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"DYAR is for me a place for work and not for play, so,
naturally, the first thing I had to do was to dispose of the
accumulation of business, the most pressing of which was the writing
of the current chapter of Old Diary Leaves, which was begun on the
day after my arrival. Among the foreign letters to be disposed of for
the mail of the 17th March was one from Mr. Samuel Stuart of
Auckland, telling me the story of a monstrous imprudence committed
by Mr. Judge when writing to the late Dr. P. Carter Blake, which I
mentioned in connection with an analysis of the Judge case. It
seems that when writing a bogus Mahatma letter to Dr. Blake, in an
imitation of the “ K. H. writing,” he signed it by misadventure with

® Five volumes, in series of thirty chapters, tracing the history of the Theosoph-
ical Society from its beginnings at New York, have appeared in the Theosophist,
and three of the volumes are available in book form. Prices: Vol. I, cloth,
illustrated, Rs. 3-12-0, or paper, Rs. 2-8-0. Vol. Il., beautifully illustrated with
views of the Headquarters, Adyar, cloth, Rs. 5, paper, Rs. 8-8-0. Vol. 111, cover-
ing the period of the Society’s history from 1883 to 1887, is sold at the same price
as Vol. II. It is uniform with Vols. I. and Il. and illustrated with many portraits,
It will have a special interest in that it introduces to the reader’s notice other Mahat-
mas than those already known. Apply to the Manager, Theosophist, or to any
Theosophical Baok Ageney throughout the world,
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his own name instead of the mystical “ K. H.” initials. Dr. Blake
told the story and showed the letter to Mr. ]J. B. Wither, President
of our Branch at Christchurch, New Zealand, when he was visiting
London in 1895. Mr. Wither told it to Mr. Stuart at the Con-
vention of our New Zealand ‘Séction at Auckland in 1898.
Immediately upon hearing this most important revelation, 1 wrote to
Blake’s most intimate friend in London, asking her to procure from
him and send me this most incriminating document; but, un-
fortunately, Dr. Blake had died in a Jesuit hospital and, he being a
Jesuit, his papers were taken over by the order, who, doubtless, have
got it yet. This being taken for granted, we can probably explain
their not using it, on the theory that they preferred to keep the piece
of evidence in their own hands for future contingencies, as a weapon
to be used against the Theosophical Society. If this is true, which,
of course, I cannot guarantee, they have postponed the sensation too
long, for we did not try to whitewash Mr. Judge, and he seceded,
taking along with him every possible responsibility we might have had
for his misdeeds. Could any incident have illustrated better than this
the importance of a society’s skirts being kept clean by its managers ?
Supposing that we had condoned Mr. Judge’s acts of decsption, the
Jesuits could have brought forward at any time the Judge-Blake bogus
letter and so brought shame to our faces, whereas our prompt and
drastic action rendered the document in question valueless as a
weapon against the society. As to their using it against the Judge
party, ‘the game was not worth the candle.” Nothing more com-
pletely vindicates the course we adopted. It may appear tp some of
the younger members of the Society, looking back from this distance,
that there was but the one course open to its leaders at that time, but
they do not know what moral courage it required. For let it be
remembered that almost one hundred Branches, carrying a member-
ship of many hundreds, followed Mr. Judge out of the Society as a
protest against our action, and this loss had to be anticipated and
quietly accepted rather than sacrifice the high principle involved.
Since the convention, H. R. H. Prince Prisdan Chunsi, cousin
of the King of Siam, once Ambassador but now transformed into a
Buddhist monk, Jinawarawansa, and another monk, had been our
guests at Headquarters but were now prepared to return to Ceylon. I
had conceived a strong friendly regard for the Prince-Priest by reason
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of his lack of offensive hauteur and his real instinct of comradeship.
Undoubtedly he: had been bitterly disappointed——as I have above
remarked-—in his not having found in Ceylon the ideal bhikku of the
Master’s describing. 1 felt very sorry for him for he had thrown
up all the luxury, pomp and influence of his worldly position and
iristead of sitting down to a banquet of spiritual food had found it a
sort of a Barmecide religious feast. However, he was not the man to
sit down and mourn over his lot, but the very concatenation of affairs
seemed to brace him up to perform his monastic duties as best he could.
On the 22nd March, he ahd Wacissara Bhikku embarked on his
stéamer and I saw them off.

I had in hand at the tmme the business of publishing the
Theosophical Question Book (¢ Questionnaire Théosophique”) of
Gommandant Courmes, and the preparation of manuscript and the
reading of proof was a partof the literary work which had to be
attended to. At the same time, by a rather interesting coincidence, 1
got from London simultaneously from two different publishers, review
copies of two important works on Magic: “The Book of Black
Magic and of Pacts,” by A. E. Waite, and “ The Book of the
Sacred Magic of Abra-Melim, the Mage,” by §.:Mac Greger
Mathers, both wonderfully interesting to the amateur of his literary
specialty.  Their literary merit was high and almost equal. Mr,
Waite handles his subject as a transcendentalist whe, recognising that
there is *“ a Magic that is behind Magic,” regards all written cere-
monials as either debased and scandalous travesty or trivial and
misconstrued application. The object in view was to bring forth
from the obscurity of centuries a variety of processes “ which would
‘be abominable if #t could be supposed that they were to be seriously
uhderstood.” Despite his scepticism, however, there is not the least
reason for doubt that the methods for Ceremonial Magic were very
getious thingsindeed, backed as they had to be by the power of a
‘concentrated and developed will-power on the part of a practitioner :
without that, the most appalling and gruesome ceremony would be
like a sharp sword or a loaded rifle standing in the corner of a room
without a man to use them either for offence or defence. The
phenomena of H. P. B. and other adepts in occult science
prove superabundantly that when there is present the dominating
witl, the ceremonials mxy be dispensed with. When it is a question
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of a less developed thaumaturge the consecrated sword, the triangular
altar, the prepared lamb-skin, the circle of burning lamps, the lighted
incense sticks, the flowers, the solemn invocations would be useless. In
the Abra-Melim book the veil is partially raised so as to give the reader
a quite sufficient peep into the penetralia of Black Magic. It dates
from 1458 A.D. and it purports to have been givenby Abraham, the
author, to his son, Lamech, and to comprise the Magic taught by God
to Moses, Aaron, David, Solomon, and other Patriarchs and Prophets.
It is alleged to have been known to Eliphas Lé&vi and Bulwer Lytton,
the latter having based his description of the adept sage Mejnour, in
* Zanoni,” and his description of the observatory of Sir Philip Derval,
in “A Strange Story,” upon this quaint work. Mr. Mathers believes that
this Abraham, of the seventeenth century, was a man of great influence,
who doubtless had much to do in the political struggles of the time.
His tremendous self-confidence is proved by his many and dangerous
journeyings for many years, through wild and savage regions and
places most difficult of access, even in our own day, in search of a
Teacher of the Sublime Science. Discouraged by no obstacles, he
still persevered until he was rewarded by the accomplishment of his
heart’s wish : his Guru was found, the teachings were given him. No
Hindu or other Asiatic will refuse credence to this narrative on the
score of any inherent improbability, for it is but the repetition of the
experience of many searchers after the hidden wisdom. His travels
ended, he seems to have passed the most of his subsequent life at
Wourzburg, a place of H. P. B.’s sojourn before she took up her final
residence in London. His elder son, Joseph, “ he instructed in the
Mysteries of the Holy Qabalah, while to Lamech, the younger, he
bequeathed this system of Sacred Magic as a Legacy.” He seems to
have utilised his occult knowledge to some purpose, since he admits
that by it he got his wife, and a treasure of 8,600,000 golden florins
(say about £900,000), by means of some of the magical operations
described in the Third Book of the present treatise. A formidable
list is given of the various sovereigns, popes, bishops and nobles
before whom he performed marvels, which shows him to have been
renowned as an adept in his specialty. In religion he must have been
very broad-minded and eclectic, for he insists that this system of
magic may be attained by any one, whether Jew, Christian, Mahom-
edan or Pagan, and discountenances the changing of one’s religion
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for another, such a change meaning in those times the absolute
renunciation of the essential basis of all religions and the consequent
enfeeblement of the necessary prime qualification in the Magician, an
absolute faith in his own divine nature and a divine overruling Power.
His advice on the manner of using Magical Power when acquired, to
the honor of God, the welfare and relief of our neighbour and for the
benefit of the whole Animate Creation, is, says Mr. Mathers, worthy
of the highest respect. Yet he can scarcely be said to hdve stuck
very closely to the law of White Magic, since he used his acquired
power to enrich himself and get a wife—presumably not otherwise a
consenting party. In his very learned introduction Mr. Mathers
classifies the spirits of the Elements of Nature in the usual way, »iz,,
as mild, good and friendly to man ; bad, devilish and malignant ; and
neither good nor evil per se—monkeyish, tricksy, childish—taking their
colour or impulse from the persons into whose company they may
for the moment be drawn.

But it is not pleasant to find enumerated among things possible,
the multitudinous feats of sorcery that are banned in India as of the
Black Tantra or Fadoo; such as the finding of treasures, the posses-
sion of unlimited wealth, the making of tempests, the revival of
corpses, the rendering of oneself invisible for evil as well as good
purposes, the opening of locked doors, the compelling of spirits to
bring one whatever is desired for eating or drinking, the transforma-
tion of men into the appearance of animals, the casting of spells, the
destruction of buildings, flying through the air, to know others’
secrets, to excite hatred and enmity, quarrels, contentions, combats,
battles, loss and damage.

Mr. Mathers’ author, Abra-Melin, the seventeenth century
Abraham, the translation of whose book by Mr. Mathers has
provoked the foregoing comments, like the majority of these
commercial traders in occult secrets makes his excuses quite after
the fatalistic fashion. He excuses himself for giving out these
secrets on the ground that God is the Supreme Ruler of all, and that
harm can only be done by the misuse of these magical formula if it
is His sovereign pleasure : a neat way, it would seem, of shifting the
responsibility for the evil consequences of his own indiscretion upon
the shoulders of a personal God who, of course, would not have
allowed the publication of either the Hebrew original of his work, or
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the seventeenth century French translation, or Mr, Mathers’ clever
rendering of it into most readable English, if he had not been willing
that it should have been done ! Truly, a soothing salve to a rebuking
conscience.

It is very possible that I may be reminded that among the
phenomena accredited to H. P. B. by different observers were a num-
ber of those which are included in above category as being classified
in India uinder the head of Fadoo, i.e., Black Magic. That is so, but
then it makes all the difference in the world whether the phenomena
worker—let us say a real yogior an Adept’s chela—does the things
with the object of self-gratification or for the purpose of instructing
a third party in the mysteries of Natural Law. Broadly speaking,
Black Magic is developed occult power used for selfish purposes ;
White Magic the same power employed to benefit mankind. The
courage of the soldier has been vaunted in the most extravagant terms
in both prose and verse since the beginning of history, but those who
know by experience tell us that this physical courage is an absurd
trifie in comparison with what is needed to face the horrors of the
Borderland, when one goes there consciously and for the purpose of
reducing its tribes to obedience, without guide and helper. The
soldier’s peril is less than nothing beside that which the other must
encounter, who rushes into the crooked path along which madness
and death too often lurk. Only he is safe who can keep ever vivid
throughout his whole experience, the consciousness of the power of
his spiritual self over all other powers that can and will pit themselves
against him, and whose motive is untainted with even the slightest
trace of selfishness.

As I have elsewhere said, the personal relations Between Mr. F,
Max Miiller and myself were cordial. At various times I consulted
him as to the best way of developing the usefulness of the Adyar
Library. At the time to which our narrative has now brought us
(April 1898), I wrote him a letter about the bequest of the late Mr,
C. A. White, who had left his estate to myself for its benefit. I
frankly told him at that time that I was not in the possession of funds
that would enable me to get out from Europe a young German or
English scholar who would be capable of taking charge of the
Library and developing its literary resources ; I only asked him if,
when | had realised the White bequest, he would be able to recom-
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mend to me one of his pupils of something like the calibre of Dr.
Thibault. His reply was friendly, but I was not in a position to take
his help during his lifetime. On April 2nd 1 wrote, at Mr. Bilimoria’s
request, the Introduction to his excellent work, Zoroastrianism in
the Light of Theosophy,” and on the 4th, ordered at the School of
Arts the two bas-relief statues which flank the door of the riverside
apartment which was then occupied by the Western Section of the
Library.

The Overland Mail of that week brought me a large bundle of
newspapers and American newspaper clippings and copies of the
Forum, which showed up in a ridiculous light the bitter struggles
between the leaders of the Secession party created by Mr. Judge and
left by him to his abettors. The mantle of MahAtmaship, a thin and
sleazy material, gaudily tinted but without substance, which he had
flung over one of them to hide for a twelve-month her sex and her
personality, they were now tearing into tatters, apparently hoping each
to get afair-sized remnant. Here they were abusing, warning and
deposing each other, recalling, though in a pitifully small way, the
comedy that was enacted at Rome, Geneva and Avignon, when there
were three popes, and for a period of thirty-eight years they kept
Christian Europe scandalised by their cortentions. Each hurled at
the others anathemas, excommunications and the foulest accusations.
The popes of Rome and Geneva were compared by Wyclif to “ two
dogs snarling over a bone "—a simile which, says the Encyclopadia
Britannica, “ affords significant proof of the manner in which the
popedom had fallen in the estimation of Christendom.” It will be
remembered that before H. P. B.’s death she appointed Mrs. Besant
her successor as “ Outer Head,” that is, visible manager, of the
Esoteric Section. Subsequently, misled by certain influences brought
to bear upon her by Mr. Judge, in whom she had absolute confidence,
she divided the power with him, giving him the direction of the
American half of the movement and keeping for herself the rest. To
a man of Judge’s ambitious temperament this was but the throwing
of a sop to Cerberus, and when his Secession plot had matured and
nothing short of autocracy would satisfy him, he determined to
depose her and to rule alone so that he might use this powerful agency
to carry out his plans. In the Path for March 1893, he published
extracts from four of her private letters to himself (!)in two of
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which, seeing the impending disgrace that was to come upon him, she
suggested his resignation of * the outer headship (of E. S. T.) held
jointly with mgself,” his practical answer to which was the issue in
due course of an ukase deposing her from the directorship of the
E. S. T,, in language so insolent and abusive as to be absolutely in-
excusable: the machinery of the E. S. T. was thenceforward
employed remorselessly to break her influence and vilify her character.

In this connection it will be interesting and profitable to quote
the text of letters written to Mr. Judge and Mrs. Besant by an
influential member of the American Section under date of January
2nd, 1895 :

“ My dear JUDGE,

I have received from . . . a note asking if I recognise your
action in turning down Annie Besant, and appointing yourself as sole
dictator of the Esoteric School of the T. S. As I do not recognise
you as the sole head of this Section, I herewith tender you my resigna-
tion from this school.

I hope to have the time within the next two weeks to write you
another open letter, touching on a number of points which have come
within my observation from the time that I secured the impression of
the Persian coin on your watch-chain, up to date. I have kept silent
since 1889. But a time has now been reached where every person
should speak out, who loves the philosophy which you have so
degraded in your effort to re-establish a hierarchy with yourself as the
veiled prophet speaking from the Holy of Holies. I know too well the
force that is behind you. You are indeed serving your master, but
whether consciously or unconsciously, I do not pretend to say. As
experience has taught me that your method of warfare is to endeavour
to blacken the character of those who take issue with you,and as you
are always merciless in your underhanded thrusts, 1 will say that so
far as the power lies in me, I shall give you no quarter and I ask none,
This is a fight of Truth against a very old enemy of the human race.”

» * * *
“Dear MRs. BESANT,

In order to be honest with myself, I am obliged to utterly
repudiate the claim made by W. Q. Judge that he is to be acknow-
ledged as the sole head of the Esoteric School. I have held my peace
for several years, but I feel now that it is due to a large number of
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American Theosophists to speak out frankly and plainly. I have no
war to make on Judge personally. But I honestly believe that he is
dragging down a great many people by Jesuitical means which are a
little short of diabolical. I do not know as I can help matters, but if
a word of warningis of any use, I shall speak it so far as I can. I
enclose youa copy of a letter which I sent this morning to Mr. Judge.”

A search made among MTr. Judge’s papers a fortnight after his
death (21st March, 1896) revealed the fact that he had nominated
as his successor, Mrs. K. A. Tingley, an American Spiritualistic
medium, entirely unknown to myself and the members in general.
He added a condition, it seems, that the secret should be closely kept
for one year, from all except those whom he had chosen to open and
examine his papers. Dr. Franz Hartmann, a fellow-seceder with
Judge, but who at the time of writing had given his “ voluntary and
prompt resignation from the Presidency of the T. S. in E. (Germany)
after my (his) discovery that ‘ the spirit of intolerance prevailed there-
in,” contributes to the Theosophical Forum (New Series, Vol. I11., No. 7,
April, 1898) the following caustic paragraph about the alleged secret
methods employed in the interests of Mrs. Tingley :

““ The letters before us, privately written by Mr. B...C.., S...C...
and others, in which orders are given as to how the public should be
mystified and the members of the T. S. taken by surprise, and in which
every doubt about the Mahitmaship of Mrs. Tingley is put down asa
deadly sin against the Holy Ghost, are a masterwork of Jesuitism ; but
it is none of our business to trouble ourselves about the means which
any church organism may use for obtaining power over the minds of the
faithful and over their money ; I only wish to state that the church of
Mrs. Tingley never has been and is not now representing the real
Theosophical Society which has been established by H. P. Blavatsky,
nor did the real W. Q. Judge ever resemble the caricature which the
adherents of Mrs. Tingley have made of him and of which they have
created an object of adulation and idolatry.”

Another group into which the Secessionists had split in revolt
against Mrs. Tingley’s autocracy, which called itself the “Temple ”
and had for its “veiled prophet ” another psychic, figuring under the
pseudonym of “ Blue Star,” published in a circular dated at Syracuse,
N. Y., February 1st, 1899, the following indictment :

“ Before Wm. Q. Judge passed into the silence, he left with the

2
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selected Outer Head an injunction and a request. He told her that at
a certain time after he was gone she would receive a certain sign,
immediately upon the receipt of which, she was to send for the person
bearing that sign, and place that one in the Inner Circle of advisers.
This person, whom we will refer to by the impersonal name of
Blue Star, had strong occult connections with the Lodge of Masters,
and would receive directions which would be transmitted to the O. H.
and from her to the different groups. The sign was sent to the O. H:
over a year ago, but she refused to accept it, or recognize the person
giving it. She disobeyed this injunction as well as the one command-
ing her to keep secret her connection with the Lodge for one year.
Overweening ambition and desire for public recognition is the corner-
stone of her failure to keep connection with the Lodge. She organ-
ised the Crusade around the woild which should not have been
attempted until ten years after the death of W. Q. J., when conditions
in America, now under preparation, would have made it a great
success, instead of the useless expenditure of time, money and force
that it really was. She selected the sile for the School of Mysteries
which is not the place selected by the Lodge. Then she called the
Convention at Chicago, where was cut the last strand of the thread
which bound her to Masters. Since then she has been working
solely on her own responsibility.”

A year earlier (February 26th, 1898) Dr. J. D. Buck, later of the
“ Temple,” backed by twenty-four sympathisers, forming what was
called the Amrita Group, had himself notified her thus of his revolt :

“1 have resigned from that section of the E. S. T. over which
you preside. This action was due to you no less than muyself.
Being no longer in sympathy with your methods, and my confidence
in your direction being broken, I could not receive instruction or
bestow obedience to any order of yours. You have converted the
E. S. into a star-chamber, where insinuations and slander against
Brothers is indulged in without protest, and where explanation or
defence is not permitted. This I regard as not only unbrotherly but
as Jesuitical and cowardly. I think such methods demoralising, I
deny that they emanate from the Great Lodge and I believe they will
rebound on all who participate in them.”

A third split, led by Mrs. Tingley’s most trusted lieutenant, Mr.
E. T. Hargrove, who was one of a globe-trotting party called the
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“ Crusaders,” sent out (at an expense of $30,000,) to advertise their
party in all countries where we were known, in the hope of destroy-
ing our influence, and who issued a circular on the 1st March, 1898
in which Mr. Hargrove, with a pathos which would be touching if it
were not so funny, solemnly notifies his ‘‘ Purple Mother : ”

“ You Have ceased to be the Outer Head of the E. S. T. in the
interior and true sense. You will before long cease to be the Outer
Head of the school in the exterior sense. The Outer Head to follow you
has already been appointed by the Master.” She must have thought this
cruel, indeed, as coming from one to whom she had written on
September 5th, 1896, signing herself “ Purple :” “You are more
to me than allin this great world.” We have Congreve’s authority
that hell has no fury like a woman scorned, which may explain her
saying in a letter of April 11th, 1898, to Mr. Neresheimer, that Messrs.
Griscomb, Hargrove and Spencer were a lot of “ occult desperadoes.”

The chronological sequence of the Secession movement would,
then be as follows :(—

May 8th, 1891.—H. P. B. died, after appointing Mrs. Besant
her successor : subsequently, influenced by representations made by
him, the latter united Mr. Judge with herself in a joint leadership.

Fuly 10th, 1894.—Judicial Committee, on Mr. Judge, sat in
London.

November, 1894.--Mr. Judge issues a circular “ deposing” Mrs.
Besant and assuming sole control.

April 28th, 1895.—Boston Convention : American Section
secedes.

Fune 27th, 1895.—Secession recognised, and Charter of American
Section transferred to loyal minority.

A. P. Sinnett appointed Vice-President to fill vacancy caused
by Mr. Judge’s secession.

The pitiful part of this pitiful business is that each of these
Secession leaders pretends to be acting under the inspiration and
guidance of the Masters, while at the same time doing everything to
degrade the name of and bring shame upon the Theosophical
movement. The thoughtful reader cannot fail to see that these
splits and quarrels were an inevitable sequence to the original Boston
Secession, secretly engineered by Mr. Judge; the lust of power
spreading its contagion from person to person. At the present writing
Mrs. Tingley has been the most successful and, as “ She Who Must
Be Obeyed,” rules her millionaire and pauper followersas Autocrat

at Point Loma. H. S. OLcorT,
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THE GREAT PYRAMID.

T is a recognised fact that each important matter of study may be
I considered from two widely different standpoints—that is to say
apparently differing—viz., from the standpoint of those who judge
according to established facts (at least for them established facts) and
from the standpoint of those who judge according to their inner in-
tuitive feeling. The first is called the scientific view, by the second I
want to denote the judgment of those who by an inner knowledge—
the knowledge of the soul, not of the present brain-consciousness—
know of the real truth of things. Now it has become a deplorable
custom, that those who judge according to the often very relatively
established facts, do notset any value whatever on the opinions existing
on certain matters with those who possess an inner appreciation of the
gnosis of these things.

The former school of thinkers constitutes the majority, because
the bulk of the unthinking masses sides with them, not by convic-
tion but by mental love of ease or ignorance.

In the first place I wish to put a question to my readers : ¢ Does
not the first view rest on a preconceived feeling about certain things ?”
and in that case, I should certainly answer “yes.” For the
scientist who collects a number of facts, physical facts, and who does
so merely with the idea of analysing them and putting them together,
etc., with the intention of building up the history of these things,
possesses besides his knowledge as a scientist, his feeling as a human
being, the latter being formed by his intercourse with similar thinkers,
friends and acquaintances, not only of this life, but by his thinking
and his intercourse with them in former lives as well. Beyond
doubt, even against his own will, a scientist will look at a subject
through the glasses of his feeling, glasses that have been formed in
former lives and are continually being formed in the present.

Now let us consider the facts themselves from which they
derive their scientific opinions of the history of antiquity. Our
present investigators have little to do in this respect, least of all
with written records. Till a comparatively recent time the considera-

Google



1906.] THE GREAT PYRAMID, 813

tion of that which was written was entirely subjected to and limited
by church dogmas, and a free and independent opinion on a matter
such as the one under discussion was absolutely impossible. That
which is thought and written about it could develop freely only as
lately as the last century, and itis exactly in that century that
important facts began to be divulged, and every one who knows
how little knowledge of facts was available till now, and is acquainted
with the theories based on these facts by different scientific investi-
gators, will perceive that the theories do not fit in withthem. When,
as well-known records show, the history of humanity is to be traced
to a period of some thousands of years before Christ, and the facts
from the beginning of that history prove that advanced civilisations
existed in those times, then it may be scientific, but it is not logical,
surely, to say that this was the beginning of the history of human
civilisation, with a view especially to another scientifically established
fact, that the earth existed millions of years before that epoch. For
we have to choose between two views concerning the things previous
to the epoch from which our dates commence, namely, either
humanity existed for thousands, nay, perhaps for millions, of years
in a savage state, and in that case the development of the next
few thousands of years was entirely in keeping with the fact,
or civilisations were in existence long before the said epoch. Here
an opinion about this period, if at least one wants to form an
opinion, is resting solely on feeling, as any satisfactory knowledge
of facts is wanting, and this being the case, the Theosophical
theory in this instance has as much value as the scientific one.

Is not this true also as regarding a later period ?—may be asked,
and not without reason. I for one think that it is most assuredly true,
but in order to prove this, one has to be able to make the existing
facts tally with the theory; and this requires more than can be
expected from a chance student. This requires a scientist with
Theosophical theories, and suchare wanting as yet in our several
departments of science. But if we, who are unable to collect a
sufficient number and knowledge of facts to bear out our theories
scientifically, only persevere on the strength of our inner knowledge,
the stress will become so great, that even this squaring of facts with
theories will soon cease to be only a beautiful dream. And it is because
I feel this and know it to be true, that I have the courage here to
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treat my subject from a point of view which rests on data taken from
“ unscientific ” books written by “ unscientific” people, who never-
theless, I feel certain, possessed more real knowledge about these
things and therefore have more right to speak about them, than a
mere collector of facts. 1f a person feels deeply in regard to a
subject, this is a proof that in his aura, skandha’s are existing from a
time when he was very intimately connected with that subject and
knew the thing, and if he gives those skandhas free scope, he will
know more about the matter, in my opinion, than anybody judging
only from outside.

But I have wandered already too far from my subject ; I desired
to speak about the two great theories we have concerning antiquity
and the history of humanity. The scientific theory then asserts, that
all progress of man rests on a gradual evolution of physical man and
his physical brain, and that man from the standpoint of the savage
reached the present standpoint of civilization without any help from out-
side whatever, and also regards the said standpoint—with the conceit
peculiar to our period—as a very high one, if not the highest that
can be attained. We will not here discuss the question as to whether
there is any reason to regard our present civilization to be of very
high standing, but rather proceed to sum up what the opposite or
Theosophical theory has to say. This theory teaches that up to a
comparatively recent period, humanity has been entirely guided from
outside, just as ayoung child first learns to walk supported by the
hand of its parent, and that it is only nowadays that mankind begins
to stand alone. In this childhood of humanity grand civilizations
existed, established and guided entirely by those Elder Brothers of
Humanity, who came from other parts of our solar system to help on
our evolution. They were the Kings, Initiates and Priests of these
ancient civilizations, and all the knowledge existing in our system
was at their disposal. Hence They could present to mankind a
civilization to be an example for later times. Now I do not pretend
that the yoeung races whom they guided fully answered to the inten-
tions of these exalted Beings. No, we only know too well from
what we have been taught, that they never could compel men, nor
were allowed to do so, to execute Their plans completely ; though
Their mere presence sufficed to carry a race to a high level of civili-
zation and prosperity, and that race likewise fell to decay when They
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again retired. The use of their presence could not be other than the
first push that set the engine of humanity in motion, but now we are so
far developed that we must try to come to the same results on
our own account. A clear image of such a scheme on the smaller
scale of a subdivision of evolution we find in art. In Greece, in
antiquity as known to us, some great initiates have wrought statues
that have not been equalled by any of their followers and are not
equalled evenin our days. Still, there they are, as an example of what
is possible in that line, and the relative goal of our sculptors should be,
in order to equal them, to reach in the future the standpoint of their
creators. Here too, we see first an apparently uncommon and
abnormal development and civilization, then a decline, and after that
a coming civilization returning to the starting point, plus the inner
evolution, gained by that imitation.

At all events, whether we can show and prove it by facts or not,
Theosophical theory tells us, that the first civilizations of our humanity
those of prehistoric times, of which the first known Egyptian civiliza-
tion was but a degenerate remnant, were established and guided by
Adepts or in some few cases by very exalted Beings from other
globes in our systemn.

If we adhere to this view there can be no doubt with us other than
that we have to consider all matters we know or guess at, concerning
these civilizations and that of historical Egypt likewise, in quite a
different light from that of the average scientific investigator.

If now in the light of this theory, we look at the subject of
which I intended to treat . . . to wit, the different theories
existing about the Great Pyramid, its Builders, the why and where-
fore of its erection, etc., then we certainly can not agree with the words
of one of the greatest of our present Egyptologists, Mr. IE. A. Wallis
Budge, when he writes in his last great work, concerning the subject
inhand :* ‘In the following pages no mention will be found of the
various ingenious theories that have always gathered around the
Great Pyramid, and that would attribute hidden purposes and
significations to this extensive monumental tomb, for by all competent
experts it is now taken for granted, that it actually was built for a

¢ Bookson Egypt and Chaldea. A History of Egypt from the end of the
Neolithic Period to the Death of Cleopatra VII., B.C. 30, by E, A. Wallis Budge,

London, 1902, 8 Vol,
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tomb, and not to exemplify any esoteric teachings connected with
the Hebrew Patriarchs and others.” * This statement may have great
authority, and undoubtedly has, for those who hold the ordinary
scientific view, surely ; but as surely there will be a great number who,
though not belonging to the “ competent experts,” certainly do not
agree with it, and never will, because they follow the “ theory of
feeling,” and also because in numerous cases they do not acknow-
ledge the authority of the facts stated. But to form a correct idea
about some of the theories concerning the Great Pyramid, itis
certainly necessary in the first instance to see what are the theories
and data on record about the inhabitants of Egypt during the period
of the building of this Pyramid.

In the first place, the scientific ones. In his foreword to the
work above mentioned Budge says : ¢ That archaeologists have long
ago asserted that the period of three or four thousands of years by
many considered as sufficient for the creation, growth, maturity and
decay of ancient Egyptian civilization, did not indeed suffice, and
that the beautiful reliefs and paintings and the gigantic Pyramids,
which were the work of the Egyptians of the Fourth Dynasty,
could never have been produced by a people that was completely
savage a few hundred years ago. It has now been proved that
this view was the correct one, and it is known that Mend or
Menes was not the first King of Egypt,t nor did the period of
civilization, revealed to us by the works of the dynastic Egyptians

_emerge, ready made so to speak, during the reign of that king. It
is equally sure that a number of independent kings must have reigned
in the Delta as well as in Upper-Egypt long before Mend, though
it is perfectly possible that he was the first king, historically known,
who succeeded in making himself king of the South as well as of the
North.} ‘

Now this agrees very well in a certain respect with our Theo-
sophical theory of pre-historic civilization, for besides what is mention-

*  QOp.cit. Vol. II., Foreword, pp. 8, 9.

+ According to Manetho’s Tables this really should have been the case and it is
simply for this reason, that many have come to regard him as a kind of primeval
king. Now these Tables do not rest on any authority whatever, because only
fragments of them are mentioned by some few classical writers. The original
Tables of Manetho have been destroyed most likely in the great fire of the Library
of Alexandria. (V. G.)

1 Op. cit. Foreword, p. 12,
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ed here it is a fact that Menes, though he caused some great public
work to be executed (as the changing of the course of the Nile, by
constructing a huge dike) and was a great ruler generally, who
contributed a great deal to the material well-being and the prosperity
of his subjects, he also went too far in this respect and introduced
much luxury and excess at his court, and thereby it is shown that he
had become already materialisticand was by no means a King-Initiate,
at least not of that high degree generally designated by this word.
It is certain that the introduction of great luxury with a great nation
always has been the mark of the beginning of decay, as is distinctly
shown in the case of the great Roman Empire, so that we may
conjecture that the period of greatest prosperity was not during the
reign of Menes, but long before that time, and that the commencement
of that civilization has to be looked for much further back in remote
antiquity, So far, we do not see any difference between these two
theories. But a great difference begins to show itself when we hear
what science teaches concerning the various elements constituting
the population and the way in which the land was peopled. In one
point Egyptologists generally agree, namely, in that the historical
Egyptian race was a mixture of African negro tribes and Asiatic
Colonists, but that during the historically accepted period the Egyptians
were ignorant about their real ancestors, that the types were consider-
ably mixed, and that among them there was found the type of all
those that had alternately dominated Egypt.

Prof. Maspéro derives the Egyptians from the Proto-Semitical
races * who came from Asia, passing the Isthmus of Suez, and found
another race on the banks of the Nile, a negro race most likely, which
by them was pushed back into the inland. It is more difficult to say
when this took place, and we find that Egyptologists as Flinders
Petric, Budge, Maspéro, Wiedemann and others, do not give any
data, and only a fixed chronology according to dynasties is introduced
since Menes. That it took place a very long time before Menes is
obvious from what precedes. These colonists seem to have settled
first in Upper-Egypt, south of the historical Thebes, even before the
formation of the Delta, and gradually spread towards the North. The
records of the later priests handed down to us, concerned the
inhabitants of the South, who by them were regarded as a kind of

* « Histoire Ancienne des Peuples de I'Orient, I'Egypte Primitive,” p. 17,

3
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ancestral Gods, called the sons of Horus or Schesoo-Hor. They were

. the inhabitants of the regions situated near the springs of the Nile,
called Poént, and which is spoken of asthe Holy Land of Khent.
The Southern country always remained the great Holy Abode of the
tribes that went to the North, and all their legends are full of allusions
to it—evidently not without reason, though this must be looked for
in Theosophical and not in scientific writings. Madame Blavatsky
says in the “ Secret Doctrine” * that these original inhabitants of Poént
were an Aryan nation, who went from Asia to the springs cf the Nile.
She describes this colonising expedition at great length. She gives
a more detailed description of the ancestral Kings of the Egyptians, in
¢ Secret Doctrine,” Part I1., p. 343.

“1t is to this period we have to look for the first appearance of
the ancestors of those whom we term the most ancient people of the
world—now called respectively the Aryan Hindis, the Egyptians,
and the oldest Persians on the one hand, and the Chaldees and
Pheenicians on the other. These were governed by Divine Dynas-
ties, i.e., Kings and Rulers who had of mortal man only his physical
appearance as il was then, but who were Beings from spheres higher
and more celestial than our own sphere will be, long Manvantaras
hence. Itis of course useless to attempt to force a belief in the
existence of such Beings on sceptics.”

How the Asiatic tribes, namely, the Eastern Ethiopians,—the
mighty builders— emigrated from Asia to their new home, Egypt,
H.P.B. tells us very clearly also in the “ Secret Doctrine,” where
she gives an explanation of the fable of Io, as told by Prometheus.
“Io is the Moon-goddess of generation—for she is Isis and she is
Eve, the Great Mother,” she says, and then proceeds to give the
following explanation of this legend :

Io is the mother and the symbol of physical humanity.t In
the legend the racial wanderings are traced as plainly as words can
express it. She (lo) has to quit Europe and to go to Asia’s conti-
nent, reaching there the highest of the mountains of Caucasus ;
afterwards she must travel Eastward, after passing the “Kimmerian
Bosphorus” and crossing what is evidently the Volga and now
Astrakhdn on the Caspian Sea, finally to reach the land of the

* « Secret Doctrine,” Part I1., pp. 435, 486.
¢ Secret Doctrine,” Part 11., p. 434,
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¢ Arimaspian Host’ (East of Herodotus’ Scythia). Madame Blavat-
sky goes on to say, that Prof. Newman rightly conjectures this to
be the Ural. The legend then gives something that has been
inexplicable to all European interpreters: Io is to found a colony
and has therefore to travel farther Eastward, till she comes to the
river Ethiops, which she is to follow till it falls into the Nile. Now
some think that the Nile “rising from some place in India and
flowing through much desert land, and thereby losing its name
Indus, next . . . flowed through inhabited land, being now
called Nile by the Ethiopians of those parts and afterwards by the
Egyptians,”* '

Obviously this idea owes its origin to the fact that no other
Ethiopians were known than those inhabiting the Northern part of
Africa ; but Madame Blavatsky says, that the river mentioned certainly
is the Indus, that was called by the Eastern Ethiopians, Ethiops,
also Nil and Nild&.t And further, “India and Egypt were two
kindred nations, and the Eastern Ethiopians—the mighty builders—
have come from India, as is prelty well proved, it is hoped, in
‘Isis Unveiled.’f Nil4 simply means blue waters. ¢ The race of Io,
the ¢ cow-horned maid,’” is then simply the first pioneer race of the
Athiopians, brought by her from the Indus to the Nile, which
received its name in memory of the mother river of the colonists from
India. Therefore Prometheus says to lo, that the sacred Neilos—
the God, not the river—shall guide her to ¢ the land, three-cornered,’
namely, to the Delta, where her sons are foreordained to found ¢ that
far-off colony.” It is there that a new race (the Egyptians) will
begin.”¥ ‘

We certainly have now material enough to think about in what
Madame Balavatsky has given us concerning the formation of the new
race, and we may connect it with other data concerning the Egyptians ;
but to be as clear and as complete as possible on this point, I give
here something that is said about these immigrations in the remark-
able book entitled : ¢ The Story of Atlantis :’ “ Egypt must now be

* « Secret Doctrine,” Part 11, p. 435. Compare Prometheus Bound, p. 385,
note.

t+ Op. cit.

$ * Secret Doctrine,” Part 1., pp. 569, 670.

q ¢ Secret Doctrine,” Part I1., p. 436.
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referred fo, and the consideration of this subject should let in a flood
of light upon its early history. Although the first settlement in that
country was not in the strict sense of the term a colony, it was from
the Toltec race that was subsequently drawn the first great body of
emigrants intended to mix with and dominate the aboriginal people.”

In the first instance it was the transfer of the great Lodge of
Initiates, This took place about 400,000 years ago. The golden age
of the Toltecs was long past. The moral degradation of the people
and the consequent practice of the “ black arts ” were becoming more
accentuated and widely spread. Purer surroundings for the White
Lodge were needed. Egypt was isolated and was thinly peopled, and
therefore Egypt was chosen. The settlement so made answered its
purpose, and undisturbed by adverse conditions the Lodge of Initiates
for nearly 200,000 years did its work.

About 210,000 years ago, when the time was ripe, the Occult
Lodge founded an empire—the first “ Divine Dynasty "' of Egypt—
and began to teach the people. Then it was that the first great body
of colonists was brought from Atlantis, and some time during the ten
thousand years that led up to the second catastrophe, the two great
Pyramids of Gizeh were built, partly to provide permanent Halls of
Initiation, but also to act as treasure-house and shrine for some great
talisman of power during the submergence which the Initiated knew
to be impending.” *

Now there remains little to be said about the information given
in the book before mentioned, that seems important in connection
with the subject in hand. To everybody interested in it, I should
recommend to read the whole treatise. What is of importance here
to mention is the fact, that I do not think that by the two great
Pyramids of Gizeh is meant the Great Pyramid, but the other two,
known as the Pyramid of Kephren and of Menkaura, The former
was, as far as I understand, built more than 400,000 years ago, which
is to be inferred from what is said in the “ Secret Doctrine,” Part I.,
p. 468, and to that I shall have to refer presently.

Mr. Sinnett, in his treatise on “ The Pyramids and Stonehenge”
has written at great length on this point, of the population of Egypt
during that period,f and I could not do better here than give a short

® « The Story of Atlantis,” pp. 37, 38.
1 ¢ The Pyramids and Stonehenge," pp. 10, 15.
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summary of the information he gathered from occult sources with
regard to this part of our subject. In the first place then, an investi-
gation concerning the origin of Egyptian civilization brings us to the
Atlantean race. About a million years ago this Atlantean race
predominated in almost all habitable countries, though of course, the
majority lived on the continent of Atlantis. Egypt itself was occupied
by a people far below the Atlanteansin civilization. During the decline
of Atlantis the Adepts and in general the more spiritually enlightened
of the Atlanteans gradually left the main continent, and settled in
remote districts, frequently in the midst of half-savage tribes, whose
proximity nevertheless was less harmful than that of their degenerate
countrymen who had polluted the atmosphere by evil thoughts
and deeds and whom they could influence no longer. They might
be of much greater use to the still undeveloped races, who as
yet were uncorrupted. Everywhere, in different countries we
find the marks of the sojourn of these Adepts in the form of
buildings left by them, now in ruins, especially of temples; so for
instance the Pyramids in America, Stonehenge in England, the
Pyramids in India and conspicuously among all, those best known,
the oldest Pyramids of Egypt. The Adepts who settled in Egypt
did not find any more a half-savage race, but a developing one,
consisting of a mixture of the old races and Atlantean emigrants,
the so-called Ruta-Atlanteans. Madame Blavatsky says, speaking
about these races : “ Nevertheless, even in the days of Plato, with
the exception of priests and initiates, no one seems to have preserved
any distinct recollection of the preceding races. The earliest Egypt-
ians had been separated from the latest Atlanteans for ages upon
ages ; they were themselves descended from an alien race and had
settled in Egypt some 400,000 years before.”* (This alicn race was
the Ruta-Atlanteans.)

When the seed of spirituality took root during the sojourn of
the later Adepts, these Adepts seem to have taken in hand the
government, in worldly as well as in spiritual matters. They were
the divine King-Initiates, who precede the human dynasties of Menes
and they led Egypt to a material and spiritual prosperity, of which
the Egyptian civilization as known to us is but a faint reflection.

® « Secret Doctrine,” Part II., p. 792. See too, * Secret Doctrine,” Part 11, p.
436.

Google



822 THE THEOSOPHIST. (AvGusT

During their reign—and it is impossible here to talk of years, so
it will suffice to say, it was the period lying midway between the
first emigration of the Atlantean Adepts and the present epoch—the
first pyramids were built, not as an original something, but as the
universally accepted way of building temples and dwelling places of
Adepts in that time ; for Madame Blavatsky says that Egypt was by
no means unique in possessing pyramids, but that they existed on
the four corners of the world, though in that time the principal seat
of the Adepts was in Egypt. Now this was, according to Mr.
Sinnett, about 200,000 years ago.*

I have now come to a point in this paper, when, referring to
all that precedes and appealing to the occult authority of this statement,
I can properly deal with the reason why I think it useful and desira-
ble to treat upon such a subject as the one under consideration.
When we learn from the foregoing statement, that the Adept-Kings
were the rulers of the people by whom these Pyramids were built, we
as Theosophists, with the idea we approximately have formed of
such highly developed Beings, cannot imagine that these Pyramids
were built as “tombs.” With us there is no doubt whatever but
that these pyramids served some high purpose, and we can then
fully accept what Mr. Sinnett says in the already mentioned treatise,t
that these pyramids, and especially the Great Pyramid, were meant
as temples of initiation, and that the Great Pyramid had another use
besides this, namely the protection of visible magical objects, that
were hid beneath the rocky surface and used during the occult
mysteries. It is said that they were buried in the rocky soil, that the
pyramid was erected over them, in order to secure them against
earthquakes and the effects of the vast inundations that flooded
Egypt and other parts of the earth with immense masses of water.

But while this occult theory clashes completely with the authori-
tative and conventional tomb-theory of the pyramids, we must not
lose sight of the fact that during the decline of Egyptian civilization,
that is to say during the historical period known to us, esoteric know-
ledge had, of course, disappeared with the Adepts, who had retired to
a still more distant country as the generation grew more and more
materialistic, and that this theory certainly has more value and is

- o—

# ¢ The Pyramids and Stonehenge,” p. 13,
t+ Op. cit., p. 13.

Google



1906.] THE GREAT PYRAMID, 828

borne out by proofs regarding the now ensuing fashion of building
pyramids for tombs. For surely those later kings did not build
them as places of initiation, and there is abundance of proof
that they were meant for tombs; the fact that they took the
pyramidal form is owing to their imitating the existing older
pyramids. We therefore must find the value of the pyramids as seen
from an occult standpoint in data not discovered in connection with
the later pyramids, but entirely on those which have been procured
by Clairvoyant investigation, such as Mr. Sinnett gives us in his treatise
and concerning which we also find sufficient hints in the * Secret
Doctrine.”

But apart from this occult value of the oldest pyramids in general
that of the Great Pyramid may be of special importance to us, if we
have a proper respect for the statement Madame Blavatsky gives us in
the ¢ Secret Doctrine ""* concerning this point, namely :

“The Great Mother lay with the A, and the |, and the ||, the

second | and theﬁ’f, in her Bosom, ready to bring them forth, the

valiant Sons of the ] A || [or 4,320,000, the Cycle], whose two
Elders are the O [Circle] and the(Point). At the beginning of every
Cycle of 4,320,000, the Seven, or as some nations had it, Eight, Great
Gods, descend to establish the new order of things and to give the
impetus to the new cycle. That eighth God was the unifying Circle, or
Logos, separated and made distinct from its Host, in exoteric dogma,
just as the three divine hypostases of the ancient Greeks are now
considered in the Churches as three distinct persone. As a Commen-
tary says :

¢ The Mighty ones perform their great works, and leave behind
them everlasting monuments to commemorate their visit, every time
they penetrate within our maydvic veil (atmosphere).’ ”

Thus we are taught that the Great Pyramids were built under
their direct supervision, “ when Dhruva (the then Pole-Star) was at
his lowest culmination, and the Krittikds (Pleiades) looked over his
head (were on the same meridian, but above) to watch the work of

—

* « Secret Doctrine,” Part 1., pp. 468, 469,

+ 314150 . . . the synthesis, or the Host unificd in the Logos. . .accord-
ing to Madame Blavatsky as before mentioned. Therefore the reader will not be
surprised, if this number is frequently referred to in the subsequent treatment of the
Great Pyramid, (V. G.) ’
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the Giants,” Surely it must be worth while for us to try and show
that there are reasons to prove that the Pyramids had a higher
value and use than merely being “ monumental tombs for vain kings,”
and itis this I propose to do. I wish to deal with the following
points subsequently : the situation of the Pyramid, its Builders and
its astronomical value, a description of the wonderfully intricate and
interesting system of passages and galleries ; then a summary of the
number (about 40) of more or less valuable theories, and finally a
detailed consideration of the ideas favouring the mystical theory ;
ultimately we shall try to understand the symbolism of this wonder
of the world.

May I succeed in giving to my readers an impression of the
enormously great mystical value of this Gift of the Gods !

H. J. VAN GINKEL.
(Trans. by Clara Streubel.)

[To be Continued].

ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT-FOUNDER AT THE
THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE
EUROPEAN SECTIONS OF THE T. S.

RETHREN,—It has given me sincere pleasure to accept your in-
B vitation to preside at this third Congress of the Federation of the
European Sections of the Theosophical Society, for the plan of local
Federations, national Conventions and International Congresses has
commended itself to my judgment from the very first : it illustrates the
Society’s principle of fraternity and is the best of all means to make
our members acquainted with their colleagues of other towns,
provinces and countries. A personal intercourse of a longer or
shorter period is worth more than any amount of correspondence, to
establish between us the ties of friendship and awaken the spirit of
brotherliness and good-will.

The meeting of this Congress at Paris and the large attendance of
members of various nationalities, some of whom have come from dis-
tant countries to take us by the hand and affirm their readiness to
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co-operate with us in pushing on the theosophical movement, has for
me a deeper significance than it can have for most of you ; for I can
thus measure the growth and vitality of the movement. When
Madame Blavatsky and I came here in 1884 there was an extremely
pooroutlook forthe European part of the movement outside the United
Kingdom. In Paris there were three little groups of.students, viz.,
those led by the late Lady Caithness—Duchesse de Pomar—that of
Dr. Fortin, and that of the late M. Leymarie ; the first and third
mixed up with Spiritualism, the second with a sort of occultism.
Comdt. Courmes was then in the Naval Service, his home being at
London. Later, there came into the movement a strong character, the
late M. Dramard ; and another, M. Edouard Coulomb, who had the
misfortune to bear a name which had been tainted in India bya
person not in any way related to him. We had also M, Arthur
Arnould, a well-known man of letters and of excellent personal
character. A new branch was formed by M. Arnould in connection
with Dr. Gerard Encausse (widely known in the circles of magic,
alchemy and sorcery under the pseudonym of “ Papus”) whose
relations with us were cut off somewhat later by his expulsion. We
had also, in the persons of M. Gaboriau, and the late M. Gillard,
very enthusiastic and hard-working colleagues. In that same
epoch began our connection with one of the noblest-hearted French-
men whom I have ever met, the late Paul Tourniel, whose recent death
has been a heavy blow to us. But until quite recently the lives of
our French Branches have been precarious as if they contained no
one person who could draw into the circle about him enough of
the vital current which animates our movement to give them a strong
hold on life. '

At the time of the visit of the Founders to Paris in 1884 our
Society had only a fraclion of its present strength. Our official
statistics show that up to the close of that year only 99 Charters for
Branches had been issued, whereas, up to the close of 19035, I had
issued 850 Charters and, to give you an idea of its present great
vigour I may mention that during the twelve-month ending December
1904, fifty-five Branch Charters were issued and in the succeeding
year sixty-one. As explained in my last Annual Report, our Society,
like every other society in the world, has had its losses of members and
dissolutions of Branches, so that, from the year 1875 to the end of

4
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last year, 186 Branches had lapsed from internal causes, besides the
85 Branches which took part in the Judge Secession, which cannot
be said to be a large number when we come to consider the hetero-
geneous character of our members of so many different races, religions
and international prejudices ; in fact, that despite everything, we
could count at the time of the last Report 579 living Charters is some-
thing quite wonderful and perhaps unique in the history of modern
organisations. The Society is now operating in 44 different countries
for, to the computation of 43 made at the close of last year, we must
now add Turkey,a Charter for a Branch at Salonica having been
issued since my arrival in Paris a few days ago.

THE SOCIETY'S HEADQUARTERS.

The curious ignorance which I have encountered since I came
to Europe, with respect to the location of the Executive Center of the
Society, leads me to make a brief explanation on this point. Some
have thought that it was at Calcutta, some at Bombay, whereas, in
point of fact, it isat Adyar, a suburb of the City of Madras. This is
my official residence, the depository of the Society’s Archives, the site
of the Adyar Library (which is becoming one of the most important
Libraries of the world in the matter of the richness of its collections of
Oriental books and manuscripts) and the place from which all charters
for Sections and Branches and diplomas of Membership officially
issue. Asmany people have asked me both in Great Britain and here
how I left Mrs. Besant, as though we were living in the same house, I
will simply add that Benares where she lives, is nearly a thousand miles
away from Adyar. At my Office center all the threads of influence
which bind together the eleven national Sections of the Society into
one consolidated unit, so that the view of the movement which I have
is, so to say, an universal one, while that which presents itself to a
large number of our members is either of a parochial character,
relating to their own small center, or merely national, with the capital
city of the country as the nucleus of the movement. You cannot
possibly realise the size of the movement to which you belong until
you let your thought travel over continents and oceans, from the
Branches in Nothern Sweden within the Polar Circle to those at the
Southern extremity of the South Island of New Zealand, and then fix
your attention upon Adyar, our official center, the heart from which
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pulsates the vital force that keeps alive all Branches and Sections
throughout the world. The secret of the persistent vigour of the
Society is that its platform is so drafted as to exclude all dogmas, all
social contests, all causes of strife and dissention such as are begotten
of questions of sex, colour, religion and fortune, and make altruism,
tolerance, peace and brotherliness the cornerstones upon which it
rests : its aim is to make us keep ever in view a splendid Ideal and
stimulate us to observe the Golden Rule of doing to others as we
would wish to be done by. I do not venture for one moment to say
that we have fully succeeded in living up to our Ideal ; far from it.
But the mere fact of the existence of the Society after all its vicissitudes
and its present powerful vitality gives ample proof that we have
achieved much in that direction. We have had a multitude of shocks
and crises through which the Society has passed unscathed, as it will
pass through the others which must inevitably come. However
oblivious of it others may be, I never for one moment forget that the
Mahédtmas, whom 1 have been blessed in knowing personally for
many years, are behind this movement, watching over it and helping
every one of us who has deserved their assistance. Under such
auspices this Society will never perish while there remains even a
small handful of members who are brave, faithful and unselfish.

COMPLAINTS MADE AGAINST THE T, S.

One objection which has been rather persistently urged in France,
where socialism is an active issue, is that while we profess to make
fraternity our chief ideal we do nothing to practically illustrate it in
the way of forming socialistic and charitable societies. These views
are based upon a total misapprehension of the constitutional charac-
ter of our Society, Its aim is to float ideas which are likely to benefit
the whole world, to give clearand just conceptions of the duty of man
toman, of the way to secure peace and good-will between nations,
to show how theindividual can secure happiness for himself and
spread it around him by pursuing a certain line of conduct, and how
Ignorance, which has been declared by that great Adept, the Buddha,
to be the source of all human miseries, can be dispelled. One of its chief
objects is to discover and expound the fundamental basis on which
stand all religious systems and to make men divest themselves of every
shadow of dogma so as to become tolerantand forbearing towards all
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men of other faiths than one’s own. It was never even dreamt that we
should amass capital as a Society to organise societies of any kind,
whether socialistic, religious or commercial, and I have set my face
from the first against every attempt to make it responsible for the
private preferences and prejudices of its members, repudiating in fofo
every procedure, however seemingly innocent in itself, which could
be construed into a breach of our constitutional neutrality. The
members of the French Section will recollect that quite recently I
had to officially reprobate the passage of a resolution expressing the
Society’s sympathy for the work of a Peace Society. Should we
once begin this ill-advised departure from the neutral ground upon
which we have grown and flourished and express our collective sym-
pathy with socialistic, temperance, vegetarian, anti-slavery, esoteric,
masonic, political and charitable societies, we should soon fall into
chaos ; our resolutions of sympathy would soon become a drug in
the market and all our present dignity would be sacrificed in gushes of
uncontrolled sentimentality. It is hard for me to have to utter this
word of warning but I would rather a hundred times sacrifice the
friendly opinion of my colleagues than keep silent while they, in their
inexperience, are trying to drag our carto the crest of the slope at
whose foot lies the chasm of ruin.

I hope you all understand that while I am defending the rights
of the Society as a body, I have not the remotest wish or thought
of interfering in the least degree with the liberty of the individual.
Quite the contrary, I sympathise with and encourage every tendency
in my colleagues to ally themselves in movements tending towards
the public good. 1 even go further in setting the example of work-
ing for the promotion of education among the Buddhists of Ceylon
and the Pariahs eof Southern India; I am also a Trustee and friend
of the Central Hindu College managed by Mrs. Besant at Benares,
without either she or I, in our work among the Hindus and the
Buddhists respectively, attempting to throw the responsibility for it
on the Society.

Another complaint made is that we are responsible for the whole
litter of little occult societies (some of them of an indecent character,
since they have sold love philtres, tips for speculations on the Bourse
and the Race course, telling of fortunes, etc.). Needless to tell any of
you older members, the Society is not only not responsible for these
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little centers of selfishness and superstition but they are abhorrent to
its ideal. These social microbes have ever existed beneath the surface
of human society and any powerful force-current like that of our move-
ment stimulates them into new life. I amsorry to say I have found
in different countries that our members, carried away by a thirst for
the occult and the mysterious, have patronised all sorts of huxters of
phenomena and have, but too readily, enlisted themselves as followers
of these exploiters of human credulity. Until now, a majority of our
members have not come to realise the difference between the veri-
table siddhis (spiritual powers) described by Patanjali, the great
founder of the Indian philosophy of Yoga, and the elementary
psychical powers of uneducated, sometimes hysterical, persons
who give seances for pay or Zratuitously. It is impossible to
dwell too strenuously upon the prime importance of learning te
distinguish between these manifestations. The psychic faculty,
like a sharp sword standing in the corner of a room, may be used
for a good or an evil purpose. The possession of clairvoyance—
whether retrospective or prophetic—clairaudience, the power to speak
or write in unlearnt languages, to move ponderable objects without
touch, to read thought, to travel in the astral body, to precipitate
pictures or writings upon paper or other materials, to see and
describe absent persons, etc., are no evidence whatever of purity or
elevation of character or spiritual evolution : I have known persons
rarely gifted in one or other of these respects who were immoral in
habit and false in statement. Patanjali specially warns us to avoid at
all costs the following of these perverting psychical powers into
the side paths which lead the pilgrim away from the straight
road that runstowards the top of the mountain of spiritual develop-
ment, They are but the spawn floating on the surface of the water
over which we must propel the bark of our higher self to arrive at
the port of adeptship.

While upon this subject 1 wish to impress upon your minds that
no more dangerous obstacle lies in the Upward Path than credulity.
The first great lesson taught by the Adept Master to his pupil is, to
use his reason and common-sense in all things ; no teaching is to be
taken as inspired, no teacher to be infallible.  Act,” wrote a Master
to me in the beginning of my pupilage, ‘“ as though we had no existence.
Do your duty as you see it and leave the results to take care of them-
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selves. Expect nothing from us, yet be ready for anything.” This was
a life-lasting lesson to me and I have acted upon it to the best of my
ability ever since. In the very early days I had the tendency of
taking as almost unquestionable the teachings that I got through
Madame Blavatsky : I was afraid not to follow blindly her instructions
lest I might unwittingly be disobedient to the wishes of the Masters.
But experience cured me of that and threw me back upon the exer-
cise of my common-sense, since which time I have had nothing to
regret. 1 pass this lesson on to you, beginners, in the hope that in the
early stages of your career you may be willing to listen to the advice
of an elder brother whose experience in psychical matters already dates
back fifty-five years. Do not be carried away by over-credulity into
accepting as infallible a single line or word written or spoken in our
movement from the time of H, P. B, onward ; do not blindly believe
that an eloquent speaker or writer must of necessity be more holy than
yourselves, nor, on the other hand, fall inio the fatal mistake of
imagining that because one of your leaders may have failed, through
moral weakness or temporary moral aberration, to embody the ideal
of the Perfect Man, he or she must therefore be unable to give out
teachings of a very high order. For recollect, my friends, we are all
of us at the present time grossly ignorant of the relationship between
psychism and spirituality, we do not know the boundary line between
them, nor how it is that occasionally a polluted person, physically,
may be utilised as a channel for the inflow of wisdom-teaching from
the Masters. Does it not suggest itself to your common-sense that,
given the fact of the world's population numbering some 1,500,000,000
and all under the supervision of the Guardians of the Race, a count-
less number of intermediate agents must be needed to act under
the direction of the “ Elder Brothers” to carry out their plans for
facilitating the operation of the Law of Karma ? And do you suppose
that the Masters have at their disposal a sufficient number of untainted
and absolutely pure intermediaries to do this service ?

Some years ago I wrote an article on “ Asceticism ” in which I
told about the rebuke that was administered to me at Bombay by a
Master when, upon being asked to name the one among all the then
members of the Society in India whom 1 thought the brightest
spiritually, I named one whose devotion to the Society was great and
whose personal conduct was irreproachable ; but I was told that [
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should have selected a certain other person who, although a drunkard,
was spiritually advanced within.

No sensible person would say that a person addicted to drunken-
ness or sexual excesses is more likely to be an accurate teacher or
wise counsellor than one who leads a decent life ; quite the contrary,
but it means that now and again appears a person who, despite moral
failings, can serve as a channel for high teachings. Yet the very fact
of his moral taint would naturally put us on our guard for fear that
we might fall into tbe trap of our own’ credulity and take the teach-
ings without proper scrutiny. :

Then, again, the question of mental aberration, a most insidious
‘and dangerous matter, confronts us. Itis a fact affirmed by all
medical authorities that in our daily intercourse we are constantly
meeting with persons apparently sane who, nevertheless, are suffering
from some mental aberration upon a given subject which may pass
unnoticed for years unless some sudden occurrence should bring a
pressure upon them, when this seeming innocent eccentricity may
develop into acutemania, The impetuous current of modern life tends
to develop unhealthy nervous states, and Hysteria, a monster which
takes on many forms and may end in complete nervous disequilibrium
in either one of a hundred aspects, is regarded by medical specialists
as the most disturbing factor in our social relations. One medical
author goes so far as to say that our great cities are, in fact, enormous
hospitals. What is called “ genius ” may often be a species of madness,
and the personal vanity so characteristic of devotees of the arts—
music, poetry, painting, sculpture, the drama, literature—is diagnosed
as one of the signs of hysteria : a French writer says that every
hysteriac must have her pedestal upon which to stand and attract
attention.

By an interesting coincidence, just when I was compiling this
Address their came to my hand areport in the Daily Mail of the 31st
May of a case of hysterical illusion that bears upon my point. A lad
of fifteen made himself believe that one of his legs was shorter than
the other and acted accordingly.

A curious case of * hysterical short leg,” to use the ' doctor's descriptive phrase, has
recently been admitted into a special hospital in Central London,

The patient, a lad of fifteen, appeared to have one leg a couple of inches shorter
“than the other. Leg splints were used with the idea of extending the limb, but when the
patient wasjplaced under chloroform, his leg suddenly assumed a normal position,
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The only explanation was that the lad, who was mentally deficient, had, by contract-
ing the muscles of the leg, caused the appearance of a shortened limb. He was removed
to a hospital which treats mental cases.

In the ward he was told to leave his bed and run to the fireplace and back. The lad
burst into tears and declared he could not doit. The point was insisted upon and the
patient staggered pathetically to the fireplace, and started to come back, when he fell.
Unfortunately for the short-leg theory, he fell on the wrong side and the bogus nature of
his alleged defect was made even more apparent than before.

He stolidly refused to use his leg naturally, however, in spite of the exposure.

A Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons said to-day : * This assumption of
bodily defects is not altogether unusual, and is a form of hysteria ; a contraction of the
muscles, and a tilting of the pelvis, and the thing is done, It is due to a morbid desire to
excite sympathy, and to attract attention. 1 have known of cases where serious wounds
have been inflicted by patients suffering from hysteria, with the same object, Firmness,
judiciously mingled with persuasion, is the best treatment.”

The craving for notoriety tends to make the hysteriac accuse
herself or himself of even crimes, rather than not be talked about.
You all have read the works of novelists who show their want of
mental balance in their writings, it being in some instances carried to
a striking degree. The founders of religious schools are sometimes of
this half-mad class, giving themselves out as inspired and in relations
with personages of supernal rank. I have recently received a letter
containing written messages to myself from Mahéitmas and from
H.P.B,, telling me of great changes that are to be made in our movement
and in others by my correspondent as agent of the higher powers. This
is not the only example within my experience. But unfortunately
these self-constituted agents of Fate do not know that long before
Madame Blavatsky’s death a certain password was agreed upon
between us two and our Adept Guru, which should always
be embodied in any written or spoken message purporting to
come from the Master or H.P.B, and until I get that I shall
never be ready to accept as genuine any message given me by
medium, seer or revelator. The most audacious of such com-
munications which 1 have received was one from a British sub-
ject who, it appears, had made my acquaintance and joined the
Society nine years previously. He says that he had been disappoint-
ed because our colleagues, instead of studying the religions of the
world and trying to reconcile them, had taken to publishing doctrines
of their own, contrary to religion. He then goes on to give me the
following message, which I copy for the benefit of my fellow-
students, especially for the medical men present, as a specimen of
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this mad, hysterical vanity which is almost uniqué. He says:“1l
regret this the more as God, the Creator and Ruler of the Universe,
and Author of all religions, has spoken to me, and revealed to me the
truth. This I have already given you in an inspired letter, which God
dictated to me on the 9th June, but which I sent to India by mistake.
I hope youreceived it. It was intended to help you in your projects.
Should you desire any further help from God, I am empowered to
receive your enquiries, and deliver you the replies. God is willing to
communicate with you onany subject you may desire.”

I have not said this by way of a joke or to make you laugh, and
far be it from me, a man of keen artistic susceptibilities, one who re-
cognises the holy power of art in all its forms to express the noblest
aspirations of the human mind, one who has been taught by
Theosophy to at least grasp the idea of the ilhmitable possibilities of
the developed intuitive faculty to explain to us ourselves, the nature
about us and what lies behind its smiling mask, to utter a word of
disloyalty to my convictions. There is the true art of the artist, the
painter, the musician, the sculptor, the orator and the writer ; and the
meretricious art that aims at display of exaggerated vanity, in short,
of half-madness, the child of hysteria. Let us suppose that we
have been for years enjoying the writings of one who has given us
pleasure and real help in the gaining of knowledge but who suddenly
shows by some outrageous action or teaching that his mind is in an
unhealthy state. Our idol, one might say, has fallen from its pedestal
and lies broken at our feet. The sun of our life seems no longer to
shine, all turns black about us, we fall into despair, losing faith, losing
confidence, losing hope. Under the impulse of our sudden grief we
become desperate ; we sweep out the fragments of our idol, but
leave the pedestal standing until we can make a new idol and put it in
the vacant place. With unreasoning impulse we begin to doubt if
any teaching given us by our formerly adored authority is really true ;
our suspicion works back through all his books and if we do not
throw them out of the window or burn them we lock them up in a
closet or put them into a dark corner of our library so as to getthem
out of sight. Such conduct is absurd and proves that we are not
well balanced mentally ourselves. Here is the point where we
should summon all our reason and common-sense, and you will
now see the profound wisdom of the advice given me by the Master

5
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and given by the Buddha as the true basis of religious exegesis, in his
“ Kalama Sutra,” or sermon to the people of the Kalama District of
India. “Believe Nothing,” he said, *“ merely because it is written in a
book, or taught by a Sage, or handed down by tradition, or
inspired by a Deva, etc., but believe only when the thing written or
spoken commends itself to your reason and your experience : then
believe and act accordingly.” These are not his exact words, as I
have no copy of the book here to quote from, but their substance.
When 1 first read this discourse I told the High Priest Sumangala,
of Ceylon, that if the Buddha had never uttered another word
during his long life it was worth his while to have gone through
his numberless reincarnations to have laid down this magnif-
icent teaching. Echoing his views I advise you to pay no attention

- to the presumed authority and inspiration of any of our own teachers
of the past, present or future, but to judge their utterances with the
calm judgment of your experience, your reason and your common-
sense.

Another cause of complaint against the Society is that its members
are disposed to undervalue the methods and results of men of science.
A conclusion to which some of us would jump, so to say, at a first
seance with a psychist, is reached by them only after long and
painstaking research, numberless repetitions of observations and the
exclusion of every weak point in the train of reasoning. Evidently
the two plans of obtaining knowledge are diametrically opposed. But
with this difference that, whereas we may have formed and rejected a
half dozen hypotheses, the man of science, like the tortoise in the
fable, wins the race by going slowly and making sure of every step
before taking the next one. Of course I know as well as any one
how out of sympathy we persons of the intuitive class are with these
cool-brained, cautious and conservative leaders of science ; how im-
patient we grow at their refusal to recognise a thing which to us is as
clear as daylight ; and no one has more bitterly denounced their
methods in the past than H.P.B. and myself, who put much of our
bitterness into “ Isis Unveiled” during the two years that we were
occupied in its writing, I confess to even having gone so far as to
invent, to my eminent colleague’s amusement, the term ¢ Huxley-
ocentric system of science.”” That was a time when the tone of
contemporary science was distinctly materialistic and the late
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Professor Huxley and his eminent colleague, Professor Tyndall, had
an equal horror of the word “ intuition”” and all it involved. Since
that time enormous strides have been made from the rocky fortress of
materialism towards the borderland of that smiling Land of Beulah
which is the home of spiritual philosophy and its Adept Teachers.
Since that time the discoveries of Rontgen, Crookes, Curie, have
almost dissolved away the hard walls that fenced in the fields of
science ; and Lodge, Liebault, Bernheim, Charcot, de Rochas, Hyslop,
William James, Frederick Schiller and others, have opened up such
vistas in the department of study of the latent powers in man as
compel us to realise that the day when there will be a blending of
ancient and modern science is within measurable distance.

Some of you know that my researches into practical psychology
date back more than half a century ; infact, [ have so stated it above,
and I return to it only to tell you that my long observations in the
fields of Spiritualism, Mesmerism, Thought-Reading, Clairvoyance and
Psychic Healing made it comparatively easy for me to understand
the teachings of Eastern Esoteric Science as expounded to me by
H.P.B.: they are, in fact, so many letters of the alphabet from which
the Ancient Wisdom has been written.

The enormous growth and present vitality of the Theosophical
movement has been above noted. One conspicuous proof of the latter
is the great body of theosophical literature, in which, along with a
good deal of trash, is a great mass of precious teaching. It is but fair
for us to recall the fact that the chief source of all this literature is the
writings of H.P.B., and if this movement is so strong it is because
she left behind her a great reservoir of precious truth. People were
inclined to criticise her eccentricities and idiosyncrasies, to find fault
with her for shortcomings and faults of one kind or another ; even to
this very day infamous pamphlets are being written against her and
much time has been wasted by her friends in her.defense. But now that
she has passed out of our view her greatness of soul and wonderful
endowments become more and more strikingly evident. In her two
great books, * Isis Unveiled ” and “The Secret Doctrine,” she has
left two great monuments which, like the pyramids of Egypt, will
carry her name down to succeeding generations of students. We owe
her a debt, we her colleagues, which can never be repaid. Let us hold
her memory then in love and honour.
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It would be very unfair to exclude from our notice of the influences
which have operated for the building up of strong centers at Paris,
London, Amsterdam, Chicago and other important places, the
contributions of Mrs. Annie Besant to our literature. Taking the
matter she found in the worksof H.P,B. and adding to it the resuit
of her own observation and researches, she has made larger additions
to our literature than any other person, contributions which show the
enormous grasp of her mind and profundity of her insight. Then we
have in Mr. G. R. S. Mead a scholar who is surely destined to occupy
a high place in the modern school of scientific inquiry into the origins
of religions, and the contributions of Mr. Sinnett have been most pre-
cious. In the French Section we have Dr. Pascal, the veteran writer
thinker and worker, and Commandant Courmes, the staunch and
loyal co-worker with H.P.B. and myself since the year 1884, who has
been most zealous since his retirement from the Navyleft him free to
display his sympathies openly, and come to us. And so far as Paris is
concerned, the accession of the Blech family to our ranks has had a
profound influence upon the welfare of our movement. So I might
enumerate a score of names of workers in different countries who have
helped to make the Society what it is. But time forbids. However
much Imay fail to render them full justice in this summary, it does not
really matter to them, for in the “ Record Book of the Akdsha” the
smallest of their good deeds is forever inscribed by the pen of Karma.

Some who do not look at things below the surface ask each
other why it is that there is such a great difference between the work
of Mrs, Besant and that of myself, saying that while she is a great
lecturer upon religious things, I am only the Executive Manager of
the Society. Well now, in the first place, I doubtif two Annie
Besants were ever produced in one epoch ; she is one of the flowers
of mentality which grow high up on the tree of humanity ; she was
exactly adapted to this special role and has been doing the work for
which her great teacher, H,P.B,, was in no way fitted. Nor were
the two Founders of the Society at all alike except in the one thing of
our common devotion to the Masters and to their cause ; she was
essentially the writer, I the organiser and executive director : thus we
supplemented each other and together won the success which neither
of us could have commanded alone. The same remark applies to the
whole body of our members—no two of us are exactly alike, each of
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us has his special endowments which it behoves him to cultivate and
use as actively as possible for the good 