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Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright;
but they have sought out many inventions,— Ecclesiastes, ch. vii,
v. 29.

THEOSOPHY.
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THE SCREEN OF TIME.

T is very difficult for those actually taking part in the Crusade of Am-
] erican Theosophists around the world to adequately describe its pro-
gress. The very appearance of exaggeration has to be avoided, and this
may well lead to an under—rather than to an over—estimate of the
success of the work. It is notorious that a participant can never write
the history of an event. He colors all that he sees with his personal
idiosyncracies and preferences. He is not sufficiently removed from the
¢¢ sphere of activity '’ to see things in correct perspective. The best he
can do is to faithfully narrate occurrences, leaving it to others to com-
pare results with previous achievements and to offer a synthetic view of
the undertaking.

The duty of the historian is to help the man of to-day to understand
himself and his fellow men. This he can do by revivifying the thoughts
and actions of men in by-gone ages, showing that history is but the or-
derly unfolding of thought in action—of thought which was not peculiar
to Nero, Constantine or Alexander, but which is very common, very
near, and which enters as much into the buying and selling of a cabbage
as it entered into the partition of Poland many years ago. But to see the
universal application in the particular instance when the instance is still vi-
brating within us, is a difficulty hard to overcome. Nevertheless, until
overcome, we are only talkers of philosophy, not livers of it. We must
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learn to see the great in the small and the small in the great, and must
know that both great and small are the expression of universal forces and
are governed by universal laws.

This impersonal view of history and of life cannot be obtained, how-
ever, without an understanding of the personal element which plays so
prominent a part in every political as well as domestic incident. To
properly study the war of American Independence would be impossible
unless the character of Washington, for instance, were constantly kept
in mind. Both the inductive and deductive methods must be followed
in order to insure satisfactory results. So, in the case of the Theosoph-
ical Crusade, no matter how impersonal we may wish to be in recording
its activities, it would be unwise to overlook the characteristics of those
taking part in it. What may be-said will not be an elaborate analysis,
for the difficulty previously referred to of justly estimating immediate
surroundings makes brevity not only a virtue but an overwhelming neces-
sity. And in any case we may know that future historians will be de-
lighted to provide unlimited destructive criticism !

Mrs. Katherine A. Tingley is the leader and originator of the Cru-
sade. She has been well called the leader of the Theosophical move-
ment, throughout the world. At the last Convention of the Theosoph-
ical Society in Europe, she was elected Corresponding Secretary, the
significance of which lies in the fact that the only previous holder of the
office was Mme. H. I’. Blavatsky, the Founder of the Society. Mrs.
Tingley is also the Head of the Esoteric School.

I think it is Emerson who says that one of the most delightful attri-
butes of the ‘“ heroic class is the good-humor and hilarity they exhibit,”’
and the leader of the Crusade has an inexhaustible fund of good-humor.
Neither illness nor what is often acute pain resulting from illness can in
any way daunt her perennial cheerfulness. Another of her characteris-
tics is her persistency. Having chosen her path she will abide Dby it:
having entered upon some undertaking she will never relinquish it until
success has been achieved. She is an indefatigable worker, with bound-
less energy, and becomes absolutely absorbed in whatever she has in
hand. She is wonderfully free from prejudice, and as long as a thing is
wise and right is careless of precedent or custom. Fearless of public
opinion, without going to the foolish extreme of disregarding it ; deeply
compassionate as only those can be who have suffered largely and gener-
ously ; humble and peculiarly child-like in disposition, she also has a
large fund of common-sense, a very keen understanding of human nature
and a profound knowledge of the world. Another characteristic is of
great importance,—a capacity rather than a characteristic. In the past
men have become famous on account of their ability to sense and take
advantage of an opportunity. Such men have not always known when
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to abstain from action and have consequently brought about their own
destruction in the end. It is a question of sensing the tide of great
forces in nature, whether expansive or contractive. Events and what
we call opportunities are but the outer expression of these forces. Mrs.
Tingley has that sense to a remarkable degree, unusually developed, for
she recognizes occasions when inaction is as important as decisive action
is necessary at other times. This in itself stamps the great leader. She
is furthermore a very fine speaker, appealing to the hearts of her hearers,
throwing great force into all that she says. No wonder that she is both
beloved and respected by all who know her! What the movement owes
to her self-sacrifice it would be impossible to express.

In this brief sketch, based upon continuous personal experience, no
reference has been made to the higher psychic and spiritual gifts which
Mrs. Tingley possesses, for testimony in regard to such matters more of-
ten does harm than good.

Continuing, with the ladies of the party first in order, there is Mrs.
Alice L. Cleather, an old and faithful member of the Theosophical So-
ciety, one of Mme. H. P. Blavatsky’s personal pupils and a very warm
friend of Mr. W. Q. Judge. She joined the Crusade on September 20th, at
Rome. An Englishwoman by birth and education, wife of a colonel in
the English army, she is nevertheless a good American in her sympa-
thies. Two visits paid to America, one in 'g5 and the other in 96, en-
deared her to so many members there that they will well understand how
useful are her services as a member of the party. Mrs. Cleather is a
good lecturer, speaking with deliberation and with considerable force.
She is tireless in assisting younger students, for which she is admirably
fitted as a result of many years careful study of the philosophy.

Mrs. Claude Falls Wright, who did so much for Theosophy in Chicago
and Boston, is another important factor in the work of the Crusade, a
great favorite with all who meet her. She has the rare gift of adapting
herself to circumstances, an invaluable quality in work of this sort. Her
unselfishness, her evenness of temperament, and her intense devotion to
the cause, have often been severely tried, but have never been found
wanting. As a speaker she enlists the sympathies of her audience by a
certain freshness of style and by her evident indifference to its opinion of
herself, personally ; a characteristic which this é/as¢ world does not look
for in the younger generation! She is also logical in her thought—
altogether a convincing speaker. At receptions and interviews she has
been of great assistance to Mrs. Tingley, who has the highest possible re-
gard for her. If it had not been for her numerous letters to Branches in
America, members there could not possibly have been kept as well in-
formed as they have been of the progress of the Crusade.

Claude Falls Wright is so well known throughout the length and
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breadth of the Theosophical Society that little need be said concerning
him. He is the President of the Aryan Theosophical Society of New
York. Like Mrs. Cleather he was a pupil of Mme. H. P. Blavatsky’s,
acting as her Secretary as he later on acted as Mr. Judge’s. He has had
a most varied experience of the work in the movement, both in the office
and in the lecture-field, of which he has taken the fullest advantage.
And he loves the work ; nothing better, throwing into it all his life and
energy. He has of course been of the greatest service on the Crusade in
working up public meetings, as well as when speaking at these meetings.
For as a speaker he is not only fluent ; he shows a wide range of thought
and much originality. He is versatile and on his travels will doubtless
gather much information which should ultimately be of no little use to
the movement. Certainly the Crusade would have lost very much if
Claude Falls Wright had been by any chance omitted from the party.
No one could have filled his place.

H. T. Patterson, President of the Brooklyn Branch of the Theo-
sophical Society in America, is also well- known as an old student and an
incessant worker for Theosophy. As the head of a large business in New
York it naturally fell to his lot to look after many matters of detail in
connection with Crusade activities. He has performed the incredible
task of shepherding the trunks and hand baggage of the party across
Europe without loss or damage (the check-system is not in vogue there).
He has had stand-up fights with English, French, Belgian, Dutch, Ger-
man, Austrian, Swiss, Italian, Greek and even Egyptian porters, and has
preserved the amiability for which he is justly celebrated. Seriously,
his well-known affability and kindliness have been of real service, par-
ticularly when he has occupied the chair at public meetings, which he
has almost invariably done. As a speaker he excels in his illustrations.
He has written more letters since leaving America in June last than he
has ever written in his life before.

F. M. Pierce is also a prominent business man in New York. He is
acting as the representative of the School for the Revival of the T.ost
Mysteries of Antiquity in connection with the Crusade. He has done
an immense work in that way; a work, however, which cannot be
chronicled, for it has been done through personal contact with individ-
uals, only the results of which have been evident. But the School al-
ready owes him more than could well be believed unless his work had to
some extent been witnessed. He has also acted as the cicerone of the
party—no light task. He has looked after railway and steamboat routes,
hotels, and the countless other necessary things which make traveling
comfortable or the reverse. No one with experience of European travel-
ing would have believed that such a party could have traveled either so
cheaply or so, comfortably as it has done. Not one hitch, and not one
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cent wasted. This should show what type of man he is: a tall and very
strongly built man, patient, intuitive, with sound ‘¢ horse-sense,”’ abso-
lutely devoted to Theosophy, self-sacrificing as few can be. His Dest
work is done with individual enquirers, to whom he gives Theosophy in
“¢s0lid chunks,’” as one of them remarked, ramming these home with
pointed logic and his own over-mastering conviction.

In addition to the above there is the writer, making seven in all; as
united a body as it would be possible to get together, each having his
own place and duties and yet all of them interacting perfectly.

Much territory has been covered since my last report was written and
a great many people have been helped by the message of the Crusade.
The Crusaders left Hallein for Vienna on the 11th, arriving there
the same day. They received a most cordial welcome from the three
or four members of the Society in that city, and on the following even-
ing held an informal meeting at their hotel to consider the formation
of a Theosophical Society in Austria.  About twelve were present, not
including the Crusaders. On the 13th a public meeting was held in a
large parlor in the hotel, some fifty attending. [t was a decided success,
as it ought to have been, considering the labor of organizing it. For
the doctrine of ‘¢ the liberty of the subject’’ is not looked upon with
favor by the Austrian police, and in order to hold a public meeting an
infinite amount of red-tape has to be twisted and untwisted.  Affidavits
have to be sworn that no reference will be made to religion, nor to
brotherhood () ; a police officer must be in attendance and must be paid
for his services, and if he hears any remark which in his opinion is dis-
respectful to Emperor or government, woe betide the offender. As de-
lay is of the very essence of red-tape, it is not surprising that as a rule it
takes three days for an application for permission to hold a public meet-
ing to reach the officer who controls such matters, and an indefinite time
for the permission to be finally granted. So there were some doubts as
to whether it would be possible to rush a meeting through with only
twelve hours’ notice. Thanks to Mr. Wright’s persuasive pertinacity
and to his plea that we were Americans and were built that way, permis-
sion was granted, the meeting was held, and an officer in full uniform
graced the proceedings throughout—a congenial spirit, as it happened, a
very polite and amiable man.

Next day a Theosophical Society in Austria was formed, with seven-
teen earnest and devoted members, many of them old students of Theo-
sophy. Herr ILast was unanimously elected President; Herr Lang,
Vice-President, and Herr Max Taubert, Secretary. The latter had given
invaluable assistance as interpreter and as guide through the intricacies of
Viennese custom. On the 14th, ten members were taken into the Esoteric
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School. An early departure was made on the following morning for
Udine, a small town in Italy, just beyond the Austrian frontier, not far
from Trieste. The journey to Venice had to be broken in any case, and a
promise had been made by Mrs. Tingley to her friend the Countess di
Brazza that if possible the members of the party would visit her at her old
Frinlian castle, an hour’s drive from the city of Udine. Two restful
days were thus passed, Mrs. Tingley and Mrs. Wright staying at the
castle, the men of the party sleeping at an hotel, the opportunity
being taken to catch up to some extent with the pile of accumulated
mail. Then to Venice, once so mighty, now so terribly dilapidated :
a relic of the past, a skeleton city; glorying in its monuments, in its
Piazza and Church of St Mark, magnificent with mosaic, in its Palace of
the Doges and Ponte dei Sospiri or Bridge of Sighs, in its much-vaunted
¢¢ oldest aristocracy in Europe '’—soulless, nearly lifeless, nothing but
a husk.

So on to Rome, reached on the evening of the 20th, after a twelve
hours’ stifling journey : Rome, once the capital of the world, the home
of the Ceesars, still the centre of much power, wielded by the Roman
Church. It is a wonderful city, a lasting exemplification of the old warn-
ing, Sic transit gloria mundi. There is the Palace of the Cwsars and the
Colosseum to remind one of the splendor and yet the folly of Imperial
Rome ; the Catacombs, a relic of early Christian days as the guide-books
say, and St. Peter’s and the Vatican, resplendent with marbles that once
decorated heathen temples, as witnesses to the size and imposing majesty
of the modern church. Then there is the Castle of St. Angelo, once the
tomb of Hadrian, next a fortress, a Palace of the Popes and a prison,
where Cagliostro was incarcerated and before him, Bruno.

But there was a meeting to be held there and only a spare hour or two
for sight-seeing, at which, as has been remarked before, the Crusaders do
not excel.  So in this of all cities, speeches were delivered on Brother-
hood, Toleration, the universality of truth, on the dignity and innate
divinity of man, on Reincarnation. The audience in the large parlor of
the hotel was a mixed one; people present from Russia, South Africa,
England, as well as Italy. Other and equally important work was done,
and then at midnight on the 22d a start was made for Naples. This was
a halting place on the way to Athens, where trunks had been fowarded
by sea from London. Naples is celebrated (a) for being the dirtiest city
in Italy, (b) for being near to Mt. Vesuvius, (c¢) for being the modern
imitation of the ancient city of Pompeii which was so fortunately de-
stroyed during the eruption of Vesuvius in a. b. 79. It is also celebrated
for its mosquitos, which ‘¢ do not bite, but chew,’’ asan American tourist
once remarked. These mosquitos did serious damage to three members
of the party, who carried away with them a lasting souvenir of their visit.
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No public meeting was held in Naples, but circulars and leaflets were
industriously circulated throughout the town. Early on the morning of
the 25th the Crusaders left for Athens, going by train to Brindisi and
from there traveling by the Austrian-Lloyd line to Patras, the Liverpool
of modern Greece.

Patras was reached on the morning of the 27th, and Athens, by way
of Corinth, the same evening. There were no members there to meet
us, and not one in the party could speak modern Greek ! Judged super-
ficially the outlook for Theosophy did not look hopeful. Only those
who have experienced it can quite appreciate the peculiar sensation ot
being surrounded by unintelligible talking, and many vows were regis-
tered by the Crusaders to learn not only French and German, but «// the
spoken languages. Not an easy task truly, but the fact remains that one
of the most formidable barriers to Brotherhood is the barrier of unknown
languages.

Nothing daunted by either real or apparent difficulties, steps were
promptly taken to overcome them. The American Consul was called
upon, a cultivated and delightful man, who, curiously enough, had been
made an honorary member of the Chicago Branch years ago and who was
familiar with the tenets of Theosophy. He introduced the party to the
American Vice-Consul, Mr. Nicoleides, a Greek of the best type, a friend
of the King’s, of marvellously quick intelligence, who knew everyone
worth knowing in Athens, and who spoke English excellently. He not
only quickly understood what was wanted and hastened to do his utmost
for us; he as quickly grasped the general principles of Theosophy and
ultimately became a member of the T. S. in Greece.

But before forming the Society there was another matter needing
attention. There were several hundred Armenian refugees in the neigh-
borhood of Athens, in the most miserable plight. They had been
generously supplied with tents by the Greek government and received
a pittance of food from the local Relief Committee, but during the cold
nights were in terrible need of warm coverings. Many of them had fled
from Constantinople with nothing but the clothes they were wearing at
the time. It was at first proposed to give them a ‘¢ Brotherhood Sup-
per,”’ but their more pressing need of blankets being only too evident
after a visit to their camp, Mrs. Tingley decided to purchase a number
out of a private fund partly raised by the Crusaders themselves, and to
distribute these in place of the supper. An Armenian gentleman, a
naturalized American citizen, who had devoted his life to the protection
and relief of his unfortunate fellow-countrymen—Mr. Verjohn—assisted
in this, translating the few words of hope and encouragement which the
Crusaders addressed to them into their own language. It was an extraor-
dinary sight, one never to be forgotten, to see these exiled and homeless
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people so eagerly listening to all that was said, so piteously grateful for
the help they received. They will not hastily forget Theosophy.

But modern Athens still had to be converted to the doctrines it had
once known so well! Only a few miles from the city stands the site
and many of the ruins, recently excavated, of the ancient Temple of
Eleusis, where the Eleusinian mysteries in honor of Demeter were held
until the end of the fourth century of our era, then to disappear, alas !
from the gaze of men. It was of those mysteries that Cicero, who had
been initiated, wrote that they taught men ¢‘not only to live happily,
but to die with a fairer hope.”” Right in the heart of Athens itself stands
the world-famed Acropolis, with its Temple of Minerva and its Par-
thenon which once held Phidias’ statue of Athene Parthenos. Not far
from there lies the site of Plato’s School ; the prison of Socrates, in
perfect preservation, and countless other reminders of what the Athens
of the past had done for the western world—sufficiently inspiring, as ev-
ery Theosophist will understand. And the results were in keeping with
the inspiration. The largest hall in the city, the < Hall of Parnassos,’’
was taken for the public meeting on the evening of the zoth. It was
packed with a deeply attentive audience, who appreciated every point made
and seemed to intuitively grasp the full application of every idea put for-
ward. There was nota vacant seat, hundreds were standing, and accord-
ing to the police report over five hundred people were turned away at the
doors after the hall had been filled to overflowing. A wonderful meet-
ing, followed next evening by the formation of a Theosophical Society
in Greece with 106 members. Mr. Cavarfy was elected President
amidst much enthusiasm. He had very kindly acted as interpreter
and his perfect knowledge of English together with his previous reading
of theosophical literature enabled him to render in classic (ireek ideas
that are too easily distorted by bad translation. Under his able leader-
ship the Society in Greece is sure to prosper. Applications for mem-
bership were already coming in from the provinces when the Crusade
left the city on October 4th, and in a few years it is quite possible
that Athens will again become a great centre of Theosophical thought.

A smooth passage across the Mediterranean from Piraeus to Alexan-
dria, brought the Crusaders to the mouth of the Nile on the morning of
the 6th. That afternoon they reached Cairo. The next report will tell
of the work in Egypt. E. T. H.

Cairo, October 7th, 1896.
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JACOB BOEHME AND THE SECRET DOCTRINE.*

AcoB BOEHME (or as some say, Behmen) was a German mystic and
J spiritualist who began to write in the 17th century. In his works
he inserted a picture of an angel blowing a trumpet from which
issued these words: ‘“To all Christians, Jews, Turks and Heathens, to
all the nations of the earth this trumpet sounds for the last time.”” In
truth it was a curious emblem, but he, the author, was a mystic, and as
all experience shows, the path of the mystic is a strange one. It is, as
Job says, a path which the ¢¢vulture knoweth not.”” FEven as a bird
cleaves the eternal ether, so the mystic advances on a path not ordinarily
manifest, a way which must be followed with care, because like the
Great Light, which flashes forth and leaves only traces when it returns
again to its centre, only indications are left for those who come after
seeking the same spiritual wisdom. Yet by these <“traces,”’ for such
they are called in the A'wblala, the way can be discerned, and the truth
discovered.

Boehme was poor, of common birth, and totally devoid of ordinary
education. He was only a shoemaker. Yet from the mind and out of
the mouth of this unlettered man came mighty truths.

It would be idle to inquire into the complications of Karma which
condemned him to such a life as his appeared to be. It must have been
extremely curious, because though he had grasped the truth and was able
to appreciate it, yet at the same time he could not give it out in its per-
fect form. But he performed his work, and there can be no manner of
doubt about his succeeding incarnation. As Krishna says in the Slagarad-
Gita, he has been already or will shortly be ¢“ born into a family of wise
devotees ’’ ; and thence ¢‘ he will attain the highest walk.”’

His life and writings furnish another proof that the great wisdom-
religion—the Secret Doctrine—has never been left without a witness.
Born a Christiag, he nevertheless saw the esoteric truth lying under the
moss and crust of centuries, and from the Christian Bible extracted for
his purblind fellows those pearls which they refused to accept. But he
did not get his knowledge from the Christian Scriptures only. Before
his internal eye the panorama of real knowledge passed. His interior
vision being open he could see the things he had learned in a former
life, and at first not knowing what they were, was stimulated by them to
construe his only spiritual books in the esoteric fashion. His brain took

* Reprinted from the Theosophist for April, 1886, Vol. VII | 4. 4i17.
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cognizance of the Book before him, but his spirit aided by his past, and
perchance by the living guardians of the shining lamp of truth, could not
but read them aright.

His work was called ‘¢ The Dawning of the Eternal Day.”” Inthis he
endeavors to outline the great philosophy. He narrates the circum-
stances and reasons for the angelic creation, the fall of its three chief
hierarchies, and the awful effects that thereupon fell upon Eternal Nature.
Mark this, not upon man—for he was not yet—but upon the Eternal
Nature, that is BRara.  Then he says that these effects came about by
reason of the wnbalancing of the sewen equipoised powers or forces of the
Eternal Nature or Brahm. That is to say, that so long as the seven
principles of Brahm were in perfect poise, there was no corporeal or
manifested universe. So in the Blagavad-Gita we find that Krishna
tells Arjuna that ““after the lapse of a thousand ages (or Night of Brahm)
all objects of developed matter come forth from the non-developed prin-
ciple. Attheapproach of that day they emanate spontaneously.”’ —( Bhag-
avad-Gita, Chap. 8.) Such is the teaching of the Secret Doctrine.

And again Boehme shows the duality of the Supreme Soul. For he
says in his work ‘¢ Psychologia Vera cum Supplemento ’’ that these two
principles of positive and negative, the yeq and the zay of the outspeak-
ing Supreine One, together constitute eternal nature,—not the dark world
alone, which is termed ‘‘ the root of nature,”’—the two being as it were
combined in pesfect indissoluble union.

This is nothing else but Purusha and Prakriti, or taken together, what
is referred to in the Blaygavad- Gita, where it is said : ‘¢ But there is an-
other invisible, eternal existence, superior to this visible one, which does
not perish when all things perish. It is called invisible and indivisible.
This is my Supreme Abode.”’

Clearly the Swupreme Abode could never be in Purusha alone, nor in
Prakriti alone, but in both when indissolubly united.

This scheme is adhered to all through this great philosopher’s works,
no matter whether he is speaking of the great Universe or macrocosm, or
of its antitype in man or microcosm. In ¢ De Tribus Principiis’’ he
treats of the three principles or worlds of Nature, describing its eternal
birth, its sezes properties, and the 7zo co-eternal principles ; and further-
more in ¢ De Triplici Vita Hominis’’ he gives the three-fold life of man
from which the sezen is again deduced.

In ¢“De Electione Gratia’’ he goes into a subject that often proves
a stumbling block to many, and that is the suevitableness of evil as well as
of good. From this it is easy to pass to the contemplation of one of the
ditficult points in occultism as shown in the Secret Doctrine, that nothing
is evil, and that even if we admit evil or wickedness in man, it is of the
nature of the quality or guna, which in the B/agavad- Gita is denominated
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Raja—foulness or bad action. Even this is better than the indifferent ac-
tion that only leads to death. Even from wickedness may and does
come forth spiritual life, but from indifferent action comes only dark-
ness, and finally death.

Krishna says in Bhagavad- Gita, Chap. 1V.: ¢“ There are three kinds
of action; first, that which is of the nature of Sazyasm, or true action ;
second, that which is of the nature of Aaja, or bad action ; third, that
which is of the nature of Zumas, or indifferent action.”” He then says:
¢ Although thou wert the greatest of all offenders, thou shalt be able to
cross the gulf of sin in the bark of spiritual wisdom ;' and a little far-
ther on, ‘¢ The ignorant and the man without faith, whose spirit is full
of doubt, is lost and cannot enjoy either world.”” And in another chap-
ter, in describing Himself, he says that he is not only the Buddha, but
also is the most evil of mankind or the Asura.

This is one of the most mystical parts of the whole Secret Doctrine.
While Boehme has touched on it sufficiently to show that he had a
memory of it, he did not go into the most occult details. It has to be
remembered that the Alagarad Gite, and many other books treating on
the Secret Doctrine, must be regarded from seven points of view ; and
that imperfect man is not able to look at it from the centre, which would
give the whole seven points at once.

Boehme wrote about thirty different treatises, all of them devoted to
great subjects, portions of the Secret Doctrine.

Curiously enough the first treated of the ‘¢ Dawn of the Eternal Day,"’
and the second was devoted to an elucidation of the ‘¢ Three Principles
of Man.”” In the latter is really to be found a sevenfold classification
similar to that which Mr. Sinnett propounded in Esoteric Budahism.

He held that the greatest obstacle in the path of man is the astral or
elementary power, which engenders and sustains this world.

Then he talks of ‘¢ tinctures,’”’ which we may call principles. Ac-
cording to him, there are two principal ones, the watery and the igne-
ous. These ought to be united in man; and they ardently seek each
other continually, in order to be identified with Sophia or Divine Wis-
dom. Many Theosophists will see in this a clue not only to the two
principles—or tinctures—which ought to be united in man, but also to a
law which obtains in many of the phenomena of magic. But even if I
were able, I should not speak on this more clearly.

For many inquirers the greatest interest in these works will be found
in his hypothesis as to the birth of the material Universe. On the evo-
lution of man from spirit into matter he has much more than I could
hope to glance at. In nearly all of it he was outlining and illustrating
the Secret Doctrine. The books indicated are well worthy of study not
only by Western but by Eastern metaphysicians.
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Let us add a few sentences to support this hypothesis from Count
Saint Martin, who was a devoted student of these works.

¢¢ Jacob Boehme took for granted the existence of a Universal Prin-
ciple ; he was persuaded that everything is connected in the immense
chain of truths, and that the Iiternal Nature reposed on seven principles
or bases, which he sometimes calls powers, forms, spiritual wheels,
sources, and fountains, and that those seven bases exist also in this dis-
ordered material Nature, under constraint. His nomenclature, adopted
for these fundamental relations, ran thus: The first ast77ngency, the sec-
ond ga// or bitterness, the third anguss/, the fourth fire, the fifth /Zg/s,
the sixth sownz, and the seventh he called BrixG or the #iug itself.”’

The reader may have begun to think the author did not rightly com-
prehend the first six but his definition of the seventh shows he was right
throughout, and we may conclude the real meanings are concealed under
these names.

¢ The third principle, anguis/, attenuates the astringent one, turns it
into water, and allows a passage to fir¢, which was shut up in the astrin-
gent principle.”’

There are in this many suggestions and a pursuit of them will repay
the student.

““Now the Divine Sophia caused a new order to take birth in the
centre of our system, and there burned our sun ; from that do come forth
all kinds of qualities, formsand powers. This centreis the Separator.”
It is well known that from the sun was taken by the ancients all kinds of
power ; and if we mistake not, the Hindus clai