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The first of the letters quoted above was received ona Friday afternoon.
On the following Monday long arvticles were in eight—about all—of the
leading morning papers, and in two of those of the afternoon. The feeling
against the outrageous persecution was strong, no one speaking in favor of
the persccutors. The whole thing started from an attack upon the character
of Madame Blavatsky by the Rev. Mr. Redmon, the minister of the Mission.
He made the attack in the presence of Miss Chapin and the other two ladies,
and it was particularly ungenerous hecanse ho kuew how they felt towards
lier, whose character he so wantonly assailed.

"The amount of public atteution attracted by this disagreeable episode
is surprising. It has lead many, who otherwise would have left it alone, to
investigute Theosophy.

Miss Stabler, an enthusiast in the cause, has recently visited St. Louis,
Cincinnati, Columbia, and Pittsburgh. Her visits bave been of great
utility.

The trial by the Presbyterian Church of the Rev. Dr. Briggs for heresy
has resulted in his suspension. It proves nothing and has only aroused
bitter and active internal dissensions. It already begins to look as though
the result would be the death of Presbyterianism—the fatalism of Chris-
tianity.

H.'I'. Parrersown, F. 1. 8.

We have received a copy of the Press of New York giving cartocns of
Miss Chapin and Dr. Briggs, the Presbyterian Minister. They arve represent-
cd as standing in the pillory. The latter bears a label with the words
“ Heretic: A Presbyterian Minister suspended and forbidden to preach for
declaring that the Bible while it contains the word of God, is not without
arors introduced by man” Miss Chapin’s pillory bears the following :—
* Theosophist : A teacher for ten years in a New York non-sectarian School
is discharged for being a Theosophist.” We offer Miss Chapin our sincere
and fraternal sympathy.—Ed.

EDITORIAL NOTICE.

It is my intention to revive, in the next volume of the Theosophist, the
feature of editorial comments on passing events of interest to us, which was
started by H. P. B., in our earliest volumes under the headings “ Noctur-
nal Thoughts on Newspaper Clippings” and “Paragraph Flashes from the
I'our Quarters,” and which is now enlivening the pages of Lucifer, the P,
and other Theosophical Magazines. Sprightly and thoughtful paragraphs will
be welcomed from every sourceand will bear the writers’ initials. They should

rarely exceed ten lines each.
H.8. 0.
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CHarrer XVIIL.

MONG the public events which contributed to give notoriety to bur
Society in its early days, was the rescue of a party of pauper
Arabs from threatened starvation, and their shipment to Tunis. Tt was
theosophical only in the limited sense of being humimitaria,n, hence an
act of altruism ; and all altruistic endeavours arve essentially theosophi-
cal. Moreover, in this case, the element of religion was a factor, The
story, in brief, is as follows :—

One Sunday morning, in July 1876, H. P. B. and I, being alone in -
the “ Lamasery,” read in the morning papers that a party of nine ship-
wrecked Mussalman Arabs had been landed from the schooner “Kate
Foster,” just arrived from Trinidad. They were penniless and friend.-
less, could not speak a word of English, and had wandered about
the streets for two days without food, until the secretary of the Turk-
ish Consul gave them some loaves of bread and, by order of His
Honor the Mayor of New York, temporary shelter had been given
them at Bellevue Hospital. Unfortuxmtely for them, certain New

* I shall be under great obligations to any friend who wishes well to this his-
torical sketch, if he (or she) will give or lend me for reference any interesting
documents, or any letters written them during the years 1875, 6, 7 and 8, by either
1L. P. B. or myself, about phenomena, the occult laws which produce them, or events
in the history of the 'I'. S., or any newspapers or cuttings fromn the same relating to
the samesubjects. Loans of this kind will be carefully returned, and I ghall be glad to
refund, if desired, any expense for postage incurred by the senders. Reminiscences
of occult things shown by H. P. B,, if described to me by the eye-witnesses, will be
specially valued. I may not live to get out a second Edition of my book, a,nd wish
to make the first as interesting and trustworthy as possible. One bught not, at the
age of sixty, to trusi too much to oue’s own memory, although mine seems not to
fail me as yet. Priendly Editors will oblige very nich by giving currency to this
request. H. 8. 0.
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Regulations about emigrants had been adopted in the March pre-
ceding by the Commissioners of Public Charities and the Emigration
Board, which made both those public bodies powerless to deal with cases
like the present. The papers stated that the Arabs had brought no
documents with them to prove their nationality, and thereby fix upon
some foreign Consul the responsibility for their custody and relief; in
vain they had been taken to the consuls of Turkey and France; and,
unless private velicf were forthcoming, a bitter prospect was before
them. How well I remember the scene when we had read the narrative!
H. P. B.and I stood shoulder-to-shoulder, looking out of the South front
window, each deploring the lot of the poor cast-aways. The fact which
appealed strongest to our feelings was that they were Mussalmans—
ITeathen, whose religion placed them outside the bounds of ready sym-
pathy in a community of Christians who, to say nothing about popular
prejudice, had too frequent appeals to relieve the wants of their co-
religionists. These unfortunates had a right, then, to the kind offices
of fellow Heathen like ourselves, and then and there it was decided that
T should go to work.

I found them at the Hospital and, as their apparent leader could
speak a little French and a casual visitor knew alittle Arabic, T con-
trived to get a rather incoherent story out of them. They told me they
were from Tunis and wished to return there; had now come from Tri-
nidad; but how they got to Trinidad from Tunis, several thousand
miles distant, across the Ocean and up the Mediterranean, I could not
make out. They told me something about being for nine days in an
open hoat, and about their provisions and water having failed just
hefore their reaching Demarara ; from whence they were sent on to Tri-
nidad ; but nothing more could T gather that was coherent. However,
there they were, in rags and with no prospect of filling their empty
stomachs after the lapse of the few days that they were to be tolerated
in the Hospital. Tt was a case of food first and stories afterward. 1
must mention their names because something very strange happened
with one of the party later on. They were: Kara Mahomed ; Achmet
Ben Barik: Tarad Ben Achmet; Said Belkar; Djillab Ben Abez;
adri Ben Hamet ; Lachader Ben Grenah ; Haji Mahomet; and Ahmed
Ben Mahommed. Tunis being then a Feudatory of the Porte, T first
addressed myself to the Ottoman Consul and received a reply dated
July 7th, informing me that the case having been submitted to the
Turkish Minister, he had decided that, in the absence of proper pass-
ports, the Arabs could not be recognized as Turkish subjects, and he
could do nothing for them. T then turned to the Mayor, who took the
deepest interest in the case and gave me every help. By his adviee,
I addressed the public through the N. Y. Times, appealing for money to
give them food, clothing and bedding, to pay their passages honice, and
give each man something in hand to have on landing. Iis Honor, the
Mayor, gave me an initial subscription of % 25, and the following oflicial

1893.] Old Diary Leaves. 707

document endorsing my published statement and offering to take charge
of any sums that might be contributed :

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
Crty HALL.

New York, July 10th, 1870,

“The undersigned asks attention to the following document, and
endorses its statements as to the necessities of the unfortunate Arabs and
the impracticability of relict being given by the Administrative Bureaux.

*The undersigned hopes that no delay may occur in the subscription of
the comparatively small sum that it will require to send the ‘Arabs to their
own country and friends. Tt would disgrace our City to turn them into the
streets to starve.

“Payment of subscriptions may be made to the bearer in cash, or, if
preferred, in cheques drawn to the order of the undersigned who, at Col.
Olcott’s request, has consented to receive and acknowledge any sums sub-
scribed.

“(Signed) W. H. Wickax,

City Mayor.”
Seal, ’

The document appended wasa copy of my appeal. Armed with
these credentials, I canvassed the wealthier classes of the City pretty
thoroughly, getting, I am happy to say, ten subscri ptions to one refusal.
It was an uncommonly hot July, that year, and it was a foretaste of the
Tropics which I had not bargained for. Every night I came home half
wilted, but the interest which H. P. B. and, gradually, all our associates,
took in the progress of the work was quite enough to keep me in the
vein if my own zeal had flagged, which, there being Asiatics in the
case, it did not. Abouta fortnight had elapsed when the schooner ¢ Light
of the East’—what a queer coincidence !—brought four more sons of the-
Sabaran sands to join their fore-runners and increase my respounsibilities.
Their tale of woe agreed in the main with that of the others, but one of .
them was at once pointed out to me as their chief and a Tunisian
Marabout, or saint. The mystery I shall presently have to mention was
connected with him.

My mendicancy lasted throughout the whole of July ; I raised over "
$ 2,000, fitted out the party with clothes, mattresses, blankets, pillows,
food and medicine; paid Captain A. C. Nash of the Brig “ Kaluna,”
on my birth-day, August 2nd, six hundred dollars in gold for their
passages to Gibraltar; gave the “ Marabout” twenty-five more for
each of the thirteen, as passage money from Gibraltar to Tunis, and
to each man twenty dollars in gold, as hand-money ; and then thought
I had done with them. The Captain thought otherwise, for he did not like
their looks—quite naturally, since they did not resemble at all the ideal
poctical Arab, but were a rough-looking lot of tatterdemalions—and
feared they might rise and capture the ship. He wished to return the
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money and cancel the coutract unless 1 would consent to go in charge of
them! When the Arabs were told that the Captain had invited me
to take the voyage for recreation, they showed a wild Jjoy, kissing my
hands and skirvts and begging me to come. T did not mention  Isis Un-
veiled” as a reason why I could not go, but just declined. Asthe Captain
was very firm in his refusal, 1 did the next best thing by getting a young
. T. S., named Spaulding, to go in my place, furnishing him the money
for his expenses ; and the brig sailed on her way on the fixcd date.

As my collection was made among the best known and most
influential men of New York (whose autographs are preserved in my
blank-book, now lying before me) and T was working in co-operation
with the Mayor, of course the newspapers kept themselves well informed
of my progress and gossipped to the public over details. When all was
finished, we baited a journalistic trap into which all the New York papers
walked to our great amusement. I had given Spaunlding written instruc-
tions at parting, in which le was divected, after delivering his credentials
(from the Mayor and myself) to the American Consul at Tunis and restor-
ing the Arabs to their families, to hunt up a real magician who possessed
good psychic powers and might be willing to come to America and
teach us; telling him that, upon his cabling me to that effect, the money
for expenses would be duly remitted to him.

To guide him in his search I described in detail the laws and facts of
white and black magic, and the characters and phenomena of their prac-
titioners. The editors and reporters knew so little of the character and
habits of either true magicians or sorcerers, that they eagerly copied
these instructions and set to writing paragraphs and editorials all over
the country about African magic and magicians, the departed Arabs,
Theosophy and the Theosophical Society. Our innocent artifice thus
gave us very shortly a wide notoriety—so wide that even the London
papers spoke of us—and made some millions of newspaper readers more
or less acquainted with our views about psychical matters. Some of
the editorials were very funny as well as witty, one in the N. Y. World
of August 4th especially, entitled “The Coming Fiend,” over which

I.P.B, and I laughed until we cried, The following extracts will show
the tone of the whole :—- ‘

“If one of these jugglers can be induced to come over from Cairo or
Bombay and instruct skeptical New York audiences in the mysteries of
practical Theosophy, there need be no question of expenses. How he would
draw—causing palm trees to sprout in the Academy ; borrowing children
from the audience to ¢nt into tender loins, and restoring them whole under
a crust of pie, to their hears-hroken parents; climbing up nothing to a pro-
per plane, and then levitating calmly avound the “lhorseshoe,” and other-
wise justifying Colouel Olcott and the Theosophlical Society to the public
mind ¥ % ¥ ¥ The N by the way, engages itsclt to pay for bringing
the fiend over. That seems to us to be unnecessary. Let him levitate and
hitch Mr, Spaulding on behind, Lot them appear together hovering over
New York from the Eastern sky, a true sign in the heavens, a new constella-
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tion of the Gemini, while the Theosophical Society assembled on Pier No. 1,
holds Colonel Olcott forcibly down from joining them aloft.”

The editors joked and the people langhed, but still they n:]l learnt
something about the alleged potentialities of Eastern Occultlsrfl ; and
while the secular papers welcomed the discussion  to cletfr the air from
the pestilent fog” evoked by Spiritualism, the Bann.er of Lz:qht, the.oldest
and most influential organ of the Spiritualists, copl.ed my mstructl(.ms to
Spaulding from the N. Y. Daily Graphic as sometlllr}g that would inter-
st its readers.

o lf\S'Vlhile the Arabs were in New York, I brought the alleged Marabout
and one or two more of them to see H. P. B, who regaled them with coffee

and cigarettes and her jolly conversation; of which, by the way, they

comprehended very little for lack of a commonly understood lfmguage .to
talk in. The Chief’s appearance was singular. In complexion he was
dark ; height, 5 ft. 8 in ; hair, black ; beard, brown ; face, small and fe.a-
minine ; nose, straight and long; eyes, hazel: and on the back of his
right hand and in his forehead were tattoo-marks. His manners were
gentle and rather bashful, probably because of the presenct? of a Euro-
pean lady ; but it was his eyes that drew one’s whole attention. ' There
was a vacancy about them, as it were an absence of the soul, llkfa that
one sees with persons in Yogic reverie. One day that he was with us,
he went toa table, took up a pen, and wrote me anote from one of our Ma-
hdtmds, in French, signing the name correctly. That, I take it, was a clear
example of S'aktydves'a, or the phenomenal controlling of a living per-
son’s body by another living person, to give out information foreign to
the writer’s consciousness. When he resumed his seat, I cross-ques-
tioned him as to his knowledge of Eastern adepts, but he seemed quite
unable to give me the least light upon the subject. He was equally
unable to write even a few words in French, and, when asked to sign -
his name in that language, could only do it in Avabic; while as to the
message he had just written before our cyes, he declared he could not
read it nor did he know whence it proceeded nor whose hand had traced
the characters.

When the party had got away with Spaulding, I wrote the Governor
of Trinidad to enquire if their story was true, and if he could throw
any light upon their antecedents, especially upon Pheir- cock-and.-bull:
story about getting from Tunis to Demarara within nine days in an
open boat. In due course I was kindly favored with His Excellency’s
reply, through the Colonial Secretary, which covered a special .Report
from the Inspector Commandant of Police, giving me full particulars.
It rubbed the bloom from off the grape and destroyed our bit of ro-
mance. The thirtcen Arabs were just simply * French (Arab) refugees
from Cayenne, to which Penal Settlement they were originally sent for
crimes of a more or less serious nature.” Copies of their Descriptive
Lists accompanied the Report. T have all the documents yet.

As said in a previous chapter, among the most delightful reminis-
cences of those early theosophic years is our correspondence with
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thoughtful, cultured persons of both sexes, of whom two are most
lovingly remembered. They are Charles Carleton Massey and William
Stainton Moseyn (or, as corrupted, Moses.) The gencral topic of our
correspondence was mentioned above (Cf. Chapter IV) and the names
of these two loyal friends can never pass out of my memory, We, of
course, represented the Conservative party of Oriental Occultism ;
Stainton Moseyn (Moses) was a progreséive, truth-secking, highly edu-
cated Spiritualist, taking him all-in-all the ablest mau among them ;
and Massey was between the two extremes, a candid and convinced
investigator of the phenomena, with a deeply metaphysical mental bias,
ready to meet half-way any new facts or ideas we might put forward.
The interchange of letters—some so long as to be rather essays—conti-
nued between us four during several years, and our discussions covered a
very wide range of interesting, important, even vital questions relating
to psychological subjects. The one most thoroughly threshed out was,
I fancy, that of the Elemental Spirits, their place in nature, and their
relations with humanity. T had lightly touched upon this question in
our first European manifesto above alluded to, but it was now gone into
in all its chiet bearings. Tdecply regret that those in charge of
Stainton Moseyn’s papers, have not yet sent me those which might have
helped me in my present work, as I might have made it much more
interesting by comparing H. P. B’s and my letters with the replies of our
friends, which I have preserved. S. M. had gone into the investigation
of mediumistic phenomena with the sole purpose of satisfying himself
whether they were real or mot, but shortly found himself a medium
despite himself and the subject of phenomena of the most extraor-
dinary kind. By night and by day, whether alonc or in company,
they would occur, and soon all the scientific and philosophical ideas
Lhe had brought away from Oxford, were scattered to the four
winds, and he had to accept new theories of matter and force, man
and nature. His revered friend and benefactress, Mrs. Speer, is giving
in Light, weekly reports of the séances held by S.M. at Dr. Speer’s
house, and, I ventare to say, a more interesting record of mediumship
has never been written, for, in past ages or the present, there has hardly
cver been a more gifted medium than my heart-brother, now dead and
gone. His pre-eminence consisted in the surprising variety of his
phenomena, which were both physical and psychical and all highly
iustructive, added to his trained mental endowments, which reflected
themselves in the quality of the psychically transmitted intelligence,
and his dogged determination to believe mothing taught him by the
alleged spirits which he could not perfectly understand. The major
part of these teachings he received by automatic writing through his
own hand, just as Mr. Stead seems now to be getting his own spirit-
teachings from ¢ Julia” : he might give his whole attention to reading
a book or conversation, but his disengaged hand would go on writing
and writing by the half hour together, and when he twrned his eyces
upon the pages thus covered, he would find original thoughts, conveying
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new ideas foreign to his own beliefs, or successfully answering his ques-
tions previously put, perhaps, on another occasion. He was always
convinced, and vehemently so declared in his letters to us, that
the intelligence controlling his hand was not his own ; neither his
waking or latent consciousness, but just simply a spirit or spirits;
he claimed to know them perfectly by sight (clairvoyant), speech
(clairaudient) and writing, as unmistakably as he knew any living per-
son. We, on the other hand, urged that the question was not yet
proven, and that there was at least an even chance that his “ Imperator,”
or chief spirit-teacher, was his latent self, and that his circle-phenomena
were produced by Elementals coming for the time being under the
dominion of his own masterful will. It appeared upon comparing notes
that several of his most striking medinmistic phenomena were almost
identical with those with which H. P. B. was edifying us in New York
and, since hers were admittedly produced by her subject Elementals, I
could not see why his might not be also. Among these were the ringing
of sweet “ fairy bells” in the air; the production of delicious scents in
the air and as exudations from the psychic’s body, which, with H. P. B.,
bedewed the palms of her hands and in 8. M.’s case the scalp of his
head ; lights floating through the air; precipitations of writing on sur-
faces beyond the operator’s reach; apports of gems and other objects ;
air-born music; the possession by each of gems which changed colour
and grew dull or black when the possessor fell ill; the disintegration
of crayons or leads to be used in precipitated writings ; identical Orien-
tal perfumes perceived when certain invisible intelligences versed in occult
science were present ; Oxon’s perceiving in the astral light glowing points
of coloured light arranged in a triangle so asto form the mystic symbol of
the Eastern Lodge of our Mahdtmis ; and, finally, the power of leaving
the physical body in the ¢ double”, vetaining consciousness and resuming
bodily occupancy at the end of the soul-flight. So close a resemblance
in experiences would naturally create a strong mutual interest be-
tween the two great psychics, and naturally enough S. M. was
most eager to profit by any instructions or hints that H. P, B.
could give him as to how he might improve his knowledge of
the other world and gain that complete control over his psychical nature
which the completed training for adeptship implies. What effect -our
interchange of views had upon S. M’s mind and the teachings of
* Imperator” to the Speer circle, will be considered in the next chapter.
I shall also have something to say with respect to the view taken by
educated Hindus as to the danger and puerility of psychical phenomena,
whether produced by mediums or mdutrikas—possessors of charms of
power.

H. S. OLCOTT.

(Lo be continued.)










































































































