
ait

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .
* * i

V O L . X X I ,  N O . 3 ,  D E C E M B E R  1 8 9 0 .

T H E R E  IS  N O  R E L I G I O N  H I G H E R  T H A N  T R U T H .

[Family motfo of (he Maharajahs of Benares. ]

OLD DIARY LEAVES.*
F ourth S eries , C hapter IT.

T
H O S E  w h o  f o l l o w  m e  t h r o u g h  .a l l  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  o f  p a s t  y e a r s ,  a r e  

, v i r t u a l l y  w a t c h i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  u p  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  T h e o s o ­

p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  c o u r s e  b y  c o u r s e  fr o m  i t s  f o u n d a t i o n - s t o n e  t o  i t s  f in ia l s ,  

t h e  s l o w  b u t  s u r e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m o d e r n - t e m p le  o f  T h e o s o p h y .  T h e y  

k n o w ,  a s  o u t s i d e r s  d o  n o t ,  w h o  w e r e  i t s  a r c h i t e c t s  a n d  b u i ld e r s  a n d  w h a t  

i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  w i t h o u t  t h e m .  - t

W h e n  I  l o o k  t h r o u g h  m y  p a p e r s  o f  t h o s e  d a y s  o f  s t r e s s  a n d  

s t o r m ,a q d  r e a d  t .h e < le t te r s  w r i t t e n  m e  fn o m  e x i l e  b y  M m e .  B l a v a t s k y ,  

t h e  s o l e m n  f e e l i n g . c o m e s  o v e r  i n o t h a t  t h e  .b in d in g  m o r t a r  o f  i t s  b lo c k s  

w a s  s t i f f e n e d  b y  t h e  b lo o d , o f  . h e r  h e a r t  a n d  iu  h e r  a n g u i s h  w e r e  t h e y  la id .  

S h e  w a s  J h e  t e a c h e r ,  I  t h e  p u p i l ; s h e  t h e  m is u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  i n s u l t e d  

m e s s e n g e r  o f  t h e  G r e a t  O n e s ,  I  t h e  : p r a c t i c a l  b r a in  t o  p l a n ,  t h e  r i g h t  

h a n d  t o  w o r k  o u t  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  d e t a i l ^  U n d e r  t h e  H i n d u  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  

s h e  w o u ld  b e  t h e  t e a c h i n g  B r a h m in ,  I  t h e  f i g h t i n g  K s l i a t t r i y a ;  u n d e r  

t h e  B u d d h i s t  o n e ,  s h e  w o u ld  b e  t h e  B h i k s h u ,  I  t h e  w o r k i n g  D y d k y a ,  

o r  la i c  I t  i s .  p a i u f u l  b e y o n d  w o r d s  t o  r e a d  h e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  f r o m  

E u r o p e  a n d  s e e  h o w  s h e  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  v a r io u s  c a u s e s ,  f r e t t i n g  a n d  

w o r r y i n g  t o o  o f t e i i  o v e r  m a r e s ’ n e s t s .  O u t  o f  t h e  s o r e s t  g r i e v a n c e s  I  

s e l e c t  t h e  d e f e c t io n  o f  T .  S u b b a  R a o ; t h e  a d m i s s i o n  i n t o  t h e  Theosophist 
b y  t h e  6 u b - lU d ito r  ( w h o m  s h e  h a d  h e r s e l f  a p p o in t e d )  o f  a r t i c l e s  w h ic h  

s h e  c o n s id e r e d  a n t a g o n i s t i c  to  t h e  T r a n s - H i m a l a y a n  t e a c h i n g s ;  t h e  

r e f u s a l  o f  S u b b a  K a o  t o  e d i t  t h e  “  S e c r e t  D o c t r in e "  M S S . ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  

h i s  o r i g i n a l  p r o m is e ,  a l t h o u g h  s h e  h a d  h a d  i t  t y p e - c o p ie d  a t  a  c o s t  o f  £ 8 0  

a n d  s e n t  m e  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e  ; h i s  w h o l e s a l e  c o n d e m n a t io n  o f  i t ; t h e  

p e r s o n a l  q u a r r e l s  o f  v a r io u s  E u r o p e a n  c o l l e a g u e s  ; t h e  w a r  b e t w e e n  

M r . J u d g e  a n d  D o c t o r  C o u e s ,  in  A m e r ic a  ; t h e  t h r e a t e n e d  r e n e w a l  o f  

p e r s e c u t i o n  a g a i n s t  h e r  i f  s h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  I n d i a ,  a s  w e  b e g g e d  h e r

* Three volumes, in series of th irty  clyiptera, tracing the history of th e ' 
Theosophical Society from its beginnings a t  N e w \o rk ,  have appeared in the  Theoso­
phist, and  the  first volume is nrailable in book form. Price, cloth, Rs. 3-8-0 or 
]japer, Rs. 2-3-0. •



t o  d o ;  h e r  l a c k  o f  t i m e  f o r  w r i t i n g  f o r  a  g r e a t  R u s s i a n  r e v i e w ,  

f r o m  w h ic h  s h e  d e r iv e d  t h e  m o n e y  f o r  h e r  s u p p o r t ,*  a n d  t h e  c o n s e ­

q u e n t  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  t h o  l i b e r a l i t y  o f  s o m e  L o n d o n  

f r i e n d s  ; a n d ,  l a s t l y ,  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  b l a c k  t r e a e h e r y  o f  t w o  

W e s t e r n  w o m e n  w h o m  s h e  h a d  r e g a r d e d  a s  h e r  f r i e n d s .  S h e  u n r a v e le d  

p l o t s  t o  o u s t  u s ,  t o  t u r n  m e  a w a y  f r o m  A d  j a r  a n d  p u t  a n o t h e r  in  m y  

p l a c e ,  a n d  t o  u s e  h e r  a s  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  a  n e w  s o c i e t y  t o  b e  f o r m e d  in  

E u r o p e ,  a n d  a g a in  a n d  a g a i n  w a r n e d  m e  t o  b e  o n  m y  g u a r d .  U n ­

d o u b t e d l y  t h e r e  w a s  s o m e  s u c h  s c h e m e  l a t e n t  in  t h e  m in d s  o f  s o m e ,  b u t  

i t  n e v e r  c a m e  t o  a u g h t ,  f o r  t w o  r e a s o n s ,  v i z :  ( 1 )  S h e  r e f u s e d  p o i n t -  

b la n k  t o  l e a d  a n y  s o c i e t y  t h a t  d id  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  A d y a r  a s  i t s  c e n t r a l  

h e a d ,  a n d  (2)  I  w a s  n o t  t h e  s o r t  o f  p e r s o n  t o  b e  e a s i l y  d r iv e n  a w a y  

f r o m  a  p o s t  w h e r e  1 h a d  b e e n  p u t  o n  g u a r d  b y  t h e  M a s t e r s  a n d  b y  t h e m  

b id d e n  t o  h o ld  i t  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  m y  l i f e .  S h e  b e g s  m e ,  o n  t h e  s c o r e  o f  

t h e  “ r e a l ,  m o r e  t h a n  f r a t e r n a l  a f f e c t  io u ,: s h e  h a s  f o r  ru e , h e r  “ i n ­

t e r n a l ,  n o t  e x t e r n a l ,  l o y a l t y '*  t o  m e  a s  h e r  “  c o l l e a g u e ,  c h u m  a n d  

c o - w o r k e r  i n  M a s t e r ’s  w o r k  ”  t o  b r e a k  u p  t h e  I n d i a n  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n ­

s p i r a c y .  I n  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  s h e  w r i t e s : “  I  l o v e  y o u  m o r e  t h a n  a n y  o n e  o n  

e a r t h  s a v e  M a s t e r ,  m y  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  b r o t h e r ly  a f f e c t io n  f o r  y o u  a r e  

e t e r n a l ,  a n d  i f  y o u  b e l i e v e  m e  c a p a b le  o f  g o i n g  b a c k  o n  y o u ,  l e t  a l o n e  

t h e  T .  S . ,  t h e n — y o u  a r e  a — H e r  u s e  o f  t h e  w o r d  “  e t e r n a l  ** h a s  a  

d e e p e r  m e a n i n g  t h a n  a p p e a r s  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  a s  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  t r a c e d  

b a c k  t h e  m u t u a l  r e l a t i o n s  o f  u s  t w o  in  p a s t  l i v e s  ( b o t h  m e n  in  t h e m  a l l )  

w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d .  S u f f ic e  i t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h i s . i s  n o t  t h e  t i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  w e  

h a v e  b e e n  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  in  t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a t h s  o f  o u r  t w o  

e n t i t i e s .  O n e  d a y ,  in  d e s p a i r  o n  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a  c a s e  o f  t r e a c h e r y  

w h i c h  h a d  n e a r ly  c o s t  h e r  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  o f  s o m e  o f  o u r  a b l e s t  c o l l e a g u e s ,  

s h e  w r i t e s  t h a t  h e r e  i s  o n e  m o r e  c a s e  g o i n g  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  w e  t w o  o u g h t  

t o  p la c e  a b s o l u t e  t r u s t  in  n o  t h i r d  p a r t y  w h o m s o e v e r ,  b u t  t o  s t i c k  

t o g e t h e r  a l l  t h e  s t r o n g e r  a s  e a c h  n e w  c a s e  o f  d i s l o y a l t y  s h o w s  i t s e l f .

I n  a n s w e r  t o  m y  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  h e r  t a k i n g  u p  t h e  e d i t o r s h i p  o f  

t h e  p r o j e c t e d  n e w  m a g a z in e ,  Lucifer, w h i l e  s t i l l  n o m i n a l l y  e d i t o r  o f  

t h e  Theosophist, +  s h e  a s s u r e s  m e  m o s t  e a r n e s t l y  t h a t  i t  s h a l l  n e v e r  b e  

a l lo w e d  t o  h u r t  o n r  m a g a z in e ,  b u t  w i l l  b e  r a t h e r  a  “ s n p p l e m e n t  t o  i t , ”  

a n d  s e n t  m e  a  j o i n t  n o t e  f r o m  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  T .  P .  C . t h a t  t h e  

s c h e m e  “ e m a n a t e d  f r o m  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L o n d o n  L o d g e  w h o  w i s h  t o  

s e e  t h e  m o v e m e n t  a c t i v e  in  E n g l a n d ,  E u r o p e ,  a n d  t h e  W e s t  g e n e r a l l y , ”  

a n d  c i r c u l a t e  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  g i v e n  t h e m .  S h e  w r o t e  m e  

t h a t  t o  s t a r t Lucifer a n d  p u b l i s h  t h e  “  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e ”  a  T h e o s o p h ic a l  

P u b l i s h i n g  C o m p a n y ,  w i t h  a  s u b s c r ib e d  c a p i t a l  o f  £ 1 , 5 0 0 ,  h a d  b e e n  

f o r m e d  a n d  r e g i s t e r e d .  A s  r e g a r d e d  h e r  r e t u r n  t o  I n d i a  s h e  h a d  n o  

h e a r t  f o r  i t  i f  S u b b a  R a o  w a s  t o  b e  h e r  e n e m y ,  s o  m u c h  h a d  s h e  l o v e d

*  F r o m  th e  t im e  o f  h e r  le a v in g  A d y a r  I  h ad  s o n t  h e r  £ 2 0  m o n th ly  u n t i l  t h e  
r e s e r v e  fu n d  o f  t h e  TheotophUt w a s  e x h a u s t e d ,  w h e n  I n o t if ie d  h e r  t b a t  u n le s s  s h e  
c a m e  b a c k  a n d  s h a r e d  my c r u s t s  s h e  w o u ld  lm v«  to  Hud s<une o th e r  m e a n s  o f  
s u p p o r t : I  c o n ld  g o  n o  f u r t h e r .

f  See October Theosophist,



a n d  r e s p e c t e d  h im  ; a n d ,  b e s id e s ,  i t  h a d  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  t o  h e r  t h r o n g h  

t h ir d  p a r t i e s  t h a t  i f  s h e  r e t a i n e d  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  w o a ld  s e n d  h e r  t o  

p r is o n  o n  s o m e  p a l t r y  p r e t e x t -  T h i s  w a s  t b e  s h e e r e s t  n o n s e n s e ,  b u t  s h e  

d id  n o t  r e a l i s e  i t ,  s o  p o s i t i v e  h a d  b e e n  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  ( n o t  H i n d u s ,  

o f  c o a r s e )  o f  h e r  in f o r m a n t s .  S o  t h e r e  s h e  w a s ,  h o p i n g  a n d  y e a r n i n g  t o . b e  

a l l o w e d  t o  c o m e  b a c k  t o ,  a s  s h e  w r i t e s ,  a t  l e a s t  d i e  in  I n d i a , *  y e t  u n ­

a b le  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  h e r  L o n d o n  e n g n g e m e n t s ,  t o r n  b y  c o n f l i c t i n g  e m o ­

t i o n s ,  m a d e  a l m o s t  w i ld  b y  t h e  t o n e  o f  m y  l e t t e r s ,  w h i c h ,  w e r e  s o m e ­

t i m e s  v e r y  h a r s h — a s  I ,  t o o ,  h a d  e n o u g h  t o  d r i v e  a  m o r e  n e r v o u s  m a n  

c r a z y — a n d  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  m o r t a l  d i s e a s e s  w h i c h  m a d e  life^  a  b u r d e n .  

Y e t  t h r o u g h  a l l ,  l i k e  t h e  f a i t h f u l  s e n t i n e l  o f  P o m p e i i ,  s h e  s t u c k  

t o  h e r  d u t y ,  p a s s e d  m a n y  o f  t h e  t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s  a t  h e r  d e s k ,  

r e c o n c i l e d  e n e m i e s ,  m a d e  n e w  f r i e n d s  e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  a n d ’ l i t t l e  b y  l i t t l e ,  

p o u r e d  i n t o  r e c e p t i v e  m in d s  t h e  s u b l i m e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  w h i c h  s h e  w a s  

t h e  c h a n n e l .  A h ! c r u e l  w o r ld ,  w h e n  s h a l l  y o u  h a v e  a n o t h e r  H e l e n a  

P e t r o v n a  t o  m a r t y r i s e  ?

O n e  v e r y  s o r e  t r o u b l e  a t  t b i s  t i m e  w a s  a n  i n t e r n a l  a g i t a t i o n  w i t h i n  

t h e  b o d y  o f  t h e  L o n d o n  L o d g e ,  t w o  f a c t i o n s  h a v i n g  s p r u n g  u p  u n d e r  t h e  

l e a d i n g  o f  s o m e  o f  o u r  s t r o n g e s t  p e o p le .  A n  e n e r g e t i c  g r o u p ,  s h a r i n g  

t h e  v i e w s  o f  t h e  F o u n d e r s  a s  t o  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  c a r r y i n g  o n  a  v ig o r o u s  

p u b l i c  p r o p a g a n d a ,  c l u s t e r e d  a b o u t  H . P . B . ,  w h i l e  w h a t  m i g h t  b e  c a l l e d  

t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p a r t y  h e l d  a lo o f .  T h e  a n e a s i n e s s  k e p t  H .P .1 3 .  in  a  

s t a t e  o f  n e r v o u s  e x c i t e m e n t  w h i c h  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  h e r  l e t t e r s  t o  m e .  

F i n a l l y  a  p a r t y  o f  f o u r t e e n  o f  t b e  y o u n g e r  p e r s o n s  j o i n e d  t o  f o r m  t h e  

s in c e  w o r l d - f a m o u s  B l a v a t s k y  L o d g e ,  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  t h e  t i t l e  b e i n g  

m e a n t  a s  a  p u b l i c  p r o t e s t  o f  l o y a l t y  t o  h e r  w h o s e  n a m e  h a d  b e e n  s o  

t a r n i s h e d  i n  t b e  C o u lo m b - M is s io n a r y  p lo t .  W r i t i n g  o n  t b e  2 5 t h  M a y  

( 1 8 8 7 )  f r o m  M a y  c o t ,  s h e  s a y s : “  W e  h a v e  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  

m e m b e r s  w h o  h a v e  n o w  f o r m e d  a  n e w  l o d g e  a n d ,  m y  p r o t e s t s  n o t w i t h r  

s t a n d i n g ,  h a v e  c a l l e d  i t  t h e  B l a v a t s k y  L o d g e  o f  t h e  T .S . , ”  a n d ,  l a t e r ,  

s h e  w r i t e s  : “  T h e  B l a v a t s k y  L o d g e  ( f o r  w h i c h  p l e a s e  s e n d  a  c h a r t e r ,  a s  

i t  i s  a l r e a d y  a n n o u n c e d  in  t h e  p a p e r s )  m e t  l a s t  n i g h t ,  t h e  7 t h  J u l y ,  a t  

T .’s  b e a u t i f u l  v i l l a . ”

B u t  w e  m u s t  r e t u r n  t o  M r . A l e x a n d e r  F u l l e r t o n ,  w h o s e  a r r i v a l  a t  

A d y a r  w a s  n o t i c e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  l a s t  c h a p t e r .  I  h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  

h im  b e f o r e — i n  t h e  b o d y — b u t  k n e w  h im  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  a n d  m o s t  

h o n o r a b le  a n d  u n s e l f i s h  m e n  i n  t b e  “  A r y a n ”  B r a n c h  o f  o u r  S o c i e t y .  W e  

h a d  g r o w n  s o  r a p i d l y  a n d  t h e  v o l u n t e e r  s t a f f  a t  H e a d q u a r t e r s  w a s  s o  

s m a l l ,  a n d  d u t y  s o  i m p e r i o u s l y  r e q u ir e d  m e  t-o d e v o t e  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  

o f  e a c h  y e a r  t o  t r a v e l ,  t h a t  I  c o u ld  n o t  h e l p  l e t t i n g  o u r  f o r e ig n  c o r r e s ­

p o n d e n c e  f a l l  i n t o  a r r e a r s .  A l l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  t h e n  c e n t e r i n g  

a t  A d y a r ,  i t  w a s  r e a s o n a b ly  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  f r o m  t h e n c e  t e a c h i n g s  w o u ld  

f lo w  o u t  t o  o u r  d i s t a n t  g r o u p s  o f  s y m p a t h i z e r s .  I u  p o i n t  o f  f a c t ,  h o w *  

e v e r ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  k i n d ; w e  r e c e i v e d  t h e m  a s  m e m b e r s ,

* •* H eaven knows,” she w rites “  th a t my ouly dream  and aspiration is to 
return  to die in  India. But the  T. S. m ust not be convulsed again .’1



c r e d i t e d  t h e i r  f e e s ,  i s s u e d  t h e i r  c h a r t e r s  a u d  d i p lo m a s ,  a n d  t h e n  h a d  t o  

l e a v e  t h e m  t o  s w i m  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  O a r  l i t e r a t u r e  w a s  t h e n  v e r y  

s c a n t y ,  o u r  t r a v e l l i n g  l e c t u r e r s  f e w  : t h e r e  w a s  n o  A n n i e  B e s a n t  n o r  

L i l i a n  E d g e r  t o  f ir e  t h e i r  h e a r t s  w i t h  Z e a l a n d  e n r a p t u r e  t l i e i r  e a r s  

w i t h ,  “  w o r d - p e r f e e t  ”  d i s c o u r s e s .  I  n e e d e d ,  a b o v e  a l l ,  a  P r i v a t e  S e c r e ­

t a r y ,  a n d  th in o u g li  M r .  J u d g e  t h i s  c a m e  t o  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  m y  

c o m p a t p o ^ s - a n d  M r . F u l l e r t o n  o f f e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  f r e e  o f  c o s t .  H e  h a d  

' V e n  a t  A d y a r  si,x  d a y s  w h e n  I  a r r i v e d  f r o m  m y  l o n g  N o r t h e r n  t o u r  a n d  

l i q i f o d vh i i t f  i n  a  .fb ost. u n c o m f o r t a b le  s t a t e  o f  m in d .  I n s t e a d  o f  A d y a r  

g i t i n g  h j in  H ie . *  b l e s s e d  r e s t  ”  i t .  d i d  r a e , i t  d r o v e .h i m  f r a n t i c  w i t h  i t s  

m o n o t o n o u s  c a l m .  'H e ; .w a s  l ik e  t h e  n a v a l  e n g i n e e r  w h o  c a n n o t  s l e e p  

w j ie n  h i s  e u g i p o  s t o p ? ,  a n d  h e  . d e c la r e d  t h a t  i f  h e  s h o u l d  s t o p  t h e r e  

a n o t h e r  m o n t h  h e  s h o u l d  f e a r  f o r  h i s  m e n t a l  b a la n c e .  l i t  w a s  a  q u e e r  

q a s e  f o r  fr ie ^ f o r  w h i l e  m y  d e a r  c o l l e a g u e  f e l t  w r e t c h e d  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  

r o a r  o f  ^ e w Y p r k s t r e e t s ,  I  w a s  h a p p i e s t  w h e n  m y  lo n g  j o u r n e y - 

in g s  e n d e d  a n d '  I .  c g u ld  h a v e  t h e  a b s o l u t e  p e a c e  o f  A d y a r .  H o w e v e r ,  

o n e  m a n  c a n t io t  f e p l  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  a n d  h e  i s  w i s e  w h o  a c t s  a c c o r d ­

i n g l y .  M r . F o l t e r t o n  s t a y e d  w i t h  m e  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 t h ,  a n d  t h e n  

d e p a r t e d  f o r  B o m b a y  a n d  t h e  m a i l  s t e a m e r  h o m e w a r d ,  a f t e r  a n  e x ­

p e r i e n c e  o f  n in o  d a y s  b f  o u r  s i l e n c e  a n d  o u r  S p a r t a n  f a r e  ; f o r  

h e  w a s  a  P h i l a d e l p h i a n ,  a n d  I  d o u b t  i f  a n y  n a t i v e  o f  t b a t  t o w n  o f  

f a t  l i v i n g  a n d  p e e r l e s s  h o u s e k e e p i n g  c a n  b e  l o n g  c o n t e n t  t o  d o m i c i l e  

e l s e w h e r e ,  h o w e v e r  r e s i g n e d  h o  m a y  f o r c e  h i m s e l f  t o  seem <  I t  w a s  

I  w h o  n r g e d  h im  s t r o n g l y  t o  r e t u r n  t o  N e w  Y o r k  a n d  h e l p  J u d g e  

b u i l d  u p  o u r  A m e r ic a n  m o v e m e n t ,  f o r  I  f o r e s a w  t h e  u t t e r  h o p e l e s s n e s s  

o f  h i s  t r y i n g  tb  f i t  i t i t o  o n r  I n d i a n  f r a m e .  I  f e a r e d  t h e  w o r s t  m i g h t  

h a p p e n ,  a n d  h e  w a s  t o o  v a l u a b l e  a  w o r k e r  t o  w a s t e .  H e  h a d  b e e n  a p p o i n t ­

e d  a  D e l e g a t e  f r o m  A m e r ic a n  B r a n c h e s  t o  o u r  C o n v e n t i o n ,  s o  h e  l e f t  

w i t h  u s  a n  o f f ic ia l  g r e e t i n g  a n d  R e p o r t  t o  r e a d  f o r  h im .  I n  i t  h e  s a y s : 

I  m u c h  r e g r e t  t h a t  m y  s u d d e n  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  I n d i a ,  n e c e s s i t a ­

t e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  o f  m y  h e a l t h ,  o b l i g e s  m e  t o  l e a v e  in  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  

S e c r e t a r y  a  r e p o r t  w h ic h  I  s h o n l d  o t h e r w i s e  o f f e r  in  p e r s o n .  H a v i n g  

c o m e  t o  I n d i a  t o  p la c e  m y  s e r v i c e s  a s  P r i v a t e  S e c r e t a r y  a t  t h e  d i s p o s a l  

o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  I  w a s  c o m m is s io n e d  t o  a c t  a s  d e le g a t e *  . . . .  . 

A f t e r  a  s t a y  a t  A d y a r  o f  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  a  w e e k ,  m y  s t e a d i l y  

i n c r e a s i n g  i l l - h e a l t h  c o m p e l l e d  m e  t o  r e l u c t a n t l y  a b a n d o n  m y  p o s t  a n d  

t o  l e a v e  I n d i a . ”  ( Report 12th Convention T. 8., 1 8 8 8 ) .  I t  d i d  nofc 

s t r i k e  e i t h e r  o f  u s  t h e n ,  a s  i t  d o e s  m e  n o w ,  t h a t  h e  w a s  p e r m i t t e d  t o  

c o m e  t o  I n d i a  jnsfc f o r  h im  t o  g e t  in  t o u c h  w i t h  u s ,  t o  t a k e  a  p in  n g e ,  a s  ifc 

w e r e ,  in t o  i t s  a l l - p o t e n t  a u r a  s o  a s  t o  i m p r e g n a t e  h im  w i t h  t h e  o c c u l t  

i t i f lu e n c e ,  a n d  t b e n  h u r r ie d  b a c k  fco w o r k ,  a s  h e  h a s  e v e r  s i n c e  t h e n  

w o r k e d ,  w i t h  q u e n c h le s s  a r d o r  a n d  l o y a l t y  f o r  t h e  G r e a t  I d e a ,  e v e n  

w h e n  m o s t  o f  t h o s e  h e  t h e n  f o l l o w e d  a s  l e a d e r s  s h o u l d  f a l l  o f f  a n d  

b e c o m e  f o e s  ; h e ,  “  f a i t h f u l  f o u n d  a m o n g  t h e  f a i t h l e s s .’1 S u r e l y  t h e  

w a y s  o f - t h e  U n s e e n  O n e s  a r e  in s c r u t a b le .

T h e  r e g u l a r  w e e k ly  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  w a s  h e l d  o n  

t h e  S u n d a y  a f t e r  m y  r e t u r n ,  a u d  a f t e r  a  p e a c e f u l  s e s s i o n  a d j o u r n e d  w i t h 1*



o n t  a  r o w ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  s o m e ,  a s  t h e  s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s  

o f  H . P .  B .  w i t h  t w o  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  m a d e  t h e  m o r e  t i m i d  o n e s  v e r y  

n e r v o u s .  I  f e l t  t h e  s t r a in  a t  o n c e  b u t  m a n a g e d  t h i n g s  s o  a s  t o  p r e v e n t  

t h e  h a t c h i n g  o f  m i s c h i e f .  M r . O a k l e y  h a v i n g  d e c la r e d ,  t h a t  h e  knew 
t h e  P o l i c e  h a d  s p e c i a l  o r d e r s  t o  w a t c h  u s  a n d  w e r e  k e e p i n g  u s  u n d e r  

c lo s e  e s p i o n a g e ,  I  a t  o n c e  t o o k  u p  t h e  g a u n t l e t  a n d  s a id  I  s h o u l d  c a l l  

on  t h e  P o l i c e  C o m m i s s io n e r  t h e  n e x t  d a y  a n d  b r i n g  h im  t o  b ,r e a k fa s t .

I  h a d  t o  l a u g h  w h e n  a H i n d t i  c o l l e a g u e  c a m e  t o  m e  a f t e r  t h e  a d j o u r n ­

m e n t ,  l a i d  h i s  h a n d s  o n  m y  s h o u ld e r s ,  a n d  s a id  “  Y o u  a l w a y s  b r in g  

p e a c e  ! ”  a n d  f e l l  t o  s o b b in g .  “ C a p i t a l  i d e a , ’’ I  e x c l a i m e d ,  “ I  

d h a ll  a d o p t  t h i s  a s  m y  m o t t o — Ubi s*im ibipax ! ” a  g o o d  o n e  fo r  a  P .  Y .

S . ,  i t  w o u l d  s e e t n .

A s  p r o m is e d ,  I  d id  b r i n g  C o lo n e l  W e ld o n ,  ' I n s p e c t o r - G e n e r a l  o f  

P o l i c e ,  t o  b r e a k f a s t  a  c o u p le  o f  d a y s  l a t e r ,  a n d  h a d  t o  a l m o s t  f o r c e  h im  

to  l o o k  a t  o u r  b o o k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o u r  M e m b e r s h ip  R o l l .  H e  s a id  h e  h a d  

n o  s u c h  s p e c i a l  o r d e r s  a s  J. s p o k e  o f  a n d  h e  w a s  p e r f e c t l y  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  

o u r  S o c i e t y  h a d  n o  p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  w h a t e v e r .  W e  w e r e  n o t  u n d e r  

s u s p ic io n  a n d  s o m e b o d y  h a d  b e e n  t e l l i n g  m e  a n  u b t r u t h .  B u t  I  d e t e r ­

m in e d  n o t  t o  s t o p  t h e r e .  P r o m  o n r  l a n d i n g  in  I n d ia ,  e i g h t  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  

n e i t h e r  H .  P .  B .  n o r  I  h a d ,  s a v e  w h i l e  a t  S i m l a ,  e v e n  l e f t  a  c a r d  a t  a  

G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e ,  n o r  c u r r i e d  f a v o r .  I t  n o w  s e e m e d  t o  m e  t h a t  p e r ­

h a p s  w e  h a d  m a d e  a  m i s t a k e ,  t tn d ‘ b y  k e e p i n g  a l o o f  f r o m  E u r o p e a n s  h a d  

m a d e  p o s s i b l e  t h e  s p r e a d  a m o n g  H i n d u s  o f  s u c h  s t u p i d  r u m o r s  a s  t h e  

a b o v e :  I  w o u ld  c a l l  b n  t h e  G o v e r n o r .  S o ,  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r  I  w a s  granted a n  

a u d ie n f te  b y  L o r d  C o n n e m a r a  a n d  w e  s p e n t  a n  h o u r  in  f r i e n d l y  t a l k  

a b o u t  T h e o s o p h y  a n d  b u r  S o c i e t y .  H e  e x p r e s s e d  a  w i s h  t o  r e a d  s o m e  

o f  o a r  l i t e r a t u r e ,  s o  I  s e n t  h im  s o m e .  T h e  n e x t  d a y  c a m e  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  

to  a  d a n c e  a t  G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e ,  a n d  s i n c e  t h e n  I  h a v e  b e e n  o n  t h e  

*4 G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e  L i s t , ”  i . e . ,  a m  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  “ r e s p e c t a b l e ,0 a n d  r e ­

c e i v e  t b e  o f f ic ia l  c a r d s  r e g u l a r l y  t o  a l l  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n s .  T o  

k e e p  m y s e l f  e n  evidence, I a l w a y s  s h o w  m y s e l f  t h e r e  f o r  a  h a l f  h o u r  a t  

l e a s t ,  a n d  s o  t b e  l a s t  v e s t i g e  o f  c o n s t r a i n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  

o u r s e l v e s  h a s  d i s a p p e a r e d .

O n e  o f  H .  P .  B . ’s  g r o u n d le s s  w o r r ie s  w**s t h a t ,  a s  s h e  w a s  t h e  

r e g i s t e r e d  ;E d i t o r  a n d  h a l f  o w n e r  o f  t h e  Theosophist, i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  

h e r  t o  b e  p u t '  in t o  a n  e x t r e m e l y  a w k w a r d *  p o s i t i o n  i f  h e r  S u b - E d i t o r  

s h o u l d  t a k e  i t  i n t o  h i s  h e a d  t o  iu s e r t ,  w h i l e  I  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  o n  m y  

t r a v e l s ,  s q m e  p a r a g r a p h  o f  a  s e d i t i o u s  c h a r a c t e r .  H e  b e i n g  ir r e s p o n s ib l e ,  

t h e  w h o l e  l e g a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w o u ld  f a l l  o n  h e r  s h o u l d e r s ,  a n d  i f  a  

c r i m i n a l  c a s e  w e r e  i n s t i t u t e d  i t  w o u ld  p r e v e n t  h e r  f r o m  r e t u r n i o g  t o  

I n d ia . .  S b e  b e g g e d  m e  t o  p u t  m y  n a m e  o n  t h e  c o v e r  a s  E d i t o r  a n d  t o  

m a k e  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  c h a n g e  in  t h e  z e g i s t r y .  S o  1 d i d  t b i t f  l a t t e r  o n  

t h e  1 s t  N o v e m b e r  ( 1 8 8 7 )  a n d  t h u s  r e l i e v e d  h e r  o f  h e r  a n x i e t y .

R e p a i r s  a n d  c o n s t r u c t io n s ,  t h e  b u y i n g  o f  b o o k s  f o r  t b e  L ib r a r y  a n d  

o t h e r  d o m e s t i c  m a t t e r s  t o o k  u p  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  m y  t i m e .  W e  h a v e  

e x c e l l e n t  c h a n c e s  a t  M a d r a s  f o r  b u y i n g  b o o k s  a t  n o m in a l  p r i c e s ,  

a s  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  b o o k - s a l e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r  ; s o m e  o f  t h e  l a r g e



B r i t i s h  b o o k s e l l e r s  g e t  r id  o f  t h e i r  s u r p l u s  s t o c k  iu  t h i s  w a y  a n d  t h e r e  

a r e  a l w a y s  s a l e s  o f  p r i v a t e  lib ra r ie s*  b e i n g  h e ld .  I  h a v e  b o u g h t  b o o k s  

w o r t h  £ 2 5  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  s a m e  n u m b e r  o f  r u p e e s ,  a n d  I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  

I b a v e  h a d  t o  p a y  e v e n  a s  m u c h  a s  a  r u p e e  e a c h  o n  t h e  a v e r a g e  f o r  t h e  

s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  v o l u m e s  I  h a v e  p u t  o n  t h e  s h e l v e s  o f  t h e  A d y a r  L i ­

b r a r y .  A s  f o r  o u r  3 , 0 0 0  o r  s o  o f  o ld  p a l m - l e a f  M S S . ,  w e  h a v e  g o t  

t h e m  f o r  n o t h i n g  o r  n e x t  t o  n o t h i n g  b y  t h e  k i n d  h e l p  o f  o u r  S o u t h  

I n d ia n  m e m b e r s .

A b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  le a r n e d  P a n d i t  N .  B h a s h y a c h a r y a ,  w h o m  I  h a d  

a p p o in t e d  P a n d i t  o f  t h e  A d y a r  L i b r a r y ,  m a d e  a  v i s i t  o f  i n s p e c t i o n  t o  

t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  O r i e n t a l  L ib r a r y  i n  M a d r a s ,  f i e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  

w e r e  4 ,0 0 0  M S S .  t h e r e ,  b u t  p r o p h e s i e d  t h a t  w i t h i n  a  v e r y  f e w  y e a r s  o u r  

c o l l e c t i o n  w o u ld  s u r p a s s  i t .  I t  h a s  n o t  e v e n  y e t  ( in  1 8 9 9 )  g o t  s o  f a r  a s  

t o  d o  t h a t  a s  r e g a r d s  n u m b e r s ,  b u t  w e  h a v e  m o r e  r a r e  a n d  v a l u a b l e  

a n c i e n t  w o r k s  a n d  o n r  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  o n  t h e  w h o l e  a  b e t t e r  o n e .  

I n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  L ib r a r y  t h e r e  a r e  h u n d r e d s  o f  M S S .  o f  b o o k s  w h io h  

a r e  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  i n . p r i n t ,  s u c h  a s  R a m a y a n a  a n d  M a h a b h a r a t a ,  a n d  

c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  o l a s  a r e  o f  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  a n t i q u a r i a n  v a l u e .  

W h e n  w e  r e a l i s e  t h e  W h i t e  b e q u e s t ,  w e  s h a l l  e a s i l y  d o u b l e  t h e  s i z e  o f  

o u r  c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  w i t h i n  a  s h o r t  t i m e .  M e a n w h i l e  t b e  L ib r a r y  i a  

r a p i d l y  a n d  s t e a d i l y  g r o w i n g  a n d  w h e n  w e  a r e  in  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  o r g a n i s e  

o u r  c o n t e m p l a t e d  s t a f f  o f  p a n d i t s ,  c o p y i s t s  a n d  t r a n s l a t o r ,  t h e  c o l l e c ­

t i o n  w i l l  b e  q u i t e  b i g  e n o u g h  t o  k e e p  t h e m  b u s y .  A s  s o o n  a s .  m a y  b 6, 

I  h o p e  t o  b e g in  t h e  r e g u l a r  i s s u e  o f  t e x t s  a n d  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  a n c i e n t  

c l a s s i c s ,  f o r  g i f t  a n d  e x c h a n g e  w i t h  o t h e r  l i b r a r i e s  a n d  le a r n e d  s o c i e t i e s ,  

g i f t s  t o  p o o r  p a n d i t s  a n d  O r i e n t a l i s t s ,  a n d  s a l e  t o  r e g u l a r  s u b s c r ib e r s .  

W h a t  a  p i t y  t h a t  M r . W h i t e  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  l i v e d  t o  s e e  h o w  m u c h  g o o d  

h i s  b e q u e s t  w i l l  d o .

O n  t h e  2 4 t h  N o v e m b e r ,  P a n d i t  B h a s h y a c h a r y a  a n d  I  l e f t  f o r  B a u -  

g a lo r e  t o  f u l f i l  e n g a g e m e n t s  f o r  l e c t u r e s .  H e  s p o k e  o n c e  in  T e l u g u ,  

o n c e  in  T a m i l  a n d ,  o n  t h e  3 0 t h ,  l e c t u r e d  a n  h o u r - a n d - a - h a l f  in  S a n s k r i t  

a s  f l u e n t l y  a s  i f  i t  w e r e  h i s  o w n  v e r n a c u la r .  T h i s  w a s  t o  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  

o f  S a n s k r i t  p a n d i t s  e s p e c i a l l y ,  b u t  a  l a r g e  a u d ie n c e  o f  H i n d u s  l i s t e n e d  

t o  h im  w i t h  t h e  c l o s e s t  a t t e n t i o n .  I  g a v e  s e v e r a l  l e c t u r e s  i u  E n g l i s h ,  

a d m i t t e d  m a n y  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  m e m b e r s h ip ,  p r e s i d e d  a t  t h e  A n n i v e r s a r y  

c e l e b r a t io n  o f  o u r  lo c a l  B r a n c h ,  a n d  r e c e iv e d  d a i l y  r o o m f u l s  o f  e n q u i r e r s .  

O n  D e c e m b e r  2 n d ,  I  w a s  b a c k  a g a i n  a t  A d y a r  a n d  r e s u m e d  t h e  u s u a l  

r o u n d .  M y  l i t t l e  c o m p i l a t io n  o f  Golden Rules of Buddhism, w h i c h  I  s e n t  

t o  t b e  H i g h  P r i e s t  S u m a n g a l a  f o r  o f f ic ia l  a p p r o v a l ,  w a s  n o w  g i v e n  t o  

t b e  p r in t e r  a n d  p u b l i s h e d ,  a s  a l s o  w a s  P a n d i t  B h a s h y a c l i a r y a ’s  Visish- 
tkadvita Catechism.

A t  a  G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e  f u n c t io n  o n  t h e  1 2 t h  I  m e t  t h e  H o n .  G e o r g e  

N .  C u r z o n ,  e l d e s t  s o n  o f  t h e  E a r l  o f  S c a r s d a le ,  w h o  w a s  o n  o n e  o f  h i s  

l o n g  j o u r n e y s  t o  t h e  E a s t ,  a n d  w h o  s e e m e d  g r e a t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  u s  a n d  

o u r  i d e a s .  H e  c a m e  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  d a y  t o  s e e  o u r  L i b r a r y ,  a n d  w e  h a d  

s o o t h e r  l o n g  t a l k  o n  t h e o s o p h i c a l  m a t t e r s ,  t o  o u r  m u t u a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,



a p p a r e n t ly .  I  f o r m e d  a  v e r y  h ig h  o p in io n  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  a b i l i t i e s ,  

a n d  n o w  th art h e  i s  b a c k  in  I n d i a  a s  B a r o n  C a r z o n  o f  K e d e l s t o n  in  t h e  

p o s t* o f  V i c e r o y ,  t h i s  e s t i m a t e  h a s  b e e n  a m p l y  b o r n e  o a t  b y  h i s  s p e e c h e s  

a n d  a c t i o n s .  C e r t a i n l y ,  l i e  b id s  f a i r  t o  b e  t h e  b e s t  G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l  

w e  h a v e  e v e r  h a d ,  t a k i n g  h im  a l l  in  a l l .  W h e n  h i s  n p p o i n t m e n t  w a s  an*  

B o u n c e d  in  L o n d o n  I  w r o t e  h im  a  f r i e n d l y  n o t e  o f  c o n g r a t u la t io n ,  a n d  

w a s  v e r y  g l a d  t o  le a r n  in  r e s p o n s e  t h a t  h e  k e p t  a  p l e a s a n t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  

o f  h ia  v i s i t  a n d  o n r  d i s c u s s i o n s .  S i n c e  1 h a v e  b e e n  i n  I n d i a — s a y  t w e n t y  

je a r s< — w e  h a v e  h a d  n o  o n e  t o  c o m p a r e  w i t h  h im ,  i n  m y  o p in io n .  H e  

w o n ld  m a k e  a  s p l e n d i d  T h e o s o p h i s t .  L e t  u s  h o p e  h e  w i l l  w h e n  h e  r e t i r e s  

f r o m  p o l i t i c s .

A m o n g  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  m o n t h  w a s  a  f l y i n g  v i s i t  f r o m  L o n d o n  o f  

M r s . C o o p e r  O a k l e y  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  a n d  h e r  d e p a r t u r e  o n  t h e  21s t .  O n  

t h e  s a m e  d a y  t h e  c a r p e n t e r s  f in i s h e d  t b e  s h e l v i n g  in  t h e  L ib r a r y  a n d  w e  

b e g a n  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e  b o o k s  t h e r e .  T h e  f i r s t  o n e  p la c e d  o n  t h e  s h e l v e s  

w a s  “  I s i s  U n v e i l e d , ”  a s  b e i n g  t h e  p io n e e r  o f  a l l  o u r  t h e o s o p h i c a l  l i t e r a ­

t u r e .

T h e  D e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  n o w  b e g a n  a r r i v i n g ,  a n d  s o o n  t h e  

w h o le  o f  o u r  h o u s e - r o o m  w a s  o c c u p ie d .  I t  i s  a l w a y s  a  s t r a n g e  s i g h t  t o  

E u r o p e a n  f r i e n d s  t o  s e e  t h e  p l a c e  f i l l e d  a t  n i g h t  b y  c a m p i n g  I n d i a n  

d e l e g a t e s .  E a c h  b r i n g s  h i s  s l e e p i n g - m a t  a n d  r n g  a n d  h i s  p i l l o w ,  a n d  

m a k e s  h i s  c h o ic e  o f  h i s  s h a r e  o f  f lo o r - a r e a  t o  s p r e a d  t h e m  o n .  B y  

10 o ’c l o c k  e v e r y  c o r n e r  i s  o c c u p ie d ,  t h e  l i g h t s  a r e  r e d u c e d  t o  a  m i n i ­

m u m , a n d  t h e  s n o r e r s  m a k e  m u s i c  fo r  t h e  r e s t .  I  h a v e  in  m in d  t w o  

o r  t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  t r o m b o n e - p la y e r s  w h o  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  c h a m p i o n s h i p  

m e d a l .  A t  t i m e s ,  w h e n  s i t t i n g  a t  m y  d e s k  u p s t a i r s  i n  o u r  v a s t  h o u s e ,  

I  h a v e  h e a r d  s u c h  a  r o w  d o w n s t a i r s  t h a t  1 t h o u g h t  t h e r e  m a s t  b e  

q u a r r e l l i n g ,  a n d  h a v e  g o n e  d o w n  t o  s u p p r e s s  i t ; h u t  i t  h a s  p r o v e d  t o  b e  

o n ly  o n r  c h a m p io n s ,  l y i n g  o n  t h e i r  b a c k s  w i t h  o p e n  m o u t h s ,  a n d  d o i n g  

t h e i r  b e s t  t o  b r e a k  u p  th a t .  A d jr a r  s i l e n c e  w h ic h  w a s  s o  u n c o m f o r t a b le  

t o  M r. F u l l e r t o n !

T h e  M a h a r a j a  o f  D u r b u r g h a  ( P .  T . S . )  p la y e d  n s  a  s c u r v y  t r i c k  b y  

t e l e g r a p h i n g  a n  o f f e r  t o  g i v e  n s  R s .  2 5 , OCX) in  o n e  l u m p  s u m ,  in s t e a d  

o f  h i s  u s u a l  d o n a t io n  o f  R s .  1 , 0 0 0  p e r  a n n u m ,  a s  t h e  l a r g e r  s u m ,  i f  p u t  

a t  4  p e r  c e n t ,  i n t e r e s t  w o u ld  y i e l d  u s  t h a t  a m o u n t  in  p e r p e t u i t y .  B a t  

h e  n e v e r  p a id  e i t h e r  i t  o r  e v e n  t h e  y e a r l y  t h o u s a n d  t h e r e a f t e r ! Y e t  

h is  p u b l i c  c h a r i t i e s  a m o u n t e d  t o  a n  e n o r m o n s  s u m  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  

h i s  l i f e .  W h a t  w a s  h i s  r e a s o n  f o r  h i s  f a i t h l e s s n e s s  t o w a r d s  u s  h e  n e v e r  

e x p l a i n e d .

T h e  a u t u m n  m o n s o o n  r a in s  s h o u l d ,  b y  g o o d  r i g h t s ,  b e  o v e r  b y  t h e  

s e c o n d  w e e k  in  D e c e m b e r ,  b u t  t h i s  y e a r  ( 1 8 8 7 )  t h e y  a l t e r e d  t h e i r  

p r o g r a m m e .  O n  t h e  2 5 t h  i t  r a in e d  h e a v i l y  a l l  d a y ,  t h e  n e x t  d a y  “  t h i s  

f e a r f n l  s t o r m  c o n t i n u e s  a n d  n p s e t s  o u r  c a l c u l a t i o n s  s a d l y , ”  o n  t h e  t h i r d ,  

t h e  r i v e r  r a n  b a n k - f u l l  a n d  t h e  g r o u n d s  w e r e  f lo o d e d .  T h i s  c a u s e d  

t h e  g r e a t e s t  in c o n v e n i e n c e  t o  t h e  D e l e g a t e s ,  w h o  h a d  t o  g o  t o  s o m e  

d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e ' h o u s e  f o r  t h e i r  m e a l s  a n d  b a t h i n g ,  y e t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  

w e  b a d  s i x t y - s e v e n  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g .  L e a d b e a t e r  a n d  D h a r m a p a l a  a r r i v e d



f r o m  C e y lo n  o n  t b e  2 9 t h ,  a n d  t h e  C o n v e n t io n  w e n t  o f f  v e r y ' w e l l .  A  v e r y  

l a r g e  c r o w d  a t t e n d e d  t h e  A n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t io n  ih  t o w n  o n  t h e  2 8 th .-  

B e f o r e  t h e  a d j o u r n m e n t  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  1 2 7  D e l e g a t e s .h n d  l e g i s t e r e d .  

T h e  I n d ia n  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s ,  a  p o l i t i c a l  b o d y ,  m e t  in  M a d r a s  t h i s  

y e a r ,  a n d  a s  m o s t  o f  i t s  l e a d in g ,  m e n  w e r e  m e m b e r s ' o f  o u r  S o c ie t y , -  

t l i e i r  a b s e n c e  f r o m  A d y a r  in j u r io u s ly  a f f e c t e d  t h e  n u m e r ic a l  s t r e n g t h  a t  

o u r  C o n v e n t i o n .  B y  t h e  l a s t  d a y  o f  t h e  y e a r  a l l  h a d  g o n e ,  a n d  s o  c lo s e d  

a  f r u i t f u l  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  c h a p t e r  o f  o u r  h i s t o r y .  D u r i n g  t h e  t w e l v e - '  

m o n t h  w e  h a d  p u b l i s h e d  t w e n t y - e i g h t  b o o k s ,  p a m p h l e t s  a n d  m a g a z i n e s ,  

a d d e d  t w e n t y - f i v e  n e w  B r a n c h e s ,  a n d  l a r g e l y  in c r e a s e d  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p .  

O n  t h e  3 1 s t  D e c e m b e r ,  a f t e r  d e d u c t i n g  f o u r  c h a r te r* ;  n s  la p s e d ,  w e  h a d  

1 3 3  l i v i n g  B r a n c h  c h a r t e r s ,  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  a s  f o l l o w s : —

I n d i a  9 6  ; B u r m a  3 ;  C e y lo n  8 ; E n g l a n d  2 ;  S c o t l a n d  1 ; I r e la n d  1 ; 

F r a n c e  1 ; G e r m a n y  1 ;  U .  S .  A .  1 3  ( 7  n e w l y  f o r m e d j  ; G r e e c e  1 ; H o l la n d '

1 ; R u s s i a  I ; W e s t  I n d i e s  2  ; A f r i c a  1 ; A u s t r a l i a  I .  T h e s e  f ig u r e s  s h o w  

h o w  w id e s p r e a d  o n r  i n f lu e n c e  b a d  b e c o m e ,  * h o w  m a n y  s e e d - b e d s  o f  

t h o u g h t  h a d  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d .  I n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ’s  a n n n a l  a d d r e s s  

w a s  g i v e n  a  h i s t o r i c a l  I’e s u m e  a n d  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t b e  o r ig in a l  c o n s t i t u ­

t io n  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  a n d  i t s  m o d i f ic a t io n  t o  k e e p  p a c e  • w i t h  i t s  e x p a n s io n -  

f r o m  o n e  s m a l l  g r o u p  a t  N e w  Y o r k  t o  a  w o r l d - c o v e r i n g  b o d y ,  w i t h '  

B r a n c h e s  t o  b e  c o u n t e d  b y  s c o r e s  a n d  m e m b e r s  b y  t h o u s a n d s .  I t -  

c o n c lu d e s  w i t h  t h e s e  w o r d s  w h i c h ,  f o r  t h e  b e n e f it , o f  n e w  m e m b e r s  m a y *  

p r o f i t a b ly  b e  q u o t e d  h e r e  .

•• “ T h is  i s a  S o c ie t y  w i t h o n t  m e a n s , w it h o u t  p a t r o n a g e ,  w ith  s o c ia l  

p r e j u d ic e  a r r a y e d  a g a in s t  i t ,  a n d  v e s t e d  i n t e r n e s  i t s  n a t u r a l  f o e s ; a -  

S o c ie t y  w h ic h  a p p e a ls  to  n o  s e c t a r ia n  lo y a l t y ,  h o ld s  o u t  n o  w o r ld ly  in d u c e ­
m e n t ,  b u t  i l ia  r e v e r s e ,  to  th o s e  w h o  jo in  i t s  r a n k s ; a  S o c ie t y  p r o f e s s e d ly  
d e v o te d  to  th e  s t a d y  a n d  p r o p a g a t io n  o f  p h i lo s o p h y ,  th e  d e c la r e d  fo e  o f  v ic e ,  
a u d  c e n s o r  o f  s e lf is h  in d u lg e n c e ;  t e a c h in g  tb e  h ig h e s t  m o r a l id e a l ,  
a f f ir m in g  t h e  e s s e n t ia l  u n ity  o f  r e l ig io n s  a n d  th e  n e c e s s a r y  s u p r e m a c y  o f ,  
t r u t h  o v e r  a l l ; y e t  w e  s e e  i t  w it h in  th e  s h o r t  s p a c e  o f  ten , y e a r s  s p r e a d in g  

o v e r  a  g o o d  p o r t io n  o f  th e  E a r t h ’s  s u r fa c e ,  h a v in g  c h a r te r e d  1 3 7  B ra n ch es ,"  
o f  w h ic h  o n ly  fo u r  h a v e  la p s e d ,  a n d  w ith  m e n  o f  a l l  th e  o ld  r e l ig io n s  i t s  

e n t h u s i a s t i c  a d h e r e n ts .  W h e t h e r  th e  S o c ie t y  h a s  b e e n  r id in g  o n  t h e  c r e s t  o f  

a  w a v e  o f  t h o u g h t ,  c a u s e d  b y  th e  g e n e r a l  u p h e a v a l  o f  o ld  p re ju d ice s^  o r  i t s e l f ’ 
h a s  b e e n  a  s t r o n g  p o w e r  b e h in d  t h e  w a v e , i t  i s  n o t  fo r  n s  t o  s a y  ? b n t  t h e  

p r e g n a n t  f a c t  i s  t h a t  i t  e x i s t s  a n d  i s a  s o c ia l  fo r c e  o f  t h e  d a y ,  w ith  a  

p r o s p e c t  o f  a  p r o lo n g e d  a n d  n s e f u l  c a r e e r . I t  i s — i t  m u s t  b e , d u e  to  t h e  
b r e a d th  o f  i t s  p la t fo r m  a n d  th e  j u d ic io u s n e s s  o f  i t s ,  p o l ic y  o f  t o le r a n c e  and<  
b r o t h e r ly  g o o d  w il l  to w a r d s  a l l .”

T w e l v e  y e a r s  h a v e  c o m e  a n d - g o n e  s i n c e  t h e n  y e t  t h o  i m p e t u s  

b e h in d  u s  h a s  n e v e r  s l a c k e n e d ,  t h e  v i t n l  f o r c e  w i t h i n  t h e  S o c i e t y  n e v e r ,  

b e e n  s p e n t ;  d i s a s t e r s  h a v e  n o t  w r e c k e d  u s ,  s e c e s s i o n s  n /o t ,w e a k e n e d  u s ,  

t h e  f o u n t a in  o f  a n c i e n t  w is d o m  n o t  c e a s e d  t o  f lo w .  H a n d s  a c r o s s  t h e  

s e a s  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  g l o b e ,  b r o t h e r s ,  f o r  in  u n io n  i s  Q ur h o p e  a n d  p u r t  

p o w e r  t o  d o  g o o d .  ,

' H ,  S .  O l c o t t .  ,



(Concluded from page 8 3 . )

A
S  t h e  A s t r a l  L i g h t  r e t a i n s  i n d e l i b l y  t h e  t r a c e s  a n d  p i c t u r e s  o f  a l l  

w h ic h  h a p p e n s ,  s o  i t  i s  f o u n d  t l i a t  a l l  m a t e r ia l  t h i n g s ,  b e i n g  b a s e d  

u p o n  e t h e r i c  m a t t e r ,  l i k e w i s e  r e t a i n  im p r e s s i o n s  o f  a l l  w i t h  w h ic h  

t h e y  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  c o n c e r n e d ,  w h e t h e r  r e m o t e  o r  n e a r ,  a n d  a s  t h e r e  

a r e  l a t e n t  f a c u l t i e s ' i n  t h e  h u m a n  m in d  w h ic h  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  t h i s  l a t e n t  

s t a t e  o f  m a t t e r ,  s o  t h e r e  h a s  a r i s e n  t h e  a r t  k n o w n  a s  P s y c h o m e t r y ,  

w h i c h  d e p e n d s  u p o n  t h e ? e  f a c u l t i e s  a n d  i m p r e s s i o n s .  M o s t  p e o p le  

p o s s e s s  t h e  p o w e r  *to p u t  in  p r a c t i c e  t h e  p s y c h o m e t r i c  a r t  in  s o m e  d e g r e e ,  

a n d  a  f e w  w e l l - c o n d u c t e d  e x p e r i m e n t s  w i l l  r e p a y  t h e  t r i a l .  T h e  m e t h o d  

i s ,  t o  t a k e  a  n u m b e r  o f  o d d  t h i n g s ,  s u c h  a s  b i t s  o f  s t o n e ,  r e l i c s  o f  w r e c k s ,  

j e w e l s ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  o f  w h ic h  t h e  h i s t o r y  i s  k n o w n  t o  a l l  b n t  t h e  o n e  

w h o  m a k e s  t h e  t r i a l — o r  a t  l e a s t ,  o f  w h i c h  t b e  h i s t o r y  i s  r e c o v e r a b le —  

a n d  t h e n ,  c l o s i n g  t h e  e y e s  a n d  b o l d i n g  t h e  o b j e c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  e y e b r o w s ,  

s e t  d o w n  o r  d e s c r ib e  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  w h i c h  a p p e a r  t o  f l i t  b e f o r e  t h e  

“  m i n d ’s  e y e ”  in  r a p id  s u c c e s s i o n .  A  f e w  t r i a l s  w i l l  s h o w  t h a t  t h e s e  

p h a n t a s m a l  p i c t u r e s  h a v e  a l l  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  o b j e c t s  

u p o n  w h ic h  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t s  a r e  m a d e .

S o  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e  a r e  t h e s e  r e c o r d s ,  t h a t  n o  m e a n s  a p p e a r  t o  e x i s t  

b y  w h ic h  t h e y  c a n  b e  e r a d ic a t e d .  W e  m a y  g r in d  a  p e b b le  t o  p o w d e r ,  

y e t  e a c h  p a r t i c l e  o f  i t  w i l l  r e t a i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t l i e  s t o n e ,  a h d  t h r o u g h  

p r o p e r  m e a n s ,  t h a t  c a n  a l l  b e  r e c o v e r e d .  O r  w e  m a y  b u r n  t h e  o b j e c t —  

i t  m a k e s  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  ; b e c a u s e  t h e  a s h e s  w i l l  t e l l  a l l  t h e  s t o r y  a s  w e l l  

a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  w o u ld  h a v e  d o n e*  T h u s  a l l  t h i n g s ,  a s  s o  m a n y  v e h i c l e s  

o f  t h e  e t h e r  o r  A s t r a l  L i g h t ,  w i l l  r e t a in  im p r e s s i o n s  o f  a l l  t h a t  h a s  

o c c u r r e d  in  t h e i r  v i c i n i t y  ; a n d  t h i s  r e c o r d  c a n  n e v e r  b e  d e s t r o y e d .

B n t  t h e s e  i m p i e s s i o n s  a r e  n o t  l i k e  m e r e  d r a w i n g s  o r  p h o t o g r a p h s  ; 

fo r  a s  t h e y  a r e  r e c e iv e d  a t  f i r s t  in  s u c c e s s i v e  s e r i e s  a n d  w a v e s  o f  e n e r g y  

t h r o u g h  t h e  e t h e r ,  b e i n g  t h u s  p r e c e d e d  a n d  s u c c e e d e d  b y  o t h e r s ,  s o ,  

o w i n g  t o  t h e  s a m e  c y c l i c  o r  p e r io d ic  l a w  w h i c h  c a u s e s  t h e  t i d e s  t o  f lo w  

a n d  r e c e d e — w h i c h  c a u s e s  t h e  s y s t o l e  a n d  d i a s t o l e  o f  t h e  h e a r t ,  a n d  

w h i c h ,  t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  n a t u r e ,  m a k e s  a l t e r n a t e  p e r io d s  o f  a c t i v i t y  a n d  

r e s t — i t  i s  t h r o u g h  t h i s  p e r io d ic  l a w  t h a t  t h e  im p r e s s i o n s  u p o n  t h e  

a s t r a l  e t h e r  h a v e  t h e i r  p e r io d s  o f  m o r e  o r  l e s s  d i s t i n c t n e s s  a n d  a c t i v i t y .

S o  w e  h a v e  a l l  h e a r d  o f  t h o s e  s h a d e s  o f  t h e  d e p a r t e d — v u l g a r l y  c a l l e d  

“ g h o s t s ” — o f  h o w ,  in  s o m e  o l d - t i m e  m a n s io n ,  i t  m a y  b e , t h e r e  c o m e s  

r o n n d  a  c e r t a i n  d a y  in  t h e  y e a r ,  o r  a  c e r t a i n  h o u r  in  t h e  n i g h t ,  w h e n  

t h e  s h a d o w y  f ig u r e  i s  s e e n ,  o r  t h e  t r a g e d y  e n a c t e d .  A n d  t h e s e  a r e  b u t. 

in s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  c y c l i c  la w  a g a in  a n d  a g a i n  b r i n g i n g  b a c k ,  in  t h e  i n e x ­

o r a b le  p r o c e s s io n  o f  t i m e ,  t h a t  m o m e n t  w h e n  t h e  c l i m a x  o f  w i l l  a n d  

p a s s io n  s e t  i u  m o t io n  i t s  m a n y  u n e q u a l  w a v e s  ip  t h e  e t h e r  w h ic h ,  g r a d *  
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u a l l y  w o r k i n g  ou t, a l l  t h e i r  v a r i a t i o n s ,  a t  l e n g t h  r e a c h  o n c e  a g a in  t o  

t h a t  e x a c t  s t a t e  in  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  f i r s t  i m p r e s s e d ,  a n d  t h e n  o n c e  m o r e  

b r in g  a b o u t  a n  e x a c t  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  a l l  t b e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h i c h  c h a r a c ­

te r i s e d  t h a t  f i r s t  m o v e m e n t .  T h u s  t h e r e  i s  a  s t o r y  o f  a  s t r a n g e  w a i l i n g  

s o u n d  o f  m o u r n f u l  c r i e s  w h i c h ,  o n  a  c e r t a i n  n i g h t  in  t h e  y e a r ,  i s  h e a r d  

a t  a n  o ld  f a m i l y  s e a t  in  E n g l a n d  ; a n d  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e s e  c r i e s  w a s  n o t  

k n o w n .  B u t  o n  e n q u i r y ,  a n d  a f t e r  m u c h  r e s e a r c h  b o t h  o c c u l t  a n d  

o t h e r w i s e ,  i t  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  l o n g  a g o ,  in  t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  

a g e s  a n d  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  c r u s a d e s ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  w h o  t h e n  

h e l d  t h e  p la c e  h a d  b e e n  k i l l e d  in  P a l e s t i n e  ; a n d  t h e  s t r a n g e  s o a u d s  

h e a r d  w e r e  t h e  a s t r a l  e c h o e s  o f  t h e  w a i l i n g  c r i e s  o f  t h e  m o u r n e r s  w h o ,  

in  t r u e  O r ie n t a l  f a s h i o n ,  h a d  u s e d  t h e m  w h e n  t h e  b o d y  w a s  c o n v e y e d  

t o  i t s  l a s t  r e s t . #  A n d  t h u s  t h e  s o u n d  o f  l a m e n t a t i o n ,  im p r e s s e d  b y  

w h a t e v e r  w e ir d  c o m b in a t io n  i t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  n p o n  t h e  A s t r a l  L i g h t ,  

h a s  g o n e  o n  m a n i f e s t i n g  i t s e l f  in  itsi a p p o in t e d  t i m e  t h r o u g h  t h e  l o n g  

w a s t e  o f  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  ; a n d  w i l l  d o u b t l e s s  s o  c o n t i n u e  u n t i l  s u c h  

t i m e  a s  i t s  e n e r g y  m a y  b e c o m e  s p e n t ,  w h e n  t h e  s o u n d s  w i l l  c e a s e — b n t  

t h e  a s t r a l  r e c o r d  w i l l  n e v e r  g r o w  d im  o r  b e  lo s t .

I t  w a s  t h i s  p e r io d ic  s w i n g  o f  t h e  a s t r a l  w a v e s  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  

a s t r o l o g e r s  o f  B a b y l o n ,  o f  P e r s i a ,  o f  I n d ia ,  a n d  o f  o ld  E g y p t  a n d  m o r e  

m o d e r n  A r a b ia ,  d e p e n d e d  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e i r  o c c n l t  c a l c u l a t i o n s  ; 

f o r  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i f  t h e y  c o u ld  m e a s u r e  t h e  p e r io d s  o f  t h e  p l a n e t s  

a n d  p r e d i c t  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e i r  m a n y  c o n f ig u r a t io n s  a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s  

a n d  w i t h  t h e  s t a r s ,  t h e y  m i g h t  k n o w  w h e n  t h e  e v e n t s  w h ic h  h a d  a t t e n d ­

e d  t h e  f o r m e r  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h o s e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  h e a v e n s  w o u ld  r e t u r n  

a g a i n .  F o r  t h e y  lo o k e d  n p o n  t h e  a s t r a l  e t h e r  a s  t h e  v e h i c l e  a n d  m e a n s  

b y  w h i c h  a l l  n a t u r a l  f o r c e s  w e r e  b o u n d  t o g e t h e r ; a n d  n o t  p e r h a p s  

b e l i e v i n g ,  a s  s o  m a n y  in  t h i s  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  a g e  h a v e  s o  w r o n g l y  t a u g h t ,  

t h a t  t h e  c e l e s t i a l  b o d ie s  h a d  a n y  p h y s i c a l  in f lu e n c e  a c i i n g  d i r e c t l y  u p o n  

m a n ,  t h e y  y e t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  n s  a l l  n a t u r e  w a s  o n e  c o n t i n u o u s  c h a i n ,  t h e  

r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  s a m e  c o s m ic  p o s i t i o n s  w o u ld  n e c e s s a r i l y  m e a n  t h e  r e ­

c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  s a m e  e t h e r i c  w a v e s ,  a n d  t h e n  a n a lo g o u s  m u n d a n e  e v e n t s  

w o u ld  f o l l o w . f  M o r e  t h a n  t h i s  ; t h e y  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  t h e  e v i l ' t h o n g h t s  o f  

h u m a n i t y  r u n n i n g ,  a s  w e  m a y  s a y ,  in t o  m a s s e s  in  t h e  e t h e r ,  a s  t h e  r a i n ­

d r o p s  a n d  t h e  r i v e r s  d o  in t o  t h e  o c e a n ,  w o u ld  l ik e  i t  r u n  a l s o  i n t o  a  r h y t h ­

m i c  m o t io n  a n d  r e g u l a r l y  in c r e a s i n g  s w i n g  w h i c h ,  g r a d u a l l y  b e c o m in g  o f  

m o r e  a n d  m o r e  f o r c e  a s  t h e  a g e s  a n d  c y c l i c  p e r io d s  r o l l e d  o n ,  a n d  in  

t u r n  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  t h e  s a m e  i m p u l s e  t o  t b e  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  t h e r e  

w o u ld  a t  l a s t  c o m e  a  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  c o h e s io n  o f  t h e  r o c k s  a n d  t h e  s t a b i l ­

i t y  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t s  c o u ld  n o  lo n g e r  s t a n d  t h e  a w f u l  s t r a i n ; a n d  w h e n  

c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  w h o l e  w o u l d ,  l i k e  t h e  o v e r c h a r g e d  t h u n d e r - c l o u d ,  

g i v e  w a y  in  o n e  e n o r m o u s  c r a s h ,  w h e n  a  w h o le  c o n t i n e n t  w o u ld  d i s a p p e a r  

b e n e a t h  t h e  o c e a n  w a v e s ,  s o m e  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  p e r i s h i n g  

w i t h  i t . J  A n d  t h e y  p o in t e d  o u t  w h a t  s t a r s  h a d  h e ld  c e r t a i n  p o s i t i o n s

•  Leadbeater, “ The Astral Pluue,” pp. 724—7. .
f  Chambers’ Dictionary (1727) article “ Astrology,”
I  The “ A stral Light,”  pp. 38, 80, 89—92. cf.



w h e n  t h e s e  g rea fc  c a t a c l y s m s  w e r e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  in  t h e  p a s t ; 

a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  w h e u  t h e y  a g a i n  r e a c h e d  t h o s e  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  c o n f ig u r a ­

t io n s ,  t h e  s a m e  e f f e c t s  w o n ld  r e a p p e a r  *

Ifc i s  t o  t h e  A s t r a l  L ig h fc  t h a t  w e  a r e  fco l o o k  f o r  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  

a l l  s p e c t r a l  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  a n d  o f  a l l  t h o s e  e v o c a t io n s  o f  t h e  s h a d o w y  p r o ­

t o t y p e s  o f  t h e  d e p a r t e d  w h ic h  w e r e  s o u g h t  t o  b e  e f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  s o r c e r y  

o f  M e d ie v a l  M a g ic ,  a n d  fche e f f e c t s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  m o d e r n  

s p i r i t i s m  ; f  a n d  fchey a r e  t h e r e f o r e  o f  m a n y  k i n d s  a n d  d e g r e e s .  W h e n  

a  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  j o i n  i n  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  f u s e  t h e i r  “  m a g n e t i c  ”  o r  a u r ic  

e m a n a t i o n *  a n d  fch eir  d e s i r e s  in  s u c h  a  m a n n e r  a s  m a y  s e r v e  t o  c r e a t e  

a n  a c t i v e  cen fcre  in  t h e  e t h e r ,  ifc w i l l  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  f o l l o w  thafc t h e y  

m a y  t h e n c e  e v o l v e  a  R u p a  o r  f o r m  i n t o  w h i c h  t h e r e  m a y  e n t e r  s o m e  l i v i n g  

b e i n g  o f  t h e  A s t r a l  L i g h t .  F o r  i f  t h e  a c t i v e  w i l l  o f  o n e  p e r s o n  c a n ,  

u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s ,  e v o l v e  a  f o r m  in  w h ic h  h i s  o w n  c o n s c io u s n e s s  

m a y  f u n c t i o n ,  t h e n  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  a  n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r s  m a y  

d o  t b e  s a m e ,  i f  s u f f i c i e n t l y  l o n g  c o n t i n u e d — t h a t  i s ,  ifc m a y  e v o l v e  a  

fo r m  c a p a b l e  o f  a c t i n g  a s  t h e  v e h i c l e  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  s o m e  k i n d ,  a n d  

m a y  t h e r e f o r e  s e r v e  a s  t h e  m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  a  d i s e m b o d ie d  b e i n g  m a y  

c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  f l e s h .  O r  a g a i n ,  i n  t h e  

c a s e s  o f  t h o s e  a s t r a l  d o u b le s  o f  t h e  d e p a r t e d  w h i c h  a r e  a b a n d o n e d  b y  

t h e  t r n e  E g o  u p o n  t h e  a s t r a l  p l a n e ,  a f t e r  a  s i m i l a r  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  i t  

h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  a b a n d o n e d  i t s  p h y s i c a l  b o d y  afc d e a t h — i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  

c o l l e c t i v e  f o r c e  o f  t h e  “  s p i r i t  c i r c l e ”  m a y  r e v i t a l i s e  t h i s  a b a n d o n e d  

d o u b le  ; a n d  in  t h a t  e v e n t  i t  w i l l  s e e m  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  r e a l  p e r s o n  w h p  

i s  c o m m u n i c a t i n g .  F o r  fche f a i l i n g  m e m o r ie s  i m p r e s s e d  o n  t h e  d o u b le  

w i l l  t h e n  a g a in  r e v i v e ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  A s t r a l  L i g h t ,  a n d  b e  c a p a b le  o f  

p r o v i n g  fche idenfcifcy, w h i l e  y e t  t h e  t r u e  E g o  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  

i t .  Q u i t e  o f t e n  fche d o u b le  in  q u e s t i o n  h a s  n o  m o r e  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  r e a l  

i n d i v i d u a l  t h a n  h i s  p h o t o g r a p h  m i g h t  h a v e  ; n o r  i s  t h e  m e s s a g e ,  u n d e r  

s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a n y  m o r e  o r i g i n a l  t h a n  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  p h o n o g r a p h —  

w h ic h  i s  b u t  t h e  l i f e l e s s  r e p l i c a  o f  t h e  t r u e  v o ic e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n  t h e  

in s t a n c e s  o f  p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  d e p a r t e d  f r o m  t h e  e a r t h ;  

l i f e ,  a n d  a r e  c o n s e q u e n t l y  b e r e f t  o n l y  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  f o r m ,  t h ?  

“  s p i r i t  c i r c l e  ”  m a y  p r o v id e  t h e  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  t h e  d e p a r t e d  

m a y  a g a i n  c o m e  i n t o  t o u c h  w ifch  t h e  l i v i n g  o n  t h i s  s i d e ;  a n d  

w h e r e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  s p e c i a l l y  f a v o u r a b le ,  i t  m a y  e v e n  d r a w  

f r o m  t h e  s i t t e r s  e n o u g h  m a t e r i a l  p a r t i c l e s  t o  e n a b le  i t  t e m p o ­

r a r i l y  i o  r e c l o t h e  i t s e l f  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l  g u i s e ,  a n d  t h u s  a p p e a r  t o  

a l l  i n t e n t s  a n d  p u r p o s e s  e x a c t l y  a s  b e f o r e  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  b o d y .  B u t  

n o t  o n l y  t h o s e  w h o s e  b o d ie s  h a d  r e c e n t l y  d i e d  m i g h t  d o  t h e s e  t h i n g s  ; 

b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  s a id  t o  b e  w h afc  a r e  c a l l e d  “ e a r t h - b o u n d  ”  E g o s  w h i c h ,  

i n s t e a d  o f  p u r s u i n g  t h e  u s u a l  c o u r s e ,  w i l l  r e m a in  o n  t b e  l o w e r  s t r a t a  o f  

t b e  A s t r a l  L i g h t  e v e n  f o r  h u n d r e d s  o f  y e a r s .  S u c h  i s  s a id  t o  b e  t h e  c a s e  

in  r e g a r d  t o  H e n r y  M o o r e ,  t h e  P l a t o n i s t ,  w h o  d ie d  afc t h e  c l o s e  o f  fche 

1 7 t h  c e n t u r y — b u t  w a s  s o  m u c h  a n d  s o  c l o s e l y  a d d i c t e d  t o  h i s  b o o k s  a n d

*~Sc© 8 .D., II., 525 unto, 828, 829, u.e.
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h i s  s t u d i e s  t h a t  h e  r e m a in s  a t  t h e m  s t i l l — i m a g i n i n g  h e  i s  a l l  t h e  t i m e  

i n  h i s  l ib r a r y ,  w i t h  h i s  b e lo v e d  w o r k s  a l l  a b o u t  h i m — a n d  i t  i s  s a i d  

t h a t  h e  h a s  s t i l l  t o  r e m a iu  s o  f o r  q u i t e  a  c o n s id e r a b le  t i m e  t o  c o m e .*

F o r  i t  i s  a  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  A s t r a l  L i g h t  a u d  i t s  v a r io u s  

p la n e s ,  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  t h e r e  t h i n k  o f  w i l l  a p p e a r  ( w i t h  c e r t a i n  

e x c e p t i o n s )  t o  b e  t a n g i b l e  a n d  o b j e c t i v e  f a c t s .  O u r  t h o u g h t s  a r e  

r e a l l y  t h i n g s  ; a n d  t h e  c r e a t i v e  o r  f o r m a t i v e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  m in d  i s  s o  

g r e a t  t h a t  i t  m o u ld s  t h e  e t h e r i c  m a t t e r  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  f a c i l i t y — a u d  

t h e  f o r m s  s o  c r e a t e d  a r e  a s  r e a l  a n d  t a n g i b l e  t o  a l l  . a p p e a r a n c e ,  a s  a r e  

t h e  t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  w o r ld  t o  n s  a t  p r e s e n t .  B u t  t o  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  t r u e  

o c c u l t  k n o w l e d g e  t h e  i l l u s i o n  i s  q u i t e  t r a n s p a r e n t ; i t  i s  o n l y  t h e  

u n i n i t i a t e d  w h o  a r e  d e c i e v e d  t h e r e b y .

V e r y  m a n y  a r e  t h e  i l l u s i o n s  o f  t h a t  p la n e ,  a n d  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  e f f e c t i v e  

h a s  b e e n  t h a t  o n e  w h e r e  a  “  s p i i i t - c i r c l e  ”  h a s  s a t  f o r  m a n y  w e a r y  

m o n t h s ,  o r  e v e n  y e a r s ,  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  i t  w a s  e v o l v i n g  a  m a t e r i a l i s e d  f o r m  

f o r  s o m e  g r e a t  m a n  o f  t h e  p a s t  t i m e ,  a n d  g e t t i n g  m e s s a g e s  a n d  t e a c h i n g s  

f r o m  h i m  w h ic h  t a l l i e d  m o s t  w o n d e r f u l l y  w i t h  t b e  i d e a s  o f  t h e  s i t t e r s .  

A n d  s m a l l  w o n d e r  t h e y  d i d  s o  : f o r  in  m a n y  c a s e s  i t  w a s  b u t. t h e  

O B tral d o u b le  o f  t h e  m e d iu m  m a s q u e r a d in g  i n  a  g u i s e  w h i c h  t h e  

t h o u g h t s  o f  t h e  s i t t e r s  h a d  f o r  t h e  t i m e - b e i n g  im p o s e d  u p o n  i t s  p l a s t i c  

n a t u r e — a n d ,  t h u s  a c t i n g  a s  t h e  m e r e  t e l e p a t h i c  r e f le c t o r  o f  t h e i r  o w n  

t h o u g h t s ,  g a v e  t h e m  b a c k  t h e i r  o w n  i d e a s  a n d  n o t h i n g  m o r e .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  m a s t e r s  o f  O c c u l t i s m  h a v e ,  a s  i t  w o u ld  s e e m ,  

e n d e a v o re d  t o  m a k e  u s e  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t i s t  m o v e m e n t ,  

i o  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  o u t  s o m e  o f  T h e i r  K n o w l e d g e — a t  l e a s t  i t  w o u ld  a p p e a r  

t o  h a v e  b e e n  s o  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  S t a i n t o n  M o s e s f — a n d  s o m e t i m e s  c h e l a s  

o r  p u p i l s ,  w h o  c o n ld  t r a n s f e r  t h e i r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t o  a n  a s t r a l  f o r m ,  h a v e  

c o m m u n ic a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  c i r c l e s .  B u t  t h e  c o n d i t io n s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  

t h e  v e r y  r e v e r s e  o f  w h a t  a n  o c c u l t i s t  w o u ld  c h o o s e  ; b e c a u s e  t h e  g r e a t  

r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t h e  m e m b e r s  a t  s p i r i t  s e a n c e s  i s  t o  k e e p  t h e i r  m i n d s  

p a s s i v e  a u d  r e c e p t i v e  — o r , a s  i t  w e r e ,  u n r e s e r v e d l y  o p e n  t o  w h a t e v e r  

t h e  d e n iz e n s  o f  t h e ;A s t r a l  P l a n e  m a y  s e n d  t h e m .  T h e  o c c u l t i s t ,  

c o n t r a r y  t o  t h i s ,  s e e k s  t o  r e n d e r  h i s  m in d  s o l e l y  h i s  o w n  s e r v a n t ,  a u d  

n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a n y t h i n g  o r  a n y  o n e  e l s e .  I n  f a c t ,  s o  f a r  f r o m  l e a v i n g  

i t  o p e i i  f o r  a n y  o t h e r  e n t i t y  t o  u s e ,  h e  w i l l  6e e k  t o  cotrfcrol i t ,  a n d  a l l  

l o w e r  p o w e r s ,  a b s o l u t e l y .

I t  i s  t b e  h a r m o n y  a n d  u n i t y  d e m a n d e d  o f  t h e  s p i r i t - c i r c l e  w h i c h  

a r e  t h e  p o i n t s  i t  h a s  in  c o m m o n  w i t h  t h e  o c c u l t  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  w h i c h  

s o m e t i m e s  m a k e  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  s u c h  s c h o o l s  t o  u s e  s u c h  

m e a n s .  A n d  t h e y  d o  i t  in  o r d e r  t o  s e t  g o i n g  a  c o u n t e r b l a s t  t o  t h e  

m a t e r i a l i s t i c  p h i l o s o p h y  c u r r e n t  s o m e  y e a r s  a g o — f o r  t h e s e  c i r c l e s  a r e  

s a id  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o r i g i n a l l y  s t a r t e d  b y  a n  o c c n l t  s c h o o l  f o r  t h i s  v e r y  

p u r p o s e .*  B u t  t h e y  t h e r e b y  o p e n e d  t h e  d o o r  t o  t h e  a s t r a l  r e g i o n ,  a n d

*  Olcotfc*s “  O ld  D ia r y  L e a v e s ,”  p . 2 3 8 , V o l. I .
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i t  c o u l d  n o t  a g a in  b e  c lo s e d .  T h e  r e s u l t  h a s  b e e n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  h a p p e n e d  

a  g r e a t  r u s h  o f  t h e  b e i n g s  o f  a l l  k in d s  w h o  a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d  in  t h e  A s t r a l  

L ig h t ,  a l l  s e e k i n g  t o  c o m e  in  t o u c h  w i t h  w h a t e v e r  t h e y  c o u ld  o f  p h y s i ­

ca l l i f e  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e a n s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t - m e d i u m  ; a n d  a s  t h o s e  w h o  d id  

so  w e r e  m o s t l y  s u c h  a s  b y  t h e i r  e a r t h - l i v e s  h a d  d e c i d e d l y  not “  l a i d  u p  

t r e a s u r e s  in  h e a v e n /*  a n d  f o r  w h o m ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  a s t r a l  p l a n e s  h e ld  

l i t t l e  t h a t  c o u ld  a t t r a c t ,  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  a  d e s i r a b le  s o r t  o f  c o m p a n y  t o  

k e e p .  F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  r e m a in e d  in  t h e  e t h e r i c  o r  a s t r a l  r e g i o n s  

m o s t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  “  c i r c l e s , ”  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  d o i n g  s o  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

h a v e  n o t  y e t  g o t  r id  o f  t h e i r  e a r t h l y  p a s s i o n s  a n d  d e s i r e s ,  a u d  h a v e  n o t  

m a d e  s n c h  u s e  o f  t h e i r  t h o u g h t - p o w e r  a s  t o  b e  a b le  t o  u s e  i t s  c r e a t i v e  

f a c u l t y  o n  t h o s e  p la n e s ,  e i t h e r  c o n s c i o u s l y  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  a n d  s o  f in d  

t h e m s e l v e s  b e r e f t  o f  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  b o d ie s ,  w h i l e  n o t  b y  a n y  m e a n s  f r e e d  

o f  t h e i r  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  A n d  w h e n e v e r  s u c h  a s  t h e s e  r e c e i v e  a  f r e s h  

s u p p l y  o f  v i t a l  f o r c e  f r o m  t h e  a s s e m b l e d  c i r c l e ,  t h e y  a r e  t h e r e b y  r e t a r d ­

ed  t h e  m o r e  f r o m  g e t t i n g  r id  o f  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  a n d  k e p t  a  l o n g e r  

t im e  in  t h e  l o w e r  a s t r a l  r e g i o n s — t h e r e b y  h a v i n g  t h e i r  e v o l u t i o n  r e t a r d ­

ed  a n d  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s  c h e c k e d .

Y e t ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e s e  d r a w b a c k s ,  m o d e r n  s p i r i t i s m  h a s  d o n e  g o o d  

s e r v i c e  in  c h e c k i n g  t b e  g r o w i n g  i d e a  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  l i f e  b e y o n d  t h e  

p h y s i c a l — t h a t  w h e n  t h e  g r a v e  c lo s e d  o v e r  t h e  b o d y ,  t h e r e  w a s  a n  e n d  

t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  a s  w e l l .  W h e r e  i t  a p p e a r s  n o t  t o  h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  s o  

w e l l ,  i s  in  a i d i n g  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  i t s  a d h e r e n t s  a n y  f u r t h e r  ; s i n c e  t h e y  

n e a r ly  a l w a y s  s e e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s a t i s f i e d  p a s s i v e l y  t o  r e c e i v e  w h a t e v e r  

t h e y  m i g h t  g e t ,  a n d  t h u s  m a d e  l i t t l e  o r  n o  r e a l  a d v a n c e .  T h e y  d o  n o t  

a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  le a r n t  t o  m a n i p u l a t e  t h e  o b s c u r e  f o r c e s  o f  n a t u r e  f o r  t h e  

b e n e f i t  o f  h u m a n i t y  ; n o r  h a v e  t h e y ,  u n l e s s  in  a  v e r y  f e w  e x c e p t i o n a l  

c a s e s ,  l e u r n e d  t o  f u n c t i o n  in  t h e i r  o w n  a s t r a l  b o d ie s ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  t o  

t e r v e  t b e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  M a s t e r s  a n d  o f  m a n k in d  a s  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  b a n d  

o f  “  I n v i s i b l e  h e l p e r s . ”  *  O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e r e  w o u ld  s e e m  t o  h a v e  

b e e n  a l l  t o o  m a n y  c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e  p o o r  m e d iu m  h a s  b e c o m e  t h e  u n f o r t u ­

n a t e  l u n a t i c ;  a n d  w h e r e  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  b o d y  h a s  b e e n  s a c r i f i c e d  

w i t h o u t  a n y  p r o p o r t io n a t e  g a i n  t o  t h e  m in d .  S u c h  t h i n g s  a s  t h e s e  

c a n n o t  b e  l a i d  t o  t h e  c h a r g e  o f  t r u e  o c c u l t i s m ,  n o r  t o  t h e  w o r k e r s  o f  t b e  

T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y  w h o  h a v e  k e p t  t o  i t s  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s .

F r o m  t h e s e  t h i n g s  i t  w i l l  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  A s t r a l  L i g h t  h a s  a t  a l l  

t i m e s  b e e n  t h e  g r e a t  m e d iu m  a n d  m e n s t r u u m  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  a l l  m a g i c a l  

p e r f o r m a n c e s  b e c a m e  p o s s i b l e ; a n d  w h ic h  in  e v e r y  a g e  h a s  b e e n  t h e  

s p e c ia l  p r o v in c e  o f  t h e  m a g i c i a n  a n d  t h a u m a t u r g i s t .  W i t h o n t  i t  t h e r e  

c o n l d  b e  n o  s e c o n d  s i g h t ,  n o  g h o s t - s e e i n g ,  n o  p s y c h o m e t r y — t h e r e  

w o u ld  b e  n o  c r y s t a l - g a z i n g ,+  ( a  m e a n s  o f  c o n c e n t r a t io n  w h e r e b y  i t s  

p i c t u r e s  b e c o m e  i n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s  m o r e  o b j e c t i v e )  a n d  n o n e  o f  t h e  a r t s  

o f  t h e  d i v i n e r  w o u ld  b e  a v a i l a b l e .  B u t  i t  c o v e r s  v a s t l y  m o r e  t h a n  t h e s e  

m in o r  d e t a i l s ;  f o r  i n  i t s  a s p e c t  a s  t b e  g r e a t  s t o r e h o u s e  a n d  d e p o s i t o r y  

o f  a l l  r e c o r d s ,  i t  i s  t h e  im p e r i s h a b l e  r e g i s t e r  o f  e v e r y  a c t ,  t h o u g h t ,  d e e d ,

*  C f .  L e a d b e a t e i ’s  w o r k  t h e r e o n ,  
f  "  A r t  Mogic ”  p. 170.



a n d  e v e n t  t h a t  h a s  e v e r  t a k e n  p lA c e .*  I n  a l l  t h e  v a r io u s  r e l i g i o n s  

s y s t e m s  o f  t ir e  w o r ld ,  w e  f in d  r e f e r e n c e  to  s o m e  v e r s io n  o f  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d  

“  T h e  B o o k  o f  t ir e  R e c o r d in g  A n g e l  ”  ; b u t  in  r e a l i t y  t h i s  i s  t h e  a s t r a l  

e t h e r ,  a n d  in  t h e  d a y s  w h e n  t h o s e  r e l i g i o n s  w e r e  a c t n a l  p s y c h i c  o r  s p i r i t ­

u a l  s y s t e m s ,  n o t  m e r e  t r a d e s ,  d e a d  c r e e d s ,  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  b u n d l e s  o f  

o l d  o b s e r v a n c e s  a n d  m e a n i n g l e s s  m u m m e r y ,  t h e i r  p r i e s t s  a r e  s a id  t o  

h a v e  p o s s e s s e d  p s y c h i c  p o w e r s  w h ic h  e n a b le d  t h e m  t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h i s  

O m n i s c i e n t  B o o k ,  a n d  t h e r e in  t o  r e a d  n o t  o n l y  t h e  p a s t  h i s t o r y  o f  t b e  

e a r t h ,  b u t  l i k e w i s e  o f  e v e r y  m a n . f

F o r  i f  t h e  e a r t h  h a s  i t s  s p h e r e  o f  a u r a  a b o u t  i t  a n d  w i t h i u  i t ,  

w h i c h  w e  c a l l  t h e  l o w e r  s t r a t u m  o f  t h i s  e t h e r ,  s o  a l s o  h a s  e v e r y  i n d i v i d ­

u a l  a m o n g  u s ; a n d  a s  t h e  e a r t h ' s  a u r a  i s  t h e  s t o r e h o u s e  o f  a l l  t h e  

r e c o r d s  o f  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  s o  i s  t h e  a u r a  o f  e a c h  h u m a n  b e i n g  d o u b t l e s s  t h e  

r e a l  s e a t  o f h i s  o r  h e r  m e m o r y ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  o f  e v e r y  a c t  a n d  t h o u g h t . ^  

E x p l a i n ,  i f  y o u  c a n ,  h o w  i t  i s ,  o t h e r w i s e ,  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a n y  m e m o r y  a t  

a l l ; w h a t  t h e r e  i s  in  t h e  c e r e b r a l  g a n g l i a  w h i c h  i s  c a p a b le  o f  r e t a i n i n g  

t h e  i m p r e s s  o f  l o n g - p a s t  e v e n t s ,  a n d  w h y  a  b i t  o f  n e r v e - t i s s u e ,  w h i o h  

y o u  m a y  d i s s e c t  a n d  va n a l y s e  a n d  e x a m i n e  t o  a n y  e x t e n t  k n o w n  t o  

s c i e n c e ,  s h o u ld  y e t  h a v e  t b i s  s u b t l e  p o w e r  o f  r e t a i u i n g  a n  e n o r m o u s  

p a n o r a m a  o f  S c e n e s  a n d  i n c i d e n t s  w h ic h  i t  w o u ld  t a k e  f a r  m o r e  t h a n  a  

w h o le  g r e a t  l ib r a r y  c r a m m e d  t o  t h e  c e i l i n g  t o  h o ld ,  i f  r e c o r d e d  b y  a n y  

k n o w n  m e a n s .  A n d  y e t  a l l  t h i s ,  o r  a n y  o f  i t ,  i s  n o t  t o  b e  f o u n d  b y  a i d  

o f  k n i f e  o r  s c a l p e l ,  b y  c h e m i s t r y  o r  o p t i c s  ; a n d  t h e  m e m o r ie s  o f  a  l i f e ­

t i m e  a d d  n o t  o n e  g r a iD  o f  w e i g h t  t o  t h e  b r a in  o f  a  m a n  ! B e c a u s e  i t  i s  

t b e  i n t a n g i b l e  e t h e r  w h i c h  h o ld s  t h a t  e x h a o s t l e s s  r e c o r d  ; a n d  i t s  v e r y  

p e r f e c t i o n  i s  t h e  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  m u t a b i l i t y  a n d  

c o n s t a n t  c h a n g e  w h ic h  w e  s e e  in  a l l  t h e  p h a s e s  o f  m a t e r ia l  t h i n g s .  I f ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  s p e c i a l  d i f f e r e n t ia t io n  o f  t h i s  e t h e r  w h i c h  w e  t a l l  t h e  

H u m a n  A u r a  i s  t h u s  t o  b e  lo o k e d  u p o n  a s  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  l i f e - r e c o r d  o f  

e v e r y  m a n , a n d  i s  r e a l l y  t h e  s e a t  o f  h i s  m e m o r y ,  t h e n  b y  t h e  H e r m e t i c  

a n a l o g y  w e  m u s t  c o n s id e r  t h e  a u r a  o f  o u r  e a r t h  o r  t h e  C o s m o s  a s ,  

c o r r e s p o n d in g ly ,  t h e  m e t a o r y - s e a t  o f  t h e  D e i t y ,  o r  t h a t  s u m - t o t a l  o f  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  w h ic h  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c a l l  G o d .

M e m o r y  h a s  e v e f  b e e n  a  p u z z l e  t o  t h e  a n a t o m i s t  a n d  t h e  p h y s i o l o ­

g i s t  ; w h o ,  b e c a u s e  t h a y  c o u ld  n o t  b y  t h e i r  s c i e n c e  d i s c o v e r  a n y t h i n g  

l i k e  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  “  t h e  s o u l , ”  h a v e  u p o n  t h a t  g r o u n d  d e n i e d  

t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a n y  im m o r t a l  p a r t  t o  m a n .  A s  w e l l  m i g h t  t h e y  d e n y  

t h a t  h e  h a s  a n y  m e m o r y ,  s i n c e  o f  t h a t  a l s o  t h e y  c a n  f in d  n o  t r a c e  i n  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  b o d y ,  y e t  n o  o n e  i n  h i s  s e n s e s  w i l l  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s u c h  a  

t h i n g ,  w h e t h e r  i t  h a s  w e i g h t  o r  n o  w e i g h t ,  m a t e r ia l  o r  n o t .

S o m e  d a y ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  a t  n o t  a  v e r y  d i s t a n t  o n e ,  p s y c h i c  o r  a s t r a l  

s c i e n c e  w i l l  d o  w h a t  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e  h a s  n o t  y e t  d o n e ,  a n d  w i l l  m a k e  

e v i d e n t  t h e  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  t h i s  i m p e r i s h a b l e  r e c o r d  m a y  b e  m a d e

# Nizida's “ Astral Light,” pp, 93, 96, 154, 155.
t  Op, cit., p. 72.
X Cf. “ A rt Magic,” pp. 121, 123.



a c c e s s ib l e  t o  a l l ,  a s  n o w  i t  i s  o n l y  t o  t h e  f e w .  A n d  t h e n  w i l l  t h e  

t r a e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C o s m o s  b e  m a d e  m a n i f e s t  u p o n  in d u b i t a b l e  e v i ­

d e n c e ,  a n d  in  f u l l ,  w h e r e  n o w  w e  h a v e  i t  o n l y  u p o n  a u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  i n  

p a r t .  F o r  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  w i l l  t h e n  b e  a b le  t o  c h e c k - a l l  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s  

a b o u t  i t  i n  a  n e w  w a y —■ w h ic h  y e t  i s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  b a t  t h e  v e r y  o l d e s t .  

T h e n  h e  w i l l  b e  a b le  t o  s e e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  C o s m o s  l a i d ,  in  t h e  

t im e  w h e n  t h e e a r t ^  “  w a s  w i t h o u t  f o r m  a n d  v o i d , ”  a n d  h e  w i l l  s e e  w h e r e  

a n d  b o w  f a r  h i s  s p e o u l a t i v e  t h e o r i e s  o f  s o l u t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  c o r r e c t ,  a s  

a ls o  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  t o  b e  a m e n d e d .  T h e  t h e o l o g i a n  m a y  t h e n  g i v e  u p  

h i s  h a i r - s p l i t t i n g  c r e e d s ,  h i s  d i s p u t e s  a s  t o  r i t u a l  a n d  r i t e s  a n d  c e r e ­

m o n ie s  ; a n d  he w i l l  s e e  u p o n  w h a t  h i s  r e l i g i o n  w a s  a c t u a l l y  f o u n d e d ,  

a s  a l s o  h o w  f a r  a n d  i n  w h a t  w a y  h e  h a s  d e p a r t e d  fr o m  i t s  s p i r i t .  

T h e  h i s t o r i a n  w i l l  t h e n  p e r c e i v e  w h a t  w e r e  t h e  r e a l  i n c i d e n t s  in  

t h o s e  g r e a t  d r a m a s  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  o f  w h i c h  h e  h a s  n o w  b n t  a  

m o r e  o r  l e s s  im p e r f e c t  o u t l i n e — h e  w i l l  t h e n  s e e  t h e  t h o u g h t s  o f t h e  

a c t o r s  t h e r e i n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  d e e d s ,  a n d  b e  a b l e  t o  a s s i g n  t o  e a c h  h i s  

p la c e ,  i n  a  w a y  t h n t  n o w  h e  i s  u n a b le  t o  d o .  T h e  c h e m i s t  w i l l  t h e n  

b e  a b l e  t o  p r o b e  t o  t h e  v e r i e s t  r a d ix  o f  m a t t e r  a 9 h e  k n o w s  i t  n o w ,  a n d  

to  s e e  all i t s  w o r k in g s ,  w h e r e  n o w  h e  s e e s  b u t  a  f e w  : h e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  

n o t e ,  n o t  o n ly  t h e  m a r s h a l l i n g  o f  t h e  a t o m s  in  a  g i v e n  c o m p o u u d ,  b u t  t h e  

v e r y  o r i g i n  a n d  b a i l d i n g  a n d  s i z e  o f  t h o s e  a t o m s  t h e m s e l v e s .  T b e  

p h y s i c i s t  c a n  t h e n  s e e  t h e  u t t e r m o s t  w o r k i u g s  o f  w b a t  h e  c a l l s  f o r c e ,  

fo r  h e  w i l l  t r a c e  a l l  i t s  s p i r a l s , *  a l l  i t s  w a v e s ,  a ) 1 i t s  m a n y  c o n v o l u ­

t io n s  a n d  w in d in g s ,  a n d  b e  a b le  t o  s a y  w h e r e  w a s  i t s  o r ig in  a n d  w h a t  

i t s  u l t i m a t e  m a y  b e .  H e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  h o w  a n d  w h y  i t  

a c t s  a s  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  d o  u p o n  w h a t  a r e  k n o w n  a s  m a t e r ia l  t h i n g s ,  a n d  w h a t  

i s  t h e  r e a l  c o n n e c t io n  b e t w e e u  f o r c e  a n d  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ;  w h y  t h e  a t o m s  

s h o w  a f f i n i t y  in  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s ,  w h ic h  n o w  h e  d o e s  n o t  k n o \y ,  a n d  b e  

a b le  t o  t r a c e  t h e n c e  t h e  w h o l e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  m in d .  T h e  a s t r o n o m e r  

w i l l  t h e n  b e  a b l e  t o  l o o k  b a c k  a n d  f o r w a r d  i n t o  i n f in i t e  t i m e  a n d  s e e  

a n y  g i v e n  s t a t e  o f  i h e  s k i e s ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  a id  o f  h i s  p r e s e n t  t e d i o u s  a n d  

n o t  a l w a y s  c e r t a i n  c a l c u l a t i o n s  ; h e  w i l l  t r a c e  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  s u n s  a n d  

s y s t e m s  o f  w o r l d s ,  g r e a t  a n d  s m a l l ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  a b le  t o  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  

b ir t h ,  l i f e ,  a n d  d e a t h  o f  a n  a t o m  f o l l o w s  t h e  s a m e  c o a r s e  a n d  d e s t i n y  

a s  t h a t  o f  t b e  g r e a t e s t  g l o b e  w h i c h  c i r c u l a t e s  in  t h e  l i m i t l e s s  h e a v ­

e n s .  T h e n  w i l l  t l . e  p h y s i c i a n  t r a c e  t h e  w h o l e  o r i g i n  a n d  c a u s e  o f  

d i s e a s e — n a y ,  h e  w i l l  s e e  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  l i f e ,  a n d  h o w  i t s  w a s t e  m a y  

b e  p r e v e n t e d  o r  r e p a ir e d  in  s u c h  a  m a n n e r  t h a t  a g e  w i l l  n o t  ir .e a n  

d e c a y  p e r h a p s  f o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  w h e r e  n o w  w e  o n l y  c o n n t  i n  y e a r s .  

J u s t i c e  w i l l  n o t  t h e n  h a v e  t o  r e s o r t  t o  h e r  p r e s e n t  t e d i o u s  a n d  o f t e n  

a b o r t iv e  m e t h o d s ,  a n d  it. w i l l  b e c o m e  a n  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  s h e  s h o u ld  

e v e r  c o n d e m n  t h e  in n o c e n t  a n d  l e t  t h e  g u i l t y  g o  free*

A l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  a n d  m a n y  m o r e ,  a r e  a w a i t i n g  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h o s e  

w h o  w i l l  s t u d y  t r u e  o c c u l t i s m ,  f o r  t o  t h e m  a l o n e  c a n  s u c h  pow er** b e  

g iv e n .  P n r s n e d  f o r  s e l f i s h  o b j e c t s ,  t h o s e  e f f o r t s  w i l l  n e a r l y  a l w a y s

* 3. D., I., 144 n. e., II., 531, n,e. “



f a i l ; f o r  t h e  v e r y  m o t i v e  w h ic h  p r o m p t s  s u c h  a  c o u r s e ,  e n g e n d e r s  t b e  

s e e d s  o f  i t s  o w n  d e f e a t ,  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  o n e  w h o  

w o n l d  d a r e  t o  p r o f a n e  t h e  t e m p l e  o f  n a t u r e  w i t h  a  q u e s t  s o  v a i n .  

W h e n  s c i e n c e ,  w h e t h e r  t b r o u g h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  d e p a r t m e n t  s h e  b u s  s o  

l o n g  f o l l o w e d ,  o r  b y  a id  o f  t h a t  p s y c h i c  b r a n c h  w h ic h  n o w  a h e  b e g i n s  

t o  e x p l o r e ,  s h a l l  h a v e  m a s t e r e d  t h e  r u d i m e n t s  o f  k n o w l e d g e  in  r e g a r d  

t o  t h e  o c c u l t  e t h e r ,*  t h e n  s h a l l  w e  s e e  n e w e r  la n d  m o r e  g l o r i o u s  

a c h i e v e m e n t s  ; f o r  t h e n ,  g r e a t - e s  h a v e  b e e n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  p u r e ly  p h y s i c a l  

p l a n e ,  t h e y  w i l l  p a l e  in t o  in s i g n i f i c a n c e  b e f o r e  t h o s e  w h i c h  a r e  t o  c o m e  

w h e n  s h e  r e a c h e s  t h e  m a s t e r y  o f  t h e  A s t r a l  L i g h t .

H .  M . V o l t k c .

LANKA, t

I
^ D W A R D  C L O D D  in  h i s  a d m ir a b le  s c i e n t i f i c  b o o k j  d e s c r ib e s  I n d i a  a s  

v  b e in g  a n  i s l a n d ,  in  t h e  T e r t i a r y  E p o c h ,  t h o u g h  h e  o m i t s  t o  m e n ­

t i o n  t h a t  I n d i a  a s  s u c h  w a s  k n o w n  t o  t h e  a n c i e n t s  a s  J u m b o d w i p a .  

F r o m  a n  i s l a n d  i t  h a s  t u r n e d  i t s e l f  i n t o  a  v a s t  p e n i n s u l a ,  a s  i t  i s  n o w ,  

w i t h  a  m o u n t a in  r a n g e  o n  t h e  N o r t h ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  in  t h e  w o r ld .  T h i a  

b e i n g  t h e  c a s e ,  i t  i s  n o t  t o  b e  w o n d e r e d  a t  t h a t  L a n k a  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  

s i m i l a r  g e o l o g i c a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  n s  a s  

s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  m a i n l a n d — a s  m u c h  t o  a s s u m e  a n  i n s u l a r  p o s i t i o n  a s  

t o  b e  p o r t r a y e d  in  t h e  im a g i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  B u d d h i s t  p o e t s  a s  “  a  p e a r l  

u p o n  t h e  b r o w  o f  I n d i a . *’§ I n  I n d i a  a n d  e l s e w h e r e  a  d i s t r i c t  a n d  i t s  

c h i e f  t o w n  o f t e n  g o  b y  t h e  s a m e  n a m e .  I  a m  b o r n e  o u t  in  m y  

s t a t e m e n t s  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  L a n k a  i s  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  a n d  t h e  

K in g d o m  o f  R a v a n .  T h a t  i t  i s  k n o w n  t o  u s  b y  t h e  m o d e r n is e d  n a m e  o f  

C e y lo n  l e a v e s  n o  m a n n e r  o f  d o u b t ; || t h e  m e r id ia n  o f  U j e i n — t h e  f i r s t  

m e r id ia n  o f  t h e  H i n d u s — p a s s i n g  o v e r  t h e  i s l a n d . * *  B y  p h y s i c a l  d i s t u r b ­

a n c e s  i t  m i g h t  h a v e  l o s t  i t s  f o r m e r  e x t e n t ,  b e i n g  p a r t l y  u n d e r  w a t e r . f t  

A c c o r d in g  t o  s o m e  t h e  L a n k a  o f  R a v a n  i s  n o w  w h o l l y  u n d e r  w a t e r .  B u t  

I  a m  h u m b ly  o f  o p in io n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  a c c u r a t e .  P e r h a p s  m y  c o l l e a g u e  

h a s  W i l f o r d  a n d  s o m e  o t h e r  l e a r n e d  a u t h o r i t i e s  o n  h i s  s i d e  w h e n  h e  

t a k e s  in  M a la c c a ,  B o r n e o ,  C e le b e s ,  in  s h o r t  t h e  w h o le  o f  P o l y n e s i a ,  

u n d e r  t h e  “  K i n g d o m  o f  R a v a n . ” A l l  t h e s e  m i g h t  b e  h i s  K i n g d o m —  

p o s s e s s i o n s — in  t h e  s e n s e ,  in  w h ic h  C a n a d a  a n d  A d e n ,  a m o n g  a  h o s t  o f

*  C f . S . D  , I . ,  3 1 6 , n T e .

t  I n  t h e  l a s t  S e p te m b e r  i s s u e  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h in t  M r .  T h o m a s  f i a n o n  c o u r t e d  a  
d i s c u s s io n  o f  h i s  v e r y  a b l e  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a p e r  o n  t h e  “  K in g d o m  o f  R a v a n ,"  s o  a s  
t o  e l u c id a t e  t h e  t r u t h  a t  t h i s  r e m o t e s t  p e r i o d .  T h i s  h u m b le  e f f o r t  is  m a d e  in  c o m ­
p l i a n c e  w i th  h is  W ind r e q u e s t .  N . C . B .

J  V id e  t h e  “  S to r y  o f  C r e a t io n ,”  p . 5 2 .

§ V id e  T e n n e n t s  C e y lo n ,”  p p .  4  a n d  7-

|| V id e  I b id . ,  p . 6 , a n d  H .  H . W i ls o n ’s  S a n s k r i t  E n g l i s h  D ic t io n a r y .

* *  T h a t  C e y lo n  w a s  t h e  L a n k a  o f  R a v a n  i s  c o n f i r m e d  b y  n o  le s s  a n  a u t h o r i t y  t h a n  
S t r a b o ,  w h o  g iv e s  i t  t h e  n a m e  o f  Tnprobnne o r  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  R a v a n a ,  Tapn o r  Z e . ira 
in  A r a b ic  I  t h i n k  m e a n in g  a n  i s l a n d .

f f  Vide tbe “ Mah&vansa ” and Tqrnqur’s Introduction to the  sante,



B r i t i s h  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  fo r m  t h e  K in g d o m  o f  Q u e e n  V i c t o r i a ,  o v e r  w h ic h  

l l ie  s u n  n e v e r  s e t s ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  l i e r  E n g l a n d  w h e r e  s h e  l iv o s .  B u t  t b e y  

a r e  n o t ,  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  a b o v e ,  h i s  L a n k a ,  w h e r e  h e  l i v e d  a n d  d ie d  a t  

t h e h a n d s  o f  R a m a .  T b e  c a p i t a l  o f  R a v a n  i s  d e s c r ib e d  i o  t h e  “  R a m & -  

y a n a  ”  a s  t h e  S e v a r n a p u r i  o r  R n t n a p u r i ,  w h i c h  m e a t i s  a  G o ld e n  C i t y .  

A n d  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  s a y i n g  c u r r e n t  i n  B e n g a l  t h a t  g o ld  i s  c h e a p  i n  

L a n k a . H o w  c a n  w e  t a l l y  I h e  a b o v e  t w o  e p i t h e t s  w i t h  f a c t s  V 

I t  i s  n ofc.d ifficu lfc  t o  d o  s o .  W h a t  d o e s  S  w a r n  a  o r  R a t n a  m e a n .  I t  

i s  a  g e n e r i c  t e r m  f o r  a l l  v a l u a b l e s  a n d  a  s p e c i f i c  o n e  f o r  g o l d .  P r e c i o u s  

m e t a ls  a n d  m i n e r a l s  a b o u n d  in  t h e  i s l a n d .41 U n d e r  s d c h  c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e s  i t  i s  n o t  a  m a t t e r  o f  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  g o l d  i s  s a id  t o  b e  c h e a p  

in  C e y lo n  a n d  i t s  c a p i t a l  i s  t o  b e  c n l l e d  t h e  r e s p l e n d e n t  c i t y ,  o r  c i t y  o f  

g o ld  o r  r u b i e s — S w a r n a  o r  R a fc n a p u r i ,  w h ic h  h a s  i t s  n a m e s a k e  in  t h e  

m o d e r n  t o w n  o f  R a t n a p u r a ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  S a f f r a g a t n ,  

w h e r e  r u b y  a n d  o t h e r  g e m s  a r e  f o u n d  i n  p r o f u s io n .  I  m i g h t  h a v e ,  b u t  

fo r  t b e  a b s e n c e  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  o o r r o b o r a t iv e  e v i d e n c e ,  a l i g h t e d  o n  i t  a s  t h e  

c a p i t a l  o f  R a v a n .  M y  f r i e n d  a s s i g n s  a  g e o g r a p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n  t o  i t  o f  

w h ic h  I e n t e r t a i n  g r a v e  d o u b t s .  T h e r e  i s ,  b e s id e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  B r o t h e r  

A n a g a r ik a  H .  D h a r m a p a l a ,  a  d i s c o v e r y  l a t e l y  m a d e  b y  M u d a l i a r  G u n c -  

s e k h e r a ,  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  JnanaJarmya, o f  t h e  A s o k a v a n a  o r  t h e  w o o d  o f  

A s o k a ,  t h e  s i t e  o f  S i t a ’s  c a p t i v i t y  in  C e y lo n .  I t  i s  a  C e y l o n e s e  M S .  H a d  

ifc b e e n  in  S a n s k r i t ,  t h e  w o r ld  w o n ld  h a v e  m o r e  r e a d i ly  a c c e p t e d  ifc a s  a  

g e n u i n e  d o c  a m e r it .  B e  t h a t  a s  ifc m a y ,  ifc i s  s o  f a r  p r e t t y  c e r t a i n  th a t ,  

i t  i n c l u d e s  B a d u l l a  w ifch in  i t s  b o u n d a r ie s .  B a d u l l a  i s  8 0  m i l e s  b y  c o a c h  

fr o m  N n w e r a - E l i a ,  w h ic h  h a s  R a i l w a y  c o m m u n ic a t io n  f r o m  C o lo m b o .  I t s  

p r e s e n t  n a m e  i s  U v a .  N o w h e r e e l . s e  in  a l l  C e y lo n  i s  m a n g o  a v a i l a b l e  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w h o le  y e a r .  T h e  r u i n s  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  f o r t  o f  R a v a n  

h a v e  a l f o  b e e n  f o u n d  f  M r . D h a r m a p a l a  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  r e t i c e n t  a s  t o  t h e  

v e g e t a b l e  a n d  m in e r a l  p r o d u c t io n s  o f  B a d u l l a  o r  U v a .  B u t  S i r  J a m e s  

T e n n e n t  h a s  n ot.. H e  h a s  f u r n i s h e d  u s  s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a  t o  f ix  t h e  A s o k a -  

v a n  o n  U v a .  F i r s t ,  i l a  n a m e  i s  d e r iv e d  f r o m  t h e  l u x u r i a n t  a n d  s u p e r ­

a b u n d a n t  g r o w t h  o t  Atoka, Jonesia, w h i c h  a l o n g  w i t h  r i c h  m e t a l s  a n d  

m in e r a l s ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  s a id  a b o v e ,  a b o u n d s .  S o  I  c a n n o t  b n t  s a y  t h a t  t h e  

c a p i t a l  o f  R a v a n  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  s o m e w h e r e  n e a r  U v a  o r  t h e  A s o k a -  

v a n  w h e n  S i t a  w a s  in c a r c e r a t e d .

T h e  l e a r n e d  c o n t r i b u t o r  w r o t e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t b e  r o u t e  t a k e n  b y  R a m a  

a n d  h i s  a r m y  to  L a n k a  w a s  t h r o u g h  A s s a m ,  B u r m a h  n n d  S i a m ,  a n d  

t h e n c e ,  h a v i n g  c r o s s e d  t h e  s h a l l o w  s e a s ,  t o  B o r n e o  a n d  S u m a t r a ,  w h i c h  

w e r e  t h e  r e a l  L a u k a .  C o n c e r n in g  t h i s  su b je c fc  I  e n q u ir e d  o f  P a n d i t  

H e m  U h u n d u r  V i d y a r a t n a ,  t h e  t r a n s l a t o r  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  E a m u y a n a  o f  

V a l m i k i  i n t o  B e n g a l i .  H e  i s  s t r o n g l y  o f  o p in io n  t h a t  n o t h i n g  i s  f u r t h e r  

f r o m  t h e  m a r k -  T h e  r o u t e  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n a r y  f o r c e s  o f  R a m a ,  s a y s  

h e , m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  B o m b a y  P r e s i d e n c y .  T h e r e  i s  a m p l e  

p r o o f  o f  t h i s  in  t h e  grea fc  e p i c  i t s e l f .

*  V id e  T e n n e n t ’8 ** C e y lo n ,M p p .  2 8 -4 0 .

f  Notes to 1 en from Mr. Dharmapala.



T h e  p e o p le  o f  L a n k a  in  d a y s  o f  y o r e  w e r e  k n o w n  t o o  a s  Rakshas* o r  

c a n n ib a l s  l i k e  t h e  a b o r i g i n e s  o f  t h i s  v a s t  p e n i n s u l a  a n d  t h o s e  s t i l l  

i n h a b i t i n g  M a la y a  a n d  o t h e r  i s l a n d s  o f  P o l y n e s i a .  S o m e h o w  o r  o t h e r  

t h i s  s t u r d y  r a c e  w a s  e x p e l l e d  t o  m o r e  a g r e e a b l e  c l i m e s ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  t r a c e s  

o f  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e ,  o f  w h i c h  t b e  p r e s e n t  S i n h a l e s e  l a n g u a g e  w a s  f o r m e d ,  

p r e s e n t i n g ,  a s  i t s  d o e s ,  “  u n e q u iv o c a l  p r o o f s  o f  a n  a f f in i t y  w i t h  t h e  g r o u p  

o f  l a n g u a g e s  s t i l l  in  u s e  in  t h e  D e c c a n ,  T a m i l ,  T e l u g u  a n d . M a l a y a ­

l a m , f  » .e„  , w h e r e  j th e re  a r e  s t i l l  t h e  r e m n a n t s  o f  t h e  p a r e n t  

s t o c k .  T h e  p r e s e n t  a p o l o g e t i c  s t o c k  o f  t h e  C e y lo n e s e ,  o f  m e a g r e ,  s l i m ,  

s p r u c e  m a k e ,  c o m e s  o f  t h e  B e n g a l i  C o l o n i s t s  h e a d e d  b y  W i j a y o  ( B i j a y a  

S i n h a )  w h o  c o n q u e r e d  t h e  i s l a n d  in  B .C .  5 4 3 ,  a u d  in  B .C .  3 0 7  

in t r o d u c e d  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  B u d d h a  in  i t .J  A f t e r  h i m  i t  h a s  b e e n  n a m e d  

S i n h a l ,  f r o m  w h ic h  i t  h a s  b e e n  c o r r u p t e d  a n d  a n g l i c i s e d  i u t o  C e y l o n .  

I n  m o s t  o f  t h e  I n d ia n  v e r n a c u la r s  t h e  n a m e  S i n h a l  o r  L a n k a ,  a n d  n o t  

C e y lo n ,  i s  in  u s e .

N a k i : r  C h a x p r a  B i s v a s . 

STUDY ON THE RELATION OF MAN TO GOD.

T
H E  f o l l o w i n g  s t u d y  o n  t h e  t h e o s o p h i c a l  c o n c e p t io n  o f  G o d ,  t h e  

T r i n i t y  a n d  M a n ’s  r e l a t io n  t o  G o d  c a n n o t  in  a n y  w a y  p r e t e n d  t o ,  

b e  o r i g i n a l .  I t  i s  m e a n t  t o  b e  a  r e s n m £  o f  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  t e a c h i n g s  o n  

t h e s e  e v e r  j e c u r i i n g  p r o b le m s ,  c o m p i l e d  f r o m  o u r  b e s t  t h e o s o p h i c a l  

w r i t e r s ,  a n d  a s  s u c h  i t  s h o u l d  p o s s e s s  a  c e r t a i n  v a l u e  a n d  i n t e r e s t .  

N o t h i n g  b u t  a  m e r e  o u t l i n e  i s  h e r e  a t t e m p t e d ,  w h i c h ,  i f  s u c c e s s f u l ,  

s h o u l d  r e n d e r  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  s t u d y  o f  d e t a i l s  a l l  t h e  m o r e  e a s y  

a n d  i n s t r u c t i v e .

T h e  C o n c e p t i o n  o p  G o d .

“  F i r s t  l e t  u s  t a k e  n p  t h e  p r o b le m  o f  p r o b le m s ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  e x i s t ­

e n c e  o f  G o d  a n d  t h e  c o n c e p t io n s  o f  d i v i n i t y  f o r m u la t e d  b y  m a n .  T h e r e  

i s  o n e  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r in c ip l e  t h a t  m u s t  b e  r e c o g n i s e d  in  a p p r o a c h in g  t h i s  

p r o b l e m — t h e  u n i t y  o f  e x i s t e n c e .  I f  G o d  a n d  m a n  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  

b a s i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  a  m i g h t y  u n s p a n n e d  g u l f  s t r e t c h i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e m , , 

t h e n  t h e  p r o b le m  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  o f  m a n 's  r e l a t i o n  t h e r e t o  

s e e m s  t o  f r o w n  u p o n  u s  a s  d e f y i n g  s o lu t io n .  B u t  i f  G o d  a n d  m a n  b e  

s e e n  a s  o f  o n e  e s s e n c e ,  h u m a n i t y  a s  a n  o f f s h o o t ,  o f  t h e  O n e  T r e e  o f  

L if e ,  a n d  a s  o n e  o f  m y r ia d  o f f s h o o t s ,  s u b h u m a n  a n d  s u p e r h u m a n — o n e  

r a d i a n t  a r c h  o f  b e i n g s ,  e a c h  i n s t i n c t  w i t h  d i v i n e  l i f e — t h e n  t h e  q u e s t io n  

a s  i t  a f f e c t s  m a n  a p p e a r s  b y  n o  m e a n s  a  h o p e l e s s  o n e .

T h e  W e s t ,  t e n d i n g  t o  t h e  f o r m e r  c o n c e p t io n — t h a t  o f  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  

d i f f e r e n c e  o f  n a t u r e  b e t w e e n  t b e  C r e a t o r  a n d  t h e  c r e a t e d — h a s  6w u n g  

b e t w e e n  t h e  u n a c c e p t a b le  e x t r e m e s  o f  c r u d e ,  a n t h r o p o m o r p h i c  M o n o t h e ­

i s m  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i c  A g n o s t i c i s m .  T h e  E a s t ,  f o u n d i n g  i t s  r e l i g io n  o n

* ru Z a  T e n n e n t ’s ‘‘ C ey lon ,**  p . 3 2 8 . 
f  V id e  D o . d o .  p .  3 2 8 .
t  V id e  D o . d o .  p .  8 3 5 .



th e  s e c o n d  c o n c e p t io n ,  t h a t  o f  u n i t y ,  h a s  c o n t e n t e d l y  a c c e p t e d  a  

r e l ig io n s  P a n t h e i s m  a s  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  a s  e m o t i o n a l l y  

s a t is f y in g .  P a n t h e i s m  in  H ie  W e s t  h a s  h i t h e r t o  b e e n  a n  e x o t i c  a n d  h a s  

a p p e a le d  s t r o n g l y  o n ly  t o  t h e  h i g h l y  i n t e l l e c t u a l ;  i t s  G o d  h a s  r e m a in e d  

a c o ld  a b s t r a c t io n ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  s u b l i m e ,  b u t  e m o t i o n a l l y  c h i l l .  I n  t b e  

East t h e  4 O n e  E x i s t e n c e /  m e e t i n g  a l l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  b y  t h e  

a ff irm a tio n  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  t h a t  E x i s t e n c e — G o d  i s  e v e r y t h i n g  

aud e v e r y t h i n g  i s  G o d — y e t  p a s s e d  n a t u r a l l y  i n t o  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  

of e n d le s s  g r a d a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g s  e x p r e s s i n g  v e r y  v a r io u s  m e a s u r e s  o f  t h e  

D iv in e  L i f e ,  s o m e  s o  l o f t y  in  t h e i r  n a t u r e ,  s o  v a s t  in  t h e i r  p o w e r ,  s o  f a r  

r e a c h in g  in  t h e  r a n g e  o f  t h e i r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  t h a t  t h e y  i n c l u d e  e v e r y  

e le m e n t  t h a t  C h r i s t ia n  M o n o t h e i s m  h a s  f o u n d  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  s a t i s ­

fa c tio n  a l i k e  o f  t h e  i n t e l l e c t  a n d  o f  t h e  h e a r t .  T h e  E a s t e r n  P a n t h e i s m  

r e c o g n is e s  t h a t  t b e  D i v i n e  L i f e  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  i n  m o d e s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  

w h ich  b r i d g e  o v e r  t h e  g u l f  b e t w e e n  m a n  a n d  G o d  m a n i f e s t i n g  a s  G o d .  

I t  a c k n o w le d g e s  m i g h t y  I n t e l l i g e n c e s  w h o  r u l e  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  a n d  v i s i b l e  

w o r ld s , t b e  p r e s i d i n g  G o d s  w h o  g u i d e  t h e  o r d e r  o f  n a t u r e  a n d  w a t c h  

over t h e  d e s t i n i e s  o f  m e n ,  t h e  A g e n t s  o f  t h e  s u p r e m e  w i l l  in  e v e r y  

d e p a r tm e n t  o f  l i f e ,  t h e  f i t t i n g  o b j e c t s  o f  r e v e r e n c e  a n d  w o r s h i p .  J u s t  

in p r o p o r t io n  a s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e s e  G r e a t  B e i n g s  i s  r e c o g n i s e d  a n d  

en te r s  p r a c t i c a l l y  i n t o  h u m a n  l i f e — w h a t e v e r  m a y  b e  t h e  n a m e  

g iv e n  t o  t h e m — i s  r e l i g i o n  s t r o n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  a t t a c k s  o f  A g n o s t i c i s m  

and u n b e l i e f .  F o r  t h e s e  r a n k s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  B e i n g s ,  r i s i n g  i n  a s c e n d *  

in g  h i e r a r c h i e s  t i l l  t h e y  c u l m i n a t e  in  t h e  s u p r e m e  G o d  o f  t h e  

s y s te m  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  b e l o n g ,  g i v e  t o  m e n  i n t e l l i g i b l e  i d e a l s  o f  D i v i n i t y ,  

w h ic h  r i s e  a s  t h e y  r i s e ,  e x p a n d  w i t h  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e i r  c o n s c io u s *  

n ess  a n d  m e e t  a t  e v e r y  s t a g e  o f  e v o l u t i o n  t h e  c r a v i n g  o f  t h e  h u m a n  

h e a r t f o r  s o m e  s u p e r io r  b e i n g  f a r  a b o v e  i t s e l f ,  w h o m  i t  c a n  lo v e ,  t r u s t ,  

r e v e r e n c e , w o r s h i p ,  a p p e a l ,  t o  f o r  a id  w h e n  h u m a n  h e l p  i s  f a r .  A s  

m en r i s e  o u  t h e  la d d e r  o f  e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e i r  i d e a l  o f  G o d  e n l a r g e s ,  

d e e p e n s , e x p a n d s ; a t  e a c h  p o in t  o f  t b e i r  g r o w t h  t h e i r  i d e a l  s h i n e s  

a l lu r in g ly  a b o v e  t h e m ,  n a r r o w  e n o u g h  a t  t h e  l o w e s t  p o i n t  t o  m e e t  t h e  

n e e d s  o f  t h e  m o s t  l i m i t e d  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  v a s t  e n o u g h  a t  a  h i g h e r  t o  t a s k  

th e  i n t e l l e c t  o f  t h e  p r o f o u n d e s t  t h i n k e r . ”

T h a t  “ O n e  U n i v e r s a l  E x i s t e n c e  ”  w h ic h  i s  s p o k e n  o f  in  t h e  a b o v e  

a b s t r a c t s  f t o r a  M r s .  B e s a n t ’s  “ P r o b l e m s  o f  R e l i g i o n  ”  (Theosophical 
Review, V o l .  ,2 2 ,  p p .  5 3 0 * 5 3 4 )  a s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  a l l  m a n i f e s t a t io n  a n d  o f  a l l  

b e in g s  i s  v a r i o u s l y  k n o w n  in  t h e o s o p h i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e s  

of P a r a b r a h m a n ,”  T h a t ,  A b s o l u t e n e s s ,  t h e  C a u s e l e s s  C a u s e ,  t h e  

R o o t le s s  R o o t ,  T h e  O n e  R e a l i t y ,  t h e  “  O n e  w i t h o u t  a  s e c o n d ,”  a n d  i s  

s y m b o l iz e d  in  t h e  a r c h a io  m a n u s c r ip t ,  o n  w h ic h  M m e .  B l a v a t s k y  b a s e d  

h e r  “  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e , ”  b y  a  w h i t e  d i s k  w i t h i n  a  d u l l  b a c k T g r o u n d

0  ( “ S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e , ”  V o l .  I ,  p . 3 1 ) .

“  Parabrahman i s  a n  o m n ip r e s e n t ,  e t e r n a l ,  b o u n d le s s  a n d  im m n *  

ta b le  P r i n c i p l e ,  o n  w h ic h  a l l  s p e c u l a t i o n  i s  i m p o s s ib l e ,  s in c e  i t  t r a n s c e n d s  

th e  p o w e r  o f  h u m a n  c o n c e p t io n  a n d  c a n  o n l y  b e  d w a r f e d  b y  a n y  h u m a n  

e x p r e s s io n  o r  s i m i l i t u d e .  I t  i s  b e y o n d  t b e  r a n g e  a n d  r e a c h  o f  t h o u g h t  j



in  t h e  w o rd s  o f t h e  M a n d u k y a ,  * u n t h i n k a b l e  a n d  u n s p e a k a b le . '  T h i s  

i u f i n i t e  a n d  e t e r n a l  C a u s e  d i m l y  f o r m u la t e d  i n  t h e  * U n c o n s c i o u s ' a n d  

‘ U n k n o w a b l e ’ o f  c u r r e n t  E u r o p e a n  p h i l o s o p h y — i s  t h e  ‘ R o o t l e s s  

R o o t  o f  a l l  t h a t  w a s ,  is ,  o r  e v e r  s h a l l  b e . ’#

“  I t  i s  t h e  R o o t  o f  a l l  i t s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  i n s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  i t ,  a l t h o u g h  

i t  b e  g r e a t e r  t h a u  i t s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  A s  s a id  in  t h o  B h a g a v & d  G it a ,  a l l  

B e i n g s  a r e  r o o t e d  in  G o d ,  t h o u g h  G o d  b e  r o o t e d  in  n o n e .  T h a t  p r i m a r y  

c o n c e p t io n  ( i f  t h e  w o r d  c o n c e p t io n  m a y  b e  u s e d  in  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  i l l i m ­

i t a b l e )  i s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  o u r  t h o u g h t ; a l t h o u g h  b e y o n d  t h o u g h t ,  i t  i s  

t h e  r o o t  o f  o u r  t h i n k i n g  ; a l t h o u g h  b e y o n d  o u r  k n o w i n g ,  i f  * T h a t  w e r e  

n o t ,  k n o w l e d g e  c o u ld  n o t  b e . '  B u t  a s  t h e  manifested God t o  u s  t h e  O n e ,  

‘ a p p e a r s  a s  three.' A  T r i n i t y  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  d e c la r e d  a s  t h e  M a n i f e s t ­

e d  G o d ,  n o t  t h e  U n m a n i f e s t  a n d  t h e  U n k n o w a b le ,  b e y o n d  a l l  g r a s p  

o f  h u m a n  t h o u g h t ,  b u t  G o d  a s  m a n i f e s t  t o  a  u n i v e r s e ,  G o d  a s  t h e  

l i f e  o f  H i s  w o r ld s ,  G o d  a s  t h e  s e l f  i n  t b e  h u m a n  s p i r i t ,  G o d  a s  t h e  

u p h o ld e r ,  t h e  s u s t a i n e r ,  t h e  s o u r c e  a n d  t h e  e n d  o f  B e i n g — a s  a  T r i n i t y ,  

G o d  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  m a n i f e s t e d  a n d  o n l y  t h r o n g h  t h a t  T r i n i t y  i s  k n o w n .” t

T he T rinity :

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s  a l i k e  h a v e  t a u g h t  

t h i s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  G o d  a s  a  T r i n i t y ,  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  g i v e n  t o  e a c h  o f  

t h e  t h r e e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  b e in g  t h e  s a m e  i n  a l l  R e l i g i o n s ,  a n d  

i n  t h i s  u n i v e r s a l i t y  w e  h a v e ,  a s  p o in t e d  o u t  b y  M r s .  B e s a n t ,  a  t e s t  o f  

s p i r i t u a l  t r u t h s .

“  T h e r e  ia  a n  a n c i e n t  m a x im ,  ( t b a t  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  b e l i e v e d  a l w a y s  

i n  e v e r y  p l a c e  a n d  b y  e v e r y b o d y ,  t h a t  i s  c a t h o l i c  ’— n o t  c a t h o l i c  in  t h e  

n a r r o w e r  s e n s e  o f  t h e  t e r m ,  b n t  i n  i t s  w i d e  a n d  r i g h t f u l  s e n s e  o f  u n i ­

v e r s a l ,  a n d  t h i s  u n i v e r s a l  n a t u r e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  t r u t h  i s ,  w e  m a y  s a y ,  o n e  

o f  t h e  m a r k s  o f  i t s  p r e s e n c e .  A n y t h i n g  w h ic h  i s  u n iq u e ,  a n y t h i n g  

w h ic h  i s  e c c e n t r i c ,  a n y t h i n g  w h ic h  c a n n o t  s h o w  a  p a s t ,  a n d  a  w i d e ­

s p r e a d  p a s t ,  i s  f a r  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  s o m e  p e c u l i a r i t y  d e v e l o p e d  b y  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  t y p e ,  d e v e l o p e d  b y  a  p a r t i c u l a r  k i n d  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  d e v e lo p e d  

b y  s o m e  h a b i t  o f  t h o u g h t ,  t h a n  t o  b e  t r u l y  p a r t  o f  t b e  U n i v e r s a l  

W i s d o m  R e l i g i o n .

I n  Hinduism w e  h a v e  t h e  T r i n i t y  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e s  o f  S a t ,  C h i t ,  

A n a n d a ,  o r  B t t t h m a ,  V i s h n u  a n d  £ > iv a ; B r a h m a  t h e  C r e a t o r  W h o  b r o u g h t  

t h e  w o r ld s  i n t o  m a n i f e s t e d  e x i s t e n c e ; V i s h n u ,  t h e  p r e s e r v e r  o f  a l l  t h a t  i s ,  

S i v a ,  t h e  d e s t r o y e r  a n d  a l s o  t h e  r e g e n e r a t o r .  I n  Zoroastrianism w e  h a v e  

A h u r a m a z d a ,  t h e  G r e a t  o n e ,  t b e  o n e  m a n i f e s t e d  G o d ,  t h e  f i r s t ; t h e n  t h e  

T w i n s ,  S p e n t o - M a i n y u s h  a n d  A n g r o - M a i n y u s h ,  a s  t h e  s e c o n d  a s p e c t  i s  

c a l l e d ,  L i f e  a n d  F o r m ,  S p i r i t  a n d  M a t t e r ,  t h e  t w o  g r e a t  o p p o s i t e s  i n  t h e  

w o r ld ,  a n d  t h e  t h i r d ,  A r m a i t i ,  U n i v e r s a l  W i s d o m .  I n  Egypt w e  a g a i n  

f in d  t h e  T r i n i t y  : R a ,  t h e  S u p r e m e  G o d ,  t h e n  O s i r i s ,  d o u b le  a g a i n  i n  

h i s  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  j o i n e d  w i t h  I s i s ,  a n d  t h e n  H o r n s ,  t h e  G o d  o f  W i s d o m .

* “ Secret Doctrine,'* Vol. I., p. 42.
t  “ Esoteric C hristian ity”  j “ The Trinity,”  by Mre* B e sa n t, p* 5«
J  “ Esoteric C hristianity,”  p. 2 .



I n  Buddhism w e  h a v e  A m it a b h a ,  t h e  f i r s t ,  t h e  b o a n d l e s s  L i g h t ,  t h e n  t h e  

o n e  w h o  U  e v e r  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  i n c a r n a t i o n s ,  H e  w h o  “  l o o k s  d o w n  f r o m  

o n  h i g h ,  A v a l o k i t e s v a r a ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  M in d  o r  W i s d o m ,  

M a n d j u s r i ,  t h e  C r e a t o r .  I n  t h e  i n n e r  w r i t i n g s  o f  t h e  Jews w e  r e a d  o f  

t h e  T r i n i t y ,  h o w  t h e r e  w a s  f i r s t  t h e  A n c i e n t ,  “  t h e  A n c i e n t  o f  d a y s , ”  

r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  t h e  c r o w n  ; t h e n  f r o m  t h a t  t h e  V o i c e ,  f r o m  t h a t  

W i s d o m .  I n  Christianity w e  s e e  o n c e  m o r e  t h e  p r o c la m a t i o n  in  t h e  o u t e r  

f a i t h  o f  t h e  T r in i ty *  T h e  F i r s t ,  t b e  S u p r e m e  F a t h e r ,  t h e  s o u r c e  a n d  t b e  

e n d  o f  l i f e ; t h e n  f r o m  H i m  t h e  S o n ,  d u a l  i n  H i s  n a t u r e ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  

H o l y  S p i r i t ,  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  W i s d o m .*  I n  t h e  44 S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e ”  M m e .  

B l a v a t s k y  n p e a k s  o f  t b e  T r i n i t y  a s ,  t h e  f i r s t  L o g o s ,  t h e  I m p e r s o n a l  o r  

U n m a n i f e s t e d ,  t h e  f i r s t  c a u s e ; t b e n  t h e  s e c o n d  L o g o s ,  S p ir i t * M a t t e r ,  

P o r u s h a a n d  P r a k r i t i  a n d  f in a l ly ,  t h e  t h i r d  L o g o s ,  C o s m ic  I d e a t io n ,  M a h a t  

o r  I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  W o r l d - S o u l ,  t h e  C o s m ic  N o u m e n o n  o f  

m a t t e r ,  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t  o p e r a t io n s  in  a n d  o f  n a t n r e . f

“  T h e  1 F i r s t  L o g o s /  w h ic h  s t a n d s  n e x t  t o  t h e  A b s o l u t e ,  e m a n a t e s  

t h e  * S e c o n d , ’ o r  D u a l  L o g o s ,  f r o m  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  c o m e s  t h e  ‘ T h ir d . '  

F r o m  t h a t  T h i r d  L o g o s  c o m e  f o r t h  t h e  S e v e n  G r e a t  L o g o i ,  c a l l e d  s o m e -  

t i m e s  t h e  * S e v e n  S p i r i t s  b e f o r e  t h e  t h r o n e  o f  G o d ’ ; a n d  a s  t h e  D i v i n e  

o n t b r e a t h i n g  p o u r s  i t s e l f  e v e r  f u r t h e r  o u t w a r d  a n d  d o w n w a r d ,  f r o m  

e a c h  o f  t h e s e  w e  h a v e  u p o n  t h e  n e x t  p l a n e  s e v e n  L o g o i  a l s o ,  t o g e t h e r  

m a k i n g  u p o n  t b a t  p l a n e  4 9 . ”

“  I t  ? r il l  b e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  m a n y  

s t a g e s  o n  t h e  g r e a t  d o w n w a r d  s w e e p  t o w a r d s  m a t t e r ; y e t ,  o m i t t i n g  t h e  

d e t a i l  o f  i n t e r m e d i a t e  h i e r a r c h i e s ,  i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  49 
b e l o n g  m i l l i o n s  o f  s o l a r  s y s t e m s ,  e a c h  e n e r g i s e d  a n d  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  i t s  

o w n  s o l a r  L o g o s .  T h o u g h ,  a t  l e v e l s  s o  e x a l t e d  a s  t h e s e ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  

g l o r y  a n d  p o w e r  c a n  m e a n  b u t  l i t t l e  t o  u s ,  w e  m a y  y e t  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t  

r e a l i z e  h o w  v a s t  i s  t h e  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t h r e e  G r e a t  L o g o i  a n d  t h e  

L o g o s  o f  a  s i n g l e  s y s t e m ,  a n d  s o  a v o id  a  m i s t a k e  i n t o  w h ic h  c a r e l e s s  

s t u d e n t s  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  f a l l i n g . ” ^

“  L o o k i n g  f r o m  b e lo w ,  w e  s e e  t h e  w o r ld s  a r o u n d  u s  a t  v a r io u s  s t a g e s  

o f  e v o l u t i o n  a n d  g r o u p e d  in  a n  a s c e n d i n g  o r d e r .  O u r  o w n  p l a n e t  

i s  p a r t  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  p l a n e t s ,  h a v i n g  t h e i r  c o m m o n  c e n t r e  i n  t h e  S u n ; 

o u r  S o l a r  S y s t e m  i s  p a r t  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  s y s t e m s ,  h a v i n g  t h e i r  c o m m o n  

c e n t r e  in  a  d i s t a n t  s t a r ; p r o b a b ly  t h a t  g r o u p  o f  s y s t e m s ,  a g a i n ,  h a s  a  

c o m m o n  c e n t r e  w i t h  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  g r o u p s  o f  s y s t e m s  a n d  s o  o n  a n d  o n .  

T b n s  t h e  U u i v e r s e  i s  s e e n  a s  m a d e  u p  o f  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  e a c h  s u c c e s s i v e  

u n i t  f o r m i n g  a  s e c t i o n  in  a  w i d e r  d e p a r t m e n t — g r a d e d  h i e r a r c h i e s  o f  

f o r m s .  T h e  a n a l o g y  o f  n a t u r e  t h u s  l e a d s  u s  t o  l o o k  f o r  s i m i l a r l y  g r a d e d  

h i e r a r c h i e s  o f  l i v i n g  i n t e l l i g e n c e s  g u i d i n g  t h e  f o r m s ,  a n d  w e  a r e  

t h u s  b r o u g h t  f a c e  t o  f a c e  w i t h  t h e  G o d s .  O c c u l t i s m  t e a c h e s  t h a t  

o v e r  e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  n a t u r e  t h e r e  p r e s i d e s  a  s p i r i t u a l  I n t e l l i ­

g e n c e  ; t o  p u t  t h e  m a t t e r  i n  a  m o r e  c o n o r e t e  f o r m ,  o v e r  o u r

* Comparo “  Esoteric C hristianity ,” “ The T r i n i t y p p .  6 and 7, by Mrs. Besant*
t  “ Secret Doctrine,”  Vol. I., p. 44.
* "  The Christian Creed,”  by C. W. Lcadbeater, p. 27.



s o l a r  s y s t e m  p r e s id e s  a  m i g h t y  B e i n g ,  t h e  L o g o s ,  t h e  m a n i f e s t e d  

G o d  o f  t h a t  s y s t e m .  H e  w o u ld  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  F a t h e r  b y  t h e  .C h r i s t i a n ,  

l ' s v a r a  b y  t h e  H i n d u ,  A l l a h  b y  t h e  M a b o m e d a r ..  H i s  c o n s c i o u s ­

n e s s  i s  a c t i v e  a t  e v e r y  p o i n t  o f  H i s  K o s m o s ,  H i s  l i f e  s a s t a i n s  i t ,  H i s  

p o w e r  g u i d e s  i t ; e v e r y w h e r e  w i t h i n  i t  H e  i s  p r e s e n t ,  s t r o n g  t o  h e l p ,  

m i g h t y  t o  s a v e .  D i m l y  w e  k n o w  t h a t  b e y o n d  H i m  t h e r e  a r e  y e t  

g r e a t e r  o n e s ,  b u t  f o r  u s  i t  i s  e a s i e r  t o  c o n c e i v e  o f  t h e  p o w e r  t b a t  m a i n ­

t a i n s  o u r  s y s t e m ,  t o  w h o m  w e  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  r e l a t e d ,  t h a n  o f  t h e  v a s t e r  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  m y r ia d s  o f  s y s t e m s  w i t h i n  H i s  r e a l m .  

E a c h  L o g o s  i s  t o  H i s  o w n  u n i v e r s e  t h e  c e n t r a l  o b j e c t  o f  a d o r a t io n  a n d  

H i s  r a d ia n t  M i n i s t e r s  a r e  r i g h t l y  w o r s h i p p e d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  c a n n o t  r i s e  

t o  t h e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  t h i s  c e n t r a l  D e i t y . ” *

P A R A B R A H M .

6t h  K o s m ic  P l a n e .

7 th  K o s m ic  P l a n e  ( K o s m ic  P r a k r i t i c )  

w h ic h  s h o u ld  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  o f  t h e  

s a m e  s iz e  a s  t h e  o t h e r  p la n e s .  T h e  7  

s u b - p la u e s  o f  th i s  lo w e s t  K o s m ic  P l a n e  a r e  

t h e  7  g r e a t  P l a n e s  o f  o u r  S o la r  S y s t e m ,  

e a c h  o f  t h e s e  h a v i n g  a g a i n  7  s u b - p la n e s ,

C h r i s t w n i . 1 H in d u is m .  > V e d a n t a .
ty.
F a t h e r ,  B ra h m n , [S a t,

S o u , j V is h n u , jC h i t ,

l l o l y  G h o s tJ iS 'iv a . L \u a u d a .

5 th  K o s m ic  P l a n e .
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3 r d  K o s m ic  P l a n e .

4 t h  K o s m ic  P l a n e .

S o ltn  S y s t e m s .

L o g o s  o f  o u r  o w n  s o l a r  
s y s t e m  o u r  g o a l .

7  P l a n e t a r y  c h a in s  o f  o u r  
s o l a r  s y s t e m .

7  P l a n e t s  j o f  o u r  E a r t h  
c h a in .

7 K o o t- r a c e s .  

7 S u b * ra c u s .

S e c r e t  D o c t r in e .

1 s t  L o g o s ,  T h e  U n m a n i f e s t ,  

2 n d  L o g o s ,  S p i r i t - M a t t c r ,

A s p e c t s .

E x i s t ­
e n c e .

B lis s .

3 r d  L o g o s , C r e a t iv e  W is d o m  I n  te l l  i-
1 g e n c e .

1 s t
K o s m ic

P l a n e .

2 n d  K o s m ic  P l a n e .

*  "  P r o b le m s  o f  R e l ig io n ,”  b y  M rs . B e s a n t ,  p .  5 3 3 , V o l. 2 2 , T h e o s o p h ic a l  R e v ie w .



L o g o s  o p  o u r  S o l a r  S y s t e m .

H a v i n g  n o w  g a i n e d  s o m e  id e a ,  h o w e v e r  s u p e r f i c ia l ,  o f  t h e  p la c e  

w h ic h  t h e  L o g o s  o r  G o d  o f  o a r  s o l a r  s y s t e m  o c c u p ie s  i n  t h e  w h o le  

K o s m o s ,  a n d  o f  t h e  v a s t  h o s t s  o f  D i v i n e  h i e r a r c h ie s  t h a t  s t r e t c h  a b o v e  

H im  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s e v e n  G r e a t  K o s m i c  p l a n e s  o f  m a t t e r ,  w e  n a r r o w  

d o w n  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  our own Solar System. T h e  

L o g o s  o f  o n r  S o l a r  S y s t e m ,  w e  a r e  t o ld ,  e s t a b l i s h e s  H i s  r e a l m  o n  t h e  

l o w e s t  o f  t h e  s e v e n  G r e a t  K o s m i c  p la n e s ,  s o m e t i m e s  c a l l e d  t h e  “  K o s m ic -  

p r a k r i t i c .” *  W e  m a y  t h i n k  o f  H i m  a s  a n  E t e r n a l  C e n t r e  o f  S e l f *  

c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  a b le  t o  m e r g e  in  S u p e r - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a n d  t o  a g a i n  l i m i t  

H i m s e l f  t o  S e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w h e n  a n e w  u n i v e r s e  i s  t o  b e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  

e x i s t e n c e .  T s v a r a  e n v e l o p e d  in  Mdyd, b r in g s  f o r t h  a  u n i v e r s e  a n d  i s  

e n c lo s e d ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e  o f  w h i c h  H e  i s  t h e  l i g h t .  B r e a k i n g  

t h e  s h a d e ,  t h e  l i g h t  s h i n e s  f o r t h  in  e v e r y  d i r e c t io n .  D i s s o l v i n g  t h e  

u n iv e r s e ,  H e  s t i l l  r e m a in s .  T h e  c e n t r e  r e m a in s ,  b a t  t h e  c i r c u m f e r e n c e  

t h a t  c i r c u m s c r ib e d  i t  i s  g o n e .  T h e  Mdyd i n  w h i c h  H e  a r i s e s  d u r i n g  

m a n i f e s t a t io n ,  i s  H i s  o w n  r e v i v i f i e d  m e m o r y ,  w h ic h  c a n  n e v e r  b e  s e p a r a t e d  

fr o m  H i m s e l f .  W h e n  a  u n iv e r s e ' c o m e s  t o  i t s  e n d in p r , p la n e  a f t e r  p la n e  

is  d i s s o lv e d ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  l o w e s t  w h ic h  m e r g e s  in  t h e  o n e  a b o v e  i t ; 

t h a t  in  i t s  t n r n  m e r g i n g  i n t o  t h e  o n e  n e x t  a b o v e  a n d  s o  o n  u n t i l  t h e  

w h o le  m a n i f e s t e d  u n iv e r s e  h a s  d i s a p p e a r e d .  A l l  f o r m s  a n d  v ib r a t i o n s  

d is a p p e a r ,  b u t  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h a t  e n s o u le d  t h e s e  f o r m s  d o e s  n o t  

v a n is h .  M o d i f i c a t io n s  in  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  c a p a b l e  o f  g i v i n g  r i s e  t o  s i m i l a r  

v ib r a t io n s  r e m a in ,  u n t i l  f i n a l l y ,  w h e n  l ' s v a r a — w h o s e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  w n s  

t h e  o n e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  in  t h e  u n iv e r s e ,  w h o s e  l i f e  w a s  t h e  o n e  l i f e ,  w h o  

s u p p o r te d  e v e r y  f o r m ,  w h o  m a d e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e v e r y  s e p a r a t e d  e x i s t ­

e n c e — g a t h e r s  u p  H i s  u n i v e r s e  i n t o  H i m s e l f  e r e  H e  m e r g e s  in  t h o  O n e ,  

e v e r y t h i n g  h a s  v a n i s h e d  t h a t  w e  k n o w  a s  f o r m ,  b u t  p o w e r s  o f  v i b r a t i n g  

in  p a r t i c u l a r  f a s h i o n s  r e m a in  in  t h e s e  s u b t l e  m o d i f i c a t io n s ,  p r e s e r v e d  in  

t h a t  u n c h a n g e a b l e  C e n t r e  in  t h e  m i g h t i n e s s  o f  t h e  O n e  L i f e .  W h e n  

l ' s v a r a  a g a i n  l i m i t s  H i m s e l f  t o  S e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  t n r n i n g  H i s  a t t e n t i o n  

to  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t b a t  S e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  i t s  p o w e r s  s t a r t  in t o  a c t i v i t y ,  

a n d  t h a t  i s  MdydJ

F i r s t  L o g o s ,

F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  l ' s v a r a  u n f o l d s  a s  a  T r i n i t y ,  a s  w e  

h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e u , t h e  1s t ,  2 n d  a n d  3 r d  L o g o s .  T h e  first L o g o s  i s  

s y m b o l iz e d  b y  a  p o i n t  in  t h e  i m m a c u l a t e  d i s k  w h ic h  s t a n d s  f o r  

P a r a b r a h m a n ,  O  “  t h e  p o i n t  d e n o t i n g  t h e  d a w n  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n .  

I t  i s  t h e  p o i n t  in  t h e  M u n d a n e  E g g ,  t h e  g e r m  w i t h i n  i t  w h ic h  w i l l  b e c o m e  

t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  t h e  a l l ,  t h e  b o n n d le s s  p e r io d ic a l  K o s m o s ,  a  g e r m  w h ic h  i s  

l a t e n t  a n d  a c t i v e ,  p e r i o d i c a l l y  a u d  b y  tu r n s .;} :”

#  C o m p a r e  “  T h e  C h r i s t i a n  C r e e d ,”  b y  C . W . L e a d b e a t e r ,  p .  2 8 . 

f  M r s .  B e a a n t ’s  “  E v o l u t io n  o f  L i f e  a n d  F o r m ,”  p p .  1 9 -2 0 .

J  S e c r e t  D oofc rine ,”  p .  3 1 , V o l .  I .



T l i e  f i r s t  L o g o s  i s  t h e  r o o t  o f  b e in g ,  t h e  s o u r c e  a n d ,  a s  w e  s h a l l  s e e ,  

t h e  e n d  o f  e v o l u t i o n  ; t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  D i v i n e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n ,  

t h e  e n d i n g  a s  r e g a r d s  t b e  m a n i f e s t e d  U n i v e r s e *  H e  i s  s o m e t i m e s  

c a l l e d  t h e  U n r a a n i f e s t ,  b e c a u s e  s o  f a r  a s  K o s m o s  i s  c o n c e r n e d  t h e  f i r s t  

L o g o s  i s  u n m a n i f e s t e d ,  i t  c a n  o n ly  b e c o m e  m a n i f e s t  t o  t h e  S p i r i t  in  

m a n ,  w h i c h  i s  o n e  w i t h  i t s e l f . f

“  D u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  o f  M a h & p r a la y a — w h e n  a l l  t h i n g s  v i s i b l e  a n d  

i n v i s i b l e  w i l l  b e  r e a b s o r b e d  i n t o  t h a t  f r o m  w h ic h  t h e y  c a m e  ; w h e n  

e v e n  t h e  S e c o n d  a n d  T h ir d  L o g o i  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  i s  o f  t h e i r  

e s s e n c e ,  m u s t  f o r  t h e  t i m e  s in k  i n t o  s l e e p  a n d  d i s a p p e a r ,  e v e n  in  t h a t  

p e r io d  o f  u n iv e r s a l  r e s t  t h e r e  i s  o n e  E n t i t y  w h o  r e m a in s  u n a f f e c t e d  ; t h e  

F i r s t  L o g o s ;  t h e  U n m a n i f e s t e d  L o g o s  r e s t s  s t i l l ,  a s  e v e r ,  i n  t h e  b o s o m  

o f  t h e  I n f in i t e .  A n d  s i n c e  t h e  d i r e c t  e s s e n c e  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  D i v i n e  F a t h e r '  

or' a l l ,  e n t e r s  in t o  t h e  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  m a n  b y  t h a t  a l m i g h t y  

p o w e r  h i s  i m m o r t a l i t y  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  a s s u r e d .

S e c o n d  L o g o s .

F r o m  t h e  first L :* g o s e m a n a t e s  t h e  second, m a n i f e s t i n g  t h e  

a s p e c t s  o f  l i f e  a n d  fo r m ,  t h e  p r im a l  d u a l i t y ,  m a k i n g  t h e  t w o  p o l e s  

o f  n a t u r e  b e t w e e n  w h ic h  t h e  w e b  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  i s  t o  b e  w o v e n .  

L i f e ,  fo r m  ; S p i r i t ,  m a t t e r ;  p o s i t i v e ,  n e g a t i v e ;  a c t i v e , r e c e p t i v e  ; F a t h e r ,  

M o t h e r  o f  t h e  w o r ld s ,  s y m b o l i z e d  “  b y  a  d i a m e t e r  a c r o s s  t h e  c i r c l e  

0 , t o  d e n o t e  t h e  s e p a r a t io n  i n t o  S p i r i t  a n d  m a t t e r .§  F r o m  t h e  

o n e  E t e r n a l  c o m e s  t h i s  d u a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n ,  l i f e  o n  t h e  o n e  s i d e ,  f o r m  

o n  t b e  o t h e r ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  y o u  s p e a k  o f  life a s  s p i r i t ,  a s  c o n s c i o u s ­

n e s s ,  a s  e n e r g y ,  i t  m a t t e r s  u o t ,  i t  i s  t r i p l e  in  i t s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ;  

w h e t h e r  y o n  s p e a k  o f  m atin  o r  w h e t h e r  y o u  t a k e  i t  a s  t h e  f e m i n i n e  

a s p e c t  in  n a t n r e ,  t h e  r e c e p t i v e ,  t h e  n u t r i e n t  o r  n o u r i s h i n g ,  i t  m a t t e r s  

n o t ;  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t h e r e  in  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  l i f e  m a y  m a n i f e s t .  A n d  

in  t h e  first L o g o s  w e  f in d  t h e s e  t w o  p o le s  inseparate, in  t h e  second 
L o g o s  w e  fin d  t h e m  beginning to separate, a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t b e  s e c o n d  a s p e c t  

i s  e v e r  d u a l ,  w h e t h e r  a s  t h e  S o n  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  T r i n i t y ,  o r  t h e  

s e c o n d  in  a l l  o t h e r  T r i n i t i e s  ’ || T h i s  f e m i n i n e  s i d e  o f  n a t u r e  i s  a l w a y s ,  

f o u n d  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h e  T r i n i t y ,  a d d e d  t o  t h e  t h r e o  a n d  f o r m ­

i n g  a  fourth fundamental manifestation, w h ic h ,  w i t h  t h e  t h r e e ,  m a k e s  t h o  

C e l e s t i a l  Q u a t e r n a r y  o f  w h ic h  w e  r e a d  s o  o f t e n .* *

“  I n  t h e  C b r i s t ia u  C r e e d  ( N ic e e a n  C r e e d )  t h i s  s e c o n d  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  

L o g o s  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  * o n l y  b e g o t t e n  S o n  o f  G o d ,  b e g o t t e n  o f  h i *  

F a t h e r  b e f o r e  a l l  w o r ld s ,  b e g o t t e n ,  n o t  m a d e ,  b e i n g  o f  o n e  s u b s t a n c e  

w it h  t h e  F a t h e r  b y  w h o m  a l l  t h i n g s  w e r e  m a d e . ’ G r e a t  s t r e s s  i s  t h e r e  

l a i d  n p o n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  n o u g h t  e l s e  in  t h e  u n iv e r s e  c o m e s  i n t o  e x i s t e u c e  

in  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  d o e s  t h i s  S e c o n d  L o g o s ,  c a l l e d  i n t o  b e i n g  a s  h e  i s  

b y  t h e  m e r e  a c t io n  o f  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  f ir s t ,  w o r k i n g  w i t h o u t  i n t e r r a e d i -

* “  E s o t e r i c  C h r i s t i a n i t y , ”  T h e  T r i n i t y ,  p .  1 1 , b y  M rs .  B e s a n t .
f  “  T h e  B u i l d in g  o f  t h e  K o s m o s ,”  b y  M rs . B e s a n t ,  p . 1 1 , I n d i a n  E d i t i o n .
J  14 T h e  C h r i s t i a n  C r e e d , ’’ b y  L e a d b e a t e r ,  p .  3 6 .
§ “  A n c ie n t  W is d o m ,”  b y  M rs . B e s a n t ,  p ,  5 2 .
f| ** E s o t e r i c  C h r i s t i a n i t y , ”  T h e  T r i n i t y ,  b y  M rs . B e s a n t ,  p .  9 .
# *  C o m p a r e  “  E s o te r ic  C h r i s t i a n i t y , ”  T h e  T r i n i t y ,  b y  M pa. B e s a n t ,  p .  7 .



» r y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  M r* M e a d  (Theosophical Review> V o l .  X X I . ,  p .  1 4 1 ) ,  

‘ t h e r e  i s  n o  l o n g e r  m n y d o u b t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  i h e  t e r m  i n v a r i a b l y  

t r a n s l a t e d  a s  * o n l y  b e g o t t e n /  m e a n s  n o t h i n g  o f  t i i e  k in d ,  b n t  4 c r e a t e d  

a l o n e /  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  * c r e a t e d  f r o m  o n e  p r i n c i p l e  a n d  n o t  f r o m  a  s y z y g y  

o r  p a ir , '  a  t i t l e  w h io h  o a n  b e  t r n l y  g i v e n  o n l y  t o  t h e  S e c o n d  L o g o s ,  f o r  

t h e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  h e  i s  e m a n a t e d  f r o m  t h e  6r s t  m n s t  e v i d e n t l y  

d i f f e r  f r o m  a l l  o t h e r  a n d  l a t e r  p r o c e s s e s  o f  g e n e r a t i o n ,  w h io h  a r e  i n v a r i ­

a b ly  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n . ”  *

I n  t h e "  S e l f  a n d  i t s  S h e a t h s ” M r s . B e s a n t  s h o w s  h o w  a  g e r m  c e l l  

o f  a  p l a n t  o r  a n  a n im a l  g i v e s  a  m o s t  m a r v e l l o u s  p i c t u r e  in  t h e  

concrete o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t ia t io n  in  t h e  Supreme; h o w  u n d e r  a  m i c r o s c o p e  

o n e  c o u ld  s e e  a  t i n y  s p e c k  o f  m a t t e r  a n d  in  t h a t  s p e c k  a  s i n g l e  s p o t ,  i n  

w h ic h  g r a d u a l l y  a n d  i m p e r c e p t i b l y  a  s e p a r a t io n  t a k e s  p la c e ,  t i l l  w h e n  

t h i s  c h a n g e  i s  c o m p le t e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  o n e  s p o t  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  a n d  t h e s e  t w o  

a p a r t  a t  t h e  p o l e s — a s  t b e y  a r e  c a l l e d —* o f  t h i s  l i t t l e  m a s s  o f  m a t t e r .  

O u t  o f  t h e  s a m e  s u b s t a n c e ,  f o r  t h e r e  w a s  o n l y  o n e ,  t w o  s e p a r a t e  a n d  y e t  

n o t  s e p a r a t e d  b o d ie s  h a v e  f o r m e d ,  t h e  o n e  p o s i t i v e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  n e g a t i v e ,  

a n d  b y  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  e v e r y t h i n g  f o r m a t i v e  o c c u r s  

a n d  t h e r e  i s  b u ilt-  u p  t h e  c o m i n g  p la n t .  T h u s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  p o le s  

a  u n i v e r s e  i s  b u i ld e d ,  a n d  o u t  o f  d u a l i t y  t h e  w h o le  v a r i e t y  o o m e s  f o r t h  ; 

t h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  t h a t  w e  r e a d ,  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  “  O n e ”  h a s  g i v e n  b i r t h  t o  t h e  

Two, a f t e r  t h e  l i f e  h a s  b e c o m e  N a n tie  a n d  F o r m ,  S p i r i t  a n d  M a t t e r ,  t h e n  

o o m e s  t h e  Third Logos, t h e  M in d ,  I d e a t io n ,  D i v i n e  T h o n g h t ,  t h e  p i c t u r e  

o f  a l l  t h a t  s h a l l  b e  a n d  t h e  i m a g e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  t h a t  n o t  y e t  h a s  

c o m e  t o  b i r t h ,  f

T h ird  L ogos.

“  T h e  Third Logos i s  s y m b o l i z e d  b y  a  c r o s s  w i t h i n  t h o  c i r c l e  

0 , t h e  c r o s s  s t a n d i n g  f o r  t h e  l i f e  w h i c h ,  f l a s h i n g  f r o m  t h e  c e n t r e  

o u t w a r d s  m a k e s  t w o  d i a m e t e r s ,  g i v e s  a c t i v e  l i f e  w i t h i n  t h i s  c i r c l e  o f  t h e  

u n iv e r s e  a n d  m a k e s  p o s s i b l e  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  w h i c h  f r o m  t h e  c e n t r e  i s  

g r a d u a l l y  t o  p r o c e e d .£  H e  i s  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  M in d ,  t h a t  i n  w h i c h  a l l  

a r c h e t y p i c a l l y  e x i s t s ,  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  b e i n g s ,  t h e  f o u n t  o f  f a s h i o n i n g  

e n e r g ie s ,  t h e  t r e a s u r e - h o u s e  in  w h i c h  a r e  s t o r e d  n p  a l l  t h e  a r c h e t y p a l  

fo r m s  w h i c h  a r e  t o  b e  b r o u g h t  f o r t h  a n d  e la b o r a t e d  in  l o w e r  k i n d s  o f  

n a t t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  

p a s t  u n i v e r s e s ,  b r o u g h t  o v e r  a s  s e e d s  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t .§

O cb  S olar S y stem .

F r o m  t h e  T h i r d  L o g o s ,  t h e n ,  p r o c e e d s  t h e  m a n i f e s t e d  u n iv e r s e ^  

th e  m a n i f o ld  f o r m s  t h a t  m a k e  n p  a  u n iv e r s e ,  a n d  t h e  v a s t  h o s t  o f  

e n t i t i e s ,  s u b - h u m a n ,  h u m a n  a n d  s u p e r h u m a n  t h a t  e n s o u l  t h e s e  f o r m s  

a n d  t h a t  a r e  b r o u g h t  o v e r  f r o m  p a s t  u n i v e r s e s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  o w n

* “ The Christian Creed,”  by C. W. Leadbeater, pp. 39 and 40.
t  Compare ** Self and its Sheath?,*' by Mrs. Besant, pp. 9—11, Indian edition.
X ** The Building of the Kosmos,” by Mrs. Besant, p. 77, Ind ian  edition.
$ “ Ancient Wisdom,*' by Mrs. Besant, p. 52,
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e v o l n t i o n  a n d  t o  h e l p  i n  t h e  e v o l n t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w  u n i v e r s e .  H i g h e s t  

a m o n g  t h e  Spiritual Intelligences a r e  t h e  s e v e n  s e c o n d a r y  L o g o i ,  e a c h  o f  

w h o m  i s  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  a  d i s t i n c t  d e p a r t m e n t  in  o u r  S o l a r  S y s t e m ,  a s  

t h e  L o g o s  i s  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  whole a n d  h a s  t h e  sun a s  H i s  p h y s i c a l  

b o d y .*  T h e  s e v e n  s e c o n d a r y  L o g o i  a r e  t h e  c e n t r e s  o f  t h e  s e v e n  

Planetary chains, e a c h  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  s e v e n  g l o b e s —  p a r t l y  p h y s i c a l  a n d  

t h e r e f o r e  v i s i b l e  a n d  p a r t l y  s u p e r - p h y s i c a l  ( b o i l t  o f  a s t r a l  a n d  m a n a s i c  

m a t t e r )  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  i n v i s i b l e  t o  p h y s i c a l  s i g h t — w h ic h  c i r c l e  r o n n d  

t h e  s n n .  N a m i n g  t h e s e  p la n e t a r y  c h a i n s  a f t e r  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  g l o b e s

t h e y  a r e :—

( 1; T h e  N e p t u n e  c h a in  w i t h  3  p h y s ic a l  p la n e t s .

(2 )  „  U r a n u s  „ 99 1 „  p la n e t .

<3) „  S a t u r n  „ I t 1 ** »»
(4 )  „  J u p i t e r  „ M 1 »  **

(5 )  „  E a r t h  „ i f
M a r s  a n d  M e r c u r y  b e lo n g in g  to  it .

(6) „  V e n u s  „ • f 1 p h y s ic a l  p la n e t .

( 7) n V u lc a n  „ *» 1 »» i»

U n d e r  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  s e c o n d a r y  L o g o i  c o m e  t h e  d e s c e n d i n g  h i e r a r c h i e s  

o f  I n t e l l i g e n c e s  t h a t  f o r m  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  o f  H i s  k in g d o m .  A m o n g  

t h e s e  w e  h e a r  o f  t h e  Lipika, w h o  a r e  t h e  r e c o r d e r s  o f  K a r m a  ( t h e  

g r e a t  l a w  o f  c a u s a t io n  n n d e r  w h i c h  r e b i r t h s  a r e  c a r r ie d  o n )  o f  t h a t k i n g -  

d o m  a n d  o f  a l l  t h e  e n t i t i e s  t h e r e i n  ; t h e  Maharajas o r  Devarajas, w h o  

s u p e r i n t e n d  t h e  w o r k i n g  o u t  o f  K a r m i c  la w  ; a n d  t h e n  t h e  v a s t  h o s t s  o f  

t h e  Builders w h o  s h a p e  a n d  f a s h i o n  a l l  f o r m s  a f t e r  t h e  id e a s  t h a t  d w e l l  

i n  t h e  t r e a s u r e - h o u s e  o f  t h e  L o g o s ,  in  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  M in d ,  a n d  t b a t  

p a s s  f r o m  H i m  t o  t h e  S e v e n ,  e a c h  o f  w h o m  p l a n s  o u t  h i s  o w n  

r e a l m  u n d e r  t b a t  s u p r e m e  d ir e c t i o n  a n d  a l l - i n s p i r i n g  l i f e , ” t  g i v i n g  

i t ,  a t  t h e  sa m e  t i m e ,  H i s  o w n  i n d i v i d u a l  c o lo r in g .  I t  w o u ld  b e  

i n s t r u c t i v e  t o  d e a l  m o r e  in  d e t a i l  w i t h  t h i s  p l a n e t a r y  e v o l n t i o n  a b o n t  

v b i c h  a  m a s s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e o s o p h i c a l  w o r k s ,  b n t  

f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  o u r  s t u d y  t h i s  b i r d ’s - e y e  v i e w  m u s t  s u f f ic e ,  a n d  w e  

n o w  t u r n  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t b e  human e v o lu t i o n .

E v o l u t io n  o f  M a t t e r .

W e  g o  b a c k  t o  Fsvarat t h e  L o g o s ,  w h o ,  w i l l i n g  t o  m a n i f e s t  a n d  t o  

b r i n g  f o r t h  a  n e w  u n i v e r s e ,  l i m i t s  H i m s e l f  f r o m  S u p e r - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

t o  S e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s ; t h e n  f r o m  t h e  O n e  E t e r n a l  c o m e s  t h e  d u a l  m a n i ­

f e s t a t i o n  o f  S p i r i t  a n d  M a t t e r ; m a t t e r  n o t  a s  w e  k n o w  i t ,  n o t  p h e n o ­

m e n a l  m a t t e r ,  b u t  t h e  root of matter, c a l l e d  Mulaprakriti.
“ T h e  phenomenal s p i r i t  a n d  m a t t e r  o f  a n y  u n iv e r s e  a r e  f i n i t e  i n  

t h e i r  e x t e n t  a n d  t r a n s i t o r y  in  t h e i r  d u r a t io n ,  b u t  t h e  roots o f  s p i r i t  a n d  

m a t t e r  a r e  e t e r n a l .  T h e  r o o t  o f  m a t t e r  h a s  b e e n  s a id  b y  a  p r o f o u n d  

w r i t e r  t o  b e  v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  L o g o s  a s  a  v e i l  t h r o w n  o v e r  t h e  O n e  E x i s t ­

e n c e ,  t h e  S u p r e m e  B r a h m a n  ( P a r a b r a h m a n ) .  I t  i s  t h i s  v e i l  w h i c h  t h e

* Compare “ Ancient Wisdom,” by Mrs. B esant, p. 413 et seq. and the  “  G row th 
o fth e  Soul,”  by^A. P. Sinnefc, p. 277. ,

f  “ A ncient Wisdom,”  by Mrs. Besant, p . 414,
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L o g o s  a s s u m e s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  m a n i f e s t a t i o n ,  u s i n g  i t  f o r  t h e  s e l f -  

i m p o s e d  l i m i t  w h ic h  m a k e s  a c t i v i t y  p o s s i b l e .  F r o m  t b i s  H e  e l a b o r a t e s  

t h e  m a t t e r  o f  H i s  u n i v e r s e ,  b e i n g  H i m s e l f  i t s  i n f o r m i n g ,  g u i d i n g  a n d  

c o n t r o l l i n g  l i f e . ” *

** A s  t h e  l i f e - b r e a t k  w i t h  i t s  t r i p l e  v i b r a t i n g  f o r c e  f a l l s  o n  t b i s  r o o t -  

m a t t e r ,  i t  t h r o w s  i t  i n t o  t h r e e  m o d i f i c a t io n s  o r  a t t r i b u t e s : Tamos" 
i n e r t i a ,  o r  b e t t e r ,  s t a b i l i t y ,  Bajas, a c t i v i t y  o r  v ig o u r ,  Sattva, h a r m o n y  

W i t h o u t  h a r m o n y  n o  p l e a s u r e  c a n  a n y w h e r e  e x i s t .  A l l  p l e a s u r e  i s  

d u e  t o  h a r m o n io u s  v i b r a t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  q u a l i t y  o f  h a r m o n io u s  in t e r *  

r e l a t e d  v i b r a t i o n s  i s  t h e  q u a l i t y  t h a t  S a t t v a  g i v e s  t o  m a t t e r .  T h e s e  

t h r e e  f u n d a m e n t a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f  m a t t e r — a n s w e r i n g  t o  t h r e e  f u n d a ­

m e n t a l  m o d i f i c a t io n s  in  t h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  l ' s v a r a — i n e r t i a ,  a c t i v i t y  a n d  

h a r m o n y ,  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  f a m o u s  t h r e e  g u n a s ,  w i t h o u t  w h i c h  P r a k r i t i  c a n -  

s o t  m a n i f e s t .  F u n d a m e n t a l ,  e s s e n t i a l  a n d  u n c h a n g e a b le ,  t h e y  frre p r e s e n t  

i n  e v e r y  p a r t i e l e  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  c o m b i n a t i o n s  i s  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  e a c h  p a r t i c l e .  T h e n  c o m e s  t h e  seven-fold drt-irion o f  

m a t t e r ;  T h i s  r o o t - m a t t e r  w i t h  i t s  t h r e e  g u n a s  i s  n o w  r e a d y  to* r e c e i v e  

a  f u r t h e r  i m p u l s e  f r o m  t h e  l i f e - b r e a t h  a n d  t h a t  b r e a t h  e o r n e s  f o r t h  

f r o m  the third Logos in  s e v e n  g r e a t  w a v e s ,  e a c h  o n e  m o d i f y i n g  m a t t e r  

a n d  e T o f c k ig  a n d  e n  s o u  T in g  t h o s e  t h a t  f o l l o w  i t . ”  f

O f  w h a t  o c c u r s  i n  t i e  t w o  h i g h e r  p la n e s  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e ,  t b e  s e v e n t h  

a n d  t h e  s i x t h  ( o r  t h e  1s t  a n d  2n d , c o u n t i n g  f r o m  a b o v e ) ,  w e  c a n  f o r m  

b n t  t h e  h a z i e s t  c o n c e p t io n ,  l ' s v a r a  a s  B r a h m a  o r  t h e  t h i r d  L o g o s  s e n d s  

f o r t h  a  p o w e r ,  a . v ib r a t i o n  ( e v e r y t h i n g  d e p e n d s  o n  v ib r a t io n ) *  c a l l e d  a  

Tanmatra, d u e  t o  a  m o d i f i c a t io n  o f  H i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  T h i s  e n e r g y  

o f  t h e  L o g o s  a s  w h ir l in g ;  m o t io n  o f  in c o n c e iv a b le ^  ra p ic F R y  “  d i g s  h o l e s  

i n  s p a c e ”  i n  t h i s  r o o t - m a t t e r ,  a n d  t h i s  v o r t e x  o f  l i f e ,  e n c a s e d  in  a  f i l m  

o f  t h e  r o o t  o f  m a t t e r  i s  t h e  p r i m a r y  a t o m ,  k n e w n  in  t h e  H i n d u  

S c r i p t u r e s  a s  “  A d i t a t t v a . ”  T h e s e  a n d  t h e i r  a g g r e g a t i o n s ,  s p r e a d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  u n iv e r s e  a n d  form * a l l  t h o  s u b - d i v i s i o n s  o f  s p i r i t * m a t t e r  o f  

t h e  h i g h e s t  p l a n e - o f  o u r  s o la r  s y s t e m .  T h e n  a  n e w  p o w e r  o r  t a n m a t r a ,  

d o e  t o  a  m o d i f ic a t io n  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  i s  s e n t  £ o r th  b y  l ' s v a r a ,  c a u s i n g  

s o m o  o f  t h e  c o u n t l e s s  m y r ia d s  o f  t h e s e  p r im a r y  a t o m s  t o . s e t  u p  a  

v o r t o a t i n  t h e  c o a r s e s l i  a g g r e g a t i i e f r » o f  t h o ir  o w n  p la n e ,  a n d  t h i s  p r i m a r y  

a to m , e n  w a l l e d  w i t h  s p ir a l!  s t r a n d s  o f  t h e  c o a r s e s t  c o m b in a t io n s  o f  t h e  

s e v e n t h  p l a n e  b e c o m e s  t h e  f i n e s t  u n i t  o f  s  p i  r it r  m a t t e r ,  o r  a t o m  ( c a l l e d  

t h o  A n u p a d a k a t a t t v a )  o f  th e -  s ix t h ;  p la n e .  T h e s e  s i x t h  p l a n e  a t o m s  

a n d t h e i r  e n d l e s s  c o m b i n a t i o n s  f b r m  t h e  s u b - d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t - m a t t e r  

o f  t h e  s i x t h  p la n e .  A  t h i r d  l i f e - b r e u b h  o r  ta n m & tr a  f r o m  l ' s v a r a ,  d u e  t o

*  m o d i f i c a t io n  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  c a u s e s * th e ?  p r i m a r y  a t o m s  o f  t h e  s i x t h  

p ia n o  t o  s e t  u p  a  v o r t e x  a m o n g  t h e  c o a r s e s t ,  a g g r e g a t i o n s  08 t h e i r  o w n  

p la n e ,  p r o d u c in g :  t h e  p r im a r y  a t o m s  o f  t h e  f i f t h ,  p la n e .  I n  t h i s  w a y  

t h e  S p i r i t - m a t t e r  o f  p l a n e  a f t e r  p la n e  i s  fo r m e d ',, u n t il*  w o  h a v e  t h e  s e v e n  

p l a n e s  o f  o u r  s o la r  s y s t e m ,  e a c h  p l a n e  w i t h  its taHoa .̂prianapy atom o r  

primary dement a n d  c o m b in a t io n s  o f  t h e s e  p r im a r y  a t o m s ,  f o r m i n g  t b e

•  “ Ancient W isdom,” p. 53. ^
f  “ Evolution of Life and Form ,”  by Mrs. Beosnt, pp. 23 and 24,



s u b -p la n e s  o f  e a c h  p la n e .*  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  n a m e s  h a v e  b e e u  g i v e n  t o  t h e  

sev e n  p l a n e s ,  t a t t v . i s  a n d  p r im a r y  e l e m e n t s :  —

Plane.
Seventh Plane: Mah& ParanirvAuic

P r i m a r y  E le m e n t .

Sixth
F ifth
Fourth
Third
Second
First

Para Nirv&aic
Nirvilnio
Buddhic
M&oasic R ental) 
Astral (Kamic) 
Physical

E t h e r

Air
F i r e

W ater
E a r t h

T a t t w a .

A d i t a t t v a .
A no padakatatt va 
A'kAsatattva 
V ayntattva 
A g n ita ttra  
ApasCattva 
P rith iv itattva

T h i s  i n v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  L i f e  o f  t h e  L o g o s  a s  t h e  e n s e a l i n g  f o r c e  i d  

e v e r y  p a r t i c l e ,  a n d  i t s  s u c c e s s i v e  e n  w r a p p in g s  in  t h e  S p i r i t - m a t t e r  o f  

e v e r y  p la n e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  o f  e a c h  p la n e  h a v e  w i t h i n  t h e m  i n  a  

b id d e n  o r  l a t e n t  c o u d i t io n  a l l  t h e  f o r m  a n d  f o r c e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a l l  t h e  

h ig h e r  p l a n e s  a b o v e  t h e m  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  o f  t b e i r  o w n v t h e s e  t w o  f a c t s  

m a k e  e v o l n t i o n  c e r t a i n  n o d  g i v e  t o  t h e  v e r y  l o w e s t  p a r t i c l e  t h e  h i d d e n  

p o t e n t ia l i t i e s  w h i c h  w i l l  r e n d e r  i t  f i t — a s  t h e y  b e c o m e  a c t i v e  p o w e r s — t o  

e n te r  in t o  t h e  f o r m  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  b e in g s .  I n  f a c t  e v o l u t i o n  m a y  b e  

s a m m e d  u p  m  a  p h r a s e — i t  i s  l a t e n t  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  b e c o m in g  a c t i v e  

p o w e r a .f

A .  S c h w a b s .

(To be concluded.)

HEREDITY.
( T a t i  T u g o t i i e s  o r  T h k o s o p h y  a n d  W ie s h j in  c o n t k a s t k d ) .

/ H U f B  o f  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e s  o f  T h e o s o p h y  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h n t  

V /  w e  c a n  a l w a y s  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a n d  

e x p e r im e n t s  o f  m o d e r n  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  w h a t  i t  s e t s  f o r t h  

a s  Che T r u t h s  o f  N a t u r e  t h a t  c a n  b e  p r o v e n  b y  e a r n e s t  r e s e a r c h  ; 

an d  a d d e d  t o  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a s  c o r r e c t  b y  a  p r o c e s s  o f  

lo g ic a l  r e a s o n i n g ,  i t s  d e f in i t e  s t a t e m e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  

e v o ln t io n ,  a n d  t h e  u l t i m a t e  g o a l  i t  l e a d s  t o ,  w  h ie  Pi, f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  

o f  u s  a t  o n r  p r e s e n t  s t a g e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t ' ,  m n s t  r e m a in  n n p r o v e n ,  

a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w h a t  w e  m u s t  r e g a r d  m o r e  o r  l e s s  a s  s p e c u l a t i o n ; 

th o u g h  n o  d o u b t ,  e v e n  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  p o s s i b l e  o f  

v e r i f ic a t io n  a s  e a e h  o u e  o f  u s  p r o g r e s s e s  3 t e p  b y  s t e p  a l o n g  t h e  p a t h  

o f  o c c u l t i s m .

I t  i s  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f t h e  p r o f o u n d e r  t h e o s o p h i c a l  i d e a s  t o  t h e  

s o lu t io n  o f  s o  m a n y  o f  t h e  g r e a t e r  p r o b le m s  o f  l i f e  t h a t  i s  r e n d e r i n g  

T h e o s o p h y  s o  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e l l e c t s  o f  o n r  d a y ; 

a n d  t h a t  e n a b l e s  i t  t o  e x e r t  s u c h  a n  in f lu e n c e  o n  m o d e r n  t h o u g h t  a s  iB 

e v id e n c e d ,  f i r s t l y ,  b y  t h e  g r e a t  s t r i d e s  t h e  t h e o s o p h i c a l  m o v e m e n t

♦  Combined from “ A ncient W isdom /' pp. 53 and 54, and from “ Evolution Of 
Life and Form ," pp. 25 and 20.

A ncient W isdom,” hy Mrsr» Besant, p p i  55 aud 561



h a s  b e e n  m a k i n g  d a r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s ; a n d ,  s e c o n d ly ,  b y  t h e  

r e s p e c t  w h ic h  i t  i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  c o m m a n d  b y  a l l  w h o  81*6 c a p a b le  o f  

e x e r c i s i n g  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g  f a c u l t i e s ,  e v e n  i f  t h o s e  h i g h e r  m in d s  f in d  

t h e m s e l v e s  u n a b le  t o  a c c e p t  w h a t  t h e y  c a l l  i t s  s p e c u l a t i o n s .

T h e  c la im  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  b y  t h e o s o p h i c a l  l e a d e r s  t h a t  t h e  

t h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  h a s  b e e u  c a l l e d  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  p r o m u lg a ­

t io n  o f  i t s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t e a c h i n g s  e v o k e d ,  b y  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  g r o w t h  

t h a t  h a s  b e e n  t a k i n g  p l a c e  iu  c i v i l i z a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r ld ,  

n e c e s s i t a t i n g  t h e  r e v e a l  m e n  t  t o  a  m o r e  e n l i g h t e n e d  a n d  e x p a n d e d  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s e s  ( i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  

u n a id e d  h u m a n  m in d  w a s  a n d  s t i l l  i s  o c c u p y i n g  i t s e l f  w i t h  m o r e  o r  

l e s s  s u c c e s s )  o f  m y s t e r i e s  w h ic h  h a d  h i t h e r t o  b e e n  u n k n o w n  a n d  

u n t h o u g h t  o f .

T o  r i g h t l y  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  g r a v e  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  m e a n i n g  o f  a l l  

t h e s e  r e c e n t  s c i e n t i f i c  d i s c o v e r i e s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  f u l l e s t  a d v a n t a g e  

a c c r u i n g  f r o m  t h e m  m i g h t  n o t  b e  l o s t  t o  t h e  r a c e ,  f a c t s  g o i n g  b e y o n d  

o r  l y i n g  b e h i n d  t h e s e  s c i e n t i f i c  d i s c o v e r i e s  h a v e  h a d  t o  b e  g i v e n  f o r t h  

b y  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  t h e  g u a r d ia n s  o f  n a t u r e ’s  m y s t e r i e s — t h e  t i m e  

b e in g  r ip e  f o r  d o i n g  s o  t h r o u g h  t h e  h u m a n  m in d  g e n e r a l l y  h a v i n g  

p r o v e d  i t s e l f  r e a d y  f o r  t h e i r  r e c o g n i t i o n  a n d  a c c e p t a n c e .  W e r e  t h i s  

n o t  d o n e  t h e  r e s u l t  w o u ld  b e  t h a t  e r r o n e o u s  c o n c lu s io n s ,  d e d u c t i o n s  

a n d  in f e r e n c e s  w o u ld  s o  c o n t i n u a l l y  b e  d r a w n  f r o m  w h a t  o u r  b e s t  

i n t e l l e c t s  a r e  a b l e  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  t o  r e v e a l  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  w o r l d ,  

t h a t  t h e  m a s s  o f  h u m a u i t y  l e d  t h e r e b y ,  f o l l o w i n g  t e a c h e r s  a s  

i g n o r a n t  a s  t h e m s e l v e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  u l t i m a t e  d e s t i n y  o f  m a n ’s  

e v o lu t i o n ,  w o u l d  h a v e  f a l l e n  i n t o  a  m o s t  d e b a s i n g  k in d  o f  m a t e r i a l i s m  ; 

b e c a u s e  i t  c a n n o t  b e  d e n ie d  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  t e n d e n c y  o f  p h y s i c a l  

s c i e n c e  i s  t o  m a t e r i a l i s e ,  a n d  n o t  t o  s p i r i t u a l i s e ; a n d  t h a t  t e n d e n c y  

i s  o n l y  c o m b a t e d ,  a n d  b e c o m e s  c h a n g e d  (a s  w e  n o t i c e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  

t i m e )  b y  k n o w l e d g e  b e i n g  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  r e a s o n  a n d  t h e  m i n d  

f r o m  o t h e r  s o u r c e s ,  w h ic h  s o  e n t i r e l y  t r a n s c e n d s  a l l  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  f e r t i l e  

i m a g i n a t i o n  c a n  p r o c la im  o r  d e f in e ,  t h a t  w e  h a v e  t o  r e a l i z e  i t  a s  

t r u e  a n d  u n d e n ia b le ,  h o w e v e r  m u c h  w e  m a y  t r y  t o  p u t  i t  a s i d e  a t  f i r s t ,  i n  

o r d e r  t o  b o l s t e r  u p  w h a t  w e  in  o u r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n c e i t ,  c o n s id e r  t o  b e  t h e  

o n l y  c o r r e c t  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  w h a t e v e r  n a t u r a l  p h e n o m e n a  c o m e  w i t h i n  

t h e  p u r v ie w  o f  o u r  r e c e n t l y  q u ic k e n e d  p o w e r s  o f  o b s e r v a t io n .

T o  g i v e  a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  w e  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  

h e r e d i t y  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  w h ic h  o u r  B i o l o g i s t s ,  B o t a n i s t s ,  a n d  

Z o o l o g i s t s  h a v e  b e e n  c a r r y i n g  o n  t h e  m o s t  p r a i s e w o r t h y  a n d  u n t i r i n g  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a n d  r e s e a r c h e s  e v e r  s in c e  t h e  t i m e  o f  D a r w i n ,  w h o  I  

t h i n k  m a y  b e  s a id  t o  h a v e  f a t h e r e d  t h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  w o r k — a t  a n y  r a t e  

i t  i s  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  o w n  g r e a t  w o r k  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  

m a t e r i a l i s t i c  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  m a n ' s  d e s c e n t  f r o m  a  p u r e l y  a n i m a l  

a n c e s t o r  h a s  f o r  y e a r s  g a i n e d  a  h o ld  o n  t h e  m o r e  t h o u g h t f u l  m i n d ,  

i n v o l v i n g  ( t h o u g h  D a r w i n  c a n n o t  b e  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s )  a  d e n i a l  

o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  s i d e  o f  m a n ’s  n a t u r e ,  a n d  a  r e j e c t i o n  o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n s



t e a c h in g  in  t b a t  d i r e c t i o n .  H a d  s u c h  a n  i d e a  a s  t h i s  b e e n  p e r m i t t e d  t o  

h o ld  s w a y ,  a n d  t h e  m e r e  p h y s i c a l  f a c t s  ( f o r  t b e  h y p o t h e s i s  h a s  i t s  

b a s is  o n  f a c t s )  n o t  b e e n  r e f u t e d ,  i t  i s  e a s y  t o  p e r c e i v e  w h a t  a  b a n e f u l  

e ffe c t  m u s t  v e r y  s o o n  h a v e  f o l l o w e d  b y  i m p r e s s i n g  t b e  l e s s  d e v e lo p e d  

m in d s  o f  t h e  m a s s  w i t h  a  t h e o r y  t b a t  c o m p l e t e l y  e x h a u s t s  a l l  t h e  

• x a l t i n g  in f lu e n c e  a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  d e e p e r  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  

h e a r t .  B u t  t h i s  t h e o r y  o n ly  h a d  t i m e  t o  s e i z e  t h e  m in d s  o f  t h e  m o r e  

t h o u g h t f u l — in d e e d ,  i t  h a s  o n l y  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  b y  t h e m  t e n t a t i v e l y ,  a n d  

e v e r  s i n c e  i t s  p r o m u lg a t io n  h a s  b e e n  p e r h a p s  r a t h e r  in  a  s t a t e  o f  

in c u b a t io n  t h a n  a c t u a l l y  g r o w i n g — w h e n  t h e  i l l u m i n a t i n g  l i g h t  o f  

T h e o s o p h y ,  w h i l e  n o t  d e n y i n g  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  o b s e r v e d  f a c t s  o n  w h ic h  

th e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  h y p o t h e s i s  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t ,  r o b b e d  t h a t  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  

a l l  i t s  f o r m e r  c la im  b y  im p a r t i n g  a  w i d e r  s ig n i f i c a n c e  a n d  m e a n in g  t o  

tb e  s c i e n t i s t ’s  g r e a t  d i s c o v e r y  ; s o  t h a t  w e  n o w  f in d  s c i e n t i s t s  w o r k i n g  

n o t  e x a c t l y  o n  t h e o s o p h i c a l  l i n e s ,  y e t  p r o d u c in g  r e s u l t s  in  a c c o r d a n c e  

w it h  t h e o s o p h i c a l  s t a t e m e n t s ,  t h o u g h  s t r a n g e l y  e n o u g h  t h e i r  t e n d e n c y  

in  m a n y  i n s t a n c e s  i s  t o  d e n y  w h a t  T h e o s o p h y  p u t s  f o r w a r d  f o r  t h e i r  

g u id a n c e .

T h i s  w i l l ,  I  t h i n k  b o  a m p ly  s h o w n  i n  o n r  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  t b e  

p h e n o m e n a  o f  h e r e d i t y ,  o r  r a t h e r  in  o u r  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  

h e r e d i t y  p o s t u l a t e d  b y  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t ,  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  e m i n e n t  

s c i e n t i s t s  ( P r o f e s s o r  W i e s m a n ) ,  a n d  b a s e d  o n  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  b i s  

n n w e a r y in g  la b o r s  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  p a s t .

B e f o r e  g o i n g  in t o  t h a t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  w i l l  b e  b e t t e r  fo r  u s  to  t h o r o u g h l y  

u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  T h e o s o p h y  s e t s  f o r t h  a n d  e x p l a i n s  in  c o n n e c t io n  

w it h  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  e v o l u t i o n ,  w h i c h  o f  c o u r s e  b e a r s  d i r e c t l y  o n  t h e  

p h e n o m e n a  t h a t  c o m e  u n d e r  t h e  h e a d  o f  h e r e d i t y ,  a n d  w h ic h  

T h e o s o p h y  p r o c la im e d  t o  t h e  w o r ld  b e f o r e  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  P r o f e s s o r  

W ie s m a n ’s  w o r k  e n t i t l e d  “  T h e  G e r m - p l a s m — a  T h e o r y  o f  H e r e d i t y . ”  

B y  f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  p la n  w e  w i l l  c o m e  t o  c o n s i d e r  W i e s m a n ’s  f a c t s  

a n d  s t a t e m e n t s  in  t h e i r  p r o p e r  p la c e ,  a n d  b e  b e t t e r  a b le  t o  r e a l i z e  

th e  c o m p l e t e  t h e o r y  o f  h e r e d i t y ,  w h ic h  w e  c a n n o t  d o  b y  m e r e l y  t a k i n g  

np  W i e s m a n ’s  w o r k ,  a n d  r e m a i n i n g  c o n t e n t  w i t h  i t ,  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  i t  b e ­

g in s  a n d  e n d s  w i t h  t h e  p h y s i c a l — t h a t  i s ,  w i t h  w h a t  o n ly  c a n  b e  s e e n  a n d  

o b s e r v e d  w i t h  t h e  b o d i ly  s e n s e s .  H i s  e f f o r t s  h a v e  b e e n  d ir e c t e d  t o  

d e a l in g  w i t h  t h e  “  h o w  ”  o f  t h e  t h i n g ,  a n d  n o t  w i t h  t h e  “  w h y  ”  o f  i t ,  

w h ic h  l a t t e r  h e  h a s  l e f t  s e v e r e l y  a lo n e .

I t h i n k  t b a t  to  r i g h t l y  u n d e r s t a n d  e v o l u t i o n  s o m e t h i n g  m u s t  

b e  k n o w n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a t o m ,  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  i t s  p r o c e s s e s ,  b e f o r e  

w e  c o m e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  i t  o n  t h i s  p h y s i c a l  p la n e .  T h e o s o p h y  a f f o r d s  

in f o r m a t io n  in  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  t h r o n g h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  a n d  d e t a i l s  f u r ­

n is h e d  b y  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  o u  h i g h e r  s n p e r p h y s i c a l  p la n e s  o f  n a t u r e ,  

o f s o m e  o f  i t s  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  t o l e r a b l y  f a r  a d v a n c e d  in  o c c u l t i s m .  

T h is  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w h ic h  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  a s  r e l i a b l e  a s  a n y  t h a t  c o m e s  

to  n s  f r o m  t h e  o b s e r v a t io n s  o f  o u r  p h y s i c i s t s ,  i s ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t o o  o f t e n  

w h o l ly  i g n o r e d  a n d  r e j e c t e d  b y  t h o s e  p h y s i c i s t s  w h o  f o r  to o  l o n g  h a v e



b e e n  a f r a id  o f  h a v i n g  a n y t h i n g  i o  d o  w i t h  t h a  o n a een ^  b e c a u s e  i t  n a y  

i n v o l v e  t h e m  in  a b s u r d  s p e c u l a t i o n s ,  f a n c i e s ,  a n d  s u p e r s t i t i o n s ,  w h i c h  

t h e y  t h i n k  m a n k in d  h a s  o u t g r o w n ; b u t  u n t i l  t h e y  a l t e r  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e ,  

w h ic h  t h e y  a r e  n o w  g r a d u a l l y  b e i n g  f o r c e d  t o  d o  ; a n d  s o  l o n g  a s  t h e y  

d o  n o t  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  o n l y  o n e  a v e n u e  t o  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  a  

h i g h e r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  l i f e ’s  l a w s  a n d  m y s t e r i e s ,  t h e  a t o m  m o s t  r e m a i n  

a  r id d l e  t o  t h e m ; w h e r e a s  a s  t h e  p r o b le m  ic  s e t s  u s  t o  u n r a v e l  ia  

g r a s p e d ,  a n d  i t s  s o l u t i o n  a r r iv e d  a t — firsfc t h e o r e t i c a l l y — m a n y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

c o n f r o n t i n g  t h e m  m u s t  d i s a p p e a r .

T h e i r  i d e a  n o w  i s  t h a t  t h e  a t o m  i s  m e r e l y  a  c e n t r e  o f  fo r o e ,  w h i c h  

c a u s e s  i t  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  c o m b i n a t i o n s  w i t h  p a r t i c l e s  o f  m a t t e r  t h a t  g o  

t o  m a k e  u p  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p l a n e ,  o a l l e d  c h e m i c a l  e l e m e n t s ,  t h e r e b y  

f o r m i n g  m o le c u le s  a n d  b o d i e s ; a n d  t h i s  m e c h a n ic a l  p r o c e s s  b r o u g h t  

a b o u t  b y  p u r e ly  c h e m ic a l  a g e n c i e s  h a s  b e e n  c o n s id e r e d  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e x *  

p la i n  fche p h e n o m e n a  o f  fche m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  l i f e  i n  a l l  t h e  k i n g d o m s .

T h i s  v i e w  h a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  d o u b t e d  a n d  d e n ie d  b y  s o m e  

o f  t h e  m o s t  e m i n e n t  s c i e n t i s t s ,  a n d  id e a s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  a t o m  a r e  n o w  

b e i n g  p u t  f o r w a r d  in  c l o s e r  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  w h a t  T h e o s o p h y  m a i n t a i n s .  

T h e o s o p h y  d o e s  n o t  d e n y  thafc t h e  a t o m  i s  a  c e n t r e  o f  fo r c e ,  b n t  

c o n t e n d s  t h a t  i t  i s  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t — it  i s  a  c e n t r e  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  

e m b r a c in g  w i t h i n  i t s e l f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  p o t e n t i a l l y  l a t e n t ;  t h e r e f o r e  i t  

a lo n e  i s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  l i f e ,  a n d  t h e  m o t io n s  o f  c h e m i c a l  s u b s t a n c e s  

m e r e l y  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  i t s  a c t i v i t y .  T h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e r e  i s  a  

v i t a l  f o r c e  b e in g  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x e r c i s e d  a n d  m a n i f e s t e d  a s  e n e r g y  b e ­

t w e e n  m o le c u le s  a n d  m a t e r ia l  b o d ie s ,  c e r t a i n l y ,  b u t  p r i n c i p a l l y  a s  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  W e  a r e  t o o  a p t  t o  m i s t a k e  a  c e r t a i n  

a s p e c t  o f  a  t h i n g  f o r  t h e  t h i n g  i t s e l f .  T h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  d i r e c t ­

l y  o p p o s e s  t h e  p h y s i c i s t ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  c o n s c io u s n e s s  m u s t  b e  r e ­

g a r d e d  a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  s n  a t t r i b u t e  o f  m a t t e r — t h a t  is ,  o f  m a t t e r  a s  t h e y  

p h y s i c a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ; t h o u g h  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  c o n s c io u s n e s s  r e q u ir e s  a  

m e d iu m  w h e r e  t h r o u g h  t o  m a n i f e s t  a n d  e v o l v e ,  f o r  r e g a r d e d  in  i t s  v e r y  

h i g h e s t  a s p e c t ,  o r  m o s t  p r i m i t i v e  c o n d i t io n ,  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  a t o m  

t o  b e  a  p a r t  o r  s p a r k  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  o r  A b s o l u t e  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  o t h e r w i s e  

t e r m e d  s p ir it  ( i n  w h ic h  t h e  w h o l e  U n i v e r s e  i s  e m b r a c e d ) ,  w i t h i n  

t h e  s u b s t a n c e  w h i c h  g o e s  t o  f o r m  t h e  f i r s t  s u p e r - p h y s i c a l  p l a n e  

o f  n a t u r e .  P r o m  t h e  m o m e n t  t h i s  d i v i n e  s p a r k  e m e r g e s  f r o m  

t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  A b s o l u t e ,  a n d  a p p e a r s  o n  t h e  f i r s t  o r  t h e  h i g h e s t  

p la n e  o f  n a t u r e ,  i t  b e c o m e s  w h a t  I  m i g h t  c a l l  ( t h o u g h  p e r h a p s  

i n c o r r e o t ly )  a  u n i t  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ; b e c a u s e  f r o m  t h a t  m o m e n t  

a  s e p a r a t i o n — t h o u g h  i t  w i l l  b e  v e r y  s l i g h t — fr o m  i t s  a b s o l u t e  s o n r o e  

t a k e s  p l a c e ; f o r  c o n s c io u s n e s s  b e i n g  f o r c e ,  t h i s  f o r c e  c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  

s n b s t a n o e  o f  t h i s  f i r s t  s a  p e r -  p h y s i c a l  p l a n e  i n s t a n t l y  s e t s  u p  in  t h a t  

s u b s t a n c e  in c o n o e iv a b ly  r a p id  v i b r a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  g a t h e r s  r o u n d  

i t s e l f  a  s u p e r - e t h e r e a l  v o r t e x  o r  f i lm ,  a n d  i t  s t a r t s  a  l i f e  o f  i t s  o w n .  

T h i s  i s  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  i t s  e v o l u t i o n — t h a t  i s ,  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  « e i/»  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s — t h e  p r o o e s s  o f  t r a n s f o r m i n g  t b e  u n i v e r s a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

i n t o  t h a t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s .



B e t w e e n  fchis h i g h e s t  p l a n e  I  r e f e r  t o ,  a u d  t h a t  o f  o a r  p h y s i c a l  p la n e  

h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  o t h e r  p l a n e s — t h e  n u m b e r  b e i n g  s e v e n  ( e x o t e r i c a l l y ) -  

W e  a r e  n o t  t o l d  m u c h  a b o u t  t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  ; t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  

p r o c e s s e s — o a r  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  h a v i u g  b e e n  a b l e  t o  a d v a n c e  

f u r t h e r  t h a n  w h a t  a r e  c a l l e d  t h e  a s t r a l  a n d  d e v a c h a n i c  s t a t e s .  W e ,  

h o w e v e r ,  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p la n e s  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  

a n d  t h a t  a s  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p la n e  c o m p r i s e s  s e v e n  d i s t i n c t  s t a t e s  o f  m a t t e r ,  

viz. : — t h e  f o u r  s t a t e s  o f  e t h e r ,  t h e  g a s e o u s ,  l i q u id ,  a n d  s o l i d ,  t h o s e  

t e r m e d  t h e  a s t r a l  a n d  d e v a c h a n ic ,  a n d  t h o s e  b e y o n d  t h e s e ,  a r e  a l s o  m a d e  

n p  o f  s e v e n  s u b - d i v i s i o n s ,  o r  o f  s u b s t a n c e  in  s e v e n  d e g r e e s  o f  d e n s i t y .  

T h e  a t o m  t h e r e f o r e  in  i t s  e v o lu t i o n a r y  d e s c e n t  f r o m  i t s  s p i r i t a a l  s o u r c e ,  

i n v e s t s  i t s e l f  w h i l e  o n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a n e ,  in  t h e  s p i r i t a a l  s u b s t a n c e  o f  e a c h  

o f  t h e  s e v e n  s u b - d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h a t  p la n e  ; t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  i m p u l s e  i t  

o r i g i n a l l y  r e c e i v e s  W h e n  i t  e m e r g e s  f r o m  t h e  L o g o s ,  i s  d o w n w a r d s  o r  

o u t w a r d s  ; t h e r e f o r e  i t  r e m a in s  n o  lo n g e r  n p o n  a  p la n e  t h a n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  ; 

a n d  w h e n  a l l  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  b e  a c q u ir e d  o n  t h e  h i g h e s t  s u b - d i v i s i o n  

o f  t h e  f i r s t  p la n e  i s  g a in e d  i t  c l o t h e s  i t s e l f  in  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e  

s e c o n d  s u b - d i v i s i o n ,  a n d  s o  o n ,  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  s e v e n  d i f f e r e n t  d e g r e e s  

o f  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h i s  f i r s t  p la n e  ; w h e n  i t s  w o r k  i s  c o m p le t e d  o n  t h e  

l o w e s t  s a b - d i v i s i o n  ( t h e  s e v e n t h ) ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a l l  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  

o b t a in e d  o n  t h e  s e v e n  s u b - d i v i s i o n s  i t  r e t a i n s  w i t h i n  i t s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  ; 

a n d  t h e n  g r a d u a l l y  d i v e s t i n g  i t s e l f  o f  t h e  s a b s t a n c e  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e  s u b ­

d i v i s i o n s ,  o f  w h ic h  in  i t s  d e s c e n t  i t  c l o t h e d  i t s e l f ,  i t  r e - a s c e n d s  t o  t h e  

h i g h e s t  s a b ' d i v i s i o n ,  a n d  e n w r a p p e d  o n l y  i n  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h a t  s u b ­

d i v i s i o n ,  i t  n o w ,  a p p a r e n t l y  b y  a  c o s m ic  l a w ,  s k i p s  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  

s ix  s u b - p l a n e s ,  a n d  a p p e a r s  o n  t h e  h i g h e s t  s u b - d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  

p la n e ,  b e c o m i n g  t h e  u l t i m a t e  a t o m  o f  t h a t  p la n e .  I n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  

p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  s e v e n  s u b - d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  s e c o n d  p l a n e ,  i t  c o m ­

p l e t e s  i t s  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h e r e ,  r e t u r n i n g  t h e n c e  b a c k  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  s u b ­

d i v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  p la n e ,  a n d  a p p e a r i n g  a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  a t o m  o n  t h e  h i g h e s t  

s a b - d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p la n e .  T h e  u l t i m a t e  a t o m ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  o f  a n y  

p la n e ,  i s  t h i s  c e n t r e  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  e n w r a p p e d  in  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e  

h i g h e s t  s u b - d i v i s i o n  o f  e a c h  p l a n e  o f  n a t u r e  t h a t  s t a n d s  a b o v e  i t .  

C o n t i n u i n g  i t s  d e s c e n t  t h e  a t o m  m a n i f e s t s  o n  t h e  f o u r t h  p la n e  c a l l e d  t h e  

B u d d h i c  ; t h e  t h i r d  c a l l e d  t h e  D e v a c h a n i c  ; t h e  s e c o n d  c a l l e d  t h e  a s t r a l ; 

a f t e r  w h i c h  i t  r e a c h e s  o u r  p h y s i c a l  w o r l d ; s o  t h a t  b y  t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  

d e s c e n t ,  b y  t h e  t i m e  i t  g e t s  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  s u b - d i v i s i o n  o f  o u r  p h y s i c a l  

m a t t e r — t h a t  i s ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  d e g r e e  o f  e t h e r — t h i s  a t o m  i s  m a n y  t i m e s  

e n c a s e d  in  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  e a c h  p l a n e  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  i t  h a s  c o m e  

t o  t h e  e a r t h ; a n d  t h i s  is  w h a t  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e  r e c o g n i s e s  a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

a t o m ,  t h o u g h ,  a s  f a r  a s  I  a m  a w a r e ,  i t  h a s  o n l y  t r a c e d  i t  a s  

f a r  b a c k  a s  t h e  f o u r t h  o r  l o w e s t  s t a t e  o f  t h e  e t h e r .

N o w ,  t h o u g h  s c i e n t i s t s  r e c o g n i s e  s u c h  a  t h i n g  a s  a n  u l t i m a t e  a t o m  

i t  i s  o n l y  t h e i r  t h e o r y ,  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  e t h e r  i s  t o  t h e m  a l s o  

s o m e t h i n g  p u r e l y  i m a g i n a r y ,  a n d  h a s  t o  b e  p o s t u l a t e d  b y  t h e m  i n  

o r d e r  t o  e x p l a i n  p h e n o m e n a  w h ic h  w o u ld  o t h e r w i s e  b e  t o t a l l y  i n e x p l i c a ­

b le .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  d i s c o v e r i e s  in  e l e c t r i c i t y  h a v e  f o r c e d  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  
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w o r ld  t o  f in d  a  m a t e r i a l  m e d iu m  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  t h a t  f o r c e  a c t s ,  h e n c e  

t b e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  a  s t a t e  o f  e t h e r ,  t h o u g h  n o t  s o  l o n g  a g o  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r i d i c u l e d  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  i t  c o u ld  n o t  b e  s e e n ,  t o u c h e d  

a n d  f e l t ; a n d  a b o u t  i t  n o t h i n g  m o r e  w i l l  b e  k n o w n  u n l e s s  d i f f e r e n t  

m e t h o d s  o f  r e a c h i n g  t h e s e  h i g h e r  s t a t e s  a r e  a d o p t e d  o w i n g  t o  t h e i r  

b e i n g  b e y o n d  t h e  r a n g e  o f  t h e  e y e ,  a n d  o f  a n y  m e c h a n ic a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  

o r  a p p a r a t u s  s u c h  as* m ic r o s c o p e s ,  & c ., t h a t  h a v e  h i t h e r t o  s o  w e l l  a s s i s t e d  

p h y s i c a l  m e t h o d s .

B u t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  o u r  a t o m , — I  h a v e  s a id  t h a t  w e  h a v e  o n l y  b e e n  

g i v e n  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  i t s  w o r k i n g  o n  s o m e  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  

l e v e l s ,  o r  t o  p u t  i t  m o r e  p h y s i c a l l y ,  in  s o m e  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  w o r ld s .  A n y  

o n e  w h o  f e e l s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  c a n  g e t  a  v e r y  g o o d  i d e a  o f  t h e  

d e t a i l s  g i v e n  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  b y  r e a d i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  t h e o s o p h i c a l  

m a n u a l s  o n  t h e  A s t r a l  a n d  D e v a c h a n ic  p la n e s *  I  h a v e  n o t  t h e  t i m e  t o  

g o  i n t o  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s a b j e c t  h e r e  a s  I w o u ld  m u c h  l i k e  t o  d o .

H a v i n g  a c q n ir e d  a l l  i t  h a d  t o  a c q u ir e  i n  t h e  D e v a c h a n ic  a n d  A s t r a l  

w o r l d s ,  t h e  a t o m ,  a s  a l r e a d y  s a i d ,  m a k e s  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  o n  t h e  h i g h e s t  

s u b - d i v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  p la n e ,  viz., t h e  f i r s t  s u b - d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  e t h e r ,  a n d  

w h e n  i t  g e t s  t h e r e  w e  c a n  n o w  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  a  w o n d e r f a l l y  

c o m p l i c a t e d  t h i n g  i t  i s ; a n d  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  

n s  t o  s e e  i t ,  i t  i s  in  r e a l i t y  a  b o d y  o f  a  m o s t  r e m a r k a b ly  c o m p l e x  

s t r n c t n r e ,  a s  c a n  b e  s e e n  b y  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  d i a g r a m s  

o f  i t  c o n t a in e d  in  t h e o s o p h i c a l  b o o k s  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  D e s c e n d i n g  t o  

t h e  s e c o n d  s u b - d i v i s i o n  o f  e t h e r ,  i t  s p l i t s  u p ,  f o r m i n g  c o m b in a t io n s  o f  

m o le c u le s  p r o d u c in g  t h e  c h e m i c a l  e l e m e n t s  t b a t  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  m a t t e r  

o f  t h a t  s t a t e ; t h e  s a m e  t a k e s  p l a c e  o n  t h e  t h i r d  a n d  f o u r t h  s u b ­

d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  e t h e r ,  a f t e r  w h ic h  i t  a r r i v e s  a t  t h e  g a s e o u s  s t a t e ,  

t h e n  t h e  l i q u i d ,  u n t i l  a t  l a s t  t h e  s o l id  o r  m in e r a l  k in g d o m  i s  r e a c h e d .

W h e n  w e  a g a i n  r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h i s  a t o m  i s  e n c a s e d  in  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  

a n d  e t h e r e a l  s u b s t a n c e  a n d  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  h i g h e r  p la n e s  t o  

w h i c h  I  h a v e  b e e n  b r ie f ly  r e f e r r in g ,  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  

r e a l i z i n g  t h a t ,  f e t t e r e d  b y  t h e s e  o u t e r  c o v e r i n g s ,  i t s  a c t i v i t y  h a s  b e e n  

g r e a t l y  c h e c k e d ; a n d  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  w e  f in d  i t  in  t h e  

m in e r a l  k in g d o m  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  a n  in e r t  m a s s  ; i t s  n u m e r o u s  b o d i e s  i n  

t h a t  k in g d o m  b e i n g  a p p a r e n t l y  w i t h o u t  a c t i v i t y ,  a n d ,  a s  w e  w e r e  o n c e  

t a u g h t ,  q u i t e  d e a d  a s  w e l l  a s  i n a n i m a t e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  t h i s  a t o m  i s  

p r e s e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  m in e r a l ,  a n d  c a r r i e s  o n  i t s  m a r v e l l o u s  w o r k  t h e r e  

a s  i s  i n s t a n c e d  in  c r y s t a l l u r g y — t h e  w o n d e r f u l  a n d  m a r v e l l o u s l y  

b e a u t i f u l  g e o m e t r i c a l  f o r m s  w h i c h  m a k e  n p  t h e  b o d ie s  o f  c r y s t a l s  

b e i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  e v i d e n c e  t o  c o n v i n c e  u s  o f  t h e  t r u t h  o f  i t s  p r e s e n c e  

w i t h i n  t h o s e  b o d ie s ,  o f  w h ic h  i t  i s  t h e  c o n s c io u s  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n t  

b u i ld e r .  I n  t h i s  k in g d o m  i t  c o m b in e s  w i t h  t h e  c o a r s e r  c h e m i c a l  

s u b t a n c e s  b y  f o r m i n g  m o l e c u l e s  in  l in e s ,  c i r c l e s  a n d  c u r v e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  

g e o m e t r i c a l  f i g u r e s ;  t h e n  p a s s i n g  in t o  t h e  h i g h e r  v e g e t a b l e ,  a n i m a l ,  

a n d  h u m a n  k i n g d o m s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h i n  w h ic h  i t  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  i s  

t h e  c e l l  a s  w e  h a v e  i t  s o  w e l l  d e s c r ib e d  in  B o t a n y  a n d  B io lo g y ,  t h e



d i s c o v e r y  a u d  a n a l y s i s  o f  w h ic h  h a s  o p e n e d  u p  s u c h  a  s p l e n d i d  f i e ld  o f  

r e s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  m o d e r n  s c i e n t i s t  a n d  w h i c h  h a s  a b s o l u t e l y  c h a n g e d  

a n d  r e v o l u t i o n i s e d  a l l  p r e v io u s  i d e a s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  m a t t e r  a n d  n a t u r a l  

p h e n o m e n a .

H e r e  i s  w h a t  s c i e n c e  t e l l s  u s ,  w h ic h  g o e s  t o  p r o v e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  t h i s  a t o m  s o u l ,  b u t  p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  i t s  j o u r n e y i n g  

a s  j u s t  s t a t e d  ; f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  r e f e r r e d  t o  b y  S a c h a l e  

e n a b le s  n s  t o  t r a c e  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t l i e  a t o m  f r o m  t b e  m in e r a l  t o  t h e  

v e g e t a b l e  k in g d o m  ; a n d  t h e  g e o m e t r i c a l  f o r m s  i t  c r e a t e s  o r  b u i ld s ,  w h i c h  

I  h a v e  j u s t  r e f e r r e d  to ,  in  t h e  f o r m e r ,  r e a p p e a r  in  t h e  l a t t e r ,  a s  d i s t i n ­

g u i s h e d  i n  t h e  c e l l s  o f  s o m e  p la n t s ,  a n d  w h i c h  in  b o t a n y  g o  b y  t h e  

t e r m  c r y s t a l l o i d s  :— “  a  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  p r o t o p l a s m i c  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e  

c e l l s  a s s u m e s  c r y s t a l l i n e  f o r m s  ; b o d ie s  a r e  f o r m e d  w h i c h ,  b o u n d e d  b y  

p l a n e  s u r f a c e s  a n d  s h a r p  e d g e s  a n d  a n g l e s ,  p o s s e s s  a n  i l l u s o r y  r e s e m ­

b la n c e  t o  t r u e  c r y s t a l s ,  e v e n  i n  t b e i r  b e h a v io u r  t o  p o l a r i s e d  l i g h t ; o n  

t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  t h e y  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  t h e m  b y  t h e  

a c t i o n  o f  e x t e r n a l  a g e n t s ,  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  p r e s e n t  s i g n i f i c a n t  

r e s e m b l a n c e s  t o  o r g a n i s e d  p a r t s  o f  c e l l s .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  l e g i t i m a t e  t o  

d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e m  b y  t h e  t e r m  c r y s t a l l o i d s  p r o p o s e d  b y  N a g e l i ................

T h o s e  c r y s t a l l o i d s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  m o s t  c a r e f u l l y  e x a m i n e d  c o n s i s t  

o f  a  m i x t u r e  o f  t w o  k in d s  o f  m a t e r ia l s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s o l u b i l i t y ; t h e  t w o  

a r e  s o  c o m b in e d  t h a t  w h e n  t h e  m o r e  s o l u b l e  i s  s l o w l y  r e m o v e d ,  t h e  

l e s s  s o l  n b le  r e m a i n s  a s  a  s k e l e t o n  ( N a g e l i j .  T h e i r  f o r m  i s  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  

iu  d i f f e r e n t  p l a n t s  ; t h e y  a p p e a r  a s  c u b e s ,  t e t r a h e d r a ,  o c t o h e d r a ,  

r l io m b o b e d r a ,  a n d  i n  o t h e r  f o r m s ,  u s u a l l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e i r  c r y s t a l l o g r a -  

p h ic  c h a r s e t e r a  c a n n o t  b e  e x a c t l y  d e f in e d ,  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e i r  s m a l l  

s i z e  a n d  o f  t h e  in c o n s t a n c y  o f  t h e i r  a n g l e s . ' '

N o w  b e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  f u r t h e r  l e t  u s  s e e  w h a t  o u r  c o n c e p t io n  o f  

t h e  a t o m  i s  : o r i g i n a l l y  a  b r e a t h  o f  t b e  u n i v e r s a l  c o n s c io u s  l i f e ,  w h i c h ,  

t h o u g h  e m b o d y i n g  i t s e l f  in  s u p e r - e t h e r e a l  s u b s t a n c e ,  r e m a i n s  b u t  l i t t l e  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f r o m  t b e  d i v i n e  s o u r c e  w h e n c e  i t  e m a n a t e s ; b u t  f e t t e r e d  

b y  i t s  m a t e r i a l  e n c a s e m e n t s  a s  i t  p r o c e e d s  t o w a r d s  t h e  d e n s e r  p l a n e s  o f  

m a t t e r ,  i t s  a c t i v i t y  i s  s l o w l y  r e s t r i c t e d ,  a n d  a t  l a s t  s o  c o n f in e d  w i t h i n  

i t s e l f ,  i t  b e c o m e s  a n  e n t i t y  n o  l o n g e r  p o s s e s s i n g  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  

u n i v e r s a l ,  w h i c h ,  a s  t h a t  i s  g r a d u a l l y  d im m e d ,  g i v e s  w a y  t o  a n  i n c i p i e n t  

s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s — i t s  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  m in e r a l  b e i n g  t h e  f i n i s h i n g  

s t r o k e  t h a t  e n t i r e l y  l i m i t s  t h e  r a n g e  w i t h i n  w h i c h  i t s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  

c a n  a c t ; a n d  i n  t h e  v e g e t a b le ,  a n im a l ,  a n d  h u m a n  k i n g d o m s  i t s  a b s o l u t e l y  

s e l f i s h  c h a r a c t e r  i s  v e r y  p l a i n l y  r e v e a le d .  T h i s  t h e n  i s  t o  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  

b y  T h e o s o p h y ,  t h a t  t h e  a t o m  i s  t h e  e v o l v i n g  l i f e ; a l l  e l s e  s u c h  a s  

m o l e c u l e s ,  c h e m i c a l  a g e n c i e s ,  t h e  m e c h a n i c a l  m o t io n  o f  p a r t i c l e s ,  a n d  

s u c h  l i k e ,  a r e  t h e  o u t c o m e  ; a n d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  t h e  

i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  f o r c e  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  a t o m ,  a n d  t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  

w e  r e g a r d  a s  s o  m u c h  n a t u r a l  p h e n o m e n a ,  a r e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c h a n g e s  i t  

b r i n g s  a b o u t  i n  t h e  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  i t s  e v o l u t i o n .  T h i s  

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  l i f e  c o n v e y s  a  m u c h  p r o f o u u d e r  s ig n i f i c a n c e  t h a n  t b f ^



s t a t e d  b y  W i e s m a n  w h e n  h e  s a y s  t h a t  l i f e  s i m p l y  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  

in t e r a c t i o n  o f  m o le c u le s  d i f f e r i n g  c h e m i c a l l y  f r o m  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  b e B t  

d e f in e d  w i t h i n  c e r t a i n  l i m i t s .

W e  m a s t  l o o k  a p o n  t h e  a t o m  n o w  a s  a  g r o w i n g  e n t i t y .  I  d o  n o t  

m e a n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n y  e s s e n t i a l  c h a n g e  p r o d u c e d  in  i t s e l f ,  s a v e  in  s o  

f a r  a s  i t s  p o w e r s  a r e  l i m i t e d  ; s o  m u c h  s o  i s  t h a t  t h e  c a F e , n o w  t h a t  

i t  h a s  r e a c h e d  t h e  c e l l u l a r  s t a g e ,  t h a t  i t  h a s  t o  d e p e n d  o n  w h a t  

c o m e s  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  i t  f r o m  t h e  e x t e r n a l  w o r ld ,  t o  a w a k e n  i t  t o  

a c t i v i t y ,  i t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  w h a t e v e r  v i b r a t i o n s  i t  c o n t a c t s ;  

a n d  i t  i s  t h e s e  i n c e s s a n t  i m p a c t s  s t r i k i n g  i t  f r o m  t h e  e x t e r n a l  w o r l d  

i n  t h e  v e g e t a b l e  a n d  a n im a l  k in g d o m s  a s  i t  e m b o d ie s  i t s e l f  in  u n i ­

c e l l u l a r  a n d  m u l t i c e l l u l a r  o r g a n i s i n s  t h a t  m o r e  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  

c o n v e r t  i t s  “  l a t e n t  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  i n t o  a c t i v e  p o w e r s ; b e c a u s e  n o w  i t  

h a s  t o  s t r a g g l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s e l f  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  c r e a t u r e s  o n  w h o s e  

o r g a n i s m s  i t  h a s  t o  n o u r is h  i t s  b o d y ,  j u s t  a s  i t  h a s  t o  d e f e n d  i t s e l f  

a g a i n s t  t h e i r  a t t a c k s  n p o n  i t .

F i r s t  w e  m a y  r e c o g n i s e  i t  in  o n e  o f  t h e  l o w e s t  s t a g e s — a  s t a g e  

a l m o s t  i n t e r m e d i a t e  b e t w e e n  t h e  v e g e t a b l e  a n d  a n im a l  k i n g d o m s ,  a s  

t h e  f r e s h  w a t e r  p o l y p ,  r e f e r r e d  to  b y  O s c a r  S c h i m d t  in  h i s  w o r k  

o n  “ T h e  D o c t r in e  o f  D e s c e n t . ” “ T h e  l i t t l e  a n im a l ,  s e v e r a l  l i n e s  i n  

l e n g t h ,  w h i c h  in  o a r  w a t e r s  u s u a l l y  l i v e s  a d h e r i n g  t o  a  p l a n t ,  i s  a  

h o l l o w  c y l i n d e r ,  o f  w h ic h  t h e  b o d y  w a l l  i s  f o r m e d  o f  t w o  l a y e r s  o f  

c e l l s ,  a  l a y e r  o f  m u s c l e s ,  a n d  a  s u p p o r t i n g  m e m b r a n e ,  w h ic h  g i v e s  

c o n s i s t e n c y  t o  t h e  w h o le ,  a n d  m a y  b e  c o m p a n d  t o  a  s k e l e t o n .  T h e  

m o a t h  i s  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a r m s  o t  s i m i l a r  c o n s t r u c t io n ,  a n d  v a r y i n g  in  

n u m b e r  f r o m  f o u r  t o  s i x .  T h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  b o d y  i s  s t t id d e d ’ w i t h  

n u m e r o u s  l i t t l e  s t i n g i n g  v e s i c l e s ,  w h ic h  b y  t h e i r  c o n t a c t  s t u n  a n y  s m a l l e r  

a n im a lc u le s  s t r a y i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  r e a c h  o f  t h e  p o ly p ,  a n d  r e n d e r  t h e m  

a n  e a s y  p r e y .  T h i s  i s ,  in  a  f e w  w o r d s ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  t h e  a n i m a l .  

I t  p o s s e s s e s  n o  a r t e r i a l  s y s t e m ,  n o  s p e c i a l  r e s p ir a t o r y  a p p a r a t u s  ; t h e  

f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  n e r v e s  a n d  t h e  s e n s o r y  o r g a n s  a r e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  t h e  

in d i v i d u a l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s u r f a c e .  R e p r o d u c t io n  i s  u s u a l l y  e f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  

b u d d i n g  o f  g e m m u l e s ,  w h i c h  f a l l  o f f  a t  m a t u r i t y ,  b u t  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a l s o  

b y  t h e  p r o d u c e  o f  v e r y  s i m p l e  s e x u a l  o r g a n s .”

F r o m  t h a t  p r i m i t i v e  o r g a n i s m  i t  p a s s e s  i n t o  t h o s e  o f  h i g h e r  a n d  

m o r e  c o m p l e x  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  a n i m a l  k in g d o m  ; a n d  h e r e  i t  i s  n e c e s ­

s a r y  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t b a t  a l l  t h e s e  u n i t s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  ( a s  I  t e r m  t h e m )  

d o  n o t ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  s t a r t  l e v e l  i n  t h e i r  c o a r s e  o f  e v o l u t i o n a r y  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  ; c o n s e q u e n t l y  w h e n  t h e  a n im a l  k in g d o m  i s  r e a c h e d  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  

o f  t h e m  f a r  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  o t h e r s ,  a n d  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  s o  a d v a n c e d  ( w h i c h  

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e x a m p l e  o f  o n e  o f  o u r  w r i t e r s  I  w i l l  t e r m  “  r u l i n g  ”  a t o m s  

o r  u n i t s )  g o v e r n  a n d  c o n t r o l  g r o n p s  o f  t h o s e  th a t ,  a r e  b a c k w a r d  in  t h e i r  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h i s  i s  s t r i k i n g l y  s h o w n  w h e n  w e  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  h u m a n  

k i n g d o m .  M a n 's  l o w e r  n a t u r e  w e  a r e  t o l d  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  b o d ie s  o r  

p r i n c i p l e s ,  r t* .,  t h e  p h y s i c a l ,  t h e  a s t r a l  a n d  t h e  m e n t a l*  T h e  E g o  

u s i n g  t b e  fo r m  m a d e  u p  o f  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  o r  b o d ie s  b y  in c a r n a *



t i n g  t h e r e i n ,  c a n  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e s e  u n i t s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  I  

a m  s p e a k i n g  a b o u t ,  w h i c h  h a s  p r o g r e s s e d  t o  s u c h  a  d e g r e e  t h a t ,  h a v i n g  

c o m e  t o  l e a r n  i t s  o w n  d i v i n i t y  i t  s e t a  a b o u t  s t r i v i n g  t o  b e c o m e  o n c e  m o r e  

o n e  w i t h  t h e  a b s o l u t e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w h e n c e  i t  e m a n a t o d ,  a n d  t o  r e t u r n  

t h e r e t o ,  a n  in d i v i d u a l  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  s p i r i t u a l  e n t i t y ,  a b le  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  

t o  e n j o y  a l l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  L o g o s ,  t h e  F a t h e r  o f  a l l  t h a t  i s .  

I t  c a n n o t  s u c c e e d  i n  t h i s  u n t i l  it  l e a r n s  t o  c o n t r o l  a b s o l u t e l y  t h e  h u m a n  

n a t u r e ,  a n d  i n  i t s  e n d e a v o u r s  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  t b a t  r e s u l t  i t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  

a f f o r d s  a  w o n d e r f u l  h e l p  t o  t h e  u n d e v e lo p e d  a t o m - s o n l s  w h i c h ,  a s  I  h a v e  

m e n t io n e d ,  c o m p r i s e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o r  b o d ie s  o f  m e n ,  a n d  w h i c h  t a k e n  

t o g e t h e r  c o n s t i t u t e  w h a t  w e  c a l l  h u m a n  n a t u r e .

T h u s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  o u r  g r o s s  p h y s i c a l  b o d y  w e  k n o w  b y  s c i e n t i f i c  

p r o o f ,  i s  n o t  c o m p o s e d  o f  s o m e t h i n g  a b s o l u t e l y  s o l i d ,  b u t  i s  a  m o v i n g  

m a s s  o f  p a r t i c l e s  o r  a t o m s .  T h e s e  a t o m s ,  a s  H a e c k e l  ( I  t h i n k )  h a s  

d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  p o s s e s s  a  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e i r  o w n ,  w h i c h  t h e y  

e x p r e s s  w h e n  t h e  b o d y  f e e l s  t i r e d  a n d  r e q u ir e s  r e s t ;  i t  i s  t h e s e  

n n i t s  t b a t  c a r r y  o n  a l l  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

b o d y ,  s u c h  a s  t h a t  o f  d i g e s t i o n ,  A c . T h e  a t o m - s o u l s  f o r m i n g  t h e  

a s t r a l  b o d y  a r e  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  d e v e l o p e d  t h a n  t h o s e  in  t h e  p h y s i c a l  fo r m ,  

a n d  t h o s e  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  m e n t a l  b o d y  a r e  o f  c o u r s e  s t i l l  m o r e  

p r o g r e s s e d — i n  f a c t ,  I  t h i n k  t h e  a s t r a l  b o d y  i s  t h e  s e a t  o f  s e n s a t i o n —  

s o m e t i m e s  c a l l e d  t h e  d e s i r e  b o d y ; a n d  I t h i n k  m a y  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a n  

e n t i t y  i n  i t s e l f — o r  a s  e m b o d y i n g  a n  e n t i t y  ( b e i n g  t h e  e l e m e n t a l  o r  

a n i m a l  s o u l  i n  m a n )  j u s t  a s  w e  r e g a r d  t h e  E g o  ( t h e  h u m a n  s o u l  in  m a n ) ; 

t h e  m e n t a l  b o d y  b e i n g  c o m p o s e d  o f  m a t e r ia l  p r o j e c t e d  b y  t b e  E g o ,  

T h i s  e l e m e n t a l  w e  n o w  s e e  t o  b e  t h e  r u l e r  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  v e h i c l e ,  

m a k i n g  i t  s u b s e r v i e n t  t o  w h a t  i t  r e q u ir e s ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  i t  c a n  r e f l e c t  

i t s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  in  t b e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  a t o m s  c o m p o s i n g  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  b o d y ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  c o n t r o l  t h e m  t o  d o  w h a t e v e r  i t  d e m a n d s .  

T h i s  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  b e c a u s e ,  b e i n g  t h e  d e s i r e  b o d y ,  t h e  s e a t  o f  s e n s a t i o n  

a n d  o f  p a s s i o n ,  i t  c a n  o n l y  g r a t i f y  i t s e l f  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e n s e r  b o d ie s  o f  

t h e  o r g a n i s m ; a n d  s o  l o n g  a s  i t  i s  a l l o w e d  t o  h o ld  s w a y  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

b o d y  i s  c o n t i n u a l l y  f o r c e d  i n t o  a l l  s o r t s  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  y i e l d  s e n s u a l  

p l e a s u r e  a n d  d e l i g h t .  B n t  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  l a s t  f o r e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  E g o  

( t h a t  w h i c h  w a s  o n c e  a n  e l e m e n t a l  a n d  a n  a t o m  s o u l ) ,  h a v i n g  p a s s e d  

t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e s e  l o w e r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  h a v i n g  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  

d e v e l o p e d  a  s t a t e  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  f a r  h i g h e r ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  f a r  m o r e  

p o w e r f u l  t h a n  t h e  lo w e r  a s t r a l  e n t i t y  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  h a s  n o w  b e c o m e  

a s s o c i a t e d ,  i s  c o n t i n u a l l y  b r i n g i n g  h i s  in f lu e n c e  t o  b e a r  u p o n  i t ,  

a n d  i n  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e  ( t h a t  i s  a f t e r  m a n y  in c a r n a t i o n s )  i t s  u n r u l i n e s s  i s  

s u p p r e s s e d ,  a n d  t h e  E g o  a t  l e n g t h  s u c c e e d s  i n  i m p r e s s i n g  t h i s  h i g h e r  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o n  t h a t  o f  t h i s  l o w e r  a n i m a l  s o u l ,  t h e  l a t t e r  b e c o m e s  

s u b m i s s i v e ,  a n d  g r o w i n g  m o r e  l i k e  t h e  o n e  t o  w h i c h  i t  h a s  t o  s u b m i t ,  i t  

n o  l o n g e r  g i v e s  w a y  t o  t h e  t h i n g s  o f  t h e  s e n s e s ,  b n t  r e p l a c i n g  p h y s i c a l  

b y  s p i r i t u a l  e m o t io n s ,  t h u s  g r a d u a l l y  a s c e n d i n g  t o  a  h i g h e r  p l a n e  o f  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  n a t u r a l l y  r e d a c t s  o n  th o B e  a t o m * s o u l s  t h a t  a r e  o n l y  o n  t b e



p h y s i c a l  l e v e l  i n  t h e  b o d y ,  a n d  a s  i t  p a s s e s  o n  t h e y  a r e  b e n e f i t e d  b y  t b e  

m o r e  e l e v a t e d  in f ln e n c e  i t  r e f l e c t s  in  t h e m .

F r o m  t h i s  b r i e f  s k e t c h  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  a s  o n e  o f  t h e s e  a t o m - s o u l s  

b e c o m e s  b y  e v o lu t i o n  a  m u c h  m o r e  h i g h l y  d e v e l o p e d  h u m a n  s o n l  ( a n  

E g o ) ,  h e  a c q u ir e s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w h i c h  h e  c a n n o t  l a y  a s id e .  H e  c o m e s  

t o  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  e v o l u t i o n  h e  c a n  o n l y  d o  s o  t h r o u g h  a  

h u m a n  f o r m  m a d e  u p  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  m e n t i o n e d ,  c o m p r i s i n g  i n n u m e r ­

a b l e  h o s t s  o f  a t o m - s o u l s ,  g r o u p s  o f  w h ic h  a r e  g o v e r n e d  b y ,  o r  s u b j e c t  

t o ,  t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  n u m b e r  t h a t  a r e  f u r t h e r  a d v a n c e d  t h a n  t h e  r e s t ,  w h i c h  1 
a m  t e r m i n g  t h e  “  r u l i n g  ”  a t o m s .  T h e s e  r u l i n g  a t o m s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  e x p r e s s  

in  t h e i r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h e  t o t a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  a l l  t h a t  i s  b e lo w  t h e m  ; 

a n d  t b e  E g o  c o n t r a c t s  c e r t a i n  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o w a r d s  t h e m ,  b e c a u s e  

a s  t h e y  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  h i s  f u r t h e r  e v o l u t i o n ,  s o  i s  h e  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  t h e i r s ,  t h e  r e s u l t  b e i n g  t b a t  t h e y  b e c o m e  in s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  e a c h  

o t h e r ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  a t  d e a t h  w h e n  t b e  E g o  l e a v e s  t h e  p h y s i c a l ,  

r e t i r i n g  i n t o  t h a t  e x a l t e d  s t a t e  o f  r e s t  t h a t  i s  a l l o t t e d  t o  h i m  b e t w e e n  

t w o  in c a r n a t i o n s ,  t h e s e ,  o r  w h a t  m a y  b e  b e t t e r  c o n s id e r e d  t h e i r  g e r m s ,  

a r e  d r a w n  in t o  h i s  s a c r e d  f o r m ,  a n d  a t  o n c e  p a s s  i n t o  a  s t a t e  o f  l a t e n c y ,  

a s  t h e y  m u s t  d o , b e c a u s e ,  o w i n g  t o  t h e i r  n o t  y e t  h a v i n g  r e a c h e d  t h e  E g o * s  

c o n d i t io n ,  t h e y  c a n  o n l y  b e  c o n s c io u s  o n  t h e i r  o w n  p l a n e s  a u d  n o t  in  h i s ; 

b u t  w h e n  t h e  E g o  r e t u r n s  t o  r e - in  e a r n  a t e  a n d  i s  o n c e  m o r e  t o  t a k e  o n  a n  

a s t r a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l  f o r m ,  w h e n  h e  r e - e n t e r s  t h e  a s t r a l  w o r ld  o n  h i s  w a y  

t o  t h e  e a r t h ,  t h e s e  r u l i n g  a t o m s ,  o r  t h e i r  g e r m s ,  a g a i n  b e c o m e  a c t i v e ,  

a n d  a t  o n c e  h e l p  t o  m o u ld  t h e  a s t r a l  b o d y  a n d  e t h e r i c  d o u b le ,  w h i c h  i s  

m e r e l y  t h e  p h y s i c a l  c o u n t e r p a r t ; a n d  i n  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  f o r m  t h e y  

d r a w  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  t h e i r  u s e ,  a t o m s  w h ic h  a r e  o n  t h e  B a m e  l e v e l  

a s  t h o s e  t h e y  r u le d  w h e n  in  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e a r t h l y  b o d y ; h e n c e  t h e  s a m e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  t e n d e n c i e s  a n d  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  

l i f e  r e - a p p e a r  in  t h e  n e x t  o n e ; s o  t h a t  w e  s e e  f r o m  t h i s  t h a t  T h e o s o p h y  

d i s t i n c t l y  t e a c h e s  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  f o r m ,  a a  w e l l  a s  o f  t h e  

h u m a n  s o u l ,  a n d  i t  s e e m s  a s  i f  t h e r e  i s  a s  m u c h  a  r e - i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  

t h e  h u m a n  f o r m  a s  t h e r e  i s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l ; a n d  t h i s  I  t h i n k  g i v e s  

a s  a  p r o f o u n d e r  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  h e r e d i t y .

A .  E .  W e b b .

[To be concluded.]



ASOKA II.—THE MAURYA*
T h e  S a n d r a c o t t u s  o p  t h e  G r e e k s .

{Concluded from page 1 1 4 . )

T
H A T  t h e  a g e  o f  A s o k a  I I .  c a n n o t  b e  r e d u c e d  b y  a b o n t  66 y e a r s ,  i s  

e v i d e n t  f r o m  t h e  s e v e r a l  d a t e s  r e c o r d e d  in  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c h r o n i c l e s  

o f  t h e  J a i n a s ,  t h e  B r a h m a n a s ,  a n d  t h e  B u d d h i s t s  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  a n d  

n o r t h e r n  s c h o o l s .  P r o f e s s o r  D u n c k e r  n o t e s  in  h i s  M H i s t o r y  o f  A n t i q u i t y , ’ * 

t h a t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  B u d d h i s t s ,  t h e  i n t e r v a l  b e t w e e n  B im b is & r a ’s  

a c c e s s i o n  a n d  A s o k a ’s  d e a t h  w a s  3 7 5  y e a r s ; w h i l e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  “  V & y n  

P a r a n a ,* *  i t  w a s  3 7 8  y e a r s ,  a  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o n l y  3  y e a r s .  T h e  J a i n a s  r e c o r d  

i n  t h e  “  P a r i e i s t h a - p a r v a n , ”  t h a t  S a m p r a t i ,  t h e  d i s c i p l e  o f  S a h a s t i n  ( 2 1 9  

— 2 6 5  A . V . — 3 0 8 — 2 6 2  B .C . ) ,  a s c e n d e d  t h e  t h r o n e  o f  P & t a l ip u t r a  in  2 3 5

A . V . ,  t h a t  i s ,  2 9 2  B .C . ,  w h e n  A s o k a  S r i  d i e d .  A d d i n g  3 7  y e a r s  t o  2 9 2

B . C .  w e  g e t  3 2 9  B .C . ,  e x a c t l y  t h e  y e a r ,  w h e n  A s o k a  u s u r p e d  t h e  t h r o n e .  

F o r  t h e  “ D i p a v a m s a ”  r e c o r d s  t h a t  P r i y a d a r s i  w a s  c r o w n e d  in  2 1 8  A .B . ,  

f o u r  y e w s  a f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r  d i e d ,  t h a t  i s ,  i n  3 2 5  B .C .  T h e  T i b e t a n s  a l s o  

s a y  ( s e e  R o c k h i i r s  “  L i f e  o f  t h e  B u d d h a , ”  c h a p t e r  o n  t h e  “  H i s t o r y  o f  

B o d - y u l , ” ) t h a t  A s o k a  a s c e n d e d  t h e  t h r o n e  i n  2 3 4  A .B . ,  N i r v d n a  e r a ,  

n o t  P a r i n i r v a n a  e r a .  D e d u c t i n g  2 0  y e a r s  f r o m  i t  w e  g e t  2 1 4 ,  p r e c i s e l y  

t h e  d a t e  w h e n  V i n d u s a r a  d i e d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  B u d d h i s t s ,  t h e  p e r io d  

b e t w e e n  t h e  a c c e s s i o n  o f  B i m b i s d r a  a n d  t h e  e n d  o f  A s o k a ’s  r e i g n  w a s  

r e a l l y  3 1 1  y e a r s ,  n o t  3 7 5  a s  P r o f e s s o r  D u n c k e r  c a l c u l a t e s .  B i m b i s d r a  

a s c e n d e d  t h e  t h r o n e  in  6 0 3  B . C . ,  1 5  y e a r s  b e f o i e  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  

B u d d h a h o o d  b y  S i d d h a r i h a  a t  U r a v i l v a ,  n e a r  G a y a  in  1 0 3  Anjana e r a  

« 5 8 8  B .C .  a n d  A s o k a  d ie d  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  8 2  in  2 5 1  A . B . ,  t h a t  i s ,  2 9 2  

B .C .* *  T h e  i n t e r v a l  t h e r e f o r e  a m o u n t s  t o  e x a c t l y  3 1 1  y e a r s .

I  h a v e  s h o w n  a b o v e  t h a t  t h e  first. A s o k a  o f  t h e  N a n d a  d y n a s t y ,  

d a t e d  a b o u t  1 0 0  A .B . ,  i s  a  d i f f e r e n t  k i n g  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t b e  M a n r y a s ,  w h o  

w a s  c r o w n e d  i n  2 1 8  A .B .  T b e  S t h a v i r a s  o f  t h e  V a iH d li C o u n c i l  w e r e  

s a i d  in  “  D i p a v a m s a , ” p . 1 4 2 ,  t o  h a v e  f o r e s e e n  t h a t  1 1 8  y e a r s  a f t e r  i t  

t h e r e  w o u ld  a p p e a r  a n  e m p e r o r ,  A s o k a  P r iy a d a r s i ,  w h o  w o u ld  r e f o r m  t h e  

c h u r c h ,  t h e n  d i v i d e d  in t o  1 8  s e c t s ,  u n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  T i s s a  M o g a l i -  

p n t t a ; a n d  r e q u e s t e d  S i g g a v a  a n d  C h a n d a v a j j i ,  t h e n  v e r y  y o u n g  m o n k s ,  

t o  i n i t i a t e  t h o  la t t e r ,  w h e n  h e  w o u ld  b e  b o r n  a n d  c o m e  o f  a g e .  T h e  

B u r m e s e  a l s o  r e c o r d  t h i s  p r o p h e c y .  D r .  K e r n  o v e r l o o k e d  t h i s  m e n t io n  

o f  S i g g a v a  a n d  C h a n d a v a j j i  i n  t h e  “  M a h a v a m s a ,”  p .  2 0 ,  w h e n  h e  

a d v a n c e d  a n  a r g u m e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r u e  a n t i q u i t y  o f  t h e  B u d d h a ,  o n  t h e  

s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  c h i e f s  o f  t h e  Vinaya w e r e  n o t  m e n t i o n e d  a t  t h e  

t i m e  o f  t h e  V a is & li  C o u n c i l .  N o w ,  a d d i n g  1 1 8  to  1 0 0 ,  w e  g e t  2 1 8  y e a r s  : 

a n d  in  “  D i p a v a m s a ,"  V I — I ,  p .  1 4 6 ,  w e  f in d  t h a t  P r i j a d a r s a n a  ( o r  

P r i y a d a r s i )  w a s  c r o w n e d  i n  2 1 8  A .B . ,  w h ic h  i s  c o r r o b o r a t e d  b y  “  M a h a ­

v a m s a . ”

* T h e  M a u r y a  f a m i ly  w a s  p r o b a b l y  a  b r a n c h  o f  i h e  L n n a r  r a c e ,  a n d  bo a d o p t e d
t l i e  m o o n .a s  i t s  p r o t e c t o r  ; C h a n d r a g u p t a  l i t e r a l l y  m e a n s  t b e  m o o n - p r o t e c te d .



I n  2 3 6  A .B . ,  D e v a n u p i y a  T i s s a  w a s  c r o w n e d  k i n g  o f  C e y lo n ,  w h e n  

A s o k a  w a s  r e i g n i n g  i n  h i s  1 8 t h  y e a r ,  a f t e r  5 8  y e a r s  o f  t b e  r e i g n  o f  

M u t a s iv a ,  w h o  b e c a m e  k i n g  i n  t h e  1 4 t h  y e a r  o f  C h a n d r a g n p t a .  

T h e s e  f ig u r e s  a r e  f u r t h e r  c h e c k e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e m e n t ,  p .  1 4 4 ,  

t h a t  M a h in d a  r e c e iv e d  i n i t i a t i o n  f r o m  T i s s a  M o g a l i p n t t a ,  t h e n  66 
y e a r s  o ld ,  a f t e r  U p a s a m p a d a ,  a n d  i n  t h e  6t h  y e a r  o f  A s o k a ’s  r e i g n  

a n d  t h e  4 8 t h  o f  M u t a s i v a ’s .  C a l c u l a t i n g  b y  a d d i n g  u p  t h e  r e i g n s  o f  

t h e  M a g & d h a  a n d  C e y lo n  k i n g s ,  a n d  t h e  d u r a t io n  o f  t b e  p a t r ia r c h a t e ,  in  

t h e  w a y  I  d id  b e f o r e  in  t h e  c a s e s  o f  K & la s o k a  a n d  C h a n d r a g n p t a ,  w e  

f in d  t h a t  t h e  6t h  y e a r  o f  A s o k a ’s  r e i g n  w a s  2 2 4  A .B . ,  b y  t h e  c h r o n o ­

lo g i c a l  e q u a t io n  o f  6 3  o f  t h e  P a t r i c i d e  d y n a s t y  +  1 0 0  o f  t h e  N a n d a s  +  6 1  

o f  M a u i  j a 8 = 2 2 4  o f  M a g & d h a  k i n g  ; =  1 0 6  u p  t o  e n d  o f  i n t e r r e g n u m  +  

1 1 8  d o w n  t o  4 8 t h  y e a r  o f  M n t a s i v a = 2 2 4  o f  t h e  C e y lo n  k i n g s  ; = 1 6  + 4 4  

+  39 +  6 0 + 6 5 = 2 2 4  U p a s a m p a d a ,  d u r a t io n  o f  t h e  S t h a v i r a s .  ( S e e .  

C h r o n o lo g ic a l  T a b le s ,  i n  Theosophist, V o l .  X X . ,  p p .  7 5 2 ,  7 5 3 ) .  I t  w i l l  

t h u s  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e s e  C h r o n o lo g ic a l  e q u a t io n s  c h e c k  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  

t h e  d a t e  o f  A s o k a ’s  c o r o n a t io n  in  2 1 8  A .B .  i s  t h e r e f o r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

b e y o n d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  d o u b t .

C a l c u l a t i n g  f r o m  d e t a i l e d  r e i g n s ,  a s  g i v e n  in  t h e  Vdyu a n d  o t h e r  

Purdnat, I  f in d  a  t o t a l  o f  3 3 8  y e a r s ,  n o t  3 7 8 ,  a s  P r o f e s s o r  M a c  D u n c k e r  

s a y s .  T h e  r e i g n s  o f  t h e  K i n g s  a r e  t h u s  s h o w n  b e l o w :—

Pauranic.

f  Bimbis&ra 
| Aj&tasatrn 

. . .  j  D harbhaka ...
lorf 1 UdayAswa ...

I N andivardhana 
l^Mah&nandi

100 f  N a n d a( 8  sons, Sam alya, Ac.

C C handragupta 
85 < Vindus&ra 

(A so k a

y e a rs .. 28 
. 25 
. 25 „
. 3 3  „
.N ot given— 
. 48 years.

. 8 8  „
. 1 2

... 24 „

... 25 „

. . .  J 6 „

Total ... 338 y ears .

Buddhistic,

I Bimbis&ra ... 
j Ajat&satru ... 

i An \ U dayabhadra 
j A nnruddba ... 
I Munda

101
'  8ij»un&ga 
) K&l&soka ... 
) H is 10 sons ... 
> 9 false Nandas

C C handragnpta 
80 < Vindus&ra ... 

(A so k a

Total

62 y e a rs . 
33 „
16  
8 „

24 „

18 „
28 „
33 „
22 „

24 „
28 „

_ « 7  „

323 years.



I d e n t i f y i n g  M a h a n a n d i  w i t h  N a g a d a s a ,  o f  w h o m  t b e  B u d d h i s t i c  

a c c o u n t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  m o r e  r e l i a b l e ,  w e  c a n  r e a s o n a b l y  c u t  d o w n  t b e  

f o r m e r s  r e i g n  o f  4 2  y e a r s  b y  a b o u t  2 0 ;  a n d  s o  t h e  t o t a l  o f  1 3 3  y e a r s  

d o w n  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  P a t r i c i d e  d y n a s t y  c o in c id e s  w i t h  t h e  B r a h m a n i e a l  

t o t a l  o f  1 5 3 — 2 0 =  1 3 3 .  N o w  a d d i n g  1 0 0  y e a r s  f o r  t h e  N a n d a s ,  a n d  8 5  

f o r  t h e  t h r e e  M a u r y a  m o n a r c h s  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  B u d d h i s t s )  w e  g e t  

a  t o t a l  c f  e i t h e r  3 1 8  o r  3 2 2 ,  d e d a c t i n g  w h i c h  f r o m  6 0 3 ,  w e  g e t  B .C .  

2 8 5  o r  2 8 ]  f o r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  A s o k a ,  w h i c h  d a t e  w e  c a n n o t  r e d a c e  

o n  a n y  a c c o u n t ; t h e  m o r e  s o  a s  S a m p r a t i ,  h i s  g r a n d s o n ,  a s c e n d e d  t h e  

t h r o n e  o n  b i s  d e a t h  in  2 3 5  A . V ,  =  2 9 2  B .C . ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  J a i n a  

a u t h o r i t i e s .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  a  f e w  y e a r s ,  w h i c h  w e  c a n  a f f o r d  t o  

i g n o r e ,  w a s  p r e s u m a b l y  c a u s e d  b y  t b e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  

Panranic m a n u s c r i p t s ;  f o r  W i l s o n  a n d  H a l l  h a d  t o  t r a n s l a t e  a n d  e d i t  

t h e  “  V i s h n u  P a r a n a  ”  f r o m  c o r r o p t  c o p ie s ,  a s  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  r e a d i n g s  

t h e y  g i v e  f r o m  t h e m  s h o w .

I u  t h e  C h i n e s e  Tripitika a l s o ,  w e  f in d  2 1 8  A .B .  a s  t h e  y e a r  w h e n  

A s o k a  w a s  c r o w n e d .  F o r  t h o u g h  o t h e r  y e a r s ,  s u c h  a s  1 1 6 ,  1 1 8 ,  a n d  1 3 0

A . B .  a r e  g i v e n ,  2 1 8  i s  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  d a t e ,  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  

Sudarsana-Vibhadia-Vinaya o f  B u d d h a g h o s a ,  w h i c h  w a s  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  

C h i n e s e  i n  A .D .  4 8 9 .  B u d d h a g h o s a  w e n t  t o  C e y l o n  f r o m  G a y a  i n  

a b o u t  4 3 0  A .D .  a n d  t h e n  t o  B a r m a h  in  4 5 0 .  H i s  d a t e  o f  A s o k a  t h e r e ­

f o r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  r e l ia b le ,  a s  h e  m n s t  h a v e  h e a r d  i t  in  t h e  m o n a s t e r y  

o f  M a h & b o d 'n i, n o w  B o d h - G a y a ,  n e a r  w h ic h  h e  w a s  b o r n .

I n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  f a c t s  a n d  f ig u r e s  a b o v e  m e n t io n e d ,  t h e r e  c a n n o t  

b e  a n y  d o u b t  t h a t  A s o k a  a s c e n d e d  t h e  t h r o n e  b e t w e e n  3 2 9  a n d  3 2 5

B . C .  Y o u  c a n n o t  t h e r e f o r e  d r a g  h i m  d o w n  b y  66 o r  7 0  y e a r s  o n  t h e  

a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  S a n d r a c o t t u s  w a s  C h a n d r a g u p t a ,  t h e  f i r s t  M a u r y a  

e m p e r o r ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  P r iy a d a r p i  i s  s a id  t o  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d ,  in  a  f e w  

i n s c r i p t i o n s ,  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  f iv e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  k i n g s  o f  G r e e o e .  I  d o u b t  

t h a t  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n s ,  in  w l i i c h  t h e  Yona k i n g s  a r e  m e n t i o n e d ,  w e r e  e v e r  

p u b l i s h e d  b y  A s o k a  H .

M r . Y .  A .  S m i t h , a  g r e a t  a u t h o r i t y  o n  a n t i q u a r i a n  s u b j e c t s ,  t o  

w h o m  I  s u b m i t t e d  m y  f i r s t  a n d  r o u g h  n o t e  o n  the Identification of 
Sandracottus with Asoka, r e m a r k e d  o n  2 6 t h  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 9 7 ,  t h a t  m y  

“  d a t e  o f  A s o k a  P i y a d a s i  o f  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n s  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  o n  a c c o u n t  

o f  t h e  s y n c h r o n i s m  o f  t h e  G r e e k  k i n g s .  T h e  d e a t h s  o f  t h e  f i v e  

G r e e k  k i n g s ,  m e n t io n e d  i n  E d i c t  X I I I . ,  r a n g e  f r o m  B .C .  2 6 2  t o  B .C .  

2 3 9  ( s u b j e c t  t o  a  v a r i a t i o n  o f  a  y e a r  o r  t w o  in  d i f f e r e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s ) .  

T h i s  s y n c h r o n i s m  is  t h e  c e r t a i n  k e y  t o  t h e  c h r o n o l o g y  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  

t b e  E d i c t s ,  w h o  c a l l s  h i m s e l f  P i y a d a s i ,  a n d  w h o  w a s  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  

k n o w n  a s  A s o k a ,  t h e  A y u  o f  t h e  C h in e s e  p i l g r i m s .  T b e  p a s s a g e  in  E d i c t  

X I I I .  o f  t h e  S a b b a z - g a r h i  v e r s io n ,  e d i t e d  b y  B u h l e r  i n  ( E p i g r a p h i a  

I n d i c a *  ( V o l .  I I . ,  p .  4 7 1 )  i s  a s  f o l l o w s : — ‘ A n d  K i n g  P r i y a d a r s i ,  

b e l o v e d  o f  t h e  g o d s ,  b e in g  a n o in t e d ,  in  b i s  8t h  y e a r  c o n q u e r e d  t h e  

c o u n t r y  o f  K a l i n g a .  A n r i t h a t  c o n q u e s t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  b y  t h e  b e l o v e d  

o f  t b e  g o d s ,  b o t h  h e r e  in his empire a n d  o v e r  a l l  h i s  n e i g h b o u r s ) ,  viz 
t h e  c o n q u e s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  s a c r e d  l a w  e v e n  a s  f a r  a s  s i x  h u n d r e d  yoganas) 
6



v fh e r p  t t a  t h e . T o w *  c a l l e d  A f o t iy o k a ,  d w e l l s #  a q i t  b e p a n i l t h i s

A p t  jy o k a * . w h e r e ,  t b *  f o u r  k i n g s ,  d w e l l ,  v ie . ,  l i e  c a l l e d  T u ta r o a y a *  b e . ,  

c a U e d ' A n t i k i n i j . h e i c a l l e d  M a k a ,  a n d  h a  c a l l e d  A i i k a s a a d a r a j ,  f n r t h e n o * <  

to . t b e c f lo u .t h ,  < W **................

“  M a k a ,  w h o  a s s u m e d  in d e p e n d e n c e ,  in  B .C .  2 8 5 ,  o n  t h e  d e a t h  o f ,  

P t p l e n i y  S o t e r ,  d i e d  in  I$ .C *  2 5 8 .  F r o m  t b e  t i m e  o f  L a s s e n ,  o n , ,t h e  f i v e  

K i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  id e n t i f i e d  a s -r -

A u t i o e k u *  I L  o f ' S y r i a  ( T h e o s )

P t o l e m y  I I 2 o f ‘E g y p t  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a )

A & t ig o M S  G o n a t n s  o f t  M a c e d o n ia  

M a g a s  o l  < f y r e a e  

A l e x a n d e r  o f  E p i r u s  . . .

T h e r e  w a s  o n l y  o n e  M a g a s ;  a n d  t h e  l im i t in g ,d a t e s *  a r e . t lw i8'>b& ye»d  1 
d i s p u t e , ,

“  A c c o r d i n g  t o  B G h le r ,  A s o k a ’s  c o n v e r s io n  t o  B u d d h i s m  t o o k  p la p e ,  

in  h i s  2 9 t h  (P  4 5 t h )  y e a r ,  ( E p i g r a p h i a ,  I n d i e s ,  I I , , .  p . . 2 4 6 L ), I f  t h i ^ b e t  

c o r r e c t ,  t h e  l i m i t i n g  d a t e s  g i v e n  b y  t h e  M a g a s . d a t e ,  a r e :— A s o k a ’̂  

a c c e s s io n  =  2 § 5  +  2 8 = 3 1 3  B . C . ; 2 5 8  +  2 8 = 2 3 6 .  T h e s e  d a t e s  a c a e a r l i e r  

t h a n  t h e  d a t e  B .C .  2 $ 9 ,  w h i c h  i s  c o m m o n ly  a d o p t e d  i n  f o r g e t f u ln e s s * ,  

o f  t h e  f a c t ,  t h a t  M a g a s  d i e d  , in  .B .C . 2 5 8 .  B u t  t h e y  d o  n o t  t$ k e>  n #  

b a c k  t o  B .C .  3 2 5 . ”

I  f e e l  t h a n k f f t l  t o  M r . S m i t h  w h o ,  in  d i s a g r e e i n g  w i t h . m a  o n  t h e ,  

g r o u u d  o f  t h e  f i v e  G r e e k  K i n g s ,  y e t  f o u n d  r e a s o n  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e ,M a g ^ 9« 

d a t e  a lo n e  i n v a l i d a t e s  t h e  c o m m o n  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  B .C .  2 5 9  a s  t h e  d a t e  

o f  A s o k a V  c o r o n a t io n .  B u t  b e f o r e  I  p r o c e e d  t o  d e a l  w i t l i  t h e  f i v e  

Yona o r  Yavana K i n g s ,  I  m a y  p r e m is e  b y  o b s e r v i n g  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  

m e n t io n e d  in  t h e  E d i c t s  a t  K h a l s i ,  S a b a z g u r h i*  a n d  o t h e r  o u t l y i n g  

p l a c e s ,  a n d *  i n  c h a r a c t e r s  s o m e w h a t  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  o t h e r s ,  t b e  E ^ h a ls i  

a n d  S n b b a z g u r h i  v e r s i o n s  b e i n g  r e n d e r e d  in  t h e  s o - c a l l e d -  Kharoshti' 
o r  A r ia n o * P a l ^  a l p h a b e t .  T h e  G ir n a r  a n d  D h a u l i  c h a r a c t e r s  aj*e a l s o  

i n  s o m e w h a t  v a r i a n t  s h a p e .

N o  p n e i  h a s  y e t  t p r o v e d  t h a t  P r i y a d a r s i  <(P.dli P i y a d a s i )  - w a s -a ^ p 00- 

p^r* n a m e , , a s . s n j ip p c t t d  b y  P r o f e s s o r  W i l s o n ,  w h o  . o b s e r v e d  ? i* «  t h * »  

Asiatic Journal of Bengal, t h a t i “  t h e  t e r m  ( P f y a d a m )  i s i  e y » d e n t ly < e « ; ,  

e p i t h e t  < a p p jie d  tto  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  i n d i v i d e e l ,  a n d in o f c t h e  p r o p e r  d e s i g n e r • 

t io :n > p £ e P # P 0B8<>B e x c l u s i v e l y . ”  R h y s  D a v i d s  a l s o  d o u b t s  ;wbefcblert i t  w a  

a ^ p ffo p e r in a m e t .a n 4  s o l e l y ,  e n j o y e d  Jby, A s o k a  I I . ,  a n d  bjjr n o  o n e  e j* « v  P r o - ,  

f e s a o r  W i l s o n , ,  i n  c r i t i c i s i n g  t h e ,  i d e n t i f i c a t io n  o f , M r i P r in ce p s* ~ w fe< M e »  

P a # d i t ,  K a m a l& ik a n ta ^ f ir s t  d e c ip h e r e d  t h ePxUi in s c r ip t io n s * ”? o b s e r v e d  t b a t .  

“ n e i t h e r  o £  t h e s e ; e p i t h e t s ( P r i y a d a r s a n a  o r ( S u d a r .s a q a )  i s  e x c l u s i v e l y ,  

r e s t r i c t e d  to , A s o k a ?  e v e n  i f  , t h e y  w e r e  e v e r  a p p l i e d  t o  h i m .  T h a t  t h e ? ,  

w e r e  s o  a p p l i e d  f t o  h i m  i s  r e n d e r e d  d o u b t f u l  b y  c h r o n o lo g iq a J . d t f S o a l t i e a ,  

o f  ; W . b i o h .? t i s i n p f c ^ w  t o  d i s p p s e ,  P r i y a d a r s i  a p p e a r *  t o  h fc r e  l i t e d  

e i t b e f f ; a t t t t a 0& i * M i w 0 w i^ h ,  o r .  s u b s e q u e n t  t o ,  A n t i o c h u e  ( M 3 4 8 ? )

B . € :  2 6 1 — 2 4 6 .

„  2 8 5 — 2 4 7 .

„  2 7 7 — 2 8 9 .

„  2 8 5 — 2 5 8 .

„  27 & i - a b m it * 2 6 0 .*



B . C J  i s  r e c o r d e d  o f  t h i s  p r in c e  ( A n t i o c h u s ,  t h e  G r e a t ) 't h a t J h e  i n -  

" v a d e d  I n d i a  a n d  f o r m e d  a n  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  i t s  s o v e r e i g n ,  n a m e d  b y  ■ t h e  

G r e e k  w r i t e r s ,  S o p h s g a s e n a s . ”  T h e  s e c o n d  P t o l e m y  S o  t e r  m a d e  M a g a s ,  

h i s  s o n - i n - l a w ,  r n l e r  o f  G y r e n e  in  3 0 8  B .C .  “  I t  s e e m s  'm o r e  l i k e l y ' h e r e  

a s  in  t h e - c a s e  o f  M a g a s ,  t h a t  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  M im e s  f8« n o : e v i d e n c e  o f  

s y n c h r o n i s m ,  a n d  a r i s e s  f r o m  t h e  n a m e  ( A l e x a n d e r )  b e i d g  f a m i l i a r l y  

- k n o w n  w i t h o u t  a i t y  e x a c t  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  b y  w h o m  t h e y * w e r e  

'b orn e*  * S o 6h s e e r a s  to  b e - t h e  c a s e  a l s o  w i t h  r e s p e d t  t o  ' A n t i g o n u s . . . .  

-T b e  l t t t t e r ; p 4 r t  o f h i s ’ c a r e e r  'W as c o n f in e d  t o  A s i a  M i n o r  a n d  G t e e c e ;  

■and h e  w a s  k i l l e d  in  B .C .  *301 . H e  w a s  c o n t e n i p o m o y  ‘ w i t h  th e ' i ir & t  

P t d e m y . . I t  c a n ' b e  o n l y  t h e  f ir £ t  A n t i g o n a s ,  '’w h o s e * d e s ig n a t io n  

• r e a c h e d  a n  lr id t a n  - p r in c e ;  a n d  t h e  m e n t io n  d f  'h i m  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  

^ w ith  > P t o le m y , A n t i o c h  u s ,  M a g a s ,  e n d  A l e x a n d e r ,  & lf to w * « fo a r ly  t b a t ' t h e  

• e h r o n o J o g y  o f  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n s  w a s  u t t e r l y  a t  f a u l t ,  i f  i t  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  

‘a s s i g n  s ' c o n t e m p o r a r y  e x i s t e n c e  t o  p r in e e s  w h o  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o o g h  

a t ' l e a & t v a n  i n t e r v a l  o f  a c e n t u r y .  W e ' m u s t  l o o k ,  t h e r e f o r e , 'n o t * t o f d a t ib  

b u t  t o  t h e  i m p o r t a n e e  o f  n a m e s ,  -n n< l t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  *6f  « th e ir  ' h a v i n g  

b e c o m e  k n o w n  in  I n d i a ,  f o r  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  ' t h e  / p e r s o n s  i n t e n d e d .  

U n d e r  t h i s  v i e w  l - s h o u l d  r e f e r  A l e x a n d e r  t o  A l e x a n d e r  t h e  G r e a t ,

- A v t t ig o u u s  t o  h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  M a g u s  t o  t h e  s o n - i n - l a w  o f  P t o l e m y  P h i h i -  

d e l p h n s ,  P t o l e m y  t o  e i t h e r  o r  a l l  o f  ‘t h e  f i r s t  f o n t  p r in c e s  o f  E g y p t ,  a n d  

> A n t i e c h o s  t o  t h e  o n l y ’o n e  o f  t h e  n u m b e r ,  w h o ,  w e - k n o w  ' f r o m  c l a s s i c a l

, r e c o r d ,  d i d  v i s i t  I n d i a . ................ H i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s  save o p p o s e d  t o  t h e

• m a in t e n a n c e  o f  a n y  f r i e n d l y  o o n n e o t io u  b e t w e e n  t h e sp r i n « e s ' o f  l o d i a ^ n d

§ y r i a  d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  A n t i o c h  n s  T b e o s ........................ I t  i s  e n o u g h  f o r  u s

t o d e t e r n j j n e ' t h a t  A s o k a  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  e o n  t e m p o r a r y  o f

- A n t i o c h  n  8 t h e  G r e a t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c h r o n o l o g y ' o f  t h e  B r a h m a n s  a n d  

t h e  B u d d h i s t s .  T h a t  P r i y a d a r s i  w a s  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  o f  A n t i o c h u s  o r  

e v e n ' p o s t e r i o r ' t o  h i m  i s  e v i d e n t  f r o m  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  

P j y a d a s i  a n d  A s o k a  c a n  n o t  b e  o n  a ,p e r s o n .

1' T h e  t e r m  ”  ( P iy a c la s i )  “  i s  e v i d e n t l y  a n  e p i t h e t  a p p l i e d  t o  m o r e

1 t h a n  o n e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a n d  n o t  t h e  p r o p e r  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  o u e  p e r s o n  e x ­

c l u s i v e l y .......... A  m o n a r c h  t o  w h o m  a l l  I n d i a  e x c e p t  t h e  e x t r e m e  s o u t h

w a s  s u b j e c t ,  m u s t  s u r e l y  h a v e l e f t  s o m e  m o r e  p o s i t i v e  t r a c e s  c f  h i s  e x i s t -  

e n c e  t h a n  a  m e r e  e p i t h e t ,  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  t o  h i s , g o o d  lo o k s ,  a n d  s h a r e d  

w i t h  m a n y  o t h e r s  o f  e q u a l l y  p l e a s i n g  a p p e a r a n c e .”  t ’r i n c e p s ’ “  I n d i a n  

A n t i q u i t i e s ^ ’ v o l .  I I . ,  p p .  2 4  t o  2 8 .

G e n e t t i l  M a i s e y ,  in  h i s  “ S a n c h i  a n d  i t s  R e m a i n s , ”  p p .  12 a n d  2 ,

‘it t iiltU M iiiB 'tb fe t"  t h e r e  rs n o  s o f f i e i e n t  p r o o f  t h a t  t h e  D e v a n a m p i y a  o f

>si h e f E d i C t s  isHhe < A s o k a  o f  h i s t o r y . ”

J* ,Geii»Wll‘Cunningham  disproved th is assum ption from the  fact of the Oinission 
f-of’th e 'ttia se  df -Euthedeftms' 6f 'Bactrfa, the  nearest Greek prince on the  fron tie r Of 

India. I t  is equally disproved by the reference to the  governors of the  frontier (Seim- 
■ ««fcHH»d &U»tfto)of-Antioohaa, 'which Shows th a t th «  revolt of the  eastern provinces 
. nn lier Died eta#, Pautaleon and AnfciOchus had no t th en  taken  place.—i Cort>wtJ 

Inecriptionum Indicarum, p. 5.



F r o m  i h e  a b o v e  q u o t a t io n s  i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  i t  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  

p r o v e d  t h a t  t h e  P r i y a d a r s i  i n s c r i p t i o n s  w e r e  w r i t t e n  b y  o n e  K i n g  o n l y , *  

n a m e l y ,  A s o k a ,  a n d  n o t  b y  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s  a n d  s u c c e s s o r s .  T h e  e x i s t ­

e n c e  o f  s o m e  in s c r i p t i o n s ,  r e c o r d e d  b y  D a s a r a t h a ,  h i s  g r e a t  g r a n d s o n ,  

i n  t h e  B a r & b a r  ( N i g i r j a n i )  c a v e s ,  s h o w s  t h a t  A s o k a  w a s  i m i t a t e d  i n  

t h i s  r e s p e c t  b y  a t  l e a s t  o n e  o f  h i s  d e s c e n d a n t s .  W h e n  s u c h  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  

w h a t  p r e v e n t s  u s  f r o m  in f e r r i n g  t h a t  o t h e r s  m i g h t  h a v e  l e f t  l a p i d a r y  

r e c o r d s  in  t h e  w a y  A s o k a  P r i y a d a r s i  d id  ? T h e  H a t i  G u m p h a  i n s c r i p t i o n  

a t  K h a n d a g i r i ,  O r i s s a ,  w h ic h  r e c o r d s  t h e  M a u r y a  e r a ,  a n d  t h e  B u d r a -  

d & m a  i n s c r i p t i o n  a t  G ir n a r ,  w h i c h  m e n t i o n s  b o t h  C h a n d r a g u p t a  a n d  

A s o k a ,  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l a p i d a r y  r e c o r d s  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b e f o r e  

a n d  a f t e r  h im .  M r .  V .  A .  S m i t h ,  l a t e  C h i e f  S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  G o v e r n ­

m e n t  o f  t h e  N o r t h - W e s t e r n  P r o v i n c e  a n d  O u d h ,  in  h i s  “  R e m a i n s  n e a r  

K a s i&  ”  o b s e r v e s  : “  t h a t  e m p e r o r  ( A s o k a  I I . )  h a s  o b t a in e d  c r e d i t  f o r  

m o r e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a n  a n y  s o v e r e i g n  c o n ld  p o s s i b l y  h a v e  e r e c t e d .* ’ 

T h e  f a c t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h a t  t h e s e  P r iy a d a r .s i  m o n u m e n t s  w e r e  n o t  

e r e c t e d  b y  o n e  k i n g  o n l y ,  b u t  b y  a t  l e a s t  t w o ,  i f  n o t  m o r e .

B e a r i n g  i n  m in d  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  m o r e  P r i y a d a r s i s  t h a n  o n e  a s  

t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  in s c r i p t i o n s ,  I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  m e n t io n  o f  t h e  f i v e  

G r e e k  k i n g s ,  w h o s e  c o n t e m p o r a n e i t y  i s  d o n b t f a l ,  s h o u l d  n o t  s w a y  

a n y  c o n c l u s i o n s  t o  b e  d e d u c e d  b y  s t r i c t  l o g i c .  T h e  O r i e n t a l i s t s  g e n e ­

r a l l y  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  f iv e  Y o n a  k i n g s  ; b u t  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  a n d  

m o r e  a u t h e n t i c  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  2 n d  E d i c t ,  in  t h e  2 n d  v o l . ,  p . 4 6 6 ,  o f  t b e  

'* E p i g r a p h i a  I n d i c a , ”  i t  i s  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  “ E v e r y w h e r e  in  t h e  e m p i r e  o f  

K i n g  P r i y a d a r s i ,  b e l o v e d  o f  t h e  G o d s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a m o n g  t h o s e  n a t i o n s  

t h a t  w e r e  h i s  n e i g h b o u r s — s u c h  a s  t h e  C h o la s ,  P a n d y a s ,  t h e  S a t i y a p u t a ,  

t h e  K e r a l a p u t a ,  T a m b a p a n n i— t h e  Y o n a  k i n g  c a l l e d  A n t iy o k 'a ,  a s  w e l l  a s

a m o n g  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  t h e  v a s s a l  K i n g s  o f  t h a t  A n t i y o k a , ......................

f o u n d e d  t w o  k i n d s  o f  h o s p i t a l s  f o r  m e u  a n d  a n i m a l s . ”  E d i c t  X I V . , 

w h i c h  i s  a  s o r t  o f  s u m m a r y  o f  a l l  t h e  im p e r ia l  p r o c la m a t i o n s ,  e x p r e s s l y  

s a y s ,  t h a t  “  t h e  w h o l e  w a s  e n g r a v e d  a t  o n e  t i m e  f r o m  a n  a u t h e n t i c  

c o p y ,  i s s u e d  d o u b t l e s s  u n d e r  t h e  r o y a l  m a n d a t e ,  b y  a  s c r ib e ,  lipikdra, 

a n d  Pandita, o f  a  n a m e  n o t  e a s i l y  d e c i p h e r e d .”  B u t  P r in c e p s ,  i n  h i s  

“  I n d ia n  A n t i q u i t i e s , ”  v o l .  I I . ,  p .  1 9 , o b s e r v e s  : “  t h a t  t h e  e d i c t s  a r e  o f  

d i f f e r e n t  d a t e s ,  i s  p r o v e d  b y  t h e  a c t u a l  m e n t i o n  o f  t h e  y e a r s  o f  P i y a d a s i ’s  

r e i g n ,  in  w h ic h  s e v e r a l  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d .  T w o  o f  t h e m  a r e  d a t e d  i n  t h e

t e n t h ,  a n d  t w o  in  t h e  t w e l f t h  a f t e r  h i s  abhisheka o r  c o r o n a t i o n ............ t h e

r e m a in d e r  g e n e r a l l y  b e a r i n g  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  2 7 t h  y e a r — a n d  o n e  c o n ­

t a i n i n g  b o t h ,  a s  i f  c o n t r a d i c t i n g  a t  t h e  l a t t e r  e p o c h  w h a t  h a d  b e e n

p u b l i s h e d  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  b e f o r e .......... F r o m  t h i s  e v i d e n c e ,  w e  m u s t  c o n c l u d e

t h a t  t h e  G u z e r a t  a n d  K a t a k  i n s c r i p t i o n s  h a v e  s l i g h t l y  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  i n  

a n t i q u i t y  o v e r  t h e  Lat* o f  D e l h i  a n d  A l l a h a b a d ; b u t  a g a i n ,  in  t h e  o r d e r  

o f  s e q u e n c e ,  w e  f in d  t h e  e d i c t s  o f  t h e  t w e l f t h  y e a r  p r e c e d i n g  t h o s e  o f  

t h e  t e n t h  ; a n d  w e  l e a r n  e x p r e s s l y  f r o m  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  e d i c t ,  t h a t  t h e

* B ut m any regnal years are given, whioh indioate th a t  the  whole series, (o r  
m ost of it)  belonged to  one reign. The au thor of the  Edicts had a  long re ign  exoeed. 
ing  37 years, and is identified by the Chinese w ith Asoka.— V, A. 8.



w h o l e  w a s  e n g r a v e n  a t  o u e  t i m e . ” *  “  T h e s e  r e l i g i o u s  e d i c t s  h a v e  b e e n  

w r i t t e n  b y  o r d e r  o f  k i n g  P r i y a d a r s i n ,  b e lo v e d  o f  t h e  G o d s ,  under a fvnny 
w h e t h e r  a b r id g e d  o r  e x p a n d e d .  F o r  m y  e m p i r e  i s  n o t  s u i t a b l e  i n  e v e r y  

p la c e .  F o r  m y  e m p ir e  i s  l a r g e  a n d  m u c h  h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n ,  a n d  I  s h a l l  

w r i t e  m o r e .” — “ E p i g r a p h i a  I n d i c a , ” v o l .  I I . ,  p .  4 6 7 .  T h i s  p l a i n l y  

s h o w s  t h a t  t h i s  e d i c t  w a s  n o t  t h e  l a s t ; f o r  e v i d e n t l y  i t  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  

o t h e r s ,  e i t h e r  b y  h i m s e l f  o r  h i s  s u c c e s s o r s .

T h e r e  a r e  r o c k - e d i c t s ,  o f  w l i i c h  N o .  I I I .  w a s  p r o c la im e d  in  t h e  1 2 t h  

y e a r ; I V \ — 1 2 t h ;  V . -  1 3 t h ;  V I I I . — 1 0 t h  ; X I l I . - 8th  y e i r  o f  P r i y a -  

d a r s i ’s  r e i g n .  T h e  s h o r t n e s s  o f  t h e s e  r e g n a l  d a t e s  t h r o w s  a  d o u b t  t h a t  

t h e y  b e l o n g e d  t o  A s o k a .  T h e r e  a r e  p i l l a r  e d i c t s ,  g e n e r a l l y  p u b l i s h e d  i n  

t h e  2 7 t h  y e a r  a f t e r  h i s  c o r o n a t io n ,  w h i c h  p r o b a b ly  b e lo n g e d  t o  A s o k a  

a l o n e ; w h i l e  t h e  r o c k  e d i c t s  m a y  r e f e r  t o  h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  f r o m  t h e  

s h o r t n e s s  o f  t h e  r e g n a l  d a t e s ,  p r e s u m a b ly  o f  S a m p r a t i ,  w h o ,  b e in g ,  a  

J a i n a ,  m e n t i o n s  h o s p i t a l s  o f  t w o  k i n d s — o n e  f o r  m e n ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  f o r  

a n i m a l s — f r o m  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  f a c t  o f  t h e  J a i n a  d o c t r in e  o f  c o m p a s s i o n  

t o w a r d s  a n i m a l s  a n d  m u t e  c r e a t u r e s .  T h e  lo n g  i n t e r v a l  a n d  t h e  a b s e n c e  

o f  a n y  r e c o r d s ,  f r o m  t h e  1 3 t h  y e a r  o f  t h e  r o c k  e d i c t s  t o  t h e  2 7 t h  o f  t h e  

p i l l a r ,  m e a n s ,  i f  i t  m e a n s  a n y t h i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  t w o  s e t s  o f  i n s c r i p t i o n s  

c a n n o t  b e  a s c r ib e d  t o  o n e  k in g .

P r o f .  S e n a r t  o b s e r v e s  t b a t  t h e  e d i c t s  w e r e  e n g r a v e d  a t  v a r io u s  

t i m e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  a s  t h e  k i n g  j u d g e d  i t  o p p o r t u n e  t o  p r o m u lg a t e  n e w  

o n e s ,  a s  p r o v e d  b y  t h o s e  a t  D h a u l i  a n d  J a u g a d a ,  w h ic h  a g r e e  w i t h  o t h e r  

v e r s i o n s  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  f i r s t  t e n  e d i c t s ,  b u t  h a v e  n o t  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  

r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  l l t h ,  1 2 t h  a n d  I 3t b .—Indian Antiquary f o r  J u l y  1 8 9 1 ,  

p .  2 8 5 .  “ T h e i r  p r e s e r v a t io n  o n  r o c k s  a n d  p i l l a r s  t h e r e f o r e  m a s t  b e  r e ­

g a r d e d  a s  r e s u l t i n g  fr o m  a n  a f t e r - o r d e r ,  w h e n  s o m e  r e - a r r » n g e m e n t  w a s  

p r o b a b l y  m a d e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t s . ’1—  

P r i n c e p s ,  “  A n t i q u i t i e s , ”  v o l .  I I , p . 1 9 .  B u t  t h i s  a f t e r - o r d e r  m i g h t  h a v e  

b e e n  i s s u e d  m o s t  p r o b a b ly  b y  t h e  s u c c e s s o r  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o m u lg a t o r  

o f  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n s .

N o w  M r . S m i t h ’s  r e m a r k ,  q u o t e d  a b o v e ,  t h a t  t h e  M a g a s  d a t e  a lo n e  

l i m i t s  t h e  P r i y a d a r s i  e p o c h  t o  B .C .  3 1 3 - 2 8 6 ,  t h r o w s  a  d o u b t  o n  t h e  d a t e

B .C .  2 5 9  “  w h i c h  i s  c o m m o n l y  a d o p t e d  in  f o r g e t f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

M a g a s  d i e d  in  B .C .  2 5 8 . ”  P r o f .  W i l s o n  h a s  s h o w n  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  

t h e  f i v e  G r e e k  n a m e s  b e i n g  t h e  r e m i n i s c e n c e  o f  w e l l - k n o w n  k in g s ,  h e a r d  

b y  P r i y a d a r s i ’s  o f f ic e r s ,  I  t h i n k ,  n e a r  C a b u l ,  w h i c h  w a s  c e d e d  b y  

S e l e n c u s  a f t e r  h i s  d e f e a t  i n  a b o u t  B .C .  3 1 0 .  T h e  p a s s a g e  i n  E d i c t  

N o .  I I .  s h o w s  t h a t  A n t i y o k a  h a d  sdmanta o r  sdmino g o v e r n o r s  in  t h e  

f r o n t i e r  p r o v in c e s ,  w h i c h  i s ,  I t h i n k ,  p a r a p h r a s e d  a n d  a m p l i f i e d  i n  

E d i c t  X I I I .  a s  “  Par an cha tena Antiyokena chatura I F ,  r a j a n e T h i s  

f a c t  s h o w s  t h a t  A n t i y o k a  w a s  c lo s e r  t o  I n d i a  t h a n  t h e  f o u r  o t h e r s ,  w h o  

w e r e ,  i f  n o t  h i s  s u b o r d in a t e  g o v e r n o r s ,  a t  a n y  r a t e  sdmanta, t h a t  i s  

s u b o r d i n a t e  k i n g s  “  v a s s a l - k i n g s  o f  t h a t  A n t i y o k e  ”  ( a s  t r a n s l a t e d  i n  

“  E p i g r a p h i a  I n d i c a , ”  v o l .  I I . ,  p .  4 6 6 )  i n  t h e  b o r d e r la n d ,  b e y o n d  h i s  

d o m in io n s .  H e  w a s  t h e r e f o r e  in  t h e  p r o m in e n t  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  e m p e r o r



P r iy a & a r s i .  W lr o  w a s  A n t i  y o k e  t h e n  ? H e - c a t t a o t ib e  A n t i o e h n s  (t h e  

G r e d t ,  a s t b d t  m o n a r c h  l i v e d  t o o  U t e v*.5 * h o w n :b y  G e n e r a l 'A f o x a n d e r  

C u n n in g h a m .  T b e  o t h e r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  k i n g s  w e r e  'M a g u s ,  *tfe<e s d n -  

i n - l a w  o f  ' P t o l e m y  P h i l a d e l p h n s  d f  E g y p t ; 'A n  t i t  in i  ‘a s  lA n t t o e b n s

I . ,  a n d  'A le x a n d e r ,  e i t h e r  A l e x a n d e r ’s  e o n  o r  K a s s a n d e r .  / T h e s e  

' i n s c r i p t i o n s  a p p e a r  t o  'h a v e  b e e n  i s s u e d  a f t e r  t b e  d e f e d t  6f  S e t e t t e n s

N i c a t o r  b a t  b e f o r e  ( h e  r e b e l l i o n  o f  'D t o d d t n s ,  <fcc. t& h B a c o s  ‘<s 

n o t  " m e n t io n e d  in  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n s ,  b a t  ' h i s  S B eee ss& r  A r i t t o c h a s .  

'H j6 v a s t  e m p i r e  w as^  u n d i v i d e d ,  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  A s i a  • 'M in er  4 o  y4fe e  

'b o r d e r  ' 6f  ' I n d ia ,—Lin  r e l a t i o n  a n d  c o m  p a r t  s o n  'to w h io h  t h e  O ib e r  

b r in g s  * w e re  in d e e d  <Sa m a n  t o  'R a j  a s ,  b e i n g  o f  l e s s - im p o r t a n c e .  ' B g y p t ’-w a s  

n o t r o f a  l a r g e ' e x t e n t ;  M a c e d o n ia  b a d  e v e n ' a  l e s s e r  a r e a ,  i w h i l e  O y r e a e  

a r d  E p ir u s 'w e r e * 8o  s m a l l  a n d  d i s t a n t ,  b e i n g  ; n o t ’l a r g e  «e n o u g h  to * e q t ta l  

a n  In d ia n *  d i s t r i c t , :  t h a t  I  v e r y  m n c h  d o u b t  t h a t  t a n ‘I n d i a n s  > ev«r  I b e a r d  

' t h e i r  o r  t h e i r  - k in g s ’ n a m e s .  T h e  f a c t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h a t  t h e  ‘a u t h o r a r  

‘r a t h e r  a d t h o r s  o f 1 t b e  e d h H s ’ h e a r d  b u t  v e r y ' v a g n o l y  t h e  r n a m e s  o f - t h e  

' f o m r d t h e r 'k in g s , 'h e n c e ^  t h e y  w e r e  h i n t e d  a t  a s  Sdmunta ( v a s s a l  ' k i n g s )  

in  t h e  s e c o n d  e d i c t .  A n d  s o ,  t o  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  ‘t h e y  t r e v a i a o  

b e t t e r  t h a n  'Sumanta o r  S i im t n o  R a j n s ,  f r o n t i e r  k i n g s , ‘w h o 1 o c c u p y ' s u b ­

o r d in a t e  p o s i t i o n s  a s  s h o w n  in  E d i c t s  I I . a n d S H I ,

T h e  d a t e s  o f  t h e  f iv e  Y o n a  k i n g s  c o n t e m p o r a r y ' w i t h  P r i y a d a r s i ,  

' t h e  a d  £ h o r  o f  t h e ' E d i c t s  II*  a n ’d X I f l . ,  a s  id e n t i f i e d  b y  m e ,  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  

A n t i o c h u s  I . ,  2 8 0 - 2 6 1 ;  P t d l e m y  I I . ,  ’2 8 5 - 2 4 6 ;  A n t i  g o  bur, 2 P 7 7 - 2 3 9 ; 

M a g u s  3 0 8  ( o r  2 8 5 ) — 2 5 8  ; a n d  t h e  s o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t  c o n q u e r d r  i 3 m e n ­

t io n e d  t h e  la s t*  T h e s e  d a t e s ' I i m i t  t b e  a g e  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  ' t h e ’in s c r i p *

' iiosT s. T h e i r  a v e r a g e  a p p e a r s  t o ’b e  B .C .  2 8 0  a r id  2 6 0 .  'B u t  a s  ’A s o k a

I I .  d ie d  in  B .C .  2 9 2 ,  t h e  P r i y a d a r s i  e d i c t s ,  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  n a m e s  d f i i i e  

f i ve Yavana k i n g s ,  c a n n o t  b e  a s c r ib e d  t o ’h im .  S a m p r a t i , ' h i s  g r& n tisd k i, 

w a s  h o w e v e r  r e i g n i n g  a t  t h e t i m e .  H e  w a s  t h e .p & t r o n  d f  t h e  'J a in a s ,  

a n d  h e  d id  f o r  t h e  s e c t  o f  M a h a v i r a  ^ w lr tt H is  g r a n d f a t h e r  d i d ' f b r  

t h e  c a u s e  o f  B u d d h i s m .  H e  b u i l t  in n u m e r a b le  J a i n a  m o n t im t it f t s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  la n d  Of J a m b u d v i p a ,  a n d  s e n t  m is s i o n a r i e s  t o  'A n a r y a  

'( ’Y a v a n a )  c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e  ‘b e  p r o c la im e d  J a i n i s m  a s ' t h e  c r e e d  rif t*he 

d t a t e .  N o w  t h e  Asdk&mddna r e c o v B s  t h a t  A s d k a  s e i l t ^ i s  s o n  i& t t n a la ,  

t h e  f a t h e r  o f  S a m p r a t i ,  t o  q a e l l  a  r& >411ion  a n d  t o  g o v e r n  t t t  ‘’T a i f l a .  

T h a t  m u s t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  B .C .  3 0 0 ;  a n d  S a m p r & t i  ’m i g h t  h a v e  

m o s t  p r o b a b ly  h e a r d  o f  t h e  T o n a  k i n g s  f r o m  b i s ' f a t h e r  a n d  h i s  o f f i c e r s .  

'fSaiqprati is thus found to be Priyadursi,— t h e  p r o m u l g a t o r  o f ' t b e  t a t e r  

Tdli  e d i c t s  : a n d  ' t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  e x i s t e n c e ,  h i t h e r t o  

a s s u m e d ,  o f ’t h e  G r e e k  k i n g s ,  ib  t h u s  r e m o v e d .  & n d  t h e r e f o r e  ?t h e r e i s  

n o w  n o  n e c e s s i t y  o f  d r a g g i n g  d o w n  t h e ’a g e  o f  A s o k a  ’P r i y a d a r s i ,  W b to h  

1 'h t fv e  e s t a b l i s h e d  'b e y o n d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  d o d b t ,  a s  r a n g i n g  % t n n  

'B rO . 3 2 9 ' t o  29 fc .

t n  i h e  S a s s e r a m  a n d  R n p n a t h  e d i c t , *  t h e r e  i s  a  d a t e  g i v e n  a s  2 5 6

*  I t  fa>tntor>by “  m ore than*a-year " th an  th e  aefcive 'coturenfon of Brjyadafeai, 
•belonging to  th e  13th y e a r,-ea rlie r  than  which there  is no P rof.
Seaart j Ind. AnU, p. 286, Ju ly , 1301.



a f t e ^ t b a  R arin irF & ttfi^  o |»  B h a g a w a n ;  ( e i t h e r .  B u d d h a  o n  M a h a v ir & ) ,  

I f .r » ( e * r e d .  t o .  B o d d h a ’vfl d e a t h ,  w e .  g f t  2 8 7  B -G . a s  t h a .  y e a * i  w h e n  

S a m p r a t i , ,  f o l l o w i n g .  h ia  g r a n d f a t h e r ,1 m i g h t  h a r e  i s s u e d ,  t b e .  e d ic t s *  

B a t  i f  r e f  e r r e d ,  t o  h ia v N ir F a n a  i u . 5 6 4  B X J ., w e  g e t  3 0 8 *  w h e a * A s o k a i  w a *  

r e i g n i n g .  I f  w e  c a l c u l a t e  f r o m  ,M a h & v ir a !s  d e m is e s  2 7 1 .  B .O . i s .  f o o j n d t a *  

t b e  y e a r  w h e n  t h e  t w o  i n s c r i p t i o n s  w e r e  e n g r a v e d .  T h i s  y e a r  a l s o  f a l l s ,  

d u r i n g  th fe  r e i& n  o f  S i m p r a t i ,  w h o  m a y  w e l l  h a v e  o c c u p ie d  th 4e  t h r o n e  o f  

M fcg& d tat a t  l e a s t  s i x t e e n  y e a r s ,  w h e n  w e  r e m e m b e r  t ir e  d u r a t io n  o f  h i s  

p r e d e c e s s o r s *  r e i g n s ,  r a n g i n g  i t e m  3 7  t o  2 4 :  N o w  i h  t h e  l a t e r  P H y a -  

d a r s i e d i c t s  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  B f r d d h is t i e  t o  r e f e r  t o  A 'sofca  

a ld o* ,*  a s  i s  g e n e r a l? jr  a s s u m e d ’ bty t h e  O r i e n t a l i s t s .  T t n s  d a t e  o f  * 250  

t h e r e f o r e  d 6* s  n o t * i n v a l i d a t e  t h a d & t e s  of* A s o k a ,  B u d d h a ,  a n d 'M a h fc -  

v i r a ,  f 6r  t h e y  a r e  r a t b e r  s t r e n g t h e n e d ’ b |jr t h e  f ig u r e  a s  g i v e n  i n  thfe. 

e d to t S '  a t : S & ^ e r a m  »and  ’R ta p n a t f t .

P r o f .  S e n a r t  o b s e r v e s  i f i  t h e  Indian Abtiquary, p .  2 8 5 ,  J u l y  1 8 9 1 ,  

t l f e t  t h e  C e y l o n e s e  c h r o n ic l e s  a t t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  4 t h  y e a r  ( a l w a y s  

c o u n t i n g  ft*otn t h e  c o r o n a t io n )  t h e  c o n v e r s io n ,  w h i c h  t h e  1 3 t h  E d i c t  

a t t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  n in t h  ; a n d ' t h e y  p l a c e  iu  t h e  7 t h  a n d  8t h  y e a r s  w h a t ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  S a s s e r a m ,  b e lo n g s  t o  t h e  . 11t h .  T h e s e  f a c t s  p la i n ly ,  

s h o w  t h a t  t h e y  c a n n o t  b e  a p p l i e d ' t o  o n e  k i n g .  A s  t h e  r o c k  e d i c t s  d o  

n e t  m e n t i o n  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  1 3 t h  y e a r ,  a n d ‘ a s  t h e  2 n d '  r o c k  e d i c t  m e n ­

t i o n s  t h e  h o s p i t a l  fo r  a u if n a ld ,  e v i d e n t l y  a  J a i n a  p r i n c i p l e , . i t  i s  m o r e .,  

t h a n  p r o b a b le  t h a t  S a m p r a t i ,  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r  iu  h i a  

p i l l a r  e d i c t s ,  e x t e n d e d ' t h e m  t o  t h e  c a v e s  a n d  r o c k s  fo r  w i d e r  c i r c u l a t i o n  

a o d .e x p & U 'ie d ^ t l ie  o b j e c t  A s o k a  h a d  i n , v i e w .

P .  0 . M CK flEM F.

THE GREAT LAW:
A  SroDjjr. o i  R e l ig io u s  O b k h n s . *

L j L T H O U Q H '  t h a  n a m e  ( o r  p s e u d o n y m )  of* th fe  a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  v e r y  

/ \ !- s t r i k i n g  a u d  v a l u a b l e  w o r k  i s  u n f a m i l i a r ,  y e t  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  th & t'  

h a - m u s t -  p o s s e s s  a n  e x t r e m e l y  t h o r o u g h  a n d  r ip e  a c q u a in t a n c e  w i t h  

t h e o s o p h 4 c a l  t e a c h i n g s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  b e  a n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  s t u d e n t  o f '  R e l i ­

g i o n  in  i t s  s y m b o l i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  in  i t s  e t h i c a l  a s p e c t s .

T o  t h e  t h e o s o p h i c a l  r e a d e r  t h e  b o o k  w i l l . b e  o f  g r e a t ,  i n t e r e s t  a n d  

e v e n  g r e a t e r  v a lu e ,  b o t h  f o r  i t s  e x c e e d i n g l y  a c c u r a t e  a n d  lu m in o u s  c h a p ­

t e r s  g i v i n g  t h e  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  m a n y  a  w o r ld - o ld  m y t h  a n d  s y m b o l ,  a s .  

w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n d  m o s t  c a r e f u l l y  v e r i f i e d  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  

i d e n t i t i e s  a n d  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  s y m b o l i s m ,  a n d  e t h i c s  o f  t h e .  g r e a t ,  

w o r l d - f a i t b s ,  w h ic h  o c c u p y  r a t h e r  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  i t s  p a g e s .  

B u t  t o  t h e  n o n - t h e o s o p h i c a l  i t  s h o u l d  b e  e v e n  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t ; f o r  

h a r d l y  a n y  o t h e r  s i n g l e  w o r k  h a s  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  s o  c o n v i n c i n g  a n  

a r r a y  o f  i n d i s p u t a b l e  e v i d e n c e  in  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l . p r o p o s i ­

t i o n s  t h a t  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  s p r i n g  f r o m  a  c o m m o n  r o o t .  H e n c e  t o .  o u r .

•  By W, W illiamson, London, Longmans, Green, & Co, Royal 8jvo»', ppt-431.



w o r k e r s  i a  t h e  w o r ld ,  a n d  t o  a l l  s t u d e n t s  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  i t  f o r m s  a n  i n d i s ­

p e n s a b le  w o r k  o f  r e f e r e n c e ,  w h i l e  m a n y  a n  o n e  w h o  w o u ld  s h r i n k  a w a y  

f r o m  t h e  n a m e  o f  T h e o s o p h y ,  in  t h e  a s n a l  i g n o r a n c e  w h i c h  p r e v a i l s  c o n ­

c e r n i n g  t h a t  t e a c h i n g ,  m a y  h a p l y  b e  l e d  t o  t h a t  g r e a t  s o u r c e  o f  l i g h t  

a n d  c o m f o r t  b y  i t s  a b le  a n d  a t t r a c t i v e  p a g e s .

A f t e r  a n  in t r o d u c t o r y  c h a p t e r ,  in  w h ic h  t h e  a u t h o r  p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  

n e e d  f o r  a  s c i e n c e  ©f R e l i g i o n  a n d  t o u c h e s  l i g h t l y  b n t  c l e a r l y  u p o n  

s o m e  o f  t h e  p r o m in e n t  f e a t u r e s  a n d  p r i n c i p l e s  w h ic h  w i l l  n n d e r l y  

h i s  w o r k ,  h e  p r o c e e d s  in  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e i g h t  c h a p t e r s  t o  p u t  b e f o r e  h i s  

r e a d e r s  a n  i r r e s i s t i b l e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n ,  g i v i n g  in  e n c h  i n s t a n c e  c h a p t e r  

a n d  v e r s o  f o r  h i s  s t a t e m e n t * ,  o f  i d e n t i t y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  s y m b o l i s m  a n d  

m y t h  i n  a l l  a g e s  a n d  a m o n g  a l l  r a c e s  o f  t h e  w o r ld .  H e  d i v i d e s  h i s  

s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  u n d e r  t h r e e  m a in  h e a d s  : C e r e m o n ie s ,  S a c r a m e n t s  a n d  

D o g m a s ,  a n d  s h o w s  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  i d e n t i t y  o f  a l l  t h e s e  t h r e e  f a c t o r s ,  t h e  

w o r ld  o v e r ,  in  t h e  l e a d i n g  f e a t u r e s  o f  a l l  t h e  g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s .  T h u s  h e  

d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  B i r t h  o f  t h e  S a v io u r ,  w i t h  D e a t h ,  a n d  R e s u r r e c t io n ,  

w it h  t h e  A r k ,  w i t h  S o l a r  s y m b o l s ,  w i t h  F a s t s  a n d  F i r e  f e s t i v a l s ,  w i t h  

t h e  T r e e  a n d  t h e  B r a n c h ,  w i t h  S a c r a m e n t s  a n d  B l o o d - c o v e u a n t s  a n d  

f i n a l l y  w i t h  t h e  T r i n i t i e s  to  b e  f o u n d  in  a l l  r e l i g i o n s .  A n d  t h i s  n o t  b y  

w a y  o f  m e r e  a s s e r t i o n  o r  s w e e p i n g  g e n e r a l i s a t i o n ,  b u t  w i t h  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

a n d  m i n u t e  c a r e ,  t a k i n g  h i s  f a c t s  in  e a c h  c a s e  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  a u t h o r *  

i t i e s  a n d  g i v i n g  f a l l  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  e a c h  i n s t a n c e .  T h e s e  c h a p t e r s  f o r m  

B o o k  I .  a n d  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  f i r s t  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  e v i d e n c e  h e  a d d u c e s .

I n  B o o k  H .  t h e  a n t h e r  e n t e r s  u p o n  t h e  g r o u n d  o f  H i s t o r y  a n d  

E t h i c s ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  e a r l y  R a c e s  o f  m a n , w i t h  I d e a s  o f  Grod, a n d  w i t h  

M o r a l  s t a n d a r d s  o f  c o n d u c t ; w h i l e  B o o k  I I I .  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  m a t e r ia l  a c c u m u la t e d  in  t h e  t w o  p r e c e d i n g  B o o k s .  A  f a i r l y  

g o o d  I n d e x  c o m p l e t e s  t h e  w o r k  a n d  a d d s  m a t e r i a l l y  t o  i t s  v a l u e  a n d  u s e ­

f u l n e s s  t o  t h e s t u d e n t .  T h e  w o r k  t h r o u g h o u t  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  in  s o  c o n ­

d e n s e d  a n d  c a r e f u l  a  m a n n e r  a n d  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l s  i s  s o  j u d i c i o u s  

t h a t  a  r e v i e w e r  f in d s  i t  e x c e e d i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p i c k  o u t  a n y  s p e c i a l l y  

s a l i e n t  p o i n t s  o n  w h ic h  t o  c o m m e n t .  T o  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  p r o p e r ly ,  t h e  w o r k  

m u s t  b e  t a k e n  a n d  s t u d i e d  a s  a  w h o le ,  a n d  t o  c i t e  i s o la t e d  e x a m p l e s  w o u l d  

d o  i t  b u t  s c a n t  j u s t i c e .  S o  p e r h a p s  t b e  b e 9t  w a y  in  w h i c h  I  c a n  c o m m e n d  

i t  t o  t h e  c a r e f u l  s t u d y  o f  a l l  o n r  m e m b e r s  i s  t o  p o i n t  o u t  h o w  i m p o r t a n t  

a  c o n t r ib u t io n  i t  f o r m s  t o  t h a t  p o r t io n  o f  o u r  l i t e r a t u r e  w h i c h  is  s p e c i a l l y  

in t e n d e d  t o  l e a d  t h e  t h i n k i n g  p u b l i c  t o w a r d s  T h e o s o p h y  a n d  t o  p u t  

i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  o n r  w o r k e r s  in  t h e  f ie ld  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  t h e y  n e e d  i n  

t h e i r  l e c t u r e s  a n d  d r a w in g - r o o m  m e e t i n g s ,  w h e n  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  p r o ­

d u c e  e v i d e n c e  in  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  c l a i m s  m a d e  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e o s o p h i c a l  

t e a c h in ir .  A n d  I  e m p h a s i s e  t h i s  p o in t  b e c a u s e  s i n c e  t h i s  w o r k  h a s  

b e e n  b r o u g h t  o u t  n o t  b y  o u r  o w n  T . P . S . ,  b u t  b y  o n e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  

f i r m s  o f  L o n d o n  p u b l i s h e r s ,  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  w o r ld  o v e r ,  

m i g h t  n o t  im p r o b a b ly  o v e r l o o k  o r  f a i l  t o  h e a r  o f  a n d  r e a l i s e  i t s  im p o r t ­

a n c e  a n d  u s e f u l n e s s  t o  t h e m s e l v e s ,  u n l e s s  i t  w e r e  t h u s  p r e s s e d  u p o n  

t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n ,



N o r  m u s t  i t  b e  i m a g i n e d  t b a t  i t  i s  a  m e r e  c o m p i l a t i o n  f r o m  t b e  

S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e / ’ o r  a  f r e s h  w o r k i n g  n p  o f  m a t e r i a l  t o  b e  f o n n d  t h e r e .  

T h e  m a in  t h e s i s  i s  t h e  s a m e  i n d e e d  i n  b o t h  w o r k s ,  b n t  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  i n  

t h e  p r e s e n t  v o l u m e  a r e  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  n e w  a n d  a r e  n o t  f o n n d  e v e n  i n  

t h e  a m p le  s w e e p  o f  H . P . B / s  m o n u m e n t a l  w o r k .  A n d  t h o u g h  o f  c o u r s e  

s o m e  o f  t b e  m a in  l i n e s  o f  t h e  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  a r e  t h e  s a m e ,  y e t  m u c h  

a l s o  i s  q u i t e  f r e s h ,  n o t  o n l y  in  t h e  w o r k in g  o n t  o f  t h e  d e t a i l s ,  b u t  i n  

t h e  b r i n g i n g  t o  b o a r  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  t h e  n e w  in f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  h a s  

c o m e  i n t o  o a r  h a n d s  s in c e  o n r  g r e a t  t e a c h e r  l e f t  n s .

I t  m u s t  n o t  b e  i m a g i n e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  b o o k ,  u s e f u l  a s  i t  i s ,  

in  a n y  w a y  e x h a u s t s  t b e  s u b j e c t .  I t  n e i t h e r  d o e s  s o ,  n o r  m a k e s  a n y  

c l a i m  o f  t h a t  k in d .  I n d e e d  i t  i s  r a t h e r  a  p o p u la r  w o r k ,  s u m m a r i z i n g  

a n d  b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  r e s u l t s  f r o m  m a n y  s o u r c e s ,  t h a n  t h e  d e t a i l e d  

m o n o g r a p h  o f  a  s c h o l a r .  A n d  i t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c a r e ,  s k i l l  

a n d  g o o d  j n d g m e n t  d i s p l a y e d  in  t h i s  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  c o - o r d in a t io n ,  a n d  

b e c a u s e  t h e  t h e o s o p h i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  h e  p o s s e s s e s  p u t s  i n t o  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  

h a n d s  a n  e x c e e d i n g l y  p o w e r f u l  in s t r u m e n t  o f  s y n t h e s i s  a n d  i n t e r p r e t a ­

t i o n ,  t h a t  h i s  w o r k  w i l l  b e  s o  w i d e l y  u s e f u l  a n d  a t t r a c t i v e .  B u t  w h a t  

h e  h a s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  p o i n t s  v e r y  c l e a r l y  t o  a  m a s s  o f  w o r k  w h i c h  i s  

a w a i t i n g  t h e  e n e r g i e s  o f  o n r  m o r e  s t u d i o u s  a n d  l i t e r a r y  m e m b e r s .  

T h e r e  i s  n e e d  f o r  a  w h o l e  s e r i e s  o f  m o n o g r a p h s  d e a l i n g  i n  d e t a i l  w i t h  

t h e  r e l i g i o n s  o f  t b e  w o r ld ,  a n d  a p p l y i n g ,  w i t h  m o s t  s c r u p u l o u s  a t t e n ­

t i o n  t o  a c c u r a c y ,  t h e  k e y  o f  T h e o s o p h y ,  t o  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  a n d  c la r i f i ­

c a t i o n  o f  w b a t  i s  k n o w n  o f  t h e i r  d o c t r in e s  a n d  t h e i r  s y m b o l i s m .

I n  m a n y  c a s e s ,  n o  d o u b t ,  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  m a t e r ia l  i s  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  

s c a n t y ,  b a t  o n c e  a  b e g i n n i n g  w a s  m a d e ,  I  f e e l  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t ,  a  g r e a t  

d e a l  c o u l d  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b e f o r e  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  d a t a  p h y s i c a l l y  a c ­

c e s s i b l e  w e r e  r e a c h e d  a n d  t b e  t i m e  c a m e  t o  r e s o r t  t o  m e t h o d s  o f  o o o n l t  

r e s e a r c h  in  o r d e r  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  a n d  c o m p l e t e  t h e m .

B u t  l e t  n s  h o p e  t h a t  o n r  a u t h o r  w i l l  n o t  c e a s e  h i s  l a b o u r s  a t  t h e  

p o i n t  t o  w h ic h  h e  h a s  n o w  c a r r ie d  t h e m ,  b n t  t b a t  h i s  w o r k  m a y  m e e t  

w i t h  a  s u c c e s s  w h ic h  w i l l  e n c o n r a g e  a n d  s t i m u l a t e  h i m  t o  p u r s u e  i t  s t i l l  

f n r t h e r  in  a  f i e ld  s o  v a r ie d  a n d  s o  i n t e r e s t i n g .  L e t  n s  h o p e  t b a t  h e  

w i l l  n e x t  g i v e  n s  n o t  o n l y  s u c h  a  g e n e r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m o r e  

m a r k e d  f e a t u r e s  a n d  c o m m o n  e l e m e n t s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  m y t h  a n d  s y m b o l ­

i s m ,  b u t  a  m i n u t e ,  d e t a i l e d  w o r k in g  o u t  o f  t h e s e  f o r m s  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  

o f  t h e  d e e p e r  t r u t h s  o f  b e in g ,  f o r  s o m e o n e  s p e c i a l  t y p e  o f  f a i t h  a n d  

r a c e .  S n c h  a  w o r k  w o u ld  b e  o f  t h e  v e r y  g r e a t e s t  v a l u e ,  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  

n p o n  t h e  o n e  n o w  in  b a n d ,  w o u ld  c l i n c h  i t s  a r g u m e n t  a n d  d r i v e  h o m e  

t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  h e  h a s  h e r e  t a k e n  n p  i n  a n  a l m o s t  i r r e s i s t i b l e  

m a n n e r .

B .  K ,



H. P. B. WROTE TIBETAN AND MONGOLIAN.

W
H I L E  w e  w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  B o m b a y ,  H . P . B .  b o u g h t  o f  W i m b r i d g e  

t b e  f i r s t  a r t i c l e  m a d e  i n  t h e  f n r n i t n r e - s h o p  h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  

c a p i t a l  l o a n e d  h im  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e .  I t  w a s  a  h a n g i n g  c a b i n e t ,  w i t h  

d o a b l e  d o o r s  f i t t e d  w i t h  b o l t s  a n d  a  l o c k .  I t  c a m e  w i t h  c s  t o  M a d r a B  

a n d  n o w  h a n g s  i n  h e r  o ld  b e d r o o m , w h ic h  I  o c c u p y .  O n e  d a y  a t  

B o m b a y  I  s a w  h e r  d e c o r a t e  t h e  i n n e r  f a c e s  o f  t h e  d o o r s  w i t h  s o m e  

w r i t i n g  i n  q u e e r  c h a r a c t e r s  a t  t h e  t o p  a n d  t w o  s i d e s  ; a  c e n t r a l  s m a l l  

c i r c l e  m a r k e d  o f f  i n  n i a e  C o m p a r t m e n t s ,  e a c h  h a v i n g  o n e  c h a r a c t e r  

w r i t t e n  in  i t ;  a n d  a  l o t o f  f l o u r i s h e s  a n d  l e a f - s p r a y s  a t  t h e  b o t t o m .  

T h e  d e s i g n s  o n  t h e  t w o  d o o r s  a r e  a l i k e .  S h e  d a s h e d  o f f  t h e  w h o l o  

a f f a ir  s w i f t l y  a n d  w i t h o u t  f o l l o w i u g  a n y  m o d e l ,  u s i n g  a  c a m e l - h a i r  

p e n c i l  a n d  b r o n z e  in k ,  o f  w h i c h  w e  h a d  a  s m a l l  b o t t l e .  U n t i l  q u i t e  

r e c e n t l y  I  h a d  n o t  t h e  c u r i o s i t y  t o  t r y  t o  d i s c o v e r  i f  t h e  w r i t i n g  h a d  a n y  

m e a n i n g ,  b u t  h a v i n g  n o w  p a t  t h e  c a b i n e t  t o  n s e  f o r  t h e  s t o r i n g  o f  

p a p e r s ,  I  h a v e  h a d  t h e  d e s i g n  b e f o r e  m y  e y e s  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  a n d  a t  l a s t  I  

b e t h o u g h t  m e  o f  s e n d i n g  a  c o p y  o f  i t  t o  B a i  J B a h a d u r  S a r a t  C h a n d r a  

D a s ,  C . H S . ,  t h e  e r u d i t e  T i b e t a n  I n t e r p r e t e r  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  

B e n g a l ,  a n d  a l l  H . P . B . ’s  o l d  f r i e n d s  w i l l  b e  g l a d  t o  s e e  w h a t  s h e  w r o t e  

a n d  t o  r e a d  h i s  a n s w e r  t o  m y  l e t t e r .  H e  s a y s : *

“  A c c e p t  m y  r e s p e c t f u l  t h a n k s  f o r  

s e n d i n g  m e  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  f o r  t r a n s l a ­

t i o n  a n d  e x p l a n a t i o n .  I h a v e  n o t  b e e n  

a b le  t o  f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n i n e  s y m b o ­

l i c  f ig u r e s  in  t h e  c ir c le *  T h e y  lo o k  l i k e  

t h e  o l d  Yug c h a r a c t e r s  w h i c h  y o u  g e n e ­

r a l l y  f iu d  in  t h e  s e a l s  b r o n g h t  b y  T ib e ~  

t a n  p e d la r s  a n d  s o ld  h e r e  ( D a r j i l i n g ) .  

N o n e  c a n  e x p l a i n  m e  t h e s e ,  s o  I  h a v e  

w a i t e d  a n d  w a i t e d  f o r  t h e m  a n d  a t  l a s t  

w r i t e  y o u  m y  o w n  v i e w s .  I  h a v e  d i v i d e d  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h r e e  g r o u p s ,  m a r k e d  N o s .  1, 2 a n d  3 .  N u m b e r  o n e  i s  

T i b e t a n ; n u m b e r  2  M o n g o l i a n ; n u m b e r  3 ,  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  a r e  U g g u r  

s y m b o l s  a n d  t h a  l a s t  t h r e e  n o t  c l e a r  t o  m e .  T h e y  m a y  b e  t b e  m y s ^  

t i c a l  a , « ,  o . N u m b e r  1 r ea d B  “  O m  m a n i  p a d m e  h u m .”  N u m b e r

2 i s  N u m b e r  1  w r i t t e n  i n  M o n g o l ia n  c h a r a c t e r s ,  r e a d  f r o m  t o p  t o  

b o t t o m .  N u m b e r  3  i s  d e s o r ib e d  a b o v e ."

S a r a t  B a b u  a p p e n d s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  n o t e  u p o n  t h e  t r u e  m e a n i n g  o f  

t h e  o f t - q n o t e d  T ib e t a n  a s p i r a t i o n ,  Om mani padme hum, w h ic h  h e  s a y s  i s  

o f  P h a l l i o  s ig n i f i c a n c e — t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  phallus a n d  t h e  yoni a s  

t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  m y s t e r y  o f  c i e a t i o n .  I t  i s  a n  i n v o c a t i o n  o r i g i n a l l y  o f  t h e

D e i t y ,  i.e., t h e  S u p r e m e  B e i n g  w h o  i s  in  t h e  U n i v e r s e  a s  i t s  l i f e .  Mani
a  g e m = G o d .  Padme=iu  t h e  l o t u s ,  i.e., iu  t h e  U n i v e r s e .



T h e  D e i t y  a d d r e s s e d  i s  A v a l o k i t e s h v a r a  B o d h i s a t t v a ,  w h o  i s  id e & tr-  

f ie d  w i t h  V i s h n u  o f  t h e  H in d u s .  T h e  N i n t h  A v a t& r a  o f  V i s h n u ,  a c c o r d *  

i n g  t o  t h e  H i n d u s ,  w a s  B u d d h a ,  b u t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  B u d d h i s t s ,  t h e  

B u d d h a  w a s  n e v e r  a n  A v a t& r a  o f  V i s h n u .  B u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h e y  

p u t  a l l  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  V i s h n u  i n  t h e i r  l i v i n g  G o d  o r  Bodhisattva, 

A v a lo k i t e s h v & r a ,  w h o m  t h e y  c a l l  K h a g a r p a n a ,  w h i c h  i s  a n  e p i t h e t  o f  

V i s h n u .  I n  t h e  Mnhaydna s c h o o l  o f  B u d d h i s m ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  i t ?  

T a n t i i c  s e c t i o n ,  A v a l  o k  i t e s h  v a r a  Bodhisattva m a n i f e s t s  h i m s e l f  a s  S a m -  

b a r a  ( T ib .  le < fe -m c h o g )  t h e  C h i e f  H a p p i n e s s ,  a n d  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  

c l a s p i n g  t h e  g o d d e s s  T & ra in  f ir m  e m b r a c e .

I I I .  T b e  e x p r e s s i o n  Slant Padme, t h e  G e t a  i n  t h e  L o t u s ,  h a s  m o r e  

t h a n  o n e  s i g n i f i c a t i o n ,  ( a )  San-tric: A v a l o k i t e s h v a r a  B o d h i s a t t v a  w a s  

b o r n  o f  t h e  l o t u s .  T h e r e f o r e  in  i n v o k i n g  h i m  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  * O  t h o u  

t h e  G e m  (Uatna o r  Manx) w h o  w a s  b o r n  o f  t h e  l o t u s  * i s  u s e d ; (b) Tantric t 
T h e  i n v o c a t i o n  i s  j o i n t l y  t o  t h e  d i v i n e  c o u p le ,  A v a l o k i t e s h v a r a  a n d  h id  

w i f e ,  t h e  g o d d e s s  T a r a ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  s t a n d i n g  a n d  c o n j o in e d ,  t h u s  

s y m b o l i s i n g  t h e  la w  o f  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  l i f e .  B o t h  d i v i n e  p e r s o n a g e s  

a r e  i m m o r t a l  a n d  t h e i r  u n io n  t y p i f i e s  t h e  e t e r n a l  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  l i f e  

a n d  t b e  k e e p i n g  o f  t h e  w o r ld  in  w o r k i n g  o r d e r ."

S a r a t  C h a n d r a  D a s .

O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  B u d d h i s m  s p o k e n  o f  b y  o u r  l e a r n e d  f r i e n d  i s  t h a t  o f  

T i b e t ,  C h i n a  a n d  M o n g o l ia ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  M a h a y a t ia  S c h o o l .

H .  S .  0 .

Cbeo0opb\> in all Xante.

E U R O P E .

L o n d o n , October 3 1 r i, 1 8 9 9 .

W o r k  a t  t h e  s e c t io n a l  h e a d q u a r te r s  i s  n o w  in  f u l l  s w i n g .  T h e  n e w  
te m p o r a r y  o ff ic e s  a t  4  L a n g h a n  p la c e  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  t o  lo o k  s o  a t t r a c t iv e ,  
a n d  t b e  s i t u a t io n  i s  s o  c h e e r f u l  a n d  b r ig h t ,  t h a t  i t  i s  q u i t e  a  p le a s u r e  t o  d r o p  

in , a n d  o n e  i s  s u r e  o f  f in d in g  o n e  o r  tw o ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  s e v e r a l ,  o f  o u r  a c t i v e  

w o r k e r s  g a th e r e d  th e r e . G r e a t  s a t is f a c t io n  is  e x p r e s s e d  w ith  t h e  a c c e s s ib i l i t y  
o f th e  p o s it io n .  T h e  B la v a t s k y  L o d g e  h a s  n o t  y e t  d e c id e d  u p o n  a  p e r m a n e n t  

borne b u t  i s  m e e t in g  r e g u la r ly  in  th e  v e r y  c o n v e n ie n t  a n d  c e n tr a l  h a ll  o f  t h e  
L o n d o n  Z o o lo g ic a l  S o c ie t y .  D u r in g  th e  m o n th ,  le c t u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  g iv e n  b y  

M r. M e a d , M n  K in g s la n d  a n d  M r. C h a t t e r j i .  M r . M e a d  h a s  ta k e n  fo r  t h e  

su b jfec t o f  a  s h o r t  s e r ie s ,  “ A p o l lo n iu s  o f  T y a n a ,” a n d  f r o m  t h e  in t e r e s t  e x p r e s s *  

e d  i n  t h e  f ir s t  le c t u r e  h e  i s  l ik e ly  t o  h a v e  a  c r o w d e d  L o d g e  o n  e a c h  o c c a s io n .

T h e  L o d g e  g a v e  a  h e a r t y  r e c e p t io n  t o  M r. K in g s la n d *  o n e  o f  i t s  f ir s t  
p r e s id e n ts ,  w h e n  h e  le c tu r e d  o n  ** T h e  N a t u r a l  L a w  o f  S p ir i t u a l  E v o lu t io n  M 

On O c to b e r  1 9 th . T h e  l e c t u r e  w a s  a  t im e ly  r e m in d e r  o f  th e  ‘ n a t u r a ln e s s  * o f  

*11 t h e  e v o lu t io n a r y  p r o c e s s e s ,  m o r a l a n d  s p ir i tu a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p h y s ic a l .  S u p e r s  

f c i t a t a l i s m  h a d  p r o v e d  t h e  b a n e  o f  o r th o d o x  C h r is t ia n it y .  A s  T h e o s o p h is t s  w e  

t e a H s e d  t h a t  n o t h in g  w a s ,  o r  c o u ld  b o  s u p e r n a tu r a l ,  b u t  w e  m ig h t  w is e ly



g u a r d  a g a in s t  w h a t  w a s  in  r e a l i t y  a  f a in t  s u r v iv a l  o f  s u p e m a t u r a l i s m ,  via. 
t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o  p la c e  a n  e x a g g e r a t e d  v a lu e  o n  p h e n o m e n a .

M r. C h a t t e r j i ’s  s u b j e c t  w a s  “  T h e  Y e d a s ,  a s  r e g a r d e d  b y  th e  O r th o d o x  

H in d u  a  l e c t u r e  w h ic h  h e  r e p e a te d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e v e n in g  a t  t h e  W e s t  
L o n d o n  L o d g e*  M r . C h a t t e r j i  s p o k e  w it h  h is  c u s t o m a r y  e a r n e s t n e s s  a n d  
s h o w e d  h o w  m n c h  m o r e  w a s  m e a n t  to  t h e  H in d u  b y  t b e  V e d a s ,  th a n  W e s t e r n  

s c h o la r s  h a v e  a n y  id e a  o f .  T o  th e  W e s t  t h e y  a r e  a  c o l le c t io n  o f  a n c ie n t  s c r ip ­
t u r e s  m e r e ly ,  h o w e v e r  v a lu a b le  a n d  p r o f o u n d ; t h e  le c t u r e r  s h o w e d  h o w  

d if f e r e n t  w a s  t h e  r e a l  m e a n in g ,  a n d  h o w  t h e  w r i t t e n  h y m n s  a n d  t r e a t is e s  
w e r e  b u t  t h e  f a in t  s h a d o w  o f  t h a t  w h ic h  in  r e a l i t y  w a s  w r i t t e n  in  th e  u n iv e r s e  

i t s e l f .

N e v e r t h e le s s  t h e  w e s t ; i s  le a r n in g  t o  a p p r e c ia te  t h e  V e d a s ,  a n d  a  w r i t e r  i n  

t h e  ‘Academy * in  r e v i e w in g  P r o f .  M a x  M u lle r ’s  tw o  m o s t  r e c e n t  w o r k s  f o r m u ­
la t e s  a  b r ie f  b u t  e f f e c t iv e  s y n o p s i s  o f  th e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  l i f e ’s  r id d le  w h ic h  
a n c ie n t  H in d u  s e e r s  e v o lv e d .  H e  c o n c lu d e s  h is  r e v ie w  w ith  a n  in d ic a t io n  
o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  m a n n e r s  in  w h ic h  th e  E a s t e r n  a n d  W e s t e r n  m in d  a p p r o a c h  

l i f e ’s  e t e r n a l  p r o b le m — th e  s e a r c h  fo r  t r u t h .  A  g u e s t  w h ic h ,  h e  s a y s , 1* s t i l l  
f in d s  u s  c r y i n g  fr o m  t h e  h o u s e to p  to  th e  s ta r s .”  T h e  H in d u  p h i lo s o ­
p h e r s  t a u g h t  t h a t  t h e  P h e n o m e n a l  w o r ld  i s  a  d is a b i l i t y  t h a t  m u s t  b e  
o v e r c o m e  i f  w e  w o u ld  fin d  th e  R e a l .  W e  in  t h e  W e s t  a c c e p t  t h e  w o r ld  a s  a  
s c h o o l  fo r  t h e  p r a c t ic e  o f  c o n d u c t  a n d  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  c h a r a c t e r ,  
a n d  t r y  t o  lu l l  o u r s e lv e s  b y  t h e  a n o d y n e  o f  w o r k  a n d  g o o d  d e e d s .  [ M ig h t  
n o t  a  T h e o s o p h is t  p u t  i t  t h a t  Karma Yoga w a s  t h e  m e th o d  o f  t h e  W e s t  ? ]  
M e a n w h ile ,  o n e  r e e ls  b a c k  fr o m  th e  g id d y  h e ig h t s  o f  H in d u  p h ilo s o p h y  to  t h e  
s im p l i c i t y ,  s a y ,  o f  th e  p r o p h e t  M ic a h  : ‘ W h a t  d o th  t h e  L o r d  r e q u ir e  o f  t h e e ,  
b u t  t o  d o  j u s t l y ,  a n d  t o  lo v e  m e r c y ,  a n d  to  w a lk  h u m b ly  w i t h  t h y  G o d P ’ 
T r u t h  i s  e t e r n a l .  I t  i s  t h e  fo r m  o n ly  t h a t  c h a n g e s .  T o  a l l  c r e e d s  t h e  g r e a t  

t r u t h  a p p lie s  : ' A s k  a n d  y e  s h a ll  r e c e iv e . ’ A n d  t o  a l l ,  a ls o ,  t h o s e  w o r d s  o f  
t h e  a n c ie n t  H in d u  s e e r ; * W h e n  G o d  h a s  b e c o m e  r e a l ly  k n o w n  a l l  f e t t e r *  

f a l l . ’ ”
M r. H e r b e r t  B u r r o w s ,  w h o  h a s  b e e n  H o n o r a r y  T r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  S e c t io n ,  h a s  

j u s t  r e s ig n e d  h i s  o ff ic e  o w in g  t o  p r e s s u r e  o f  w o r k  a n d  h is  p la c e  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  
b y  C a p ta in  L a n d e r .  M r . B u r r o w s  r e c e n t ly  d e l iv e r e d  a n  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  

L o n d o n  S p ir i t u a l i s t  A l l ia n c e ,  in  h is  u s u a l  v ig o r o u s  s t y le ,  w h ic h  w a s  e n t i t l e d  

“  S p ir i t u a l is m  a n d  T h e o s o p h y ,  a  C o m p a r is o n  a n d  a  C o n tr a s t .”  H i s  h e a r e r s  
s e e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  m u c h  p le a s e d  w it h  t h e  s p e e c b ,  w h ic h  c e r t a i n ly  

la c k e d  n o t h in g  in  c a n d o r  a n d  s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d n e s s ; b u t  t h e  m o a t  e f f e c t iv e  
p o in t s  w e r e  t h e  c la im s  m a d e  fo r  T h e o s o p h y  a s  f u r n is h in g  t h e  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  

l i f e  w h ic h  w a s  la c k in g  in  S p ir i t u a l i s m ,  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  a  practical 
s y s t e m  f o r  d a i l y  u s e  in  s e l f - d e v e lo p m e n t .

T h e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  P a le s t in e  E x p lo r a t io n  F u n d  r e c o u n ts  t h e  d is c o v e r y  o f  

m o n o lith s ,  o r  m e n h ir s ,  a n d  t h e  r e m a in s  o f  o th e r s ,  w h ic h  p o s s ib ly  fo r m e d  a  
c ir c le ,  a t  T e l l  e s - S a f i ,  in  J u d e a .  T h e s e  r e m a in s  a r e  r a r e  o n  t h e  W e s t e r n  
s id e  o f  t h e  J o r d a n ,  n n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  f ir s t  d is c o v e r e d  in  J u d e a .  I t  i s  
b e l ie v e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  s a n c t u a r y  o r  ‘ h ig h  p l a c e /  r e p r e s e n t in g  a  c iv i l i ­
s a t io n  lo n g  a n t e r io r  t o  t b e  I s r a e l i t i s h  i n v a s i o n , “ p e r h a p s  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  
w h ic h  e s c a p e d  t b e  r e f o r m in g  z e a l  o f  H e z e k ia h  a n d  J o s ia h .”  T h e y  w e r e  

b u r ie d  s o m e  1 8  o r  20 f e e t  b e lo w  t h e  p r e s e n t  s u r fa c e  a n d  s m a l l  o b j e o t s  
o f  m a n y  k in d s ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  m a n y  a g e s  a n d  m a n y  p h a s e s  o f  c u l t u r e ,  w e r e  
s e c u r e d  in  t b e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  e x c a v a t io n s .  T h n s  b i t  b y  b i t ,  y e a r  b y  

y e a r ,  d o e s  C h r is t ia n  e n t e r p r is e  u n f o ld  t b e  w r a p p in g s  o f  a g e s  a u d  la y  b a r ?



t b e  c r a d le  o f  i t s  f a i t h ,  t o  t h e  e n d  t h a t  t r o t h  m a y  p r e v a il  e v e n  i f  i t  b e  n o t  
q a i t e  in  th e  w a y  in t e n d e d  b y  th e  p r o m o t e r s .

I n  t h e  s t r e e t s  a n d  m a r k e t s ,  o n  ' c h a n g e ’ a n d  a t  c h n r c h  t h e  o n e  tn p ic  o f  
i n t e r e s t  a n d  d is c u s s io n  is  o f  c o u r s e  * The War.’ F o r  a  T h e o s o p h is t  t h e  o n ly  

p o s s i b l e  t h in g  s e e m s  t o  b e  t o  s t a n d  o n t s id e  ih e  e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  h o p e  fo r  a  
s p e e d y  a n d  e f f e c tu a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  in  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  s u f f e r in g  m a y  b e  m in im is e d  
a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s ib le .

G r e a t  i s  th e  a c t iv i t y  o f  t h e  w e l l -m e a n in g  p r o m o te r s  o f  p e a c e  m e e t in g s  
a n d  c o n fe r e n c e s ,  b u t  th e y  fa i l  to  g r a s p  th e  w id e r  is s u e s ,  a n d  o n e  w o n d e r s  i f  
t h e y  d o  n o t  a c c o m p lis h  m o r e  h a r m  th a n  g o o d  in  r o u s in g  m a s s e s  o f  e x c i t e d  

m e n  a n d  w o m e n  to  s t i l l  a n g r ie r  f e e l in g .  A  w r ite r  in  t h e  Christian World, 
w h o  h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  q u o te d  in  o u r  M a g a z in e s ,  a g a in  s c o r e s  w e ll  in  a n  a r t ic le  

o n  “  War's Loss or Gain/’ a n d  e x p r e s s e s  s u b s t a n t ia l ly  th e  s a m e  w id e r  v ie w s  o n  

t h i s  p r o m in e n t  to p ic  t b a t  M r s . B e s a n t  h a s  e n u n c ia t e d  in  s o m e  o f  h e r  l e c t u r e s  
o n  t h e  “ G r e a t  W a r ” a n d  e ls e w h e r e .  T o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  w a r  is  s t i l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  

e v o lu t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s ,  w h ic h  t h e  w o r ld  c a n n o t  y e t  d is p e n s e  w ith ,  i s  n o t  t o  

d e s p a ir  o f  E t e r n a l  P r o v id e n c e  o r  t o  im a g in e  t h a t  a n y  r e a l  r e t r o g r e s s io n  i s  
in v o l v e d ,  b u t  r a th e r  a n o t h e r  in c e n t i v e  t o  s t r e n u o u s  e f f o r t  in  t h e  d ir e c t io n  o f  
s e l f - d i s c ip l in e ,  s in c e  b y  e v e r y  fr a c t io n  w e  c a n  m o v e  o u r s e lv e s  w e  m o v e  t h e  

w o r ld  t b a t  f r a c t io n  n e a r e r  t o  th e  g o a l ,  n e a r e r  t o  th e  s t a g e  w h e n  th e  d is c ip l in e  
o f  w a r  w i l l  b e  n o  lo n g e r  n e e d e d .

A . B . C .

N E W  Z E A L A N D  S E C T I O N .

M r s , D r a ff in  le c tu r e d  in  th e  P o n s o n b y  d i s t r i c t  o f  A u c k la n d  o n  O c to b e r  

1 s t ,  o n  “  T h e  P u r p o s e  o f  L ife  ” a n d 'o n  t h e  8th ,  o n  “ D e a th  a n d  A f t e r  ”  to  
v e r y  g o o d  a u d ie n c e s .  O n  O c to b e r  1 5 th  s h e  g a v e  h e r  f ir s t  le c t u r e  in  N e w m a r k e t  

i n  t b e  P n b l ic  H a l l  to  a  fa ir  a u d ie n c e ,  h e r  s u b j e c t  b e in g  “ T h e  T e a c h in g s  o f  

T h e o s o p h y .’*

I n  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th e  A u c k la n d  B r a n c h  M r. S .  S t u a r t  l e c tu r e d  in  th e  
B r a n c h  r o o m s  o n  O c to b e r  1 5 th , b y  r e q u e s t ,  o n  ( E t h e r ic  W a v e s , ’ in  c o n n e c t io n  
w i t h  th e  m o d e r n  d is c o v e r ie s  o f  th e  t e le p h o n e ,  p h o n o g r a p h , P r o f .  C r o o k e s ’ 
r a d io m e t e r ,  t h e  R o n t g e n  R a y  a n d  M a r c o n i's  s y s t e m  o f  te le g r a p h y .  T h e r e  

w a s  a  l a r g e  a u d ie n c e ,  a n d  t h e  p r e s s  g a v e  s p a c e  fo r  a  g o o d  r e p o r t .

I n  W e l l in g t o n  M r s . R ic h m o n d  h a s  le c t u r e d  r e c e n t ly  o u  “  T h e  O r ig in  a n d  

D e s t i n y  o f  M a n  ”  a n d  “ T h e  B u i ld e r s  o f  t b e  U n iv e r se .* '

T h e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  h a s  h a d  t w o  s m a l l  le a f le t s  o n  “  K a r m a "  a n d  

** R e in c a r n a t io n  ”  p r in t e d  fo r  d i s t r i b u t i o n ;  f u r t h e r  a n d  m o r e  e x t e n s iv e  

e f f o r t s  in  t h i s  d ir e c t io n  w i l l  f o l lo w  s h o r t ly .

A U S T R A L I A .

D u r i n g  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  O c to b e r  M is s  E d g e r ,  o u r  F e d e r a l  L e c t u r e r ,  v i s i t e d  

a n d  le c t u r e d  i n  T o w n s v i l l e  a n d  C h a r te r s  T o w e r s ,  a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  i t  i s  e x p e c t e d  

t h a t  c e n t r e s  o f  T h e o s o p h ic a l  a c t iv i t y  a n d  p o s s ib ly  r e a d in g  c ir c le s  w i l l  b e  

f o r m e d  t h e r e .  O n  h e r  j o u r n e y  S o u t h  s h e  s p e n t  a  f e w  w e e k s  in  M a r y b o r o u g h  
a n d  B u n d a b e r g  g i v i n g  p u b lic  l e c t u r e s  a n d  w o r k in g  w i t h  t h e  m e m b e r s  th e r e .  
I n  G y m p ic  s h e  g a v e  tw o  le c t u r e s  t o  a p p r e c ia t iv e  a u d ie n c e s .  I n  B r is b a n e  
ghA g a v e  a  s e r ie s  o f  l e c t u r e s  d u r in g  h e r  s t a y  o f  t h r e e  w e e k s ,  b e s id e s  a t t e n d in g  

m e m b e r s ’ m e e t in g s ,  a n d  m e e t in g s  fo r  t b e  a n s w e r in g  o f  q u e s t io n s .  I n  S y d n e y



M ie s  E d g e t  i s  g iv ir ig  th r e e  ie c tn r e s .  S h e  w i l l  t h e n  v i s i t  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l ia  

a r r i v iu g  b a c k  in  M e lb o u r n e  to  s p e n d  t h e  C h r is tm a s  h o l id a y s .

D r .  M a r q u e s ,  o u r  lo n g - lo o k e d  fo r  G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y ,  h a s  a t  l a s t  a r r iv e d  ; 
t h e  “ M a r ip o s a ” in  w h ic h  h e  c a m e  r e a c h in g  S y d n e y  a t  n o o n  o n  S u n d a y ,  O c t .  
2 9 th .  A s  s h e  a r r iv e d  a t  l e a s t  th r e e  h o a r s  b e fo r e  s h e  w a s  e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  

d e p u t a t io n  w h ic h  w a s  t o  h a v e  m e t  h im  w a s  n o t  o n  h a n d , b u t  a t  t h e  p u b l ic  

le c t u r e  g iv e n  b y  M is s  E d g e r  in  th o  e v e n in g  th e  S y d n e y  m e m b e r s  w e r e  a b l e  

to  m a k e  h is  a c q u a in ta n c e .

A  c o n v e r s a z io n e  i s  to  b e  g iv e n  in  h is  h o n o u r  o n  N o v e m b e r  3 r d ,  s o  t h a t  
a ll  m a y  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  c o m e  in  c lo s e r  to u c h  w ith  h im . W e  a l l  l ik e  h i m  
v e r y  m u c h  a n d  a r e  b u i ld in g  o n  t h e  a d d e d  im p e t u s  w h ic h  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s t i c h  
a  s t u d e n t ,  w r i t e r  a n d  w o r k e r  m u s t  g iv e  to  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  oaufce i i t  

A u s tr a la s ia *

H .  A .  W .

■Reviews.

A  M E M O R A N D U M  O N  O U R  V E R N A C U L A R S .

A s  M e d ia  of E l e m e n t a r y  I n s t r u c t io n *

B y D e w a n  B a h a d u r  M a n i b h a i  J a s b h a i .

T h e  d i f f ic u l t ie s  w h ic h  a t t e n d  t h e  im p a r t in g  o f  th e  e le m e n t s  o f  e d u c a t io n  
in  t h e  p r im a r y  s c h o o ls  o f  I n d ia  in  a  la n g u a g e  o t h e r  th a n  th e  m o t h e r - t o n g o e  
o f  t h e  p u p i l s  h a v e  o f t e n  o c c u p ie d  t h e  a t t e n t io n  o f  t h e  b e s t  e d u c a t io n is t s  o f  t h e  

O r ie n t .  T h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  w o r k  b e fo r e  u s  h a s  g iv e n  m u c h  c a r e fu l  t h o u g h t  

to  t h i s  s u b j e c t  a u d  g i v e s  u s ,  in  a d d it io n  t o  h is  o w n  v ie w s  w h ic h  a r e  w e l l  
p r e s e n t e d ,  n u m e r o u s  q u o t a t io n s  fr o m  t h e  r e c o r d e d  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t e a c h e r s  a n d  

o th e r  m e n  o f  n o te ,  w h ic h  h a v e  a  v e r y  d ir e c t  b e a r in g  u p o n  th e  q u e s t io n  a t  i s s u e .

T h e  o b j e c t  o f  t b e  M e m o r a n d u m  is  t o  c a l l  t h e  a t t e n t io n  o f  th o s e  m o a t  

in t e r e s t e d  in  e d u c a t io n  t o  t h i s  im p o r t a n t  m a t t e r ,  a n d  a n  " E d u c a t io n a l  C o n *  
f e r e n c c ”  is  s u g g e s t e d  a s  o n e  o f  th e  m e a n s  w h ic h  m ig h t  le a d  t o  s o m e  p r a c t i ­
c a l  s t e p s  b y  w a y  o f  r e fo r m  in  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  T h a t  s o m e  s u c h  

r e fo r m  i s  n e e d e d  is  e v id e n t  t o  t h e  m o s t  c a s u a l  o b s e r v e r .  T b e  la c k  o f  
thoroughness, m a n if e s t  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  o u r  p r e s e n t  e d u c a t io n a l  m e th o d s ,  i s  

t h u s  r e f e r r e d  t o  b y  D r .  M a c k ic h a n ,  a  n o t e d  B o m b a y  e d u c a t io n is t ,  a s  ‘ q u o t e d  

in  a  r e c e n t  i s s u e  o f  o n e  o f  o u r  I n d ia n  e x c h a n g e s  :
“  W hy sh o u ld  i t  b e th e  e a se  th a t  v e ry  fe w  ed u cated  y o u n g  m en  c a n  ip e a k  W ith  

a u th o r ity  on  a n y  p o in t, o f  V ern acu lar  gram m ar or id iom , an d  lea v e  a ll th is  to  
S a str is  an d  P a n d its  P N o  y o u n g  m an in  E u rop e w ou ld  b e  co n s id e re d  to  h a v e  
rece iv ed  a  th o ro u g h  ed u cation  u n less  h e  had lea rn t to  avo id  gra m m a tica l an d  s y n ­
th e t ic a l errors, an d  had som e ta s te  for  th e  n ic e tie s  o f  tb e  id io m s o f  h is  m o th er  to n g u e .  
T h is  is  n o t th e  ru le  in  Ind ia , and i t  is  sca r ce ly  to  b e e x p ected  in  th e  p r esen t sy s te m .”  

N o t  b e in g  p r o f ic ie n t  in  t h e ir  n a t iv e  V e r n a c u la r ,  p u p i l s  a r e  o f t e n  e q u a l l y  
d e f ic ie n t  in  t h e ir  m a s te r y  o f  E n g l i s h ,  a s  i s  t e s t i f ie d  t o  b y  P r o f e s s o r s  o f  O o l*  

le g e s  a n d  o t h e r s ; a s  m a t r ic u la t e s  a r e  o f t e n  u n a b le  t o  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  fo l lo w  t h e  
r e g u la r  le c t u r e s  o f  a  C o l le g e  c o u r s e .  T b e  l a t e  M r, J u s t i c e  T e la n g  onC e s a i d :

** Our Bystem  o f  ed u ca tion  shou ld  b e so  m o d elled  a s  to  m ak e our vern acu lars th e  
m e d ia  o f  in s tru c tio n  fo r  a  m u ch  la rg er  portion  o f  ou r  co u rse  o f  s tu d ie s  th a n  t h e y
are  a t  present........ I  am  su re th a t th e  s tu d e n ts  th em se lv e s  w ill find th e ir  k n o w led g e
b eco m in g  m o re  e a s ily  a cce ss ib le  th an  i f  th e  m ediu m  i t s e l f  !b a  fo re ig n  lan gu age."



Mr. Manibhai does not seek to change methods of tlie collegiate coarse 
b a t  would have the subjects taught in the prim ary schools first gone throngh 
in  tbe  Vernacular and* subsequently, in English io the H igh School.

We hope the author's suggestions will be tbe means of institu ting  some 
eourse of action which will bring forth satisfactory results, his aims being 
h ighly  commendable. The work consists of 229 pages, royal octavo, and 
contains a  great am ount of valuable information on the snbjeot of education.

W e heartily concur in the further suggestion offered by the Theosophic 
Gleaner, in its review of this work, ns to the need of a common text book of 
m orals for Indian pupils which should embody the ethical precepts of all the 
g re a t religions of the world.

W. A. E.

S A K Y A SIN H A  CHARITA *
This is a useful pamphlet in Sinhalese verse on the life of the Buddha, 

based upon the Buddhist Catechism of Col. Olcott , to whom the work is 
dedicated. Messrs. D. B. Jayatilaka and Mr. Batuwantudawe, two excellent 
authorities, have sent Mr. Perera complimentary notes, in which they say 
th a t it is an excellent book for children in Buddhist schools and wish it a 
w ide circulation.

LALITA SAHASRA NAM A.f 
[W e reproduce a portion of the appreciative review of this work given in 

October Light o f Truth-—tbe notice which appeared in Ju ly  Theosophist having 
been quite brief. Ed. note.]

The book before us marks a  unique departure in tbe m atter of translation 
from tbe Sanskrit and it will come npon the public also as a pleasant sur* 
prise. The departm ent of knowledge now opened to our view is tha t oi 
M antra Sastra, about which absolutely little  was known; and the student 
of oriental studies was more , apt to look upon it askance than with any 
favour. The book before us ought to remove alt doubts about the usefulness 
of such study, and its  g reat importance. To the mystic Indian, all know* 
ledge and science was looked up iu M antras,and the reason will readily enough 
be perceived when in fact his whole schem e. of cosmology rests upou tbe one 
primeval sound or M autrs, namely, Pranava. This first M antra o r M antra 
B aja is of eourse the cause of all other Mantras, and except the Panchakshara 
M antra, no other M antra can be efficacious unless pronounced with the 
Pranava. These M antras are the sounds, the names and tbe forms, and the 
symbols by which we can possibly realise the nature of the S uprem e; and 
tbey are, as such, the means and not the end. The end also, is both material 
and spiritual and thongh it is possible to attain  both wealth and happiness 
by means of these M antra practices, the book before us shows tha t he 
who chants this hymn withont hoping for any specific and selfish result, 
alone can obtain Brahm a Jnana, and not others. There is also an antecedent 
oondition to a person who aspires to Mantric practices; The worshipper 
ought to  be devout and p u re ; nnd the secret cannot he imparted to a rogue, 
a  wicked roan, nor a t any time to one who is devoid of faith- People are apt

* The Life of Siddharttm Gnutuma Buddha* By S. M. Perera, Headmaster, 
Government School, Matale, Ceylon.

t  With Bhaskararaya's commentary, translated fnto English by It. Ananthk. 
kriahna Sastry, of the Adyar Library. Tfi6itfp#on and Co., Madras, Prioe Rs, 3.



to forget this essential qualification, and err grievously in thinking th a t 
their assumed piety and worship can cover a  m ultitude of sins.

Of the various sets of Mantras, those of Devi or Parameshwari are con­
sidered the most efficacious in acquiring various Siddhis, Powers and Know­
ledge, and this is so, because our highest ideal of Knowledge, Lore and Power 
is centered in the person of Una. The collection of a thousand names of 
L alita or Parameshwari forms a portion * of the Brahmanda Purana, and the 
chief importance of the book before us is due to the invaluable commentary 
on the thousand names, by Bhaskaraya, a  M aharatta Brahmin who seems to  
have lived in Benares about 160 or 170 years ago. The oommentator m ust 
have been a very erudite Pandit, for he has exhibited in his commentary all 
the Btore of his knowledge derived from the Vedas, Upanishads, Itihasas, 
Puranas, Ac., and the book is as such mnch more valuable to us for tracing  
the growth and history of religion from the earlier Vedic books to the la te r 
Puranas and Itihasas, &c. And the quotations from the la tte r set of books is 
enormous, which will show tha t these books are not suoh trash  as are ordi­
narily supposed. In  many of these Mantras, as explained by the commenta­
tor, we can easily trace the history of the religion and the philosophy from 
the earliest times downwards, besides an uncommonly large store of m ystie 
knowledge connected with these M antras. The book has also a  special value 
to our readers as it unfolds the nature of the Supreme almost on S iddhanta 
lines, and references to the Saiva scriptures and philosophy are also very 
many. The highest ideal conceived of Lalita in this book is as tba t of tbe  
highest power, knowledge and love, and as the Supreme Consort of Suprem e 
Siva, and as one with Him and transcending by far the T rin ity  and Mahesh, 
wara and Sadasiva, and tha t inasmuch as this supreme Sakti permeates and 
illnmines m atter. She is also identified as one with Kundalini and Maya an d  
P ra k r it i ; and as with Srikantacharya, who does not even recognize any such 
distinction. Even in essence this aspect of the Supreme Saklt is also much 
more prominent. As such, also, Sakti is spoken of as the night, and  Siva as  
the d a y ; Sakti, as sound and Siva as meaning. The schcme of the 36 tatw as 
is noticed here and there, and unless this is thoroughly grasped, the referen­
ces to N ada and Bindu, Kundalini and Vidya and Sadasiva and Mahesh w ara, 
Ac., will not be intelligible. The book is absolutely indispensable to every
student of Siva Siddhanta........................We heartily congratulate P an d it
R. A nantakrishna Sastri who though not boasting of the possession of g re a t 
literary  abilities is yet continuing to do quietly a  lot of useful and im portant 
work. We shonld add th a t the book would gain greatly if an index be added.

AMERICAN BOOKS.
We acknowledge with thanks the receipt from New York of two book­

lets and one pamphlet published by Elliot B. Page & Co. One of the book­
lets is a new edition of the “ Voice of the Silence,” to which are added th e  
“ Stanzas of Dzyan ” taken from the “ Secret Doctrine ; ” the other is entitled 
“ Beacon Fires/* and is from the pen of James M. Pryse. The pamphlet is  
41 a  verbatim translation from the Greek, with notes on the mystical or A rcane 
Sense ” of the Sermon on the Mount, and some other verses from the New 
Testament, and is also hy Jam es M. Pryse.

W e have received from Fowler, Wells & Co., New Ytyk, a small 
pamphlet on " Phrenology and its use in Business Life.**



Outlines or the T eachings of P aramhansa S ivnaraYan S wami. 
T he'larger part of the contents of this little pamphlet originally appeared 

in  the columns of the Indian Mirror. As stated in the Foreward, the work 
embodies “ an unlettered teacher's thoughts on topics of the highest interest* 
an d  importance to man." I t  has been carefully edited by Mohini M. C hatterji, 
m.a., which is sufficient w arrant for its merit. There are several short 
chapters relating to God and His worship, followed by remarks on “ True 
Instruction/* “ Renunciation, True and False,;* M an's Ing ra titude /’ <fcc. 
Speaking of Renunciation the author says :

'* So long as yon are active in this body you nee 1 what the body needs* 
Fulfil these needs out of God’s abundance and a 9k for nothing beyond. 
T rue contentm ent is true renunciation. I t  is natural, not forced* Accept 
th ings or renounce them, guided by the knowledge of these needs, and 
thank  and bless God alway. God’s is all tha t is. He gives yon all you need. 
H e is merciful. Seek refuge in Him and abide in joy itself.**

The work will well repay perusal and contains food for careful reflection.
We also acknowledge the receipt of a little  pamphlet from Ganesh 

R am krishna Vaidya, F . T, S., of Wai, S atara District, on the caste question, 
w ith  numerous quotation* in support of the contention tha t daste does not 
“ depend upon tendencies,'*

M AGAZINES.

In the Theosophical Revieiv for October, M argaret S. Duncan contributes 
an interesting  essay—“ A Famous Magician*'—which is a  brief account of 
the life and works of Henry Cornelius Agrippa von Nettesheim, a Theosophist 
of the olden time, who was born in the fifteenth century, “ The Fnnction of 
Quietism ” is next set forth in a valuable paper by Miss Hardcastle. ** The 
Troubadours ” is a scmi*historical article by Mrs. Cooper-Oakley, ** Hermes 
tb e  Thrice-Greatesfc and the mysteries of Egypt and Phoenicia ” is Mr. Mead's 
learned contribution to this issue. An able reply to “ comprehensiveness,” 
a  paper which appeared in the Ju ly  number of the magazine, is given by 
Mme. De Steiger. The philosophically inclined reader will do well to  
follow up the continuation of Mr. Keigbtley's article—“ Tbe L atest 8 tep in 
Modern Philosophy *’—wherein be reviews Mr. Shadworth H , Hodgson’s 
recently promulgated philosophical ideas, as noticed last month. Mr. Lead- 
beater’s  second instalment of his paper on " Ancient Pern," is very interest­
ing  and presents a governmental ideal which modern nations m ight profita* 
bly study. Some of the differences between “ Being and Doing ” are briefly 
dealt w ith by Miss Oust.

The E ditor of Theosophy in Australasia discusses, in •* The Outlook,** 
certain  of Dr. Fairbairn 's ideas about India, as given in the Gdntemporary 
Review for A ugust; and also considers the main features of an article which 
appeared in the Fortnightly Review, of the same date, entitled “ the Dying of 
Death.'* W, G. John presents some rational and theosophical views on 
** God in H istory," and W. A. Mayers contributes a  timely and thoughtful 
though brief paper on " Inspiration within the Theosophical Society.*'

•  Published by H. J. Haider ; 4, Esplanade Row, West, Calcutta. Price eight 
•nnas.

s



The Buddhist (Ju ly  and A ugust—doable number) has a very interesting 
table of contents. I t  opens with a discussion between two yonng Brahmans, 
as to whether a man becomes a . Brahman “ by b irth  or by deeds.” They 
finally went to Lord Buddha for a solution of the question. In  his reply 
he treats the subject quite exhaustively, his central idea being,—“ N ot by 
b irth  does one become a Brahman, nor by birth  does one become a non-Brah- 
taan.” There are articles on Buddhism, Christianity, the Bible, the preach* 

of Buddhism in Chicago, N irvana and annihalation, educational work, 
&c. In  one of the three articles contributed by Mr. Wilton Hack, a powerful 
plea is made for the Dharnuu

The Light o f Truth—October—opens with a continued translation of the 
'Ved&nta Sutras with Srtkantha Bhaskya, hy our active brother, A. Mahadeva 
Sastri, b. a. There are also im portant Tamil translations and other articles 
which m ust interest those who are fam ilar with tbe Tamil language.

. The Harbinger o f Dawn is a  new magazine started by Earnest S. Green of 
San Francisco, U. S. A., and devoted to m atters psychical and occult. The 
September issue—No. 2—presents a  good variety of contents. The journal is 
conducted with ability, bu t the title page is quite inferior in appearance and  
should be thoroughly remodeled.

The Sphinx. The growing popular interest in Astrology is again proven 
by the foundation of a  new and first-class monthly magazine bearing the abov6  

title. In  appearance and contents it compares most favorably with every 
other periodical devoted to this scientific specialty. The Editor, Mrs. Catherine 
H. Thompson, appears to have gathered around her as contributors the most 
popular w riters and teachers of the d a y ; some, like our excellent brother 
A lan Leo, editors of successful magazines of their own. The first numbe* 
(Ju ly ) contains a  Prospectus of the Sphinx Publishing Company, of Boston, 
Mass. in which the proposed capital is fixed a t $500,000 (about £100,000,) 
in  shares a t $ 10 each. W ith even the fourth of such a  sum of money to handle 
■there seems nothing to prevent the venture from achieving success. The 
scheme includes the publication of the Sphinx, the reprinting of the mosfc 
famous of the old astrological works, now out of print, and the protection o f 
reputable astrologers and prevention of charlatans from imposing npon a n  
^unsuspicious public. All are laudable objects and we wish all prosperity to  
Mrs. Thompson and her fellow promoters. The Manager of the Theosophiet 
book shop will register orders for the 8phinr, which is published a t 1 2 *. &£., 
single copies, Is. 6d.

Theoeophia (Butch) appears much improved in appearance and fu ller 
of useful m atter. I t  is a credit to our devoted Amsterdam Branch. The 
October Number contains the usual translations of carefully selected articles 
by H. P. B., Mr. Sinnett, Mme. Jelihovsky and others, and some original 
articles by Dutch writers.

Teosophia (Italian) has, besides translations, an original essay by Signor 
Calvari on 44 Rays of L ight ”, and a notice of the theosophical movement in  
general*

The first issue of In  Myth-Ijand, a new American monthly magazine for 
children, published by Chittenden and Woods, 340 Dearborn St., Chicago, 
U. S. A., is received. I t  is very neatly gotten up, the illustrations are 
numerous and the m atter such as will be sure to please the young folks. I t  
is well equipped in its editorial staff and merits and will wjn success*



The Prophet, a recently started  American Magazine, issued for the 
“ Brotherhood of the Eternal Covenant,” and devoted to spiritual lines of 
thonght, is received. I t  contains some excellent ideas on “ Meditation ” and 
th e  “ Consecration Vow.”

The Arya Bala Bodhini for November has an attractive table of contents 
qu ite varied and entertaining, and adopted to the requirements of its patron?.

Acknowledged with thanks : The Vdhan, Modem Astrology, Phrenological 
Journal, Arena Omega, Metaphysical Magazine, Psychic Digest, Mind, Universal 
Brothers hood, New Century, Banner of Light, The Lamp , The Better Life, The 
Temple o f Health, Prasnottara, Brahmavadin, Prabudhha Bharata, Maha-Bodhi 
Jourdal. The Light o f the East, Rays o f Light, Harbinger o f Light, V Initia tion , 
Lotus Bluthen.

CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS.

“Thoughts, like the pollen of flowers, leave one brain and fasten to another.”
T h e  la rg e s t an d  m o st e n th u s ia s tic  m e e tin g  seen  

First in  B en ares  fo r m a n y  years , c e le b ra ted  th e  F ir s t  A n n i-
Anniversary v e rsa ry  o f  th e  H in d u  C ollege on  O c to b e r 27th . T h e

of ihe b e a u tifu l h a ll in  th e  b u ild in g  g iv en  by  H . H . T h e
Central M a h ara ja  o f  B en ares  is now  n ew ly  d eco ra ted  a n d
H indu  m a k es  a n  a d m irab le  s e tt in g  fo r fu n c tio n s  o f  th is
College, k i n d ; th e  s le n d e r  p illa rs  h a d  b ee n  w re a th e d  w ith

Benares. ev e rg re en s  a n d  th e  w alls  w ere  festo o n ed  w ith  m a ri­
go lds, w h ile  g ay  flags f lu tte re d  from  ev e ry  p o in t  o f  

v a n ta g e . O n  th e  ta b le  on  th e  p la tfo rm  w ere  p la ce d  th e  p rize s  for 
th e  su c ce ssfu l s tu d e n ts , a m o n g  w h ich  w ere  a s ilv e r  m edal fo r th e  
b e s t  S a n s k r i t  sch o la r, g iv e n  by  B abu  M o k sh ad a  D as M ittra , a  s ilv e r  
m e d a l fo r th e  b e s t h a n d w ritin g , from  B abu  K ali D as M ittra , a n d  a  
p a i r  o f  b ra ss  d u m b e lls  from  B abu  G y a n e n d ra  N a th  B asu.

B ab u  M o k sh ad a  D as M ittra  h a v in g  b een  a p p o in te d  to  th e  c h a ir, 
s a id , in  th e  co u rse  o f  h is  rem a rk s , th a t  as th is  C ollege “ u n d e r ta k e s  
to  c u ltiv a te  n o t m ere ly  th e  in te lle c t o f  o u r  ch ild re n , as* h as  b ee n  
th e  ca se  in  th is  c o u n try  fo r  m an y , m a n y  y ea rs  p a s t, b u t  to  n u r tu re  
a n d  d ev e lo p  also  th o se  o th e r  a n d  m ore  im p o r ta n t fac to rs  o f  life, th e  
b o d jr a n d  th e  sou l, fa th e rs  sh o u ld  ta k e  sp ec ia l in te re s t in  i t  a n d  
g iv e  i t  th e ir  b le ss in g s .”

H e  n o tic ed  o n e  p e c u lia r  p h e n o m e n o n  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  
C ollege, viz., th a t  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e  d eep  a n d  w id esp read  d is sa tis ­
fa c tio n  w ith  th e  p re v a ilin g  sy s tem  o f ed u c a tio n , w h ich  h a s  b ee n  
c o n d e m n e d  n o t o n ly  b y  th e  g e n e ra l p u b lic  b u t b y  th e  m o st ad  van* 
c e d  e d u c a tio n a lis ts , a n d  w h ich  su ccessiv e  G o v ern m e n ts  h a d  d e p lo ­
r e d  w h ile  r e g re tt in g  th e ir  in a b ili ty  to  rem ed y  ; w h en , in  th e  co u rse  
o f  ev e n ts , a n  in s t itu tio n  is  e s ta b lish e d  for th e  sp ec ia l p u rp o se  b f  
s u p p ly in g  th e se  lo n g -fe lt needs, p eo p le  “  h a n g  b a c k  to  see  w h a t 
t h e i r  n e ig h b o u rs  w ill do .”

B u t th e  sa tis fac to ry  w o rk  w h ich  h a d  b een  d o n e  in  o n e  b r ie f  
y e a r  in  fu rn is h in g  “  good  w es te rn  ed u c a tio n  w ith  so u n d  a n d  o r th o ­
d o x  H in d u  re lig io u s  in s tru c tio n  an d  effective t r a in in g  in  m o ra ls , 
a s  w ell a s  in  co u rte sy , re sp e c t a n d  g en tle , n o b le  m a n n e rs  w h ic h  
u se d  to  b e  su c h  p ro m in e n t c h a ra c te r is tic s  o f  a  w ell-b red  H i n d u ; '* 
a n d  a lso  “  in  s u b s t i tu tin g  fo r th e  c u r re n t  sy s tem  o f  m e re  m em o ry - 
c ra m m in g , th a t  rea l t r a in in g  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  m e n ta l 
p o w ers  w h ic h  is  th e  o n ly  tru e  e d u c a tio n ,” led  th e  sp e a k e r  to  feej 
assured o f  the su ccess  o f  th e  in s t itu tio n .



* H e  a llu d ed  to  th e  fac t th a t  sp ec ia l a t te n tio n  h a d  b een  p a id  to  
p h y s ic a l cu ltu re , th a t  th e  m in d  m ig h t h av e  a f it t in g  in s tru m e n t in  
w h ic h  to  fu n c tio n  ; a n d  to  th e  ca re  w h ich  h ad  b een  bes tow ed  u p o n  
th e  b o ard in g -h o u se  in  su p p ly in g  “ hom e in flu en ces ” a n d  p ro te c tio n  
a g a in s t d a n g e rs  to  w h ich  y o u th  a re  so  o ften  ex p o sed  w h en  iu  a  
s tra n g e  city .

T h e  p la n  w h ich  is soon  to  be  in tro d u c e d  in  th e  C ollege, fo r 
“  p ro v id in g  fac ilitie s  for th e  t r a in in g  o f  o u r  H in d u  boys in  th o se

Srac tica l a r ts ,”  w h ereb y  th e y  m ay  be en a b le d  to  e a rn  th e ir  liv in g  in  
e ld s  o th e r  th a n  th o se  o f  th e  over-crow ded  G o v e rn m e n t se rv ice  a n d  
th e  le a rn e d  p ro fe ssio n s w as fav o u rab ly  no ticed . I n  co n c lu s io n  th e  

sp e a k e r  ap p e a led  “ to  a ll w ell-w ishers o f  In d ia  fo r th e  fu r th e r  p e c u ­
n ia ry  su p p o r t n eed ed , w ith  th e  m o st ab so lu te  c e r ta in ty  o f  th e  v ita l  
im p o rta n c e  to  th e  c o u n try  o f  th e  w ork  o f  th is  in s t itu tio n  a n d  o f  i t s  
u ltim a te  success. W h e n  th e  a p p lau se  th a t  g ree ted  th e  C h a irm a n ’s  
sp e e c h  h a d  su b sid ed , th e  S ec re ta ry , B abu  B h ag h av an  D as, w as  
ca lle d  u p o n  to  read  th e  re p o rt. A fte r  n o tin g  th e  rec e ip t o f  v a r io u s  
le tte rs , a n d  te le g ra m s from  a b s e n t sy m p a th ise rs , h e  rea d  a  su m m a ry  
o f  th e  p r in te d  re p o r t w h ich  w ill sh o r tly  be issued . F ro m  th is  i t  
a p p e a red  th a t  th e  in s t itu tio n  w as o p en e d  on  th e  7 th  J u ly , 1.8 9 8 , as  a  
C o llege a n d  a  C o lleg ia te  S choo l, th e  fo rm e r b e in g  affilia ted  to  th e  
A lla h ab a d  U n iv e rs ity . T h e  s ta ff  n u m b e rs  e lev en . T h e  P r in c ip a l 
H e a d m a s te r  b e in g  a n  E n g lish m a n , th e  re m a in in g  p ro fe sso rs  a n d  
te a c h e rs  In d ia n s , th e  s tu d e n ts  a re  1 7 7  in  n u m b e r, o f  w hom  1 3  a re  
free. S a n sk r it  is  co m p u lso ry , an d  ev e ry  s tu d e n t a t te n d s jth e  re lig io u s  
le sso n  w h ich  o p en s  th e  d a ily  w ork . T h is  le sson  is d raw n  from  o n e  
o f  th e  H in d u  S a s tra s  a n d  is g iv en  b y  a  P a n d it. S tre ss  is la id  o n  
p h y s ic a l t r a in in g ,  g y m n a s tic  a n d  g am es b e in g  ta u g h t,  a n d  a  s p o r ts  
c lu b  h a s  b een  o rg an ised . T h e  L ib ra ry  a lre ad y  c o n ta in s  a b o u t 2 , 5 0 0  
books, som e o f  th e m  v e ry  v a lu ab le . R s. 7 , 0 0 0  h av e  ju s t  befen a c c e p t­
e d  fo r a  L ab o ra to ry  w h ich  w ill fo rm  a  p a r t  o f  th e  new  b u ild in g s . 
A n o th e r  f rie n d  is p re p a r in g  a p la n  fo r a  b o a rd in g  h o u se  for 4 0  
b o ard e rs , a d a p tin g  som e a lre ad y  e x is t in g  b u ild in g s  fo r th e  p u rp o s e  
a t  h is  ow n  cost. T h e  v a lu e  o f  th e  M a h ara ja ’s £ ift is  e s tim a te d  a t  
R s . 5 0 ,0 0 0 , a n d  o v e r R s. 8 0 , 0 0 0  h av e  b ee n  rece iv ed  in  cash , a n d  
a b o u t Rs. 7 , 0 0 0  in  g ifts  o f  ap p a ra tu s , e tc. A  su m  o f  R s. 6 , 0 0 0  h a s  
a lso  been offered  fo r th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f a sc h o la rsh ip , th ro u g h  M r. 
D ik sh it  o f  B om bay. A b o u t 5 0  local C o m m ittees  h av e  b een  fo rm e d  
w h ich  a re  o b ta in in g  p ro m ises  o f su b sc rip tio n s  in  a ll p a r ts  o f  In d ia ,  
a n d  a  lo n g  lis t o f  in d iv id u a l w o rk e rs  sc a tte re d  o v e r  th e  c o u n try  w as 
rea d  o u t. T h e  close a t te n tio n  w ith  w h ich  th e  re p o r t w as lis te n e d  
to , a n d  th e  a p p lau se  .w ith  w h ich  i t  w as p u n c tu a te d  show ed  th e  re a l 
in te re s t  ta k e n  by  th e  m e e tin g  in  th e  w elfare o f  th e  C ollege.

#%
T h e  p rize s  w ere  th e n  d is tr ib u te d  to  th e  s tu d e n ts  b y  th e  

C h a irm an , each  b oy  re c e iv in g  a  ro u n d  o f  a p p lau se  as  h e  m o u n te d  
th e  p la tfo rm . T h e  P rin c ip a l, D r. A r th u r  R ich a rd so n , w as  
th e n  ca lled  011 to  ad d re ss  th e  m e e tin g , a n d  in  a  b r ie f  speech, 
h e  e x p re sse d  th e  p le a su re  h e  fe lt in  d e d ic a tin g  h is  life to  th e  
w o rk  o f  th e  C ollege, a n d  e lo q u en tly  u rg e d  th e  n ec ess ity  o f  
b u ild in g  u p  c h a ra c te r  b y  ed u c a tio n , n o t m ere ly  tr a in in g  th e  in te lle c t. 
H e  sk e tc h e d  in  e n th u s ia s tic  la n g u a g e  th e  h ig h  a im s th a t  th e  C o l­
le g e  h a d  se t b efo re  itself, a n d  p le ad e d  for th e  sy m p a th y  a n d  h e lp  
o f  a ll r ig h t  th in k in g  m en  w ho w ere frie n d s  o f  In d ia . T h e  add ress, 
w as lis te n e d  to  w ith  w arm  ap p ro v a l a n d  c lo sed  am id  lo u d  ch e e rs , 
a n d  th e n  M rs. A n n ie  B e san t w as ca lled  o n  to  d e liv e r  th e  c lo s in g  
sp eech . S h e  b eg a n  by  s a y in g  th a t  th e  C o llege w as fo u n d ed  a s  a



s u p p le m e n t to , n o t as a  r iv a l of, e x is tin g  in s t itu tio n s  o c c u p y in g  
a fie ld  as y e t u n to u c h e d . T h e  basa l p r in c ip le s  w ere : T h e  te a c h in g  
o f  th e  H in d u  R e lig io n , th e  u n it in g  o f In d ia n s  a u d  E n g lish m e n  in  
f r ie n d ly  co -o p e ra tio n , in  a  com m on  w ork , u s in g  rac ia l d iffe rences 
fo r  h e lp , n o t fo r h in d ra n c e , th e  affo rd in g  o f  a  ch eap  b n t f irs t-c la ss  
e d u c a t io n —th e  cost b e in g  m et in  th e  o ld  In d ia n  fash io n  by  th e  g ifts  
o f  H ie p io u s  a n d  th e  se lf-sacrifice  o f  th e  teac h e rs , in s te a d  o f  o u t o f  
th e  p o c k e ts  o f th e  s tu d e n ts . S h e  th e n  p ro ceed ed  to  m e e t som e o f  
t h e  o b jec tio n s ra ised  to  th e  p la n s  ad o p ted , p o in tin g  o u t th a t  th e  low  
fe e s  c h a rg e d  w ere  on  a b o u t th e  sca le  c h a rg ed  by  th e  G o v e rn m e n t 
a t  th e  B e n ares  C ollege to  th e  fa th e rs  o f  th e  p re s e n t  s tu d e n ts . S h e  
r e p u d ia te d  fo rc ib ly  th e  id ea  th a t  a n y  p o litica l m o tiv e  u n d e r la y  th e  
■work, u rg in g  th a t  m en  m ig h t be m oved  to  m o re  e a rn e s t la b o u r  by  
lo v e  to  G od  a n d  m an , th a n  by  d es ire  o f  e i th e r  m o n ey  o r  pow er.
T h e  sp e e c h  w as c o n c lu d e d  am id  lo u d  a p p lau se , a n d  th e  la rg e
a s se m b ly  q u ic k ly  d isp e rsed . M any  c o n g ra tu la tio n s  b e in g  rece iv ed  
b y  th e  m e m b ers  o f  th e  M a n a g in g  C o m m ittee  on  th e  re m a rk a b le  
su c c e s s  o f  th e  firs t an n iv ersa ry ’ m ee tin g .

I n  th e  O c to b e r H a rb in g er o f  L ig h t  w e find  a 
“  A n o th e r  p a p e r  re a d  b y  Mr. J a m e s  S m ith , befo re  a n  A u s tra lia n  

v iew  e f  ihe  Association o f  S p iritu a lis ts , in  w h ich  h e  g ives to  th e
other  p a r ty  o f  S p iritu a lism  w h a t i t  m o s t n ee d s . H e  is a

W op Id , ”  w rite r  of h ig h  li te ra ry  c u ltu re  a n d  th e  fin ish  o f  h is
p ro d u c tio n  rec a lls  th o se  o f E p e s  S arg en t, R o b e rt 

D a le  O w en , W . S ta in to n  M oses, C. C. M assey  an d  o th e rs  o f  th a t  
c lass . H e  p u ts  th e  case  for R e in c a rn a tio n  q u ite  a d m ira b ly  in  th e  
fo llo w in g  e x c e rp ts  w h ich  we re p ro d u c e  from  h is  p ap e r, th o u g h  h is  
id e a  o f  th e  tim e  w hen  th e  “  im m o rta l E g o  ” e n te rs  its  “  h o u se  o f  
c la y  ”  d o e s  n o t q u ite  ag re e  w ith  o u r  th e o so p h ic a l te a c h in g .

"Seeing what I see every day of my life, with respect to the inequitable, 
and, seemingly iniqnitous distribution of spiritual, mental, physical and 
material gifts and advantages umong mankind, I should feel my own firm 
conviction that God exists, and that He is a God of Love, shaken to its very 
foundations, if I could bring my mind to believe that, each of us lias one, and 
only one, life npon this or upon any other planet.

Let me bring tho glaring, the horrible injustice of tho state of things 
implied by this theory, more closely home to you, by the selection of two 
typical men, well and widely known in this part of the world. I refer to the 
late Chief Justice Higginbotham, and to Deeming, the murderer. Here, on the 
one hand, yon have a good man, a public spirited citizen, a patriotic states* 
man and a high-minded and conscientious judge; and on the other hand, a 
cold-blooded, calculating conscienceless assassin. Was each of these a new 
creation? And if so, where the justice of their Divine Creator? Shall 1 be 
told that heredity and environment may have had much to do in determin­
ing the character and conduct of each ? But did either of them choose his own 
parents or select his own surroundings?

In reality, however, it is scientifically unsound and erroneous to speak of 
heredity as having any influence whatever upon the soul or spirit—the 
eternal principle within tis. Our physical organization we do inherit from 
our parents, bat the true self—the immortal Ego—does not enter into its 
house of clay, until about four months and a half before the entrance of the 
hnman being into the world. For, as Wordsworth was inspired to write:—

** Oar birth is bnt a sleep and a forgetting :
The sonl that rises with as, our life's star.

Hath had elsewhere its setting,
And oometh from afar.*'

Concede this ; concede a plurality of existences ,* concede each to be an 
advance upon its predecessors; concede that a Deeming is very near the 
ftnimal, and is in a very rudimentary condition of moral and spiritual



growth; and concede that a Higginbotham is tbe matured product of many 
lives, and there is no longer the shadow of a pretext for impugning the 
equity and goodness of Him who is Supreme Justice.

•  •  * # *
O ut of at least a thousand discrete in te lligen ces w ith whom  I  have con­

versed upon the subject dnring the Inst th irty  years, six  on ly  have declared  
their  ignorance of, and their d isbelief in a p lu rality  of existences* and eaeh  
of these had qu itted  the earth quite recently.

At the same time, the acceptance or rejection of the doctrine is not a 
matter of vital importance. Sufficient for the day is the knowledge of the 
after life which each of us may have succeeded in acquiring; and if each 
of us lives up to our highest ideal, this is all that is expected of us, and all, 
indeed, that is possible to us; so that we may leave this question to be solved 
when we reach the other world. It is not like one of those articles of faith 
which early theologians incorporated with creeds, and forced upon the igno­
rant multitude, telling them they mnst believe or be damned*

To me, a plurality of planetary existences is a self-evident truth. To 
others it appeara incredible and possibly repulsive. Very well: let us agree 
to differ. But as there are two sides to every question and as we nave 
heard the views of Jackson Davis and of Hudson Tuttle on this subject, I 
have trusted to your indulgence to give me a hearing for a statement 
of what may be said in explanation and justification of the opinions held 
almost universally by the Spiritualists on the continent of Europe, ̂ in 
the West India Islands and in Spanish America upon this interesting 
qnestion : while they havo been those of one-third of the human race—I 
speak of the Buddhists—for considerably more than 2 ,000_ years. They 
were also held by the ancient Jews, and by the Founder of Christianity.

When the idea was first presented to my mind by a spirit speaking 
through the late Mrs. Jackson, nearly 30 years ago, I seized upon it with 
avidity, as a truth for which I had been hungering all my life; and because 
it offered a conclusive and complete solution of one of the most perplexing 
problems of human existence, namely, how to reconcile the enormous, the 
awful disparities observable in the moral, social, material, physical, in­
tellectual, and spiritual, character, conduct, capacities and aspirations of my 
fellow-creature, with the justice and goodness of God. I said to myself ** If 
he makes this man a virtuous sa ê and that one a Ravage a s s a s s i n  ; this 
woman a Joan of Arc or a Florence Nightingale, and that one a foul-mouthed 
drunken prostitute, where is His justice; and how can it be said tbat Heia 
no respecter of persons ? M At the same time I felt that to suppose Him 
unjust, was to do violence to every instinct and feeling of my own soul.

But a plurality of existences solves the problem at once and for ever. 
It vindicates the perfect justice of God ; throws a new light upon the history 
of the human race; elucidates the operation of the sublime law of progress ; 
clears up a multitude of mysteries in the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures; 
and explains much in our individual tastes, feelings, sympathies and anti­
pathies, tendencies, and propensitiest that would otherwise constitute a per­
petual puzzle.

A t the sam e tim e to  those to whom the doctrine is  repugnant, unaccept­
able, or un intellig ib le , I  would s a y :

“ Let it not trouble you, bnt pass it by. Do all the good you can in the 
world ; and leave the test to God.”

##*
D r. M arques se n d s  u s a  c u t t in g  from  th e  H o n o -  

T a h itia n  lu lu  Searchlight w h ich  is v e ry  in te re s tin g  to  s tu d e n ts
Folk-lore. o f co m p ara tiv e  m y th o lo g y . W e  see h e re  c ru d e ly

em bod ied  th e  A ryan  id e as  o f th e  C osm ic E g g , th e  
d e itie s  o f  c rea tio n , p re se rv a tio n  an d  d e s tru c tio n  a n d  o th e r  th in g s . 
T h e  s to ry  is  sa id  b y  its  w rite r , T e t iir a  H e n ry , to  h a v e  b ee n  ta k e n  
fro m  an  a n c ie n t N a tiv e  reco rd  a n d  h e  p ro m ise s  to  tra n s la te  a n d  co l­
le c t m an y  m o re  o f  th e  so rt in  a  “  H is to ry  o f T a h i t i ,” w h ich  h e  is  
p re p a r in g  fo r th e  p ress . T h e  n a r ra tiv e  ru n s  th u s  :—

T aaroa (u n iq u e) w a s th e  g r e a t  su p rem e  b e in g , w h o  e x is te d  a lo n e  in  a  
l i t t le  w orld , ip a  sh e ll  l ik e  a n  e g g , r e v o lv in g  in  d ark , e m p ty  sp a c e  fo r  ages*



At length, he burst forth from confinement, and finding himself quite alone 
he conjured forth the famous god Tu, who became his companion and artisan 
in the great work of creation. When the universe was completed, gods innu» 
merable were conjured into existence to till every region, and last of all 
creatures, man was made to inhabit the earth, which was prepared for him.

Taaroa was known under four titles according to his attributes : Taaroa, 
of the heavens, said to be ten in number ; T aaroa the great foundation, in a 
rock in the centre of the earth, from which land grew ; Taaroa of the surface 
of the earth ; andTAAKOA of the Netherlands, supposed to be down in the 
earth, the entrance to which was an extinct crater called T emehani, in the 
Island of R aiatea, near Tahiti. This crater is visited by tourists that pass 
that way, and for a description of it, see * N a M o t u a book in the Honolulu 
Library, written by a sailor named Perkins, who descended into it and fonnd 
chambers and winding passages extending into unknown regions of thick 
darkness, and he heard the fall and rush of a mighty stream of water, which 
in mythology is called T e-vai-tu-po-a-Taaroa (the river in darkness of 
Taaroa). Perkins carried a torch with him, which his regret, soon went 
out in the damp atmosphere, and with difficulty he grouped his way out 
again.

The first man that was created was Til, clothed in sand, whom T aaroa 
conjured from out of the earth, and then pronounced him perfect. Then was 
born a wife for T u, H ina to extricate and mitigate many things, a demi-god- 
dess, whose parents were T e-Fatu (the lord) and F aa-hotu (be fruitful), and 
she had a face before and behind, and was full of goodness. Tu was malici* 
ous and had a white heron to bewitch and slay mankind.

After the creation, peace and harmony everywhere existed for a long 
period. But at last, discontentment arose and there was war among the 
gods in their different regions, and among men, so T aaroa and Tu uttered 
curses to punish them.

They cnrsed the stars, which made them blink ; and they cursed the 
moon, which caused it to wane and go out. But H ina, the mitigatorof many 
things, saved their lives, since which the host of stars are ever bright, but 
keep on twinkling ; and the moon always returns after it disappears.

They cursed the sea, which caused low tide ; but H ina preserved the sea, 
which produced high tide ; and so these tides have followed each other ever 
since.

They cursed the rivers, which frightened away the waters, so that they 
hid beneath the soil; but H ina reproduced the shy waters, which formed 
springs, and so they continue thus to exist.

They cursed the trees, which caused their leaves to turn yellow and 
their fruit to go out of season ; but H ina saved their lives, whuh caused 
new lea es ever to succeed the old and the fruit to return in their seasons. 
And so it would have been with people, they would have withered under the 
curse of the gods, while H ina would have saved their lives, had it not been 
that Tu conjured them to death.

H ina said, “ Oh, Tu, do not ]>ersist in invoking man to death ! When he 
suffers under the curse of the gods. I shall resucitate him. Behold my 
moon and glittering stars, my budding trees and my fruit that come in 
seasons, are they not more comely than thy dying men P”

But her husband was unyielding and he replied ; “ My master, Taaroa 
whose curse is death, loves to slay, and I shall conjure to death all whom I 
cause my white heron to enter!’* So. according to the Tahitians, the man 
and not the woman caused people to lose eternal life, and at length he fell 
and died beneath his own curse.

V
M r. H e rb e r t B u rro w s’ ad d re ss  befo re  th e  L o n d o n  

S p ir i tu a lism  S p ir i tu a lis t  A lliance , on  th e  2 0 th  O c to b e r la s t, w as
a n d  a  tim e ly  m ove in  th e  r ig h t  d irec tio n , h is  a im  b e in g

Theosophy. to  p ro m o te  a  b e t te r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  a n d  a  m ore  f ra ­
te rn a l fee lin g  be tw een  S p ir i tu a lis ts  a n d  T h e o so ­

p h is ts .  I t  w as p u b lish ed  in  L ondon  L ig h t  from  w h ich  w e q u o te  a  
few  p a ra g ra p h s . I n  to u c h in g  on  th e  p o in ts  o f  a g re e m e n t b e tw een  
t h e  tw o  sc h o o ls  o f  th o u g h t,  h e  s a id ; —



“ T h e  m ost casua l m e m b er o f  e i th e r  schoo l k n o w s th a t  on  th e  
m o st fu n d a m e n ta l id ea  o f  a ll th e re  is p e rfec t a c c o rd —th e  co n cep tio n  
th a t  m an  is a  sp ir itu a l b e in g , th a t  w h a t w e ca ll th e  body  is b u t  th e  
s u it  o f c lo th es  o f th e  rea l m an  ; th a t  th e re  is  uo  su c h  th in g  as d ea th  
in  th e  o rd in a ry  m e a n in g  o f  th e  te rm , uo  cessa tio n  o f  a  f ix ity  o f  
ex is te n c e  a t th a t  ch a n g e  ; th a t  th is  life  is b u t th e  t r a in in g  sch o o l fo r  
fu tu re  life, w h a te v e r  fo rm  th a t  life m ay  t a k e ; th a t  p ro g re ss  a n d  
ev o lu tio n  a re  n o t co n fin ed  to  so -ca lled  m a te r ia l th in g s  b u t  c o n tin u e  
in to  th e  sp ir itu a l rea lm  ; th a t  th e  o ld  o r th o d o x  n o tio n s  o f  a  m a te ria l 
h e a v e n  a n d  h e ll a re  b u t th e  v a in  im a g in in g s  o f  ig n o ra n t m en  ; th a t  
th is  p la n e  o f  b e in g  is b u t o n e  o f  m a u y  p la n e s  o f  life a n d  b e in g  in  
th e  u n iv e rse  ; a n d  th a t  u n d e r  c e r ta in  co n d itio n s  i t  is  p o ssib le  fo r u s  
h e re  a n d  now  to  e n te r  in to  co n sc io u s re la tio n s  w ith  th o se  o th e r  
p lan es . I  do  n o t th in k  th a t  a n y  S p ir i tu a lis t  o r  a n y  T h e o so p h is t 
w ou ld  in  a n y  w ay d isse n t from  th e se  fu n d a m e n ta l ideas, th u s  b ro a d ­
ly  an d  g e n e ra lly  s ta te d , a lth o u g h , o f  course , th e y  w ou ld  in te rp re t  
som e o f  th e m  each  in  h is  ow n w ay. Be th a t  as i t  m ay , th e . fac t 
rem a in s  th a t  h e re  you  h av e  id e as  w h ich  a re  o f  im m en se  a n d  o f  
m o s t fa r  re a c h in g  im p o rta n ce , w h ich  a re  o p p o sed  to  a  g re a t d e a l o f  
th e  c u r re n t th o u g h t o f  th e  day , b u t  w h ich , if  p ro p e r ly  u n d e rs to o d  
a n d  a p p re c ia ted  by  th e  m ass o f  m a n k in d , w ou ld  in e v ita b ly  w o rk  a  
tre m e n d o u s  ch a n g e  in  th a t  th o u g h t, an d  p ra c tic a lly  rev o lu tio n ise  
m u c h  o f  th e  life o f  h u m a n ity  a t la rge . A n d  on  th e m  S p ir i tu a lis ts  
an d  T h e o so p h is ts  a re  in  th e  m a in  ag reed . T h u s  m u ch , th e n , to  t h e  
good. W h a t is th e re  to  q u a rre l a b o u t ? W h y  c a n n o t w e jo in  h a n d s  
a n d  w o rk  to g e th e r  peaceab ly  fo r th e  com m on end , th e  le a v e n in g  o f  
th e  th o u g h t o f  C h ris ten d o m  ? ” A s to  p o in ts  o f  d isa g re e m e n t h is  c a n ­
d id  o p in io n  w as th a t  each  s id e  m ig h t le a rn  so m e th in g  from  th e  
o th e r. R e fe rrin g  to  th e  b e s t m e an s  o f  o b ta in in g  sp ir itu a l k n o w ­
led g e  h e  sa id  th a t  i f  m an  rea lised  th e  G od w ith in  h im se lf ,—

“ even  in  a fa in t d eg ree , h e  w ou ld  n o t b e  'c o n te n t w ith  u s in g  
o th e rs  as co n d u it p ipes, th ro u g h  w hom  to  o b ta in  h is  s p ir i tu a l  
k n o w led g e , w ith  b u t  l i t t le  sacrifice o f  h im se lf , b u t w ith  m u c h  
p o ss ib le  sacrifice  from  th e m , b u t w ould  so tr a in  a n d  p re p a re  h im s e l f  
b y  c o n s ta n t w a tc h fu ln ess , by  d a ily  ca re , by  a b s tin e n c e  from  evil, b y  
d e l ig h tin g  in  th e  good, by  a c tu a l p h y s ic a l, a n d  m e n ta l tr a in in g , 
th a t  h e re  a n d  now , w h ile  in  th e  body , h e  w ill b e  ab le  to  com e in to  
re a l c o n ta c t w ith  th e  s p ir itu a l p la n e  a n d  m a k e  th a t  c o n ta c t a s  
m u c h  a p a r t  o f  h is  ev e ry d a) ' co n sc io u sn e ss  as th e  p h y s ic a l th in g s  
o f  d a ily  life  a re  to  u s  a ll. T h is  is  w h a t E a s te rn  S cience , w h a t 
M ah a tm aism , w h a t T h e o so p h y  m e a n s  in  a c tu a l p ra c tic e .”

In  c losing , M r. B u rrow s u rg ed  th a t  a  sy m p o s iu m  be a r ra n g e d  
b e tw een  ch o sen  a n d  w ell-k n o w n  S p ir i tu a lis ts  a n d  T h e o so p h is ts , 
th a t  d iffe rences m ig h t in  som e d eg ree  be  ad ju s te d , th a t  th e y  
“ m ig h t k n o w  w h ere  th e y  w ere in  re g a rd  to  each  others^ th o u g h t, 
a n d  m ig h t th e re b y  fo s te r  m u tu a l re sp e c t fo r each  o th e r  in s te a d  o f  
sm o u ld e r in g  an ta g o n ism .”

H e  d ee p ly  fe lt th e  im p o rta n c e  o f th is  m o v em en t a n d  sa id  th a t  
“ w h e th e r  i t  be ta k e n  u p  o r  no t, o f  th is  w e m ay b e  c e r ta in , th a t  in  
th e  b a ttle  a g a in s t th e  se lfish  m a te ria lism  w h ich  now  d o m in a te s  o u r  
c iv ilisa tio n , i t  is  b e t te r  th a t  th e  b e s t S p iritu a lism  a n d  th e  b e s t 
T h eo so p h y  sh o u ld  b e  sh o u ld e r  to  sh o u ld e r  r a th e r  th a n  b ac k  to  
back , a n d  i f  o n e  s in g le  w ord  th a t  I h av e  sa id  th is  e v e n in g  c o n tr i­
b u te s  to  su ch  a d es ira b le  re su lt I  sh a ll find  a  g rea t a n d  e x c e e d in g  
re w a rd .”

M r. B u rro w s’ re m a rk s  w ere rece iv ed  w ith  ap p lau se , a n d  i t  is  to  
be s in c e re ly  h o p ed  th a t  th e y  m ay  lead  to  som e ae fin ite  c o n c e r te d  
ac tio n .


