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THE 8A
FIGURES A8 GIVEN BY Accoanm?':ro
. ‘ PiTHA’MBARAJIL. THR BRITISH
0. NAMEs OF THE GURUS. CALEXDAR.
Total
S periodof]|
Up to ascend.| FTOM To
ancy.
37 | Vishnn Bhératiswami 1200 of sali] 35 | 1324 | 1368
38 | Gangathara do T | 1324 va),‘,am' 34 | 1369 | 1402
39 | Nirsimha do 1v . 13565 ' 31 1403 | 1433
40 | Sankara do 1I J 1338 . 33 1434 | 1466
41 | Purushottama do II 1432 44 ) 1467 | 15
. ’ 10
42 | Rémachandra do 1466 34 | 15411 | 16
” 4 1644
43 | Nirsimha do ' .| 1509 ’ 43 1548 | 1587
44 | Vidydranya Bharati 1842 33 | 1588 | 1620
45 | Nirsimha do I .| 1561 » 19 1621 | 1639
46 | Sankara do I .| 1588 " 24 1640 | 1663
47 | Nirsimha do 1T 1601 ” 16 1664 | 1679
48 | Sankara do I 1629 ” 28 | 1680 | 1707
49 | Nirsimha do 111 .| 1653 ” 24 | 1708 | 1731
50 | Sankara do III ...| 1685 ’ 35 1732 | 1766
51 | Nirsimha ‘ do 1v .1 1691 ’ 6 | 1767 | 1772
62 3
Sankara do v .| 1729 ” 38 | 1773 | 1810
53 | Nirsimha do v | 1742 ’ 13 1811 | 1823
64 | Sankara do A\ 1776 ' 34 1824 | 1857
55 | Nirsimha do VI .| 1782 ’ 6 1858 | 1863
56 | Sri Sankara Bhératiswami

The above list of Gurus of the Sringeri Math differs in several par

ticulars from the one already published.

It is given by Pithambaraji of

ﬁo.mbay in the Introducti.on to his elaborate Commentaries on Panchadast.
is very complete, and is said to have been obtained from the Sringeri

Math

It is desirable that some F.T.S. residing near Sringeri, or
Ll

visiting there, should ascertain if a correct list is now obtainable in the

Math

.

This would put the matter beyond doubt I think.

A. Siva Row.
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THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH.
[Family motio of the Maharajohs of Benares.)

S

OLD DIARY LEAVES.*
CuartEr X1V,

WHILE T may well despair of proving the exact degree in which the
complex personality, H. P. B., may be said to have written * Isis
Unveiled,” yet I think it clear and beyond dispute that she digested and
assimilated all the material, making it her own and fitting it into her
book like bits of stone into a mosaic. As Prof. Wilder recently wrote
me, *Few books are absolutely original That these volumes were in
style is as plain as can well be. People only demand that
’s principle be applied : ‘WhenT eat chicken,
the chicken becomes me !’ " , .
than to shirk the whole inquiry, and chime
in with those who simply declare H. P. B. to have been, so to say, di-
vinely inspired, and guiltless of errors, contradictions, exaggerations or
limitations ; but I cannot do this, having so well known her, and the
truth only will serve me. If I have to stand between the two fires of
her pitiless calumniators and her incautious devotees, I cannot help it:
posterity will judge between us all. I love her memory too well to lie
As for shrinking from the closest inquiry. into her
it is not to be thought of. I, certainly, am not
and thus abandon her and her work to -

her peculiar
Mr. Henry Ward Beecher
1 do not become chicken ;

Nothing would be easier

or juggle for her.
occult and mental gifts,
going to shut my eyes to facts,

* I shall be under great obligations to any friend who wishes well to this his-
torical sketch, if he (or ghe) will give or lend me for reference any interesting
documents, or any lotters written them during the years 1875, 6,7 and 8, by either ..
H. P. B. or myself, about phenomena, the occult laws which produce them, or events
in the history of the T. §., or any newspapers or cuttings from the same relating to
- the samesubjects. Loans of this kind will be carefully returned, and I shall be glad to”
refund, if desired, any expense for postage incurred by the senders. Reminiscences
of occult things shown by . P. B., if described to me by the eye-witnesses, will be -
specially valued. I may not live to get out a second Edition of my book, and wish |
to make the first as interesting and trustworthy as possible. One ought not, at the -
age of sixty, to trust too much to one’s own memory, although mine seems not to -
fail me as yet. Friendly Editors will oblige very much by giving cun]-oisncsy g) this .

request,
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those who would rejoice in destroying the high pedestal upon which we
ought to place her, and in degrading her into the dangerous impostor
which the leaders of the S.P. R. tried to show her to be. The very
question of the alleged resemblances between her own hand-writing and
that of a Master—one of the pet counts in their indictment—properly

comes within the lines of our present discussion of the MS, of “ Isis
Unveiled.” ' :

One cannot fail to see, after reflection, that as regards the case in
point, atleast these several hypotheses must be considered :

L. Was the book written by H. P. B. entirely as an independent,
conscious amanuensis, from the dictation of a Master ?

2. Or wholly or in part by her Higher Self while controlling her
physical organism ?

3. Or as a medium obsessed by other living persons ?
4. Or partly under any two or more of these three conditions ?

5. Or as an ordinary spiritual medium, controlled by intelligences
disincarnate ?

6. Or was it written by several alternately latent and active per-
sonalities of herself ?

7. Or simply by her as the uninspired, uncontrolled and not ob-
sessed Russian lady, H. P. B., in the usual state of waking consciousness,
and differing in no way from any other author doing a work of this class ?

Let us begin with the last alternative. We shall discover very
readily and unmistakably that H. P. B.’s education and training were
quite incongruous with the idea that she was erudite, philosophical, or in
the least degree, a book-worm. The memoirs of her life, as communi-
cated by her family toMr. Sinnett, her biographer, and to myself,* show that
she was a rebellious pupil, with no love of serions literature, no attrac-
tion for learned people, no tendency to haunting libraries : the terror of
her governesses, the despair of her relatives, a passionate rebel against
all vestraint of custom o conventionality. Her carly years werc
passed in the company of * hunchback goblins” and sprites, with whom
shespent days and weeks together, and in playing disagreeable tricks npon,
and clairvoyantly telling disagreeable secrets to, people. Tle only literature
she loved was the folk-lore of Russia, and at no period of her life before
she began to write “ Isis,” not even during the year she lived in New York
before being sent to hunt me up, did the family or any of her friends or
acquaintances hear of her displaying bookish habits or tastes. Miss
Ballard and other ladies who knew her in her several New York lodging-

houses, and were familiar with her habits and mode of life, never knew
her to have visited the Astor, the Societ

/ Y, the Mechanics’, the Historical,
the American Institute, the Brooklyn, or the Mercantile library : no one

has ever come forward to recognize her as a frequenter of those alcoves
of printed thought. She belonged to no scientific or otherwise learned

¥ Cf. Chapter VII.
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ny desire to do o, I could not put it into
ere the property of the publisher. T had no money to
d finally the firm was quite satisfied to let things
all its glaring defects, the work—

shth edition—is still in demand.”

rected in a subsequent edition,

practice, as the plales w
pay for the expenses, an
be as they are, since, notwithstanding
which has now reached its seventh or ci

Again, 1 have italicised the notable passages. My ‘little leisure’
was nearly two years of night work, from, say 8 . M. to 2 4. M., o1, 50
many of those Liours as were not taken up by visitors. Prof. Wilder
lived at Newark, not Jersey City; the ‘six hundred dollars’ for extra
corrections that the Publisher charged up against the Author, were

all those made on the two Volumes (1,320 pp., Royal 8vo.))

for
Very little read-

in galleys, in page, and in stereotype-plate proofs.
ing was done by third parties, and even that I had to revise three or more
times ; the last thirty-six pages of the Index we never saw, the MSS.
destroyed by Dr. Wilder's housemaid ; and

having been inadvertently
to say that the omission of quotation-marks and Authors’ names from
ving control over the plates, is

quoted passages was due to ler not ha
simply nonsense, and shows that her mind was all confused about these

carly details. She must be held blameless for the inaccuracies of remi-
niscence, whatever may be fairly charged against the Author of “Isis™
as to sins of omission or commission. Whatever they may have been,
it is a splendid book, one of the best of our times, an invaluable repo-

f facts and arguments for the mystic and, especially, the Theoso-

sitory o
write one equal

phist : not one of her calumniators has ever or ever can
to it. They are like those who throw vitriol upon dresses, or mutilate
grand pictures with their knives and lancets; but that is all: the book

will stand long after this generation has passed on to the Judgment

Hall of Yama, the Lord of Death.

The endless substitutions of new for old ‘copy * and transpositions
from one Chapter or one Volume to another, were confined to such por-
tions of the work as, I should say, were done in her normal condition—
if any such there was—and suggested the painful struggles of a ‘ green
hand’ over a gigantic literary task. Unfamiliar with grammatical
English and literary methods, and with her mind absolutely untrained for
such sustained desk work, yet endowed with a courage without bounds
and a power of continuous mental concentration that has scarcely been
cqualled, she floundered on through weeks and months towards her
goal, the fulfilment of her Master's orders. This literary feat of hers

surpasses all her phenomena.

The glaring contrasts between the jumbled and the almost perfect
portions of her MS. quite clearly prove that the same intelligence was
not at work throughout: and the variations in handwriting, in mental
method, in literary facility, and in personal idiosyncracies, bear out this
idea. At this distance of time and with her MS. destroyed, it is impossi-
ble for me to say which of her shifting personalities is mainly responsi-
ble for her alleged unacknowledged use of quotations. Whatever came
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- into my hands that seemed as if taken from another author I, of course,
would put between inverted commas, and it is quite possible that their
use with some of her own original ideas is chargeable to me; the pass-
ages in question reading as if somebody’s else. When she wrote other
people’s words into her current argument without break of the continu-
ity, then, naturally enough—unless the passages were from books I had

read, and that were familiar to me, I would go on correcting itas H, P. B’s.
own ‘copy’. I have said above that I got my occult education in the
compilation of “Tsis” and in H. P. B’s teaching and experiments ; I must
‘now add that my previous literary life had taken me into other and much
more practical fields of study than the literature which is synthesised in
““Isis”, viz, Agricultural Chemistry and Scientific Agriculture gener-
ally : so that she might have given me ‘copy’ entirely made up of pass-
‘ages borrowed from Orientalists, Philologists and Eastern Sages, without
my being able to detect the fact. Personally 1 have never had plagia-
" risms in ¢ Isis” pointed out to me, whether verbally or otherwise, nor do
I know there are such ; but if there are, two things are possible (a) that
the borrowing was done by the untrained, inexperienced literary beginner,
H. P. B, who was ignorant of the literary sin she committed, or )
that the passages had been so worked into the copy as not to draw my
editorial attention to their incongruity with what preceded and succeed-
ed them. Or—a third alternative—might it be that, while writing she
was always half on this plane of consciousness, half on the other; and that
" she read her quotations clairvoyantly in the Astral Light, and used them
as they came apropos, without really knowing who were the authors or
what the titles of their books ? Surely her Eastern acquaintances will
be prepared to think that a plausible theory, for if ever any one lived
in two worlds habitually, it was she. Often—as above stated—I have
seen her in the very act of copying extracts out of phantom books,
invisible to my senses, yet most undeniably visible to her.

Now let us consider the next hypothesis, the 6th, viz., that the book

was written by several different . P. B. personalities, or several per-

. sonal strata of her consciousness capable of coming seriatim into activity
out of latency. Upon this point the researches of our contemporaries are
not yet so far advanced as to enable us to dogmatise. In his “Incidents
in the Life of Mme. Blavatsky” (p. 147), Mr. Sinnett quotes a written
description of hers of a “ double life” she led throughout a certain “ mild
fever,” which was yet a wasting illness, that she had when a young lady

in Mingrelia : '
“ Whenever I was called by name, I opened my eyes upon hearing it,

and was myself, my own personality in every particular. As soon as I was
left alone, however, I relapsed into my usual, half-dreamy condition, and be-
came somebody else (who, namely, Mme. B. will not tell)...... In cases when 1
was interrupted, when in my other self, by the sound of m y present name
being pronounced, and while I was conversing in my dream-life,—say at
half & sentence either spoken by me or those who were with my second e
8t the time,—and opened my eyes to answer the call, I used to answer very
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i sonage ] had hecome, ider
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‘ho  wa . P. Blaw ‘ ] o

;)({;t'x‘l‘l_;odiﬁerent individuality from myself, and had no connection with my
actual life.”
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ny W S f (¢] b nil 1lt 1]

v H.P.B. was the conscious entity which inhabited her phys1.cal bodi,
on .P.B. was ‘ Dodss

({thwt the ¢ somebody else’” was not H. P. B, but, unotlher ulch({ P‘ .
o ] 1 i § r and H.P.B.
entity, having an inexplicable connection with H.P.B.s b(l)c yt 1 P

ore o 1 s have bee1

True ,tliere are cases known where certain tastes ‘:md ta er; S have bee
’ i rer eion to the normal self. rof.

self which weve foreig

shown by the second . ign ! . M

Barrett );01 instance, tells of a vicar’s son 1n the North of I;lon(b ]
al‘ ' . . N ., . . ;

fter a ;erious illness, became two distinct per sonalities. The a iﬂm m;]

after a se SS, . nal
1f « did not know his parents, he had no memory of the past, he ca

sil hi If by another name and, what is still more remarkable, he
ed himse h me, v . e o he

' i ‘hi ever before shown a trace.

s talent, of which he had n :
doveloned musicn ’ e the second self, replacing the
So - there are many cases where the ¢ s h e
normal self, calls itself by a different name and has a specia Vmen y

’ 3
£ its own experiences. In the well-known case of Lurancy Vennum,
herl o .od by the disincarnate soul of another
her body was completely obsessed by ate soul of amother
girl named Mary Roff, who had died twelve years beiore. .

obsession her personality changed entirely ; she remembered all that had

far ‘ior to her decease, but her own parents,

e(‘)rrellril(:]jisgzI;i(tlt(}lgiilc{s,Rggéfl::ne total strangers. The obsession ]ars“ted
iearly; four months.* The body oc.cupied seemed to 1\‘/[arly bi{(?tf b(::
natural that she conld hardly feel 11t. was not}:ler“ (;;7 1g:(1:efll{ . Wgnder”
nearly thirty years ago.” The Editor .of tf e y a ..186(0 fonder”
»amphlet copies, from Harper's Magazine for .ay, ) ev.
: bll W. S. Plummer p. D.’s account of a certain Mary Reynolds
do:sme:qlit. ‘which lasted, with intervals of relapse to 'the normal
Si(;:mée, i"rorr)lr, his eighteenth to her sixteenth y'ear. During Zhev .](r‘w;
century of her life, she remained wholly :m her second or ]a tm}n ”ia,
condition : the normal self, that was the conscious owner 0{; :l 1: 1;0:]);
had been wiped out, as it were. But, observe t}}e strange fact Ss; abe; ,:n
knew in the second self had been taught 'her in t.-hat stat;. B Rle' Tc.l
that second life at eighteen (of the boiy’s life) oblivious of N m% te]:) cho fh,

11 she had known or suffered ; her second state was precisely that of a
o «All the past that remained to her, was the faculty of
pronouncing a few words : until she was taught their ?jgni:;ance, they
were unmeaning sounds to her.”’—(* Watseka Wonder,” p. 42.)

In the ¢ Incidents, etc.,” (p. 146), is an explanation of th.e‘ way in
which H. P. B. would give the Gooriel and Mingrelian nobility, who

* See “ The Watseka Wonder.” To be had of the Manager, Theosophist Office.

quarter

new-born infant.






























































































