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THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

Tre TueosorHicar Socrery was formed at New York, November
17, 1875, and incorporated at Madras, April 3, 1905. It is an
absolutely unsectarian body of seekers after Truth, striving to
serve humanity on spiritual lines, and therefore endeavouring to
check materialism and revive religious tendency. Its three
declared objects are :

Figsr.—To form a nucleus of the Universal Brotherhood of
Humanity, without distinction of race, creed, sex, caste
or colour.,

SeooNp.—To  encourage the study of comparative religion,
philosophy and science. |

Tamp.—To investigate the unexplained laws of nature and
the powers latent in man.

Tre Tueosertican Socikry is composed of students, belonging
to any religion in the world or to none, who are united by
their approval of the above objects, by their wish to remove
Teligious antagonisms and to draw together men of good-will
whatsoever their religious opinions, and by their desire to study
religious truths and to share the results of their studies with
others. Their bond of union is mnot the profession of a common
belief, but a common search and aspiration for Truth. They
hold that Truth should be sought by study, by reflection, by
- purity of life, by devotion to high ideals, and they regard
Truth as a prize to be striven for, not as a dogma to be
imposed by authority. They consider that belief should be the
result of individual study or intuition, and not its antecedent,
and should rest on knowledge, not on assertion. They extend
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tolerance to all, even to the intolerant, not as a privilege
they bestow, but as a duty they perform, and they seek to
remove ignorance, not to punish it. They see every religion
as an expression of the Divine Wisdom and prefer its study
to 1its condemnation, and its practice to proselytism. Peace is
their watchword, as Truth is their aim. v

Turosoray is the body of truths which forms the basis of
all religions, and which cannot be claimed as the exclusive
possession of any. It offers ‘a philosophy which renders life
intelligible, and which demonstrates the justice and the love
which guide its evolution. It puts death in its rightful place,
as a recurring incident in an endless life, opening the gate-
way to a fuller and more radiant existence. It restores to the
world the Science of the Spirit teaching man to know the
Spirit as himself, and the mind and body as his servants. [t
illuminates the scriptures and doctrines of religions by unveiling
their hidden meanings, and thus justifying them at the bar
of intelligence, as they are ever justified in the eyes of
intuition. : :

Members of the Theosophical Society study these truths, and
Theosophists endeavour to live them. Every one willing to study,
to be tolerant, to aim high, and to work perseveringly, is wel-
comed as a member, and it rests with the member to become a
true Theosophist.

FREEDOM OF THOUGHT

As the Theosophical Society has spread far and wide over
the civilised world, and as members of all religions have become
members of it without surrendering the special dogmas, teachings
and beliefs of their respective faiths, it is thought desirable to
emphasise the fact that there is no doctrine, no opinion, by whom-
soever taught or held, that is in any way binding on any
member of the Society, none which any member is not free to
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accept or reject. Approval of its three objects is the sole con-
dition of membership. No teacher nor writer, from H. P.
Blavatsky downwards, has any authority to impose his teachings
or opinions on members. Hvery member has an equal right to
attach himself to any teacher or to any school of thought which
he may choose, but has no right to force his choice on any
other. Neither a candidate for any office, nor any voter, can be
rendered ineligible to stand or to vote, because of any opinion
he may hold, or because of membership in any school of thought
to which he may belong. Opinions or beliefs neither bestow
privileges  nor inflict penalties. The Members of the General
Council earnestly request every member of the T. S. to maintain,
defend and act upon these fundamental principles of the Society,
and also fearlessly to exercise his own right of liberty of thought
and of expression thereof, within the limits of courtesy and
consideration for others.
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