addresses from  M r. R obert de Fonseka. Miss L. R oberts and 
Mr. P e te r de Abrew.

M r. de Abrew then  read  select chapters from the “ Bhagavat G ita” and 
the  “ L ig h t of A sia,” and the  cerem ony concluded by the chanting of the 
Jay  am an gala.

D uring  the la tte r p a rt of la s t m onth, H er H ighness the M aharani of 
Coocli Behar and suite arrived  a t Colombo from C alcutta. Their visit to the 
Is land  was for the  sake of the  health  of H er H ighness. Shortly  after the 
a rriva l of the d istinguished visito rs, Mrs. H iggins, the Lady Principal 
of the Sangam itta G irls’ School, her first A ssistant, Miss Roberts and Mr. 
P e te r de Abrew, a founder of the Institu tion , called on the Royal Indian  
party , to pay i l i o i r  respects. Mr. K. C. Sen, the learned brother of H er H igh ­
ness, received the visitors on behalf of H er H ighness and suite and greeted 
them  cordially. A fter a couple of hours’ pleasant ta lk  Mrs. H iggins and her 
p a rty  returned .

A  few days la ter the venerable m other of H er H ighness—Mrs. K eshub 
C hunder Sen—her daugh ters and Miss Hammond, the Governess of the 
fam ily, accompanied by Mr. Sen, v isited  the S angam itta Girls’ School. Mrs. 
H igg ins welcomed the d is tinguished  party  most cordially and they were 
en terta ined  by her r ig h t royally . H er pupils sang for them  some English 
and  Sinhalese hymns and lyrics w ith which the Indian ladies were charmed



—they were so pleased w ith the music, th a t a s ister of H er H ighness is tak ing  
w ith  h er to  C alcutta a copy of a Sinhalese lyric and its  music composed by 
M rs. H igg ins.

A fte r a tou r round the In s titu tio n , the  visitors expressed th e ir  deligh t 
a t the w ork done by Mrs. H iggins and left the In s titu tion . They paid  a 
second v is it on the W esak F-estival day—when Mrs. Keshub Chunder Sen 
became a patroness of the school, and H er H ighness the M aharani, sent 
word th a t  she would be very pleased to  be the Patroness of the In s titu tio n , 
and th a t as soon she feels b e tte r she w ill pay the school a v isit, which she 
looks forw ard to. H er H ighness the  M aharani is a g reat patroness of 
W om en’s Education, and it  is hoped th a t under H er H ighness’ patronage the 
S an g am itta  G irls’ School will have a g rand  fu tu re  before it.

T he W esak Festival was on M ay 11th, the occasion being the ann iversary  
of the  b ir th  of G autam a Buddha. The day was a national holiday— (thanks 
to  our d ea r Colonel Olcott) and the  B uddhists of Ceylon had fu ll liberty  to 
celebrate th e  occasion. Colombo looked very  gay—streets and roads were 
decorated p re ttily  w ith  beautifu l cocoanut festoons and from the housetops 
waved th e  B uddhist flag. The tem ples were crowded w ith devotees 
and the  scene on the occasion was one w orth w itnessing. A m ong the 
v isito rs to  the Temples were Mrs. K eshub C hunder Sen and her daughters, 
whom Mr. De Abrew took round. They were much im pressed w ith the scene 
they  w itnessed. A t H igh  P riest Sum angala’s Temple, Mr. De A brew  in tro ­
duced M r. Sen and the p a rty  to  the revered  abbot, and a t the shrine of the 
Vihare, M rs. K eshub Chunder Sen paid lier respects and homage to  Buddha, 
by offering to  H is M emory some flowers. Mr. De Abrew then received the 
P ansil from  the H igh P riest, and the venerable m other of H er H ighness 
jo ined in  th e  ceremony.

P. d e  A.

E R R A T A .

ELOHISTIC MYSTERIES.

T b e  fo llo w in g  p a r a g r a p h  w as a c c id e n ta l ly  o m itte d  in  tb e  Theosophist 
fo r  A p r i l  1892, a t  p . 424, b e tw e e n  lin e s  24  a n d  25 :—

“ E v e n  tlie  J e h o v is t  a ffirm ed  th e  u l t im a te  d isso lu tio n  of fa lle n , t h a t  
is  o f s p ir i t-g u id e d  a n d  s p ir i tu a l iz e d  m a n . T h is  is  d isg u ise d  in  h is  n a r ­
r a t iv e  o f “ T h e  F a l l ” b y  th e  l i t e r a l  r e n d e r in g  of th e  sy m b o l o f S p i r i t  
a n d  th e  c o n se q u e n t t ra n s fo rm a tio n  of th e  T e m p te r— th e  G re a t  E n s n a r e r —  
in to  a n  a c tu a l  se rp e n t. I n  th e  la n g u a g e  of th o se  d ay s, s p i r i t - g u id e d  
m a n  w a s  c a lle d  th e  “ Son  of th e  S e r p e n t ,” to  d is t in g u is h  h im  f ro m  
w isd o m -g u id e d  m a n — th e  “ O ffsp r in g  of W is d o m ,” w h o se  sy m b o l w as 
th e  D ra g o n . W h e n  th is  is re c o g n iz e d  i t  b ecom es se lf -e v id e n t t h a t  in  
m a k in g  J e h o v a h  sa y  to  fa lle n  m a n : “  D u s t  th o u  a r t ,  a n d  u n to  d u s t  th o u  
s h a l t  r e tu r n , ” th e  J e h o v is t  in t im a te d  th e  fin a l d isso lu tio n  o f th e  
O ffs p r in g  o f th e  S p i r i t .”

P . 421 , lin e  11, fo r  “ th e re u p o n ” r e a d  “ th e re f ro m .”
„ 425 , „ 3, „ “ pliable-” „  “ v ia b le ,”

S U P P L E M E N T  T O

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

J U N E  1 8 9 2.

T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y .

F IN A N C IA L  S T A T E M E N T .

T h e  T re a su re r  beg s to  acknow ledge  th e  rece ip t of th e  follow ing sum s 
since th e  d a te  of h is la s t  a c k n o w le d g m e n t:—

L i b r a r y  F u n d .
R s .  a . p.

M r. C. Sam biah  (M ylapore) ... ... ... . . . 4  0  0
D r. H e n ry  P r a t t  (E n g la n d ) £10.

A n n i v e r s a r y  F u n d .

A n n u a l dues of six  m em bers of th e  M elbourne T 
each

H e a d - q u a r t e r s  F u n d .
E n tra n c e  F ees of six  m em bers of th e  M elbourne

e ach  ... ... ... ... ... ... 3 0 s .=  24 0  0

M r. I sh a n  C liandra  D ev (Delira B u n ) .  ... ... ... 10 0 0
,, B. Y . R a m a n ju lu  N a id u  ( U dayagiri) ... ... ... 2 0 0
„ C. S am b iah  (M ylapore) ... ... ... ... 3 0 0

H . P . B. M e 3i o r i a l  F u n d .

A m o u n t p rev io u sly  rece ived  ...
P o o n a  B ra n ch  T. S :—M essrs. N . D . K h an d a lv a la  R s. o0; P. D. 

K h a n d a lv a la  R s. 25; J .  D. K h a n d a lv a la  Rs. 25; G opal R ao  
H a r i  D esm u k h  Ks. 10; Y . M. K e lk a r  R s. 10; K . P. G ad g il R s.
1 0 ; P .  P a lla n j i  R s. 7 ; Je y s in g a  R ow  A u g ri Rs. 6 ; B. M.
T a lu k d a r  R s. 5.... ... ... ... 1 4 3  0  0

T ip p e ra h  B r a n c h :— B abus N . C. G a n g u li R s. 50 ; C lian d ra  
K u m a r  G uha  R s. 10; P rin c e  N av ad v ip  C liandra  B a rm an  
B a h a d u r  R s. 1 0 ; M essrs. K . C. B h a tta c h a ry a  a n d  A n an d a  
C h a n d ra  R oy  @ R s. 5 each  R s. 10 ; A b h ay ach aran  P au l, G irish  
C h a n d e r Sen, and  R ad h a  C h a ran  R oy  @ Rs. 2 each  R s. 6 ;
M o h in i M ohan B a rd h an , K a ilas  C h a n d ra  D u tt, S ib  C h an d ra  
O ich R s. 5 each R s. 15; N . C. C h a k rav a rti, K u m u d  B ih ari 
B a n e rji, S yam a C haran  M u k erji, G ogan  C liandra  Sen, an d  
M oulv i Syed M ahom ed H u ssa in  R e. 1 each Rs. 5 ; K . B. G uha  
8  as.; B. G an g u li 4 as. ...

@ 2 s.
1 2 s = 9 1

. @ 5 s
30k== 24 0

. . . 1 0 0
0 0

. . . 3 0

R s. 1 ,094 4

C o l . O l c o t t  P e n s i o n  F u n d , 

B alance  in  hand , a lre ad y  acknow ledged  
M r. J a i  N a ra in  Pandit. (M uttra),

B. E . U nw alla  (Raja- N andgaon)  (2nd in sta lm en t.)
D. .T. Soonw ala (Bombay)
B. L . M ith iaw ala  ( d o  )
M. M. Shroff ( Jo )
R. K . M odi ( do )

106 1 2 0

,349 0 0

333 0 0
50 0 0
1 0 0 0
1 2 0 0

i] 0 0
10 0 0

1 0 u 0



M r. D r. A n a n ta ra i  N a th ji  M eh ta  (Kunclla) b a lance  of h is p rom is- us \  v 
ed  su b sc r ip tio n ...  ... ... HO n ’ n

„ C. K o ta y y a  (A d ya r) ... ... *** 10 0 0
„ B ip in  B. P ra m an ik  (B a n ka ra )  ... 3 0  0

,, D h am ji L a ljib h a i (Bombay) ... 20 0 0
„  A . S. B a lak ris iiu a  Iy e r  ... , o 0  0

T otal Rs. ... 524 0 0

Dr.. H e n ry  P r a t t  (E ngland) ... £* 5.

o i  ^ r VA^ c > m  ?  S * E  G o p a l a c h a r l u ,2 Irf M a y  1892. j  Treasurer.

A M E R IC A N  S E C T IO N .
A x x u a l  C o x v e x t i o x .

N o d e ta ile d  rep o rt of the  proceedings a t  th e  A m erican  Convention has 
y e t been re c e d e d ,  b u t th e  (General S e c re ta ry  of th e  A m erican  S ec tion  has
io rw a ru e d  copies of th e  fo llow ing  re so lu tio n s  fo r p u b lica tio n  :__

The P residen t’s Retirem ent.
i • i “ S C olonel H e n ry  S. Olcotfc., P re s id e n t-F o u n d e r  of th e  Theoso- 

I ^ lcal ^ c i e t y ,  has ten d e red  h is re s ig n a tio n  of th e  office of P re s id e n t to  tak e  
e tteet, M ay 1 s t  proxim o, an d  has re q u e s te d  th a t  a successor be e lected  to  th e  
office of 1  re s id e n t of th e  T h eosoph ical Society , and .

W hereas, th e  G enera l S e c re ta ry  a n d  Y ic e -P re s id e n t has ta k e n  th e  v o tes 
o t a ll th e  B ranches of th is  S ec tion  on th e  question of who shall l>e successor 
to  th e  sa id  office of P re s id e n t of th e  T heosoph ical Societv , th e  sa id  vo te  bellin’ 
unanim ously-in  fav o r of W illiam  Q. Ju d g e  : an d  they  b e in g  now d u ly  report” 
ed to  a n d  b e to re  th is  C onvention . 1

R e so lv e d : T h a t th e  A m erican  S ec tio n  in  C onvention  assem bled  lie rebv  
te n d e rs  to  C olonel H . S. O lco tt th e  exp ress io n  of its  p ro fo u n d  g ra ti tu d e  an d  
sin cere  a p p re c ia tio n  fo r his unse lfish  dev o tio n  an d  long  an d  fa ith fu l  serv ices 
to r  th e  S o c ie ty  w h ich  he heiped  to  fo u n d  an d  w hich is so la rg e ly  in d eb ted  
to  h im  fo r  i t s  beneficen t w ork  a n d  th e  re co g n itio n  i t  has won in  every  q u a r­
t e r  of th e  globe. - 1

R e s o lv e d : T h a t in  ou r e s tim a tio n  th e  p o sition  of C olonel O lco tt a s  
P re s id c n t-F o u n d e r  o f th e  S o c ie ty  is, a n d  m u s t f o r e v e r  rem a in , u n ique  

A n o th e r  m ay  succeed  h im  m  th e  office of P re s id e n t a n d  assum e th e  d u tie s  
or th e  office, b u t  can  n ev er be *'P re s id e n t-F o u n c le r .”

R e so lv e d ; T h a t th is  C onven tion  confirm  a n d  ra tify  th e  v o tes of sa id  
B ran ch es , an d  as su ch  th e  C o n ven tion  d eclares its  choice fo r P re s id e n t to  
succeed  Colonel O lco tt to  be sa id  Y filliam  Q. Ju d ^ e .

B u t i t  is fu r th e r
R e so lv ed : T h a t  th e  A m erican  S ec tio n  in  C o n ven tion  h e reb y  re q u es ts  

o °  • r ™ 1*' *° re .Yoke k is sa id  re s ig n a tio n  a n d  re m a in  P re s id e n t  of th e  
b o d e ty ,  th is  S ec tio n  d eem in g  th a t  i t  is n o t y e t tim e  fo r h im  to  r e t i r e  from  
sa id  office a n d  i t  b e in g  possib le  fo r h im  to re m a in  in  sa id  official p o sitio n  
a lth o u g h  h is h e a l th  m ay  dem an d  th a t  th e  am o u n t of h is  w o rk  be red u ced  to  
a  m in im u m  so fa r  as tra v e ll in g  a n d  sp e a k in g  are  concerned; a n d  th e  
G en era l S e c re ta ry  an d  V ic e -P re s id e n t is h e reb y  d irec te d  to a t  once n o tify  
Col. O lco tt by  te le g ra p h  an d  le t te r  of th is  req u est, fo rw a rd in g  copies hereof, 
to  th e  en d  th a t  a ll fu r th e r  p ro ceed in g s re la tiv e  to  sa id  re tire m e n t be su s ­
p en d ed  u n t i l  such  tim e  as th e  sense  of th e  E u ro p ean  an d  In d ia n  Sec tions 
on th is  p o in t be o b ta in e d ; th a t  in  th e  m ean tim e  i t  is th e  op in ion  a n d  
desire  of th is  Sec tio n  th a t  th e  sa id  re s ig n a tio n  be no t v e t accep ted , b u t  la id  
ov er fo r  f u r th e r  c o n s id e ra tio n ; an d  th a t ,  w hen  tb e  sense of th e  sa id  E u ro ­
p ean  a n d  In d ia n  S ec tio n s h e reu p o n  sha ll have been o b ta ined , th e  G en era l 
S e c re ta ry  a n d  E x ecu tiv e  C o m m ittee  of th is  Sec tio n  sha ll call a  specia l 
m e e tin g  of th e  C ouncil of th e  S ec tio n  to  co n sid e r th e  q u es tio n  upon  th e  
re p o r t  to  be m ade th e re u p o n  by th e  G en era l S e c re ta ry  an d  V ic e -P re s id e n t, 
an  ct—

R eso lv ed : T h a t  th is  S ec tion  now  d ec lares  its  vo te  to  be th a t  when 
sa id  office ot P re s id e n t shall bceom c vacan t, the  successor to sa id  Colonel

O lc o tt sh a ll be sa id  W illiam  Q. Ju d g e , who shall hold sa id  office for life, 
u n less  rem o v ed  for cause, a n d  th a t  he shall have pow er to nom inate  h is 
successo r a s now  p ro v id ed  in  th e  G eneral C o n s titu tio n  in re sp ec t to  Col. 
O lc o tt;  a n d  th a t  th e  G en era l C o n s titu tio n  be am ended  so as to  p rov ide  in  
acco rd an ce  w ith  the  fo re g o in g ; a n d  th a t  when th e  office of V ice-P resid en t 
sh a ll becom e v acan t, th e  choice of th is  Section fo r sa id  office of V ice-P resi­
d e n t is B ro th e r  B e rtra m  K e ig h tle y .

R e so lv e d : T h a t th is  S ec tio n  re q u e s ts  th a t Colonel O lco tt w hen he shall 
h av e  re tire d , if ever, be offered  a life  residence a t  A d y a r  H ead q u a rte rs .

R eso lved  : T h a t th e  E u ro p ean  an d  In d ian  S ections of th e  Society  be, 
a n d  th ey  a re  h e reb y  re q u e s te d  to  co-operate w ith  th is  S ec tion  in  endea­
v o rin g  to  c a r ry  ou t th e  le t te r  and  th e  sp ir i t  of these  reso lu tio n s, an d  th a t  
th e  G en era l S e c re ta ry  of th is  S ec tio n  im m ediately  fo rw ard  to  sa id  Sections 
an  official copy of th e  sam e.

R eso lv ed ; th e re fo re , th a t  th is  Sec tion  he reb y  re -e lec ts  to the  office 
of G en era l S e c re ta ry  of th is  Sec tion , its  p resen t S e c re ta ry , W illiam  Q. 
Ju d g e .

W i l l i a m  Q .  J u d g e ,

Gen. Sec., A m erican  Section.
To

T h e  S e c r e t a r y , T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,

A d ya r. M adras, In d ia .
D e a r  S tr  a x d  B r o t h e r ,.

On M arch  15th, 1892, th e re  w as issued  from  th is  office a C h a rte r 
for a new  B ran ch  to be know n as th e  B oise T. S. located  a t  Boise C ity, Idaho  
le r r . ,  th e re  b e in g  seven C h a r te r  m em bers. Two B ranches have  re lin q u ish ed  
th e ir  C h a r te rs  a n d  disso lved , th e  O rien ta l Club of G ilroy, Calif., and  rhe 
D ie  D eu tch e  T heosophisclie  G esse lsch aft of P h ilad e lp h ia , P a . T here  a re  
now s ix ty  B ran ch es on th e  A m erican  ro ll.

Y ours f ra te rn a lly ,
W i l l i a m  Q .  J u d g e ,

General Secretary.

W H IT E  L O T U S  D A Y  C E L E B R A T IO N S ..
B e n g a l  T. S., C a l c u t t a . 

l l i e  m em bers of th e  B en g al T . S., C alcu tta , by  special req u est m et a t  
th e  resid en ce  of Bro. D ev en d ra  N a th  Goswami, 59, P a tu a to lah  L ane, to comm e­
m o ra te  the firs t a n n iv e rsa ry  of th e  d e p a r tu re  of our rev ered  Teacher, H. P. B.. 
A  b io g rap h ica l sk e tch  of her, sp ec ia lly  tran s la ted  in to  B engali, was read  
before  th e  m ee tin g  by Dr. R a k h a l C hancier Sen. A lso  a p am p h le t con ta in in g  
p o rtio n s  fro m  th e  Vishnu P u ra n a  p r in te d  a t th e  expense of B ro. Goswamf, 
for d is tr ib u tio n , in  co m m em ora tion  of th e  day. was read  by h im . E x tra c ts  from  
th e  “ B h ag av a t G ita ” an d  th e  " L ig h t  of A sia” w ere read  by B ros. S h an k er 
N a th  P a n d it,  a n d  S. J .  Padshah ." T he  P re s id en t of th e  B ra n ch , N o rendra  
N a th  Sen a d d re ss in g  th e  m ee tin g  said  th a t  th ey  had m et th e re  th a t  afternoon 
to  ce leb ra te  th e  f irs t a n n iv e rsa ry  of th e  d e p a rtu re  of th e ir  rev ered  T eacher, 
M adam e H . P . B lav a tsk y . H e r  w orks a n d  teach in g s h ad  been a  reve la tio n  to  
th em . I f  i t  h ad  no t been fo r her, th ey  w ould h a v e b e e n  d ep riv ed  of th a t  v a s t 
sto re  of know ledge, w hich had  opened a w orld of new ideas to  them , and  not 
only^ th ey , b u t  aU su cceed in g  g en era tio n s would have lo st it. In  h is 
opin ion ‘ II. P. B . ’ w as th e  g re a te s t  pe rso n  born  in th e  p re sen t c en tu ry . 
She  took  h e r b i r th  only th a t  she m ig h t be the  chosen ot th e  g re a t  M a s t e r s  
fo r th e  pu rp o se  of im p a r t in g  th a t  know ledge to  m an k in d  w hich  had been 
w ith h eld  from  th em  fo r ag es p a s t. T he  g re a t M a s t e r s  found in  h e r all th e  
re q u is ite  qua lifica tio n s to  m ak e  h e r  th e ir  elect and  th e  m ed ium  of com m unica­
tio n  be tw een  th em  an d  Lhe o u te r  w orld . She was sen t fo r th  to  th is  p l ine to 
en lig h ten  h u m an ity  ancl to  save th em  by  im p a rlin g  to  th em  th e  life -g iv ing  
know ledge  w hich  th ey  la d  d e riv e d  v icariously  th ro u g h  her. She did n o t 
care  to r  h e rse lf  a t  a ll, bufc she cared  on ly  for h u m an ity , fo r whom  she ; _ - \3  
a co m p le te  sacrifice  or h erself. F o r  th e  sake of h u m a n ity  how nil. '.id  
she no t suffer, how  m uch p ersecu tio n  d id  she not endure, how  m uch 
d id  she not face ? T lie sp e a k e r sa id  th a t  th ey  could best commemorate the



services of ‘ H. P  B / b j  try ing  to follow in her footsteps to carry out her 
teaching's practically  in life, to work as she worked, and be tru e  to  Theoso­
phy w hich means to be true  to H um anity .

N e e l  C o m u l  M o o k e r j e e ,
Secretary, B. T. S.

B a n g a l o r e  C a n t o n m e n t  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .

In  accordance w ith the executive orders of the President. T S a  meet- 
n ig  was held a t 12 noon on Sunday the 8 th  .May 1892, ( W hite L otus Day)

.r re se n t,  16 m em bers an d  ab o u t 1 0  sy m p a th ize rs .
The Society prem ises was decorated w ith white lotus flowers obtained 

fro m  a g re a t  d is tan ce . u  lLU
• V 16 Ex. orders of Col. O lcott hav ing  been read, the S ecretary  explained
m  a  few words the work done to the Society by M adame H. P. B lavatsky 
and then  observed th a t they could read nothing better thon the  pathetic
Tfon o f H  P  B ’S ;  7 w t -  Secr^ 7 ’ E uropean Section , a t th ec rem a- on f H . P. B. & body a t W oking. This was accordingly don?, and L ord

m°rals m the “ L ig h t of A sia” was a fte rw .rd s  read by 
B ro ther M. Singaravelu Moodaliar. This was followed by the S ecre tary  
read ing  L ecture  X IV  of the “ Bagh-,ivat G ita .” o e c ie ta iy

I t  was announced th a t cloths were ready for d is tribu tion  and m em bers 
neeerdy p Teopfet0 ^  aS ™any “  ^  " 'an ted  for Presentation to the  really  

The m eeting was closed with a read ing  of the concluding words of our

Th“ h L S \ | ^ t y ! t l l e ‘‘ Key t0 The0S°Phy” ab° 'lt the of T o
A. S i n g a r a v e l u ,

“ Secretary.
M E. BERTRA M  K E IG H T L E Y ’S TOUR.

M u t t r a  T. S. R e p o r t .

nf tVMri ' ^ Ci? htI<r-, o n /^ A  here from A Sra h7 the 10 o'clock m orning tra in  of th e  13th A pril 1892. On arrival a t his Bungalow, he explained and cave 
some practica l h in ts about M esmerism and Clairvoyance a t the reques of
$ et £ C? £ " i f • “  pr,ese,nt;, alld asked them  t0 come to him  again  for S o n  ol th e  d ifficu lties w inch th ey  or o th e r m em b ers m ig h t have fo u n d  in  tb e ir  
studies ol th e  lheosophical lite ra tu re . From  1 to 4-30 p . m . ,  he talked w ith

t t “ lS d ,  S t !  ™ of M a i ,  1 7  Concentra-
A t 6 p.m., he attended a public m eeting, held for the nurnose i t  the 

go vernm en t Zillah School building, and gave a lecture on “PH as M an a 
p resen t. Enghsh-know m g native  gentlem en of the s ta tion  were

lnCl,J *" d wa s  v e ry  c le a r ly

to  5 A p lli 1892’ ? I r ’ f e ig i' tle -v aSain received the m em bers upnf i  answered a num ber ot questions p u t to  him  regard ing  a num ber
f Pheosophical subjects and thus rem oved alm ost all the difficulties the 

m em bers had m et in the ir studies. uim cuitics tne
I11?oIn  the  evening, he addressed a respectable audience on the  sub iect of 

aim a^and R eincarnation. The lecture was very instructive  and m uch
appreciated  by the general public. cn

On the  evening of the 15th, a lecture on “ Modern Science and Occult 
ism wax given to an in telligen t audience a t  the H igh  Schoo r"rem ses I 

th^ 6CtUre> th ® ^ - e r a l  S ecretary  8a lso explaineT  the aim s 
At r t  Society and the objects of his tak ing  th is  to u r of in-

7 % % '
L a lUT e r a X thra n k fdHn bJ u f h t,hf - " Pneral audience by Babu M adungopa° 
^ ) l i e d  m siiitab le 'tern is. L m vers ity , to which vote of thanks he

R a m j i  M u l .
'  Secretary.

F a t e h g a r h  T. S. R e p o r t .

r  , . M r- B er.tra m  K e ig h tle y , G en era l S ec re ta ry  of th e  T heosophical Soc ie tv  
In d ia n  b ec tio n , a r r iv e d  h e re  on th e  m o rn in g  of th e  16th A p ril On th e  sam e 
ev en in g , he  de liv e red  a  p u b lic  le c tu re  a t  F a te h g a rh  on “ T he  P a t h ” th e  
m ee tin g  w as very  la rg e ly  a tte n d e d  a n d  d id  m uch to  evoke an in te re s t in  
1  heosophy  m  th e  tow n.

T he  fo llow ing  day , th a t  is on th e  17th A pril, a  p r iv a te  m ee tin g  of th e  
m em b ers o t th e  B ra n ch  w as h e ld  m  th e  a fternoon , when M r ICeio-htlev ex ­
p la in ed  ve ry  ab ly  to  th e  m em b ers th e  m ean in g s of the  seal a n d  si.m s of the  
b o c ie ty . I n  th e  e v en in g  a  p u b lic  le c tu re  was d e liv e red  a t  F a rru k h ab u d  
on "T h eo so p h y , .Religion a n d  S c ien ce ,” th is  m ee tin g  a lso  proved  a suc­
cess, ju d g in g  from  th e  n a tu re  of th e  aud ience a n d  th e  effect of th e  lec tu re  
upon  th e ir  m inds.

To g ive  fa c ility  to  th e  re s id en ts  of F a te h g a rh  fo r th e  d iscussion  of ce rta in  
q u estio n s  w ith  M r. K e ig h tle y , he  w as tak en  from  F arruk liabac l to  F a teh g a rh  
D ak B ungalow , on th e  m o rn in g  of th e  18th, w here a th ird  p ub lic  le c tu re  011 
“ K a rm a  a n d  R e b ir th ” w as a r ra n g e d  fo r  th is  m eeting , w hich was also verv  
la rg e ly  a tte n d e d  by  th e  E n g lish -k n o w in g  public, A ll th e  th re e  pub lic  lec tu re -  
w ere briefly  in te rp re te d  in to  th e  v e rn ac u la r fo r th e  benefit of th e  n on- 
E n g lish -k n o w in g  audience.

H a r  P r a s a d ,
-------------  A ssistan t Secretary.

R E P O R T S  O F  B R A N C H E S .
B e n g a l  T. S.

2 2 ,  B a n i a p o o k e p v  R o a d , C a l c u t t a ,
4 th A p r il  1892.

O f f i c e  B e a r e r s  :— President, B ab u  N o ren d ra  N a th  S e n ; Vice-Presidents, 
D r. L .  S alzer, m.d., B ab u  S r in a th  T a g o re ; Secretary , B abu N eel Com ui 
M ookerjee  ; A ssistan t Secretaries, D r. R ak h a lch an d ra  Sen  an d  H . D h a rm a p a la ; 
Treasurer, B abu B a la ich an d  M u ll ic k ; Librarian, Babu B eni M adhab  R a y /  ’

T he  acq u irem en t of m ore  com m odious q u a rte rs  to  ho ld  m ee tin g s of "the 
B ra n ch  w as one of th e  p r in c ip a l su b je c ts  taken up a t th e  m ee tin g . T he 
P re s id e n t  k in d ly  p ro m ised  to  p lace  one of the  room s of th e  In d ia n * M irro r  
office a t  th e  d isposa l of th e  B ran ch , a n d  i t  was reso lved  th a t  as soon as th e  
room  w as re ad y  th e  m ee tin g s  be he ld  th ere .

R eso lved  th a t  a r ra n g e m e n ts  be m ad e  for th e  delivery  of p ub lic  lec tu re s 
m o n th ly , u n d e r th e  au sp ices of th e  B ran ch .

I t  w as decided  to  fo rm  a l ib ra ry  in  connection w ith  th e  B ran ch  an d  th e  
M em bers p re se n t su b scrib ed  R s. 142 fo r th e  pu rch ase  of T heosophical books

M ee tin g s h e ld — Two. P e rc e n ta g e  of a tten d an ce,—Tw elve.
N e e l  C o m u l  M o o k e r j e e .

Secretary.

P o o n a  T. S.
1. T he  office.-bearers in  th is  B ra n c h  are  th e  sam e as before.
2 . T h ere  w ere in  a ll s ix teen  m ee tin g s  held  d u rin g  the q u a r te r  end in* 

in  M arch  la s t  an d  th e  p e rce n ta g e  of a tten d an ce  was 12.
3. T h e  m ee tin g s  a re  h e ld  w eek ly  an d  T heosophical su b jec ts  from  th e  

jo u rn a ls  as w ell as th e  “ K ey  to  T h eo so p h y '’ are re g u la r ly  read  and  discussed.
4. The B ran ch  m ee tin g s a re  k e p t  open to  non-m em bers, several of whom 

a tte n d  th e  m eetings. T he B ranch  w as v is ited  by th e  G enera l S e c re ta ry  in 
I  e b ru a ry  la s t  w hen pub lic  le c tu re s  w ere  delivered  an d  a g re a t  deal of in te res t 
~v\as aw akened . S ev era l new  m em b ers have jo ined th is  B ran ch  and  th e  
p ro sp ec t is m uch  m ore h o pefu l th a n  i t  w as la s t year.

R a j a n a h  L i n g u ,

-----------  Sec rc ia: ry .

C h o h a n  T. S., C a w n p o r e .

T ran sac tio n s  of an  o rd in a ry  m e e tin g  of the  Caw npore C hohan B ranch 
T heosophical Socie ty  held  a t  th e  p rem ises of Baboo Devi P ad a  Rov. on 
S a tu rd ay , th e  19th M arch 1892.



By the unanim ous consent of the members present Baboo U ddhav 
C hunder Ghose was elected Secretary  in place of Baboo B irreshw ar C huckur- 
b u tty  leaving the  sta tion .

l t  was decided a t the m eeting th a t in addition to the annual subscrip ­
tion  of Rs. 2, payable by each m em ber to  m eet the expenses of the  H ead­
q uarte rs , the sum of Rupee 1 be paid on account of Col. O lcott’s Testim onial 
Fund , the m eeting  recording a t the same tim e with reg re t its inab ility  to  
subscribe as liberally  as the case in view demands.

The m eeting records with a sense of g ratitude the services rendered by 
the la te  Secretary  Baboo B irreshw ar C huckurbutty .

D e v i  P a d a  R o y ,
---------  P residen t.

L u c k n o w  T. S.
A  m eeting of th e  local B ranch Theosophical Society (the Satya M arga 

b .t .s .)  wTas held on Sunday, ihe 8 th  instan t, at the prem ises of R ai N arayen 
D ass R ai Bahadur, Judge, Small Cause Court, Lucknow. Tlie Branch has 
h itherto  been dorm ant and has done little  or no work du ring  the las t two 
years.

The following resolutions were passed unanim ously :—
1. T hat the m eetings of the S atya M arga Branch T. S. be in fu tu re  

held every Sunday m orning at the Ja lsu T ab z ib  Rooms.
2. T hat d u rin g  the year 1892, the following gentlem en hold the offices 

noted against th e ir names :—
(a) R ai N arayen  Dass, R ai B ahadur, President.
(b) P and it A m bika P rasudu  D ikshita, m .a ., Secretary.
(c) P an d it Suraj N arayen Bahadur, b .a ., Jo in t Secretary  and T reasu rer.
3. T hat a m onthly  subscription be collected from the m em bers to  de­

fray  th e  cu rren t expenses of the  B ranch, and th a t accounts be kept by the 
Jo in t Secretary  and T reasurer.

4. T hat th is  being the tirst “ W hite L otus Day.” the B ranch expresses
its  heartfe lt reg re t a t the loss the T. S. has sustained owing to the tra n s la ­
tion  to ano ther sphere of Madame B lavatsky, our revered and beloved sister, 
whose m em ory will never cease to ennoble us, and to ligh t our p a th  on the 
road to Salvation. A. P. D i k s h i t a .

Secretary, Satya Marga, T. S.,
--------- Chavjk. Lucknow.

IN D IA N  SE C T IO N .
F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t .

R e c e i p t s . r s . a . p

B a l a n c e  o n  h a n d  on the 22nd of A pril... ... ... 1,155 3 11
E n t r a n c e  F e e s  :—Mr. C. C anthim arhinatha P illay (Param akudy 

B ranch) Rs. 2 ; Mr. K. Y isvanatha Sarm a (Rangoon) Rs. 10 ;
N ilpham ari B ra n c h : Babus Gopala Ch. C hatterji Rs. 10;
Jam in i Mohan B annerji Rs. 10; Dr. U m esh Ch. Sen. Rs. 5 ;
R an jan i K an ta  S ircar Re. 1; Jan ak in a th  Bishwas Rs. 10; Poona 
B ranch  : M essrs. J . H eerjibhoy Rs. 10; Daso Rango Rs. 5; S. S.
Desponde Rs. 10 ; R. Jiva ji Rs. 1 0 ; nnd B alakrishna N. B hut- 
hane Rs. 10; M r. B hashyakarloo Naidoo (N arasarow pet Branch)
Rs. 5 ; Mr. D oulat K. Pandit of R a jko t lls. 10; Babu Ram (Jh.
S inha (Ranchi B ranch) Rs. 5 ; Mr. M. P. K liareghat (Bombay 
B ranch) Rs. 10; B ipin B iliarrygupta  (C alcutta Branch) Rs. 7... 130 0 0

D o n a t i o n s  P aram akudy Branch Re. 1 ; Mr. B. V. R am anjulu  
N aidoo (U dayagiri) Bs. 2 ; Poona B ranch : Rs. 6 ; Babu Ishan  
Ch. D e b .  (D ehra-D un) Rs. 10; “ K rishnarpanam ” (H yderabad)
Rs. 30; Mrs. J . Padshah (Calcutta) Rs. 10; Mr. C. Sam biah 
(M ylapore) Rs. 3... ... ... ... ... 62 0 0

Contributions towards T raveling E xpenses :—C ontributions 
tow ards Mr. B ertram  K eightley 's expenses—M uttra  B ranch 
R s. 7 ; F a tehgarh  B ranch Rs. 7 ; A llahabad Branch Re. 1 ;
Lucknow  B ranch Rs. 7; Bareilly B ranch Rs. 17; Bombay
B ranch for Mr. S. V . E dge’s expenses Rs. 30 ... ... 69 0 0

A n n u a l  S u b s c r i p t i o n s :—Mr. B. Ramasawmv Naidoo (Yencata- r s . a . p. 
giri) Rs. 3; Mr. R aoji R am ji Poveiicar (Palitana) Rs. 3 ; Durga- 
nara in  M ittra  (M ozulferpore) Rs. 3; M eerut Branch through 
B abu R am aprasad of 1 2  m em bers Rs. 24; Bangalore Branch 
th rough  Mr. A. S ingaravelu M oodaliar of 17 members Rs. 34;
M r. E dulji M. Modi (Surat) Rs. 3 ; Mr. C. K. R ajagopala A iyer 
(C uddapah B ranch) Rs. 2 ; B erham pore Branch through Babu 
N. D. lloy  Rs. 32 ; Babu N. B. S. (Berhampore) Rs. 3 ; Babu 
R. D. Ja ra fd h ar Rs. 3; Tliakore Sankar Sinha (Moradabad)
Rs. 3 ; Babu J . P rasad  (Sahaswan) Rs. 3; M uttra  Branch 
th rough  Dr. R am ji Mull Rs. 16; N ilpham ari Branch through  
Babu Jan ik an a th  Biswas Rs. 7; Mr. Jam bulinga Moodaliar 
(Bangalore Branch) Rs. 2  ; Poona Branch th rough  Mr. N. D.
K. M andaiavala Rs. 56 ; Bombay B ranch through M r.R .K .M odi 
Rs. 14; A P arsi lady Rs. 5; Mr. B. V. Raman ju lu  N aidu (Udaya- 
g ir i)R s . 3; Mr. D ow latK . P and it (Rajkot) Rs. 3; Mr. N. P itchu 
P illay  (Y edaraniam ) Rs. 3; Dr. K. L. Itchachand (Songod)
Rs. 3 ; Sim la B ranch th rough  Babu K. C. M ukerji Rs. 10;
M r. Iv. N. R aghavendra Row (K arw ar) Rs. 2; Mr. A. G. B ala­
k rishna  A iyer (T hiruvadam aruthoor) Rs.3 ; Babu N. N. G upta 
(C uttack) Rs. 5 ; Babu Gouri Shankar (M anipuri) Rs. 3 ;
B ankura B ranch th rough  B abu I. N. Biswas Rs. 8 ; Babu
B. B. P ram anik  (Bankura) Rs. 3 ; Mr. M. P. K liareghat *
(Bombay) Rs. 2 ; Jubbulpore Branch th roueh  Babu M anoliar 
Lal Rs. 24; Messrs. B. A derji and K. Eduljee (Secunderabad 
Branch) Rs.4; Messrs. A. S. K. S astry  and S. M. Sundram aiyer 
(Param akudy B ranch) R s .4 : P ak u r Branch th rough  Babu 
P . B annerji Rs. 16; Messrs. K. R ajoo and Y. Naidoo (Secun­
derabad  Branch) Rs. 4 ; B angalore Branch Rs. 2 u ; Calcutta 
B ranch Rs. 16; Babu K. U. Roy (Santipore) Rs. 2 ... 354 o 0

Total... 1,670 3 1 1

E x p e n s e s .

S a la r ie s : P. R. V enkataram a A iyer Rs. 40; T. S. K rishna- 
sw am ier Rs. 27; K othandam  (office peon) for 10 days in 
A pril, Rs. 1-10-8 ... ... ... ... 68  10 8

Stam ps ... ... ... ... ... _  50 0 0
Telegram s ... ... ... _ _ _ 4 8 0
P rin te rs ’ charges ... ... ... ... _  jQO 4 0
S ta tionery  ... ... ... ... 36 0 0
T ravelling  expenses of M. B ertram  K eightley from the 10th 

Jan u ary  up to May 7th, not including wages of servant or any 
personal expenses ... ... ' ... ... _  7 3 5  o q
Do. of Mr. S. Y. Edge ... ... ... ... 97 0 0

Totid 1,108 8 8 
Add Balance,.. 561 1 1  3

Grand Total... 1,670 3 1 1

IN  MEMORTAM.
R u s t o m j e e  A r d e s h i r  M a s t e r  f . t . s .

We deeply reg re t to announce the death, 011 Tuesday the 17th May J89*2, 
of our beloved and esteemed B rother Rustom jee A rdeshir M aster. Onr 
B ro ther had taken a very active p a rt in the organization of our Societv in 
th is city  under the guidance of o u r Founders. He had the good fortune to 
receive his in itiation  a t the hands of our B rother W illiam Q. Jud^e. He was 
one of the m ost enthusiastic  and devoted band of Theosophists who first 
clustered  round the founders of the T. S. 011 the Indian  soil and by his 
exem plary life and pure character a ttrac ted  manv worthy souls to our 
cause. W henever he spoke in public or private, he spoke with all the fiery



elonuence and fervour of a thoroughly  convinced hea rt and exercised a g rea t 
influence over his audience and left on them  the im press of his convictions. 
In  liis intercourse w ith others, Theosophists and non-Theosophists alike, 
our B rother cared naugh t for praise or blam e and was ever ready to  
sacrifice him self for the good of others. In  short we may say th a t he was a 
true  Theosophist in every sense of the  word.

COL. OLCOTT AT OOTY.

The P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r  was detained a t H eadquarters by business u n til 
tlie 1 7 t h  Mav, when he quietly left for his m o u n t a i n  home, w ithout giving 
liis M adras f riends previous w arning of his in ten tion  and thus preventing  any 
fUS8y dem onstrations of which he has had more than  enough. H e made the 
ascen t from M ettapalaiyam  to Ooty in his own bu.lock coach, and w rites 
th a t his journey throughout was very  agreeable and th a t he found B abula 
hard  a t work g e ttin g  th ings to righ ts , and the  little  cottage, G ulistan,
w i t h  i t s  garden of flowers and its clim bing roses, the  paradise of re s t and
qu ie t he so much needs. The staff have heard  from him  frequently , 
and his descrip tions of the place a u d i t s  deligh tfu l influences m ake one 
vean i to stra igh tw ay  escape from  the  hea t of the plains. W hen he 
w ent up in Jan u a ry  to inspect the  place he ordered a slice of the  verandah  
to  be cut -off by a cross wall and made i n t o  a study for h im se lf-o n ly
6 x 1 2  ft. ye t large enough. H e has now installed  him self th e ie  w ith
H . P. B. s old w riting  table, an  old-fashioned rash-bottom ed chair, sen t 
him  long ago from  London by a friend, a range of lib rary  shelves full 
of books aSd documents, and the res t of the walls covered w ith  p o r­
tra its  of notable public men of his personal acquaintance Sum angala, 
T aranatlia  T arkavnehaspati, the  late H igh  P rie st of one of the  Japanese 
B uddhist Sects, Edison, Professor Max M uller, Prof. Leon de Rosny, 
M. E . M. Burnouf, S ir W m. H un ter, M. R obert, the  g rea t F rench  m esm erist, 
D rs. Babinski, L iebault, B ernheim  and Charcot, M r. Judge, M rs. 
B esant, etc. T hen there  are p ic tu res of the  hypnotic climques of N ancy 
and Salpetriere, a 17th cen tu ry  tr ia l of w itches a t Salem, Mass., two 
or th ree of the Colonel’s diplomas from  learned Societies, etc., etc. In  
corner of the  adjacen t s itting  room is a bronze sta tu e tte  of L ord  Buddha, oil 
the  walls the photographs of all th e  T. S. A nnual Conventions a t Bombay, 
A dvar and L o n d o n ,  and a large num ber of o ther personally in te re s tin g  
souvenirs of his friends and his Theosophical work in  d iffeient lands. 
A gainst one wall of the arch which connects the  above two room s is 
O’D ono van’s medallion p o rtra it of H. P. B., in  bronze, taken from  life m ,he 
old days a t New York, from the ceiling hangs a handsome Burm ese lacquer­
ed nesb of dctne bowls, given him  a t Rangoon, a n d  a t the two sides of the  
l a r c r e  bow-window (from which one sees a m agnificent landscape of h n l and 
plain) are draped copies of the B uddhist flag, one in  silk crape, the o ther 
in  bunting, presented  to him  in Japan  and  Ceylon respectively.

The cottage contains a sitting-room , two bedrooms and th e  verandah 
s t u d y ,  and has th e  necessary out-buildings and offices. The w ork was a t 
first kindly superintended by G eneral and M rs. M organ, and, la ter, exclu­
sively by Mr. T. C. M. P illay, who, as well as th e  H indu contractor, m ade 
every rupee of the small sum available (about £  2 0 0 ) go as ta r as possible, 
out of regard  for Colonel O lcott ; thu s earn ing  the hearty  thanks of ail his 
colleagues and friends. As the P res iden t rem arked  m  his address on W hite 
L otus Day, his fu tu re  movem ents en tire ly  depend upon the orders he m ay 
receive from those to whom he owes a life-long a lleg iance ; a n d ,  as he w rote 
us recently, a lthough  he would ask n o th ing  b e tte r  th an  to be le ft for qtuefc 
work a t G ulistan. ye t should he be called again  to the held, he will in s tan tly  
and cheerfully obey.

________ _ S. Y . E .

N O T IC E .

S i T  W M  be s e n t by V. P. P . on ap p lica tio n  to the  B usiness M a n a g e r
of the. Theosophist. c

U n d e r  th e  h e a d in g  “ Theosophy ,” in th e  N ew  a n d  E x p la n a to r y  
C atalogue of s e v e n te e n  p ag es , j u s t  issu ed , w ill be  fo u n d  th e  t i t l e s  of a 
n u m b e r  o f new  p a m p h le ts  a n d  r e -p r in ts  by th e  T h eo so p h ic a l P u b l i s h in g  
Socicty (L o n d o n ). Som e new  b o oks h a v e  been C a ta lo g u e d  u n d e r  o th e r  
h ead s . C o p ies  se n t,  free , u p o n  a p p lic a tio n .

N E W  B O O K S -

N O T E  FRO M  COL. O LCO TT.

To T h e o s o p h i s t s .

t  l ott* in s t received a d ig es t of the  R esolutions passed by the Am erican

h M M *  t l . .  S » c i e t v - . » a
b e e n  forced to  do tem poiai wiint  effect the  invigorating

expecting  o ther im portan t events to  1 ^ “  bf  ̂ u n W e v s a l

all parts  of the',world. H S- OLCOTT.

G x j l i s t ^ n ,  O o t a c a m u n d ,  I n d i a .  }

2bth May 1 8 9 2 .  >

------- * - * v /A A d L asag arc in i, by A. S iva Kow,
V. i t  w ill be one of th e  m o st e x c e lle n t books e v e r p u b lis h e d  in
Tamil, size o c ta v e , pp . 500. in  th e  P re s s .  P r ic e  K s. 2 -8 .

B h a g a v a d g i t a ,  V i s h n u s a h a s r a n a m a m ,  B h i s h m a t -  
w a r a j a n i ,  A n u s m r i i t i  a n d  G a j e n d r a m o k s h a m  —called
1 (Mf/w,■„<„«,«— bound in oue book and p rin ted  iu bold Devaim</ari 
ch a rac te r, pu re ly  .Sanskrit. [,P. 270. W onderfu lly  cheap. E very  oue m ust 
nave a copy. P ric e  As. _________

- B h a g a v a d g i t a — S an sk rit T ext in l)cv ;inauari tvnc. ( ’heap Kdn. 
pricc J- nn>. _________  ' ’

S P E C I A L  N O T I C E

l o  .-.ivi; o n e  u r  l u o  m o n th s  t im e . A d v a n c e  o r d e r s  w ill be b o o k e d  foi 
a ll lmuk> ii n u u u n c e d  a.s fo i 'l i ic o in iiiir  :n  t l ie  P a th  ov L u c ife r. a m i tilled  a.- 
-o u n  a.-; th e  ••• o rk .i  a i r  p u b l i s h e d  at N e w  Y V rk . , r  L o n d o n . ’



eloquence and fervour of a thoroughly convinced h ea rt and exercised a g reat 
influence over liis audience and left on them  the  im press of his convictions. 
In  his intercourse w ith  others, Theosophists and non-Theosophists alike, 
ou r B rother cared naugh t for praise or blam e and was ever ready to  
sacrifice him self for the good of others. In  short we m ay say th a t he was a 
true  Theosophist in every sense of the word.

COL. OLCOTT A T OOTY.

The P residen t-Founder was detained a t H eadquarters by business u n til 
th e  17th May, when he quietly left for his m ountain  home, w ithout giving 
his M adras friends previous w arning of his in tention  and thus preventing any 
fu ssy  dem onstrations of which lie has had more than  enough. H e made the 
ascen t from  M ettapalaiyam  to Ooty in his own bullock coach, and w rites 
th a t  his journey th roughout was very agreeable and th a t he found Babula 
h a rd  a t work g e ttin g  th ings to righ ts, and the litt le  cotta,o-e “ r»~T 
w ith  its garden of flowers and its 
fillip^ *

v---- ^  ^jv) go  as far as possible,
----.ox ^uionei U lcott ; thus earning the hearty  thanks of all his

colleagues and friends. As the P residen t rem arked in his address 011 W hite 
L o tu s  Day, his fu tu re  movem ents entirely  depend upon the orders he may 
receive from  those to whom he owes a life-long a lleg ian ce ; and, as he w rote 
us recently , a lthough he would ask noth ing  b e tte r th an  to be left for quiet 
w ork a t G ulistan, ye t should he be called again to the field, he will in stan tly  
and  cheerfully  obey. '

------------  S. Y. E .

N O T IC E .

be lSent kY P- P- 011 ap p lica tio n  to the  B usiness M anager 
ot the. Theosophist.

U n d e r th e  h ead in g  T h e o s o p h y in th e  N e w  and  E x p la n a to ry  
C atalogue of seven teen  pages, ju s t  issued, will be found the title s  of a 
num ber of new p am p h le ts  aud  re -p rin ts  by th e  T heosophical P u b lish in g  
Society (London). Som e new  books have been C atalogued under o th e r 
heads. Copies sent. free, upon app lica tion .

N E W  B O O K S

T h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  G l o s s a r y ,  by h . p . b . The sam e size
as b ecre t D octrine, pp. 389. P rice  Rs. 9.

A s c e t i c i s m ,  by Col. O lcott. R ep rin ted  from  the  Theosophist : 
a very im p o rtan t and  in s tru c tiv e  p am p h le t. P ric e  1  an.

T r a n s m i g r a t i o n  O f  S o u l s  by P a n d it S rin iv asa  S a s tr ia r . An 
im p o rtan t D octrine of H indu ism . P ric e  2  ans.

U s e  O f t h e  P s a l m s  for th e  physical w elfare of m an. T ra n s ­
lated troiii H ebrew . P rice  1 2  ans.

T l  l i e  C h l i r c l l  o f  C h r i s t ,  by Brodie Innes. R ep rin ted  from 
L u cijer  contains pp. 144. P rice  Rs. 2 .

T h e  S e v e n  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  M a n ,  i.v a .  U c s a m .  U e i UK t h e
llieosopJiical M anual No. 1 . P ric e  1 2  ans.

L e t t e r s  t h a t  h a v e  h e l p e d  m e ,  by ja s p e r  N iem and.
v heap E dition . P ric e  1 2  ans.

T h e  R a t i o n a l e  o f  M e s m e r i s m ,  by A. p . S iunett. P rice  Rs. a-y.

A s t r o l o g i c a l  P r i m e r  in E nglish  w ith a Zodiacal M ap ot the 
h e a \ e u y  p l a n e t s ,  m  t h e  P ress, by B angalo re  S u ry au a ra iu  Row. b . a . 
P rice  b ans. _________

A s t r o l o g i c a l  S e l f - I n s t r u c t o r ,  by the  sam e au th o r , up aoo
1  rice its. 1 -S. _________  1 r

T T .a m . ^  T r a n s l a t i o n  o f  V i c h a r a s a g a r a m ,  by A. s iv a K o w .
16 Wl|l be one ot the  m ost excellen t books ever pub lished  iu 

la m il .  size octave, pp. .jOC. in th e  P re ss . P rice  R s. 2 -fci

B h a g a v a d g i t a ,  V i s h n u s a h a s r a n a m a m ,  B h i s h m a t -  
w a r a j a m ,  A n u s m r u t i  a n d  G a j e n d r a m o k s h a m —called
laudunuau ti/i— Ijouiid m one book and p rin ted  iu bold D ev an ag ari 
ch a rac te r, pu re ly  » » u s k n t. ->70. W onderfu lly  cheap. Everv oue m us t 
Have a copy. P rice  As. S. _________

B h a g a v a d g i t a - S a n , k r i t  Text i„ Dcvanutfuri tv ,.c < M.cai. Kdu
pricc 1 i\n>. __________ 1 1

S P E C I A L  N O T I C E

l o  - .n  o o n e  o r  i u y m o n th s  tu n e .  A d v a n c e  o r d e r s  w ill bo b o o k e d  f .„  
a ll  b o o k , a n n o u n c e d  a ,  h . r t l ic - o m in -  t b e  Path o r  L w i f t t .  a u .l  H ilcd 
- . o n  aa >hc •• i k ,  a r c  n u b l i s h t d  a . X e w  V , k , , ,  L u lu io n . '



NOTICE.
C o s m o l o g y ,  o r  U n i v e r s a l  S c i e n c e — c o n ta in in g  th e  M y s­

t e r ie s  of th e  U n iv e r s e  r e g a r d in g  th e  M ac ro co sm  a n d  M ic ro co sm , e x ­
p la in e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  R e lig io n  of C h r is t  by  m e a n s  o f th e  S e c re t  
S y m b o ls  of th e  R o s ic ru c ia n s  o f th e  s ix te e n th  a n d  s e v e n te e n th  C e n tu r ie s , 
b y  F r a n z  H a r t m a n n , M . D . ,  a u th o r  of W h ite  a n d  B l a c k  M a g ic , &c.

T h is  boo k  c o n ta in s  45 p ag es a n d  tw e n ty -f iv e  la rg e  p la te s  of R o s i­
c ru c ia n  sy m b o ls . T h e y  a re  im p o r ta n t  in a s m u c h  as th e y  sh o w  th e  
c o n n ec tio n  b e tw e e u  W e s te rn  re lig io u s  sy m b o lism  a n d  t h a t  of o u r  

H in d u  te m p le s .

T h e  s ize  of t h e  book  is 17 X  12 in c h e s . O u r  C a ta lo g u e  p r ice  w as 
R a. 15. I t  w a s  t h e n  re d u c e d  to  R s. 12. N o w  re d u c e d  to  R s. 10.

M o n a  S i n g h  : a  s k e tc h  by  D . M . S .,  is  a  book in te n d e d  to  fa m i­
lia r iz e  th o se  w h o  m a y  c a re  to  look in to  i t  w ith  som e a sp e c ts  of a  m o v e ­
m e n t w h ich  h a s , fro m  tim e  to  t im e , been  m a lig n e d  b y  an  i r r e v e r e n t  
P re s s . C o n ta iu s  76 pp. P r ic e  R e. 1. N ow  re d u c e d  to  A n n a s  12.

H i n d u  M u s i c  a n d  t h e  G a y a i i  S a m a j  i s  t h e  o n l y  b o o k ,

of i ts  k in d , w h ic h  g iv e s  a n  in s ig h t  in to  H in d u  M usic . T h e  c o n te n ts  a re  
v e ry  in te r e s t in g .  M u sic  b e in g  a nob le  S c ien c e  w h ic h  is fa s t  d y in g  o u t. 
i t  w ell d e se rv e s  to  be e n c o u ra g e d . C o n ta in s  1(5U pages. N ice ly  io u n d .

R s . 2-4-0 .

T h e  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  A s t r o l o g i c a l  G e o m a n c y  or the a h  of

D iv in in g  b y  P u n c tu a t io n ,  by  P .  H a r tm a n n ,  :.r. i>., t r e a ts  a b o u t  A s tro lo g y , 
th e  S ev en  P la n e ts ,  C o n ju n c tio n s , th e  tw e lv e  S ig n s  of th e  Z o d iac , th e  
sy m b o ls  of G e o m a n c y , In s t r u c t io n s  fo r  P ra c tic e ,  A s tro lo g ic a l G eo m an cy , 
&c., & c., a n d  th u s  i t  is  a  v e ry  u se fu l b o o k . C o n ta in s  140 p p . C hoice  
b o u n d . P r ic e  R s . 1-14-0.

A  G u i d e  t o  P a n i n i ,  b e in g  a n  E n g lis h  S u m m a ry  of P a u in i ’s 
A p h o r ism s  on  S a n s k r i t  G ra m m a r . I t  is  d e d ic a te d  to  a l l  S tu d e n ts  of 
S a n s k r i t  a s a n  h u m b le  a t t e m p t  to  f a c i l i ta te  th e i r  lab o u rs  b y  th e  A u th o r .  
T h e  S a n s k r i t  p o r t io n s  in  th is  book a re  p r in te d  in  K a n a re se . I t  is a  v e ry  
th ic k  book. C o n ta in s  1,244 pp . E x c e e d in g ly  u se fu l. P r ic e  Us. 8 .

K r i s h n a  Y a j i r *  V e d a  T a i t t r e y a  S a m h i t a ,  c o n ta in in g
7 K a n d a m s , p r in te d  w ith  S w aram  in T e lu g u  c h a r a c te r .  T h e  te x t-b o o k  
fo r a ll  Y a ju rv e d e e s .  I t  is b o u n d  in b ro w u  h o lla n d , a u d  a  th ic k  book, 
c o n ta in in g  90 0  p p . P r ic e  R s. 5.

F i v e  Y e a r s  o f  T h e o s o p h y ,  c o m p r is in g  M y s tic a l, P h i lo s o p h i­
cal, T h e o so p h ic a l,  H is to r ic a l a n d  S c ien tif ic  E s sa y s , se le c te d  from  th e  
Theosophist L o n d o n  E d itio n , p a p e r  cover. I t  is a  th ic k  V o lum e, 

o n ta in in g  .375 p ag es . P rioe  R -. 4 — ch eap .



' * __ * r  *
t 'k IN F O R M A TIO N  FOR STRAN G ERS. * . -

' v ■' ' " t ’ ' r c  t -?-i .'. "
m i l E  Theosophical Society was formed afc ^ew  York; November 17611, 1S75. Its founders
p « f  -C1V̂  th ? beSi  1”Jere®ts °.f Re%ion aUd Science wouldbe promoted W tfie revival 

of bmisknt, Pali, Zend, and other ancient literature,' and'which the Sages and Initiates had 
preserved for the use of mankind - truths of the highest value respecting man and nature, 
f  S£°-eJ^ oS absolutely unsectanan .character^ tffrose work should be amicably prosecuted 
by the learned of all races, m -a spirit of unselfish dtevatfbn to the- research of truth, and with 
tne purpose of disseminating it impartially, seemedf Waly td dô  miifch ta  check materialism 
aud strengthen, the waning religious spirit. Tbe simplest expression of th^ obi6cts of the 
Society is the f o l l o w i n g J

F i r s t —To form the nucleus of a CJratersal Brotherhdod of Humanity, without distinction
ot race, creed, sex, caste or colour. - « . . . . . . .

S e c o n d .—To promote the study of Aryan and other Eastern literatures, religions and
sciences.

T h i r d .—A third object-pursued by a portion only of the members' of the Society-is to 
investigate unexplained laws of nature and the psychical’ powers of man

Xo person’s religious opinions are asked npon his joining, nor is interference with then, 
permitted, but every one is required, before admission, to promise to show towards his 
lellow-menibers the same tolerance in this respect as he claims for himself 

The H eadquarters , offices, and managing staff are a t Adyar, a; suburb of M adras where tlie 
Society has a 'p roperty  of twenty-seven acres.and extensive buildings, including one fbr the 
(M ental Library, and a spacious hall wherein the General Council meets annually in Conven 
tion on the  27th ot December. TheJIurWpfean Head-quarters is at 19, Avenue Road, Regent’s 
Park, X  W., London ; the American Head-quarters is a t 144, Madison Avenue, New York 

The Society is not yet endowed, but there is' a"nucleus of a. Fund, the income from the 
investm ent ot which will go towards defraying the current expenses ; these are mainly how­
ever met by the proceeds of entrance.fees, donations, and a small annual subscription frim  each 
member By the R eused  Buies ot 1889, the Society was placed upon a  basis of voluntary 
contiibutions and made entirely dependent for maintenance upon the generosity of its Fellows
and others. But a year’s experience proved thb old plan the better one*

The Official T rustee for all Society property  is-at p resen t tlie P residen t 
to r the  tim e being, and legacies and bequests should invariably be madein 

Ins name, in the legal phraseology of the Code of the conntry  where the  
tes ta to r executes his W ill. I f  left to the Society by nam e; the bequest 
becomes void m law. A legacy of £  8,000 was thus lost. The P residen t’s 
h ill address is H enry Steel O lcott, A dyar, M adras, In d ia . The T . S.
CL° " ventlon o t ,P®cembei' 1891 n e e d e d  to Col. O lcott’s request and  a B oard 
ot I r u s t e e s  will be shor tly  announced .  »

The Society, as a.body .eschew s politics and all subjects outside its declared sphere of work, 
l l i e / .  stringently forbid members to com promise its strict neutrality  in these m atters.

Hie llieosoplmst is private property, but under the Revised Rules it is the organ of the
ii ot 're s p oil's ib 1 e ̂  10 n ot oftlolal news- For anything else in the Magazine, the Society is

Many Branches of the Society liave been formed in various parts of the world.'aud new ones 
.ue constantly being organised. Each Branch fram es its own bye-laws and manages its own 
ocal business without interference from Head-quarters ; provided only th at the fundamental 

yules of the Society are not violated. Branches lying within certain territorial limits (as, for 
instance, Ameiica, Lurope, ludia, &c.,) have been grouped for purposes of adminie- 
nation  in tein to ria l Sections. For particulars, see the Revised Rules of 1891, where all neces­
sary information with regard to joining the Society, &c>, will also be found. 
n„VP t tn  f  2i !8°j2' 279 charters to r liranches had been issued. For particulars, sec the
Rales, &c., to be had oil application to the Recording Secretary of the Theosophical Society, 
Adyar, M adras; or to the General Secretaries of the Sections. '

In Europe, to G. R. S. Mead. 19, Avenue Road, Regent's Park, N. W London Tn \mp>ru'-i

M 'idm 11 Q1 Jlr  gT  144, ]VAfa d ir n pAIv nUe' V̂eW Y°rk - 111 Iudia‘ to Bci,^*ani Keightley, Adyar,’ Madias. In  Ceylon, ta  Mr. C. P. W eeresakara. Colombo.

NOTICE.
A New and  E xplanatory  Catalogue of 17 pages, containing the titles of 

over 400 im portan t and in te resting  works upon TH EO SO PH Y  R ELIG IO N  
MAGIC, SORCERY, PH A N TO M S, SPIR IT U A L IS M , TH O U G H T-R EA D ­
ING, PSY C H O M ETR Y , ASTROLOGY, PA L M IST R Y , H Y G IEN E 
etc., may be had upon application to the M anager, Theusophid Office A dvar’ 
M adras. All books are sent by V. P. P. i„ Ind ia , B urm a aud Ceylon for 
the price m arked in tlie Catalogue, with the addition of only V. P  
commission, J



^ m atters for publication in  the  Theosophist, address fco The Editor of tha * \  i
- ^  Theosophist, A d y a r . v \  ‘ ^  v<- f  ̂ ^  v  >

'A D Y ^ J a m to ry  iS9£.v  ^  ̂  ̂ ‘ - ^ ' 7  H . S. OLCOTT P  r%  S. \  -<  r  \

M A D A M E  B L A V A T S K Y ’S  W O R K S -
i

^ v  ^ k< ^ Price As. 0-8-0. '  "* >
• ^  ^  ^ ;  t h e  v o i c e  o f  t h e  s i l e n c e .
^ F ragm ents irom fche “  Hook Of t h e  G o ld e n  P r e c e p t s . "  <

«** * P rice Es. 2. " ' -
T H E  K E Y  T O  T H E O S O P H Y .

,; B eing a clear exposition,, in^£he formvflft* Question and A nsw er; o f th e  E thics,
- Science, and Philosophy, Jtfr th e  S tudy  o tr.whicii -the Theosophical Society has been  ̂
founded. •- . “ r ■. • .. . - f •

■vu; From the Open Court.-^-“ This is a  large book, well p rin ted , and well w r it te n . I t  
•is eloquent in many places and in teresting  in  all. The genius of i t  is pure and elevat- 
tpg; its  aspiration sublime.,J - , .* ■ v  ^

; ‘ ‘ s ; ' ' P rice Rs. 30. . • ' - -  - ■ •’ • \\
^ 7 -  ; - - - T H E  S E C R E T  D O C T R I N E .  : ;

. ■ vi T h e  'S y n t h e s i s  o f  S c i e n c e ,  R e l i g i o n ,  a n d  P h i l o s o p h y  : 2  Vols. Royal Octavo. Cloth'.

; r"':'r; t Price R s /25. . . :v  - ' r • ' '  • : : :
I S I S  U N V E IL E D

A  M a s t e r  K e y  t o  t h e  M y s t e r i e s  op  A n c i e n t  a n d  M o d e r n  S c ien c e  a n d  T h e o l -  
: 2 Vote. Octavo. C lo th ;. ...

-  v  ^ Price Rs. 2-8-0: ' • — •
G E M S  F R O M  T H E  E A S T .

-  A: T h e o s o p h i c a l  I 3 i r t h d a y  B o o k . Beautifully Em bellished with Sketches and  
Sym bols of the O rient.; •. . '  . C  . .••-•••'' ;  ̂ v . :-

T H E O S O P H I C A L  G L O S S A R Y . "  7

- L U C I F E R :   ̂ ;
A Monthly Magazine - devoted to Theosophy . ■  ̂ -

' Founded by M a d a m e  B LA V A TSK Y  and E d ited  by M r s .  A n n i e  B e s a n t .  
Published on the 15th of each m onth by the Theosophical ’Publish ing  Society, 7, 

D uke Street. Adefphi. London, W. C. T e rm s ,— 15 Shillings ;t year, in advancc. Iu
In d ia  £  1 a vear in advancc.

igs a year
Iftdian A gent, Business M anager, T h e o s o p h i s t .

T H E  P A T H  : v
A  Monthly Magazine devoted to the Brotherhood of Humanity, 

Theosophy in America, and the Study of Occult Science, 

Philosophy, arid Aryan Literature.
E dited  and Published a t New York... by W IL L IA M  (J. JU D G E . I t  k. M adison 

Avenue. Terms,—2 dollars a  year in advance. For India, including extra Postage, 
R s .  6-8-0. Vol. V I commenced in A pril 1801. ''

E ith e r of the above Magazines, iind all new books announced in them , mav be 
c<ubi=cribed lor or ordered through, the M anager ol’ tlie Theoaophisl.

U\



/Ocreativ  ^ c o m m o n s
A ttr ib u tio n -N o n C o m m e rc ia l-S h a re A lik e  3 .0  U n p o r te d

Y o u  are free:

to  S h a r o  —  l o  c o p y ,  d istribu te  a n d  t ra n sm it  th e  w o r k

© to  R e m ix  —  to  a d a p t  th e  w o r k

U n d e r the  fo llo w in g  co n d it io n s :

CD
A t t r i b u t i o n  —  Y o u  m u s t  attribute th e  w o r k  in th e  m a n n e r  sp e c if ie d  b y  th e  au tho r 

o r  l ic e n so r  (bu t no t in a n y  w a y  th a t s u g g e s t s  th a t t h e y  e n d o r s e  y o u  o r  y o u r  u s e  o f 

the  w o rk ) .

N o n c o m m e r c ia l  —  Y o u  m a y  no t u s e  th is  w o r k  fo r  c o m m e rc ia l p u rp o s e s .

© S h a r e  A l i k e  —  If  y o u  alter, t ra n s fo rm ,  o r  bu ild  u p o n  th is  w o rk ,  y o u  m a y  d istribute  

the  re su lt in g  w o r k  o n ly  u n d e r  th e  s a m e  o r  s im ila r  l ic e n se  to  th is  one .

W ith  the  u n d e rsta n d in g  that:

W a i v e r  —  A n y  o f  the  a b o v e  c o n d it io n s  c a n  b e  w a i v e d  if y o u  g e t  p e r m is s io n  f ro m  the  c o p y r ig h t  

holder.

P u b l i c  D o m a in  —  W h e r e  th e  w o r k  o r  a n y  o f  its e le m e n ts  is  in  th e  p u b l i c  d o m a in  u n d e r  

a p p lica b le  law, th a t s ta t u s  is  in  n o w a y  a ffe c te d  b y  th e  licen se .

O t h e r  R i g h t s  —  In  n o  w a y  a re  a n y  o f  th e  fo llow ing  r igh ts  a ffe c te d  b y  th e  licen se :

• Y o u r  fa ir  d e a lin g  o r  f a i r  u s o  righ ts, o r  o th e r a p p lica b le  c o p y r ig h t  e x c e p t io n s  a n d  

lim itations;

• T h e  a u th o r 's  m o r a l  rights;

• R ig h t s  o th e r  p e r s o n s  m a y  h a v e  e ither in th e  w o r k  itse lf o r  in h o w  th e  w o r k  is  u se d ,  s u c h  

a s  p u b l i c i t y  o r  p r iv a c y  rights.

N o t i c o  —  F o r  a n y  r e u s e  o r  d istribution, y o u  m u s t  m a k e  c le a r  to o th e rs  the  l ic e n se  te rm s  o f 

th is w o rk .  T h e  b e s t  w a y  to  d o  th is  is  w ith  a  link to  th is  w e b  page .


